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(54) Fibre optic cross-connecting switch

(57) Provided is an optical processing device includ-
ing: a beam emission portion which comprises a plurality
of optical fibers; a plurality of collimating lenses to which
a beam emitted from the optical fibers are incident; a
dispersion element which disperses the beam emitted
from one optical fiber among the plurality of optical fibers;
and an optical path conversion optical system which con-

verts an optical path of the beam passing through the
dispersion element and allows the beam to be incident
to another optical fiber among the plurality of optical fib-
ers, wherein the plurality of collimating lenses is installed
in series in the optical path direction of the beam emitted
from the optical fiber, and wherein a distance between
at least two collimating lenses are adjustable in the optical
path direction.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to, for example,
a wavelength-selective optical processing device.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, an optical processing device
has been used which includes a dispersion element (for
example, a grating) dispersing a beam signal from an
input path and an optical path conversion optical system
allowing each of the dispersed beams to be incident to
any of a plurality of output paths.
[0003] As such an optical path conversion optical sys-
tem, a DMD (Digital Micromirror Device) is known that
includes a plurality of micromirror elements, each of
which is individually actuatable (for example, refer to Pat-
ent Document 1). The DMD may selectively switch an
optical path of a reflected beam to any one of multiple
output paths in a manner such that the directions of the
mirror elements are adjusted to control the reflection di-
rection of the beam.

Summary of the Invention

Problem to be solved by the Invention

[0004] However, according to the conventional optical
processing device, the coupling loss may increase since
the position of the returned beam from the optical path
conversion optical system is deviated from the output
path. In the optical path conversion optical system, the
position of a component such as a mirror may not be
adjusted due to the restriction of the structure thereof.
For this reason, it is difficult to correct the deviation of
the position of the returned beam .
[0005] The present invention is made in view of such
circumstances, and an object thereof is to provide an
optical processing device capable of suppressing the de-
viation of the position of the returned beam.

Means for Solving the Problem

[0006] An optical processing device according to the
present invention includes: a beam emission portion
which comprises a plurality of optical fibers; a plurality of
collimating lenses to which a beam emitted from the op-
tical fibers are incident; a dispersion element which dis-
perses the beam emitted from one optical fiber among
the plurality of optical fibers; and an optical path conver-
sion optical system which converts an optical path of the
beam passing through the dispersion element and allows
the beam to be incident to another optical fiber among
the plurality of optical fibers, wherein the plurality of col-
limating lenses is installed in series in the optical path
direction of the beam emitted from the optical fiber, and

wherein a distance between at least two collimating lens-
es are adjustable in the optical path direction.
[0007] The optical path conversion optical system may
include a mirror element which reflects the beam at a first
reflection point and an intermediate mirror which reflects
the beam reflected from the mirror element at an inter-
mediate reflection point, the mirror element reflects the
beam reflected from the intermediate mirror at a second
reflection point.
[0008] The optical path conversion optical system may
allow the beams dispersed by the dispersion element to
be incident to any one of the other optical fibers in ac-
cordance with the wavelength of the beam.

Advantageous effect of the Invention

[0009] According to the present invention, since the
distance between the collimating lenses can be adjusted,
the position of the optical path of the returned beam may
be adjusted.
[0010] Accordingly, even when the position of the mir-
ror of the optical path conversion optical system is mis-
aligned, the coupling loss of the optical fiber as the output
path can be suppressed, and hence the output charac-
teristic can be improved.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0011] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an op-
tical processing device according to an embodiment of
the invention.
[0012] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a front
end portion of an optical fiber and an optical path con-
version optical system of the optical processing device
of FIG. 1.
[0013] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
optical path conversion optical system of the optical
processing device of FIG. 1.
[0014] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
front end portion of the optical fiber and the lens of the
optical processing device of FIG. 1.
[0015] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
front end portion of the optical fiber of the optical process-
ing device of FIG. 1.
[0016] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
optical path conversion optical system of the optical
processing device of FIG. 1.
[0017] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
front end portion of the optical fiber of the optical process-
ing device of FIG. 1.
[0018] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
front end portion of the optical fiber of the optical process-
ing device of FIG. 1.
[0019] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
first lens and the second lens of the optical processing
device of FIG. 1.
[0020] FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
first lens and the second lens of the optical processing
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device of FIG. 1.
[0021] FIG. 11 is a configuration diagram illustrating
an example of a specific configuration of the optical
processing device of FIG. 1.

Embodiments for Carrying Out the Invention

[0022] Hereinafter, an optical processing device ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention will
be described with reference to the drawings.
[0023] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an op-
tical processing device 10 according to an embodiment
of the present invention. FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram
illustrating a front end portion of an optical fiber 2 and an
optical path conversion optical system 7 of the optical
processing device 10. FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram il-
lustrating the optical path conversion optical system 7.
[0024] As shown in FIG. 1, the optical processing de-
vice 10 includes: a beam emission portion 1 which in-
cludes a plurality of optical fibers 2; lens 3 and 4 (colli-
mating lenses); a grating 5 (dispersion element) which
disperses a beam passing through the lenses 3 and 4; a
lens 6 (scan lens) (condenser lens) which focuses a
beam passing through the grating 5; and the optical path
conversion optical system 7 which converts an optical
path of the beam passing through the lens 6.
[0025] As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the beam emission
portion 1 includes a plurality of optical fibers 2 that prop-
agate a beam input to and output from an external device
and a holding portion 20 which holds the fibers arranged
in a line in the width direction. As the beam emission
portion 1, for example, a beam emission portion having
an optical fiber array may be used.
[0026] As shown in FIG. 2, the optical fiber 2 (2A to
2F) may include a plurality of optical fiber groups 9 (9A
and 9B).
[0027] The optical fiber groups 9 include a plurality of
optical fibers 2 that is capable of being optically coupled
with each other. In the example shown in the drawing,
the optical fibers 2A to 2C constitute a first optical fiber
group 9A, and the optical fibers 2D to 2F constitute a
second optical fiber group 9B. In the example shown in
the drawing, each of the optical fiber groups 9 includes
three optical fibers 2, but the present invention is not lim-
ited thereto. For example, the optical fiber group may
include two or more optical fibers 2.
[0028] In the optical fiber group 9A, the optical path of
a beam L1 emitted from the optical fiber 2B (input path)
may be converted by the optical path conversion optical
system 7, so that the beam may be incident as a returned
beam L2 to the optical fibers 2A and 2C (output paths).
In the optical fiber group 9B, the optical path of a beam
L1 emitted from the optical fiber 2E (input path) may be
converted by the optical path conversion optical system
7, so that the beam may be incident as a returned beam
L2 to the optical fibers 2D and 2F (output paths).
[0029] It is desirable that the front end surface 2a of
the optical fiber 2 as the input path and the front end

surface 2a of the optical fiber 2 as the output path be
located at the same position in the optical path direction.
In the example shown in the drawing, the front end sur-
faces 2a of all optical fibers 2 (2A to 2F) are located at
the same position in the optical path direction.
[0030] As shown in FIG. 1, lenses 3 and 4 collimate an
emitted beam L1, and the first lens 3 is located at the
returning direction side of the second lens 4 (the left side
in FIG. 1). The first lens 3 (the first collimating lens) may
be set to have a higher magnification than that of the
second lens 4 (the second collimating lens). A curvature
radius of a lens surface of the first lens 3 may be smaller
than that of the second lens 4.
[0031] The first lens 3 and the second lens 4 are in-
stalled in series in the optical path direction (the left/right
direction in FIG. 1) of the emitted beam L1, and one or
both of them is movable in the optical path direction, so
that a distance B between the lenses 3 and 4 can be
adjusted.
[0032] The grating 5 may disperse the beam L (beam
L1) emitted from the optical fiber 2 into multiple beams
having different wavelengths. There is wavelength de-
pendency in the beam emission direction of the grating
5, and it is desirable that the grating 5 sets different beam
incident positions for each wavelength with respect to
the optical path conversion optical system 7.
[0033] The lens 6 (scan lens) focuses the emitted
beam L1 passing through the grating 5, and may form a
focus inside the optical path conversion optical system 7.
[0034] The lens 6 (scan lens) collimates multiple
beams having different wavelengths.
[0035] As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the optical path
conversion optical system 7 converts the optical path of
the beam L1 emitted from one optical fiber 2 of the plu-
rality of optical fibers 2, so that the beam is incident as
the returned beam L2 (beam L) to the other optical fiber 2.
[0036] The optical path conversion optical system 7
includes a body portion 11 and an intermediate reflection
portion 12 which is installed at the returning direction side
of the body portion 11 (the left side in FIGS. 2 and 3) with
a gap with respect to the body portion 11.
[0037] The body portion 11 includes a support portion
13 and a plurality of mirror elements 15 (15a, 15b, 15c, ...)
which are installed at the surface on the returning direc-
tion side of the support portion 13. The mirror elements
15 may be disposed in parallel in an area along the sur-
face on the returning direction side of the support portion
13, thereby forming a mirror element assembly 15A.
[0038] The inclination of each of the mirror elements
15 is adjustable, and when the reflection direction of the
beam is controlled by adjusting the inclination, the optical
path of the reflected beam can be set.
[0039] As the body portion 11, a DMD (Digital Micro-
mirror Device) having a plurality of micromirror elements,
each of which is individually actuatable, may be used.
[0040] The intermediate reflection portion 12 includes
a frame 18 which has a plurality of window portions 17
allowing beams to pass therethrough and a plurality of
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intermediate mirrors 19 (19a to 19d) installed in the frame
18.
[0041] The intermediate mirrors 19 are installed at the
surface on the emission direction (the right side in FIGS.
2 and 3) of the frame 18 so that the beam reflected from
the mirror elements 15 is reflected toward another mirror
element 15. The intermediate mirrors 19 are installed with
an interval in the vertical direction in FIGS. 2 and 3. In
the example shown in the drawing, each window portion
17 is formed between the intermediate mirrors 19 which
are adjacent to each other in the vertical direction.
[0042] The optical path conversion optical system 7
converts the optical paths of the beams dispersed by the
grating 5 into different optical paths in accordance with
the mirror elements 15, so that the returned beam L2 can
be incident to any one of the optical fibers 2.
[0043] For example, the returned beam L2 may be in-
cident to the different optical fiber 2 in accordance with
each wavelength. For this reason, the optical path con-
version optical system 7 may function as a switch optical
system. In this case, the optical processing device 10
functions as a wavelength-selective switch.
[0044] Since the optical path conversion optical sys-
tem 7 may control the direction of the beam so as not to
incident to the optical fiber 2, the optical path conversion
optical system may select whether the beam of each
wavelength is individually incident to one of the other
optical fibers 2 or is not incident to any of the other optical
fibers 2.
[0045] For this reason, the optical path conversion op-
tical system 7 may also function as a block optical system.
In this case, the optical processing device 10 functions
as a wavelength blocker.
[0046] The optical path conversion optical system 7
may convert the optical path so that the beam is incident
to the optical fiber 2 by attenuating the beam of each
wavelength with a predetermined attenuation rate. For
example, a beam of a predetermined wavelength may
be incident to the optical fiber 2 while attenuating the
beam by adjusting the reflection amount using the mirror
elements 15.
[0047] For this reason, the optical path conversion op-
tical system 7 may also function as a filter optical system.
In this case, the optical processing device 10 functions
as a wavelength filter.
[0048] As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the beam propa-
gated inside the optical fiber 2 and the beam L1 emitted
from the optical fiber 2 may be a wavelength multiplexed
light containing multiple signal beams having different
wavelengths.
[0049] The beam L1 emitted from the front end surface
2a of the optical fiber 2 is collimated by the lenses 3 and
4 (collimating lenses), and then is dispersed into multiple
beams having different wavelengths by the grating 5.
[0050] The dispersed emitted beams L1 travels toward
the optical path conversion optical system 7 while being
focused by the lens 6 (scan lens).
[0051] As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, in the optical path

conversion optical system 7, the emitted beam L1 passes
through each window portion 17 of the intermediate re-
flection portion 12 and arrives at each mirror element 15,
and the beam reflected from the mirror element 15 travels
toward the intermediate mirror 19.
[0052] For example, as shown in FIG. 3, the beam L1
emitted from the optical fiber 2B is reflected by the mirror
element 15b, and then the reflected beams L3 and L4
having different wavelengths may respectively travel to-
ward the intermediate mirrors 19a and 19b. The point
where the emitted beam L1 is initially reflected by the
mirror element 15 is referred to as a first reflection point
R1 (refer to FIG. 3). In the example, the first reflection
point R1 is the mirror element 15b.
[0053] It is desirable that the focal position of the emit-
ted beam L1 be a first reflection point R1 or a position
close thereto.
[0054] The reflected beams L3 and L4 are respectively
reflected by the intermediate mirrors 19a and 19b, the
reflected beams L5 and L6 respectively travel toward the
mirror elements 15a and 15c to be reflected by the mirror
elements 15a and 15c, and then the reflected beam (re-
turned beam L2) passes through the window portion 17
of the intermediate reflection portion 12 to travel toward
the optical fibers 2A and 2C (output path) (refer to FIG. 2).
[0055] As shown in FIG. 3, the point where the beams
L3 and L4 are reflected by the intermediate mirror 19
(19a and 19b) is referred to as an intermediate reflection
point Ri.
[0056] The point where the beams L5 and L6 reflected
from the intermediate mirror 19 are reflected by the mirror
element 15 is referred to as a second reflection point R2.
In the example, the second reflection point R2 is the mir-
ror elements 15a and 15c.
[0057] As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a returned beam
L2 is collimated by the lens 6, is focused by the lenses
3 and 4, and then is incident to a front end surface 2a of
an optical fiber 2.
[0058] As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the emitted beam
L1 emitted from an optical fiber 2B (an input path) is in-
cident as the returned beam L2 to an optical fiber 2C (an
output path) adjacent to the optical fiber 2B.
[0059] The Pf in the figures indicates a pitch between
the optical fiber 2B (the input path) and the optical path
2C (the output path). The Pd indicates a pitch (a distance
between the optical fibers 2 in the width direction) be-
tween the emitted beam L1 and the returned beam L2.
[0060] As shown in FIG. 6, the pitch Pd between the
emitted beam L1 and the returned beam L2 is dependent
on a distance of an intermediate mirror 19 with respect
to a mirror element 15.
[0061] For example, when the intermediate mirror 19
is located at the position (an intermediate mirror 19A)
depicted by the solid line, if the distance thereof with re-
spect to the mirror element 15 in the optical path direction
(the left/right direction of FIG. 6) is D1, the pitch between
the emitted beam L1 and the returned beam L2 becomes
Pd1.
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[0062] When the intermediate mirror 19 is located at
the position (an intermediate mirror 19B) depicted by the
chain double-dashed line, if the distance between the
mirror element 15 and the intermediate mirror 19 is D2
larger than D1, the pitch between the emitted beam L1
and the returned beam L2 becomes Pd2 larger than Pd1
as depicted by the chain double-dashed line.
[0063] The reason why the pitch Pd varies in accord-
ance with the position of the intermediate mirror 19 is
because the positions of the intermediate reflection point
Ri and the second reflection point R2 varies in accord-
ance with the position of the intermediate mirror 19.
[0064] As shown in FIG. 7, in cases where the pitch
between the emitted beam L1 and the returned beam L2
is Pd1 and the returned beam L2 is incident to the axial
position A1 of the optical fiber 2C, the incident position
of the returned beam L2 is deviated from the axial position
A1 of the optical fiber 2C when the pitch between the
emitted beam L1 and the returned beam L2 is Pd2 as
shown in FIG. 8.
[0065] That is, when an intermediate reflection portion
12 is installed at the returning direction side (the left side
in FIG. 6) of the design position, the intermediate mirror
19 is located at the position of the returning direction side.
Accordingly, the pitch Pd between the emitted beam L1
and the returned beam L2 becomes larger, and thus there
is a concern that a positional deviation of the returned
beam L2 occurs as shown in FIG. 8.
[0066] However, the positional adjustment of the inter-
mediate reflection portion 12 with respect to a body por-
tion 11 may be difficult due to the restriction of the struc-
ture of the optical path conversion optical system 7. In
this case, it is not easy to correct the positional deviation
of the returned beam L2 through the adjustment of the
optical path conversion optical system 7.
[0067] As shown in FIGS. 9 and 10, in the optical
processing device 10, since one or both of the lenses 3
and 4 (the collimating lenses) are movable in the optical
axis direction (the left/right direction in FIGS. 9 and 10),
the pitch Pd between the emitted beam L1 and the re-
turned beam L2 can be adjusted through the positional
adjustment of the lenses 3 and 4. The reason is as fol-
lows.
[0068] An optical imaging ratio is dependent on the dis-
tance B between the first and second lenses 3 and 4.
That is, when the distance B (B1) between the lenses 3
and 4 is comparatively large as shown in FIG. 9, the op-
tical imaging ratio becomes smaller. When the distance
B (B2) between the lenses 3 and 4 becomes smaller as
shown in FIG. 10, the optical imaging ratio becomes larg-
er.
[0069] For this reason, when there is a positional de-
viation of the retuned beam L2 as shown in FIG. 8, the
optical imaging ratio is changed by adjusting the distance
B (B2) between the lenses 3 and 4 as shown in FIG. 10.
Accordingly, the pitch Pd is changed by adjusting the
position of the optical path of the retuned beam L2 as
shown in FIG. 7, whereby the retuned beam L2 can be

incident to the axial position A1 of the optical fiber 2C.
[0070] Accordingly, even when the position of the in-
termediate mirror 19 of the optical path conversion optical
system 7 is misaligned, the output characteristic can be
improved by suppressing the coupling loss.
[0071] In order to obtain the optimal optical imaging
ratio without adversely affecting the collimation of the
lenses 3 and 4, it is necessary to appropriately set the
distance between the optical fiber 2 and the lenses 3 and
4. For this reason, if necessary, the positions of the lenses
3 and 4 may be adjusted to appropriately set the distance
from the optical fiber 2.
[0072] In the example shown in the figures, two lenses
(the lenses 3 and 4) are used as the collimating lenses,
but the number of the collimating lenses may be three or
more. In those cases, a distance between at least two of
the lenses may be adjustable in the optical path direction.
[0073] In cases where only one spherical lens is used
as the collimating lens, there is a concern that the cou-
pling efficiency becomes low due to the influence of
spherical aberration. In contrast, according to the present
invention, since the multiple lenses are used as the col-
limating lenses, the spherical aberration may be reduced
by appropriately setting the distance between the lenses.
[0074] FIG. 11 illustrates an example of a specific con-
figuration of the optical processing device 10. The optical
processing device 10 shown in the drawing includes a
case 21 that is provided with: the beam emission portion
1; the lens 24 (collimating lenses); the gratings 5 which
disperse the beam from the lenses 24; the lens 6 (scan
lens); and the optical path conversion optical system 7.
The symbols 22 and 23 denote the mirrors.
[0075] The number of the optical fibers of the beam
emission portion 1 is not particularly limited, and may be
arbitrarily, for example, three or more. Further, the
number of the mirror elements of the optical path con-
version optical system may be arbitrarily set to one or
more. Furthermore, the number of times of reflecting the
beam in the mirror element and the intermediate mirror
is not limited to the above-described example.

Description of Symbols

[0076]

1: BEAM EMISSION PORTION
2: OPTICAL FIBER
3: THE FIRST LENS (THE FIRST COLLIMATING
LENS)
4: THE SECOND LENS (THE SECOND COLLIMAT-
ING LENS)
5: GRATING (DISPERSION ELEMENT)
6: LENS (CONDENSER LENS)
7: OPTICAL PATH LENGTH CONVERSION OPTI-
CAL SYSTEM
15: MIRROR ELEMENT
19: INTERMEDIATE MIRROR
L1: EMITTED BEAM
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L2: RETURNED BEAM
R1: FIRST REFLECTION POINT
R2: SECOND REFLECTION POINT
Ri: INTERMEDIATE REFLECTION POINT
B, B1, B2: DISTANCE BETWEEN THE FIRST LENS
AND THE SECOND LENS

Claims

1. An optical processing device, comprising:

a plurality of optical ports;
a telescope having an adjustable magnification
for receiving an optical beam received from any
of the optical ports;
a dispersion element for spatially dispersing the
optical beam received from the adjustable opti-
cal arrangement into a plurality of wavelength
components; and
an optical path conversion system for receiving
the plurality of wavelength components and se-
lectively directing at least one of the wavelength
components to a prescribed one of the optical
ports, said optical path conversion system in-
cluding a digital micromirror device (DMD) from
which at least one wavelength component is re-
flected at least twice before being directed to the
prescribed optical port and a reflective element
for receiving the reflected wavelength compo-
nents from the DMD and directing them back
onto the DMD, said magnification of the tele-
scope being adjustable to compensate for vari-
ations in spacing between the DMD and the re-
flecting element.

2. The optical processing device of claim 1 wherein said
magnification of the telescope is adjustable so that
a pitch between the optical beam from one of the
optical ports and the at least one wavelength com-
ponent selectively directed to the prescribed optical
port is adjustable.

3. The optical processing device of claim 1 or 2 wherein
said telescope includes at least two optical elements
that are positionally adjustable with respect to one
another to adjust the magnification.

4. The optical processing device of claim 3 wherein the
two optical elements have a common optical axis
and a distance between at least two of the optical
elements along the common optical axis is user ad-
justable.

5. The optical processing device of claim 3 or 4 wherein
at least one of the optical elements includes a colli-
mating lens.

6. The optical processing device of any of the claims 3
to 5 wherein each of the optical elements includes a
collimating lens.

7. The optical processing device of any of the claims 1
to 6 wherein the reflective element includes a plural-
ity of planar mirrors having reflective surfaces that
face reflective surfaces of the mirror elements of the
DMD.

8. The optical processing device of any of the claims 1
to 7 wherein the optical path conversion system is
configured to selectively direct each of the wave-
length components to a different one of the optical
ports.
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