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Description 

Field  of  the  Invention 

This  invention  relates  to  the  field  of  endoscopy, 
and  more  particularly,  to  a  system  for  packaging 
disposable  endoscope  sheaths  before  and  after  use 
so  that  tyhe  sheaths  remain  sterile  until  they  are 
used  and  do  not  spread  contamination  after  use. 

Background  Art 

The  use  of  endoscopes  for  diagnostic  and 
therapeutic  indications  is  rapidly  expanding.  To  im- 
prove  performance,  endoscopes  have  been  opti- 
mized  to  best  accomplish  their  purpose.  Therefore, 
there  are  upper  endoscopes  for  examination  of  the 
esophagus,  stomach  and  duodenum;  colonoscopes 
for  examining  the  colon;  angioscopes  for  examining 
blood  vessels;  bronchoscopes  for  examining  the 
bronchi;  laparoscopes  for  examining  the  peritoneal 
cavity;  and  arthroscopes  for  examining  joint 
spaces.  The  discussion  which  follows  will  apply  to 
all  of  these  types  of  endoscopes. 

Instruments  to  examine  the  rectum  and  sig- 
moid  colon,  known  as  flexible  sigmoidoscopes,  are 
good  examples  of  the  usefulness  of  endoscopic 
technology.  These  devices  are  expensive,  and  they 
are  used  in  a  contaminated  environment  for  a  pro- 
cedure  which  is  brief  (5-10  minutes)  and  where 
problems  of  cleaning  time  and  contamination  are 
important  factors.  There  has  been  a  large  increase 
in  the  use  of  the  "flexible  sigmoidoscope"  for  use 
in  screening  symptomatic  and  asymptomatic  pa- 
tients  for  colon  and  rectal  cancer.  Ideally,  flexible 
sigmoidoscopes  must  be  used  rapidly  and  inex- 
pensively  in  order  to  maintain  the  cost  of  such 
screening  at  acceptable  levels.  Typically,  a  clinic 
would  like  to  perform  five  sigmoidoscope  examina- 
tions  each  hour.  A  significant  problem  with  making 
such  examinations  quick  and  inexpensive  is  the 
time  necessary  for  adequately  cleaning  the  device. 

Although  endoscopes  can  be  superficially 
cleaned  in  about  two  to  four  minutes,  this  relatively 
cursory  cleaning  may  not  be  adequate  for  com- 
plete  disinfection  and  it  does  not  sterilize  the  in- 
strument.  Even  a  more  complete  cleaning  requiring 
on  the  order  of  eight  to  ten  minutes  may  not  allow 
adequate  cleaning,  particularly  in  view  of  the  in- 
creasing  problems  with  contagious  viruses.  Even 
with  the  use  of  chemicals  such  as  gluteraldehyde, 
depending  on  cleaning  methods,  adequate  clean- 
liness  may  not  be  possible. 

The  cleaning  problem  not  only  includes  the 
outside  of  the  endoscope,  but  also  the  multiple 
small  channels  inside  the  endoscope.  This  includes 
channels  for:  air  insufflation;  water  to  wash  the  tip; 
and  biopsy  and  suction.  Each  channel  also  has  a 

control  valve.  The  channels  extend  along  the  length 
of  the  endoscope  and  come  into  contact  with  body 
tissues  and  fluids.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  ade- 
quately  clean  these  channels  even  when  skilled 

5  health  practitioners  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  on 
the  cleaning  procedure. 

Even  if  endoscopes  can  be  adequately  cleaned 
in  eight  to  ten  minutes,  the  cleaning  still  prevents 
endoscopy  examinations  from  being  relatively  in- 

io  expensive.  While  a  physician  may  spend  five  to  ten 
minutes  performing  some  types  of  endoscopy,  he 
or  she  will  generally  waste  a  great  deal  of  time 
waiting  for  the  endoscope  to  be  cleaned  before  he 
or  she  can  conduct  another  endoscopy.  A  partial 

75  solution  to  the  "idle  time"  problem  is  to  purchase 
multiple  instruments  so  one  can  be  used  as  the 
others  are  being  cleaned.  However,  the  expense  of 
having  duplicate  endoscopes  of  each  of  the  many 
types  described  above  makes  this  solution  imprac- 

20  tical  especially  for  physicians'  offices  and  smaller 
clinics. 

Not  only  must  the  idle  time  of  the  physician  be 
added  to  the  cost  of  endoscopic  examinations,  but 
the  time  spent  by  a  nurse  or  other  hospital  per- 

25  sonnel  in  the  cleaning  as  well  as  the  cost  of  dis- 
infecting  chemicals  and  other  costs  of  the  cleaning 
process  must  also  be  added  to  the  cost  of  the 
examination.  Although  automatic  washing  machines 
are  available  to  clean  endoscopes,  these  machines 

30  are  expensive,  take  up  significant  amounts  of 
space,  are  noisy  and  are  not  faster  than  washing 
by  hand.  Further,  regardless  of  whether  the  clean- 
ing  is  done  manually  or  by  machine,  the  cleaning 
chemicals  can  be  harmful  to  the  endoscope  and 

35  thus  significantly  shorten  its  life  span.  The  cleaning 
chemicals,  being  toxic,  are  also  potentially  injurious 
to  the  staff  who  use  them,  and  to  the  environment 
into  which  they  are  discharged.  To  use  some  of 
these  chemicals  safely,  such  as  gluteraldehyde, 

40  requires  a  dedicated  ventilated  hood,  which  uses 
up  space  and  is  expensive  to  install  and  operate. 
The  chemicals  are  also  potentially  toxic  to  the 
patient  in  that,  if  residue  remains  after  cleaning  and 
rinsing  the  instrument,  the  patient  could  have  a 

45  reaction  to  the  chemicals. 
As  a  result  of  these  many  problems,  conven- 

tional  endoscope  cleaning  techniques  increase  the 
cost  of  endoscopic  procedures.  Furthermore,  while 
the  risk  of  contamination  using  endoscopes  is  often 

50  far  less  than  the  risk  of  alternative  procedures, 
such  as  surgery,  there  is  nevertheless  a  risk  that 
endoscopes  are  not  adequately  cleaned  to  prevent 
the  risk  of  transmission  of  infectious  diseases  from 
one  patient  to  the  next. 

55  In  the  health  care  field,  the  problems  of  con- 
taminated  instruments  transmitting  disease  from 
one  patient  to  the  next  have  generally  been  solved 
by  making  such  instruments  disposable.  However, 
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this  approach  has  not  been  thought  possible  in  the 
field  of  endoscopy  because  endoscopes  are  ex- 
pensive  instruments.  Moreover,  it  has  not  been 
thought  possible  to  isolate  the  endoscope  from  the 
patient  or  the  external  environment  because  the 
endoscope  itself  has  channels  inside  it  that  are 
used  as  a  conduit  for  body  fluids  and  tissues,  such 
as,  for  example,  in  taking  biopsies.  The  only  meth- 
od  currently  available  to  actually  sterilize  an  en- 
doscope  is  to  use  gas  sterilization  with  ethylene 
oxide  gas.  However,  there  are  several  disadvan- 
tages  in  using  this  procedure.  The  procedure  is 
very  slow  (up  to  24  hours)  during  which  the  en- 
doscope  cannot  be  used.  Also,  the  gas  affects  the 
plastic  of  the  endoscope  and  shortens  its  life  span. 
Finally,  the  gas  is  toxic,  and,  therefore,  great  care 
must  be  taken  to  ensure  that  no  residue  remains 
that  might  cause  patient  or  staff,  irritation  or  allergic 
reaction  during  contact  with  the  endoscope. 

The  above-described  limitations  in  cleaning  en- 
doscopes  by  conventional  techniques  limit  the  use 
of  an  endoscope.  It  is  desirable  to  make  endo- 
scopy  procedures  both  inexpensive  and  more  free 
from  risk  of  contamination. 

US-A-4,646,722  uses  an  endoscope  sheath 
having  a  flexible  tube  surrounding  the  elongated 
core  of  an  endoscope.  The  flexible  tube  has  a 
transparent  window  near  its  distal  end  positioned  in 
front  of  the  viewing  window  of  the  endoscope. 
Channels  that  come  into  contact  with  the  patient  or 
the  patient's  body  fluids,  e.g.  channels  for  taking 
biopsies,  injecting  air  or  injecting  water  to  wash  the 
window  of  the  sheath,  extend  along  the  endoscope, 
either  inside  or  outside  the  sheath.  Where  the 
channels  are  positioned  inside  the  sheath,  they 
may  be  inserted  in  a  longitudinal  groove  formed  in 
the  endoscope  core.  The  protective  sheath  may  be 
used  with  either  end-viewing  endoscopes  or  side- 
viewing  endoscopes.  The  protective  sheath  may  be 
installed  by  rolling  the  elastomeric  tube  into  an 
annular  configuration  and  then  unrolling  the  tube 
over  the  core  of  the  endoscope.  Alternatively,  the 
tube  may  be  inflated  in  its  unrolled  configuration  to 
expand  the  tube  and  allow  it  to  be  easily  slipped 
onto  the  endoscope  core.  A  variety  of  specialized 
endoscopes  may  be  created  by  using  protective 
sheaths  having  a  variety  of  special  purpose  medi- 
cal  instruments  mounted  at  the  end  of  a  biopsy 
channel  and  operated  through  the  channel. 

One  aspect  of  using  protective  endoscope 
sheaths  that  must  be  adequately  dealt  with  is  their 
handling  both  before  and  after  use.  The  sheaths 
must  be  protected  from  becoming  contaminated 
prior  to  use  so  that  they  do  not  contaminate  or 
infect  patients  during  endoscopy,  particularly  those 
having  a  depressed  immune  system.  Consequent- 
ly,  the  sheath  should  be  packaged  in  a  clean  or 
sterile  container  during  shipment  and  storage.  It  is 

also  important  that  the  sheath  not  become  contami- 
nated  while  it  is  being  unpackaged  and  installed  on 
an  endoscope. 

After  the  endoscopic  examination  has  been 
5  completed,  the  outside  of  the  sheath  and  its  inter- 

nal  channels  (i.e.  biopsy  channel,  air  and  water 
channels,  etc.)  are  contaminated  with  stool,  blood 
or  mucus.  This  contamination  must  not  be  spread 
around  the  examining  room  environment  as  the 

io  sheath  is  being  removed  from  the  endoscope  and 
before  it  is  placed  in  a  suitable  disposal  receptacle. 

One  approach  to  handling  endoscope  sheaths 
for  installation  and  removal  on  an  endoscope  is 
illustrated  in  US-A-4,721  ,097.  A  rigid  tube  is  moun- 

15  ted  in  a  enclosure.  A  sheath  is  placed  in  the  tube 
and  the  tube  is  evacuated  to  expand  the  sheath 
against  the  internal  walls  of  the  tube.  The  sheath 
can  then  be  installed  on  an  endoscope  insertion 
tube  by  inserting  the  endoscope  insertion  tube  into 

20  the  tube,  releasing  the  vacuum  in  the  tube  to  allow 
the  sheath  to  contract  onto  the  insertion  tube,  and 
then  withdrawing  the  insertion  tube  from  the  tube. 

Disclosure  of  the  Invention 
25 

It  is  an  object  of  the  invention  to  provide  a 
system  for  packaging  disposable  endoscope 
sheaths  that  prevents  them  from  becoming  con- 
taminated  during  shipment  and  installation  on  en- 

30  doscopes. 
It  is  another  object  of  the  invention  to  provide  a 

system  for  packaging  disposable  endoscope 
sheaths  that  can  be  used  to  quickly  and  easily 
install  the  sheaths  on  endoscopes  without  contami- 

35  nating  the  sheaths. 
It  is  another  object  of  the  invention  to  provide  a 

packaging  system  for  disposable  endoscope 
sheaths  that  prevents  the  sheaths  from  spreading 
contamination  after  use. 

40  It  is  still  another  object  of  the  invention  to 
provide  a  packaging  system  for  disposable  en- 
doscope  sheaths  that  allows  endoscopes  to  be 
easily  and  quickly  removed  from  the  sheaths  after 
use. 

45  It  is  a  further  object  of  the  invention  to  provide 
a  packaging  system  for  disposable  endoscope 
sheaths  that  can  be  adapted  for  use  with  a  wide 
variety  of  endoscope  sizes. 

These  and  other  objects  of  the  invention  are 
50  provided  by  a  packaging  system  for  a  disposable 

endoscope  sheath  using  an  elongated  or  tubular 
bag  with  a  closed  end,  made  of  flexible,  nonelastic 
material.  The  tubular  bag  has  a  length  that  is 
slightly  longer  than  the  length  of  an  endoscope 

55  insertion  tube  on  which  the  sheath  is  to  be  installed 
and  a  diameter  that  is  larger  than  the  diameter  of 
the  insertion  tube.  The  disposable  sheath  is  posi- 
tioned  within  the  tubular  bag  with  its  open  end 
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positioned  near  the  proximal  end  of  the  tubular  bag 
so  that  the  sheath  can  be  installed  on  the  insertion 
tube  by  inserting  the  insertion  tube  through  the 
proximal  opening  in  the  tubular  bag  and  the  open- 
ing  in  the  sheath. 

The  tubular  bag  includes  a  funnel  or  bag  mem- 
ber  that  has  an  opening  extending  from  the  perim- 
eter  of  the  tubular  bag  adjacent  to  its  proximal  end. 
A  funnel  or  large  opening  bag  makes  it  easier  to 
insert  the  endoscope  into  the  tubular  bag  for  plac- 
ing  the  sheath  onto  the  endoscope  and  removing 
the  sheath  when  the  sheath  is  to  be  disposed  of. 
The  bag  also  packages  the  tubing  connections  that 
connect  the  air,  water,  and  suction  tubes  from  the 
sheath  to  the  endoscope.  The  bag  may  be  re- 
tracted  after  the  tubing  has  been  removed  and  the 
endoscope  inserted  into  the  sheath  without  using  a 
funnel  member. 

A  rigid  cylindrical  collar  preferably  extends  ar- 
ound  the  periphery  of  the  tubular  bag  adjacent  to 
the  proximal  end  of  the  tubular  bag.  The  rigid  collar 
makes  it  easier  to  connect  the  bag  elements  to 
support  the  assembly  in  the  vertical  position. 

In  order  to  assist  in  the  installation  and  removal 
of  the  sheath,  a  stand  may  be  used  to  support  the 
tubular  bag  in  an  extended,  upright  condition.  The 
stand  includes  a  vertically  extending  support  bar 
and  a  support  arm  projecting  horizontally  from  the 
vertical  support  bar.  A  forked  member,  or  alter- 
natively  a  collet,  is  coupled  to  the  support  arm  to 
accept  the  tubular  bag.  The  stand  may  also  include 
a  two-member  arm  above  the  tubular  bag  support 
arm  to  support  an  opening  bag  or  funnel  in  an 
upright  and  open  position.  The  two-member  arm 
may  be  moved  down  the  bar  to  pull  the  bag  top 
downward  to  permit  easier  insertion  of  the  en- 
doscope  into  the  tubular  bag. 

The  tubular  bag  and  sheath  may  be  packaged 
in  a  tray  having  a  base  in  which  a  spiral  recess  is 
formed.  The  recess  has  a  length  and  width  that  are 
larger  than  the  length  and  diameter  of  the  bag  so 
that  the  bag  and  sheath  may  be  inserted  into  the 
recess  to  form  a  spiral  or  circular  coil. 

The  sheath  is  installed  by  first  inserting  the  tip 
of  the  endoscope  into  the  open  end  of  the  sheath 
and  then  inflating  the  sheath  until  it  expands  to 
contact  the  inner  wall  of  the  bag.  The  bag  thus 
restricts  the  expansion  of  the  sheath  to  a  diameter 
that  is  substantially  equal  to  the  diameter  of  the 
bag.  The  insertion  tube  of  the  endoscope  is  then 
inserted  into  the  open  end  of  the  sheath  while  the 
sheath  is  in  its  expanded  condition  in  the  bag. 
Once  the  endoscope  has  been  fully  inserted,  the 
sheath  is  allowed  to  deflate  which  causes  the 
sheath  to  contract  away  from  the  wall  of  the  bag 
and  onto  the  outer  surface  of  the  insertion  tube. 
Finally,  the  insertion  tube  and  surrounding  sheath 
are  removed  from  the  tubular  bag  so  that  the 

endoscope  can  be  used  to  conduct  an  endoscopic 
examination  or  procedure.  After  the  procedure,  the 
sheath  is  removed  from  the  endoscope.  This  is 
done  by  inserting  the  endoscope  insertion  tube, 

5  and  surrounding  sheath,  into  the  proximal  end  of 
the  tubular  bag.  The  sheath  is  then  inflated  until  is 
expands  away  from  the  surface  of  the  insertion 
tube  to  contact  the  inner  wall  of  the  tubular  bag. 
The  insertion  tube  is  then  removed  from  the  open 

io  end  of  the  sheath  while  the  sheath  is  in  its  ex- 
panded  condition  in  the  tubular  bag.  The  sheath  is 
then  deflated  to  allow  the  sheath  to  contract  away 
from  the  wall  of  the  tubular  bag.  The  hoses  for  the 
air,  water  and  suction  connections,  now  contami- 

15  nated,  are  placed  in  the  bag  or  funnel.  The  bag 
opening  is  closed,  thus  sealing  all  contaminated 
parts  inside  the  tubular  bag.  The  contaminated 
sheath  and  the  bags  are  discarded  as  a  unit  while 
the  sheath  is  contained  within  the  tubular  bag. 

20 
Brief  Description  of  the  Drawings 

Figure  1  is  an  isometric  view  of  an  endoscope 
having  a  protective  endoscope  sheath  installed  on 

25  its  insertion  tube. 
Figure  2  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  the  inven- 

tive  elongated,  flexible,  nonelastic  bag  used  to 
package  disposable  endoscope  sheaths  before  and 
after  use  and  to  facilitate  installation  on  and  re- 

30  moval  from  endoscopes. 
Figures  3A-C  are  schematics  showing  the  tech- 

nique  of  using  the  bag  of  Figure  2  to  install  a 
disposable  sheath  on  an  endoscope  prior  to  use 
and  to  remove  the  sheath  from  the  endoscope  after 

35  use. 
Figure  4  is  a  side  elevational  view  showing  the 

packaging  bag  of  Figure  2  mounted  on  a  stand  that 
is  used  to  support  the  bag  as  an  endoscope  is 
inserted  into  and  removed  from  the  bag. 

40  Figure  5  is  a  isometric  view  of  a  sterile  tray 
used  to  package  the  bag  of  Figure  2  containing  a 
disposable  endoscope  sheath  prior  to  installation 
on  an  endoscope.  This  can  also  be  used  to  dis- 
pose  of  the  contaminated  sheath  inside  the  pack- 

45  aging  bag  after  use. 
Figure  6  is  an  isometric  view  of  an  alternative 

embodiment  holding  the  tubular  bag  in  the  horizon- 
tal  position. 

Figure  7  is  an  isometric  view  of  an  alternative 
50  embodiment  of  the  stand  for  placement  on  a  table. 

Best  Mode  for  Carrying  Out  the  Invention 

An  endoscope  10,  of  the  type  utilizing  a  dis- 
ss  posable  protective  endoscope  sheath,  is  illustrated 

in  Figure  1.  The  endoscope  10  includes  a  flexible, 
elongated  insertion  tube  12  extending  from  a  con- 
trol  handle  14  to  a  tip  portion  16.  An  elongated, 

4 
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generally  U-shaped  groove  18  extends  along  the 
length  of  the  insertion  tube  12  and  the  tip  portion 
16.  The  groove  18  receives  a  biopsy  channel  20 
(and,  if  desired,  water,  suction  and  inflation  chan- 
nels)  covered  by  in  a  disposable  sheath  22  that 
surrounds  the  insertion  tube  12.  The  end  of  the 
sheath  22  includes  an  optical  window  24  for  an 
imaging  system  and  an  illuminating  system  moun- 
ted  in  the  tip  portion  16  of  the  endoscope  10.  The 
optical  window  24  is  mounted  in  a  rigid  cylindrical 
housing  25  secured  to  the  distal  end  of  the  sheath 
22.  As  with  conventional  endoscopes,  the  imaging 
system  may  be  either  video  or  fiber  optic.  Simi- 
larly,  the  illuminating  system  may  be  either  elec- 
trical  or  fiber  optic.  The  endoscope  10  also  in- 
cludes  a  set  of  control  cables  (not  shown)  extend- 
ing  through  the  insertion  tube  12  from  the  tip 
portion  16  to  the  control  handle  14  for  selectively 
bending  the  tip  portion  16  as  desired.  The  control 
cables  are  operated  by  conventional  control  wheels 
26  mounted  on  the  control  handle  14.  The  control 
handle  14  also  includes  a  conventional  eyepiece 
28,  assuming  that  a  fiber  optic  imaging  system  is 
used. 

The  sheath  22  may  be  installed  on  the  inser- 
tion  tube  12  by  rolling  it  onto  the  tube  12  from  the 
tip  portion  16  toward  the  handle  14.  However,  this 
installation  technique  exhibits  several  disadvan- 
tages.  It  is  therefore  preferable  to  inflate  the  sheath 
22  while  it  is  in  its  unrolled  condition  and  then 
insert  the  insertion  tube  12  into  the  sheath  22  while 
it  is  in  its  inflated  condition.  A  structure  for  inflating 
the  sheath  22  is  described  in  US-A-4,646,722 
which  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

One  embodiment  of  the  packaging  system  for 
endoscopes  using  disposable  sheaths  is  illustrated 
in  Figure  2.  A  packaging  bag  40  includes  an  elon- 
gated  insertion  tube  bag  42  having  a  length  slightly 
longer  than  the  length  of  the  insertion  tube  12  of 
the  endoscope  10  and  a  diameter  that  is  substan- 
tially  larger  than  the  diameter  of  the  insertion  tube 
12  but  within  the  range  of  expansion  of  the  sheath 
material.  The  insertion  tube  bag  42  is  formed  of  a 
flexible  but  substantially  nonelastic  material,  such 
as  a  suitable  plastic.  The  insertion  tube  bag  42  is 
suspended  from  a  rigid  plastic  collar  44  having  an 
outwardly  projecting  support  flange  46.  The  inser- 
tion  tube  bag  42  terminates  in  a  rigid,  cylindrical  tip 
48  having  a  hook  50  at  its  lower  end  from  which  a 
weight  52  is  suspended.  A  funnel-like  member  60 
projects  upwardly  from  the  collar  44.  A  plurality  of 
relatively  rigid  stays  62  can  be  attached  to  the 
funnel-like  member  60.  The  stays  62  extend  upwar- 
dly  from  the  collar  44  to  a  pair  relatively  rigid 
peripheral  ribs  64,  66  which  intersect  each  other  at 
a  pair  of  hinge  points  68.  The  hinge  points  68  allow 
the  ribs  64,  66  to  be  folded  against  each  other  to 
collapse  the  funnel-like  member  60  flat  to  reduce 

its  size  for  shipping  and  storage.  Also,  securing  the 
ribs  64,  66  to  each  other  causes  the  funnel-like 
member  60  to  assume  the  configuration  of  a  bag 
for  housing  the  channels  20  (Figure  1)  forming  part 

5  of  the  sheath  22  as  well  as  other  supplies  and 
devices  that  may  be  used  with  the  endoscope  10 
or  sheath  22.  Alternatively,  the  funnel-like  member 
60  may  be  a  collapsible  bag  for  holding  various 
hoses  prior  to  use.  The  bag  may  be  removed  or 

io  retracted  prior  to  inserting  the  endoscope  into  the 
sheath. 

The  funnel-like  member  60  is  preferably 
formed  from  the  same  type  of  material  as  the 
insertion  tube  bag  42.  However,  for  the  reasons 

is  explained  below,  it  may  be  somewhat  thinner.  The 
stays  62  maintain  the  funnel-like  configuration  of 
the  funnel-like  member  60.  The  peripheral  ribs  64, 
66  are  used  to  hold  the  periphery  of  the  funnel-like 
member  60  open  for  insertion  and  removal  of  the 

20  insertion  tube  12  of  the  endoscope  10.  A  pair  of 
semicircular  tabs  70  project  upwardly  from  the 
midpoints  of  the  peripheral  ribs  64,  66.  In  the  event 
a  collapsible  bag  is  used  for  member  60,  the  top 
edges  of  the  bag  may  be  held  up  by  support  rack 

25  200  from  tabs  70,  by  hooking  members  202,  as 
shown  in  Figure  7.  This  latter  design  allows  the 
user  to  raise  and  lower  the  bag  as  desired.  This 
can  be  helpful  when  integrating  the  sheath  to  the 
endoscope  by  allowing  improved  access.  The  user 

30  may  wish  the  bag  to  be  held  open  and  extended 
upward  while  removing  the  hoses  stored  therein. 
The  user  may  then  lower  hooking  member  202  by 
loosening  clamp  201.  This  lowers  the  top  of  the 
bag  to  the  support  arm  92  to  permit  the  user  to 

35  directly  access  a  nozzle  80  described  later  and 
tubular  bag  opening. 

As  explained  in  greater  detail  below,  the  pack- 
aging  bag  40  is  shipped  with  a  disposable  sheath 
(not  shown)  extending  along  the  length  of  the  inser- 

40  tion  tube  bag  42.  The  sheath  is  installed  onto  the 
insertion  tube  12  by  inserting  the  insertion  tube  12 
into  the  sheath  while  the  sheath  is  in  the  insertion 
tube  bag  42.  The  insertion  tube  12  and  sheath  22 
are  then  removed  from  the  bag  42  for  use  in 

45  conducting  an  endoscopic  procedure.  After  the  en- 
doscopic  procedure  has  been  completed,  the  inser- 
tion  tube  12,  surrounded  by  the  sheath  22,  is 
inserted  into  the  insertion  tube  bag  42,  and  the 
insertion  tube  12  is  removed  from  the  bag  42  while 

50  leaving  the  sheath  22  behind  in  the  insertion  tube 
bag  42. 

The  manner  of  using  the  packaging  bag  40  of 
Figure  2  is  explained  in  greater  detail  with  refer- 
ence  to  Figure  3.  The  packaging  bag  40  is  illus- 

55  trated  in  Figure  3A  in  the  condition  in  which  it  is 
received  from  the  supplier  of  the  sheath.  The 
sheath  22  extends  the  length  of  the  insertion  tube 
bag  42  from  the  cylindrical  housing  25  to  an  infla- 

5 
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tion  nozzle  80.  The  inflation  nozzle  80  can  be 
releasably  secured  to  the  bag  42  by  conventional 
means  (not  shown),  such  as  a  clip,  snap  or  Velcro 
(registered  trade  mark)  fastener,  to  prevent  inadver- 
tent  longitudinal  movement  of  the  sheath  22  along 
the  length  of  the  bag  42.  As  illustrated  in  Figure 
3A,  the  diameter  of  the  sheath  22  i  substantially 
smaller  than  the  diameter  of  the  insertion  tube  bag 
42.  In  this  condition,  the  insertion  tube  bag  42 
isolates  the  sheath  22  from  the  environment  to 
avoid  contamination  and  to  maintain  the  sterility  of 
the  sheath  22. 

The  sheath  22  is  installed  on  the  insertion  tube 
12  of  an  endoscope,  as  illustrated  in  Figure  3B.  A 
conventional  source  of  pressurized  air  is  connected 
to  an  inlet  82  of  the  nozzle  80  through  a  tube  84. 
Air  thus  flows  from  inlet  82  into  the  interior  of  the 
sheath  22.  The  nozzle  80  is  made  of  nonexpan- 
dable  material.  Since  the  end  opening  of  the  nozzle 
80  is  blocked  by  the  end  of  the  insertion  tube  12, 
the  pressure  in  the  sheath  22  builds  up.  The  sheath 
22  then  expands  until  its  outer  surface  contacts  the 
inner  surface  of  the  insertion  tube  bag  42.  The 
insertion  tube  bag  42,  by  restraining  expansion  of 
the  sheath  22,  reduces  the  necessity  to  precisely 
control  both  the  pressure  applied  to  expand  the 
sheath  22  and  the  uniformity  of  the  thickness  of  the 
sheath  22.  If  the  expansion  of  the  sheath  22  was 
not  prevented  by  the  insertion  tube  bag  42,  exces- 
sive  pressure  applied  to  the  sheath  22  could  cause 
the  sheath  22  to  burst  like  a  balloon.  Also,  ir- 
regularities  in  the  thickness  of  the  wall  of  the 
sheath  22  could  cause  excessive  or  insufficient 
expansion  of  the  sheath  22  in  localized  areas  which 
could  also  cause  the  sheath  22  to  rupture  or  be 
difficult  to  use. 

Once  the  sheath  22  has  expanded  to  the  diam- 
eter  of  the  insertion  tube  bag  42,  the  insertion  tube 
12  can  be  easily  further  inserted  into  the  sheath  22 
through  the  opening  in  the  nozzle  80,  as  illustrated 
in  Figure  3B. 

After  the  insertion  tube  12  has  been  inserted  all 
the  way  into  the  sheath  22,  the  air  pressure  is 
removed  from  the  nozzle  80  thereby  allowing  the 
sheath  22  to  deflate.  The  tube  84  is  then  removed 
from  the  inlet  82  of  the  nozzle  80.  The  endoscope 
may  then  be  used  by  removing  the  insertion  tube 
12  and  sheath  22  from  the  insertion  tube  bag  42, 
as  illustrated  in  Figure  3C.  Alternatively,  the  inser- 
tion  tube  12  and  sheath  22  may  remain  in  the 
insertion  tube  bag  42  until  it  is  ready  for  use.  In 
this  condition,  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  can  main- 
tain  the  sterility  or  cleanliness  of  the  sheath  22. 
Also,  of  course,  the  insertion  tube  12,  surrounded 
by  the  sheath  22,  may  be  inserted  into  the  bag  42 
during  an  endoscopic  procedure  or  examination 
thereby  storing  the  endoscope  in  a  manner  that 
prevents  the  spread  of  contamination  in  the  exam- 

ining  room  environment.  This  may  be  desirable  in 
the  situation  where  the  endoscope  is  temporarily 
removed  from  the  patient. 

After  the  insertion  tube  12  and  sheath  22  have 
5  been  used  to  conduct  an  endoscopic  procedure, 

the  outer  surface  of  the  sheath  22  as  well  as  the 
channels  20  are  contaminated.  It  is  important  to 
prevent  this  contamination  from  being  spread  ar- 
ound  the  examining  room  environement  as  the 

io  sheath  22  is  removed  from  the  insertion  tube  12. 
The  sheath  22  may  be  removed  from  the  insertion 
tube  12  without  spreading  contamination  by  rein- 
serting  the  insertion  tube  12  and  sheath  22  into  the 
insertion  tube  bag  42,  as  illustrated  in  Figure  3C. 

is  Air  pressure  is  then  applied  to  the  inlet  82  of  the 
nozzle  80  through  the  tube  84  to  inflate  the  sheath 
22.  The  sheath  22  then  expands  away  from  the 
outer  surface  of  the  insertion  tube  12  against  the 
inner  surface  of  the  insertion  tube  bag  42,  as 

20  illustrated  in  Figure  3B.  Once  the  sheath  22  has 
expanded  to  the  diameter  of  the  insertion  tube  bag 
42,  the  insertion  tube  12  may  be  removed  from  the 
sheath  22  with  the  same  ease  in  which  it  was 
installed,  as  illustrated  in  Figure  3B.  The  air  pres- 

25  sure  is  then  removed  from  the  sheath  22  to  allow 
the  sheath  22  to  deflate,  as  illustrated  in  Figure  3A. 
The  top  of  the  bag  40  is  closed.  The  contaminated 
sheath  22  can  then  be  discarded  with  the  insertion 
tube  bag  42  preventing  the  contamination  from 

30  spreading  to  the  environment. 
As  mentioned  above,  the  nonresilient  charac- 

teristic  of  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  restricts  further 
expansion  of  the  sheath  22  once  the  sheath  ex- 
pands  to  the  diameter  of  the  bag  42.  The  bag  42 

35  restricts  expansion  of  the  sheath  22  during  both  the 
insertion  of  the  insertion  tube  12  into  the  sheath  22 
and  the  removal  of  the  insertion  tube  12  from  the 
sheath  22.  However,  it  is  even  more  important  to 
prevent  an  explosive  rupture  of  the  sheath  22  dur- 

40  ing  the  removal  of  the  insertion  tube  12  from  the 
sheath  22  because  an  explosive  rupture  of  the 
sheath  22  during  the  removal  phase  could  spread 
contamination  over  a  wide  area.  In  order  to  ade- 
quately  restrict  expansion  of  the  sheath  22,  the  bag 

45  42  should  be  relatively  sturdy.  For  typical,  com- 
mercially  available  plastic  films  the  bag  42  should 
have  a  wall  thickness  of  at  least  0,1  mm  (.004  inch) 
of  polyethylene  or  other  suitable  material.  In  con- 
trast,  since  the  funnel-like  member  60  is  not  forced 

50  outwardly  by  inflation  of  the  sheath  22,  it  may  have 
a  wall  thickness  of  about  0,0254  mm  to  0,0508  mm 
(0.001  inch  to  0.002  inch). 

The  length  of  a  typical  insertion  tube  12  is  on 
the  order  of  1  meter,  and  insertion  tubes  for  col- 

55  onoscopes  can  have  lengths  of  as  long  as  2  me- 
ters. 

It  can  be  difficult  to  support  an  insertion  tube 
bag  42  having  a  length  of  between  1  and  2  meters 

6 
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in  a  vertical  manner.  Consequently,  it  may  be  de- 
sirable  to  support  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  in  a 
horizontal  fashion  on  table  301  ,  as  shown  in  Figure 
6.  In  this  embodiment,  the  insertion  tube  bag  42 
extends  along  table  301  between  a  forked  support 
rack  300  on  a  tab  302,  and  a  hook  304.  The  hook 
may  be  loaded  with  a  suitable  tensioning  device 
305  (spring  or  weight)  if  desired,  or  may  be  a  rigid 
coupling. 

For  an  endoscope  with  a  length  of  1  meter  or 
less,  it  may  be  desirable  to  use  a  stand  80  as 
illustrated  in  Figures  4  and  7.  This  stand  could 
extend  to  the  floor,  as  shown  in  Figure  4,  or  sit  on 
a  bench,  as  shown  in  Figure  7.  The  elements  and 
features  of  each  are  interchangeable.  The  stand  80 
includes  a  vertical  support  bar  82  projecting  verti- 
cally  from  the  base  79  or  from  three  legs  84 
interconnected  by  a  reinforcing  ring  86.  A  clamp  88 
includes  a  hand  screw  90  for  frictionally  engaging 
the  support  member  82  in  a  releasable  manner.  A 
support  arm  92  has  a  forked  end  94  that  supports 
the  bag  42  at  support  flange  46,  as  shown  in 
Figures  2  and  4.  Thus,  the  support  arm  92  holds 
the  collar  44  up  through  the  support  flange  46. 
Alternatively,  as  shown  in  Figure  7,  a  collet  closure 
208  may  be  used  to  support  collar  44  rather  than 
using  a  forked  member  94.  When  a  large  bag  is 
used  without  support  ribs,  it  is  sometimes  advanta- 
geous  to  retract  the  bag  or  funnel  member  below 
the  sheath  manifold  which  extends  just  above  sup- 
port  collar  44  (not  shown).  Having  the  collet  208 
extend  above  support  member  92  holds  the  collar 
44  a  desired  distance  above  member  92.  This 
permits  the  member  60  to  be  retracted  below  the 
top  of  the  support  collar  44  such  as  by  folding 
member  60  or  by  lowering  clamp  200.  This  im- 
proves  access  to  the  sheath  manifold  (not  shown) 
for  scope  insertion  and  removal.  A  forked  holder  96 
projects  horizontally  from  support  bar  182  above 
the  support  arm  92.  Member  60  allows  the  handle 
14  (Figure  1)  of  the  endoscope  to  clip  into  the 
forked  holder  96  while  the  insertion  tube  12  is  left 
in  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  for  subsequent  use  or 
disposal. 

The  weight  52,  illustrated  in  Figures  2  and  4, 
tensions  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  to  prevent  the 
sheath  22  from  clinging  to  the  bag  42  when  the 
sheath  22  and  insertion  tube  12  are  being  removed 
from  or  reinserted  into  the  bag  42.  While  the  bag 
42  is  of  an  expandable  material,  it  may  be  made  of 
collapsible  material.  A  weight  of  about  200  grams 
should  be  sufficiently  heavy  to  adequately  anchor 
the  end  of  the  bag  42.  Alternatively,  bag  42  may  be 
a  stiffer  member  and  not  require  a  weight. 

The  stand  180  illustrated  in  Figures  4  and  7 
may  be  advantageously  used  for  endoscopes  10 
having  insertion  tubes  12  of  up  to  about  1  meter. 
Endoscopes  10  having  longer  insertion  tubes  12 

may  require  that  the  bag  42  be  positioned  in  an 
inclined  or  horizontal  position  on  a  table,  as  shown 
in  Figure  6.  In  this  embodiment  a  tension  spring 
(not  shown)  extending  between  the  distal  end  of 

5  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  and  a  fixed  support  may 
be  used  instead  of  the  weight  52  to  ensure  that 
bag  42  is  completely  extended. 

In  order  to  prevent  contamination  and/or  main- 
tain  the  sterility  of  the  sheath  22  prior  to  use  and  to 

io  prevent  damage  while  shipping,  it  is  important  to 
package  the  packaging  bag  40  for  shipment  and 
storage  in  a  suitable  container.  The  substantial 
length  of  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  makes  it  un- 
desirable  to  utilize  a  linear  package  for  the  pack- 

15  aging  bag  40  since  it  is  difficult  to  transport  and 
store  relatively  long  objects.  Instead,  the  insertion 
tube  bag  42  having  sheath  22  therein  may  be 
placed  in  a  tray  100  of  the  type  illustrated  in  Figure 
5.  The  tray  100  includes  a  container  102  having  a 

20  spiral  recess  104  of  a  length  and  width  adapted  to 
receive  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  in  a  coiled  con- 
figuration.  A  circular  recess  106  formed  at  the 
center  of  the  container  102  receives  the  funnel-like 
member  60.  The  member  60  includes  additional 

25  hoses  to  be  coupled  to  and  disposed  with  sheath 
22.  The  container  102  may  be  covered  by  a  paper 
or  plastic  membrane  sealed  to  the  container  102 
with  a  pressure-sensitive  adhesive.  The  packaging 
bag  40  can  be  sterilized  in  the  container  102  by 

30  suitable  means,  such  as  by  flooding  the  container 
102  with  ethylene  oxide  gas. 

When  the  sheath  22  is  to  be  installed  on  the 
insertion  tube  12  of  an  endoscope,  the  paper  or 
plastic  membrane  can  be  peeled  from  the  upper 

35  surface  of  the  container  102,  thereby  allowing  the 
insertion  tube  bag  42  and  funnel-like  member  60  to 
be  removed  from  the  respective  recesses  104,  106. 
The  packaging  bag  40  is  then  mounted  at  collar  44 
on  the  stand  180  (Figure  4  or  7,  or  table  301)  and 

40  the  weight  52  is  attached  to  its  lower  end.  The 
insertion  tube  12  is  then  inserted  into  the  sheath  22 
as  explained  above  with  reference  to  Figure  3B. 
After  the  sheath  22  has  been  installed  on  the 
insertion  tube  12,  the  insertion  tube  12  and  sheath 

45  22  are  removed  from  the  bag  42,  and  an  en- 
doscopic  procedure  or  exam  is  conducted.  After 
the  endoscopic  procedure  or  exam  has  been  com- 
pleted,  the  insertion  tube  12  and  sheath  22  are 
reinserted  into  the  insertion  tube  bag  42,  the 

50  sheath  22  is  inflated  and  the  insertion  tube  12  is 
then  removed  from  the  sheath  22.  The  contami- 
nated  sheath  22  inside  the  insertion  tube  bag  42 
can  then  be  disposed  of  either  directly  or  after 
once  again  placing  the  insertion  tube  bag  42  and 

55  funnel-like  member  60  in  the  respective  recesses 
104,  106  of  the  tray  100. 

Is  is  thus  seen  that  the  inventive  packaging 
system  prevents  the  sheath  from  becoming  con- 
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taminated  prior  to  use,  and  it  prevents  the  spread 
of  contamination  as  the  sheath  is  being  removed 
from  the  endoscope  after  use  and  during  disposal 
of  the  contaminated  sheath.  The  bag  further  facili- 
tates  the  installation  of  the  sheath  on  the  endo-  5 
scope  and  the  removal  of  the  sheath  from  the 
endoscope  after  use.  Further,  the  packaging  sys- 
tem  can  be  easily  adapted  for  use  with  endoscope 
sheaths  having  a  wide  variety  of  shapes  and  sizes 
and  special  functioning  designs.  10 

Claims 

1.  A  packaging  system  for  a  disposable  endo- 
scope  sheath  (20,22,24,25,80)  having  an  elon-  w 
gated  bag  (42)  of  non-elastic  material  with  a 
length  substantially  equal  to  the  length  of  an 
endoscope  insertion  tube  (12)  on  which  said 
sheath  (20,22,24,25,80)  is  to  be  installed  and  a 
diameter  larger  than  the  diameter  of  said  inser-  20 
tion  tube  (12),  said  bag  (42)  being  closed  at  its 
distal  end  and  open  at  its  proximal  end  and  a 
disposable,  resilient  endoscope  sheath  (22)  po- 
sitioned  within  said  bag  (42)  and  extending 
substantially  along  the  length  thereof,  said  25 
sheath  (22)  having  an  open  end  positioned 
near  the  proximal  end  of  said  bag  (42)  so  that 
said  sheath  (22)  can  be  installed  on  said  inser- 
tion  tube  (12)  by  inserting  said  insertion  tube 
(12)  through  the  proximal  open  end  in  said  bag  30 
(42)  and  the  opening  in  said  sheath  (22), 
characterised  in  that 
a  funnel-like  member  (60)  extends  from  the 
perimeter  of  said  bag  (42)  adjacent  its  proximal 
end,  said  funnel-like  member  (60)  flaring  out-  35 
wardly  away  from  the  opening  in  the  proximal 
end  of  said  bag  (42). 

2.  The  packaging  system  of  claim  1,  charac- 
terised  in  that  said  funnel-like  member  (60)  40 
further  includes  a  plurality  of  relatively  rigid 
stays  (62)  extending  from  the  proximal  end  of 
said  bag  (42)  toward  the  edge  of  said  funnel- 
like  member  (60)  to  maintain  said  funnel-like 
configuration  of  said  member  (60).  45 

3.  The  packaging  system  of  claim  2,  charac- 
terised  in  that  said  funnel-like  member  (60) 
includes  a  pair  of  pivotally  interconnected,  rela- 
tively  rigid  ribs  (64,66)  extending  along  the  50 
edge  of  said  funnel-like  member  (60). 

4.  The  packaging  system  of  claim  1,  charac- 
terised  in  that  said  funnel-like  member  (60) 
includes  at  least  one  peripheral  rib  (64,66)  55 
around  the  opening  of  said  funnel-like  member 
(60)  to  assist  in  maintaining  the  open  position. 

5.  The  packaging  system  of  claim  1,  charac- 
terised  in  that  said  funnel-like  member  (60) 
has  a  reclosable  opening  such  that  it  can  be 
resealed. 

6.  The  packaging  system  of  claim  1,  charac- 
terised  in  that  said  funnel-like  member  (60) 
contains  accessory  tubes  (e.g.  a  biopsy  chan- 
nel  20)  for  said  sheath  (22). 

7.  The  packaging  system  of  claim  1,  charac- 
terised  by  a  rigid  cylindrical  collar  (44)  ex- 
tending  around  the  periphery  of  said  bag  (42) 
adjacent  its  proximal  end  and  between  said 

15  bag  (42)  and  said  funnel-like  member  (60). 

8.  The  packaging  system  of  claim  7,  charac- 
terised  by  an  annular  support  flange  (46)  ex- 
tending  around  said  collar  (44)  and  projecting 

20  outwardly  therefrom  so  that  said  bag  (42)  can 
be  supported  through  said  collar  (44)  and  sup- 
port  flange  (46). 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Verpackungssystem  fur  eine  wegwerfbare  En- 
doskophulle  (20,22,24,25,80),  mit  einer  langge- 
streckten  Tasche  (42)  aus  nichtelastischem 
Material  und  einer  Lange,  die  im  wesentlichen 

30  gleich  der  Lange  eines  Einsetzrohres  (12)  des 
Endoskops  ist,  auf  dem  die  Hulle 
(20,22,24,25,80)  angebracht  wird,  sowie  einem 
Durchmesser,  der  groBer  als  der  des  Einsetz- 
rohres  (12)  ist,  wobei  die  Tasche  (42)  an  ihrem 

35  distalen  Ende  geschlossen  und  ihrem  proxima- 
len  Ende  offen  ist,  und  wobei  eine  wegwerfba- 
re,  elastische  Endoskophulle  (22)  in  der  Ta- 
sche  (42)  positioniert  ist  und  sich  im  wesentli- 
chen  uber  die  Lange  der  Tasche  (42)  erstreckt, 

40  wobei  die  Hulle  (22)  ein  offenes  Ende  besitzt, 
das  nahe  dem  proximalen  Ende  der  Tasche 
(42)  positioniert  ist,  damit  die  Hulle  (22)  durch 
Einfuhren  des  Einsetzrohres  (12)  durch  das 
proximale  offene  Ende  der  Tasche  (42)  und  die 

45  Offnung  in  der  Hulle  (22)  auf  dem  Einsetzrohr 
(12)  anbringbar  ist,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dal3  sich  vom  Umfang  der  Tasche  (42)  benach- 
bart  zu  deren  proximalen  Ende  ein  trichterfor- 
miges  Glied  (60)  erstreckt,  und  dal3  sich  das 

50  trichterformige  Glied  (60)  von  der  Offnung  im 
proximalen  Ende  der  Tasche  (42)  weg  und 
nach  auBen  verbreitert. 

2.  Verpackungssystem  nach  Anspruch  1,  da- 
durch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  das  trichterformi- 
ge  Glied  (60)  eine  Vielzahl  relativ  steifer  Stre- 
ben  (62)  aufweist,  die  sich  vom  proximalen 
Ende  der  Tasche  (42)  zum  Rand  des  trichter- 

8 
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formigen  Gliedes  (60)  erstrecken,  um  die  trich- 
terformige  Konfiguration  des  Gliedes  (60)  auf- 
rechtzuerhalten. 

3.  Verpackungssystem  nach  Anspruch  2,  da- 
durch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  das  trichterformi- 
ge  Glied  (60)  ein  Paar  schwenkbar  miteinander 
verbundener,  relativ  steifer  Rippen  (64,66)  auf- 
weist,  die  sich  entlang  des  Randes  des  trich- 
terformigen  Gliedes  (60)  erstrecken. 

4.  Verpackungssystem  nach  Anspruch  1,  da- 
durch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  das  trichterformi- 
ge  Glied  (60)  um  seine  Offnung  wenigstens 
eine  Umfangsrippe  (64,66)  enthalt,  die  beim 
Einhalten  der  offenen  Position  des  trichterfor- 
migen  Gliedes  (60)  assistiert. 

5.  Verpackungssystem  nach  Anspruch  1,  da- 
durch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  das  trichterformi- 
ge  Glied  (60)  eine  wiederverschlieBbare  Off- 
nung  besitzt,  derart,  dal3  sie  dicht  wiederver- 
schlieBbar  ist. 

6.  Verpackungssystem  nach  Anspruch  1,  da- 
durch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  das  trichterformi- 
ge  Glied  (60)  Zubehorrohre  oder  Schlauche  (z. 
B.  einen  Biopsie-Kanal  20)  fur  die  Hulle  (22) 
enthalt. 

7.  Verpackungssystem  nach  Anspruch  1,  ge- 
kennzeichnet  durch  einen  steifen  zylindri- 
schen  Kragen  (44),  der  sich  um  die  Peripherie 
der  Tasche  (42)  benachbart  zu  deren  proxima- 
len  Ende  und  zwischen  der  Tasche  (42)  und 
dem  trichterformigen  Glied  (60)  erstreckt. 

8.  Verpackungssystem  nach  Anspruch  7,  ge- 
kennzeichnet  durch  einen  ringformigen 
Stutzflansch  (46),  der  sich  um  den  Kragen  (44) 
erstreckt  und  von  diesem  nach  auBen  vorsteht, 
derart,  dal3  die  Tasche  (42)  mittels  des  Kra- 
gens  (44)  und  des  Stutzflansches  (46)  abstutz- 
bar  ist. 

Revendications 

1.  Systeme  d'emballage  pour  un  fourreau  (20,  22, 
24,  25,  80)  d'endoscope  a  jeter  apres  usage 
ayant  un  etui  allonge  (42)  en  matiere  non  elas- 
tique,  d'une  longueur  sensiblement  egale  a  la 
longueur  du  tube  (12)  d'insertion  de  I'endosco- 
pe  sur  lequel  ledit  fourreau  (20,  22,  24,  25,  80) 
doit  etre  mis  en  place  et  un  diametre  superieur 
au  diametre  dudit  tube  (12)  d'insertion,  ledit 
etui  (42)  etant  ferme  a  son  extremite  distale  et 
ouvert  a  son  extremite  proximale,  et  un  four- 
reau  d'endoscope  elastique  (22),  a  jeter  apres 

usage,  positionne  a  I'interieur  dudit  etui  (42)  et 
s'etendant  sensiblement  sur  sa  longueur,  ledit 
fourreau  (22)  ayant  une  extremite  ouverte  posi- 
tionnee  a  proximite  de  I'extremite  proximale 

5  dudit  etui  (42)  de  maniere  que  ledit  fourreau 
(22)  puisse  etre  mis  en  place  sur  ledit  tube 
(12)  d'insertion  par  insertion  dudit  tube  (12) 
d'insertion  a  travers  I'extremite  proximale  ou- 
verte  dans  ledit  etui  (42)  et  I'ouverture  dans 

io  ledit  fourreau  (22), 
caracterise  en  ce  que 
un  element  (60)  analogue  a  un  entonnoir 

s'etend  depuis  le  perimetre  dudit  etui  (42)  a 
proximite  immediate  de  son  extremite  proxima- 

15  le,  ledit  element  (60)  analogue  a  un  entonnoir 
s'evasant  vers  I'exterieur  en  s'eloignant  de 
I'ouverture  de  I'extremite  proximale  dudit  etui 
(42). 

20  2.  Systeme  d'emballage  selon  la  revendication  1  , 
caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  element  (60)  analo- 
gue  a  un  entonnoir  comprend  en  outre  plu- 
sieurs  etais  relativement  rigides  (62)  s'etendant 
depuis  I'extremite  proximale  dudit  etui  (42) 

25  vers  le  bord  dudit  element  (60)  analogue  a  un 
entonnoir  pour  maintenir  ladite  configuration 
analogue  a  un  entonnoir  dudit  element  (60). 

3.  Systeme  d'emballage  selon  la  revendication  2, 
30  caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  element  (60)  analo- 

gue  a  un  entonnoir  comprend  une  paire  de 
nervures  relativement  rigides  (64,  66),  reliees 
entre  elles  de  fagon  pivotante,  s'etendant  le 
long  du  bord  dudit  element  (60)  analogue  a  un 

35  entonnoir. 

4.  Systeme  d'emballage  selon  la  revendication  1  , 
caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  element  (60)  analo- 
gue  a  un  entonnoir  comprend  au  moins  une 

40  nervure  peripherique  (64,  66)  autour  de  I'ou- 
verture  dudit  element  (60)  analogue  a  un  en- 
tonnoir  pour  aider  a  maintenir  la  position  ou- 
verte. 

45  5.  Systeme  d'emballage  selon  la  revendication  1  , 
caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  element  (60)  analo- 
gue  a  un  entonnoir  presente  une  ouverture 
refermable  de  maniere  qu'il  puisse  etre  rescel- 
le. 

50 
6.  Systeme  d'emballage  selon  la  revendication  1  , 

caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  element  (60)  analo- 
gue  a  un  entonnoir  contient  des  tubes  auxiliai- 
res  (par  exemple  un  canal  20  a  biopsie)  pour 

55  ledit  fourreau  (22). 

7.  Systeme  d'emballage  selon  la  revendication  1  , 
caracterise  par  une  bague  cylindrique  rigide 

9 
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(44)  s'etendant  autour  de  la  peripherie  dudit 
etui  (42)  a  proximite  immediate  de  son  extre- 
mite  proximale  et  entre  ledit  etui  (42)  et  ledit 
element  (60)  analogue  a  un  entonnoir. 

5 
8.  Systeme  d'emballage  selon  la  revendication  7, 

caracterise  par  une  bride  annulaire  (46)  de 
support  s'etendant  autour  de  ladite  bague  (44) 
et  en  faisant  saillie  vers  I'exterieur  afin  que 
ledit  etui  (42)  puisse  etre  supporte  par  I'inter-  10 
mediaire  de  ladite  bague  (44)  et  de  ladite  bride 
(46)  de  support. 
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