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(54) Encoder

(57) A detection head includes a plurality of detection
array portions that are arranged in a direction along which
the head is relatively displaceable. Position signals indi-
cating a position of the detection head are calculated
from output signals output from the detection array por-

tions. In order to combine the position signals with one
another and determine the position of the detection head
with respect to the scale, weighting according to a level
of the output signal is performed on the position signal
of each of the detection array portions, and the weighted
position signals are averaged.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an encoder including a scale and a detection head which is relatively displace-
able with respect to the scale.

RELATED ART

[0002] An including a scale and a detection head which is relatively displaceable with respect to the scale is used for
accurately performing position control on a controlling machine to which the encoder is attached. A photoelectric encoder
will be exemplarily described. When contamination, dirt, dust, damages, or the like (hereinafter, generally referred to as
contamination or the like)which may block light adheres to a scale, the signal detection efficiency of light receiving array
portions arranged in a detection head is reduced, and an error occurs in a position signal indicating the position of the
detection head. Therefore, a technique is employed in which the detection area on the scale where detection is performed
by the detection head is widened to reduce the percentage of the area to which dirt adheres, in the detection area,
thereby lowering the rate of the reduction of the signal detection efficiency. Alternatively, as disclosed in Patent References
1 and 2, a technique is employed in which an error determination is performed on signals output from light receiving
array portions in an area to which dirt adheres, and, if there is an error, the corresponding output signal is eliminated,
thereby lowering the rate of the reduction of the signal detection efficiency.

[Prior Art Reference]

[Patent Reference]

[0003]

[Patent Reference 1] JP-A-9-229717
[Patent Reference 2] JP-A-2003-65803

[0004] In these techniques, in order to ensure a certain degree of signal detection efficiency, however, the detection
head must be elongated in the displaceable direction so as to include a larger number of light receiving array portions.
In these techniques, namely, there is a possibility that the size of the detection head is increased.
[0005]  When, in the scale, the area to which dirt adheres is wide, for example, there may arise a situation where
many of the signals output from the light receiving array portions are lower in level than a threshold which is provided
for the error determination. In such a situation, there is a possibility that all output signals are eliminated in a worse case,
and positioning of the detection head with respect to the scale is impossible. In such a case, an operation of the controlling
machine may frequently stop (hereinafter, generally referred to as error stop).
[0006] In a case where a pattern on the scale is formed by an integrated pattern in which an ABS pattern (absolute
pattern) on a pseudorandom code, and an INC pattern (incremental pattern) are integrated into one track as disclosed
in JP-A-2009-2702 (Fig. 6), moreover, the output from the light receiving array portions is low in level in a portion where
the patterns do not originally exist. In such a case, positioning of the detection head with respect to the scale is impossible
irrespective of whether dirt exists or not, and therefore the above-described error stop easily occurs.

SUMMARY

[0007] Exemplary embodiments of the invention provide an encoder in which, even in the case where contamination
or the like is on a scale, or the case where a pattern on the scale is formed by an integrated pattern configured by an
ABS pattern and an INC pattern, reduction of the detection accuracy can be suppressed, a detection head can be
maintained compact, and an error stop can be avoided in a controlling machine to which the encoder is attached.
[0008] An encoder according to an exemplary embodiment of the invention comprises:

a scale; and
a detection head which is relatively displaceable with respect to the scale,
wherein the detection head includes
a plurality of detection array portions that are arranged in a direction along which the detection head is relatively
displaceable,
a processor configured to calculate position signals indicating a position of the detection head from output signals
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output from the detection array portions, and to combine the position signals with one another and determine the
position of the detection head with respect to the scale, and
wherein the processor is configured to perform weighting according to a level of the output signal on the position
signal of each of the detection array portions, and to average the weighted position signals.

[0009] In the encoder, the weighting on the position signal may be performed by setting a total sum of absolute values
of differences of adjacent ones of signal strength data of the output signals output from individual detection elements
constituting the detection array portions, or square values of the differences, as a coefficient of the position signal.
[0010] In the encoder, the weighting on the position signal may be performed by performing sinusoidal curve fitting
on signal strength data of the output signals output from individual detection elements constituting the detection array
portions, and setting a product of an amplitude of a sinusoidal wave obtained by the fitting, and an array width of the
detection array portions, as a coefficient of the position signal.
[0011] In the encoder, the weighting on the position signal may be performed by setting a product of a diameter of a
Lissajous waveform obtained from a two-phase sinusoidal signal which is the output signal, and an array width of the
detection array portions, as a coefficient of the position signal.
[0012] According to the exemplary embodiment of the invention, even in the case where contamination or the like is
on a scale, or the case where a pattern on the scale is formed by an integrated pattern configured by an ABS pattern
and an INC pattern, reduction of the detection accuracy can be suppressed, a detection head of an encoder can be
maintained compact, and an error stop can be avoided in a controlling machine to which the encoder is attached.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013]

Fig. 1 is a view schematically showing an encoder according to first to third embodiments of the invention;
Fig. 2A is a view showing a detection head shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 2B is a block diagram of the detection head shown in Fig. 1;
Figs. 3A to 3C are views showing a relationship between light receiving array portions of the detection head and
output signals;
Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a case where contamination or the like is on a scale;
Fig. 5 is a view showing an example of a Lissajous waveform according to a third embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 6 is a view showing an example of a scale according to a fourth embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 7 is a view showing an example of a scale and the like according to a fifth embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 8 is a view showing an example of a relationship between a scale and a light receiving array portions according
to a sixth embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 9 is a view showing an example of a relationship between a scale and a light receiving array portions according
to a seventh embodiment of the invention; and
Fig. 10 is a view showing an example of a relationship between a scale and a light receiving array portions according
to an eighth embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] Hereinafter, an exemplary embodiment of the invention will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.
[0015] An encoder of a first embodiment of the invention will be described with reference to Figs. 1 to 4. Fig. 1
schematically shows the encoder 100 of the embodiment, Fig. 2A shows arrangement of light receiving array portions
PDi (in the figure, i = 1 to 4) in a surface of a detection head 120 which is opposed to a track 112, Fig. 2B is a block
diagram of the detection head 120, Fig. 3A shows arrangement of optical gratings 114 constituting the track 112, Fig.
3B shows light receiving array portions PDi, PDi+1 opposed to the track 112, Fig. 3C shows signal strengths (each
indicated by a solid circle) which are output from individual light receiving elements constituting the light receiving array
portions PDi, PDi+1, and a curve SW which is obtained by using the sinusoidal curve fitting, and the like, and Fig. 4 is
a diagram showing relationships between the scale and the light receiving array portions in the case where contamination
or the like is on the scale.
[0016] First, the configuration of the encoder 100 of the embodiment will be described.
[0017] The encoder 100 is a linear encoder, and, as shown in Fig. 1, includes the scale 110, and the detection head
120 which is relatively displaceable with respect to the scale 110.
[0018] In the scale 110, as shown in Fig. 1, the track 112 which extends in the X direction (the direction along which
the head is relatively displaceable) is disposed. The track 112 is configured by the optical gratings 114 which are arranged
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in the X direction at constant intervals (the track is an INC track in which an INC pattern is formed). Light is reflected
from portions where the optical gratings 114 are formed (Figs.3A,3C).
[0019] As shown in Fig. 1, the detection head 120 is placed while being opposed non-contactly to the track 112 of the
scale 110. The detection head 120 includes: a light source (not shown); a lens (not shown); and the light receiving array
portions PDi (i = 1 to 4) (detection array portions) which, as shown in Figs. 2A, are arranged in the X direction in the
surface opposed to the track 112. The components are arranged so that light emitted from the light source is reflected
by the optical gratings 114 of the track 112 and then detected by the plurality of light receiving array portions PDi through
the lens.
[0020] The light receiving array portions PDi have respective array widths Wi (i = 1 to 4), and intervals T are formed
between the portions (in the embodiment, the intervals T are constant, but may be different from one another). Each of
the light receiving array portions PDi is configured by a plurality of light receiving elements which are arranged in the X
direction. In the embodiment, the widths of all the light receiving elements in the X direction are equal to one another,
and the numbers of light receiving elements constituting the respective light receiving array portions PDi are equal to
one another. Therefore, all the array widths Wi are made equal to one another.
[0021] As shown in Fig. 2B, the detection head 120 includes, in addition to the light receiving array portions PDi, a
noise filter/amplifier circuit 124, an A/D circuit 126, and a processing circuit 128.
[0022] The noise filter/amplifier circuit 124 removes noises of signals output from the light receiving array portions
PDi, and then amplifies and outputs the signals.
[0023] The A/D circuit 126 converts the analog output signal which is output from the noise filter/amplifier circuit 124,
to a digital signal.
[0024] The processing circuit 128 calculates the position signal xi indicating the position x of the detection head 120,
for each of the light receiving array portions PDi from the digital signal (the output signal output from the light receiving
array portion PDi) (in principle, all the position signals xi indicate the same position). Then, the processing circuit 128
combines the plural (four) obtained position signals xi with one another, and determines the position x of the detection
head 120 with respect to the scale 110. In order to determine the position x of the detection head 120, a coefficient Ri
(referred to as a reliability coefficient) indicated in Expression (1) is introduced. The reliability coefficient Ri performs
weighting according to the level of the output signal output from each of the light receiving array portions PDi, on the
position signal xi of the light receiving array portion PDi. The position x of the detection head 120 is obtained from the
average of the weighted position signals xi. In the embodiment, the symbol N indicates the number (4) of the light
receiving array portions PDi.
[0025]

[0026] In the embodiment, the reliability coefficient Ri is obtained from Expression (2). Namely, the signal intensity
(output signal) of the j-th light receiving element in the light receiving array portion PDi is indicated by Yi,j, and the number
of data obtained in the light receiving array portion PDi is indicated by ni (i = 1 to 4). As shown in the left view of Fig. 3C,
the absolute value (= |Yi,j - Yi,j+1|) of the difference between adjacent data is obtained from data of the signal intensities
Yi,j of output signals output from individual light receiving elements constituting the light receiving array portion PDi.
When the total sum of the values in the light receiving array portion PDi is obtained, the reliability coefficient Ri is obtained.
This means that, when the contrast of a one-dimensional image of the track 112 obtained by the light receiving array
portion PDi is large, the reliability coefficient Ri is large, or in other words the reliability is high.
[0027]
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[0028] Next, the operation of the encoder 100 of the embodiment will be described.
[0029] Light emitted from the light source of the detection head 120 impinges on the scale 110. Then, the light is
reflected by the optical gratings 114 of the scale 110, and incident on the light receiving elements of the light receiving
array portions PDi of the detection head 120. The light receiving array portions PDi perform an output operation corre-
sponding to the intensities of light incident on the light receiving elements. The outputs of the portions are supplied to
the processing circuit 128 through the noise filter/amplifier circuit 124 and the A/D circuit 126.
[0030] The processing circuit 128 calculates the position signal xi indicating the position x of the detection head 120,
for each of the light receiving array portions PDi. By using the relationships of Expressions (1) and (2), then, the plural
(four) obtained position signals xi are combined with one another, and the position x of the detection head 120 with
respect to the scale 110 is determined.
[0031] In the embodiment, in order to determine the position of the detection head 120, as described above, the
reliability coefficient Ri is introduced, thereby allowing the contribution rate in the combining of the position signals xi
obtained from each light receiving array portion PDi, to be controlled. Schematically, when the array widths of the light
receiving array portions PD1 and PD2 are equal to each other (W1 = W2) as shown in Fig. 4, the reliability coefficient
R2 of the light receiving array portion PD2 to which dirt Stn adheres is smaller than the reliability coefficient R1 of the
light receiving array portion PD1 (incidentally, when dirt does not adhere to both the opposing surfaces of the light
receiving array portions PD1, PD3 of the scale 110 and the array width W3 is shorter than the array width W1, the
reliability coefficient R3 is lower than the reliability coefficient R1 as shown in Fig. 4). In the combining of the position
signals, namely, the contribution rate of a position signal xi having a low reliability is lowered, and that of a position signal
xi having a high reliability is increased, whereby the position signals xi are efficiently combined with each other. In other
words, even in a state where contamination or the like adheres to the scale 110, the detection accuracy of the obtained
position x of the detection head 120 can be suppressed from being reduced, and the accuracy (reliability) of the position
x can be improved.
[0032] In the embodiment, when the contrast of a one-dimensional image of the track 112 obtained by the light receiving
array portions PDi is large, therefore, it is determined that the reliability is high, and the reliability coefficient Ri is introduced.
At this time, the reliability coefficient Ri is indicated by a simple computational expression as shown in Expression (2),
and hence the calculation is simple and does not require a large storage capacity, so that the calculation can be realized
in a short processing time and at a low cost. Even when the reliability coefficient Ri is indicated by the total sum of square
values of differences of adjacent signal intensity data for each detection array portion PDi as indicated by Expression
(3), similar effects are attained.
[0033]

[0034] In the embodiment, moreover, the position x of the detection head 120 is obtained from the weighted average
of the position signals xi. Basically, only the contribution rate of each position signal xi obtained from the light receiving
array portion PDi is changed, and an operation of daringly eliminating a specific position signal xi is not performed. In
the embodiment, therefore, it is not required that, as in the prior art, the detection head is elongated in the direction (X
direction) along which the head is relatively displaceable so that a larger number of light receiving array portions PDi
are disposed. Consequently, the detection head 120 can be maintained compact.
[0035] In the embodiment, the above-described weighted average is used. Therefore, the contribution rate of the
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position signal xi from the light receiving array portion PDi related to a region where dirt adheres to the scale 110 is
changed only in relative relationships with respect to the output signal from another light receiving array portion PDi.
When all the light receiving array portions PDi are related to the region to which dirt adheres, namely, a large difference
is not produced between the contribution rates of the position signals xi. In the embodiment, when the position x of the
detection head 120 is to be obtained, therefore, there is no case where the position signal xi based on the output signal
is eliminated, and an error stop can be avoided from being caused in a controlling machine to which the encoder 100 is
attached.
[0036] Usually, a controlling machine to which an encoder is attached requests the encoder to output the position x
of a detection head at constant intervals. In the related art, when, in a scale, different signal processing times are used
in a region to which contamination or the like adheres, and another region to which contamination or the like does not
adhere, therefore, there is a possibility that a disadvantage such as a malfunction in the positioning of the controlling
machine may be caused in the control. In the embodiment, by contrast, the process indicated by Expressions (1) and
(2) (or (1) and (3)) is performed on the scale 110 and in a region to which contamination or the like adheres, and another
region to which contamination or the like does not adhere. In the embodiment, namely, the signal processing load is
constant, and the signal processing time for obtaining the position x of the detection head 120 is uniformalized. In the
embodiment, therefore, it is possible to easily avoid the disadvantage in the positioning control of the controlling machine.
[0037] According to the embodiment, even when contamination or the like adheres to the scale 110, the detection
accuracy can be suppressed from being reduced, the detection head 120 can be maintained compact, and an error stop
can be avoided from being caused in a controlling machine to which the encoder 100 is attached.
[0038] Although the invention has been described by exemplifying the first embodiment, the invention is not limited
to the first embodiment. It is a matter of course that improvements and design changes can be made without departing
the spirit of the invention.
[0039] In the first embodiment, for example, the processing circuit 128 uses the function indicated by Expression (2)
as the reliability coefficient Ri. The invention is not limited to this. For example, the invention may be configured as a
second embodiment which will be described below. In the embodiment, the function indicated by Expression (4) is used
as the reliability coefficient Ri. As shown in the right view of Fig. 3C, the sinusoidal curve fitting SW is performed on data
of signal strengths of the output signals which are output from individual light receiving elements constituting the light
receiving array portions PDi, and the product of the amplitude Amp of the sinusoidal wave obtained by the fitting, and
the array width Wi of the detection array portion PDi is used as the reliability coefficient Ri.
[0040]

[0041] In the embodiment, when the amplitude Amp obtained in the fitting is large and the array width Wi is large, as
described above, the reliability of the position signal xi is made high, and the reliability coefficient Ri is introduced. Even
when an error occurs in the output signal, namely, the error can be averaged by performing the process called fitting,
and therefore the detection head 120 can be accurately positioned.
[0042] Alternatively, the invention may be configured as a third embodiment which will be described below. In the
embodiment, Expression (5) is used as the reliability coefficient Ri. In the embodiment, a conventional two-phase sinu-
soidal signal is used as the output signal obtained in the processing circuit 128. In the light receiving array portion PDi,
light receiving elements are arranged so as to produce outputs which are different in phase by 90 degrees from each
other. Then, the product of the array width Wi of the light receiving array portion PDi, and the diameter ri of a Lissajous
waveform Lsj of Fig. 5 which is obtained from the two-phase sinusoidal signal that is an output signal output from the
light receiving array portion PDi is set as the reliability coefficient Ri.
[0043]
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[0044] In the embodiment, therefore, the reliability of the position signal xi is high when the diameter ri of the Lissajous
waveform Lsj is large and the array width Wi is large, and hence the same effects as those in the above-described
embodiments are attained. In the embodiment, moreover, the Lissajous waveform Lsj is used in the same manner as
the prior art, and hence the change of the of the process contents of the processing circuit 128 can be made minimum,
so that particularly the development period can be shortened.
[0045] In the above-described embodiments, the invention is applied to an INC pattern in which optical gratings are
arranged at regular intervals. The invention is not limited to this. The invention particularly exerts the effects in the case
where a periodical output signal can be obtained from the light receiving array portions PDi such as the case where the
invention is applied to the INC pattern of the scale 110, or namely the case where a track on a scale has optical gratings
which are arranged at constant intervals (the track has an INC component). Therefore, any of the relationships indicated
by Expressions (2) to (5) can be applied to an integrated pattern 213 which is shown in a fourth embodiment shown in
Fig. 6, and which is configured by an ABS pattern based on a pseudorandom code, and an INC pattern (Fig. 6 of JP-A-
2009-2702). Also with respect to the integrated pattern, reduction of the detection accuracy can be suppressed, the
detection head can be maintained compact, and an error stop can be avoided in a controlling machine to which the
encoder is attached. The scale 210 shown in Fig. 6 is formed by an integrated pattern 213 and an INC pattern 212.
The invention may be applied not only to a reflection type encoder which is shown in the embodiments, but also to a
transmission type encoder such as shown in Fig. 7. The transmission type encoder shown in Fig. 7 includes a light
source 302, a scale 310 on which an INC pattern 312 and an integrated pattern 313 are formed, a lens 304 and a
detection head 320.
[0046] In the embodiments, the array widths Wi of the light receiving array portions PDi are equal to one another, and
the intervals T of the light receiving array portions are equal to one another. The invention is not limited to this. As in a
sixth embodiment shown in Fig. 8, for example, the array widths Wi may be different from one another, or the intervals
may be different from one another. As in a seventh embodiment shown in Fig. 9, moreover, a plurality of light receiving
array portions PDi may be disposed by dividing a large light receiving array which is integrally continuous, without forming
gaps between the portions. In Fig. 8 and Fig. 9, the reference numbers 410, 510 indicate scales, respectively.
[0047] In the embodiments, one scale is placed for one detection head. The invention is not limited to this. As in an
eighth embodiment shown in Fig. 10, for example, two scales 610A, 610B may be used as measurement objects. In
this case, the position x of the detection head is obtained from each of the scales 610A, 610B, and therefore yawing
correction or the like may be performed on the detection head depending on the difference of the two positions.
[0048] The embodiments have been described by using the photoelectric (linear) encoder including the linearly-shaped
scale. The invention is not limited to this. For example, the encoder must be configured so that the detection head has
a plurality of detection array portions including a plurality of detection elements. Therefore, a capacitance type encoder
or an electromagnetic induction type encoder may be used. Similarly, the scale is not limited to be linear, and the invention
may be applied to a rotary encoder in which a scale has a disk-like shape, and a track is disposed in the circumferential
direction of the scale.
[0049] According to the encoder of the invention, the detection head can be maintained compact, and occurrences of
an error stop can be reduced in a controlling machine to which the encoder is attached. Therefore, the invention can be
widely applied not only to a photoelectric encoder, but also to capacitance type and electromagnetic induction type linear
encoders, and a rotary encoder.

Claims

1. An encoder comprising:

a scale; and
a detection head which is relatively displaceable with respect to the scale,
wherein the detection head includes
a plurality of detection array portions that are arranged in a direction along which the detection head is relatively
displaceable,
a processor configured to calculate position signals indicating a position of the detection head from output
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signals output from the detection array portions, and to combine the position signals with one another and
determine the position of the detection head with respect to the scale, and
wherein the processor is configured to perform weighting according to a level of the output signal on the position
signal of each of the detection array portions, and to average the weighted position signals.

2. The encoder according to claim 1, wherein
the weighting on the position signal is performed by setting a total sum of absolute values of differences of adjacent
ones of signal strength data of the output signals output from individual detection elements constituting the detection
array portions, or square values of the differences, as a coefficient of the position signal.

3. The encoder according to claim 1, wherein
the weighting on the position signal is performed by performing sinusoidal curve fitting on signal strength data of
the output signals output from individual detection elements constituting the detection array portions, and setting a
product of an amplitude of a sinusoidal wave obtained by the fitting, and an array width of the detection array portions,
as a coefficient of the position signal.

4. An encoder according to claim 1, wherein
the weighting on the position signal is performed by setting a product of a diameter of a Lissajous waveform obtained
from a two-phase sinusoidal signal which is the output signal, and an array width of the detection array portions, as
a coefficient of the position signal.
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