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(54) Patient support apparatus with storable egress handles

(57) A patient support apparatus includes a base, a
frame coupled to the base, and a deck supported by the
frame and capable of moving relative to the frame. The
patient support apparatus further includes an egress unit

coupled to the deck to move between an egress position
and a storage position relative to the barrier. The egress
unit may include electronic controls to limit movement of
various portions of the egress unit.
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Description

[0001] The present disclosure is related to a support
apparatus for supporting a patient. More particularly, the
present disclosure relates to a bed that can be manipu-
lated to achieve both a conventional bed position having
a horizontal support surface and a chair position having
the feet of the patient on or adjacent to the floor and the
head and back of the patient supported above a seat
formed by the bed.
[0002] It is known to provide beds that have a head
siderail assembly coupled to a head portion of the support
surface and a foot siderail assembly coupled to a seat
portion of the support surface. The siderail assemblies
may be movable independently of one another between
a raised position and a lowered position. The siderail as-
semblies may be used in the raised position to retain
patients resting on the support surface and in the towered
position to transfer patients from the bed to another sup-
port apparatus, allow a caregiver improved access to the
patient, or to help with entering and exiting the bed.
[0003] It is also known that patients egress from a of
the bed. Before the patient is able to egress, the patient
must rotate the patient’s body on the support surface to
face toward the side, swing the patient’s legs over the
side of the bed, and remain sitting in an upright position
without support from the support surface to the patient’s
back. Such coordinated movement to egress from the
side of the bed may be difficult for some patients. As a
result, egress from the chair position of the bed may be
more suitable to some patients. With the bed in the chair
position, the patient begins with the patient’s feet resting
on the floor, the patient sitting in the upright position, and
the patient’s back being supported by the support sur-
face. To egress from the bed, the patient supports a por-
tion of the patient’s weight on the support surface on each
side of the patient or on a caregiver standing next to the
bed. The patient then leans forward and transfers the
remaining weight to the patient’s feet.
[0004] The present application discloses one or more
of the following features alone or in any combination.
[0005] According to one aspect of the present disclo-
sure, a patient support apparatus includes a base, a
frame, a deck and an egress unit. The frame is coupled
to the base and is movable relative to the base. The deck
is supported by the frame and movable relative to the
frame between a horizontal position and an articulated
position. The deck includes at least a head section, a foot
section, and a seat section. The foot section is spaced-
apart from the head section. The seat section lies be-
tween the head section and the foot section. The foot
section is pivotable about a first lateral pivot axis relative
to the frame. The egress unit is coupled to the seat section
of the deck and is movable between an egress position
and a storage position. When the egress unit is in the
egress position and the deck is in the articulated position,
the egress unit extends in an upward direction away from
the deck to support a portion of the patient’s weight so

that a patient can egress from the patient support appa-
ratus. When the egress unit is in the storage position, the
egress unit is arranged to lie in confronting relation with
the deck.
[0006] In some embodiments, the egress unit indudes
a handle and a slide assembly. The slide assembly may
be arranged to lie between and to interconnect the handle
to the seat section of the deck. The slide assembly may
be movable between a retracted position and an extend-
ed position. When the slide assembly is in the retracted
position, the handle may be positioned adjacent to a foot
edge of the seat section. When the slide assembly is in
the extended position, handle may have moved away
from the seat section in a longitudinal direction to lie in
spaced-apart relation to the foot edge of the seat section.
[0007] The handle may be coupled to the slide assem-
bly to rotate about an axis between a first position and a
second position. When the handle is in the first position,
the handle may extend in a downward direction away
from a bottom surface of the seat section. When the han-
dle is in the second position, the handle may extend away
from a top surface of the seat section in an upward di-
rection.
[0008] The slide assembly may include a slide tube
and a slide-tube receiver. The slide tube may be coupled
to the handle to move therewith. The slide-tube receiver
may be coupled to the seat section to move therewith.
The slide-tube receiver may be configured to support the
slide tube therein for back-and-forth movement of the
slide tube generally parallel to a longitudinal axis of the
bed along the axis.
[0009] In some embodiments, the handle may be mov-
able about an axis between a first position and a second
position. When the handle is in the first position, the han-
dle may extend in a direction that is generally perpendic-
ular to a longitudinal axis of the patient support apparatus.
When the handle is in the second position, the handle
may extend away from a top surface of the seat section
in an upward direction.
[0010] The slide-tube receiver may be coupled to a top
surface of the seat section. The handle may lie in a plane
generally parallel to the top surface of the seat section
when the slide assembly is in the retracted position and
the handle is in the first position.
[0011] The slide-tube receiver may be coupled to a
bottom surface of the seat section. The bottom surface
of the seat section may be spaced-apart from the top
surface and may be arranged to face in the downward
direction.
[0012] The seat section may be formed to include a
recess that opens in a downward direction away from the
top surface. The egress unit may be arranged to lie in
the recess and lie below the top surface when the slide
assembly is in the retracted position and the handle is in
the first position.
[0013] In some embodiments, the handle includes a
grip, a mount, and a handle joint. The grip may be adapted
to be grasped by a patient during egress from the patient
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support apparatus. The mount may be coupled on a first
end to the grip. The handle joint may be arranged to in-
terconnect an opposite second end of the mount to the
slide assembly to cause the mount and the grip to move
about an axis between a first position and a second po-
sition. When the grip and the mount are in the first posi-
tion, the mount may be generally aligned with the slide
assembly. When the grip and mount are in the second
position, the mount may extend in an upward direction
away from the slide assembly and may be about perpen-
dicular to the slide assembly. The axis may be generally
parallel to the first lateral pivot axis.
[0014] The handle joint may define the axis. The han-
dle joint may be between the foot edge and an opposite
head edge of the seat section when the slide assembly
is in the retracted position. The handle joint may move
away from the foot edge and the head edge to lie spaced-
apart from the foot edge when the slide assembly is in
the extended position.
[0015] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a patient support apparatus includes a frame, a
deck, a siderail, a slide assembly, and a handle. The
frame may be coupled to the base and may be movable
relative to the base. The deck is supported by the frame
and is movable relative to the frame between a horizontal
position and an articulated position. The deck includes
at least a head section, a foot section spaced-apart from
the head section, and a seat section positioned between
the head and foot sections. The seat section includes a
foot edge, an oppositely spaced-apart head edge, a first
longitudinal edge arranged to extend between the foot
and the head edges, and an opposite second longitudinal
edge arranged in spaced-apart generally parallel relation
to the first longitudinal edge. The foot section is pivotable
about a first lateral pivot axis relative to the frame. The
siderail is coupled the frame between the head edge and
the foot edge of the seat section and is arranged to extend
along one of the first and second longitudinal edges of
the seat section. The slide assembly includes a slide-
tube receiver that is coupled to the seat section in a fixed
position and a slide tube that is coupled to the slide-tube
receiver to translate along an axis relative to the slide-
tube receiver. The slide assembly is in a retracted posi-
tion when the slide tube lies between the foot and the
head ends of the seat section. The slide assembly is in
an extended position when the slide tube has translated
along the axis away from the foot and the head edges of
the seat section toward a foot end of the patient support
apparatus. The handle is coupled to the slide tube to
move therewith about the axis. The handle is movable
relative to the slide-slide tube receiver about a pivot axis
when the slide-tube receiver is in the extended position.
The handle moves from a first position to a second po-
sition. The handle when in the first position extends gen-
erally perpendicularly away from the axis to define an
angle measured in a second direction between a hori-
zontal plane that is generally coplanar with the axis and
the handle and the angle is between about 0 degrees

and about 180 degrees. The handle when in the second
position extends in an upward direction away from the
axis.
[0016] In some embodiments, the slide-tube receiver
is coupled to a top surface of the section. The handle
may extend away from a longitudinal axis of the patient
support apparatus toward the siderail when the handle
is in the first position.
[0017] In some embodiments, the handle may be cou-
pled to the longitudinal edge of the section and may ex-
tend away from the longitudinal edge toward the siderail.
The handle may lie between the longitudinal edge and
the siderail.
[0018] In some embodiments, the slide-tube receiver
is coupled to a bottom surface of the seat section.
[0019] In some embodiments, the top surface of the
seat section is formed to include a recess. The recess
may be configured to receive the handle therein when
the slide assembly is in the retracted position and the
handle is in the first position.
[0020] The handle may include a grip, a mount, and a
handle joint. The grip may be adapted to be grasped by
a patient during egress from the patient support appara-
tus. The mount may be coupled on a first end to the grip.
The handle joint may interconnect an opposite second
end of the mount to the slide assembly to cause the mount
and the grip to move about the pivot axis between a first
position and a second position. The mount when in the
first position may be generally aligned with the slide as-
sembly. The mount when in the second position may ex-
tend in an upward direction away from the slide tube and
may be about perpendicular to the tube.
[0021] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a patient support apparatus includes a base, a
frame, a deck, a slide assembly, and a handle. The frame
is coupled to the base and is movable relative to the base.
The deck is supported by the frame and is movable rel-
ative to the frame between a horizontal position and a
chair-egress position. The deck includes a head section,
a foot section spaced-apart from the head section, and
a seat section positioned between the head and foot sec-
tions. The seat section includes a foot edge, an opposite
head edge, and a longitudinal edge extending between
the head and foot edges. The head section is arranged
to pivot upwardly about a first lateral pivot axis relative
to the seat section. The foot section is arranged to pivot
upwardly about a second lateral pivot axis downwardly
relative to seat section when the deck is in the chair-
egress position. The slide assembly includes a slide-tube
receiver and a slide tube. The slide-tube receiver is cou-
pled to the longitudinal edge of the seat section in a fixed
position and is arranged to extend away from the seat
section in a lateral direction. The slide tube is coupled to
the slide-tube receiver to translate along an axis relative
to the slide-tube receiver. The slide assembly is in a re-
tracted position when the slide tube lies between the foot
and the head ends of the seat section. The slide assembly
is in an extended position when the slide tube has trans-
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lated along the axis away from the foot and the head
edges of the seat section toward a foot end of the patient
support apparatus. The handle is coupled to the slide
tube to translate back and forth with the slide tube about
the axis. The handle is movable relative to the slide tube
about a third lateral pivot axis when the slide assembly
is in the extended position from a first position to the
second position. The handle, when in the first position,
is generally aligned with the slide tube. The handle, when
in the second position, extends in an upward direction
away from the slide tube. The third lateral pivot axis is
generally parallel to the first and second lateral pivot ax-
es.
[0022] The invention will now be further described by
way of example with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:
[0023] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a patient support
apparatus in a generally flat configuration with a pair of
egress units in a storage position; of Fig. 1
[0024] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the patient sup-
port apparatus of Fig. 1 moved to a chair-egress position
with the pair of egress handles in an egress position;
[0025] Fig. 3 is an enlarged partial perspective view of
the patient support apparatus in the position of Fig. 2 with
the mattress pulled back by a caregiver to provide better
access to a patient-left egress unit in a storage position;
[0026] Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 with a portion
of the egress unit in an extended position;
[0027] Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4 with the egress
unit in the egress position;
[0028] Fig. 6 is an enlarged partial perspective view of
another embodiment of an egress unit in a storage posi-
tion;
[0029] Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 6 with the egress
unit in an egress position;
[0030] Fig. 8 is an enlarged partial perspective view of
another embodiment of an egress unit in a storage posi-
tion;
[0031] Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 10 with the egress
unit in an egress position;
[0032] Fig. 10 is an enlarged partial perspective view
of another embodiment of an egress unit in a storage
position;
[0033] Fig. 11 is a view similar to Fig. 10 with the egress
unit in an egress position;
[0034] Fig. 12 is an enlarged partial perspective view
of another embodiment of an egress unit with a patient-
left egress unit in a storage position and a portion of a
patient-right egress unit in an extended position;
[0035] Fig. 13 is a view similar to Fig. 12 with both
egress units in an egress position;
[0036] Fig. 14 is a sectional view taken along line 14-14
of Fig. 13 showing a slide lock in a locked position;
[0037] Fig. 15 is a view similar to Fig. 14 with the slide
lock in the freed position;
[0038] Fig. 16 is a sectional view taken along line 16-16
of Fig. 13 showing a handle lock in a locked position; and
[0039] Fig. 17 is a view similar to Fig. 16 with the handle

lock in a freed position.
[0040] A patient support apparatus, such as a hospital
bed 10 is shown, for example, in Figs. 1 and 2. The hos-
pital bed 10 is movable between a bed position, as shown
in Fig. 1, and a chair-egress position as shown in Fig. 2.
The hospital bed 10, when in the bed position, provides
support to a patient (not shown) such that the patient’s
feet are supported spaced-apart from the ground 99. The
hospital bed 10, when in the chair-egress position, pro-
vides support to a patient such that the patient sits upright
and the patient’s feet are positioned on the ground 99.
The chair-egress position is also used by patients and
caregivers to help patients egress or exit the hospital bed
10. As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, a pair of egress units 14R,
14L are included in the hospital bed 10. Each of the
egress units 14R, 14L includes a slide assembly 16 that
is movable between a retracted position shown in Fig. 3
and an extended position shown in Figs. 1, 2, 4, and 5
and an egress handle 18 that is movable between a first
position shown in Fig. 3 and a second position shown in
Figs. 1, 2, 4, and 5. When the egress handle 18 is in the
second position and the slide assembly 16 is in the ex-
tended position, a patient may support a portion of his or
her weight on the egress units 14R, 14L during egress
from the hospital bed 10.
[0041] The hospital bed 10 further includes a frame 20
and a mattress 22 that is supported by the frame 20 as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The hospital bed 10 has a head
end 24 and a foot end 26. The frame 20 incudes a base
28 and an upper frame 30 coupled to the base 28 by an
elevation system 32. The elevation system 32 is operable
to raise, lower, and tilt the upper frame 30 relative to the
base 28. The hospital bed 10 further includes a foot panel
34 positioned adjacent the foot end 26 and a head panel
35 positioned adjacent the head end 24. The foot panel
34 is removably and is removed prior to moving the hos-
pital bed 10 into the chair-egress position shown in Fig. 2.
[0042] The mattress 22 of the hospital bed 10 includes
a top surface 63, a bottom surface (not shown), and a
perimeter surface 65 as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The
upper frame 30 of the frame 20 supports a deck 36 with
the mattress 22 supported on the deck 36. The deck 36,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, includes a head section 38, a
seat section 40, and a foot section 42. The head section
38 pivotably raises and lowers about a first lateral pivot
axis 44 relative to the seat section 40. Additionally, the
seat section 40 pivotably raises and lowers relative to
the upper frame 30. Also, the foot section 42 is extend-
able and retractable to change an overall length of the
foot section 42, and therefore, to change an overall length
of the deck 36.
[0043] In some embodiments, the section 40 also
moves, such as by translating on the upper frame 30, as
the hospital bed 10 moves the bed position and the chair-
egress position. In those embodiments where the seat
section 40 translates along the upper frame 30, the foot
section 42 also translates along with the seat section 40.
As the hospital bed 10 moves from the bed position to
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the chair-egress position, the foot section 42 lowers
about a second lateral pivot axis 46 relative to the seat
section 40 and shortens in length. As the hospital bed 10
moves from the chair-egress position to the bed position,
the foot section 42 raises relative to the seat section 40
and increases in length. Thus, in the chair-egress posi-
tion, the head section 38 extends generally vertically up-
wardly from the upper frame 30 and the foot section 42
extends generally downwardly from the upper frame 30
as shown in Fig. 2.
[0044] The seat section 40 includes a foot edge 48, an
opposite head edge 50, a first longitudinal edge 52, a
second longitudinal edge 54, a top surface 60, and an
opposite bottom surface 61. The foot edge 48 is spaced-
apart from and opposite the head edge 50. The first lon-
gitudinal edge 52 is spaced-apart from and opposite the
second longitudinal edge 54. The first and second longi-
tudinal edges 52, 54 extend between the head and the
foot edges 48, 50. Together, all the edges 48, 50, 52, 54
cooperate together to define a perimeter of the seat sec-
tion 40. The top surface 60 is arranged to face in an up-
ward direction and extend between the four edges 48,
50, 52, 54 of the seat section 40. The bottom surface 61
is spaced-apart below the top surface 60, is arranged to
face in an opposite downward direction, and extends be-
tween the four edges 48, 50, 52, and 54 as shown in Fig.
2. The first lateral pivot axis 44 is parallel to and between
the head edge 50 and the head section 38. The second
lateral pivot axis 46 is parallel to the first lateral pivot axis
44 and to the foot edge 48 and is between the foot edge
48 and the foot section 42 as shown in Fig. 1.
[0045] The hospital bed 10 also includes four siderail
assemblies coupled to the upper frame 30: a patient-right
head siderail assembly 56, the patient-right foot siderail
assembly 57, a patient-left head siderail assembly 58,
and a patient-left foot siderail assembly 59. Each of the
siderail assemblies 56, 57, 58, and 59 is movable be-
tween a raised position, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and
a lowered position. Siderail assemblies 56, 57, 58, and
59 are sometimes to as siderails 56, 57, 58, and 59 here-
in. As shown in Fig. 2, the patient-left foot siderail 59 is
spaced-apart from and arranged to extend along the sec-
ond longitudinal edge 54.
[0046] The left foot siderail 59 is similar to the other
siderails 56, 57, and 58, and thus, the following discus-
sion of the left foot siderail 59 is equally applicable to
other siderails 56, 57, and 58. The siderail 59 includes a
barrier panel 64 and a linkage 66 that includes a support
assembly 68 and a guide assembly 70. The guide as-
sembly 70 is coupled to the upper frame 30 in a fixed
position and is configured to guide the support assembly
68 and the barrier panel 64 during movement of the foot
siderail 59 between the raised and the lowered positions.
The support assembly 68 interconnects the barrier panel
64 and the guide assembly 70 to cause the barrier panel
64 to remain in a substantial vertical orientation during
movement between the raised and the lowered positions.
[0047] The barrier panel 64 includes an outward side

72 and an oppositely facing inward side 74. As shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, the inward side 74 faces toward the mat-
tress 22 and the outward side 72 faces away from the
mattress 22. A first user interface 76 is coupled to the
outward side 72 of the barrier panel 64 for use by a car-
egiver (not shown). As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, a second
user interface 78 is coupled to the inward side 74 for use
by a patient (not shown). Both the first and second user
interfaces 76, 78 are coupled electrically to a bed con-
troller 80 included in the hospital bed 10. The user inter-
faces 76, 78 allow caregivers and patients to control
movement of the elevation system 32 as well as other
features of the hospital bed 10.
[0048] As discussed previously, the hospital bed 10
also includes the patient-right egress unit 14R and the
patient-left egress unit 14L. The patient-left egress unit
14L is similar to the patient-right egress unit 14R, and
thus, the following discussion of the patient-left egress
unit 14L is equally applicable to the patient-right egress
unit 14R. Also, the patient-left egress unit 14L may also
be called the egress unit 14 herein. The egress unit 14
includes a slide assembly 16 and an egress handle 18.
The slide assembly 16 is movable between the retracted
position shown in Figs. 1 and 3 and the extended position
shown in Figs. 2, 4, and 5. The slide assembly 16 includes
a slide tube 82 and a slide-tube receiver 84 as shown in
Figs. 3-5. The slide-tube receiver 84 is coupled to the
second longitudinal side 54 of the seat section 40 to move
therewith. The slide tube 82 interconnects the egress
handle 18 and the slide assembly 16 to cause the slide
tube 82 and the egress handle 18 to move back and forth
relative to the slide-tube receiver 84 to establish either
the extended position or the retracted position of the slide
assembly 16.
[0049] The slide assembly 16 is in the retracted posi-
tion when the slide tube 82 lies between the foot and the
head edges 48, 50 and the egress handle 18 is in con-
fronting relation with the foot edge 48 of the seat section
40 as shown in Fig. 3. The slide assembly 16 moves from
the retracted position and assumes the extended position
as a result of the slide tube 82 moving along an axis 86
away from the slide-tube receiver 84 toward the foot end
26 of the hospital bed 10 a distance 51 measured be-
tween the foot edge 48 of the seat section 40 and the
handle 18 as shown in Fig. 2. The axis 86 lies spaced-
apart from and parallel to a longitudinal axis 132 of the
hospital bed 10. The axis 86 also extends along the sec-
ond longitudinal edge 54 of the seat section 40. The slide
tube 82 defines the axis 86.
[0050] The egress handle 18, as shown in Figs. 1-5,
includes a grip 88 and a mount 90. The mount 90 is cou-
pled to the slide tube 82 to move therewith back and forth
along the axis 86 relative to the slide-tube receiver 84.
The grip 88 is coupled to the mount 90 to move therewith
and is configured to grasped by a patient during egress
from the hospital bed 10. The handle 18 is movable be-
tween a first position shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 4 and a
second position shown in Figs. 2 and 5. When the handle
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18 is in the first position, the mount 90 of the handle 18
extends away from the slide tube 82 at about a right angle
to the axis 86 in a downward direction. As shown in Fig.
3, the handle 18 extends away from the bottom surface
61 of the seat section 40 towards the ground 99. The
handle 18 moves from the first position to the second
position by rotating in a first direction 92 indicated by
arrow 92 about the axis 86 until the mount 90 extends
away from the slide tube 82 and the top surface 60 of the
seat section 40 in the upward direction. Put another way,
the handle 18 is at six o’clock when in the first position
and moves about the axis 86 in the first direction 92 until
the handle 18 is at 12 o’clock and in the second position
when viewed from the foot end 26 of the hospital bed 10.
[0051] A caregiver 130 may use the egress unit 14
when a patient egresses from the hospital bed 10 by way
of the chair-egress position shown in Fig. 2. As an ex-
ample of use, the hospital bed 10 begins in the bed po-
sition with the egress unit 14 in the storage position as
shown in Fig. 1. The hospital bed 10 is then moved from
bed position to the egress position of Fig. 2 and a portion
of the mattress associated with the foot section 42 and
the seat section 40 is deflated. Next, the caregiver 130
moves the mattress 22 away from the egress unit 14 to
expose the egress unit 14 as shown in Fig. 3. The car-
egiver 130 then moves the slide assembly 16 from the
retracted position to the extended position shown in Fig.
4. Finally, the caregiver 130 moves the egress handle 18
from the first position shown in Figs. 3 and 4 to the second
position shown in Fig. 5 so that a patient may use the
unit 14 to egress from the hospital bed 10. The unit 14
is in the egress position when the slide assembly 16 is
in the extended position and the handle 18 is in the sec-
ond position. The egress unit 14 is in the storage position
when the slide assembly 16 is in the retracted position
and the handle 18 is in the first position.
[0052] Another embodiment of an egress unit 214 is
shown in Figs. 6 and 7. The egress unit 14 is omitted
from the hospital bed 210 and is replaced with the egress
unit 214. The egress unit 214 includes the slide assembly
16 and the egress handle 18 as shown in Fig. 7. The
slide assembly 16 is also movable between a retracted
position shown in Fig. 6 and an extended position shown
in Fig. 7. Similarly, the egress handle 18 is movable be-
tween a first position shown in Fig. 6 and a second po-
sition shown in Fig. 7. The egress unit 214 assumes a
storage position when the handle 8 is in the first position
and the slide assembly 16 is in the retracted position as
shown in Fig. 6. The egress unit 214 assumes the egress
position when the handle 18 is in the second position and
the slide assembly 16 is in the extended position as
shown in Fig. 7.
[0053] As discussed previously, the slide assembly 16
includes the slide tube 82 and the slide-tube receiver 84
as shown in Figs. 6 and 7. The slide-tube receiver 84 is
coupled to the bottom surface 61 of the seat section 40
to move therewith. The slide tube 82 interconnects the
egress handle 18 to the slide assembly 16 to cause the

slide tube 82 and the egress handle 18 to move back and
forth along the axis 86 relative to the slide-tube receiver
84 to establish either the extended position or the retract-
ed position of the slide assembly 16.
[0054] The slide assembly 16 is in the retracted posi-
tion when the slide tube 82 lies between the foot and the
head edges 48, 50 and the egress handle 18 is in con-
fronting relation with the bottom surface 61 of the section
40 as shown in Fig. 6. The slide assembly 16 moves from
the retracted position and assumes the extended position
as a result of the slide tube 82 moving along the axis 86
away from the slide-tube receiver 84 toward the foot end
26 of the hospital bed 210.
[0055] The egress handle 18, as shown in Figs. 6 and
7, includes the grip 88 and the mount 90. The handle 18
is movable between a first position shown in Fig. 6 and
a second position shown in Fig. 7. When the handle 18
is in the first position, the mount 90 extends away from
the slide tube 82 at about a right angle to the axis 86 in
a lateral direction, As shown in Fig. 6, the handle 18 ex-
tends away from the longitudinal axis 132 of the hospital
bed 10 toward the siderail 59. The handle 18 moves from
the first position to the second position by rotating in a
first direction 92 indicated by arrow 92 about the axis 86
until the mount 90 of the handle 18 extends away from
the slide tube 82, the bottom surface 61, and the top
surface 60 of the seat section 40 in the upward direction.
Put another way, the handle 18 is at three o’clock when
in the first position and moves about the axis 86 in the
first direction 92 about 90 degrees until the handle 18 is
at 12 o’clock and in the second position when viewed
from the foot end 26 of the hospital bed 10.
[0056] A caregiver 130 may use the egress unit 214
when a patient egresses from the hospital bed 210 by
way of the chair-egress position. As an example of use,
the hospital bed 210 begins in the bed position with the
unit 214 in the storage position. The hospital bed 210 is
then moved from bed position to the egress position and
a portion of the mattress associated with the foot section
42 and the seat section 40 is deflated. Next, the caregiver
130 moves the mattress 22 away from the egress unit
214 to expose the egress unit 214. The caregiver 130
then slides the slide assembly 16 from the retracted po-
sition to the extended position. Finally, the caregiver 130
moves the egress handle 18 from the first position shown
in Fig. 6 to the second position shown in Fig. 7 so that a
patient may use the egress unit 214 to egress from the
hospital bed 210.
[0057] Another embodiment of an egress unit 314 is
shown in Figs. 8 and 9. The egress units 14 and 214 are
omitted from the hospital bed 310 and replaced with the
egress unit 314. The egress unit 314 includes the slide
assembly 16 and the egress handle 18 as shown in Fig.
8. The slide assembly 16 is movable between a retracted
position shown in Fig. 8 and an extended position shown
in Fig. 9. Similarly, the egress handle 18 is movable be-
tween a first position shown in Fig. 8 and a second po-
sition shown in Fig. 9. The unit 314 assumes a storage
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position when the handle 8 is in the first position and the
slide assembly 16 is in the retracted position as shown
in Fig. 8. The unit 314 assumes the egress position when
the handle 18 is in the second position and the slide as-
sembly 16 is in the extended position as shown in Fig. 9.
[0058] As discussed previously, the slide assembly 16
includes the slide tube 82 and the slide-tube receiver 84
as shown in Figs. 8 and 9. The slide-tube receiver 84 is
coupled to the top surface 60 of the seat section 40 to
move therewith. The slide tube 82 interconnects the
egress handle 18 to the slide assembly 16 to cause the
slide tube 82 and the egress handle 18 to move back and
forth relative to the slide-tube receiver 84 to establish
either the extended position or the retracted position of
the slide assembly 16.
[0059] The slide assembly 16 is in the retracted posi-
tion when the slide tube 82 lies between the foot and the
head edges 48, 50 and the egress handle 18 is in con-
fronting relation with the top surface 60 of the seat section
40 as shown in Fig. 8. The slide assembly 16 moves from
the retracted position and assumes the extended position
as a result of the slide tube 82 moving along the axis 86
away from the slide-tube receiver 84 toward the foot end
26 of the hospital bed 310.
[0060] The egress handle 18 is movable between the
first position shown in Fig. 8 and the second position
shown in Fig. 9. When the handle 18 is in the first position,
the mount 90 extends away from the slide tube 82 at
about a right angle to the axis 86 in a lateral direction.
As shown in Fig. 8, the handle 18 extends away from the
second longitudinal edge 54 toward the longitudinal axis
132 of the hospital bed 310. The handle 18 moves from
the first position to the second position by rotating in a
second direction indicated by arrow 94 about the axis 86
until the mount 90 of the handle 18 extends away from
the slide tube 82 and the top surface 60 of the seat section
40 in the upward direction. Put another way, the handle
18 is at nine o’clock when in the first position and moves
about the axis 86 in the second direction 94 about 90
degrees until the handle 18 is at 12 o’clock and in the
second position when viewed from the foot end 26 of the
hospital bed 10.
[0061] A caregiver 130 may use the egress unit 314
when a patient egresses from the hospital bed 310 by
way of the chair-egress position shown in Fig. 2. As an
example of use, the hospital bed 310 begins in the bed
position with the egress unit 314 in the storage position.
The hospital bed 310 is then moved from bed position to
the egress position and a portion of the mattress asso-
ciated with the foot section 42 and the seat section 40 is
deflated. Next, the caregiver 130 moves the mattress 22
away from the egress unit 314 to expose the egress unit
314. The caregiver 130 then slides the slide assembly
16 from the retracted position to the extended position.
Finally, the caregiver 130 moves the egress handle 18
from the first position shown in Fig. 8 to the second po-
sition shown in Fig. 9 so that a patient may use the egress
unit 314 for support during egress from the hospital bed

310.
[0062] Another embodiment of an egress unit 414 is
shown in Figs. 10 and 11. The egress units 14, 214 and
314 are omitted from the hospital bed 410 and replaced
with the egress unit 414. The egress unit 414 indudes
the slide assembly 16 and the egress handle 18 as shown
in Fig. 10. The slide assembly 16 is also movable be-
tween a retracted position shown in Fig. 10 and an ex-
tended position shown in Fig. 11. Similarly, the egress
handle 18 is movable between a first position shown in
Fig. 10 and a second position shown in Fig. 11. The
egress unit 414 assumes a storage position when the
handle 18 is in the first position and the slide assembly
16 is in the retracted position as shown in Fig. 10. The
egress unit 414 assumes the egress position when the
handle 18 is in the second position and the slide assembly
16 is in the extended position as shown in Fig. 11.
[0063] As discussed previously, the slide assembly 16
includes the slide tube 82 and the slide-tube receiver 84
as shown in Figs. 10 and 11. The top surface 60 of the
seat section 40 is formed to include a recess 96 that
extends downwardly from the top surface 60 toward the
bottom surface 61. The recess 96 is configured to receive
the slide-tube receiver 84 therein and the slide-tube re-
ceiver 84 is coupled to the seat section 40 to remain in
the recess 96. The slide tube 82 interconnects the egress
handle 18 to the slide assembly 16 to cause the slide
tube 82 and the egress handle 18 to move back and forth
relative to the slide-tube receiver 84 to establish either
the extended position or the retracted position of the slide
assembly 16.
[0064] The slide assembly 16 is in the retracted posi-
tion when the slide tube 82 lies in the recess 96 between
the foot and the head edges 48, 50 and the egress handle
18 is in confronting relation with a recess surface 98 as
shown in Fig. 10. The slide assembly 16 moves from the
retracted position and assumes the extended position as
a result of the slide tube 82 moving along the axis 86
away from the slide-tube receiver 84 toward the foot end
26 of the hospital bed 410.
[0065] The egress handle 18 is movable between the
first position shown in Fig. 10 and the second position
shown in Fig. 11. When the handle 18 is in the first po-
sition, the mount 90 extends away from the slide tube 82
at about a right angle to the axis 86 in a lateral direction.
As shown in Fig. 10, the handle 18 extends away from
the second longitudinal edge 54 toward the longitudinal
axis 132 of the hospital bed 10. The handle 18 moves
from the first position to the second position by rotating
in the second direction 94 about the axis 86 until the
mount 90 of the handle 18 extends away from the slide
tube 82 and out of recess 96 in the upward direction. Put
another way, the handle 18 is at nine o’clock when in the
first position and moves about the axis 86 in the second
direction 94 about 90 degrees until the handle 18 is at
12 o’clock and in the second position when viewed from
the foot end 26 of the hospital bed 10.
[0066] A caregiver 130 may use the egress unit 414
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when a patient egresses from the hospital bed 410 by
way of the chair-egress position. As an example of use,
the hospital bed 410 begins in the bed position with the
egress unit 414 in the storage position. The hospital bed
410 is then moved from bed position to the egress posi-
tion and a portion of the mattress associated with the foot
section 42 and the seat section 40 is deflated. Next, the
caregiver 130 moves the mattress 22 away from the
egress unit 414 to expose the egress unit 414. The car-
egiver 130 then slides the slide assembly 16 from the
retracted position to the extended position. Finally, the
caregiver 130 moves the egress handle 18 from the first
position shown in Fig. 410 to the second position shown
in Fig. 11 so that a patient may use the egress unit 414
to egress from the hospital bed 410.
[0067] Another embodiment of an egress unit 514 is
shown in Figs. 12 and 13. The egress units 14, 214, 314
any 414 are omitted from the hospital bed 510 and re-
placed with the egress unit 514. The egress unit 514 in-
cludes the slide assembly 16 and the egress handle 518
as shown in Fig. 12. The slide assembly 16 is also mov-
able between a retracted position shown in Fig. 12 and
an extended position shown in Fig. 13. Similarly, the
egress handle 518 is movable between a first position
shown in Fig. 12 and a second position shown in Fig. 13.
The egress unit 514 assumes a storage position when
the handle 518 is in the first position and the slide as-
sembly 16 is in the retracted position as shown in Fig.
12. The egress unit 514 assumes the egress position
when the handle 518 is in the second position and the
slide assembly 16 is in the extended position as shown
in Fig. 13.
[0068] As discussed previously, the slide assembly 16
incudes the slide tube 82 and the slide-tube receiver 84
as shown in Figs. 12 and 13. The slide-tube receiver 84
is coupled to the top surface 60 of the seat section 40 to
move therewith. The slide tube 82 interconnects the
egress handle 518 to the slide assembly 16 to cause the
slide tube 82 and the egress handle 518 to move back
and forth relative to the slide-tube receiver 84 to establish
either the extended position or the retracted position of
the slide assembly 16.
[0069] The slide assembly 16 is in the retracted posi-
tion when the slide tube 82 lies between the foot and the
head edges 48, 50 and the egress handle 518 is in con-
fronting relation with the top surface 60 as shown in Fig.
12. The slide assembly 16 moves from the retracted po-
sition and assumes the extended position as a result of
the slide tube 82 moving along the axis 86 away from the
slide-tube receiver 84 toward the foot end 26 of the hos-
pital bed 510.
[0070] The egress handle 518 includes a grip 88, a
mount 90, and a handle joint 100 as shown in Figs. 12
and 13. The handle joint 100 interconnects the mount 90
and the slide assembly 16 to cause the grip 88 and the
mount 90 to pivot about a third lateral pivot axis 47 be-
tween the first position shown in Fig. 12 and the second
position shown in Fig. 13. When the handle 518 is in the

first position, the mount 90 is generally aligned with the
slide tube 82 along the axis 86 and the grip 88 extends
away from the mount 90 at about 90 degrees so that the
grip 88 is generally parallel to and spaced-apart from the
third lateral pivot axis 47. The handle 518 moves from
the first position to the second position by rotating in the
second direction 94 about the third lateral pivot axis 47
away from the foot section 42 toward the head section
38. When the handle 518 achieves the second position,
the mount 90 extends upwardly away from the slide tube
82 to define an angle 102 of about 90 degrees therebe-
tween. The grip 88 extends away from the mount 90 at
about 90 degrees in the lateral direction is spaced-apart
above the third lateral pivot axis 47 as shown in Fig. 13.
The third lateral pivot axis 47 is generally spaced-apart
from and generally parallel to the first and the second
lateral pivot axes 44, 46.
[0071] The egress unit 514 is in the egress position
when the handle 518 is in the second position and the
slide assembly 16 is extended position. The handle 518
cooperates with the top surface 63 of a foot portion of
the mattress 22 to define a distance 104. The distance
104 is sufficiently large enough to permit a patient to
stand up from the hospital bed 10 and have the patient’s
legs be positioned between the handle 518 and the top
surface 63 of the of a foot portion of the mattress 22.
[0072] The egress unit 514 also includes an egress
position controller 106 as shown in Fig. 13. A caregiver
uses the egress position controller 106 to retain the slide
assembly 16 in the retracted position of Fig. 12, the ex-
tended position of Figs. 12 and 13, or any of a number
of positions therebetween, and the egress handle 518 in
the first position of Fig. 12, the second position of Fig.
13, or any of a number of positions therebetween. Though
the egress position controller is shown included in egress
unit 514, the egress position controller may be included
in egress units 14, 214, 314, and 414.
[0073] A caregiver uses the handle 518 and the slide
assembly 16 by disengaging the egress position control-
ler 106. The egress position controller 106 includes a
handle lock 108 and a slide lock 110 as shown diagram-
matically in Fig. 13. The handle lock 108 is used to block
movement of the handle 518 relative to the slide assem-
bly 16. The slide lock 110 is used to block movement of
the handle 518 relative to the seat section 40. To re-
arrange the egress unit 514, a caregiver first moves the
slide lock 110 from a locked position in which movement
of the slide assembly 16 is blocked to the freed position
in which the slide assembly 16 is permitted to move from
the retracted position to the extended position. After the
slide assembly 16 is in the extended position, the car-
egiver re-engages the slide lock 110. Next, the caregiver
moves the handle lock 108 from a locked position in which
rotation of the handle 518 is blocked to the freed position
in which the handle 518 is permitted to rotate about the
third lateral pivot axis 47 relative to the slide tube 82 from
the first position to the second position. Finally, the car-
egiver re-engages the handle lock 108 so that unintended
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movement of the handle 518 is blocked.
[0074] The slide lock 110 is movable between the
locked position shown in Fig. 14 in which the slide tube
82 is blocked from moving relative to the slide-tube re-
ceiver 84 and the freed position shown in Fig. 15 in which
the slide tube 82 is permitted to slide relative to the slide-
tube receiver 84. The slide lock 110 includes a piston
112, a notch 114, and a slide-lock actuator 116. The notch
114 is formed in the slide tube 82 and is configured to
mate selectively with the piston 112 therein. The slide-
lock actuator 116 is coupled to the piston 112 and is con-
figured to move the piston 112 back and forth relative to
the notch 114 as shown in Figs. 14 and 15. The slide-
lock actuator 116 is a solenoid coupled electrically to the
bed controller 80. The caregiver or the patient uses one
of the user interfaces 76, 78 to command the bed con-
troller 80 to cause the solenoid to move the piston 112
to the user desired position. While the slide-lock actuator
116 is shown as a solenoid, a mechanical actuator that
uses an actuation force provided by a user may be used.
[0075] As shown in Fig. 14, the slide lock 110 is in the
locked position when the piston 112 is in mating contact
with the notch 114. The caregiver uses the user interface
to command the bed controller 80 to cause the slide-lock
actuator 116 to move the piston 112 away from notch
114 so that the slide lock 110 assumes the freed position
as a result. The caregiver is now able to slide the egress
handle 518 away from the slide-tube receiver 84 from
the first position to the second position. The caregiver
next commands the slide-lock actuator 116 to move to-
ward another notch formed in the slide tube 82 so that
the slide lock 110 assumes the locked position and blocks
sliding movement of the egress handle 518 relative to
the slide-tube receiver 84.
[0076] The handle lock 108 is next moved from the
locked position shown in Fig. 16 to the freed position
shown in Fig. 17. The handle lock 108 includes a plunger
118, a receiver 120, and a handle-lock actuator 122 as
shown in Figs. 16 and 17. The plunger 118 lies in a space
124 formed in the slide tube 82 and mates with the re-
ceiver 120 when the handle lock 108 is in the locked
position and is spaced-apart from the receiver 120 when
the handle lock 108 is in the freed position. As shown in
Fig. 16, the receiver 120 includes two slots 126 and 128
that are formed in the handle joint 100 of the egress han-
dle 518. As shown in Fig. 16, the first slot 126 is at about
the two o’clock position and is associated with the handle
518 being in the second position. As also shown in Fig.
16, the second slot 128 is at about the five o’clock position
and is associated with the handle 518 being in the first
position as shown in Fig. 13 and viewed from a patient-
left side of the hospital bed 10. The handle-lock actuator
122 is a solenoid that is coupled electrically to the bed
controller 80. The caregiver or the patient uses one of
the user interfaces 76, 78 to command the bed controller
80 to cause the solenoid to move the plunger 118 to the
user desired position. While the handle-lock actuator 122
is shown as a solenoid, a mechanical actuator that uses

an actuation force provided by a user may be used.
[0077] A caregiver commands the handle-lock actua-
tor 122 to assume the freed position by moving the plung-
er 118 away from the receiver 120. After the plunger 118
has moved away from the receiver 120, the handle 518
may move between the first position and the second po-
sition. After the handle 518 is in the desired position, the
caregiver again commands the handle-lock actuator 122
to assume the locked position by moving the plunger 118
back to mate with the receiver 120.
[0078] The illustrative hospital beds 10, 210, 310, 410,
and 510 are a so-called chair egress bed, in that they are
movable between a bed position, as shown in Fig. 1, and
a chair-egress position as shown in Fig. 2. However the
teachings of this disclosure are applicable to all types of
hospital beds, including those that are incapable of
achieving a chair-egress position. Some hospital beds
are only able to move into a chair-like position, sometimes
referred to by those in the art as a "cardiac chair position,"
and this disclosure is equally applicable to those types
of beds. Furthermore, the teachings of this disclosure are
applicable to other types of patient support apparatuses
such as stretchers, motorized chairs, operating room
(OR) tables, specialty surgical tables such as orthopedic
surgery tables, examination tables, and the like.
[0079] Although certain illustrative embodiments have
been described in detail above, variations and modifica-
tions exist.

Claims

1. A patient support apparatus comprising a base, a
frame coupled to the base, the frame being movable
relative to the base, a deck supported by the frame
and movable relative to the frame between a hori-
zontal position and an articulated position, the deck
including at least a head section, a foot section
spaced-apart from the head section, and a seat sec-
tion positioned between the head section and the
foot section, and the foot section being pivotable
about a first lateral pivot axis relative to the frame,
and an egress unit coupled to the seat section of the
deck and movable between an egress position in
which the egress unit extends in an upward direction
away from the deck to support a patient’s weight so
that a patient can egress from the patient support
apparatus when the deck is in the articulated position
and a storage position in which the egress unit is
arranged to lie in confronting relation with the deck.

2. The patient support apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the egress unit includes a handle and a slide assem-
bly arranged to lie between and to interconnect the
handle to the seat section of the deck, the slide as-
sembly is movable between a retracted position in
which the handle is positioned adjacent to a foot edge
of the seat section and an extended position in which
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the handle has moved away from the seat section in
a longitudinal direction to lie in spaced-apart relation
to the foot edge of the seat section.

3. The patient support apparatus of claim 2, wherein
the handle rotates about an axis between a first po-
sition in which the handle extends in a downward
direction away from a bottom surface of the seat sec-
tion and a second position in which the handle ex-
tends away from a top surface of the seat section in
an upward direction.

4. The patient support apparatus of claim 2, wherein
the handle is movable about an axis between a first
position in which the handle extends in a direction
that is generally perpendicular to a longitudinal axis
of the patient support apparatus and a second posi-
tion in which the handle extends away from a top
surface of the seat section in an upward direction.

5. The patient support apparatus of either claim 3 or
claim 4, wherein the slide assembly includes a slide
tube coupled to the handle to move therewith and a
slide-tube receiver coupled to the seat section to
move therewith, the slide-tube receiver is configured
to support the slide tube therein for back-and-forth
movement along the axis.

6. The patient support apparatus of any one of claims
2 to 5, wherein the slide-tube receiver is coupled to
a top surface of the seat section and the handle lies
in a plane generally parallel to the top surface when
the slide assembly is in the retracted position and
the handle is in the first position.

7. The patient support apparatus of any one of claims
2 to 5, wherein the slide-tube receiver is coupled to
a bottom surface of the seat section and the bottom
surface is spaced-apart from the top surface and ar-
ranged to face in the downward direction.

8. The patient support apparatus of any one of claims
2 to 5, wherein the seat section is formed to include
a recess that opens in a downward direction away
from the top surface, the egress unit is arranged to
lie in the recess and lie below the top surface when
the slide assembly is in the retracted position and
the handle is in the first position.

9. The patient support apparatus of any one of claims
2 to 8, wherein handle includes a grip adapted to be
grasped by a patient during egress from the patient
support apparatus, a mount coupled on a first end
to the grip, and a handle joint arranged to intercon-
nect an opposite second end of the mount to the
slide assembly to cause the mount and the grip to
move about an axis between a first position in which
the mount is generally aligned with the slide assem-

bly and a second position in which the mount extends
in an upward direction away from the slide assembly
and is about perpendicular to the slide assembly.

10. The patient support apparatus of claim 9, wherein
the axis is generally parallel to the first lateral pivot
axis.

11. The patient support apparatus of claim 10, wherein
the handle joint defines the axis, the handle joint is
between the foot edge and an opposite head edge
of the seat section when the slide assembly is in the
retracted position, and the handle joint moves away
from the foot edge and the head edge to lie spaced-
apart from the foot edge when the slide assembly is
in the extended position.

12. The patient support apparatus of claim, 1 wherein
the seat section includes a foot edge, an oppositely
spaced-apart head edge, a first longitudinal edge ar-
ranged to extend between the foot and the head edg-
es, and an opposite second longitudinal edge ar-
ranged in spaced-apart generally parallel relation to
the first longitudinal edge, wherein a siderail is cou-
pled the frame between the head edge and the foot
edge of the seat section and arranged to extend
along one of the first and second longitudinal edges
of the seat section, wherein the egress unit compris-
es a slide assembly including a slide-tube receiver
coupled to the seat section in a fixed position and a
slide tube coupled to the slide-tube receiver to trans-
late along an axis relative to the slide-tube receiver,
the slide assembly being in a retracted position when
the slide tube lies between the foot and the head
ends of the seat section, and the slide assembly be-
ing in an extended position when the slide tube has
translated along the axis away from the foot and the
head edges of the seat section toward a foot end of
the patient support apparatus, and wherein the
egress unit further comprises a handle coupled to
the slide tube to move therewith about the axis, the
handle being movable relative to the slide-slide tube
receiver about a pivot axis when the slide-tube re-
ceiver is in the extended position from a first position
in which the handle extends generally perpendicu-
larly away from the axis to define an angle measured
in a second direction between a horizontal plane that
is generally coplanar with the axis and the handle
and the angle is between about 0 degrees and about
180 degrees, and a second position in which the han-
dle extends in an upward direction away from the
axis.

13. The patient support apparatus of claim 12, wherein
the handle extends away from a longitudinal axis of
the patient support apparatus towards the siderail
when the handle is in the first position.
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14. The patient support apparatus of either claim 12 or
claim 13, wherein the handle is coupled to the said
one longitudinal edge to extend away from the lon-
gitudinal edge toward the siderail and the handle is
positioned to lie between the longitudinal edge and
the siderail.

15. The patient support apparatus of claim 1 wherein the
seat section includes a foot edge, an opposite head
edge, and a longitudinal edge extending between
the head and foot edges, and the head section is
arranged to pivot upwardly about a first lateral pivot
axis relative to the seat section and the foot section
is arranged to pivot downwardly about a second lat-
eral pivot axis relative to seat section when the deck
is in the articulated position, wherein the egress unit
comprises a slide assembly including a slide-tube
receiver coupled to the longitudinal edge of the seat
section in a fixed position to extend away from the
seat section in a lateral direction and a slide tube
coupled to the slide-tube receiver to translate along
an axis relative to the slide-tube receiver, the slide
assembly being in a retracted position when the slide
tube lies between the foot and the head ends of the
seat section, and the slide assembly being in an ex-
tended position when the slide tube has translated
along the axis away from the foot and the head edges
of the seat section toward a foot end of the patient
support apparatus, and wherein the egress unit fur-
ther comprises a handle coupled to the slide tube to
translate back and forth with the slide tube about the
axis, the handle being movable relative to the slide
tube about a third lateral pivot axis when the slide
assembly is in the extended position from a first po-
sition in which the handle is generally aligned with
the slide tube and a second position in which the
handle extends in an upward direction away from
the slide tube, and wherein the third lateral pivot axis
is generally parallel to the first and second lateral
pivot axes.
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