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(54) Spectrometer

(57) The present invention concerns a spectrometer
comprising means for producing a parallel beam from a
light source whose spectrum is to be measured and di-
recting it to an orientable grating (10) which produces a
diffracted beam, means for focusing said diffracted
beam to a detector (18) which measures the power of a
selected line of the spectrum (1), said means comprising
a reflector (12), and means for measuring the wave-
length of the selected line.

The means for measuring the wavelength comprise

a reference light source producing a reference spectrum
(3), comparison means for comparing the wavelength
of the measured reference spectrum (1) with the stored
reference spectrum (3), means for rotating the grating
(10) providing a coarse positioning of the diffracted
beam relatively to the detector (18) and measuring the
grating position, and means for rotating the reflector (12)
providing a fine positioning of the diffracted beam rela-
tively to the detector (18) and measuring the reflector
(12) position.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a spectrometer.
[0002] Usually, a spectrometer consists of an orientable grating that receives a parallel beam from a light source
whose spectrum is to be measured.
[0003] Focusing means select part 1 or selected lines 2 of the diffracted beam and direct them to a detector (Figure
1). This detector measures the power of the selected spectrum 1 and means are needed for measuring the wavelength
of the selected lines 2. It is usual that a grating rotating system provides the wavelength measure.
[0004] Typically, the grating rotating system uses a stepper motor to drive the grating. A predefined number of steps
is fed to the motor to move the grating so that a wavelength is selected. The mechanism that moves the grating should
show no backlash and no slipping. A very high precision mechanism is therefore required that is expensive to be
assembled as well as to be adjusted.
[0005] A worm-wheel gear can also be used, however this still remains costly.
[0006] The object of the invention is to provide a wavelength measuring device within a spectrometer that will give
a very high accuracy on the measure, being simple and providing a fast move of the grating.
[0007] Hence, the spectrometer according to the invention comprises means for producing a parallel beam from a
light source whose spectrum is to be measured and directing it to an orientable grating which produces a diffracted
beam, means for focusing said diffracted beam on a detector which measures the power of a selected line of the
spectrum, said means comprising a reflector, means for measuring the wavelength of said selected line and a treatment
unit.
[0008] In such a device, according to the invention, the means for measuring the wavelength comprise a reference
light source producing a reference spectrum that is stored in the treatment unit, comparison means for comparing the
wavelength of the selected line of the reference spectrum with the stored reference spectrum, means for rotating the
grating providing a coarse positioning of the diffracted beam relatively to the detector and measuring the grating posi-
tion, and means for rotating the reflector providing a fine positioning of the diffracted beam relatively to the detector
and measuring the reflector position.
[0009] The exact spectral positions will be obtained using the reference source and the fine positioning mechanism.
[0010] In different embodiments, this spectrometer presents the following features :

- the means for rotating the grating is a stepper motor,
- the means for rotating the reflector is a piezo-ceramic stack,
- the means for rotating the reflector is a differential screw,
- the detector is a solid state-detector.

[0011] The invention also concerns a process for tuning a spectrometer intended for measuring a light source in a
selected spectral range, said spectrometer comprising a detector array and a treatment unit.
[0012] According to the invention,

- a reference light source is used, said reference light source having a reference spectrum stored in the treatment
unit and obtained by diffraction of it on said detector array so as to acquire the wavelength position on the detector
array,
- the reference light source is measured in the selected spectral range,
- a mutual pattern to the stored and measured spectra of the reference light source is searched for in said selected
spectral range via a cross-correlation procedure, a pattern matching value D being issued,
- a spectral shift value between said mutual pattern of each spectrum is calculated,
- said shift value is used for fine positioning of the measured reference spectrum on the detector until the cross-
correlation procedure gives the highest value D.

[0013] In different preferred embodiments, this process presents the following features:

- the measure of the reference spectrum in the selected spectral range is done by coarse positioning of the measured
spectrum relatively to the detector,

- coarse positioning is provided by a stepper motor acting on a grating orientation,
- fine positioning is obtained by a piezo-ceramic stack acting on a reflector,
- fine positioning is obtained by a differential screw acting on a reflector.

[0014] The invention further concerns a process for measuring a light source in a selected spectral range with a
spectrometer comprising a detector array.
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According to the invention,

- a reference light source is used,
- the spectrometer is first tuned in the selected spectral range using the process for tuning a spectrometer, object
of claims 6 to 10,
- the light source to be measured is substituted to the reference light source,
- the light source is measured in the said selected spectral range.

[0015] The invention will be further described in relation to the drawings in which :

- figure 1 is a representation of the measured spectrum of the reference light source relatively to the stored reference
spectrum,

- figure 2 is a schematic representation of the device of the invention,
- figure 3 is a representation of a differential screw.

[0016] The device of the invention aims to measure the spectrum of a light source in a selected spectral range.
[0017] The spectrometer comprises a diffraction grating 10 which can be rotated around an axis 11 by a stepper
motor. It further comprises a mirror 12 which can be rotated around an axis 13 by displacement means 14 placed
between a fixed plot 15 and an arm 16 to which the mirror 12 is connected (Figure 2).
[0018] Displacement means 14 can have different embodiments, as long as they provide an accurate control on the
mirror 12 orientation.
[0019] First embodiment of this displacement means is 14 a stack of piezo-ceramics.
[0020] Second embodiment is a differential screw.
[0021] Focusing means 17 focus a selected line of the diffracted beam on a detector 18.
[0022] This line that is selected in the diffracted beam depends both on the orientation of the grating 10 and on the
orientation of the mirror 12. The stepper motor acting on the grating 10 provides a coarse positioning of the light source
spectrum on said detector 18.
[0023] Depending on the quality of the coarse positioning means, the position of the selected line 2 may be shifted
on the detector 18. Therefore, before measuring said spectrum, the spectrometer is first used with a reference light
source whose spectrum 3 is known. This reference light source has a unique spectrum 3 that is stored. Said spectrum
3 is scanned by the rotating diffraction grating 10 and the orientation of the grating 10 for each of the wavelength array
is stored.
[0024] The reference light source is chosen such that the reference spectrum being measured 1 contains at least
one line 2, 4-6 of the stored reference spectrum 3 in the selected spectral range. The intensities of these lines 2, 4-6
may be slightly different but their respective positions are the same.
[0025] Depending on the quality of the coarse positioning means, the position of a line 4 of the reference spectrum
in the selected spectral range, mutual to the reference 1 and stored 3 spectra, may be shifted with respect to the
corresponding line 5 in the stored spectrum 3.
[0026] A comparison between both spectra 1, 3 is hence done through a cross-correlation procedure with the purpose
to cancel the spectral shift (offset) observed between the stored spectrum 3 of the reference light source and its meas-
ured reference spectrum 1.
[0027] This procedure compares patterns of both spectra 1, 3 and gives a maximum value when two patterns 4, 5
are in match. This match is obtained by comparing and shifting the recorded spectrum of either source with respect to
the other until the cross-correlation procedure gives a maximum value D.
[0028] The shift in spectral position of the mutual pattern between both spectra, calculated using this procedure, is
corrected by fine positioning using the displacement means 14. The fine positioning is achieved when the measured
reference line is focused on the column position of the detector 18 which is calculated from the stored spectrum 3 of
the reference light source.
[0029] Each step of the continuous positioning of the measured spectrum brings a new cross-correlation value d.
The procedure of fine positioning finishes when said value d reaches the maximum value D. The fine positioning is
done by the displacement means in close-loop control.
[0030] Fine positioning can be obtained by the orientation of the mirror 12 using the displacement means.
[0031] Coarse positioning using the stepper motor can be made at a high speed and the fine positioning by the
displacement means 14 will provide the accuracy that is needed.
[0032] Once the spectrometer has been tuned using the process described above, the light source to be measured
is substituted to the reference light source and the light source is measured in the said selected spectral range.
[0033] Best results have been obtained using an Hg-Ne reference light source which emits hundreds of lines over
the measurement range from 185 to 800 nm.
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[0034] The stacked piezo-ceramic device which can be used for rotating the mirror 12 has a length that can be
controlled by applying a voltage.
[0035] Stacked piezo-ceramic devices generating 10 micrometers length variation when applying hundred volts are
available and can provide resolution of 1000.
[0036] In order to prevent creeping, it is useful to use a feedback control signal by sensing the length and the position
of the stacked extremity.
[0037] When using a differential screw 20, this can be commanded by a stepper motor 21.
[0038] The differential screw 20 is a screw or knob 22 on which there are two different thread pitches. In Figure 3,
the knob is connected to the motor and can rotate. The cylinder 23 was mechanically fixed. On the shaft of the knob
22, two different pitches of the thread were engraved, for example one has 0.5 mm pitch, and the other has 0.45 mm
pitch both having the same direction. When the shaft rotates or turns, the head 24 moves relatively to the cylinder 23
the difference of the pitch. So in our example, the movement is 0.05 mm for each rotation of the shaft. When the motor
is a stepper motor 21 and 2000 steps correspond to 0.5 mm, a step corresponds to a 0.025 micron movement of the
head 24.
[0039] As stepper motor device, the combination of 5 phase motors with microstep drive can be used having a
resolution of 100,000 pulses per rotation.
[0040] In a particular embodiment of the device, the following values of parameters have been used :

[0041] This spectrometer provides accurate measures, it is reliable and its cost is kept very low.

Claims

1. Spectrometer comprising :

means for producing a parallel beam from a light source whose spectrum is to be measured and directing it
to an orientable grating (10) which produces a diffracted beam,
means for focusing said diffracted beam on a detector (18) which measures the power of a selected line of
the spectrum, said means comprising a reflector (12),
means for measuring the wavelength of the selected line,
a treatment unit,

wherein :

the means for measuring the wavelength comprise a reference light source producing a reference spectrum
(3) that is stored in the treatment unit,
comparison means for comparing the wavelength of the selected line (4) of the reference spectrum (1) with
the stored reference spectrum (3),
means for rotating the grating providing a coarse positioning of the diffracted beam relatively to the detector
(18) and measuring the grating (10) position,
means for rotating the reflector providing a fine positioning of the diffracted beam relatively to the detector (18)
and measuring the reflector position.

2. Spectrometer according to claim 1, wherein the means for rotating the grating (10) is a stepper motor.

3. Spectrometer according to claims 1 or 2, wherein the means for rotating the reflector (12) is a piezo-ceramic stack.

4. Spectrometer according to claims 1 or 2, wherein the means for rotating the reflector (12) is a differential screw.

Focal length of the 2nd concave f2 = 500 mm
Optical path from the 2nd plane mirror to the focus dt = 900 mm
Resolution of the stepper motor P = 25,000 pulses per rotation
Image shift on the focal plane by the motor rotation Sp = f2 sin[(360°/P)/2] = 62.8 µm/pulse
Distance between the action point of PZT and the mirror tilt axis Lt = 100 mm
Needed length change of PZT to cover the image shift by the grating
rotation

Ip = 1/2 x Lt (Sp / dt) = 3.49 µm
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5. Spectrometer according to any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the detector (18) is a solid state-detector.

6. Process for tuning a spectrometer intended for measuring a light source in a selected spectral range, said spec-
trometer comprising a detector (18) array and a treatment unit wherein :

- a reference light source is used, said reference light source having a reference spectrum (3) stored in the
treatment unit and obtained by diffraction of it on said detector (18) array so as to acquire the wavelength
position on the detector (18) array,

- the reference light source is measured in the selected spectral range,
- a mutual pattern to the stored (3) and measured (1) spectra of the reference light source is searched for in

said selected spectral range via a cross-correlation procedure, a pattern matching value D being issued,
- a spectral shift value between said mutual pattern of each spectrum is calculated,
- said shift value is used for fine positioning of the measured reference spectrum (1) on the detector (18) until

the cross-correlation procedure gives the highest value D.

7. Process according to claim 6, wherein said measure of the reference spectrum (1) in the selected spectral range
is done by coarse positioning of the measured spectrum (1) relatively to the detector (18).

8. Process according to claim 7, wherein coarse positioning is provided by a stepper motor acting on a grating (10)
orientation.

9. Process according to any of claims 6 to 8, wherein said fine positioning is obtained by a piezo-ceramic stack acting
on a reflector (12).

10. Process according to any claims 6 or 8, wherein said fine positioning is obtained by a differential screw acting on
a reflector (12).

11. Process for measuring a light source in a selected spectral range with a spectrometer comprising a detector (18)
array wherein:

- a reference light source is used,
- the spectrometer is first tuned in the selected spectral range using the process for tuning a spectrometer

according to any one of claims 6 to 10,
- the light source to be measured is substituted to the reference light source,
- the light source is measured in the said selected spectral range.
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