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(54) Air catching apparatus for a refrigerated cabinet

(57) A refrigerated air curtain redirection unit (7, 14)
can be retro fitted to the front base of a an existing reach-
in commercial open-display refrigerated cabinet (1, 13),
or provided as original built-in equipment for a newly man-
ufactured cabinet to reduce refrigerated air spillage. The

unit (7, 14) has a body part (8, 22, 26) that protrudes
outwardly of the open frontage (2, 20) of the cabinet at
an upward angle and there is an inwardly curved part
(10, 23, 29) at its top region whereby an air vortex (12,
25) is formed that acts to draw air from the curtain at its
base into an air duct of the cabinet (1, 13).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to air-catching ap-
paratus to limit air spillage from a refrigerated air curtain
at the open frontage of a commercial refrigerated
reach-in open-display cabinet. More particularly, the
present invention relates to a system and method to pre-
vent the refrigerated air curtain from spilling out of the
base of a reach-in commercial open-display refrigerated
cabinet. Such refrigerated cabinets are widely used to
display goods that need to be kept cold but which are
accessible by reaching in through an open frontage of
the cabinet. In order to keep the goods cold despite the
open frontage, a curtain of refrigerated air is directed from
the top of the frontage down to its base from where it is
re-circulated.
[0002] Over recent years, concerns over energy pro-
duction have become ever more relevant as stocks of
fossil fuels are depleting worldwide. Production of elec-
tricity is central to these concerns and various ways in
which electricity is used have been investigated. In ad-
dition to the environmental concerns, the increasing
costs of producing electricity have been born by the end
user. Ways in which the electricity already produced is
used and conserved is at the forefront of current con-
sumer thinking with a view to reducing energy costs. With
this in mind, a need for a device to credibly/affordably
reduce the waste energy from commercial refrigeration
units exists.
[0003] Although there are many ways available in the
current market place to purchase energy efficient refrig-
eration systems, the cost vs. saving can in most cases
be difficult to justify. In addition, even newly manufac-
tured units encounter huge losses of waste refrigerated
air by way of design. Therefore the need for additional
elements to add to existing refrigerated units and likewise
new units is required.
[0004] According to the invention therefore there is pro-
vided air-catching apparatus to limit air spillage from a
refrigerated air curtain at the open frontage of a commer-
cial refrigerated reach-in open-display cabinet, wherein
the apparatus comprises an air-catching unit at the base
of said frontage which protrudes at an angle outwards at
the frontage, characterised in that the unit has a top
region that is curved inwardly whereby an air vortex is
created at said base which acts to direct air from the
curtain into the cabinet.
[0005] In more detail, with the present invention a
number of units can be placed at the base of a reach-in
refrigerated commercial open-display cabinet. The air-
catching apparatus can be designed in such a way that
each unit protrudes on an angle and outwards finishing
at the top with a 180 degree or lesser curve from the
refrigerated cabinet, thus covering the entire length of
the base of the cabinet. The vortex method captures and
then redirects a large percentage of previously wasted
refrigerated air into the cabinet’s air-recovery ducts,
therefore resulting in substantially reduced energy costs

and CO2 production.
[0006] Thus the curved top region of the air-catching
unit may have a part-circular curvature.
[0007] The air-catching unit may be elongate with a
fixing part along its bottom region, a flat body part be-
tween the bottom region and the curved top region, and
transverse end parts at ends of the body part, the body
part being at an angle to the fixing part.
[0008] The invention also provides a refrigerated cab-
inet having an open frontage, internal shelving or deck-
ing, means for directing a curtain of refrigerated air from
the top of the frontage down to the base thereof, air-re-
covery ducts in the cabinet to receive air from the said
base, and an air-catching unit as described above fixed
along said base whereby the said air vortex acts to direct
air from the curtain to the said ducts and thereby reduces
spillage of such air. The air-catching unit may be retro-
fitted to the cabinet so that the unit protrudes outwardly
from the frontage. The aforesaid body part of the air-
catching unit and the said curved region may protrude
wholly from the frontage, and there may be multiple air-
catching units extending along the entire length of the
base.
[0009] Below is a description of a refrigerated cabinet
with an air-catching unit in accordance with one form of
the invention, making reference to the accompanying
drawings, Figs 2-6. Fig 1 shows a conventional cabinet.
[0010] The air-catching unit shown in the Figs 2-6 can
be manufactured from many different kinds of material,
including metal (and derivatives of such), plastic and
glass. The unit can be fitted retrospectively onto existing
(in use) reach-in commercial open-display refrigerated
cabinets of any size or design. In addition to this the unit
can be pre-manufactured onto new reach-in commercial
open-display refrigerated cabinets as shown in figure 4.

Figure 1 is an upright side sectional view of a stand-
ard reach-in commercial open-display refrigerated
cabinet showing flow of refrigerated air;

Figure 2 is an upright side sectional view of a stand-
ard reach-in commercial open-display refrigerated
cabinet like Fig 1, with the retro-fitted air-catching
unit;

Figure 3 is an enlarged view of the fixed air-catching
unit shown in Figure 2;

Figure 4 shows a side view of a newly manufactured
cabinet with the air-catching unit built in as original
equipment;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a modified form of
a retro-fit air-catching unit;

Figure 6 is a side view of the unit of Fig 5.

[0011] Referring to Fig 1, this shows a conventional
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commercial refrigerated cabinet 1 or chiller having an
upright open frontage 2 providing reach-in access to deck
space inside the cabinet. Cold air apparatus is used to
generate a flow 3 of refrigerated air down from the top of
the frontage 2 to its base to establish a refrigerated air
curtain over the frontage 2, as indicated by the arrows.
At the base of the frontage there is an upstanding lip 4.
Cold air flow 5 from the curtain falls inwardly of the lip 4
into an air recovery duct (not shown). In practice, a pro-
portion 6 of the cold air flow spills over the lip forwardly
thereof and escapes to the environment. Arrows in Fig 1
clearly highlight the current airflow loss. This can be as
high as 40% of the refrigerated air.
[0012] Fig 2 shows an air-curtain redirection unit 7 fixed
onto a reach-in commercial open-display refrigerated
cabinet 1 of the standard kind shown in Fig 1. As shown,
the unit is fixed to the lip. The unit 7 is elongate and has
a flat main body part 8, a flat base part 9 (see Fig 3)
extending at an angle to the body part 8 at the base edge
region of the unit 7, a curved top part 10 at the top region
of the unit 7, and end plates 11 transverse to the body
part 8 at the ends of the unit 7. The unit 7 is fixed to the
lip 6 at the base part 9 which lies on top of the lip 6 in
level disposition with the body part 8 extending upwardly
and outwardly of the cabinet frontage and the top part 10
curved inwardly towards the frontage 2. As shown the
body part 8 and the top part 10 protrude wholly outside
the frontage 2.
[0013] Figs 2 and 3 show the airflow 3,5 and the vortex
method created by the air redirection unit 7 clearly show-
ing the potential for substantially reducing refrigerated
air loss. That is, the cold air from the curtain swirls within
the space defined between the body part 8, the top part
10 and the end plates 11 to form a vortex 12 and this has
the effect of drawing the air inwardly into the cabinet
thereby reducing spillage forwardly of the frontage to es-
cape into the environment.
[0014] Figs 2 and 3 relate to a retro-fitted air-catching
unit on a standard cabinet 1. Fig 4 shows a cabinet 13
with an air-catching unit 14 fitted as original equipment.
As shown, the cabinet 13 has a number of shelves 15 or
decks for goods 16 to be chilled. Also, the cabinet has a
refrigerated air duct system which directs air downwardly
from an upper outlet 17 to a base intake 18 from where
it is drawn in and directed to a recirculation channel 19.
The refrigerated air forms a curtain across the open front-
age 20 of the cabinet 13. At the base of the frontage 20
there is an upright lip 21 to which is attached an air-catch-
ing unit 14 with a flat outwardly and upwardly protruding
body part 22, an inwardly curved top part 23, and upright
end plates 24 transverse to the body part 22. An air flow
vortex 25 is defined, as shown, in like manner to Figs 2
and 3. This vortex 25 substantially reduces the refriger-
ated air loss in comparison to the standard arrangement
of Fig 1.
[0015] Fig 5 shows a stand-alone retro-fit unit which is
a modified version of that shown in Figs 2 and 3. It is
elongate and has a flat main body part 26, a flat base

part 27, end plates 28 transverse to the body part 26,
and a curved top part 29. The end plates 28 have different
profiles from those of Figs 2 and 3, and the base part 27
is at a different angle to the body part 26 whereby the
base part 27 is fixed in upright disposition to the lip 6 in
order that the body part 26 extends upwards and out-
wards with the top part 29 curved inwardly in like manner
to the arrangement shown in Figs 2 and 3 i. e. so as to
give rise to the same air vortex effect.
[0016] The unit of Figs 5 and 6 can be fixed alone or
end to end with other like units so as to cover the entire
length of the base of any size of reach-in commercial
open-display refrigerated cabinets, thus closing all avail-
able air curtain spill space.
[0017] The invention is capable of other embodiments
and it is to be understood that the phraseology terminol-
ogy employed herein are for the purpose of description
and should not be regarded as limiting. As such, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that the conception, upon
which this disclosure is based, may readily be utilized as
the basis for the designing of other structures for carrying
out the purpose of the present invention. It is important,
therefore, that the claims be regarded as including such
equivalent constructions insofar as they do not depart
from the spirit and scope of the present invention. To the
accomplishment of the above and related objects, the
invention may be embodied in the form illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. Attention is called to the fact,
however, that the drawings are illustrative only. Varia-
tions are contemplated as being part of the invention,
limited only by the scope of the claims.
[0018] With the arrangements of Figs 2 to 6 advantag-
es arise as follows:
[0019] The refrigerated air curtain redirection unit, for
use on reach-in commercial open-display refrigerated
cabinets, creates a vortex system to reduce air build up
and therefore overspill.
[0020] The unit gives, a method of capturing refriger-
ated air likely to spill from the base of the open cabinet
frontage.
[0021] The unit acts to redirect the refrigerated air cur-
tain into the air recovery ducts of the cabinet.
[0022] The unit acts to reduce the overall energy con-
sumption of a reach-in commercial refrigerated display
cabinet by reducing the refrigerated air curtain spillage.
[0023] A refrigerated air curtain redirection unit can be
retrofitted onto or built as original equipment into an ex-
isting cabinet design.

Claims

1. Air-catching apparatus to limit air spillage from a re-
frigerated air curtain at the open frontage of a com-
mercial refrigerated reach-in open-display cabinet,
wherein the apparatus comprises an air-catching
unit at the base of said frontage which protrudes at
an angle outwards at the frontage, characterised in
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that the unit has a top region that is curved inwardly
whereby an air vortex is created at said base which
acts to direct air from the curtain into the cabinet.

2. Air-catching apparatus according to claim 1 charac-
terised in that the curved top region of the air-catch-
ing unit has a part-circular curvature.

3. Air-catching apparatus according to claim 1 charac-
terised in that the air-catching unit is elongate and
has a fixing part along its bottom region, a flat body
part between the bottom region and the curved top
region, and transverse end parts at ends of the body
part, the body part being at an angle to the fixing part.

4. A refrigerated cabinet having an open frontage, in-
ternal shelving or decking, means for directing a cur-
tain of refrigerated air from the top of the frontage
down to the base thereof, air-recovery ducts in the
cabinet to receive air from the said base, and an air-
catching unit according to any one of claims 1 to 3
fixed along said base whereby the said air vortex
acts to direct air from the curtain to the said ducts
and thereby reduces spillage of such air.

5. A refrigerated cabinet according to claim 4 wherein
the air-catching unit is retrofitted to the cabinet and
the unit protrudes outwardly from the frontage.

6. A refrigerated cabinet according to claim 5 when de-
pendent on claim 3 wherein the body part and the
curved region protrude wholly from the frontage.

7. A refrigerated cabinet according to any one of claims
4 to 6 wherein the air-catching unit extends along
the entire length of the base.
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