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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an automatic
vacuum cleaner.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] In general, an automatic vacuum cleaner cleans
while driving a floor surface of homes or buildings.
[0003] The driving force for driving the automatic vac-
uum cleaner can be generated by a driving motor.
[0004] Since the floor surface forms the flat ground,
the automatic vacuum cleaner can be smoothly traveling
by the driving motor.
[0005] However, the traveling of the automatic vacuum
cleaner may be limited, when cleaning an inclined sur-
face, not a flat surface that is, the inclined surface having
upward or downward slope in a forward direction.
[0006] In particular, when the cleaning surface is a win-
dow provided in the building, the use of the automatic
vacuum cleaner is very limited. Accordingly, in actual cir-
cumstances, the window should be manually cleaned by
the user.
[0007] In addition, in recent years, high rise buildings
have considerably increased. Due to the risk of cleaning
the window, it is very limited that the high-rise building’s
occupants directly clean the window is very limited. Ac-
cordingly, specialized companies to clean the window
have emerged.
[0008] However, there is a problem that an automatic
vacuum cleaner capable of automatically cleaning a
cleaning surface obliquely or vertically disposed against
a ground such as a window does not existed in the related
art.
[0009] Even when cleaning the window through spe-
cialized companies, since the workers should clean the
window by depending on ropes fixed in the roof of the
building, and the like while moving, there are problems
that many personnel and equipments are required.
[0010] In addition, there are problems that since clean-
ing object’s areas are wider, parts be not touched by
worker’s hand are existed and risks for safety of workers
are always existed.
[0011] JP 2009 219831 A relates to a cleaner body
having an attractive section to an object to be washed,
a transfer section on the surface of the object, and a
washing section for the object to be washed.
[0012] JP 2000 353014 A relates to a cleaning robot
wherein a cleaning mode can be inputted by operating
an input device by a worker based on the dust quantity
judged by looking over a cleaning area.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0013] The object of the present invention is to provide
an automatic vacuum cleaner movably attached to a
cleaning surface to perform cleaning operations.
[0014] The another object of the present invention is
to provide an automatic vacuum cleaner in which oper-
ation manners can be varied according to the foreign
material amounts based on states of the cleaning sur-
face.
[0015] According to an aspect of the present invention,
the automatic vacuum cleaner includes a first movement
part and a second movement part capable of together
moving along an inclined cleaning surface, a movement
unit provided in at least one of the first movement part
and the second movement part, a cleaning member pro-
vided in at least one of the first movement part and the
second movement part, and a detection unit which de-
tects states of the cleaning surface, wherein movement
speeds of the first movement part and the second move-
ment part are varied according to the states of the clean-
ing surface, and the automatic vacuum cleaner further
comprises at least one fixed adhesion unit and a first
suction motor communicating with the fixed adhesion
unit.
[0016] According to an example, the automatic vacu-
um cleaner includes a first movement part and a second
movement part capable of together moving along an in-
clined cleaning surface; a movement unit provided in at
least one of the first movement part and the second
movement part; a cleaning member provided in at least
one of the first movement part and the second movement
part; a detection unit which detects states of the cleaning
surface; a driving unit which drives the cleaning member,
wherein operation manners of the driving unit are varied
according to the states of the cleaning surface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an automatic
vacuum cleaner according to a first embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an appearance that
an automatic vacuum cleaner is attached to a clean-
ing surface according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a first movement
part of the first embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a cleaning surface
state detected in a cleaning surface detection unit.
FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating a control method of
the automatic vacuum cleaner according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a di-
rection change method of the automatic vacuum
cleaner of the present invention.
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FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating another example of a
direction change method of the automatic vacuum
cleaner of the present invention.
FIG. 8 is a perspective view illustrating an automatic
vacuum cleaner according to a second embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 9 is a partial cross sectional view illustrating a
second main body part of the automatic vacuum
cleaner shown in FIG. 8.
FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of the automatic vacuum cleaner according to the
second embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 11 is a perspective view illustrating a second
movement part of an automatic vacuum cleaner ac-
cording to a third embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI-
MENTS

[0018] Hereinafter, the preferred embodiments of the
present invention will be described with reference to ac-
companying drawings in detail.
[0019] In addition, in the explanation of the embodi-
ments of the present invention, terms such as a first, a
second, A, B, (a), (b) and the like may be used. These
terms are only intended to distinguish components each
other, and the nature, the difference, the order and the
like of the components are not limited. In addition, when
an element is referred to as being "connected", "coupled"
or "connection" another element, it can be directly con-
nected to another element or be indirectly connected to
another element, but it should be understand that each
of these elements or another elements can be connected
or coupled therebetween.
[0020] FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an au-
tomatic vacuum cleaner according to a first embodiment
of the present invention; and FIG. 2 is a diagram illus-
trating an appearance that an automatic vacuum cleaner
is attached to a cleaning surface according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[0021] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, according to the
embodiment, the automatic vacuum cleaner includes a
first movement part 10 and a second movement part 20.
In a state where the first movement part 10 is contacted
with one surface of a cleaning object 5, when the second
movement part 20 is contacted with another surface of
the cleaning object, positions of the first movement part
10 and the second movement part 20 can be fixed by a
force of attraction.
[0022] In this case, the cleaning object 5 can be ob-
liquely arranged on the ground (includes verticality), and
the ground can be understand as a surface correspond-
ing to a floor surface of buildings or any place.
[0023] The first movement part 10 includes a main
body 100 forming an external appearance. The main
body 100 includes main wheels 110 by which the main
body 100 is moved, a first driving unit 113 which rotates

the main wheels 110, a first cleaning member and a sec-
ond cleaning member which cleans the cleaning object
5, an inlet 130 which inlets foreign matters of the cleaning
object 5, auxiliary wheels 152 which assists a movement
of the main body 100, and at least one of first magnetic
members 161, 162.
[0024] Since the basic structure of the second move-
ment part 20 is identical to that of the first movement part
10, the configuration of the first movement part 10 can
be intactly applied to the second movement part 20. How-
ever, in the second movement part 20, the driving motor
for rotating the main wheels can be removed. According-
ly, a detailed description of the second movement part
20 is omitted.
[0025] The second movement part 20 includes at least
one of the second magnetic members 261, 262 that in-
teract with the first magnetic members 161, 162.
[0026] Any one of the first magnetic members 161, 162
and the second magnetic members 261, 262 may be
permanent magnets or electromagnets and the other one
may be metallic. In addition, the first magnetic members
161, 162 and the second magnetic members 261, 262
may be permanent magnets or electromagnets, respec-
tively.
[0027] In this case, the magnetic members 161, 162,
261, 262 may be located at the inside or the outside of
the movement parts 10, 20. Further, the portion of the
magnetic members 161, 162, 261, 262 may be exposed
or protruded to the inside or the outside of the movement
parts 10, 20.
[0028] By the magnetic members 161, 162, 261, 262,
the movements parts 10, 20 may be maintain a state
attached to the inclined cleaning object 5 by acting an
attraction force (magnetic force) between the first move-
ment part 10 and the second movement part 20. That is,
in a state where each of the movements 10, 20 is attached
to the inclined cleaning object, each of the movement
parts 10, 20 may be prevented from falling or sliding
downwardly Of course, the attraction force between the
first magnetic members 161, 162 and the second mag-
netic members 261, 262 should have the intensity that
each of the movement parts 10, 20 does not fall.
[0029] Herein, the magnetic members 161, 162, 261,
262 may refer to an attachment maintaining unit which
maintains the state where the each of the movement part
is attached to the cleaning object.
[0030] The main wheels 110 include a first main wheel
111, and a second main wheel 112 spaced from the first
main wheels 111. The first driving unit 113 includes a
first motor 114 for rotating the first main wheels 111 and
a second motor 115 for rotating the second main wheels
112.
[0031] Each of the motors 114, 115 may be independ-
ently operated, and regular and irregular rotations (bi-
direction rotation) may be performed. Accordingly, RPMs
of the first main wheels 111 and the second main wheels
112 may be the same or different.
[0032] Accordingly, the first movement part 10 may be
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rotated, including the forward movement and the back-
ward movement in the cleaning object. That is, when the
first movement part 10 is moved, the direction of the
movement may be switched. In this case, without the first
driving unit for rotating the main wheels of the second
movement part 20, the second movement part 20 is
moved along with the first movement part 10 by the at-
traction force for the first movement part 10.
[0033] Herein, the main wheels and the first driving unit
may refer to a movement unit which moves the movement
part.
[0034] The first cleaning member may be contacted
with the cleaning object 5. The fist cleaning member in-
cludes a plurality of cleaning elements 121, 122, 123,
124. The plurality of cleaning elements 121, 122, 123,
124 include first cleaning element to fourth cleaning el-
ements. The first cleaning member may provided to the
lower portion (portion viewing the cleaning object) of the
each movement part 10, 20. In addition, the first cleaning
member may be located adjacent to the lower border of
the each movement part.
[0035] The first cleaning element 121 and the third
cleaning element 123 are arranged in parallel, and the
second cleaning element 122 and the forth cleaning el-
ement 124 are arranged in parallel. In addition, the first
cleaning element 121 and the third cleaning element 123
are orthogonal to the second cleaning element 122 and
the forth cleaning element 124.
[0036] Each of the cleaning elements 121, 122, 123,
124 may be independently rotated by a second driving
unit (see 118 of FIG. 3) described later. In this case, each
of the cleaning elements 121, 122, 123, 124 may verti-
cally rotated over the cleaning surface of the cleaning
object 5. That is, the rotation axis of each of cleaning
elements 121, 122, 123, 124 is parallel to the cleaning
surface.
[0037] In addition, each of the cleaning elements 121,
122, 123, 124 is rotated to be move foreign materials
from the outside to the inside of each movement part 10,
20.
[0038] The inlet 130 is spaced from the first cleaning
member and located on the inside than the first cleaning
member. That is, the distance from the center of the
movement part 10, 20 to the inlet 130 is shorter than that
from the center of the movement part 10, 20 to the first
cleaning member.
[0039] The foreign materials of the cleaning object may
be inlet into the inlet 130. In this case, the movement
parts 10, 20 may be provided with a suction motor (see
188 of FIG. 3) for generating suction force and a dust
container (not shown) storing the inlet dust.
[0040] In addition, the second cleaning member is
spaced from the inlet 130 and located the inside than the
inlet 130 That is, the first cleaning member, the inlet 130
and the second cleaning member are sequentially locat-
ed from the outside to the inside of the movement parts
10. 20.
[0041] In addition, the second cleaning member may

be also contacted with the cleaning object 5. The second
cleaning member includes a plurality of cleaning ele-
ments 141, 142, 143. 144. The plurality of cleaning ele-
ments 141, 142, 143, 144 include first cleaning element
to fourth cleaning elements.
[0042] The first cleaning element 141 and the third
cleaning element 143 are arranged in parallel, and the
second cleaning element 142 and the forth cleaning el-
ement 144 are arranged in parallel. In addition, the first
cleaning element 141 and the third cleaning element 143
are orthogonal to the second cleaning element 142 and
the forth cleaning element 144.
[0043] Each of the cleaning elements 141, 142, 143,
144 may be formed of rubber materials as an example.
When each of the movement parts 10, 20 is moved, the
each of the cleaning elements 141, 142, 143, 144 is slid
and cleaned in a state be contacted with the cleaning
object.
[0044] Meanwhile, the lower portion of the movement
parts10, 20 is provided with at least one caster 150 ca-
pable of rotating based on the rotation shaft perpendic-
ular to the lower surface of the movement parts 10, 20.
In addition, the caster 150 is disposed with the auxiliary
wheels 152.
[0045] In addition, any one of the first movement part
10 and the second movement part 20 may be located on
the inside of the room, and the other one may be located
on the outside of the room. Accordingly, since the move-
ment part located on the inside of the room may be
changed, each of the movement parts 10, 20 may be
provided with an input unit for inputting operation com-
mands (start command, operation patterns, etc.) Each
of the movement parts may be provided with a commu-
nication unit, and signal input from the any one of the
movement parts may be transmitted to the other move-
ment part through the communication unit.
[0046] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a first move-
ment part of the first embodiment of the present invention;
and FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a cleaning surface
state detected in a cleaning surface detection unit
[0047] First, referring to FIG. 3, the first movement part
10 includes a control unit 180, an obstacle detection unit
182 which detects obstacles, a cleaning surface detec-
tion unit 184 which detects cleaning surface states, an
analysis unit 185 which analyzes the cleaning surface
states, a battery 186 which supplies power, a first driving
unit 113 which drives the main wheels 110, a second
driving unit 118 which drives the first cleaning member,
a suction motor 188 which generates suction force, and
a communication unit 189 which communicates with the
second movement part 20.
[0048] Although not shown in the drawings, but the
second movement part 20 includes at least one of the
communication unit, the control unit, the battery, the sec-
ond driving unit and the suction motor.
[0049] In detail, the second driving unit 118 includes a
plurality of motors. The number of the plurality of motors
may be equal to the number the plurality of cleaning el-
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ements 121, 122, 123. 124 composed of the first cleaning
member. Accordingly, the whole or portion of the cleaning
elements 121, 122, 123, 124 may be operated and the
rotation number of each of the cleaning elements 121,
122, 123, 124 may be different.
[0050] In addition, the second driving unit 118 includes
a single motor, and power of the single motor may be
transmitted to the cleaning elements 121, 122, 123, 124
by a power transmission unit. In this case, the operation
information (control information) of the second driving
unit 118 of the first movement part 10 may be sent to the
second movement part 20. Then, the second driving unit
of the second movement part 20 operates with the pattern
identical with the second driving unit 118 of the first move-
ment part 10.
[0051] The obstacle detection unit 182 may include at
least one of the first movement part 10 and the second
movement part 20. The obstacle detection unit 182 may
be used by a variety of sensors such as an infrared sen-
sor, an ultrasonic sensor and the like. In the embodiment,
it is noted that the kind of the obstacle detection unit 182
is not restrictive.
[0052] The cleaning surface detection unit 184 may be
a camera as an example. The cleaning surface detection
unit 184 may be located on the side of the first movement
part 10. The cleaning surface detection unit 184 may in-
clude a plurality of numbers. Any one of the plurality of
cleaning surface detection units 184 may be provided to
the first side parallel to the axis of the main wheels and
the other one of cleaning surface detection units 184 may
be provided to the second side parallel to the axis of the
main wheels.
[0053] Since the first movement part 10 can go forward
or backward, when going forward, any one of cleaning
surface detection units 184 detects the cleaning surface
state, and when going backward, the other one of clean-
ing surface detection units 184 detects the cleaning sur-
face state.
[0054] In the embodiment, the cleaning surface detect-
ed by the cleaning surface detection unit 184 is a surface
(a cleaning surface to be afterward moved by the first
movement part) that has not yet been cleaned.
[0055] When the cleaning surface detection unit 184
photographs the cleaning surface, the analysis unit 185
analyzes the captured image and transmits the analyzed
results to the control unit 180. Then, the control unit 180
may control the operations of the first driving unit 113
and/or the second driving unit 118 according to the an-
alyzed results.
[0056] Referring to FIGS. 4A and 4B, the image pho-
tographed from the cleaning surface detection unit 184
may be different contrast according whether foreign ma-
terials are existed. The analysis unit 185 divides the pho-
tographed image into a plurality of pixels. In addition,
when different contrast in each pixel is existed more than
one, it is determined that the foreign materials are existed
in the pixel. For an example, when determined that for-
eign materials are existed in the pixel, the corresponding

pixel is given by 1, and when determined that foreign
materials are not existed in the pixel, the corresponding
pixel is given by 0.
[0057] According to the method described above, as
shown in FIG. 4B, even when a black or colored adver-
tisement sheet or a awning sheet is attached to or coated
on the cleaning surface, it is possible to determine the
presence or not and amount of the foreign materials
[0058] FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating a control method
of an automatic vacuum cleaner according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[0059] Referring to FIG. 5, in a state where the first
movement part 10 and the second movement part 20 are
attached to the cleaning object, the start command is
inputted to the specific movement part (S1). Then, the
cleaning surface detection unit 184 detects the cleaning
surface state (S2). In addition, the photographed image
from the cleaning surface detection unit is analyzed by
the analysis unit 185 and the control unit 180 determines
the operation methods of the first driving unit 113 and/or
the second driving unit 118 according to the analyzed
results.
[0060] In the embodiment, until an operation method
of the driving units 113, 118 is determined in the control
unit 180, the second driving unit 118 can operate in a
state where the movement parts 10, 20 are stopped. As
an example, the first cleaning member can be rotated at
a speed when the smallest amounts of foreign materials
are existed. In addition, the operation state of the second
driving unit 118 can be maintained or varied according
to the analyzed results.
[0061] For example, when determined that the foreign
material amounts of the cleaning surface are more than
the reference amount (for example, in a case where the
number of the pixel is greater than the reference value),
the control unit 180 generates the operation command
of the first driving unit 113 to slow the movement speed
of the movement parts 10, 20 than the case that the for-
eign material amounts are less. In this case, the first
cleaning member is rotated at a constant speed regard-
less of the foreign material amounts. In addition, the
movement parts 10, 20 are stopped for a certain period
of time while moving the movement parts 10, 20, and a
specific cleaning surface can be intensively cleaned.
[0062] In addition, when determined that the foreign
material amounts are more, the control unit 180 gener-
ates the operation command of the second driving unit
118 of the first movement part 10 to increase the rotation
speed of the first cleaning member than the case that the
foreign material amounts are less. In this case, the move-
ment parts 10, 20 are moved at a constant speed regard-
less of the foreign material amounts. In addition, infor-
mation about the operation methods of the second driving
unit 118 is transmitted to the second movement part 20
through the communication unit, and the second driving
unit can be operated by the same operation methods in
the second movement part 20.
[0063] In addition, the control unit 180 generates the
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operation commands of the first driving unit 113 and the
second driving unit 118 to increase the rotation speed of
the first cleaning member while slowly moving the move-
ment parts 10, 20 than the case that the foreign material
amounts are less.
[0064] That is, the movement speed of the first move-
ment part 10 can be adjusted to a number of steps and
the movement speed of the first movement part 10 is
determined according to the amount of foreign materials.
In addition, the rotation speed of the first cleaning mem-
ber can be adjusted to a number of steps and the rotation
speed (operation speed) of the first cleaning member is
determined according to the amount of foreign materials.
[0065] Further, the first driving unit 113 and/or the sec-
ond driving unit 118 are operated by a predetermined
method (S4). Then, the cleaning surface is cleaned while
moving the first movement part and the second move-
ment part.
[0066] In addition, the movement distances of the
movement parts 10, 20 are determined during the move-
ment of the movement parts 10, 20 (S5). As an example,
the movement distances of the movement parts 10, 20
are determined by using the number of rotation of the
first and second motors 114, 115.
[0067] In addition, when determined that the move-
ment parts 10, 20 are moved by a certain distance, the
cleaning surface detection unit 184 again detects the
cleaning surface to be afterward cleaned (S6). Then, the
control unit 180 again determines the operation methods
of the first driving unit 113 and/or the second driving unit
118 in response to the newly detected cleaning surface
(S7). In this case, the operation methods of the first and/or
second driving units 113, 118 can be maintained in the
previous state or varied.
[0068] Further, the first driving unit 113 and/or the sec-
ond driving unit 118 are operated by a re-predetermined
method.
[0069] In the embodiment, the steps S and FIG. 7 are
repeatedly performed during the movement of the move-
ment parts 10, 20.
[0070] In the described above, the operation methods
of the first driving unit and/or the second driving unit may
be varied according to the foreign material amount, but
the operation method of the suction motor may be further
varied according to the foreign material amount. As an
example, the suction motor may be controlled such that
the suction force of the suction motor is increased (the
suction force may be divided into a number of steps) as
the foreign material amounts of the cleaning surface are
more existed.
[0071] According to the present invention described
above, since the plurality off movement part may be
moved in a state attached to the cleaning surface by the
magnetic force of the magnetic member, there is an ad-
vantage that the inclined cleaning surface can be
cleaned.
[0072] In addition, since the cleaning object is disposed
between the plurality of movement parts and the cleaning

member is provided between the movement part and the
cleaning surface, there is an advantage that the both
sides of the cleaning surface can be cleaned.
[0073] In addition, since the operations of the driving
units 113, 118 can be varied according to the foreign
material amounts, there is an advantage that the cleaning
performance can be improved.
[0074] FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
direction change method of the automatic vacuum clean-
er of the present invention; and FIG. 7 is a diagram illus-
trating another example of a direction change method of
the automatic vacuum cleaner of the present invention.
[0075] First, referring to FIG. 6, the obstacle detection
unit 182 detects whether obstacles (for example, window
ledges) are existed during moving the movement parts
10, 20. In addition, the control unit determines the dis-
tance between the obstacle and the movement part by
using the detected information in the obstacle detection
unit 182. In addition, when the distance between the ob-
stacle and the movement part is reached to a certain
distance D, the direction of the movement parts 10, 20
is changed. As an example, when the number of rotation
of any one motor is increased than the number of rotation
of the other motor, the movement parts 10, 20 are rotated
towards the driving motor having a relatively large rota-
tion number. In this case, the constant distance may be
the minimum distance for not hitting the obstacle when
the direction of the movement part is changed.
[0076] As another method, referring to FIG. 7, the ob-
stacle detection unit 182 detects whether obstacles (for
example, window ledges) are existed during moving the
movement parts 10, 20. When the obstacle is detected,
the control unit controls such that the first and second
motors 114, 115 may be rotated in the opposite direction
compared to previous direction. In this case, the motors
114, 115 are controlled such that the number of rotation
of any one motor is increased than the number of rotation
of the other motor. Then, the movement parts 10, 20 are
moved in the opposite direction compared to previous
direction and at the same time, the movement parts 10,
20 are moved to a different path deviated from previous
movement path, and accordingly, the cleaning surface,
which is not performed, may be cleaned.
[0077] FIG. 8 is a perspective view illustrating an au-
tomatic vacuum cleaner according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention; FIG. 9 is a partial cross
sectional view illustrating a second main body part of the
automatic vacuum cleaner shown in FIG. 8; and FIG. 10
is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of the au-
tomatic vacuum cleaner according to the second embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0078] Referring to FIGS. 8 to 10, according to the em-
bodiment, the automatic vacuum cleaner 30 performs
the cleaning in a state attached to one side of the cleaning
object.
[0079] The cleaner 30 includes a first main body 310
(may be referred to a first movement part), and a second
main body 320 (may be referred to a second movement
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part) relative-operatively connected to the fist main body.
[0080] The first main body 310 includes a first cleaning
member 311, a second cleaning member 312 and at least
one fixed adhesion unit 314. The structures and locations
of the first cleaning member 311 and the second cleaning
member 312 and the configuration for rotating the first
cleaning member 311 are identical with these of the first
embodiment. Accordingly, the detailed explanation is
omitted. In addition, in this embodiment, the inlet of the
first embodiment may be removed or presented. FIG. 8
is showing an example that the inlet is removed.
[0081] The fixed adhesion unit 314 may include a plu-
rality of numbers. The fixed adhesion unit 314 commu-
nicates with the first suction motor 351.
[0082] When the first suction motor 351 is operated,
negative pressure is applied to the each fixed adhesion
unit 314 and then the each fixed adhesion unit 314 may
be adhered to the cleaning object.
[0083] The second main body 320 includes a travelling
unit 330 (may be referred to movement unit) by which
the cleaner 30 can be moved along the cleaning object.
The travelling unit 330 may be moved while the vacuum
cleaner is attached to the cleaning object.
[0084] In detail, the travelling unit 330 includes a first
travelling unit and a second travelling unit. The fist trav-
elling unit includes a first adhesion unit 331 and a second
adhesion unit 332. The first adhesion unit 331 and the
second adhesion unit 332 are communicated with a sec-
ond suction motor 352.
[0085] The second travelling unit includes a third ad-
hesion unit 333 and a fourth adhesion unit 334. The third
adhesion unit 333 and the fourth adhesion unit 334 are
communicated with a third suction motor 353. Accord-
ingly, the negative pressure may be separately applied
to the first travelling unit and the second travelling unit
respectively.
[0086] Each of the adhesion units 331, 332, 333, 334
and the second main body 320 may be relative-operated
by a slot 321 formed in the second main body 320. Of
course, each of the adhesion units 331, 332, 333, 334
can be moved (as an example, rotated) along with the
second main body 320.
[0087] The first adhesion unit 331 and the second ad-
hesion unit 332 are connected to each other through a
connection unit 335. In addition, the connection unit 335
is formed with a rack gear 336. The rack gear 336 en-
gages with a pinion gear 338 coupled to the second driv-
ing motor 355.
[0088] The third adhesion unit 333 and the fourth ad-
hesion unit 334 can be similarly connected to each other
through the connection unit and connected to a third driv-
ing motor 356 through the rack gear and the pinion gear.
[0089] Accordingly, when the second driving motor
355 is operated in a state where the first adhesion unit
331 and the second adhesion unit 332 are adhered to
the cleaning object, the first main body 310 and the sec-
ond main body 320 are moved, except for the first adhe-
sion unit 331 and the second adhesion unit 332. That is,

when the second driving motor 355 is operated in a state
where the first adhesion unit 331 and the second adhe-
sion unit 332 are shown FIG. 8, the first main body 310
and the second main body 320 are upwardly moved on
the basis of FIG. 8.
[0090] In order to continuously move the vacuum
cleaner 30 upwardly, the third adhesion unit 333 and the
fourth adhesion unit 334 should be upwardly moved by
the third driving motor 356 in the state where the first
adhesion unit 331 and the second adhesion unit 332 are
adhered to the cleaning object. Of course, in order to
move the third adhesion unit 333 and the fourth adhesion
unit 334 upwardly, the third suction motor 353 should be
not operated.
[0091] Accordingly, the vacuum cleaner can be linearly
moved by the travelling unit 330.
[0092] Meanwhile, the direction changing of the vacu-
um cleaner can be performed by the first driving motor
354 in the state where the first adhesion unit 331 is ad-
hered to the cleaning object.
[0093] The first driving motor 354 is connected to the
second main body 320. Accordingly, when the first driving
motor 354 is operated, the second main body 320 can
be rotated about the first main body 310 in the state where
the first main body 310 is fixed to the cleaning object.
That is, the second main body 320 is rotatably connected
to the first main body 310.
[0094] In addition, when the direction changing of the
vacuum cleaner has been completed, the negative pres-
sure applied to the fixed adhesion unit 314 is removed.
[0095] Meanwhile, in this embodiment, the automatic
vacuum cleaner also includes the cleaning detection unit,
and since the analysis unit and the functions and oper-
ations are identical with those of the first embodiment,
the detail description about those is omitted. However,
in this embodiment, the movement speed of the auto-
matic vacuum cleaner may be varied by adjusting the
operations of the second driving motor 355, the third driv-
ing motor 356, the second suction motor 352 and the
third suction motor 353.
[0096] In addition, each of the suction motors and the
driving motor can be controlled by the control unit 350.
[0097] FIG. 11 is a perspective view illustrating a sec-
ond movement part of an automatic vacuum cleaner ac-
cording to a third embodiment of the present invention.
[0098] In this embodiment, a configuration of the sec-
ond movement part is only different with that of the vac-
uum cleaner of the first embodiment, but the rest parts
are identical with those of the first embodiment. There-
fore, a characterized part of this embodiment will be only
described hereinafter.
[0099] Referring to FIG. 11, in this embodiment, the
second movement part 40 includes a first cleaning mem-
ber 411, a second cleaning member 412, a magnetic
member 420, and wheels 430.
[0100] The first cleaning member 411 may include a
plurality of numbers, and since the location of the clean-
ing member is identical with that of the first embodiment,
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the detailed description is omitted. However, in this em-
bodiment, the first cleaning member 411 is formed in the
shape of a thin plate, unlike the first embodiment, and
not rotated. The first cleaning member 411 is formed as
textile materials to clean the one cleaning surface of the
cleaning object when moving the second movement part.
The material and the location of the second cleaning
member 412 are identical with those described in the first
embodiment. The wheels 430 are intended to facilitate
the movement of the second movement part.
[0101] According to the embodiment, since the struc-
ture for rotating the first cleaning member is unnecessary,
there are advantages that the structure of the second
movement part is simple and the weight is lighter.
[0102] Although preferred embodiments of the present
invention have been illustrated and described, the
present invention is not limited to the above-mentioned
embodiments and various modified embodiments can be
available by those skilled in the art without the scope of
the appended claims of the present invention.
[0103] According to the present invention, since the
plurality of movement unit may be moved in a state at-
tached to the cleaning surface, there is an advantage
that the inclined cleaning surface can be cleaned.
[0104] In addition, when the cleaning object is dis-
posed between the pluralities of movement parts, there
is an advantage that the both sides of the cleaning subject
can be cleaned.
[0105] In addition, since the movement speed of the
vacuum cleaner or the operation speed of the cleaning
member can be varied according to the foreign material
amounts of the cleaning object, there is an advantage
that the cleaning performance can be improved.

Claims

1. An automatic vacuum cleaner, comprising:

a first movement part (10) and a second move-
ment part (20) capable of together moving along
an inclined cleaning surface;
a movement unit (330) provided to at least one
of the first movement part (10) and the second
movement part (20);
a cleaning member provided to at least one of
the first movement part (10) and the second
movement part (20); and
a detection unit (184) which detects states of the
cleaning surface,
characterized in that
movement speeds of the first movement part
(10) and the second movement part (20) are var-
ied according to the states of the cleaning sur-
face, and
the automatic vacuum cleaner further comprises
at least one fixed adhesion unit (314) and a first
suction motor (351) communicating with the

fixed adhesion unit (314).

2. The automatic vacuum cleaner according to Claim
1, wherein the movement unit (330) includes a first
adhesion unit (331), a second adhesion unit (332),
a second suction motor (352) communicating with
the first and second adhesion units (331, 332), a third
adhesion unit (333), a fourth adhesion unit (334) and
a third suction motor (353) communicated with the
third and fourth adhesion unit (333, 334).

3. The automatic vacuum cleaner according to Claim
1, wherein the movement speed is gradationally ad-
justed according to amounts of the foreign materials
of the cleaning surface.

4. The automatic vacuum cleaner according to Claim
3, wherein the movement speed is set slower as the
more foreign materials are existed on the cleaning
surface.

5. The automatic vacuum cleaner according to Claim
3, wherein when determined that the foreign material
amounts of the cleaning surface are more than the
reference amount, the first movement part (10) and
the second movement part (20) are stopped for a
certain period of time at a specific location during the
movement.

6. The automatic vacuum cleaner according to Claim
1, wherein the detection unit (184) is a camera which
photographs the cleaning surface.

7. The automatic vacuum cleaner according to Claim
6, further comprising an analysis unit (185) which
analyzes image of the cleaning surface photo-
graphed by the camera,
wherein the analysis unit (185) divides the photo-
graphed image into a plurality of pixels to determine
whether the foreign materials are existed for each
pixel.

8. The automatic vacuum cleaner according to Claim
1, wherein the detection unit (184) detects the clean-
ing surface and again detects the cleaning surface
in a state moved by a certain distance.

Patentansprüche

1. Automatischer Staubsauger, der aufweist:

einen ersten Bewegungsteil (10) und einen
zweiten Bewegungsteil (20), die fähig sind, sich
zusammen entlang einer geneigten Reini-
gungsoberfläche zu bewegen;
eine Bewegungseinheit (330), die an dem ers-
ten Bewegungsteil (10) und/oder dem zweiten
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Bewegungsteil (20) bereitgestellt ist;
ein Reinigungselement, das an dem ersten Be-
wegungsteil (10) und/oder dem zweiten Bewe-
gungsteil (20) bereitgestellt ist; und
eine Erfassungseinheit (184), die Zustände der
Reinigungsoberfläche erfasst,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
Bewegungsgeschwindigkeiten des ersten Be-
wegungsteils (10) und des zweiten Bewegungs-
teils (20) entsprechend den Zuständen der Rei-
nigungsoberfläche verändert werden, und
der automatische Staubsauger ferner wenigs-
tens eine feste Hafteinheit (314) und einen ers-
ten Saugmotor (351) aufweist, der mit der festen
Hafteinheit (314) in Verbindung steht.

2. Automatischer Staubsauger nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Bewegungseinheit (330) eine erste Haftein-
heit (331), eine zweite Hafteinheit (332), einen zwei-
ten Saugmotor (352), der mit den ersten und zweiten
Hafteinheiten (331, 332) in Verbindung steht, eine
dritte Hafteinheit (333), eine vierte Hafteinheit (334)
und einen dritten Saugmotor (353), der mit den drit-
ten und vierten Hafteinheiten (333, 334) in Verbin-
dung steht, aufweist.

3. Automatischer Staubsauger nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Bewegungsgeschwindigkeit entsprechend
von Mengen der Fremdmaterialien der Reinigungs-
oberfläche allmählich eingestellt wird.

4. Automatischer Staubsauger nach Anspruch 3, wo-
bei die Bewegungsgeschwindigkeit langsamer fest-
gelegt wird, wenn mehr Fremdmaterialien auf der
Reinigungsoberfläche vorhanden sind.

5. Automatischer Staubsauger nach Anspruch 3, wo-
bei, wenn bestimmt wird, dass die Fremdmaterial-
mengen der Reinigungsoberfläche mehr als die Re-
ferenzmenge sind, der erste Bewegungsteil (10) und
der zweite Bewegungsteil (20) während der Bewe-
gung an einer spezifischen Stelle eine gewisse Zeit-
spanne lang gestoppt werden.

6. Automatischer Staubsauger nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Erfassungseinheit (184) eine Kamera ist, die
die Reinigungsoberfläche fotografiert.

7. Automatischer Staubsauger nach Anspruch 6, der
ferner eine Analyseeinheit (185) aufweist, die das
Bild der Reinigungsoberfläche, das von der Kamera
fotografiert wird, analysiert,
wobei die Analyseeinheit (185) das fotografierte Bild
in eine Vielzahl von Bildpunkten unterteilt, um für
jeden Bildpunkt zu bestimmen, ob Fremdmaterialien
vorhanden sind.

8. Automatischer Staubsauger nach Anspruch 1, wo-

bei die Erfassungseinheit (184) die Reinigungsober-
fläche erfasst und die Reinigungsoberfläche in ei-
nem Zustand, in dem er um eine gewisse Strecke
bewegt wurde, erneut erfasst.

Revendications

1. Nettoyeur automatique, comprenant :

une première partie de mouvement (10) et une
seconde partie de mouvement (20) aptes à se
déplacer ensemble le long d’une surface de net-
toyage inclinée ;
une unité de mouvement (330) fournie à au
moins une de la première partie de mouvement
(10) et la seconde partie de mouvement (20) ;
un élément de nettoyage fourni à au moins une
de la première partie de mouvement (10) et la
seconde partie de mouvement (20) ; et
une unité de détection (184) qui détecte des
états de la surface de nettoyage,
caractérisé en ce que
des vitesses de mouvement de la première par-
tie de mouvement (10) et la seconde partie de
mouvement (20) sont variées selon les états de
la surface de nettoyage, et
le nettoyeur automatique comprend en outre au
moins une unité d’adhérence fixe (314) et un
premier moteur d’aspiration (351) communi-
quant avec l’unité d’adhérence fixe (314).

2. Nettoyeur automatique selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’unité de mouvement (330) inclut une
première unité d’adhérence (331), une deuxième
unité d’adhérence (332), un deuxième moteur d’as-
piration (352) communiquant avec les première et
deuxième unités d’adhérence (331, 332), une troi-
sième unité d’adhérence (333), une quatrième unité
d’adhérence (334) et un troisième moteur d’aspira-
tion (353) en communication avec les troisième et
quatrième unités d’adhérence (333, 334).

3. Nettoyeur automatique selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la vitesse de mouvement est progressi-
vement ajustée selon des quantités de matériaux
étrangers de la surface de nettoyage.

4. Nettoyeur automatique selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel la vitesse de mouvement est définie plus
lente lorsque plus de matériaux étrangers existent
sur la surface de nettoyage.

5. Nettoyeur automatique selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel lorsqu’il est déterminé que les quantités
de matériaux étrangers de la surface de nettoyage
sont supérieures à la quantité de référence, la pre-
mière partie de mouvement (10) et la seconde partie
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de mouvement (20) sont arrêtées pendant une cer-
taine période de temps à un emplacement spécifique
pendant le mouvement.

6. Nettoyeur automatique selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’unité de détection (184) est une caméra
qui photographie la surface de nettoyage.

7. Nettoyeur automatique selon la revendication 6,
comprenant en outre une unité d’analyse (185) qui
analyse l’image de la surface de nettoyage photo-
graphiée par la caméra,
dans lequel l’unité d’analyse (185) divise l’image
photographiée en une pluralité de pixels pour déter-
miner si les matériaux étrangers existent pour cha-
que pixel.

8. Nettoyeur automatique selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’unité de détection (184) détecte la sur-
face de nettoyage et détecte à nouveau la surface
de nettoyage dans un état déplacé d’une certaine
distance.
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