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Description 

This  invention  relates  to  an  antilock  brake  con- 
trol  system  and  method,  and  specifically  to  a  meth- 
od  of  determining  a  vehicle  reference  speed  in  an 
antilock  brake  control  system. 

When  the  brakes  of  a  vehicle  are  applied,  a 
tyre  torque  is  generated  between  the  wheel  and  the 
road  surface  that  is  dependent  upon  various  pa- 
rameters  which  include  the  road  surface  condition 
and  the  amount  of  wheel  slip  between  the  wheel 
and  the  road  surface.  This  tyre  torque  increases  as 
slip  increases  until  a  critical  value  of  slip  is 
reached.  Beyond  the  critical  value  of  slip,  the  tyre 
torque  decreases  and  the  wheel  rapidly  ap- 
proaches  lockup.  Therefore,  to  achieve  stable  brak- 
ing,  an  antilock  brake  control  system  seeks  to 
operate  wheel  slip  at  or  near  the  critical  slip  value. 
An  antilock  brake  control  system  achieves  this  ob- 
jective  by  detecting  an  incipient  wheel  lockup  con- 
dition  and  releases  pressure  at  the  wheel  brake  to 
allow  recovery  from  the  incipient  wheel  lockup  con- 
dition.  Criteria  typically  used  to  indicate  an  incipient 
wheel  lockup  condition  includes  excessive  wheel 
slip. 

Since  wheel  slip  is  the  relative  difference  be- 
tween  vehicle  speed  and  wheel  speed,  any  inac- 
curacies  in  the  determination  of  the  reference 
speed  representing  the  vehicle  speed  will  result  in 
inaccuracies  in  the  computed  wheel  slip. 

Typical  antilock  brake  control  systems  use  all 
or  some  combination  of  the  wheel  speeds  to  arrive 
at  a  vehicle  reference  speed  representing  the  ve- 
hicle  speed.  When  the  brakes  are  not  applied, 
when  there  is  little  or  no  slip  present  at  the  wheels, 
the  measured  wheel  speed  values  may  be  used  to 
accurately  estimate  the  true  vehicle  speed  to  pro- 
vide  the  vehicle  speed  reference  from  which  wheel 
slip  is  computed.  For  example,  a  simple  average  of 
the  four  wheel  speeds  will  generally  produce  an 
accurate  estimate  of  the  vehicle  speed.  Also,  using 
the  highest  of  the  wheel  speed  values  as  the  refer- 
ence  speed  value  also  provides  an  accurate  es- 
timate  of  the  vehicle  speed  when  little  or  no  slip  is 
present  at  the  wheel. 

However,  during  vehicle  braking  and  particu- 
larly  during  antilock  controlled  braking  in  response 
to  an  incipient  wheel  lockup  condition,  one  or  more 
of  the  wheels  may  experience  considerable  slip. 
Under  these  conditions  as  wheel  slip  increases  on 
one  or  more  of  the  wheels,  the  accuracy  of  a 
vehicle  speed  reference  created  from  either  the 
simple  average  or  based  upon  the  highest  wheel 
speed  degrades  because  while  a  wheel  is  slipping, 
wheel  speed  is  less  than  the  vehicle  speed.  Ac- 
cordingly,  any  method  of  estimating  vehicle  speed 
using  an  average  of  speeds  including  the  Speed  of 
one  or  more  slipping  wheels  results  in  an  estimated 

vehicle  speed  which  is  lower  than  the  actual  ve- 
hicle  speed.  Similarly,  the  wheel  with  the  highest 
speed  may  itself  be  experiencing  slip  so  that  a 
vehicle  speed  reference  based  thereon  will  be  low- 

5  er  than  the  actual  vehicle  speed. 
Various  methods  have  been  proposed  to  im- 

prove  the  accuracy  of  the  determination  of  vehicle 
speed  based  upon  wheel  speed  information.  For 
example,  one  known  method  provides  for  establish- 

io  ing  a  vehicle  deceleration  limit  at  some  value  such 
as  1.0g.  If,  after  computing  vehicle  speed  using  the 
individual  wheel  speed  data,  the  vehicle  reference 
speed  is  more  than  1.0g  less  than  the  previously 
computed  reference  speed,  the  computed  refer- 

75  ence  speed  value  is  discarded  and  instead  a  refer- 
ence  speed  is  imposed  which  is  based  on  a  1.0g 
deceleration  value.  This  method  works  well  if  the 
vehicle  is  operating  on  a  road  surface  which  phys- 
ically  allows  a  vehicle  to  decelerate  at  the  bound- 

20  ary  condition.  However,  many  surfaces  such  as 
gravel,  snow,  and  ice,  do  not  generate  sufficient 
tractive  forces  between  the  wheel  and  the  road 
surface  to  decelerate  the  vehicle  at  the  boundary 
deceleration  value.  In  these  instances,  the  maxi- 

25  mum  physically  possible  vehicle  deceleration  may 
be  as  low  as  0.1  g.  Under  these  conditions,  the 
determination  of  a  reference  vehicle  speed  based 
on  the  high  deceleration  boundary  condition  results 
in  the  reference  speed  value  decelerating  at  a  rate 

30  much  higher  than  is  physically  possible  for  the 
vehicle  which  results  in  an  unrealistically  low  refer- 
ence  vehicle  speed  value  which  in  turn  results  in 
computed  values  of  slip  unrealistically  low. 

Another  method  for  establishing  the  vehicle 
35  speed  reference  based  on  wheel  speed  information 

provides  for  allowing  one  of  the  wheels  of  the 
vehicle  during  antilock  controlled  braking  to  free- 
wheel  so  as  to  assume  a  speed  equal  to  the 
vehicle  speed.  This  is  accomplished  by  maintaining 

40  lower  braking  forces  on  the  selected  wheel  to  allow 
the  wheel  to  accelerate  to  the  vehicle  speed.  This 
speed  then  provides  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
vehicle  speed  and  may  be  utilized  to  accurately 
compute  the  wheel  slip  values  upon  which  antilock 

45  control  braking  is  based.  An  example  of  the  prior 
art  is  shown  in  US  Patent  No  4,809,182.  This 
invention  is  directed  to  this  form  of  determining  an 
accurate  vehicle  reference  speed  during  antilock 
controlled  braking. 

50  EP-A-0,240,287  discloses  a  method  of  estimat- 
ing  vehicle  speed  for  use  in  controlling  hydraulic 
brake  pressure. 

A  method  of  limiting  brake  pressure  in  accor- 
dance  with  the  present  invention  is  characterised 

55  over  EP-A-0,240,287  by  the  features  specified  in 
claim  1. 

This  invention  provides  for  an  improved  meth- 
od  of  establishing  a  vehicle  speed  reference  in  a 
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vehicle  antilock  brake  control  system. 
In  general,  this  invention  provides  for  selec- 

tively  enabling  the  rear  wheels  of  a  vehicle  to  free- 
wheel  and  thereby  attain  vehicle  velocity  to  provide 
an  accurate  measure  of  the  vehicle  speed  during 
antilock  controlled  braking. 

In  accordance  with  one  aspect  of  the  invention, 
the  brake  pressure  applied  to  a  selected  one  of  the 
rear  wheels  is  released  until  such  time  that  decel- 
eration  of  the  wheel  is  detected  indicating  that  the 
wheel  has  attained  a  velocity  substantially  repre- 
senting  vehicle  velocity.  This  speed  then  provides 
an  accurate  measure  of  the  vehicle  reference 
speed  for  antilock  controlled  braking. 

In  yet  another  aspect  of  the  invention,  the 
selected  wheel  for  establishing  the  vehicle  velocity 
reference  is  caused  to  free-wheel  at  a  point  in  the 
antilock  brake  control  cycle  at  which  the  wheel  is 
already  close  to  the  actual  vehicle  speed  thereby 
minimising  the  free-wheeling  time.  Specifically,  the 
brake  pressure  applied  to  the  selected  wheel  is  set 
to  zero  at  a  point  just  before  the  reapply  portion  of 
the  pressure  control  cycle  following  release  of 
brake  pressure  in  response  to  an  incipient  lockup 
condition  thereby  minimising  the  time  required  for 
the  wheel  to  attain  vehicle  velocity. 

In  another  aspect  of  this  invention,  the  rear 
wheels  of  the  vehicle  are  alternately  selected  for 
establishing  the  vehicle  reference  speed  by  free- 
wheeling  to  avoid  the  occurrence  of  both  rear 
wheels  free-wheeling  at  the  same  time  so  as  to 
provide  uniform  braking  on  a  straight  path  and,  in 
the  case  where  a  single  vehicle  speed  reference  is 
provided  for  both  sides  of  the  vehicle,  to  provide 
for  cancelling  of  the  slip  error  associated  with  free- 
wheeling  only  on  the  inside  or  outside  of  the  ve- 
hicle  while  traversing  a  curved  roadway. 

In  yet  another  aspect  of  the  invention,  the  rear 
wheels  are  enabled  to  be  free-wheeled  to  establish 
the  vehicle  velocity  reference  only  when  the  coeffi- 
cient  of  friction  between  the  wheel  and  road  sur- 
face  is  below  a  predetermined  value  indicating  a 
slippery  road  surface.  This  provides  for  minimum 
impact  on  the  braking  efficiency  of  the  vehicle. 

In  yet  another  aspect  of  the  invention,  when 
one  wheel  is  on  a  low  coefficient  of  friction  surface 
while  the  other  is  on  a  high  coefficient  of  friction 
surface,  only  the  wheel  on  the  low  coefficient  of 
friction  surface  is  free  wheeled  to  provide  a  mea- 
sure  of  the  reference  vehicle  speed.  Only  when 
both  wheels  are  operating  on  a  surface  having  a 
relatively  low  coefficient  of  friction  are  the  wheels 
alternately  free  wheeled  to  provide  a  measure  of 
the  vehicle  speed  reference. 

The  present  invention  will  now  be  described, 
by  way  of  example,  with  reference  to  the  following 
description  of  a  preferred  embodiment,  and  the 
accompanying  drawings,  in  which:- 

Figure  1  is  a  diagram  of  braking  apparatus  in- 
cluding  an  electronic  controller  for  controlling 
the  brakes  of  the  rear  wheels  of  a  vehicle  and 
for  limiting  the  wheel  brake  pressures  of  the 

5  front  and  rear  brakes  for  antilock  brake  control; 
and 
Figures  2-5  are  flow  diagrams  illustrating  the 
operation  of  the  electronic  controller  of  Figure  1 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  this  inven- 

io  tion. 
A  vehicle  braking  apparatus  is  illustrated  in 

Figure  1.  In  general,  the  vehicle  includes  left  and 
right  front  driven  wheels  10  and  12  and  left  and 
right  rear  non-driven  wheels  14  and  16.  The  front 

is  wheels  10  and  12  have  respective  brakes  18  and 
20  actuated  by  hydraulic  pressure  generated  via  a 
conventional  master  cylinder  22  operated  by  a 
brake  pedal  23.  The  brakes  18  and  20  are  operated 
through  a  pair  of  (antilock  brake  system)  pressure 

20  modulators  24  and  26.  In  the  preferred  form,  the 
pressure  modulators  24  and  26  take  the  form  of  a 
motor  driven  pressure  modulator  in  which  a  piston 
is  controlled  by  operation  of  a  DC  motor  to  modu- 
late  brake  pressure.  These  pressure  modulators 

25  may  take  the  form  of  the  pressure  modulator  as 
illustrated  in  US  patent  No  4,917,445.  In  general, 
these  pressure  modulators  are  transparent  to  the 
braking  apparatus  during  normal  braking  of  the 
front  wheels  10  and  12  and  are  operable  to  limit 

30  brake  pressure  during  antilock  controlled  braking. 
In  this  embodiment,  the  rear  wheels  14  and  16 

include  a  pair  of  (electrically  operated)  brakes  28 
and  30.  The  brakes  28  and  30  may  each  take  the 
form  of  an  electronically  operated  drum  brake  in 

35  which  braking  torque  is  established  by  operation  of 
a  DC  torque  motor  and  at  a  value  proportional  to 
the  torque  output  of  the  DC  torque  motor. 

The  brakes  28  and  30  and  the  (antilock  brake 
system)  pressure  modulators  24  and  26  are  con- 

40  trolled  by  means  of  an  electronic  controller  32.  In 
general,  the  electronic  controller  32  responds  to  the 
brake  pressure  P  applied  to  the  brake  pedal  23  by 
the  vehicle  operator  as  measured  by  a  force  trans- 
ducer  34  and  controls  the  current  to  the  torque 

45  motors  of  the  brakes  28  and  30  so  as  to  establish  a 
braking  pressure  proportional  to  the  pressure  at  the 
front  brakes  18  and  20.  Further,  the  electronic 
controller  32  controls  the  brakes  28  and  30  and  the 
(antilock  brake  system)  pressure  modulators  24 

50  and  26  so  as  to  limit  the  brake  pressure  applied  to 
any  one  of  the  wheels  10,  12,  14  and  16  to  prevent 
wheel  lockup. 

In  regard  to  the  antilock  brake  control  function 
of  the  electronic  controller  32,  the  controller  moni- 

55  tors  the  wheel  speeds  coLF  and  coRF  of  the  left  and 
right  driven  front  wheels  10  and  12  via  speed 
sensors  36  and  38  and  the  wheel  speeds  coLR  and 
cdRR  of  the  left  and  right  undriven  rear  wheels  14 
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and  16  via  speed  sensors  40  and  42.  The  wheel 
speed  assemblies  are  standard  and  may  take  the 
form  of  speed  sensors  typically  used  in  antilock 
brake  control  systems  for  monitoring  wheel  speed. 
Typically,  these  systems  may  be  comprised  of  an 
exciter  ring  which  is  rotated  with  the  wheel  and  an 
electromagnetic  sensor  which  monitors  the  rotation 
of  the  exciter  ring  to  provide  a  signal  having  a 
frequency  proportional  to  wheel  speed.  The  elec- 
tronic  controller  32  then  measures  the  frequency  to 
establish  the  respective  wheel  speed. 

The  electronic  controller  32  takes  the  form  of  a 
standard  digital  computer  such  as  a  Motorola 
MC68HC1  1  microcomputer  along  with  the  standard 
interface  and  driver  circuits  for  interfacing  and  con- 
ditioning  the  input  and  output  signals.  For  example, 
the  wheel  speed  signals  may  be  provided  to  a 
conventional  interface  and  squaring  circuit  to  be 
provided  to  the  input  of  the  microcomputer.  Addi- 
tionally,  the  output  motor  commands  of  the  micro- 
computer  may  be  provided  to  motor  driver  inter- 
face  and  an  H-switch  drivers  to  provide  signals  for 
controlling  the  motors  associated  with  the  pressure 
modulators  24  and  26  and  the  motors  associated 
with  the  brakes  28  and  30.  The  driver  interface  and 
H-switch  driver  for  controlling  the  motors  may  take 
the  form  of  the  driver  illustrated  in  the  US  patent 
No.  4,835,695. 

The  operation  of  the  electronic  controller  32  in 
controlling  the  motors  associated  with  the  (antilock 
brake  system)  pressure  modulators  24  and  26  and 
the  (electric)  brakes  28  and  30  in  accordance  with 
this  invention  is  illustrated  in  the  Figures  2-5.  The 
microcomputer  contained  within  the  electronic  con- 
troller  32  has  stored  therein  the  instructions  neces- 
sary  to  implement  the  algorithm  as  diagrammed  in 
those  figures. 

Referring  first  to  Figure  2,  when  power  is  first 
applied  to  this  system  from  a  vehicle  battery  (not 
shown),  the  computer  program  is  initiated  at  a  point 
44  and  then  provides  for  system  initialization  at 
step  46  which  entails  clearing  registers,  initializing 
various  random  access  memory  variables  to  cali- 
brated  values  and  other  functions.  When  the  initial- 
ization  routine  is  completed,  the  program  then  pro- 
ceeds  to  perform  brake  control  functions  as  re- 
quired.  These  functions  are  performed  by  execut- 
ing  a  control  cycle  in  response  to  each  of  repeated 
control  cycle  interrupts  which  are  generated  by  the 
microcomputer  at  predetermined  fixed  time  inter- 
vals  such  as  8  milliseconds.  Upon  the  occurrence 
of  a  control  cycle  interrupt,  the  microcomputer  be- 
gins  executing  the  functions  embodied  in  the  con- 
trol  cycle. 

First,  at  step  48,  the  electronic  controller  32 
reads  the  pressure  P  of  the  pressure  applied  by 
the  operator  to  the  brake  pedal  23  and  also  reads 
the  wheel  speed  inputs  from  the  speed  sensors  36, 

38,  40  and  42  and  computes  the  speeds  of  the 
individual  wheels  10,  12,  14  and  16.  Thereafter,  the 
routine  determines  the  individual  wheel  accelera- 
tion  at  step  50.  The  program  then  estimates  vehicle 

5  speed  at  step  52.  While  in  one  embodiment  a 
single  reference  vehicle  speed  may  be  determined, 
in  the  preferred  form,  a  separate  reference  vehicle 
speed  is  determined  for  each  side  of  the  vehicle  in 
order  to  provide  an  accurate  representation  of  ve- 

io  hide  speed  associated  with  each  side  of  the  ve- 
hicle  while  travelling  over  a  curve  in  the  roadway. 
These  speeds  are  utilized  during  antilock  brake 
controlled  braking  in  the  determination  of  wheel 
slip.  In  general,  the  reference  vehicle  speeds  are 

is  based  upon  the  monitored  speeds  of  the  respective 
rear  wheels  14  and  16.  As  will  be  described,  by 
providing  for  selective  free-wheeling  of  the  rear 
wheels  14  and  16,  the  vehicle  speed  references 
established  at  step  52  may  accurately  depict  the 

20  actual  vehicle  speed  for  each  side  of  the  vehicle 
even  during  antilock  controlled  braking  of  all  of  the 
vehicle  wheels. 

At  step  54,  the  program  provides  for  determin- 
ing  individual  wheel  slips  based  upon  the  actual 

25  measured  wheel  speeds  at  step  48  and  the  respec- 
tive  reference  vehicle  speed  established  by  step 
52.  The  reference  vehicle  speed  for  the  left  side  of 
the  vehicle  is  used  to  determine  the  slip  of  the  left 
wheels  10  and  14  while  the  reference  vehicle 

30  speed  for  the  right  side  of  the  vehicle  is  used  to 
determine  the  slip  of  the  right  wheels  12  and  16. 
By  accurately  determining  vehicle  speed  in  accor- 
dance  with  this  invention,  accurate  indications  of 
wheel  slips  are  determined  at  step  54  to  enhance 

35  antilock  controlled  braking. 
At  step  56,  the  electronic  controller  32  ex- 

ecutes  a  front  wheel  antilock  brake  routine  for 
limiting  the  brake  pressure  applied  to  the  front 
brakes  18  and  20  to  prevent  wheel  lockup.  This 

40  control  is  standard  in  form  and  provides  for  sensing 
an  incipient  lockup  of  a  wheel  based  upon  param- 
eters  including  its  slip  as  determined  at  step  54 
and  its  acceleration  as  determined  at  step  50, 
releasing  brake  pressure  to  allow  recovery  from  the 

45  incipient  lockup  condition  and  reapplying  brake 
pressure  when  wheel  recovery  is  sensed.  As  pre- 
viously  indicated,  this  control  is  based  on  an  ac- 
curate  indication  of  wheel  slip  based  upon  an  ac- 
curate  representation  of  vehicle  speed  determined 

50  in  accordance  with  this  invention  to  thereby  maxi- 
mize  braking  efficiency  during  antilock  controlled 
braking. 

The  rear  brakes  are  next  controlled  at  step  58 
and  includes  establishing  the  braking  pressure  dur- 

55  ing  normal  braking  as  represented  by  pressure 
applied  to  the  brake  pedal  23  and  further  provides 
for  limiting  the  braking  pressure  to  prevent  wheel 
lockup.  This  routine  further  provides  for  selective 

4 
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free-wheeling  of  the  rear  wheels  14  and  16  during 
antilock  controlled  braking  so  as  to  enable  step  52 
to  establish  an  accurate  measurement  of  the  left 
and  right  side  reference  vehicle  speeds. 

At  step  60,  the  program  outputs  the  respective 
motor  current  commands  to  the  pressure  control 
motors  associated  with  the  (antilock  brake)  pres- 
sure  modulators  24  and  26  and  the  (electric) 
brakes  28  and  30  to  establish  the  desired  braking 
characteristics.  Thereafter,  the  program  proceeds 
to  perform  background  tasks  at  step  62.  These 
tasks  may  include  diagnostic  functions  as  well  as 
other  functions.  The  foregoing  steps  48-62  are  re- 
peated  once  for  each  control  cycle.  Thus,  when  a 
control  cycle  interrupt  occurs,  a  new  cycle  begins 
at  step  48  and  the  functions  represented  by  steps 
48  through  62  are  again  repeated  as  previously 
described.  Repeated  executions  of  those  steps  pro- 
vide  for  control  of  the  rear  brakes  28  and  30  and 
provide  for  antilock  controlled  braking  of  each  of 
the  wheels  10,  12,  14  and  16  as  required. 

Referring  to  Figure  3,  the  routine  52  for  deter- 
mining  the  reference  vehicle  speed  is  illustrated.  In 
general,  a  separate  vehicle  speed  reference  is  pro- 
vided  for  each  side  of  the  vehicle  in  order  to 
provide  for  an  accurate  representation  of  vehicle 
speed  associated  with  each  side  of  the  vehicle 
while  travelling  through  a  curve  on  a  roadway. 
However,  the  invention  contemplates  that  a  single 
reference  vehicle  speed  may  be  determined. 

The  vehicle  reference  speed  routine  is  entered 
at  point  64  and  proceeds  to  a  step  66  where  the 
left  rear  wheel  speed  coLR  is  compared  to  the  refer- 
ence  vehicle  speed  gjvlr  of  the  left  rear  side  of  the 
vehicle.  Anytime  that  the  left  rear  wheel  speed  coLR 
is  greater  than  this  reference  vehicle  speed,  the  left 
rear  side  reference  vehicle  speed  coVLR  is  updated 
to  the  value  of  the  left  rear  wheel  speed  coLR  at  step 
68.  As  will  be  described,  during  antilock  control 
braking,  the  left  rear  wheel  14  will  be  periodically 
free-wheeled  to  enable  its  speed  to  equal  the  ve- 
hicle  speed  so  that  ojvlr  established  by  steps  66 
and  68  is  an  accurate  representation  of  the  vehicle 
speed. 

Returning  to  step  66,  when  the  left  rear  wheel 
speed  coLR  is  less  than  the  left  rear  reference  ve- 
hicle  speed  gjvlR)  <mvlr  's  decayed  at  a  rate  to 
simulate  actual  vehicle  deceleration  to  establish  an 
estimate  of  vehicle  speed.  In  this  embodiment,  the 
reference  vehicle  speed  is  decayed  at  one  of  two 
rates  depending  on  the  surface  coefficient  of  fric- 
tion  on  which  the  vehicle  is  being  braked.  This 
determination  is  made  at  a  step  70  where  a  refer- 
ence  motor  current  IREf  representing  a  measure  of 
the  surface  coefficient  at  the  left  rear  wheel  14  is 
compared  to  a  surface  coefficient  threshold  lFw 
below  which  the  left  rear  reference  vehicle  speed 
covlr  is  decayed  at  a  low  rate  representing  the 

maximum  possible  vehicle  deceleration  on  a  low 
coefficient  of  friction  surface  and  above  which  the 
left  rear  reference  vehicle  speed  is  decayed  at  a 
high  rate  representing  the  maximum  possible  de- 

5  celeration  of  the  vehicle  on  a  high  coefficient  of 
friction  surface.  As  will  be  described,  the  reference 
current  value  I  Ref  used  at  step  70  is  the  (electric) 
brake  28  motor  current  resulting  in  the  maximum 
possible  braking  effort  between  the  wheel  14  and 

io  road  surface.  The  identification  of  this  current  will 
be  described  in  relation  to  the  rear  brake  control 
routine  58  as  detailed  in  Figure  5.  Assuming  that 
the  reference  current  value  is  less  than  the  thresh- 
old  lFw  indicating  braking  on  a  low  coefficient  of 

is  friction  surface,  the  program  proceeds  to  a  step  72 
where  the  left  rear  vehicle  speed  reference  coVLr  is 
decayed  by  an  amount  Ao>2  establishing  the  simu- 
lated  vehicle  deceleration  on  a  low  coefficient  sur- 
face.  In  one  embodiment,  Ao>2  represents  a  0.65g 

20  vehicle  deceleration.  If  step  70  establishes  that  the 
vehicle  is  being  braked  on  a  high  coefficient  of 
friction  surface,  the  program  proceeds  to  a  step  74 
where  the  left  rear  reference  vehicle  speed  coVLr  is 
decayed  by  an  amount  Ac»i  establishing  the  maxi- 

25  mum  possible  deceleration  on  the  high  coefficient 
of  friction  surface.  In  one  embodiment,  Ac»i  is  a 
constant  representing  a  1.0g  vehicle  deceleration. 

After  establishing  the  left  rear  wheel  vehicle 
speed  reference  gjvlr  via  steps  66-74,  the  program 

30  similarly  establishes  a  left  front  vehicle  speed  refer- 
ence  covlf  via  step  76-84.  In  general,  the  left  front 
vehicle  speed  reference  is  established  at  the  rear 
wheel  speed  o>LR  any  time  the  left  rear  wheel  speed 
exceeds  the  reference  value <mvlf-  ^s  with  step  70- 

35  74,  steps  80-84  provide  a  surface  dependent  decay 
of  the  left  front  vehicle  speed  reference <mvlf  when- 
ever  the  left  front  vehicle  speed  reference  is  great- 
er  than  the  left  rear  wheel  speed  o>LR  to  provide  the 
estimation  of  vehicle  speed. 

40  Once  the  left  rear  and  left  front  vehicle  speed 
references  ojvlr  and  wvlf  are  established,  the  ve- 
hicle  speed  reference  coVl  for  the  left  side  of  the 
vehicle  is  established  at  step  86  by  averaging  the 
two  values.  By  providing  for  periodic  free-wheeling 

45  of  the  left  rear  wheel  14,  the  left  vehicle  speed 
reference  coVl  is  re-established  via  steps  66,  68,  76, 
78  and  86  at  the  measured  vehicle  speed  to  pro- 
vide  a  true  reference  vehicle  speed  for  the  left  side 
of  the  vehicle. 

50  The  foregoing  steps  66-86  are  repeated  utiliz- 
ing  the  parameters  associated  with  the  right  side  of 
the  vehicle  including  the  right  rear  wheel  speed 
coRR  and  I  ref  based  on  the  (electric)  brake  30  motor 
current  to  establish  the  right  side  reference  vehicle 

55  speed  coVR-  In  general,  the  values  of  coVl  and  coVR  will 
be  equal  when  the  vehicle  is  traversing  a  straight 
roadway.  However,  as  the  vehicle  moves  through  a 
curve  in  the  roadway  such  that  the  speed  of  the 

5 
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side  of  the  vehicle  on  the  inside  of  the  curve  is  less 
than  the  speed  of  the  vehicle  on  the  outside  of  the 
curve,  the  reference  speeds  are  adjusted  to  reflect 
that  speed  difference.  From  step  88,  the  routine  of 
Figure  3  returns  to  the  control  cycle  interrupt  rou- 
tine  of  Figure  2. 

The  reference  speed  associated  with  each 
wheel,  such  as  the  references  coVLr  and  coVlf  may 
be  set  equal  to  the  speed  of  the  left  or  right  rear 
wheel  being  free-wheeled  when  less  than  the  wheel 
speed  with  the  single  reference  vehicle  speed  be- 
ing  an  average  of  the  four  individual  speed  referen- 
ces  including  gjvlR)  <mvlf  the  corresponding 
speed  references  on  the  right  side  wheels. 

Referring  to  Figure  4,  there  is  illustrated  the 
rear  brake  control  routine  58  of  Figure  2.  This 
routine  provides  for  controlling  the  (electric)  brakes 
28  and  30  to  establish  a  brake  pressure  propor- 
tional  to  the  pressure  P  established  by  the  operator 
applied  pressure  on  the  brake  pedal  23.  The  rou- 
tine  further  provides  for  limiting  the  brake  pressure 
applied  by  the  brakes  28  and  30  to  prevent  wheel 
lockup. 

The  routine  of  Figure  4  is  executed  first  for  one 
of  the  rear  wheels  such  as  the  left  rear  wheel  14 
using  the  parameters  and  values  such  as  wheel 
speed  that  are  associated  with  that  wheel  and  is 
then  repeated  for  the  other  rear  wheel  using  the 
parameters  and  values  associated  therewith.  Fur- 
ther,  the  motor  command  control  values  estab- 
lished  by  the  routine  relate  to  the  motor  in  the 
brake  28  or  30  of  the  wheel  being  considered. 

The  routine  is  entered  at  step  90  and  proceeds 
to  determine  whether  the  parameters  of  the  se- 
lected  wheel  indicate  a  need  for  antilock  controlled 
braking  to  prevent  wheel  lockup.  Assuming  initially 
that  such  a  condition  does  not  exist,  the  program 
proceeds  to  set  an  indicator,  representing  the  side 
of  the  vehicle  to  be  free-wheeled,  to  the  other 
wheel  at  step  94.  By  this  step,  a  wheel  is  free- 
wheeled  to  establish  a  vehicle  speed  reference 
only  when  that  wheel  is  experiencing  antilock  con- 
trolled  braking.  Thereafter  at  step  96,  the  base 
brake  routine  is  executed  to  establish  a  motor 
current  command  for  the  torque  motor  of  the  wheel 
being  considered  at  a  value  proportional  to  the 
operator  established  pedal  pressure  P.  The  routine 
is  then  executed  for  the  remaining  rear  wheel  after 
which  the  program  returns  to  the  control  cycle 
routine  of  Figure  2. 

Returning  to  step  92,  if  the  parameters  for  the 
wheel  under  consideration  indicate  a  need  for  an- 
tilock  controlled  braking  as  represented  by  values 
of  wheel  slip  and  wheel  deceleration,  the  program 
proceeds  to  execute  a  rear  wheel  antilock  brake 
routine  at  step  98.  It  is  during  this  routine  that  the 
brake  pressure  is  limited  to  prevent  wheel  lockup 
and  which  provides  for  selective  free-wheeling  of 

the  rear  wheels  14,16  so  as  to  provide  a  measure 
of  vehicle  speed  for  updating  the  vehicle  speed 
references.  Again,  upon  execution  of  the  routine 
98,  the  routine  of  Figure  4  is  re-executed  for  the 

5  remaining  rear  wheel  if  the  other  wheel  has  not  yet 
been  considered  after  which  the  program  returns  to 
the  control  cycle  routine  of  Figure  2.  The  execution 
of  the  routine  of  Figure  4  can  provide  for  execution 
of  the  base  brake  routine  of  step  96  for  one  of  the 

io  rear  wheels  while  providing  for  antilock  controlled 
braking  of  the  other  rear  wheel  via  step  98.  Again, 
it  is  noted  that  step  94  continually  sets  the  free- 
wheeling  side  to  the  side  other  than  the  one  under 
consideration  so  as  to  limit  free-wheeling  to  a 

is  wheel  whose  brake  pressure  is  being  controlled  to 
prevent  wheel  lockup. 

Referring  to  Figure  5,  there  is  illustrated  the 
rear  wheel  antilock  brake  control  routine  98  of 
Figure  4.  This  routine  will  be  executed  for  one  or 

20  both  of  the  rear  wheels  14,  16  whose  parameters 
indicate  a  requirement  for  antilock  controlled  brak- 
ing  as  established  by  step  92  for  that  wheel. 

The  rear  wheel  antilock  brake  routine  is  en- 
tered  at  point  100  and  then  proceeds  to  a  step  102 

25  that  selects  the  required  antilock  brake  mode.  In 
general,  the  selection  is  made  from  a  number  of 
apply  modes,  such  as  three,  each  having  a  related 
rate  of  increase  in  brake  pressure  as  a  function  of 
wheel  acceleration  and  wheel  slip  and  one  or  more 

30  release  modes,  also  as  a  function  of  wheel  accel- 
eration  and  wheel  slip.  For  example,  the  apply 
modes  may  provide  for  higher  rates  of  increase  in 
brake  pressure  with  increasing  values  of  wheel 
acceleration  and  with  decreasing  values  of  wheel 

35  slip.  The  release  modes  may  provide  for  full  re- 
lease  with  high  wheel  slip  and  high  wheel  accelera- 
tion  values  and  step-down  release  with  lower  wheel 
slip  and  wheel  acceleration  values.  It  can  be  seen 
that  this  control  is  based  upon  the  knowledge  of 

40  wheel  slip  which  is  computed  at  step  54  of  Figure 
2.  In  order  to  provide  an  accurate  indication  of 
wheel  slip,  which  is  based  upon  the  difference  in 
speed  between  the  wheel  and  the  speed  of  the 
vehicle,  this  invention  provides  for  an  accurate  es- 

45  timation  of  the  vehicle  speed  by  which  the  wheel 
slip  is  computed. 

In  this  embodiment,  the  particular  apply/release 
brake  mode  is  determined  via  a  lookup  table  stored 
in  a  read-only  memory  in  the  electronic  controller 

50  32  of  Figure  1  storing  the  various  apply  and  re- 
lease  brake  modes  as  a  function  of  wheel  accelera- 
tion  and  wheel  slip.  The  stored  brake  modes  estab- 
lish  a  threshold  between  pressure  apply  and  pres- 
sure  release  as  a  function  of  wheel  acceleration 

55  and  wheel  slip.  An  incipient  wheel  lockup  condition 
is  indicated  when  the  table  first  indicates  one  of  the 
brake  release  modes  whereas  a  recovered  con- 
dition  is  indicated  when  the  lookup  table  first  in- 
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dicates  one  of  the  brake  apply  modes. 
Step  104  then  determines  whether  the  brake 

mode  determined  at  step  102  is  one  of  the  release 
modes  indicating  an  incipient  wheel  lockup  con- 
dition  sensed  by  step  102.  If  a  release  mode  in 
response  to  an  incipient  wheel  lockup  condition  is 
indicated,  the  program  proceeds  to  a  step  106 
where  a  release  flag  is  set  after  which  a  release 
routine  108  is  executed.  The  release  routine  108 
provides  for  controlling  the  current  to  the  torque 
motor  of  the  brake  of  the  wheel  under  consider- 
ation  so  as  to  release  brake  pressure  and  allow  the 
wheel  to  recover  from  the  incipient  wheel  lockup 
condition.  The  foregoing  steps  are  continually  re- 
peated  as  long  as  a  release  condition  is  indicated 
until  such  time  that  wheel  recovery  results  as 
sensed  when  step  102  first  indicates  one  of  the 
pressure  apply  modes  for  the  sensed  wheel  accel- 
eration  and  wheel  slip  conditions.  When  this  con- 
dition  is  determined  at  step  104,  the  program  first 
determines  whether  the  conditions  exist  for  free- 
wheeling  the  wheel  under  consideration. 

In  general,  the  wheel  is  free-wheeled  by  re- 
moving  all  brake  force  applied  thereto  to  enable  the 
wheel  to  attain  vehicle  speed  only  when  the  sur- 
face  coefficient  of  friction  is  low  and  only  when  the 
wheel  brake  pressure  has  just  been  released  in 
response  to  an  incipient  wheel  lockup  condition 
and  a  recovery  condition  has  just  been  sensed. 
This  condition  provides  for  free-wheeling  the  wheel 
at  a  point  in  the  antilock  control  braking  cycle 
where  the  wheel  is  closest  to  the  actual  vehicle 
speed  thereby  minimizing  the  free-wheeling  time 
required  for  the  wheel  to  attain  vehicle  speed. 
Further,  since  the  rear  wheels  14,  16  are  alternately 
free-wheeled  when  both  wheels  are  being  braked 
on  a  low  coefficient  of  friction  surface,  the  routine 
provides  for  free-wheeling  the  wheel  under  consid- 
eration  only  if  it  is  this  wheel's  turn  to  be  free- 
wheeled. 

When  the  step  104  indicates  a  brake  apply 
mode,  the  program  proceeds  to  a  step  110  where 
the  state  of  the  release  flag  is  sensed.  Recalling 
that  this  flag  was  set  at  step  106  during  release  of 
the  vehicle  brake,  step  110  will  sense  the  set 
condition  when  the  routine  first  senses  a  recovery 
from  a  incipient  wheel  lock  condition  at  step  102. 
Assuming  this  is  the  case,  the  program  proceeds 
to  a  step  112  where  it  determines  whether  or  not  it 
is  this  wheel's  turn  to  be  free-wheeled  to  measure 
vehicle  speed.  If  not,  the  program  proceeds  to 
reset  the  release  flag  at  step  114  after  which  a 
brake  apply  routine  is  executed  at  step  116  to 
command  reapplication  of  brake  pressure  to  the 
wheel  under  consideration  and  a  step  118  is  ex- 
ecuted  to  identify  the  motor  current  establishing 
the  brake  pressure  producing  the  maximum  possi- 
ble  tyre  torque  between  the  wheel  and  road  surface 

and  therefore  which  establishes  the  critical  slip 
value  between  the  wheel  and  road  surface.  In  gen- 
eral,  the  brake  apply  routine  first  establishes  the 
motor  current  command  la  at  an  initial  value  that  is 

5  a  substantial  fraction  of  a  motor  current  value  IREf 
previously  identified  as  the  motor  current  establish- 
ing  the  brake  pressure  producing  the  maximum 
possible  tyre  torque  between  the  wheel  and  road 
surface  and  therefore  which  establishes  the  critical 

io  slip  value  between  the  wheel  and  road  surface. 
During  subsequent  executions  of  the  routine  of 
Figure  5  for  that  wheel,  the  program  proceeds 
directly  from  step  110  to  steps  114-118.  Via  re- 
peated  executions  of  the  routine  of  step  116,  the 

is  motor  current  command  la  is  ramped  in  an  increas- 
ing  direction  to  increase  brake  pressure. 

The  value  of  motor  current  I  ref  representing 
the  motor  current  establishing  the  brake  pressure 
producing  the  maximum  possible  tyre  torque  be- 

20  tween  the  wheel  and  road  surface  and  thereby 
establishing  the  critical  slip  value  between  the 
wheel  and  road  surface  is  identified  at  step  118  by 
continually  setting  the  value  of  I  ref  at  the  motor 
current  value  la.  By  continually  tracking  the  motor 

25  current  command  la  as  step  116  ramps  the  motor 
current  via  repeated  executions  of  the  rear  brake 
control  routine,  when  an  incipient  wheel  lockup 
condition  is  first  sensed  by  step  102  first  indicating 
a  release  mode,  the  value  of  I  ref  represents  the 

30  motor  current  producing  the  tyre  torque  establish- 
ing  the  maximum  braking  effort  between  the  wheel 
and  road  surface.  It  can  also  be  seen,  that  the 
value  of  I  ref  when  an  incipient  wheel  lockup  con- 
dition  is  first  sensed  is  also  a  measure  of  the  road 

35  surface  coefficient  of  friction.  For  example,  if  the 
motor  current  resulting  in  an  incipient  wheel  lockup 
condition  is  low  indicating  the  tyre  torque  resulting 
in  an  incipient  wheel  lockup  condition  is  low,  a  low 
coefficient  of  friction  surface  is  indicated.  There- 

40  fore,  the  value  of  IREf  at  the  time  of  an  incipient 
wheel  lockup  condition  is  a  measure  of  the  road 
surface  coefficient  of  friction. 

Returning  to  steps  110  and  112,  if  the  release 
flag  is  set  indicating  the  wheel  has  just  recovered 

45  from  an  incipient  lockup  condition,  and  it  is  this 
wheel's  turn  to  be  free-wheeled  to  identify  vehicle 
speed,  the  program  proceeds  from  step  112  to  a 
step  120  where  the  value  of  IREf  is  compared  to  the 
threshold  value  lFw  below  which  a  low  coefficient  of 

50  friction  surface  is  indicated  whereat  free-wheeling 
is  enabled  and  above  which  a  high  coefficient  of 
friction  surface  is  indicated  whereat  free-wheeling 
is  disabled.  Assuming  that  IREf  is  less  than  lFw 
indicating  a  low  road  surface  coefficient  of  friction 

55  where  free-wheeling  is  enabled,  the  program  pro- 
ceeds  to  sample  a  free-wheel  time  count  TFW  at 
step  122  that  is  initially  set  at  a  value  representing 
a  maximum  allowable  free-wheeling  time.  Assum- 
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ing  the  count  has  not  expired,  the  count  is  de- 
cremented  at  step  124  after  which  the  program 
determines  at  step  126  whether  or  not  the  wheel  is 
decelerating.  It  is  apparent  that  the  wheel  will  de- 
celerate  in  the  absence  of  braking  pressure  only 
when  the  wheel  has  attained  vehicle  speed  and 
thereafter  decelerates  at  vehicle  speed.  Assuming 
this  condition  does  not  exist,  the  program  proceeds 
to  a  step  128  where  the  motor  current  command  to 
the  torque  motor  of  the  brake  of  the  wheel  under 
consideration  is  set  to  zero  to  establish  zero  brake 
effort.  The  foregoing  steps  are  then  repeated  until 
either  the  time  TFW  has  expired  as  sensed  at  step 
122  or  until  the  step  126  indicates  the  wheel  is 
decelerating  indicating  that  the  wheel  has  attained 
vehicle  speed.  If  either  of  those  conditions  exist, 
the  free-wheel  time  TFW  is  reset  to  the  maximum 
allowable  value  at  step  130  after  which  the  program 
selects  the  other  side  to  be  free-wheeled  at  step 
132.  Thereafter,  the  brake  pressure  is  reapplied  via 
steps  114  through  118  as  previously  described. 

When  the  routine  of  Figure  5  is  next  executed 
for  the  same  wheel  in  response  to  the  next  control 
cycle  interrupt,  step  112  will  provide  for  bypassing 
free-wheeling  of  the  wheel  and  will  continue  to  do 
so  until  such  time  that  the  other  wheel  is  either 
free-wheeled  after  which  step  132  again  points  to 
this  wheel  or  if  step  94  of  Figure  4  points  to  this 
wheel  as  a  result  of  the  parameters  of  the  other 
wheel  not  indicating  a  need  for  antilock  controlled 
braking. 

Returning  again  to  step  120,  if  the  wheel  being 
considered  is  on  a  high  coefficient  of  friction  sur- 
face,  step  132  points  to  the  other  wheel  to  be  free- 
wheeled  and  brake  pressure  is  reapplied  via  step 
114-116  as  previously  described.  In  this  manner, 
only  the  wheel  on  a  low  coefficient  of  friction  sur- 
face  is  free-wheeled  on  a  split  coefficient  of  friction 
surface  and  the  wheels  are  alternately  free-wheeled 
if  both  wheels  are  being  braked  on  a  low  coefficient 
of  friction  surface. 

By  allowing  the  rear  wheels  14,  16  to  free- 
wheel  and  attain  vehicle  speed,  the  routine  of  Fig- 
ure  3  is  enabled  to  continually  update  the  left  and 

vehicle  speed  is  greater  than  the  measured 
speed  of  the  wheel  and  by  setting  the  refer- 
ence  vehicle  speed  at  the  measured  speed  of 
the  wheel  when  the  reference  vehicle  speed  is 

5  less  than  the  measured  speed  of  the  wheel; 
characterised  by  computing  wheel  slip  (54)  as 
a  predetermined  function  of  the  difference  be- 
tween  the  measured  speed  of  the  wheel  and 
the  reference  vehicle  speed;  sensing  (102)  an 

io  incipient  wheel  lockup  condition  from  predeter- 
mined  parameters  including  the  computed 
wheel  slip;  releasing  (104-108)  the  brake  pres- 
sure  applied  to  the  brake  of  the  wheel  when  an 
incipient  wheel  lockup  condition  is  sensed  to 

is  allow  wheel  recovery  from  the  incipient  wheel 
lockup  condition;  sensing  (102)  recovery  from 
the  incipient  wheel  lockup  condition;  free- 
wheeling  (110,112,120-130)  the  wheel  when  a 
recovery  condition  is  sensed  by  removing  all 

20  brake  pressure  from  the  wheel  brake  to  allow 
the  wheel  to  attain  vehicle  speed;  sensing 
(126)  a  condition  where  the  wheel  speed  is 
equal  to  vehicle  speed;  and  reapplying  brake 
pressure  (114,116)  when  the  condition  where 

25  the  wheel  speed  is  equal  to  vehicle  speed  is 
sensed,  whereby  the  reference  vehicle  speed 
is  updated  to  the  actual  vehicle  speed  when 
the  wheel  is  free-wheeled. 

30  2.  A  method  as  claimed  in  claim  1  ,  further  includ- 
ing  the  steps  of  sensing  (118)  the  coefficient  of 
friction  between  the  wheel  and  the  road  sur- 
face;  and  inhibiting  the  step  of  free-wheeling 
the  wheel  when  the  sensed  coefficient  of  fric- 

35  tion  is  greater  than  a  predetermined  threshold. 

3.  A  method  as  claimed  in  claim  1  or  claim  2, 
wherein  the  step  (126)  of  sensing  a  condition 
where  the  wheel  speed  is  equal  to  vehicle 

40  speed  comprises  sensing  a  deceleration  of  the 
wheel  while  the  wheel  is  being  free-wheeled. 

4.  A  speed  reference  determining  method  in  an 
antilock  braking  system  of  a  vehicle  having  a 

45  pair  of  rear  wheels  (14,16)  each  travelling  over 
a  respective  portion  of  a  roadway  and  in  which 
brake  pressure  at  each  rear  wheel  is  controlled 
to  prevent  wheel  lockup  by  cyclically  releasing 
brake  pressure  in  response  to  a  sensed  incip- 

50  ient  lockup  condition  of  the  rear  wheel  and 
reapplying  brake  pressure  following  a  sensed 
recovery  of  the  rear  wheel  from  the  sensed 
incipient  lockup  condition,  the  method  com- 
prising  the  steps  of  sensing  the  speed  of  each 

55  of  the  rear  wheels;  alternately  (132)  free-wheel- 
ing  the  rear  wheels  when  the  brake  pressure  at 
each  of  the  rear  wheels  is  being  controlled  to 
prevent  wheel  lockup  to  allow  the  speed  of  the 

right  reference  vehicle  speeds  coVR  and  coVl  to  the  45 
true  vehicle  speed  to  enable  wheel  slip  to  be 
accurately  determined  for  antilock  controlled  brak- 
ing  of  the  vehicle  wheels. 

Claims  50 

1.  A  method  of  limiting  the  brake  pressure  ap- 
plied  to  a  brake  (28,30)  of  a  wheel  (14,16) 
travelling  over  a  road  surface,  the  method 
comprising  the  steps  of  measuring  (48)  the  55 
speed  of  the  wheel;  and  estimate  the  vehicle 
speed  by  decaying  a  reference  vehicle  speed 
at  a  predetermined  rate  when  the  reference 

8 
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free-wheeled  rear  wheel  to  attain  vehicle 
speed;  and  comparing  a  reference  vehicle 
speed  with  the  sensed  speeds  of  each  of  the 
rear  wheels  and  (A)  decaying  the  reference 
vehicle  speed  at  a  predetermined  rate  when 
the  reference  vehicle  speed  is  greater  than 
each  of  the  sensed  speeds  of  the  rear  wheels 
and  (B)  setting  the  reference  vehicle  speed 
equal  to  either  sensed  speed  that  is  greater 
than  the  reference  vehicle  speed  to  establish 
the  reference  vehicle  speed  at  vehicle  speed. 

5.  A  method  as  claimed  in  claim  4,  further  includ- 
ing  the  steps  of  sensing  (118)  the  coefficient  of 
friction  of  each  respective  portion  of  the  road 
surface;  and  inhibiting  the  free-wheeling  of  ei- 
ther  rear  wheel  (14,16)  when  the  sensed  coeffi- 
cient  of  friction  of  its  respective  portion  of  the 
road  surface  is  greater  than  a  predetermined 
threshold. 

6.  A  method  as  claimed  in  claim  4  or  claim  5, 
wherein  the  comparing  step  comprises,  for 
each  rear  wheel,  comparing  its  sensed  speed 
with  the  respective  reference  vehicle  speed 
and  (A)  decaying  the  respective  reference  ve- 
hicle  speed  at  a  predetermined  rate  when  the 
reference  vehicle  speed  is  greater  than  its 
sensed  speed  and  (B)  setting  the  respective 
reference  vehicle  speed  equal  to  its  sensed 
speed  when  its  sensed  speed  is  greater  than 
the  respective  reference  vehicle  speed  to  es- 
tablish  the  respective  reference  vehicle  speed 
at  vehicle  speed. 

7.  A  method  as  claimed  in  any  one  of  claims  4  to 
6,  further  including  the  step  of  periodically 
free-wheeling  one  of  the  rear  wheels  (14,16)  to 
periodically  allow  its  speed  to  attain  vehicle 
speed  when  the  brake  pressure  thereto  is  be- 
ing  controlled  to  prevent  wheel  lockup  and  the 
sensed  coefficient  of  friction  of  its  respective 
portion  of  the  road  surface  is  less  than  a 
predetermined  threshold  while  either  (A)  the 
brake  pressure  to  the  other  one  of  the  rear 
wheels  is  not  being  controlled  to  prevent  wheel 
lockup  or  (B)  the  brake  pressure  to  the  other 
rear  wheel  is  being  controlled  to  prevent  wheel 
lockup  and  the  sensed  coefficient  of  friction  of 
its  respective  portion  of  the  road  surface  is 
greater  than  the  predetermined  threshold. 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Verfahren  zur  Begrenzung  des  an  eine  Bremse 
(28,  30)  eines  uber  eine  StraBenoberflache  lau- 
fenden  Rades  (14,  16)  angelegten  Bremsdruk- 
kes,  wobei  das  Verfahren  die  Schritte  umfaBt 

der  Messung  (48)  der  Geschwindigkeit  des  Ra- 
des;  und  das  Abschatzen  der  Fahrzeugge- 
schwindigkeit  durch  die  Verminderung  einer 
Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  unter  einer 

5  vorbestimmten  Rate,  wenn  die  Referenzfahr- 
zeuggeschwindigkeit  groBer  als  die  gemesse- 
ne  Geschwindigkeit  des  Rades  ist  und  durch 
Einstellen  der  Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindig- 
keit  auf  die  gemessene  Geschwindigkeit  des 

io  Rades,  wenn  die  Referenzfahrzeuggeschwin- 
digkeit  kleiner  als  die  gemessene  Geschwin- 
digkeit  des  Rades  ist;gekennzeichnet  durch 
das  Berechnen  eines  Radschlupfes  (54)  als 
eine  vorbestimmte  Funktion  der  Differenz  zwi- 

15  schen  der  gemessenen  Geschwindigkeit  des 
Rades  und  der  Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindig- 
keit;  das  Erfassen  (102)  eines  beginnenden 
Radblockierzustandes  aus  vorbestimmten  Pa- 
rametern  einschlieBlich  dem  berechneten  Rad- 

20  schlupf;  das  Freigeben  (104  bis  108)  des  an 
die  Bremse  des  Rades  angelegten  Bremsdruk- 
kes,  wenn  ein  beginnender  Radblockierzustand 
erfaBt  wird,  urn  dem  Rad  eine  Erholung  von 
dem  beginnenden  Radblockierzustand  zu  er- 

25  moglichen;  das  Erfassen  (102)  der  Erholung 
aus  dem  beginnenden  Radblockierzustand; 
dasFreilaufenlassen  (110,  112,  120  bis  130) 
des  Rades,  wenn  ein  Erholungszustand  erfaBt 
wird,  indem  der  gesamte  Bremsdruck  von  der 

30  Radbremse  genommen  wird,  urn  zu  erlauben, 
dal3  das  Rad  Fahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  erlangt; 
das  Erfassen  (126)  eines  Zustandes,  in  dem 
die  Radgeschwindigkeit  der  Fahrzeugge- 
schwindigkeit  gleicht;  und  das  neuerlichen  An- 

35  legen  eines  Bremsdruckes  (114,  116),  wenn 
der  Zustand,  in  dem  die  Radgeschwindigkeit 
der  Fahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  gleicht,  erfaBt  ist, 
wobei  die  Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit 
auf  die  tatsachliche  Fahrzeuggeschwindigkeit 

40  aktualisiert  wird,  wenn  das  Rad  freilaufen  ge- 
lassen  wird. 

2.  Verfahren  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  das  ferner  enthalt 
die  Schritte  des  Erfassens  (118)  des  Reibungs- 

45  koeffizienten  zwischen  dem  Rad  und  der  Stra- 
Benoberflache;  und  der  Unterdruckung  des 
Freilaufschrittes  des  Rades,  wenn  der  erfaBte 
Reibungskoeffizient  groBer  als  eine  vorherbe- 
stimmte  Schwelle  ist. 

50 
3.  Verfahren  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  Anspruch  2, 

in  dem  der  Schritt  (126)  des  Erfassens  eines 
Zustandes,  in  dem  die  Radgeschwindigkeit 
gleich  der  Fahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  ist,  das 

55  Erfassen  einer  Verzogerung  des  Rades  urn- 
fafit,  wahrend  das  Rad  freilaufen  gelassen 
wird. 

9 
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Geschwindigkeitsreferenzbestimmungsverfahr- 
en  in  einem  Antiblockierbremssystem  eines 
Fahrzeuges  mit  einem  Paar  Hinterradern  (14, 
16),  von  denen  jedes  uber  einen  entsprechen- 
den  Abschnitt  einer  StraBe  lauft,  und  in  dem  5 
der  Bremsdruck  an  jedem  Hinterrad  gesteuert 
wird,  urn  durch  ein  zyklisches  Freigeben  des 
Bremsdruckes  in  Reaktion  auf  einen  erfaBten 
beginnenden  Blockierzustand  des  Hinterrades 
und  ein  Neuanlegen  des  Bremsdruckes  nach-  10 
folgend  einer  erfaBten  Erholung  des  Hinterra- 
des  von  dem  erfaBten  beginnenden  Blockierzu- 
stand  eine  Radblockierung  zu  verhindern,  wo- 
bei  das  Verfahren  die  Schritte  umfaBt  des  Er- 
fassens  der  Geschwindigkeit  jedes  der  Hinter-  is 
rader;  des  alternierenden  (132)  Freilaufenlas- 
sens  der  Hinterrader,  wenn  der  Bremsdruck  an 
jedem  der  Hinterrader  gesteuert  wird,  urn  eine 
Radblockierung  zu  vermeiden,  urn  zu  ermogli- 
chen,  daB  die  Geschwindigkeit  des  freilaufen  20 
gelassenen  Hinterrades  die  Fahrzeuggeschwin- 
digkeit  erlangt;  und  des  Vergleichens  einer  Re- 
ferenzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  mit  den  erfaB- 
ten  Geschwindigkeiten  jedes  Hinterrades  und 
(A)  des  Verminderns  der  Referenzfahrzeugge-  25 
schwindigkeit  unter  einer  vorbestimmten  Rate, 
wenn  die  Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit 
groBer  als  jede  der  erfaBten  Geschwindigkeiten 
der  Hinterrader  ist,  und  (B)  des  Einstellens  der 
Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  gleich  einer  30 
erfaBten  Geschwindigkeit,  die  groBer  als  die 
Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  ist,  urn  die 
Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  bei  der  Fahr- 
zeuggeschwindigkeit  festzusetzen. 

35 
Verfahren  nach  Anspruch  4,  das  ferner  die 
Schritte  enthalt  des  Erfassens  (118)  des  Rei- 
bungskoeffizienten  jedes  jeweiligen  Abschnit- 
tes  der  StraBenoberflache;  und  der  Unterdruk- 
kung  des  Freilaufens  eines  jeden  Hinterrades  40 
(14,  16),  wenn  der  erfaBte  Reibungskoeffizient 
seines  jeweiligen  StraBenoberflachenabschnit- 
tes  groBer  als  eine  vorherbestimmte  Schwelle 
ist. 

45 
Verfahren  nach  Anspruch  4  oder  Anspruch  5, 
in  dem  der  Vergleichsschritt  umfaBt,  fur  jedes 
Hinterrad  seine  erfaBte  Geschwindigkeit  mit 
der  jeweiligen  Referenzfahrzeuggeschwindig- 
keit  zu  vergleichen  und  (A)  die  jeweilige  Refe-  so 
renzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  unter  einer  vorbe- 
stimmten  Rate  zu  vermindern,  wenn  die  Refe- 
renzfahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  groBer  als  ihre 
erfaBte  Geschwindigkeit  ist  und  (B)  das  Ein- 
stellen  der  jeweiligen  Fahrzeugreferenzge-  55 
schwindigkeit  gleich  ihrer  erfaBten  Geschwin- 
digkeit,  wenn  ihre  erfaBte  Geschwindigkeit  gro- 
Ber  als  die  jeweilige  Referenzfahrzeugge- 

schwindigkeit  ist,  urn  die  jeweilige  Referenz- 
fahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  bei  der  Fahrzeugge- 
schwindigkeit  festzusetzen. 

7.  Verfahren  nach  einem  der  Anspruche  4  bis  6, 
das  ferner  den  Schritt  enthalt,  eines  der  Hinter- 
rader  (14,  16)  periodisch  freilaufen  zu  lassen 
urn  periodisch  zu  ermoglichen,  daB  seine  Ge- 
schwindigkeit  Fahrzeuggeschwindigkeit  erlangt, 
wenn  der  Bremsdruck  dazu  gesteuert  wird,  urn 
eine  Radblockierung  zu  verhindern  und  der 
erfaBte  Reibungskoeffizient  seines  jeweiligen 
StraBenoberflachenabschnittes  kleiner  als  eine 
vorbestimmte  Schwelle  ist,  wahrend  entweder 
(A)  der  Bremsdruck  zu  dem  anderen  Hinterrad 
nicht  gesteuert  wird,  urn  eine  Radblockierung 
zu  verhindern  oder  (B)  der  Bremsdruck  zu 
dem  anderen  Hinterrad  gesteuert  wird,  urn 
eine  Radblockierung  zu  verhindern,  und  der 
erfaBte  Reibungskoeffizient  seines  jeweiligen 
StraBenoberflachenabschnittes  groBer  als  die 
vorbestimmte  Schwelle  ist. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Procede  de  limitation  de  la  pression  de  freina- 
ge  appliquee  a  un  frein  (28,  30)  d'une  roue 
(14,  16)  evoluant  sur  une  surface  de  route,  le 
procede  comprenant  les  etapes  consistant  a 
mesurer  (48)  la  vitesse  de  la  roue;  et  a  estimer 
la  vitesse  du  vehicule  en  diminuant  une  vitesse 
de  reference  du  vehicule,  d'un  taux  predeter- 
mine,  lorsque  la  vitesse  de  reference  du  vehi- 
cule  est  superieure  a  la  vitesse  mesuree  de  la 
roue,  et  en  reglant  la  vitesse  de  reference  du 
vehicule  a  la  vitesse  mesuree  de  la  roue  lors- 
que  la  vitesse  de  reference  du  vehicule  est 
inferieure  a  la  vitesse  mesuree  de  la  roue; 
caracterise  par  le  calcul  (54)  du  glissement  de 
la  roue  en  tant  que  fonction  predetermined  de 
la  difference  existant  entre  la  vitesse  mesuree 
de  la  roue  et  la  vitesse  de  reference  de  la 
roue;  la  detection  (102)  d'une  condition  de 
debut  de  blocage  de  la  roue,  a  partir  de  para- 
metres  predetermines  incluant  le  glissement 
calcule  de  la  roue;  le  relachement  (104  a  108) 
de  la  pression  de  freinage  appliquee  au  frein 
de  la  roue  lorsqu'une  condition  de  debut  de 
blocage  de  la  roue  a  ete  detectee,  de  maniere 
a  permettre  un  retablissement  de  la  roue  a 
partir  de  la  condition  de  debut  de  blocage  de 
la  roue;  la  detection  (102)  du  retablissement  a 
partir  de  la  condition  de  debut  de  blocage  de 
la  roue;  le  fait  de  laisser  la  roue  tourner  en 
roue-libre  (110;  112;  120  a  130),  lorsqu'une 
condition  de  retablissement  a  ete  detectee,  en 
enlevant  toute  pression  de  freinage  du  frein  de 
roue,  de  maniere  a  permettre  a  la  roue  d'at- 
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teindre  la  vitesse  du  vehicule;  la  detection 
(126)  d'une  condition  ou  la  vitesse  de  la  roue 
est  egale  a  la  vitesse  du  vehicule;  et  la  nouvel- 
le  application  (114,  116)  de  la  pression  de 
freinage  lorsque  la  condition,  dans  laquelle  la  5 
vitesse  de  la  roue  est  egale  a  la  vitesse  du 
vehicule,  est  detectee,  ce  qui  fait  que  la  vites- 
se  de  reference  du  vehicule  est  remise  au 
niveau  de  la  vitesse  reelle  du  vehicule  lorsque 
la  roue  tourne  en  roue-libre.  10 

Procede  selon  la  revendication  1,  comprenant 
en  outre  les  etapes  consistant  a  detecter  (118) 
le  coefficient  de  frottement  entre  la  roue  et  la 
surface  de  la  route;  et  a  empecher  I'etape  de  is 
fonctionnement  en  roue-libre  de  la  roue  lors- 
que  le  coefficient  de  frottement  detecte  est 
superieur  a  un  seuil  predetermine. 

Procede  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  la  revendi-  20 
cation  2,  dans  lequel  I'etape  (126)  consistant  a 
detecter  une  condition  ou  la  vitesse  de  la  roue 
est  egale  a  la  vitesse  du  vehicule,  comprend  la 
detection  d'une  deceleration  de  la  roue  pen- 
dant  que  la  roue  tourne  en  roue-libre.  25 

Procede  de  determination  d'une  vitesse  de  re- 
ference  dans  un  systeme  de  freinage  antiblo- 
cage  d'un  vehicule  comprenant  une  paire  de 
roues  arriere  (14,  16)  evoluant  chacune  sur  30 
une  partie  correspondante  d'une  surface  de  la 
route,  et  dans  lequel  la  pression  de  freinage 
agissant  sur  chaque  roue  arriere  est  regulee 
de  maniere  a  empecher  le  blocage  d'une  roue, 
en  relachant  de  fagon  cyclique  de  la  pression  35 
des  freins  en  reponse  a  la  detection  d'une 
condition  de  debut  de  blocage  de  la  roue 
arriere,  et  en  appliquant  de  nouveau  de  la 
pression  de  freinage  suite  a  la  detection  d'un 
retablissement  de  la  roue  arriere  a  partir  de  la  40 
condition  detectee  de  debut  de  blocage,  le 
procede  comprenant  les  etapes  consistant  a 
detecter  la  vitesse  de  chacune  des  roues  arrie- 
re;  et  en  alternance,  a  laisser  tourner  les  roues 
arriere  en  roue-libre  (132)  lorsque  la  pression  45 
de  freinage  appliquee  a  chacune  des  roues 
arriere  est  regulee  de  maniere  a  empecher  un 
blocage  de  la  roue,  de  maniere  a  permettre  a 
la  vitesse  de  la  roue  arriere  tournant  en  roue- 
libre  d'atteindre  la  vitesse  du  vehicule;  et  a  so 
comparer  la  vitesse  de  reference  du  vehicule 
avec  les  vitesses  detectees  de  chacune  des 
roues  arriere  et  (A)  a  diminuer  la  vitesse  de 
reference  du  vehicule  d'un  taux  predetermine 
lorsque  la  vitesse  de  reference  du  vehicule  est  55 
superieure  a  chacune  des  vitesses  detectees 
des  roues  arriere,  et  (B)  a  regler  la  vitesse  de 
reference  du  vehicule  a  I'une  ou  I'autre  des 

vitesses  detectees,  qui  est  superieure  a  la 
vitesse  de  reference  du  vehicule,  de  maniere  a 
etablir  la  vitesse  de  reference  du  vehicule  a  la 
vitesse  detectee. 

5.  Procede  selon  la  revendication  4,  comprenant 
en  outre  les  etapes  consistant  a  detecter  (118) 
le  coefficient  de  frottement  de  chaque  partie 
correspondante  de  la  surface  de  la  route;  et  a 
empecher  la  rotation  en  roue-libre  de  chacune 
des  roues  arriere  (14,  16)  lorsque  le  coefficient 
de  frottement  detecte  pour  la  partie  correspon- 
dante  de  la  surface  de  la  route  est  superieur  a 
un  seuil  predetermine. 

6.  Procede  selon  la  revendication  4  ou  la  revendi- 
cation  5,  dans  lequel  I'etape  de  comparaison 
comprend,  pour  chacune  des  roues  arriere,  la 
comparaison  de  la  vitesse  detectee  de  la  roue 
avec  la  vitesse  de  reference  correspondante 
du  vehicule,  et  (A)  la  diminution  de  la  vitesse 
de  reference  correspondante  du  vehicule,  d'un 
taux  predetermine,  lorsque  la  vitesse  de  refe- 
rence  de  la  roue  du  vehicule  est  superieure  a 
la  vitesse  detectee,  et  (B)  a  regler  la  vitesse 
de  reference  correspondante  du  vehicule  a  la 
vitesse  detectee  de  la  roue  lorsque  sa  vitesse 
detectee  est  superieure  a  la  vitesse  de  refe- 
rence  correspondante  du  vehicule,  de  maniere 
a  etablir  la  vitesse  de  reference  du  vehicule  a 
la  vitesse  du  vehicule. 

7.  Procede  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi- 
cations  4  a  6,  comprenant  en  outre  I'etape 
consistant  a  laisser  tourner  periodiquement 
I'une  des  roues  arriere  (14,  16)  en  roue-libre, 
de  maniere  a  permettre  periodiquement  a  sa 
vitesse  d'atteindre  la  vitesse  du  vehicule,  lors- 
que  la  pression  de  freinage  appliquee  a  la 
roue  est  regulee  de  maniere  a  empecher  un 
blocage  de  la  roue  et  lorsque  le  coefficient  de 
frottement  detecte  de  la  partie  correspondante 
de  la  surface  de  la  route  est  inferieur  a  un 
seuil  predetermine,  soit  (A)  pendant  que  la 
pression  de  freinage  appliquee  a  I'autre  des 
roues  arriere  n'est  pas  regulee  de  maniere  a 
empecher  le  blocage  de  la  roue,  soit  (B)  pen- 
dant  que  la  pression  de  freinage  appliquee  a 
I'autre  roue  arriere  est  regulee  de  maniere  a 
empecher  un  blocage  de  la  roue,  et  que  le 
coefficient  de  frottement  detecte  de  la  partie 
correspondante  de  la  surface  de  la  route  est 
superieur  au  seuil  predetermine. 
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