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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a signal detection apparatus and a signal detection method in a radio station
in an environment where a plurality of radio stations that share the same frequency band exist.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] In current radio communications, in many cases, a dedicated frequency band is assigned for each of radio
communication systems to avoid mutual interference. However, in order to effectively utilize limited frequencies in radio
communications, a method is being considered for using the same frequency band in a plurality of communication
systems in recent years. Recently, cognitive radio technology is drawing attention as a scheme where a plurality of radio
systems coexist in the same frequency band. In the cognitive radio technology, radio environment is recognized, so as
to perform communication by setting transmission parameters such as center frequency, signal bandwidth, beam pattern
and the like based on the recognition result and a rule for spectrum sharing. In particular, in an environment where a
plurality of radio systems share the same frequency band, each cognitive radio apparatus needs to recognize use status
of radio resources before starting transmission as accurately as possible in order to enhance frequency use efficiency
while avoiding interference to a primary system and avoiding interference between cognitive systems.
[0003] As signal recognition techniques, there are power detection, matched filter detection, feature detection and the
link. As a representative example using power detection, CSMA/CA (Carrier Sense Multiple Access with Collision Avoid-
ance) scheme is known. This technique is described in the non-patent document 1, for example. In the CSMA/CA scheme
which is used in radio LAN systems represented by IEEE802.11 standard, the reception level is measured before
transmitting data to determine whether to transmit data. The patent document 1 and the non-patent document 2 disclose
techniques in which each radio station performs detection of presence of a signal by calculating feature amount of
cyclostationarity of the signal, and performs transmission only when the signal is not detected, so as to avoid interference.
Such feature detection is a technique for utilizing statistical characteristics of the signal, and is advantageous in that
advance information such as bandwidth and frame format is unnecessary, and that synchronization of time and frequency
is unnecessary.
[0004] By using these techniques, it becomes possible that a radio station detects presence of a signal being used in
adjacent areas, and performs transmission when it is determined that interference does not occur even when the same
frequency band is shared among different radio communication systems.

[RELATED ART DOCUMENT]

[0005]

[Paten document 1] Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2006-222665
[Paten document 2] Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2008-061214
[Non-patent document 1] Part 11: Wireless LAN Medium Access Control(MAC) and Physical Layer(PHY) specifi-
cations, ANSI/IEEE Std 802.11,1999 Edition
[Non-patent document 2] A. V. Dandawate and G. B. Giannakis, "Statistical tests for presence of cyclostationarity,"
IEEE Trans. Signal Processing, vol. 42, no. 9, Sept. 1994.
[Non-patent document 3] IEEE 802.22 Working Group of the LAN MAN Standards Committee, "IEEE P802.22/D0.1
Draft Standard for Wireless Regional Area Networks Part 22: Cognitive Wireless RAN Medium Access Control(MAC)
and Physical Layer(PHY) specifications: Policies and procedures for operation in the TV bands", The Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers, May 2006.
[Non-patent document 4] Nobuyoshi Kikuma, "Adaptive signal processing by array antenna", Kagaku Gijutsu Shup-
pan, Inc.

<Problem to be solved by the invention>

[0006] In the CSMA/CA scheme of the conventional technique disclosed in the non-patent document 1, since the
presence of the signal is determined only by the received power, it cannot be ascertained what kind of signal has been
detected. As to the matched filter detection, it is necessary to prepare a template of a detection target signal in a receiver,
and it is necessary that the detection target signal is completely known. On the other hand, in feature detection for
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utilizing statistical feature of the signal, it is possible to identify signals having different features with small amount of
advance information. However, as shown in the non-patent document 2, there is a problem in that, when receiving a
plurality of signals having different power, a feature of a weak signal is embedded in a feature of a strong signal so that
detection ratio of the weak signal remarkably deteriorates.
[0007] Ups2006/0209746 discloses signal detection apparatus for determining whether a detection target signal is
included in a received radio signal, comprising:
a waveform feature amount calculation unit configured to calculate a waveform feature amount representing a waveform
feature for each detection target signal, a test statistic calculation unit configured to calculate test statistic of each
detection target signal by using the waveform feature amount, and a signal decision unit configured to determine presence
or absence of each detection target signal by comparing the test statistic of each detection target signal with a threshold.
[0008] US2007/226576 discloses channel sensing based on self-signal suppression, wherein a first signal is detected
in a received signal and removed from the received signal, and channel sensing is performed on the remaining received
signal in order to detect further signals.
[0009] The invention is in the apparatus of Claim 1 and the method of Claim 11.
Preferred embodiments of the invention are stipulated in the dependent claims. While several embodiments and/or
examples have been disclosed in this description, the subject matter for which protection is sought is strictly and solely
limited to those embodiments and/or examples encompassed by the scope of the appended claims. Embodiments and/or
examples mentioned in the description that do not fall under the scope of the claims are useful for understanding the
invention. The present invention can provide a signal detection apparatus and a signal detection method for improving
the detection ratio of feature detection in an environment where there are a plurality of detection target signals.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010]

Fig. 1 is a conceptual diagram of a spectrum sharing environment by a plurality of radio stations;

Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a radio station of a first embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 3 is a block diagram of a signal detection apparatus of the first embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 4 is a diagram for explaining an example of waveform feature amount;

Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing operation of the signal detection apparatus of the first embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 6 is a block diagram of the radio station of a second embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 7 is a block diagram of the signal detection apparatus of the second embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing operation of the signal detection apparatus of the second embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 9 is a block diagram of the signal detection apparatus of a third embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 10 is a flowchart showing operation of the signal detection apparatus of the third embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 11 is a block diagram of the radio station of a fourth embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 12 is a flowchart showing operation
of the signal detection apparatus of the fourth embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 13 is a diagram showing a manner in which the test statistic is calculated for each of candidates of targets in
the fourth embodiment; and

Fig. 14 schematically shows the method of the first embodiment for comparison with the fourth embodiment.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0011]

(1) According to an embodiment of the present invention, a signal detection apparatus (23,63) for determining
whether a detection target signal (sl,s2, ...) is included in a received radio signal is used. The signal detection
apparatus includes:

a waveform feature amount calculation unit (31, 74) configured to calculate a waveform feature amount
(CAF,Rx

α1(0),Rx
α2(0),...) representing a waveform feature for each detection target signal;

a test statistic calculation unit (32,75) configured to calculate test statistic (Zx
α1,Zx

α2,...) of each detection target
signal by using the waveform feature amount; and
a signal decision unit (33,76) configured to determine presence or absence of each detection target signal by
comparing the test statistic of each detection target signal with a threshold (Γ),
wherein, under a condition where a specific detection target signal is removed, the test statistic calculation unit
calculates a test statistic for a detection target signal which is not removed, and the signal decision unit determines
presence or absence of the detection target signal by comparing the calculated test statistic with the threshold.
As mentioned above, the statistic is calculated "under a condition where a specific detection target signal is
removed", and presence or absence of the detection target signal is determined based on the calculated test
statistic. According to the configuration, a signal which is difficult to detect due to a specific detection targets
signal can be detected accurately. For example, after detecting presence of a signal of high reception level, by
removing the detected signal, presence or absence of other signal having low reception level can be detected.
Or, presence or absence of a target signal may be directly detected by calculating test statistic of the target
candidate based on a signal obtained by removing (N-1) candidates among N candidates from the received
signal.

(2) The waveform feature amount is represented by a second order cyclic autocorrelation function (CAF) specified
by a frequency parameter which indicates a cyclic frequency.
(3) The test statistic calculation unit calculates a series (∑x

α,FI0,0(ω)) over a predetermined frequency range including
a frequency parameter (α1,α2,...) of each detection target signal by using the waveform feature amount so as to
calculate the test statistic for each detection target signal. Such test statistic is preferable for determining presence
or absence of the detection target signal by using a likelihood ratio test method or a generalized likelihood ratio test
(GLRT) method.
(4) When the signal decision unit detects presence of a first detection target signal, but does not detect presence
of a second detection target signal, the test statistic calculation unit may re-calculate the series over the predetermined
frequency range from which the first frequency parameter has been removed so as to re-calculate the test statistic
of the second detection target signal, and the signal decision unit may determine presence or absence of the second
detection target signal by comparing the re-calculated test statistic with the threshold.
This processing is preferable from the viewpoint of realizing the condition where the specific detection target signal
is removed in the signal detection apparatus by removing an already detected signal from the calculation equation.
(5) A specific detection target signal having a specific cyclic frequency component may be removed from the radio
signal based on autocorrelation of the specific detection target signal.
(6) The test statistic calculation unit may calculate the test statistic for the first candidate under a condition where
signals other than the first candidate of the detection target signal are removed from the radio signal, and the test
statistic calculation unit may calculate the test statistic for the second candidate under a condition where signals
other than the second candidate of the detection target signal are removed from the radio signal, and the signal
decision unit may determine presence or absence of the first candidate and presence or absence of the second
candidate.
By suppressing signal components other than desired candidate using a filter, presence or absence of the desired
candidate can be determined accurately. By performing such processing in parallel for the number of candidates,
presence or absence of every candidate signal can be determined quickly.
(7) The test statistic of a frequency parameter (α0) may be calculated from a vector (rxα0≡(Re{Rx

α0(0)},Im{Rx
α0(0)}))

having a waveform feature amount specified by the frequency parameter and from a covariance matrix (Ex
α0) for

the vector. Such test statistic is preferable for determining presence or absence of the detection target signal by
using a likelihood ratio test method or a generalized likelihood ratio test (GLRT) method.
(8) The signal detection apparatus may further include a directivity control unit configured to control directivity for
receiving the radio signal.
This configuration is preferable from the viewpoint of realizing the condition where the specific detection target signal
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is removed in the signal detection apparatus by controlling spatial directivity.
(9) The signal detection apparatus may further include a direction-of-arrival estimation unit configured to estimate
an arrival direction of the radio signal. This configuration is preferable from the viewpoint of performing directivity
control for directing null to a signal arriving from a specific direction.
(10) The signal detection apparatus may perform, for each of a plurality of arrival directions of the radio signal,
processing for realizing directivity having null in a direction by the directivity control unit, processing for calculating
test statistic by the test statistic calculation unit, and processing for determining presence or absence of the detection
target signal by the signal decision unit. This configuration is preferable from the viewpoint of changing types of
signals included in the received signal by changing the directivity to detect various signals.
(11) The signal detection apparatus may iteratively performs processing for calculating test statistic and processing
for determining presence or absence of the detection target signal under a condition where a detection target signal
whose presence has been detected is removed. This configuration is advantageous when signals having different
received power are still included in the received signal even though signals of specific directions are suppressed.
(12) The signal decision unit may determine presence or absence of the detection target signal by using a likelihood
ratio test method.
(13) According to an embodiment of the present invention, a signal detection method for determining whether a
detection target signal is included in a received radio signal is used. The signal detection method includes the steps of:

calculating a waveform feature amount representing a waveform feature for each detection target signal;
calculating test statistic of each detection target signal by using the waveform feature amount; and
determining presence or absence of each detection target signal by comparing the test statistic of each detection
target signal with a threshold,
wherein, under a condition where a specific detection target signal is removed, presence or absence of the
detection target signal is determined by calculating a test statistic for a detection target signal which is not
removed and by comparing the calculated test statistic with the threshold.

[0012] According to various embodiments of the present invention, even when the same frequency band is shared by
different radio communication systems, the radio station accurately detects presence of a plurality of signals being used
around the radio station, and performs transmission only when it is determined that interference does not occur. As a
result, efficient spectrum sharing can be realized.
[0013] Embodiments of the present invention are described based on the following perspective.

1. First embodiment

[0014]

1.1 System
1.2 Radio station and signal detection apparatus
1.2.1 Waveform feature amount calculation unit
1.2.2 Test statistic calculation unit
1.2.3 Signal decision unit
1.2.4 Iterative detection control unit
1.3 Operation
2. Second embodiment
2.1 Radio station and signal detection apparatus
2.2 Operation
3. Third embodiment
3.1 Signal detection apparatus
3.2 Operation
4. Fourth embodiment
4.1 Signal detection apparatus
4.2 Operation
4.3 Comparison of operation
[1. First Embodiment]

<1.1 system>

[0015] Fig. 1 shows a conceptual diagram of a spectrum sharing environment by a plurality of radio stations. The radio
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stations A, B and C may belong to a same system, or may belong to different systems. In any case, each radio station
performs radio communication by using a part of the same frequency band. For example, the radio station A is starting
to communicate with a correspondent radio station A’, and at that time, the other radio stations B and C may be com-
municating with other radio stations B’ and C’ respectively. In order to avoid interference between radio stations sharing
the same frequency band, the radio stations A and A’ need to use a frequency band that other radio stations are not
using. The radio station A detects presence or absence of a signal of the other radio stations B and C, and performs
communication using resources (time, frequency, place, and the like) where no signal is detected. In this way, by
dynamically controlling assignment of resources according to the communication status, use efficiency of resources can
be improved.

<1.2 Radio station and signal detection apparatus>

[0016] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a radio station 11 of the first embodiment of the present invention. The radio station
includes an antenna 21, a transmit/receive separation unit 22, a signal detection apparatus 23, a transmission control
unit 24, a data modulation unit 25, a signal generation unit 26 and a data demodulation unit 27. The signal input to the
antenna 21 of the radio station is input to the signal detection apparatus 23 via the transmit/receive separation unit 22.
As described in detail in the following, the signal detection apparatus 23 detects whether a signal that should be considered
(detection target signal) is included in the received signal. The transmission control unit 24 determines whether to transmit
a signal based on the detection result by the signal detection unit 23. When a signal can be transmitted, the transmission
control unit 24 determines parameters (data modulation scheme, frequency resource block, transmission power and the
like) to be used for transmission. The determined parameters are reported to the data modulation unit 25. Transmission
data from the radio station is modulated by the data modulation unit 25, and is converted to a radio signal by the signal
generation unit 26. In actuality, not only data modulation but also processing such as channel coding and interleaving
are performed. The transmission signal generated according to the parameters reported from the transmission control
unit 24 is transmitted from the antenna 21 via the transmit/receive separation unit 22, and is carried to the correspondent
radio station that is the other part of communication. After starting communication with the correspondent radio station,
a signal received by the antenna 21 is demodulated by the data demodulation unit 27, so that received data from the
correspondent radio station is obtained. More particularly, not only data demodulation but also channel decoding, dein-
terleaving and the like are performed.
[0017] Fig. 3 shows details of the signal detection apparatus 23 of the radio station shown in Fig. 2. The signal detection
apparatus 23 includes a waveform feature amount calculation unit 31, a test statistic calculation unit 32, a signal decision
unit 33, and an iterative detection control unit 34.

<1.2.1 Waveform feature amount calculation unit>

[0018] The waveform feature amount calculation unit 31 calculates a waveform feature amount for a signal (that is
the received signal) input to the antenna 21. The waveform feature amount is information on statistical characteristics
of the signal waveform. As the feature amount, cyclostationarity obtained by a second order cyclic autocorrelation value,
a variance value of signal amplitude, a frequency correlation value and the like may be utilized.
[0019] In the following, the waveform feature amount is described.
[0020] The waveform of the signal is determined by various parameters such as center frequency, frequency bandwidth,
transmission power, modulation scheme, transmission information symbol and the like. In other words, the signal wave-
form includes features of the parameters. For example, in the cases of the patent document 1 and the non-patent
document 2, presence or absence of a signal is detected based on the feature amount of the cyclostationarity of the
signal by calculating the cyclic autocorrelation function (CAF) value of the signal. This technique unitizes a property that
the value of the cyclic autocorrelation function of the signal becomes large only when a specific parameter is used for
calculating the value of the cyclic autocorrelation function due to the modulation scheme and the like used for the signal.
In the patent document 2, a technique is proposed for providing different feature amounts of cyclostationarity to signals
that use the same modulation scheme. These are merely examples, and the feature amount representing the feature
of the signal waveform can be represented from various viewpoints such as correlation value and statistical value of the
signal.
[0021] As an example of the feature amount of the signal, Fig. 4 is a diagram for explaining the feature amount of
cyclostationarity arising due to the effect of a filter. "(1)" in Fig. 4 represents a frequency spectrum of a signal of bandwidth
B [Hz] for which band limitation is applied using an ideal filter. When using the ideal filter, the frequency spectrum can
be made rectangular. However, in actuality, it is difficult to realize such a steep spectrum. Therefore, normally, a filter
of a frequency spectrum having gentle slope to some extent is used for band limitation. "(2)" of Fig. 4 represents a
frequency spectrum when performing band limitation using a normal and realistic filter. As shown in "(2)" of Fig. 4,
compared to the case where the ideal filter is used, frequency band widens by using the normally used band limitation
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filter. In the widened frequency band, the area, indicated by p, extending to the right side has the same signal components
as the area indicated by P’ in the left side, and the area, indicated by Q’, extending to the left side has the same signal
components as the area indicated by Q in the right side. Therefore, the part of P’ in the signal (3) obtained by shifting
the signal (2) by B [Hz] in frequency becomes the same signal components as P, and the part of Q’ of (3) becomes the
same signal components as Q, so that high correlation value can be obtained.
[0022] Accordingly, as to the signal which is band-limited by a filter, correlation (cyclic autocorrelation) occurs between
the original signal and a signal obtained by frequency-shifting the original signal. The correlation value becomes the
feature amount of the waveform. In the example shown in the figure, although correlation between a signal and a signal
obtained by shifting the signal in the frequency direction is considered, it can be considered to shift the signal in the time
direction in the same way. In the present embodiment, determination criterion (after mentioned test statistic) for deter-
mining presence or absence of the signal is calculated by using the correlation value so as to detect whether the received
signal includes a signal of the system.
[0023] As statistical amount usable as the waveform feature amount, in addition to the cyclostationarity derived by
calculating correlation value between a signal and a signal obtained by shifting the signal in a direction, a variance value
of signal amplitude, that is, second order cumulant can be used. In general, the second order cumulant corresponds to
variance of values that the amplitude may take. For example, the value of the second order cumulant is largely different
between a signal such as the OFDM signal for which peak-to-average power ratio (PAPR) is very high and a constant
envelope signal such as a single carrier signal or noise. Variance is large in the former signal since it takes various
amplitude values, and variance of the latter signal is relatively small. By using such characteristics, it becomes possible
to detect whether the OFDM signal is included in the received signal.
[0024] As statistical value usable as the waveform feature amount other than the cyclostationarity and second order
cumulant, frequency correlation characteristics can be used in the same way (non-patent document 3). In the case of
using the frequency correlation characteristics, deviation of signal power is added to subcarrier frequency components
of the multicarrier signal such as OFDM, and the radio station having the control apparatus of the present invention
calculates frequency correlation value of the received signal, so that the radio station can detect the peak value, the
number of peaks, frequency intervals between the peaks and the like, as the waveform feature amount.
[0025] As mentioned above, the waveform feature amount representing the feature of the signal waveform may be
based on the correlation value of the signal, or may be based on the statistical value of the signal. However, for the sake
of convenience of explanation, in the following examples, it is assumed that the waveform feature amount calculation
unit 31 of Fig. 3 calculates the waveform feature amount represented by second order cyclic autocorrelation function
(CAF).
[0026] In the following, equations to be used for explanation of the present embodiment are shown.
[0027] The second order cyclic autocorrelation function (CAF) for a signal x(t) is represented by the following equation. 

In the equation, "*" represents complex conjugate, and "I" represents observation time length. "α" indicates cyclic fre-
quency, and "τ" represents lag parameter.
[0028] Regarding CAF, in general, if α≠0 and Rx

α(τ)≠0, x(t) has cyclostationarity.
[0029] A discrete time representation of the equation (1) is as follows. 

In the equation, "I0" represents the number of observed samples, and "v" represents discrete time representation of the
lag parameter. In addition, x[i]=x(iTs) holds true in which Ts represents a sampling period.
[0030] Regarding CAF of equation (2), the following equation holds true among the estimated value ∼Rx

α(v), the true
value Rx

α(v), and an estimation error Δx
α(v). 
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When the number of observed samples is sufficiently large, the estimation error Δx
α(v) becomes 0.

[0031] The peak of CAF occurs when v=0 for a cyclic frequency α. Therefore, assuming that a cyclic frequency of a
signal which may be included in the received signal x(t) is α0, a 132 type vector (candidate vector) having CAF estimation
values (v=0) in the cyclic frequency α0 as vector components is defined as follows. 

In the equations, Re{ } and Im{ } represent a real part and an imaginary part of the argument respectively.

<1.2.2 Test statistic calculation unit>

[0032] The test statistic calculation unit 32 of Fig. 3 calculates test statistics by using a value of the waveform feature
amount obtained in the waveform feature amount calculation unit 31. The test statistic is an amount for determining
whether a detection target signal is included in the received signal. Therefore, the test statistic can be represented by
various amounts. For example, as the test statistic, a value of the waveform feature amount in a specific parameter
(especially, cyclic frequency) may be used. Or, as described later, a value derived by using a covariance including
contribution of various waveform feature amounts and a specific waveform feature amount may be used as the test
statistic. In the present embodiment, as an example, the following test statistic Zx

α0 is used. 

 In the equation, "∼rx
α0" represents the candidate vector, and "( )’" indicates transposition. "∼∑x

α0" represents an estimation
value of a covariance matrix of the candidate vector, and is calculated by the following equations. 
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In the equations, "cum()" represents cumulant, and fv[i]=x[i]x[i+v] holds true. "W(s)" indicates a normalized spectrum
window, and it is assumed that L is an odd number.

<1.2.3 Signal decision unit>

[0033] The signal decision unit 33 compares the value Zx
α0 of the test statistic obtained by the test statistic calculation

unit 32 with a predetermined threshold value Γ so as to determine whether the detection target signal (a signal in which
the cyclic frequency is α0) is included in the signal input to the antenna. The determination may be performed using a
statistical test method such as "likelihood ratio test", "Generalized likelihood ratio test (GLRT)" and the like. These test
methods use a property that distribution of test statistics converges on chi-square distribution when the observed signal
does not have cyclostationarity in a cyclic frequency. When the distribution of the test statistics does not converge on
chi-square distribution, that is, when the distribution of the test statistics converges on normal distribution, it is considered
that the observed signal has cyclostationarity in a cyclic frequency. Therefore, it can be determined that the detection
target signal is included in the signal input to the antenna when the test statistic Zx

α0 exceeds the threshold value Γ.
The threshold value can be determined arbitrarily based on significance level. The significance level or the false alarm
rate is set to be a probability by which the detection target signal is erroneously determined to be included in the received
signal when the detection target signal is not actually included in the received signal. For example, when the significance
level is 5 %, 5 % is the upper limit of probability in which the detection target signal is erroneously recognized to be
included in the received signal even though the detection target signal is not actually included in the received signal.
[0034] It can be considered that, when there are two types of detection target signals, they are detected by the method
similar to the above-mentioned method. For example, it is assumed that there is a possibility that the received signal
includes a signal in which the cyclic frequency is α0 and a signal in which the cyclic frequency is α1. In this case, for
example, presence or absence of the signal of cyclic frequency α0 is determined based on whether test statistic Zx

α0

on the signal of cyclic frequency α0 exceeds the threshold value r. In the same way, for example, presence or absence
of the signal of cyclic frequency α1 is determined based on whether test statistic Zx

α1 on the signal of cyclic frequency
α1 exceeds the threshold value r. In the case when the two types of detection target signals have similar strength, each
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of the signals can be detected by the above-mentioned method. The reason is that, in any of the signals, the test statistic
can be large so as to exceed the threshold value. However, when the two types of signals included in the signal input
to the antenna have been received with different powers respectively, it becomes hard to detect the weaker signal. The
reason is that, when the received signal does not include the detection target signal or includes the detection target
signal only with a negligible small level, it becomes hard that the value of the test statistic for the signal exceeds the
threshold value. For addressing this problem, a iterative detection control unit 34 is provided in the present embodiment.

<1.2.4 Iterative detection control unit>

[0035] The iterative detection control unit 34 feeds the determination result of the signal decision unit 33 back to the
test statistic calculation unit 32 so that test statistic for the undetected signal is re-calculated. The signal decision unit
33 tries to detect the undetected signal based on the re-calculated test statistic. More particularly, effect of the strong
signal which has been already detected is removed from calculation of test statistic of the undetected weak signal, so
as to detect presence or absence of the undetected signal accurately. By iterating such processing, a specific signal in
the received signal can be detected irrespective of received power. In the following, the operation principle is described
in detail.
[0036] For the sake of simplifying the explanation, it is assumed that the received signal x(t) input to the antenna
includes the detection target signals s0(t) and s1(t) as shown in the following equation and that the signal s0 is a weak
signal and the signal s1 is a strong signal. 

In the equation, the signal s0 is a signal having cyclic autocorrelation of a cyclic frequency α0, and the signal s1 is a
signal having cyclic autocorrelation of a cyclic frequency α1. The following relationship holds true between α0 and α1. 

When the number I0 of the observed samples is very large (I0→∞), the CAF value Rx
α0(0) of the received signal x(t)

when α=α0 becomes equal to Rs0
α0(0). The reason is that Rs1

α0(0) gets closer to 0. However, since observation time
is finite, Rx

α0(0)≠Rs0
α0(0).

[0037] By the way, CAF peak of the strong signal s1 having cyclostationarity of α=α1 exerts effects on calculation of
test statistic of the weak signal s0 (more particularly, calculation of the estimation value ∼∑x

α0 of covariance matrix). For
example, according to the equations (16) and (17), it is necessary to calculate the function of FI0,0(·) in order to calculate
test statistic
[0038] Zx

α0=I0(∼rx
α0)(∼∑x

α0)-1(∼rxα0)’ of the weak signal s0 having cyclostationarity of α=α0. As the argument of the
function FI0,0, various values may be used in addition to α0, and there may be a case where the argument is α0+Δα=α1.
Therefore, the test statistic Zx

α0 of the weak signal s0 becomes a weak value due to contribution of the strong signal s1,
so that detection of the weak signal s0 becomes difficult (it is needless to say that detection of the strong signal s1 is easy).
[0039] As mentioned above, the CAF value Rs1

α(0) of the strong signal s1 comes closer to 0 if α≠α1 and the number
I0 of observed samples is sufficiently large (I0→∞). Therefore, when the number I0 of observed samples is sufficiently
large, FI0,0(α) can be expressed as follows. 

[0040] In the present embodiment, after the strong signal s1 is detected at the first time of the iterative calculation, test
statistic Zx

α0=I0(∼rxα0)(∼Ex
α0)-1(∼rx

α0)’ of the weak signal s0 is recalculated while removing the effect of the strong signal
s1. More particularly, when calculating the amount shown in the equation (18), contribution FI0,0(α1) 6Rs1

α1(0) of the
strong signal s1 that has been detected is set to be 0 forcibly. The test statistic Zs0

α0 of the weak signal s0 derived in
the above-mentioned way does not include the contribution of the strong signal s1. Therefore, when the received signal
x(t) includes the signal s0, it takes a large value. Thus, even though the received power of the signal s0 is weak, presence
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of the signal s0 can be detected. As mentioned above, the iterative detection control unit 34 sends a control signal to
the test statistic calculation unit 32 so that the effect of the already detected strong signal is removed in re-calculation
of the test statistic of the undetected weak signal.

<1.3 Operation>

[0041] Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing operation of the signal detection apparatus. In step S501, the signal x(t) is received
via the antenna of the radio station. The received signal x(t) includes detection target signals of the radio station. For
example, it is assumed that M types of signals S1, S2, ..., SM are detection target signals. For the sake of convenience
of explanation, M=3.
[0042] In step S502, the waveform feature amount calculation unit 31 calculates a waveform feature amount of the
received signal. In the present embodiment, the detection target signals have features of second order cyclic autocor-
relation function (CAF). The signal s1 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α1, the signal s2 has periodicity of cyclic frequency
α2, and the signal s3 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α3.
[0043] In step S503, the test statistic calculation unit 32 calculates test statistic for a parameter (more particularly,
cyclic frequency) of each of detection target signals. The test statistic Zα1

n is calculated for the signal s1, the test statistic
Zα2

n is calculated for the signal s2, and the test statistic Zα3
n is calculated for the signal s3, in which n indicates the

number of times of iteration. The test statistic may be an amount of Zα
n=I0(∼rxα)(∼∑x

α)-1(∼rxα)’, for example, or may be
represented by other amount.
[0044] In step S504, the signal decision unit 33 compares the test statistic with a threshold so as to determine whether
a detection target signal is included in the received signal. In the beforementioned concrete example, test statistics Zα1

n,
Zα2

n, and Zα3
n are compared with the threshold r respectively. Then, when a test statistic exceeds the threshold, it is

determined that a signal related to the test statistic is included. The value of the threshold Γ is determined based on
significance level of the test as mentioned before. By determining a permissible probability (false alarm rate) by which
a detection target signal is erroneously determined to be included in a signal input to the antenna even though the
detection target signal is not actually included, a value of test statistic corresponding to the probability may be adopted
as the threshold Γ. When there is no test statistic exceeding the threshold, the flow goes to step S506, and the flow
ends. When there is a test statistic exceeding the threshold, the flow goes to step S505.
[0045] As an example, it is assumed that, at the first time (n=1) in the iteration calculation, the test statistic Zα1

n of the
signal s1 exceeds the threshold r but other test statistics are smaller than the threshold, as follows. 

In the conventional method, only the signal s1 can be detected. Even though signals s2 and s3 exist, they cannot be
detected since the test statistic is less than the threshold. In contrast, in the present embodiment, the flow goes to step
S505 so as to detect weak signals.
[0046] In step S505, the iterative detection control unit 34 sends a control signal to the test statistic calculation unit
32. The control signal indicates the already detected signal, so as to remove effects of the already detected signal when
the test statistic calculation unit 32 re-calculates the test statistic for each of the detection target signals. In this example,
the iterative detection control unit 34 reports to the test statistic calculation unit 32 that the signal s1 has been detected.
Then, the flow returns to step S502. In step S502, the test statistic calculation unit 32 re-calculates test statistics. In this
example, test statistics Zα2

n=2 and Zα3
n=2 are re-calculated for the undetected signals s2 and s3 respectively. It is

unnecessary to calculate test statistic Zα1
n=2 for the detected signal s1. The re-calculated test statistics Zα2

n=2 and Zα3
n=2

do not include contribution of the already detected signal s1. For example, this calculation is performed by setting the
contribution of the cyclic frequency α1 to be 0 when calculating covariance matrix elements. For example, in the equations
(16) and (17), FI0,0(α1) is forced to 0. Thus, FI0,0(α) becomes Rs2

α2(0) when α=α2, and FI0,0(α) becomes Rs3
α3(0) when

α=α3. For other values of α, FI0,0(α) becomes 0. This point is different from approximation of the equation (18). The
reason is that FI0,0(α) becomes Rs1

α1(0) when α=α1 according to the approximation of the equation (18). Since the test
statistics Zα2

n=2 and Zα3
n=2 re-calculated in the above-mentioned way do not include the contribution of the detected

signal, presence or absence of the undetected signals can be determined accurately. At the first time of the iterative
calculation, the result is Zα2

n=1<Γ. But, at the second time, possibility of Zα2
n=2^Γ increases. In the same way, at the
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first time of the iterative calculation, the result is Zα3
n=1<Γ. At the second time, possibility of Zα3

n=2^Γ increases.
[0047] In step S504, the signal decision unit 33 compares the re-calculated test statistics Zα2

n=2 and Zα3
n=2 with the

threshold r respectively. When a test statistic exceeds the threshold, it is determined that a signal related to the test
statistic is included. After that, until no test statistic exceeding the threshold remains, processing of calculation S503 of
test statistic, determination S504 of signal presence, and removal S505 of detected signal is iterated.
[0048] Accordingly, in the first embodiment, even when the same frequency band is shared among different radio
communication systems, the radio station detects presence of signals used around the radio station accurately, to
perform transmission only when interference does not occur. Accordingly, efficient spectrum sharing can be realized.
Especially, when there are a plurality of detection target signals, by iterating signal detection processing while removing
effects of the once-detected signals, presence of signals having small signal power can be easily detected. Accordingly,
the radio station can perform communication properly while reducing interference to other communications.

[2. Second embodiment]

<2.1 Radio station and signal detection apparatus>

[0049] Fig. 6 is a block diagram of the radio station 11 of a second embodiment of the present invention. The radio
station includes a plurality of antennas 61, a transmit/receive separation unit 62, a signal detection apparatus 63, a data
demodulation unit 64, a data modulation unit 65 and a signal generation unit 66. Each of signals input to the antennas
61 of the radio station is input to the signal detection apparatus 63 via the transmit/receive separation unit 62. The
transmit/receive separation unit 62 may include a signal combining function for combining signals from the antennas,
and a signal distribution function for distributing signals generated by the signal generation unit 66 to a plurality of
antennas. Or, the signal combining and signal distribution may be performed by the signal generation unit 66 and the
data demodulation unit 64 respectively separately from the transmit/receive separation unit 62. In addition, as shown in
the non-patent document 4, the transmit/receive separation unit 62 includes a weight control function for weighting
transmission signal and received signal of each antenna in order to receive signals from a specific direction or to transmit
signals to a specific direction using a plurality of antennas.
[0050] The signal detection apparatus 63 detects whether a signal that should be considered is included in the received
signal, determines whether to transmit a signal based on the detection result. When a signal can be transmitted, the
signal detection apparatus 63 determines parameters (such as data modulation scheme, frequency resource block,
transmission power and the like) to be used for transmitting a signal.
[0051] Fig. 7 shows details of the signal detection apparatus of the radio station shown in Fig. 6. The signal detection
apparatus includes a weight control unit 71, a signal adding unit 72, a direction-of-arrival estimation unit 73, a waveform
feature amount calculation unit 74, a test statistic calculation unit 75, a signal decision unit 76, and an iterative detection
control unit 77.
[0052] The weight control unit 71 assigns weights to each of signals input from the antennas 61. The signal adding
unit 72 combines the weighted signals. By combining the signals after weighting, it becomes possible to suppress
reception strength of a signal from a direction (to generate null), and, on the other hand, to enhance reception strength
of a signal from a direction (to generate a beam). The former method is called a null steering method, and the latter
method is called a beam forming method. The weight control is described in the non-patent document 4, for example.
The present invention is not limited to a specific method, and any appropriate directivity control method that can be used
in the present technical field can be used.
[0053] The direction-of-arrival estimation unit 73 estimates a direction from which a signal arrives based on weights
used in the weight control unit 71 and a combined signal corresponding to the weights. More particularly, it is possible
to estimate the direction of arrival of signals according to the number of antennas of the radio station by using a beam
former method, a Capon method, a maximum entropy method, a minimum norm method, a MUSIC method, an ESPRIT
method and the like. The direction-of-arrival estimation method is described in the non-patent document 4, for example.
[0054] The waveform feature calculation unit 74 calculates a waveform feature amount for the weighted-combined
signal combined by the signal adding unit 72. As the waveform feature amount, similarly to the first embodiment, cy-
clostationarity obtained by a second order cyclic autocorrelation value, a variance value of signal amplitude, a frequency
correlation value and the like may be utilized.
[0055] The test statistic calculation unit 75 calculates the test statistic by using a value of the waveform feature amount
obtained in the waveform feature amount calculation unit 74. The test statistic is used for determining whether a detection
target signal is included in the signal input into the antennas. As the test statistic, like the first embodiment, a value of
the waveform feature amount in a specific parameter may be used, and a value calculated by using a covariance matrix
including contribution of various parameters and a value of the waveform feature amount in a specific parameter may
be used.
[0056] The signal decision unit 76 compares the value of the test statistic obtained by the test statistic calculation unit
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75 with a predetermined threshold value so as to determine presence or absence of the detection target signal.
[0057] The iterative detection control unit 77 sends a control signal to the weight control unit 71 based on the deter-
mination result of the signal decision unit 76. The control signal indicates that null should be generated for one of arrival
directions in order that an already detected signal may be hardly included in the received signal. By realizing a beam
having null in a specific arrival direction, the received signal that is received after that does not include a signal from the
direction. As a result, when calculating test statistic of the other undetected signals, effects of the signal arriving from
the direction can be removed.
[0058] The iterative detection control unit 77 may instruct the weight control unit 71 to generate null for a plurality of
arrival directions at the same time. Or, the iterative detection control unit 77 may instruct the weight control unit 71 to
form a beam for one of the arrival directions instead of generating null. Operation for concrete detection processing and
the like is described later.

<2.2 Operation>

[0059] Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing operation of the signal detection apparatus 63 of the second embodiment. In step
S801, signals received from the plurality of antennas 61 are input to the signal detection apparatus 63.
[0060] In step S802, arrival directions of the received signals are estimated by the direction-of-arrival estimation unit
802 and the weight control unit 71. As an example, it is assumed that two directions of angles θ1 an θ2 are obtained as
the estimation result of arrival directions.
[0061] In step S803, weights of the weight control unit 71 are changed based on the estimation result of the direction-
of-arrival estimation unit 73. The weights used in this processing are weights for generating null for one of arrival directions
estimated by the direction-of-arrival estimation unit 73. For example, a beam having null in the direction of θ1 is realized.
Accordingly, signals received after that does not include a signal arriving from the direction of θ1, but includes a signal
arriving from the direction of θ2.
[0062] In step S804, the waveform feature amount calculation unit 74 calculates the waveform feature amount of the
weighted-combined signal. In the present embodiment, two types of signals s1 and s2 are detection targets, and they
have characteristics based on second order cyclic autocorrelation function (CAF). The signal s1 has periodicity of cyclic
frequency α1, the signal s2 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α2.
[0063] In step S805, in the same way as the first embodiment, the test statistic calculation unit 75 calculates test
statistic for a parameter of the detection target signal. The test statistic Zα1 is calculated for the signal s1, the test statistic
Zα2 is calculated for the signal s2. The test statistic may be an amount of I0(∼rxα)(∼∑x

α)-1(∼rxα)’, for example, or may be
represented by other amounts.
[0064] In step S806, the signal decision unit 76 compares the test statistic with a threshold so as to determine whether
a detection target signal is included in the received signal. In the beforementioned concrete example, test statistics Zα1

and Zα2 are compared with the threshold r respectively so as to determined whether the detection target signal is included
in the received signal. Similarly to the first embodiment, when the test statistic exceeds the threshold, it is determined
that a signal related to the test statistic is included.
[0065] In step S807, the iterative detection control unit 77 determines, for each of arrival directions estimated by the
direction-of-arrival estimation unit 73, whether there remains a direction for which null has not yet been generated. In
the present example, since weights for generating null in the direction of θ2 have not yet been generated, the flow returns
to step S803 so as to realize a beam having null in the direction of θ2, and the described processing is iterated.
[0066] On the other hand, after generation of null completes for every arrival direction estimated by the direction-of-
arrival estimation unit, signals detected so far can be determined to be included in the received signals, and the flow
ends the detection processing (S808). In the above-mentioned example, when generation of null and signal detection
end for all directions of θ1 and θ2, the flow ends.
[0067] In the present embodiment, when there are a plurality of signal arrival directions, signal detection is performed
by directing null in one direction, and after that, processing for performing signal detection by directing null in other
directions is repeated. The signal of the direction to which null is directed is removed when calculating test statistic.
Therefore, signal detection is performed by limiting test statistics to directions in which null is not directed. Accordingly,
it becomes possible to detect not only a strong signal but also a weak signal in the case when signals of different strength
come from different directions.
[0068] In the second embodiment, in the case when a same frequency band is shared among different radio commu-
nication systems and a plurality of signals are used around the radio station, arrival directions of signals are estimated,
and detection processing is performed while removing each of the directions. Accordingly, without receiving effect of a
signal arriving from the direction of null, detection of signals arriving from other directions can be performed accurately.
[0069] Although the direction from which a signal arrives can be estimated only by the direction-of-arrival estimation,
it cannot be determined what signal is arriving. According to the second embodiment, by using both of the waveform
feature amount and the direction-of-arrival estimation related to the signal, it becomes possible to detect what signal



EP 2 343 842 B1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

arrives from what direction.
[0070] In both of the first and the second embodiments, after presence of a specific signal is detected, test statistic of
an undetected signal is re-calculated under a condition in which effect of the specific signal is removed, so as to rede-
termine presence or absence of the undetected signal. In the first embodiment, the effect of the specific signal is removed
by neglecting contribution of the specific signal when calculating test statistic. On the other hand, in the second embod-
iment, by directing null to a specific direction, effect of a signal arriving from the direction is removed spatially (physically).
Each of the methods of the first and the second embodiments may be used separately, or the first and the second
embodiments may be used by combining them as explained in the following modified example.

[3. Third embodiment]

<3.1 Signal detection apparatus>

[0071] Fig. 9 shows the signal detection apparatus of the modified example. The signal detection apparatus shown
in Fig. 9 is different from the signal detection apparatus shown in Fig. 7 in that the iterative detection control unit 77
sends a control signal to the test statistic calculation unit 75. In the same way as the first embodiment, the iterative
detection control unit 77 instructs the test statistic calculation unit 75 to change calculation process based on the deter-
mination result of the signal decision unit 76. That is, the present modified example corresponds to one in which operation
of the iterative control unit of the first embodiment is combined to the second embodiment.

<3.2 Operation>

[0072] Fig. 10 is a flowchart showing operation of the signal detection apparatus of the modified example. In step
S1001, signals received from the plurality of antennas 61 are input to the signal detection apparatus 63.
[0073] In step S1002, arrival directions of the received signals are estimated by the direction-of-arrival estimation unit
and the weight control unit. As an example, it is assumed that three directions of angles θ1, θ2 and θ3 are obtained as
the estimation result of arrival directions.
[0074] In step S1003, weights of the weight control unit 71 are changed based on the estimation result of the direction-
of-arrival estimation unit 73. The weights used in this processing are weights for generating null for one of arrival directions
estimated by the direction-of-arrival estimation unit 73 in the same way as the second embodiment. For example, a
beam having null in the direction of θ1 is realized. Accordingly, signals received after that include signals arriving from
the directions of θ2 and θ3.
[0075] In step S1004, the waveform feature amount calculation unit 74 calculates waveform feature amount of the
weighted-combined signal. In the present embodiment, it is assumed that three types of signals s1, s2 and s3 are
detection targets, and they have characteristics of second order cyclic autocorrelation function (CAF). It is assumed that
the signal s1 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α1, the signal s2 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α2, and the signal
s3 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α3.
[0076] In step S1005, the test statistic calculation unit 75 calculates test statistic for a parameter of each of detection
target signals in the same way as the first embodiment. The test statistic Zα1

n is calculated for the signal s1, the test
statistic Zα2

n is calculated for the signal s2, and the test statistic Zα3
n is calculated for the signal s3, in which n indicates

the number of times of iteration.
[0077] In step S1006, the signal decision unit 76 compares the test statistic with a threshold so as to determine whether
a detection target signal is included in the received signal. In the beforementioned concrete example, test statistics Zα1

n,
Zα2

n, and Zα3
n are compared with the threshold r respectively to determine whether a detection target signal is included

in the received signal. Then, when a test statistic exceeds the threshold, it is determined that a signal related to the test
statistic is included in the same way as the first embodiment.
[0078] As an example, it is assumed that, at the first time in the iterative calculation, the test statistic Zα1

n of the signal
s1 exceeds the threshold r but other test statistics are smaller than the threshold, as shown in the following. 
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In this case, the flow goes to step S1007.
[0079] In step S1007, the iterative detection control unit 77 sends a control signal to the test statistic calculation unit
75. The control signal indicates the effect of the already detected signal should be removed when the test statistic
calculation unit 75 re-calculates the test statistic for each of the detection target signals. In this example, the iterative
detection control unit 77 reports to the test statistic calculation unit 75 that the signal s1 has been detected. Then, the
flow returns to step S1005.
[0080] In step S1005, the test statistic calculation unit 75 re-calculates the test statistic. In this example, test statistics
Zα2

n=2 and Zα3
n=2 are re-calculated for the undetected signals s2 and s3 respectively. It is unnecessary to calculate test

statistic Zα1
n=2 for the detected signal s1. The re-calculated test statistics Zα2

n=2 and Zα3
n=2 do not include contribution

of the already detected signal s1. For example, this calculation is performed by setting the contribution of the cyclic
frequency α1 to be 0 when calculating covariance matrix elements. Since the test statistics Zα2 and Zα3 re-calculated in
the above-mentioned way do not include the contribution of the detected signal, presence or absence of the undetected
signals can be determined accurately. In step S1006, the signal decusion unit 76 compares the re-calculated test statistics
Zα2

n=2 and Zα3
n=2 with the threshold Γ respectively. When a test statistic exceeds the threshold, it is determined that a

signal related to the test statistic is included. After that, until no test statistic exceeding the threshold remains, processing
of calculation S1005 of test statistic, determination S1006 of signal presence or absence, and removal S1007 of detected
signals is iterated.
[0081] In the present example, null is directed to the direction of θ1. Therefore, the received signals include signals
arriving from directions other than θ1, that is, from directions of θ2 and θ3. When signals arriving from θ2 and θ3 are
different types of signals, each of the signal arriving from θ2 and the signal arriving from θ3 can be properly detected
irrespective of reception level by using the method of the first embodiment (steps S1005-S1007).
[0082] On the other hand, when it is determined that no detection target signal is included in step S1006, the flow
goes to step S1008. In step S1008, in the same way as the second embodiment, the iterative detection control unit 77
determines, for each of arrival directions estimated by the direction-of-arrival estimation unit 73, whether there remains
a direction for which null has not yet been generated. When there remains a direction for which null has not yet been
generated, weights used in the weight control unit are changed so as to generate null one of the directions, and processes
after the step S1003 are performed iteratively.
[0083] In step S1008, when it is confirmed that generation of null completes for every arrival direction estimated by
the direction-of-arrival estimation unit, only signals detected so far are determined to be included in the received signals,
and detection processing ends (S1009).
[0084] As mentioned above, in the present modified example, effect of the once detected signal is removed iteratively
even when performing detection operation in a state where arrival wave from a direction is suppressed. Accordingly,
even when there are a plurality of signals arriving from directions in which null is not formed, the radio station can detect
presence of signals being used around the radio station. The present modified example is particularly effective in a case
where a plurality of signals arrive from the same direction or adjacent directions, and a case where a signal is received
from a plurality of directions due to multipath reflection, and the like.

[4. Fourth embodiment]

[0085] In the first to third embodiments, the strongest signal is detected first from among candidates of detection target
signals. Then, test statistic is re-calculated under a condition where the detected candidate is removed, so that presence
or absence of other candidates is determined based on the re-calculated test statistics. Accordingly, a signal which is
difficult to detect due to detection target signals having strong power level can be accurately detected. However, according
to this method, there are fears that long time is required until determination of presence or absence for all candidates
completes and that calculation load required for detection increases as the number of candidates of the detection target
signals increases. The fourth embodiment addresses such problems.

<4.1 signal detection apparatus>

[0086] Fig. 11 shows a signal detection apparatus used in the fourth embodiment. Like the signal detection apparatus
shown in Fig. 3, the signal detection apparatus shown in the figure includes a waveform feature amount calculation unit
111, a feature amount removing control unit 112, a test statistic calculation unit 113, and a signal decision unit 114.
[0087] The waveform feature amount calculation unit 111 calculates a waveform feature amount for a signal (that is
the received signal) input to the antenna 21. The waveform feature amount is information on statistical characteristics
of the signal waveform. As the feature amount, cyclostationarity obtained by a second order cyclic autocorrelation value,
a variance value of signal amplitude, a frequency correlation value and the like may be utilized.
[0088] The feature amount removing control unit 112 reports, to the test statistic calculation unit 113, information of
a signal (candidate of a detection target signal) that may be included in the radio received signals. For example, it is
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assumed that there are four types of candidates of detection target signals, and that cyclic frequencies of these are α1,
α2, α3 and α4 respectively. In this case, the feature amount removing control unit 112 reports to the test statistic
calculation unit 113 that cyclic frequencies of the four candidates are α1, α2, α3 and α4 respectively. Information of the
candidates of the detection target signals may be stored in the radio station beforehand, or may be specified from signals
broadcasted by the base station of the residing cell.
[0089] The test statistic calculation unit 113 calculates the test statistic by using a value of the waveform feature
amount obtained in the waveform feature amount calculation unit 111. The test statistic is an amount for determining
whether a detection target signal is included in the received signal. In the present embodiment, when calculating test
statistic for a specific candidate in candidates of detection target signals, signals other than the specific candidate have
been removed from the radio received signal. Details of operation are described later.
[0090] The signal decision unit 114 compares the value of the test statistic obtained by the test statistic calculation
unit 113 with a predetermined threshold Γ so as to determine whether the detection target signal is included in the signal
input to the antenna.

<4.2 Operation>

[0091] Fig. 12 is a flowchart showing operation of the signal detection apparatus. In step S121, the signal x(t) is
received via the antenna of the radio station. The received signal x(t) includes a detection target signal of the radio
station. For example, it is assumed that M types of signals S1, S2, ..., SM are detection target signals. For the sake of
convenience of explanation, M=4.
[0092] In step S122, the waveform feature amount calculation unit 111 calculates the waveform feature amount of the
received signal. In the present embodiment, the detection target signals have characteristics of second order cyclic
autocorrelation function (CAF). The signal s1 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α1, the signal s2 has periodicity of cyclic
frequency α2, the signal s3 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α3, and the signal s4 has periodicity of cyclic frequency α4.
[0093] In step S123, the test statistic calculation unit 113 calculates test statistic Zα for a parameter (cyclic frequency,
more particular) of each of detection target signals. In the case of the present embodiment, the test static calculation
unit 113 has received information on candidates of detection target signals. In the present example, the test statistic
calculation unit 113 has received a report that there are four types of candidates of detection target signals and that
cyclic frequencies of them are α1, α2, α3 and α4 respectively.
[0094] The test statistic Zα1 on the first candidate s1 in which the cyclic frequency is α1 is calculated under a condition
where other candidates are removed from the radio received signal. For example, a notch filter for suppressing signals
of cyclic frequency α2, α3 and α4 is applied on the radio received signal, so that test statistic for the first candidate is
calculated using the signal on which the notch filter has been applied. The notch filter is realized as a band-elimination
filter to eliminate specific cyclic frequency components, and has filter characteristics shown by the following equation
as an example. 

In the equation, "s" indicates a frequency belonging to a window of FFT/IFFT having length L, α indicates a cyclic
frequency, αm indicates a cyclic frequency of a candidate of a target, and αM indicates a cyclic frequency of candidate
other than the target candidate. K represents an index of a spectrum window coefficient corresponding to αM.
[0095] Fig. 13 shows a manner in which the test statistic is calculated for each of candidates of targets in step S123.
The graph (130) of the left side shows a manner in which four candidates s1, s2, s3 and s4 having cyclic frequencies
of α1, α2, α3 and α4 respectively are mixed in the received signal. Such a graph is obtained by calculating autocorrelation
of signals having specific cyclic frequencies. The first graph (131) of the right side shows a situation in which a notch
filter Wmod

α1[s] for the first candidate is applied to the received signal. As shown in the figure, the property of the notch
filter takes a value W[s] which is not 0 when α=α1 (s=0) or α≠α2, α3, α4, and it becomes 0 when α is any of cyclic
frequencies α2, α3 and α4 of the other candidates. Therefore, the received signal on which the notch filter has been
applied includes the first candidate s1, but does not include other candidates S2, S3 and S4 effectively. Therefore, based
on the signal, the test statistic Zα1 calculated on the first candidate s1 clearly represents presence or absence of the
first candidate.
[0096] Similarly, the second graph (132) of the right side shows a situation in which a notch filter Wmod

α2[s] for the
second candidate is applied to the received signal. The property of the notch filter takes a value W[s] which is not 0
when α=α2 (s=0) or α≠α1, α3, α4, and it becomes 0 when α is any of cyclic frequencies α1, α3 and α4 of the other
candidates. Therefore, the received signal on which the notch filter has been applied includes the second candidate s2,
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but does not include other candidates S1, S3 and S4 effectively. Therefore, based on the signal, the test statistic Zα2

calculated on the second candidate s2 clearly represents presence or absence of the second candidate.
[0097] Similarly, the third graph (133) of the right side shows a situation in which a notch filter Wmod

α3[s] for the third
candidate is applied to the received signal. The property of the notch filter takes a value W[s] which is not 0 when α=α3
(s=0) or α≠α1, α2, α4, and it becomes 0 when α is any of cyclic frequencies α1, α2 and α4 of the other candidates.
Therefore, the received signal on which the notch filter has been applied includes the third candidate s3, but does not
include other candidates S1, S2 and S4 effectively. Therefore, based on the signal, the test statistic Zα3 calculated on
the third candidate s3 clearly represents presence or absence of the third candidate.
[0098] Then, the fourth graph (134) of the right side shows a situation in which a notch filter Wmod

α4[s] for the fourth
candidate is applied to the received signal. As shown in the figure, the property of the notch filter takes a value W[s]
which is not 0 when α=α4 (s=0) or α≠α1, α2, α3, and it becomes 0 when α is any of cyclic frequencies α1, α2 and α3
of the other candidates. Therefore, the received signal on which the notch filter has been applied includes the fourth
candidate s4, but does not include other candidates S1, S2 and S3 effectively. Therefore, based on the signal, the test
statistic Zα4 calculated on the fourth candidate s4 clearly represents presence or absence of the fourth candidate.
[0099] In step S124 shown in Fig. 12, presence or absence of each candidate is determined based on test statistics
Zα1, Zα2, Zα3 and Zα4 calculated for the first to fourth candidates respectively. It must be noted that calculating presence
or absence of a candidate by calculating test statistic for a candidate is independent of calculating presence or absence
of another candidate by calculating test statistic for another candidate. That is, the test statistics Zα1, Zα2, Zα3 and Zα4

for the first to fourth candidates respectively may be calculated one by one in order, or may be calculated in parallel at
the same time.
[0100] For the sake of convenience of explanation, although the notch filter is used in the above-mentioned example,
any appropriate filter may be used for passing a frequency component and eliminating another frequency component.
For example, a band-pass filter may be used instead of the band-elimination filter such as the notch filter. In addition, a
combination of the band-elimination filter and the band-pass filter may be used.
[0101] In the processing for removing a signal component included in the received signal, if frequencies included in
the received signal are different with each other, a specific signal can be removed from the received signal by using a
filter for eliminating the frequency of the specific signal. However, in that case, information of center frequency, bandwidth,
frequency offset and the like is necessary for the signal to be removed. In addition, when bands of a plurality of signals
overlap, it is difficult to remove only a specific signal. On the other hand, by using the cyclic autocorrelation function like
the embodiment of the present invention, signal detection can be performed while removing the cyclic frequency com-
ponent (that is, the peak) of a specific signal. According to this method, even though a plurality of signals are included
in the received signal, if values of the cyclic frequencies (appearing positions of peaks) are different, the signal can be
removed accurately from the received signal.

<4.3 comparison of operation>

[0102] Processing of the first embodiment and processing of the fourth embodiment are compared. Fig. 14 schemat-
ically shows processing by the first embodiment. Like the case of Fig. 13, it is assumed that four candidates are mixed
on the received signal. Also, it is assumed that the fourth candidate is the strongest in the four candidates. In this case,
in step S141, the fourth candidate having the cyclic frequency of α4 is detected first. Then, under the condition in which
the fourth candidate is removed, test statistic is re-calculated for other candidates. It is assumed that the first candidate
is the strongest in the remaining three candidates. In this case, in step S142, the first candidate having cyclic frequency
of is detected. Then, under the condition in which the fourth and the first candidates are removed, test statistic is re-
calculated for other candidates. It is assumed that the third candidate is stronger in the remaining two candidates. In
this case, in step S143, the third candidate having cyclic frequency of α3 is detected. Then, under the condition in which
the fourth, first and third candidates are removed, test statistic is re-calculated for remaining candidate. Then, in step
S144, the second candidate having cyclic frequency of α2 is detected. When there is no undetected candidate like this
example, or, when significant peak is not detected, the processing ends.
[0103] As mentioned above, in the case of the first embodiment, it is necessary to calculate test statistics Zα1-Zα4 for
the four candidates respectively before step S141, calculate test statistics Zα1-Zα3 for the three candidates respectively
before step S142, calculate test statistics Zα2 and Zα3 for the two candidates respectively before step S143, and calculate
test statistic Zα2 before step S144. Therefore, when the number of candidates is four, it is necessary to perform calculation
of test statistics ten times. In general, when the number of candidates is N, the number of times of calculation of the test
statistics becomes N(N+1)/2 which is vary large. On the other hand, in the case of the fourth embodiment, as shown in
Fig. 13, the number of times of calculation of the test statistics is the number of the candidates at most. In the example
of Fig. 13, it is only necessary to calculate four test statistics Zα1-Zα4 for the first to fourth candidates respectively.
Accordingly, the fourth embodiment is preferable from the viewpoint for reducing calculation load.
[0104] In the following, examples of configurations based on the present invention are described.
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[0105] According to an embodiment of the present invention, a signal detection apparatus (23, 73) in a radio station
of a radio communication system is used. The signal detection apparatus includes a waveform feature amount calculation
unit (31, 74) configured to receive a radio signal and to calculate a waveform feature amount representing a waveform
feature of the radio signal; a test statistic calculation unit (32, 35) configured to calculate test statistic based on calculation
result of the waveform feature amount calculation unit; a signal decision unit (33, 76) configured to determine presence
or absence of a signal having statistical feature by comparing calculation result of the test statistic calculation unit with
a threshold; and an iterative detection control unit (34, 77) configured to control operation of signal detection processing
based on the decision result of the signal decision unit. By iterating detection processing while considering the result
detected for a signal having large received power, it becomes possible to detect a signal having small received power
accurately.
[0106] In the signal detection apparatus, when the signal decision unit detects one or more signals having statistical
feature, the iterative detection control unit controls the test statistic calculation unit to change calculation process of test
statistic such that waveform feature amount of the detected signals is not considered, and to re-calculate test statistic.
As a result, it becomes possible to perform detection processing for a signal of small received power while eliminating
effect of a signal of large received power.
[0107] The signal detection apparatus further includes: a weight control unit (71) configured to assign weights to each
of signals received by a plurality of antennas of the radio station; a signal adding unit (72) configured to add signals
weighted by the weight control unit; and a direction-of-arrival estimation unit (73) configured to estimate an arrival direction
based on the added signal and weight values used in the weight control unit. When the signal decision unit detects one
or more signals having statistical feature, the iterative detection control unit controls weight values of the weight control
unit, based on the estimation result of the direction-of-arrival estimation unit, so as to generate null in one or more
estimated arrival directions, and the iterative detection control unit iterates calculation processing in the waveform feature
amount calculation unit and the test statistic calculation unit for the signal added in the signal adding unit, so that a
plurality of signals are separated for each arrival direction. Thus, it becomes possible to detect a signal arriving from a
direction without receiving effect of a signal arriving from other directions.
[0108] When the signal decision unit detects one or more signals having statistical feature, the iterative detection
control unit controls weight values of the weight control unit, based on the estimation result of the direction-of-arrival
estimation unit, so as to generate null in one or more estimated arrival directions, and the iterative detection control unit
iterates calculation processing in the waveform feature amount calculation unit and the test statistic calculation unit for
the signal added in the signal adding unit. When the signal decision unit detects one or more signals having statistical
feature again, the iterative detection control unit controls the test statistic calculation unit to change covariance and
calculation process of the test statistics such that waveform feature amount of the detected signal is not considered,
and to calculate the test statistic again. Accordingly, it becomes possible to perform detection processing for a signal of
small received power while eliminating effect of a signal of large received power even in an environment in which a
plurality of signals arrive from a direction simultaneously.
[0109] An embodiment of the present invention may be also configured as a signal detection method in a radio station
of a radio communication system. The signal detection method includes: a waveform feature amount calculation step
of receiving a radio signal and calculating a waveform feature amount representing a waveform feature of the radio
signal; a test statistic calculation step of calculating test statistic based on calculation result of the waveform feature
amount calculation step; a signal decision step of determining presence or absence of a signal having statistical feature
by comparing calculation result of the test statistic calculation step with a threshold; and an iterative detection control
step of controlling operation of signal detection processing based on the decision result of the signal decision step.
[0110] As described above, while the present invention is described with reference to specific embodiments, the
respective embodiments are merely exemplary, so that a skilled person will understand variations, modifications, alter-
natives, and replacements. While specific numerical value examples are used to facilitate understanding of the present
invention, such numerical values are merely examples, so that any appropriate value may be used unless specified
otherwise. While specific equation examples are used to facilitate understanding of the present invention, such equations
are merely examples, so that any appropriate equation may be used unless specified otherwise. Classification into each
embodiment or item in the description is not essential in the present invention, and features described in equal to or
more than two embodiments or items may be combined and used as necessary. Also, a feature described in an em-
bodiment or item may be applied to a feature described in another embodiment or item (as long as they are not contradict).
For convenience of explanation, while the apparatus according to the embodiments of the present invention is explained
using functional block diagrams, such an apparatus as described above may be implemented in hardware, software, or
a combination thereof. Software may be provided in a random access memory (RAM), a flash memory, a read-only
memory (ROM), an EPROM, an EEPROM, a register, a hard disk (HDD), a removable disk, a CD-ROM, and any other
appropriate storage medium. The present invention is not limited to the above embodiments, so that variations, modifi-
cations, alternatives, and replacements are included in the present invention without departing from the scope of the
present invention as claimed.
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Claims

1. A signal detection apparatus (23) for determining whether a detection target signal is included in a received radio
signal, the received signal including a plurality of detection target signals, the apparatus comprising:

a waveform feature amount calculation unit (31) configured to calculate a waveform feature amount for each
detection target signal, wherein the waveform feature amount is represented by a second order cyclic autocor-
relation function specified by a frequency parameter which indicates a cyclic frequency;
a test statistic calculation unit (32) configured to calculate a test statistic of each detection target signal by
calculating a series over a predetermined frequency range including a frequency parameter of each detection
target signal by using the waveform feature amount; and
a signal decision unit (33) configured to determine the presence or absence of each detection target signal by
comparing the test statistic of each detection target signal with a threshold, wherein, the signal detection appa-
ratus further includes an iterative detection control unit (34) configured to feedback a result of the signal decision
unit (33) to the test statistic calculation unit (32) responsive to the signal decision unit determining that the
threshold is exceeded for a test statistic of a specific detection target signal among the plurality of detection
target signals, and further configured to send a control signal to the test statistic calculation unit (32) to remove
the contribution of the specific detection target signal that has been detected by setting it to be 0 and to re-
calculate the test statistic for each of the detection target signals, and wherein the signal decision unit (33)
determines the presence or absence of the detection target signal by comparing the re-calculated test statistic
with the threshold.

2. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein,
when the signal decision unit (33) detects the presence of a first detection target signal, but does not detect presence
of a second detection target signal, the test statistic calculation unit (32) re-calculates the series over the predeter-
mined frequency range from which the first frequency parameter has been removed so as to re-calculate the test
statistic of the second detection target signal, and the signal decision unit (33) determines presence or absence of
the second detection target signal by comparing the re-calculated test statistic with the threshold.

3. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein a specific detection target signal having a specific
cyclic frequency component is removed from the radio signal based on autocorrelation of the specific detection
target signal.

4. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the test statistic calculation unit (32) calculates the
test statistic for the first candidate under a condition where signals other than the first candidate of the detection
target signal are removed from the radio signal, and the test statistic calculation unit (32) calculates the test statistic
for the second candidate under a condition where signals other than the second candidate of the detection target
signal are removed from the radio signal, and
the signal decision unit (33) determines presence or absence of the first candidate and presence or absence of the
second candidate.

5. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 - 4, wherein the test statistic of a frequency
parameter is calculated from a vector having a waveform feature amount specified by the frequency parameter and
from a covariance matrix for the vector.

6. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 - 5, further comprising a directivity control unit
(71) configured to control directivity for receiving the radio signal.

7. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in claim 6, further comprising a direction-of-arrival estimation unit (73)
configured to estimate an arrival direction of the radio signal.

8. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in claim 6 or 7, wherein the signal detection apparatus performs, for each
of a plurality of arrival directions of the radio signal,
processing for realizing directivity having null in a direction by the directivity control unit, processing for calculating
test statistic by the test statistic calculation unit, and
processing for determining presence or absence of the detection target signal by the signal decision unit.

9. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein the signal detection apparatus iteratively performs
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processing for calculating test statistic and processing for determining presence or absence of the detection target
signal under a condition where a detection target signal whose presence has been detected is removed.

10. The signal detection apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 - 9, wherein the signal decision unit (33) determines
presence or absence of the detection target signal by using a likelihood ratio test method.

11. A signal detection method for determining whether a detection target signal is included in a received radio signal,
the received signal including a plurality of detection target signals , the method comprising the steps of:

calculating by a waveform feature amount calculation unit, a waveform feature amount for each detection target
signal, wherein the waveform feature amount is represented by a second order cyclic autocorrelation function
specified by a frequency parameter which indicates a cyclic frequency,
calculating by a test statistic calculation unit, a test statistic of each detection target signal by calculating a series
over a predetermined frequency range including a frequency parameter of each detection target signal by using
the waveform feature amount; and
determining by a signal decision unit ,the presence or absence of each detection target signal by comparing
the test statistic of each detection target signal with a threshold, wherein, the method further includes feeding
back a result of the step of determining to the test statistic calculation unit by an iterative detection control unit
in response to determining that the threshold is exceeded for a test statistic of a specific detection target signal
among the plurality of detection target signals, and sending by the iterative detection control unit a control signal
to the test statistic calculation unit to remove the contribution of the specific detection target signal that has
been detected by setting it to be 0 and re-calculate the test statistic for each of the detection target signals,
and wherein the signal decision unit determines the presence or absence of the detection target signal by
comparing the re-calculated test statistic with the threshold.

12. The signal detection method as claimed in claim 11, wherein, when presence of a first detection target signal is
detected, but presence of a second detection target signal is not detected, the test statistic of the second detection
target signal is re-calculated by re-calculates the series over the predetermined frequency range from which the
first frequency parameter has been removed, and presence or absence of the second detection target signal is
determined by comparing the re-calculated test statistic with the threshold.

13. The signal detection method as claimed in claim 11, wherein a specific detection target signal having a specific
cyclic frequency component is removed from the radio signal based on autocorrelation of the specific detection
target signal.

14. The signal detection method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the step of calculating the test statistic includes
calculating the test statistic for the first candidate under a condition where signals other than the first candidate of
the detection target signal are removed from the radio signal, and calculating the test statistic for the second candidate
under a condition where signals other than the second candidate of the detection target signal are removed from
the radio signal, and
presence or absence of the first candidate and presence or absence of the second candidate are determined in the
step of determining.

15. The signal detection method as claimed in any one of claims 11 - 14, wherein the test statistic of a frequency
parameter is calculated from a vector having a waveform feature amount specified by the frequency parameter and
from a covariance matrix for the vector.

16. The signal detection method as claimed in any one of claims 11 - 15, further comprising a step of controlling directivity
for receiving the radio signal before calculating the waveform feature amount.

17. The signal detection method as claimed in claim 16, further comprising a step of estimating an arrival direction of
the radio signal before controlling the directivity.

18. The signal detection method as claimed in claim 16 or 17, wherein the signal detection method performs, for each
of a plurality of arrival directions of the radio signal,
the step of controlling the directivity,
the step of calculating test statistic, and
the step of determining presence or absence of the detection target signal.
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19. The signal detection method as claimed in claim 18, wherein processing for calculating test statistic and processing
for determining presence or absence of the detection target signal are performed iteratively under a condition where
a detection target signal whose presence has been detected is removed.

20. The signal detection method as claimed in any one of claims 11 - 19, wherein the step of determining includes
determining presence or absence of the detection target signal by using a likelihood ratio test method.

Patentansprüche

1. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung (23) zum Bestimmen, ob ein Erkennungszielsignal in einem empfangenen Funksignal
enthalten ist, wobei das empfangene Signal eine Vielzahl Erkennungszielsignale enthält, wobei die Vorrichtung
Folgendes umfasst:

eine Wellenform-Merkmalsmengenberechnungseinheit (31), die konfiguriert ist, um eine Wellenform-Merkmals-
menge für jedes Erkennungszielsignal zu berechnen, wobei die Wellenform-Merkmalsmenge durch eine zykli-
sche Autokorrelationsfunktion zweiter Ordnung dargestellt ist, die durch einen Frequenzparameter bestimmt
ist, der eine zyklische Frequenz angibt;
eine Testgrößen-Berechnungseinheit (32), die konfiguriert ist, um eine Testgröße für jedes Erkennungszielsignal
durch Berechnen einer Serie über einen vorbestimmten Frequenzbereich zu berechnen, einschließlich eines
Frequenzparameters jedes Erkennungszielsignals durch Verwenden der Wellenform-Merkmalsmenge; und
eine Signalentscheidungseinheit (33), die konfiguriert ist, um das Vorhandensein oder Fehlen von jedem Er-
kennungszielsignal durch Vergleichen der Testgröße von jedem Erkennungszielsignal mit einem Schwellenwert
zu bestimmen,
wobei die Signalerkennungsvorrichtung ferner eine iterative Erkennungssteuereinheit (34) enthält, die konfigu-
riert ist, um ein Ergebnis der Signalentscheidungseinheit (33) an die Testgrößen-Berechnungseinheit (32) als
Reaktion darauf rückzuführen, dass die Signalentscheidungseinheit bestimmt, dass der Schwellenwert für eine
Testgröße eines bestimmten Erkennungszielsignals unter der Vielzahl von Erkennungszielsignalen überschrit-
ten ist, und ferner konfiguriert ist, um ein Steuersignal an die Testgrößen-Berechnungseinheit (32) zu senden,
um die Beteiligung des bestimmten Erkennungszielsignals, das erkannt wurde, durch das Festlegen, dass es
0 ist, zu entfernen, und um die Testgröße für jedes der Erkennungszielsignale neu zu berechnen, und wobei
die Signalentscheidungseinheit (33) das Vorhandensein oder Fehlen des Erkennungszielsignals durch Verglei-
chen der neu berechneten Testgröße mit dem Schwellenwert bestimmt.

2. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei,
wenn die Signalentscheidungseinheit (33) das Vorhandensein eines ersten Erkennungszielsignals erkennt, aber
nicht ein Vorhandensein eines zweiten Erkennungszielsignals erkennt, die Testgrößen-Berechnungseinheit (32)
die Serie über den vorbestimmten Frequenzbereich neu berechnet, von dem der erste Frequenzparameter entfernt
wurde, um die Testgröße für das zweite Erkennungszielsignal neu zu berechnen, und die Signalentscheidungseinheit
(33) ein Vorhandensein oder Fehlen des zweiten Erkennungszielsignals durch Vergleichen der neu berechneten
Testgröße mit dem Schwellenwert bestimmt.

3. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei ein bestimmtes Erkennungszielsignal mit einer bestimmten
zyklischen Frequenzkomponente von dem Funksignal basierend auf Autokorrelation des bestimmten Erkennungs-
zielsignals entfernt wird.

4. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 3, wobei die Testgrößen-Berechnungseinheit (32) die Testgröße für
den ersten Kandidaten unter einer Bedingung berechnet, bei der Signale, die anders als der erste Kandidat des
Erkennungszielsignals sind, von dem Funksignal entfernt werden, und die Testgrößen-Berechnungseinheit (32) die
Testgröße für den zweiten Kandidaten unter einer Bedingung berechnet, bei der Signale, die anders als der zweite
Kandidat des Erkennungszielsignals sind, von dem Funksignal entfernt werden, und
die Signalentscheidungseinheit (33) ein Vorhandensein oder Fehlen des ersten Kandidaten und ein Vorhandensein
oder Fehlen des zweiten Kandidaten bestimmt.

5. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei die Testgröße eines Frequenzparameters
von einem Vektor mit einer Wellenform-Merkmalsmenge berechnet wird, die durch den Frequenzparameter und
von einer Kovarianzmatrix des Vektors bestimmt ist.
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6. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, ferner umfassend eine Richtwirkungssteuereinheit
(71), die konfiguriert ist, um eine Richtwirkung zum Empfangen des Funksignals zu steuern.

7. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 6, ferner umfassend eine Einfallsrichtungschätzeinheit (73), die kon-
figuriert ist, um eine Einfallsrichtung des Funksignals zu schätzen.

8. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 6 oder 7, wobei die Signalerkennungsvorrichtung für jede einer Vielzahl
von Einfallsrichtungen des Funksignals ein Verarbeiten zum Verwirklichen einer Richtwirkung mit null in einer Rich-
tung durch die Richtwirkungsteuereinheit, ein Verarbeiten zum Berechnen einer Testgröße durch die Testgrößen-
Berechnungseinheit, und ein Verarbeiten zum Bestimmen eines Vorhandenseins oder Fehlens des Erkennungs-
zielsignals durch die Signalentscheidungseinheit durchführt.

9. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, wobei die Signalerkennungsvorrichtung ein Verarbeiten zum Be-
rechnen einer Testgröße und ein Verarbeiten zum Bestimmen eines Vorhandenseins oder Fehlens des Erken-
nungszielsignals unter einer Bedingung iterativ durchführt, bei der ein Erkennungszielsignal, dessen Vorhandensein
erkannt wurde, entfernt wird.

10. Signalerkennungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 9, wobei die Signalentscheidungseinheit (33) ein
Vorhandensein oder Fehlen des Erkennungszielsignals unter Verwendung eines Wahrscheinlichkeitsverhältnis-
Testverfahrens bestimmt.

11. Signalerkennungsverfahren zum Bestimmen, ob ein Erkennungszielsignal in einem empfangenen Funksignal ent-
halten ist, wobei das empfangene Signal eine Vielzahl Erfassungszielsignale enthält, wobei das Verfahren die
Folgenden Schritte umfasst:

Berechnen, durch eine Wellenform-Merkmalsmengenberechnungseinheit, einer Wellenform-Merkmalsmenge
für jedes Erkennungszielsignal, wobei die Wellenform-Merkmalsmenge durch eine zyklische Autokorrelations-
funktion zweiter Ordnung dargestellt ist, die durch einen Frequenzparameter bestimmt ist, der eine zyklische
Frequenz angibt,
Berechnen, durch eine Testgrößen-Berechnungseinheit, einer Testgröße jedes Erkennungszielsignals durch
Berechnen einer Serie über einen vorbestimmten Frequenzbereich, einschließlich eines Frequenzparameters
von jedem Erkennungszielsignal durch Verwenden der Wellenform-Merkmalsmenge; und
Bestimmen, durch eine Signalentscheidungseinheit, des Vorhandenseins oder Fehlens von jedem Erkennungs-
zielsignal durch Vergleichen der Testgröße von jedem Erkennungszielsignal mit einem Schwellenwert,
wobei das Verfahren ferner ein Rückführen eines Ergebnisses des Schritts des Bestimmens an die Testgrößen-
Berechnungseinheit durch eine iterative Erkennungssteuereinheit als Reaktion auf ein Bestimmen, dass der
Schwellenwert für eine Testgröße eines bestimmten Erkennungszielsignals unter der Vielzahl von Erkennungs-
zielsignalen überschritten ist, und ein Senden, durch die iterative Erkennungssteuereinheit, eines Steuersignals
an die Testgrößen-Berechnungseinheit, um die Beteiligung des bestimmten Erkennungszielsignals, das erkannt
wurde, durch Festlegen, dass es 0 ist, zu entfernen, und um die Testgröße jedes der Erkennungszielsignale
neu zu berechnen, enthält,
und wobei die Signalentscheidungseinheit das Vorhandensein oder Fehlen des Erkennungszielsignals durch
Vergleichen der neu berechneten Testgröße mit dem Schwellenwert bestimmt.

12. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei,
wenn ein Vorhandensein eines ersten Erkennungszielsignals erkannt wird, aber ein Vorhandensein eines zweiten
Erkennungszielsignals nicht erkannt wird, die Testgröße des zweiten Erkennungszielsignals durch Neuberechnen
der Serie über den vorbestimmten Frequenzbereich, von dem der erste Frequenzparameter entfernt wurde, neu
berechnet wird, und ein Vorhandensein oder Fehlen des zweiten Erkennungszielsignals durch Vergleichen der neu
berechneten Testgröße mit dem Schwellenwert bestimmt wird.

13. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei ein bestimmtes Erkennungszielsignal mit einer bestimmten
zyklischen Frequenzkomponente von dem Funksignal basierend auf Autokorrelation des bestimmten Erkennungs-
zielsignals entfernt wird.

14. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach Anspruch 13, wobei der Schritt des Berechnens der Testgröße ein Berechnen
der Testgröße für den ersten Kandidaten unter einer Bedingung, bei der Signale, die anders als der erste Kandidat
des Erkennungszielsignals sind, von dem Funksignal entfernt werden, und ein Berechnen der Testgröße für den
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zweiten Kandidaten unter einer Bedingung enthält, bei der Signale, die anders als der zweite Kandidat des Erken-
nungszielsignals sind, von dem Funksignal entfernt werden, und
ein Vorhandensein oder Fehlen des ersten Kandidaten und Vorhandensein oder Fehlen des zweiten Kandidaten
in dem Schritt des Bestimmens bestimmt werden.

15. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 11 bis 14, wobei die Testgröße eines Frequenzparameters
von einem Vektor mit einer Wellenform-Merkmalsmenge berechnet wird, die durch den Frequenzparameter und
von einer Kovarianzmatrix des Vektors bestimmt wird.

16. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 11 bis 15, ferner umfassend einen Schritt des Steuerns
einer Richtwirkung zum Empfang des Funksignals vor Berechnen der Wellenform-Merkmalsmenge.

17. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach Anspruch 16, ferner umfassend einen Schritt des Schätzens einer Einfallsrichtung
des Funksignals vor dem Steuern der Richtwirkung.

18. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach Anspruch 16 oder 17, wobei das Signalerkennungsverfahren für jede einer Vielzahl
Einfallsrichtungen des Funksignals Folgendes durchführt:

den Schritt des Steuerns der Richtwirkung,
den Schritt des Berechnens einer Testgröße und
den Schritt des Bestimmens eines Vorhandenseins oder Fehlens des Erkennungszielsignals.

19. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach Anspruch 18, wobei ein Verarbeiten zum Berechnen einer Testgröße und ein
Verarbeiten zum Bestimmen eines Vorhandenseins oder Fehlens des Erkennungszielsignals unter einer Bedingung
iterativ durchgeführt werden, bei der ein Erkennungszielsignal, dessen Vorhandensein erkannt wurde, entfernt wird.

20. Signalerkennungsverfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 11 bis 19, wobei der Schritt des Bestimmens ein Bestimmen
eines Vorhandenseins oder Fehlens des Erkennungszielsignals unter Verwendung eines Wahrscheinlichkeitsver-
hältnis-Testverfahrens enthält.

Revendications

1. Appareil de détection de signal (23) destiné à déterminer si un signal cible de détection est inclus dans un signal
radio reçu, le signal reçu incluant une pluralité de signaux cibles de détection, l’appareil comprenant :

une unité de calcul de quantité de caractéristiques de forme d’onde (31) configurée de manière à calculer une
quantité de caractéristiques de forme d’onde pour chaque signal cible de détection, dans lequel la quantité de
caractéristiques de forme d’onde est représentée par une fonction d’autocorrélation cyclique de second ordre
spécifiée par un paramètre de fréquence qui indique une fréquence cyclique ;
une unité de calcul de statistique de test (32) configurée de manière à calculer une statistique de test de chaque
signal cible de détection en calculant une série sur une plage de fréquences prédéterminée incluant un paramètre
de fréquence de chaque signal cible de détection, en utilisant la quantité de caractéristiques de forme d’onde ; et
une unité de détermination de signal (33) configurée de manière à déterminer la présence ou l’absence de
chaque signal cible de détection en comparant la statistique de test de chaque signal cible de détection à un seuil,
dans lequel l’appareil de détection de signal inclut en outre une unité de commande de détection itérative (34)
configurée de manière à renvoyer un résultat de l’unité de détermination de signal (33) à l’unité de calcul de
statistique de test (32), en réponse à une détermination, par l’unité de détermination de signal, selon laquelle
le seuil est dépassé pour une statistique de test d’un signal cible de détection spécifique parmi la pluralité de
signaux cibles de détection, et configurée en outre de manière à envoyer un signal de commande à l’unité de
calcul de statistique de test (32) en vue de supprimer la contribution du signal cible de détection spécifique qui
a été détecté, en le définissant sur « 0 », et à recalculer la statistique de test pour chacun des signaux cibles
de détection, et dans lequel l’unité de détermination de signal (33) détermine la présence ou l’absence du signal
cible de détection en comparant la statistique de test recalculée au seuil.

2. Appareil de détection de signal selon la revendication 1, dans lequel,
lorsque l’unité de détermination de signal (33) détecte la présence d’un premier signal cible de détection, mais ne
détecte pas la présence d’un second signal cible de détection, l’unité de calcul de statistique de test (32) recalcule
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la série sur la plage de fréquences prédéterminée de laquelle le premier paramètre de fréquence a été supprimé,
de manière à recalculer la statistique de test du second signal cible de détection, et l’unité de détermination de
signal (33) détermine la présence ou l’absence du second signal cible de détection en comparant la statistique de
test recalculée au seuil.

3. Appareil de détection de signal selon la revendication 1, dans lequel un signal cible de détection spécifique présentant
une composante de fréquence cyclique spécifique est supprimé du signal radio sur la base d’une autocorrélation
du signal cible de détection spécifique.

4. Appareil de détection de signal selon la revendication 3, dans lequel l’unité de calcul de statistique de test (32)
calcule la statistique de test pour le premier candidat en vertu d’une condition où des signaux distincts du premier
candidat du signal cible de détection sont supprimés du signal radio, et l’unité de calcul de statistique de test (32)
calcule la statistique de test pour le second candidat en vertu d’une condition où des signaux distincts du second
candidat du signal cible de détection sont supprimés du signal radio ; et
l’unité de détermination de signal (33) détermine la présence ou l’absence du premier candidat et la présence ou
l’absence du second candidat.

5. Appareil de détection de signal selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel la statistique de test
d’un paramètre de fréquence est calculée à partir d’un vecteur présentant une quantité de caractéristiques de forme
d’onde spécifiée par le paramètre de fréquence et à partir d’une matrice de covariance pour le vecteur.

6. Appareil de détection de signal selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, comprenant en outre une unité
de commande de directivité (71) configurée de manière à commander une directivité pour recevoir le signal radio.

7. Appareil de détection de signal selon la revendication 6, comprenant en outre une unité d’estimation de direction
d’arrivée (73) configurée de manière à estimer une direction d’arrivée du signal radio.

8. Appareil de détection de signal selon la revendication 6 ou 7, dans lequel l’appareil de détection de signal met en
oeuvre, pour chaque direction d’arrivée parmi une pluralité de directions d’arrivée du signal radio, un traitement
destiné à réaliser une directivité présentant une valeur nulle dans une direction, par le biais de l’unité de commande
de directivité, un traitement destiné à calculer une statistique de test par le biais de l’unité de calcul de statistique
de test, et un traitement destiné à déterminer la présence ou l’absence du signal cible de détection par l’unité de
détermination de signal.

9. Appareil de détection de signal selon la revendication 8, dans lequel l’appareil de détection de signal met en oeuvre
de manière itérative un traitement destiné à calculer une statistique de test et un traitement destiné à déterminer la
présence ou l’absence du signal cible de détection en vertu d’une condition où un signal cible de détection dont la
présence a été détectée est supprimé.

10. Appareil de détection de signal selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 9, dans lequel l’unité de détermination
de signal (33) détermine la présence ou l’absence du signal cible de détection en utilisant un procédé de test de
rapport de vraisemblance.

11. Procédé de détection de signal pour déterminer si un signal cible de détection est inclus dans un signal radio reçu,
le signal reçu comprenant une pluralité de signaux cibles de détection, le procédé comprenant les étapes ci-dessous
consistant à :

calculer, par le biais d’une unité de calcul de quantité de caractéristiques de forme d’onde, une quantité de
caractéristiques de forme d’onde pour chaque signal cible de détection, dans lequel la quantité de caractéris-
tiques de forme d’onde est représentée par une fonction d’autocorrélation cyclique de second ordre spécifiée
par un paramètre de fréquence qui indique une fréquence cyclique ;
calculer, par le biais d’une unité de calcul de statistique de test, une statistique de test de chaque signal cible
de détection en calculant une série sur une plage de fréquences prédéterminée incluant un paramètre de
fréquence de chaque signal cible de détection, en utilisant la quantité de caractéristiques de forme d’onde ; et
déterminer, par le biais d’une unité de détermination de signal, la présence ou l’absence de chaque signal cible
de détection, en comparant la statistique de test de chaque signal cible de détection à un seuil,
dans lequel le procédé inclut en outre l’étape consistant à renvoyer un résultat de l’étape de détermination à
l’unité de calcul de statistique de test, en réponse à une détermination selon laquelle le seuil est dépassé pour
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une statistique de test d’un signal cible de détection spécifique parmi la pluralité de signaux cibles de détection,
et à envoyer, par le biais de l’unité de commande de détection itérative, un signal de commande à l’unité de
calcul de statistique de test en vue de supprimer la contribution du signal cible de détection spécifique qui a
été détecté, en le définissant sur « 0 », et à recalculer la statistique de test pour chacun des signaux cibles de
détection, et dans lequel l’unité de détermination de signal détermine la présence ou l’absence du signal cible
de détection en comparant la statistique de test recalculée au seuil.

12. Procédé de détection de signal selon la revendication 11, dans lequel,
lorsque la présence d’un premier signal cible de détection est détectée, mais que la présence d’un second signal
cible de détection n’est pas détectée, la statistique de test du second signal cible de détection est recalculée en
recalculant la série sur la plage de fréquences prédéterminée de laquelle le premier paramètre de fréquence a été
supprimé, et la présence ou l’absence du second signal cible de détection est déterminée en comparant la statistique
de test recalculée au seuil.

13. Procédé de détection de signal selon la revendication 11, dans lequel un signal cible de détection spécifique pré-
sentant une composante de fréquence cyclique spécifique est supprimé du signal radio sur la base d’une autocor-
rélation du signal cible de détection spécifique.

14. Procédé de détection de signal selon la revendication 13, dans lequel l’étape de calcul de la statistique de test inclut
l’étape consistant à calculer la statistique de test pour le premier candidat en vertu d’une condition où des signaux
distincts du premier candidat du signal cible de détection sont supprimés du signal radio, et l’étape consistant à
calculer la statistique de test pour le second candidat en vertu d’une condition où des signaux distincts du second
candidat du signal cible de détection sont supprimés du signal radio ; et
dans lequel la présence ou l’absence du premier candidat et la présence ou l’absence du second candidat sont
déterminées dans l’étape de détermination.

15. Procédé de détection de signal selon l’une quelconque des revendications 11 à 14, dans lequel la statistique de
test d’un paramètre de fréquence est calculée à partir d’un vecteur présentant une quantité de caractéristiques de
forme d’onde spécifiée par le paramètre de fréquence et à partir d’une matrice de covariance pour le vecteur.

16. Procédé de détection de signal selon l’une quelconque des revendications 11 à 15, comprenant en outre une étape
de commande de directivité pour recevoir le signal radio avant de calculer la quantité de caractéristiques de forme
d’onde.

17. Procédé de détection de signal selon la revendication 16, comprenant en outre une étape consistant à estimer une
direction d’arrivée du signal radio avant de commander la directivité.

18. Procédé de détection de signal selon la revendication 16 ou 17, dans lequel le procédé de détection de signal met
en oeuvre, pour chaque direction parmi une pluralité de directions d’arrivée du signal radio :

l’étape de commande de la directivité ;
l’étape de calcul d’une statistique de test ; et
l’étape de détermination de la présence ou de l’absence du signal cible de détection.

19. Procédé de détection de signal selon la revendication 18, dans lequel le traitement destiné à calculer une statistique
de test et le traitement destiné à déterminer la présence ou l’absence du signal cible de détection sont mis en oeuvre
de manière itérative en vertu d’une condition où un signal cible de détection dont la présence a été détectée est
supprimé.

20. Procédé de détection de signal selon l’une quelconque des revendications 11 à 19, dans lequel l’étape de déter-
mination consiste à déterminer la présence ou l’absence du signal cible de détection en utilisant un procédé de test
de rapport de vraisemblance.
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