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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a power supply
and an arc processing power supply including an inverter
circuit that converts DC power into predetermined high
frequency AC power.
[0002] A power supply for an arc processing machine
or the like generates DC power from input AC power and
converts the DC power to high frequency AC power by
performing a switching operation with an inverter circuit.
The power supply uses a welding transformer to adjust
the voltage of the high frequency AC power. Then, a
downstream circuit converts the voltage-adjusted high
frequency AC power to DC output power that is suitable
for arc welding or the like. The output voltage controls
the switching operation of the inverter circuit.
[0003] EP 1 337 033 A2 describes an arc-machining
power supply including a primary rectifier and an inverter
coupled to the rectifier. The inverter includes a pair of
first and fourth switching elements and another pair of
second and third switching elements, the first to fourth
switching elements being connected to form a bridge cir-
cuit for converting a DC voltage to high-frequency AC
voltage.
[0004] US 6 396 722 B2 discloses a DC/AC converter
circuit adapted to determine an operating frequency for
the circuit with a given load.
[0005] JP 2009 017656 A discloses a power supply
system including a change-over switch arranged be-
tween a connection point of first and second smoothing
capacitors and a connection point between seventh and
eighth switching elements in an auxiliary switching circuit.
[0006] Scientific publication Monteiro et al., "Design
principles of a soft-switching cell usable in bridge dc-dc
and dc-ac converters", Power Electronics Specialists
Conference; vol. 4, 23 June 2002, pages 1861-1866,
XP010596020, ISBN: 978-0-7803-7262-7, discloses a
soft switching topology for bridge circuits.
[0007] EP 2 330 729 A1 describes an inverter control
device driving one of two switching circuits with a fixed
conduction width and changing the control method of the
other switching circuit between pulse-width modulation,
a phase control method, and a drive signal width control
method by a phase control method according to an output
state.
[0008] Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No.
2006-280120 describes an example of a power supply
including an inverter circuit configured by two pairs of
switching elements. Two control pulse signals are pro-
vided to the two pair of switching elements so that the
pairs of switching elements are alternately activated and
deactivated. Phase shift modulation (PSM) control is per-
formed so that the phase of the control pulse signal pro-
vided to the first pair of switching elements is shifted from
the phase of the control pulse signal provided to the sec-
ond pair of switching elements. More specifically, the

phase difference between the control pulse signal pro-
vided to the first pair and the control pulse signal provided
to the second pair is controlled (ON pulse width is fixed)
to adjust the time during which corresponding switching
elements of the first and second pairs are simultaneously
activated. This adjusts the average voltage of the high
frequency AC power output from the inverter circuit. In
other words, the output voltage of the power supply is
adjusted.
[0009] Further, the power supply includes a rectifica-
tion-smoothing circuit that converts input AC power to
DC power. An auxiliary switching element is arranged
along a power line between the rectification-smoothing
circuit and the inverter circuit. Activation and deactivation
of the auxiliary switching element is performed in coop-
eration with the switching elements of the inverter cir-
cuits, and charging and discharging of the auxiliary ca-
pacitor is performed accordingly.
[0010] This is referred to as soft switching control and
reduces switching losses in the auxiliary switching ele-
ment and the inverter circuit switching elements.
[0011] When a typical pulse width modulation (PWM)
control is performed so that the output voltage of the pow-
er supply is adjusted to be extremely small, a control
pulse signal having an extremely narrow ON pulse width
is set. This may hinder activation of a switching element
and result in an unstable output or biased magnetization.
[0012] In contrast, when PSM control is performed so
that the output voltage of the power supply is adjusted
to be extremely small, the two control pulse signals have
a large phase difference and a sufficiently wide ON pulse
width. In this case, the pulse width is fixed so that the
maximum output can be generated. This ensures activa-
tion of the switching elements and avoids the problems
of unstable output or biased magnetization.
[0013] However, since the ON pulse width is set to be
sufficiently wide so that the maximum output can be gen-
erated, when the phase difference between two control
pulse signals becomes large, after one of the two switch-
ing elements is deactivated, the activated time of the oth-
er one of the two switching elements becomes long. In
particular, when extremely small output power is re-
quired, the activation time of the other switching element
becomes long. This lengthens the time during which re-
turn current is produced in the inverter circuit. Conduction
loss caused by the return current is increased. Thus, pow-
er is not efficiently used.
[0014] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a power supply and an arc processing power supply that
stabilizes output when the output is low and contributes
to efficient power consumption.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0015] One aspect of the present invention is a power
supply including first and second power lines. An inverter
circuit includes two pairs of switching elements connect-
ed between the first power line and the second power
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line. The inverter circuit performs a switching operation
that alternately activates and deactivates the two pairs
of switching elements, and the inverter circuit converts
input DC power to high frequency AC power. An auxiliary
switching circuit includes an auxiliary switching element
and an auxiliary capacitor. The auxiliary switching ele-
ment is operated in cooperation with the switching oper-
ation of the inverter circuit. The auxiliary switching ele-
ment includes a first terminal connected to the first power
line and a second terminal that receives the DC power.
The auxiliary capacitor is connected between the first
terminal of the auxiliary switching element and the sec-
ond power line. The power supply performs output con-
trol, which controls the switching operation of the inverter
circuit to adjust output power that is supplied to a load,
and soft switching control, which deactivates the auxiliary
switching element before the two pairs of switching ele-
ments to reduce switching loss of the two pairs of switch-
ing elements. A pulse width modulation control unit ad-
justs ON pulse widths of two pairs of control signals re-
spectively provided to the two pairs of switching elements
and adjusts an ON pulse width of an auxiliary control
pulse signal provided to the auxiliary switching element
in accordance with the two pairs of control pulse signals.
A phase shift control unit adjusts a phase difference of
the control pulse signals in each pair provided to the two
pairs of switching elements or adjusts a phase difference
of the two pairs of control pulse signals and the auxiliary
control pulse signal. A control switching unit selectively
switches the pulse width modulation control unit and the
phase shift control unit so that the pulse width modulation
control unit operates when a relatively large output power
is required and the phase shift control means operates
when a relatively small output power is required.
[0016] The phase shift control unit fixes the ON pulse
widths of the two pairs of control pulse signals and the
auxiliary pulse signal to the predetermined pulse width
when a relatively small output power is required and the
ON pulse widths will be smaller than the predetermined
pulse width.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] The invention, together with objects and advan-
tages thereof, may best be understood by reference to
the following description of the presently preferred em-
bodiments together with the accompanying drawings in
which:

Fig. 1 is a circuit diagram of an arc processing power
supply according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;
Figs. 2(a) to 2(c) are voltage-current waveform
charts for different parts of the power supply of the
first embodiment, in which Fig. 2(a) is a chart for a
PWM operation (maximum output), Fig. 2(b) is a
chart for a PWM-PSM boundary operation (small
output), and Fig. 2(c) is for a PSM operation (ex-

tremely small output);
Fig. 3 is a chart illustrating PWM-PSM control in the
first embodiment;
Figs. 4(a) to 4(c) are voltage-current waveform
charts for different parts of a power supply according
to a second embodiment of the present invention, in
which Fig. 4(a) is a chart for a PWM operation (max-
imum output), Fig. 4(b) is a chart for a PWM-PSM
boundary operation (small output), and Fig. 4(c) is
for a PSM operation (extremely small output);
Figs. 5(a) to 5(c) are voltage-current waveform
charts for different parts of a power supply according
to an example of the present invention, in which Fig.
5(a) is a chart for a PWM operation (maximum out-
put), Fig. 5(b) is a chart for a PWM-PSM boundary
operation (small output), and Fig. 5(c) is for a PSM
operation (extremely small output); and
Figs. 6(a) to 6(c) are voltage-current waveform
charts for different parts of a power supply according
to a third embodiment of the present invention, in
which Fig. 6(a) is a chart for a PWM operation (max-
imum output), Fig. 6(b) is a chart for a PWM-PSM
boundary operation (small output), and Fig. 6(c) is
for a PSM operation (extremely small output).

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

First Embodiment

[0018] An arc processing machine according to a first
embodiment of the present invention will now be de-
scribed with reference to the drawings.
[0019] As shown in Fig. 1, the arc processing machine
includes an arc processing power supply 11 that gener-
ates output voltage, which is supplied to a torch TH. This
generates an arc directed from the torch TH to a process-
ing subject M to perform arc processing, such as arc
welding or arc cutting, on the processing subject M.
[0020] The power supply 11 includes a DC conversion
circuit 12, an inverter circuit 13, an auxiliary switching
circuit 14, a transformer INT, and an output conversion
circuit 15.
[0021] The DC conversion circuit 12 includes a rectifi-
cation circuit DR1, which is formed by a diode bridge,
and a smoothing current C1. The DC conversion circuit
12 converts three-phase input AC power, which is sup-
plied from a commercial power supply, to DC power. Fur-
ther, the DC conversion circuit supplies the converted
DC power to the inverter circuit 13 via two power lines
L1 and L2.
[0022] The inverter circuit 13 is formed by a bridge cir-
cuit including two switching elements TR1 and TR2, such
as insulated gate bipolar transistors (IGBTs), arranged
closer to the power line L1, and two switching elements
TR3 and TR4, such as IGBTs, arranged closer to the
power line L2. Freewheeling diodes D1 to D4 are reverse-
ly connected to the switching elements TR1 to TR4, re-
spectively. The gates of the switching elements TR1 to
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TR4 are provided with control pulse signals from a control
circuit 21. The switching elements TR1 and TR4 form
one set, and the switching elements TR2 and TR3 form
another set. The two sets are alternately activated and
deactivated. The activation and deactivation results in
the switching elements TR1 to TR4 converting the input
DC power to high frequency AC power. The converted
high-frequency AC power is supplied to the transformer.
[0023] The auxiliary switching circuit 14 is arranged
between the inverter circuit 13 and the DC conversion
circuit 12 and includes a switching element TR5, such
as an IGBT, an auxiliary capacitor C2, and a freewheeling
diode D5. The freewheeling diode D5 is reverse-connect-
ed to the switching element TR5. The switching element
TR5 and the freewheeling diode D5 are arranged on the
power line L2 at the downstream side of the DC conver-
sion circuit 12. The auxiliary capacitor C2 is arranged
between the downstream side of the switching element
TR5 and the inverter circuit 13 and connected to the pow-
er lines L1 and L2. The gate of the switching element
TR5 receives a control pulse signal from the control circuit
21. The switching element TR5 is activated and deacti-
vated in cooperation with the switching elements TR1 to
TR4 of the inverter circuit 13. As a result, soft switching
is performed thereby reducing switching losses in the
switching elements TR1 to TR4 of the inverter circuit 13
and in the switching element TR5.
[0024] The transformer INT includes a primary coil and
a secondary coil. The primary coil of the transformer INT
is supplied with high frequency AC power from the switch-
ing elements TR1 to TR4. The transformer INT adjusts
the voltage of the high frequency AC power and supplies
high frequency AC power that has been adjusted to a
predetermined voltage from its secondary coil to the out-
put conversion circuit 15.
[0025] The output conversion circuit 15 includes a rec-
tification circuit DR2 and a DC reactor DCL. The rectifi-
cation circuit DR2 includes two diodes. The anodes of
the two diodes are respectively connected to the two ends
of the secondary coil in the transformer INT. The cath-
odes of the diodes are connected to the DC reactor DCL.
The DC reactor DCL is arranged on an output line L3.
An output line L4 is connected to an intermediate point
of the secondary coil in the transformer INT. The output
conversion circuit 15 converts the high frequency AC
power from the transformer INT to DC output power,
which is suitable for arc processing, with the rectification
circuit DR2 and the DC reactor DCL.
[0026] The torch TH is connected to the output line L3,
and the processing subject M is connected to the output
line L4. The output power supplied to the torch TH
through the output line L3 generates an arc between the
torch TH and the processing subject M to perform arc
processing, such as arc welding or arc cutting, on the
processing subject M. The control circuit 21 controls the
switching of the inverter circuit 13 to adjust the output
power.
[0027] The control circuit 21 performs switching control

in which the inverter circuit 13 cooperates with the aux-
iliary switching circuit 14. More specifically, the power
supply 11 includes a detection sensor (not shown) that
detects the actual values of the present output voltage
and output current. Based on the detection value (actual
value) of the detection sensor, the control circuit 21 per-
forms switching control to obtain an output voltage that
is suitable for the present state.
[0028] The control circuit 21 includes a difference cal-
culation unit 22, a control switching unit 23, a pulse width
calculation unit 24, and a phase difference calculation
unit 25.
[0029] As shown in Figs. 1 to 3, the difference calcu-
lation unit 22 of the control circuit 21 calculates a differ-
ence X between the present target value and actual val-
ue.
[0030] Based on the calculated difference X from the
actual value, the control switching unit 23 of the control
circuit 21 determines a switching control method for the
inverter circuit 13. More specifically, when the calculated
difference X is greater than a predetermined value (Xa),
the control switching unit 23 performs pulse width mod-
ulation (PWM) control in the inverter circuit 13. When a
small output voltage or a large output voltage is required
by the power supply 11, the control switching unit 23 per-
forms pulse width modulation (PWM) control. Based on
the calculated difference X from the actual value, the
pulse width calculation unit 24 of the control circuit 21
calculates an ON pulse width Wm of the switching ele-
ments TR1 to TR4 in the inverter circuit 13. Based on the
calculated ON pulse width Wm, the pulse width calcula-
tion unit 24 calculates an ON pulse width Ws of the switch-
ing element TR5 in the auxiliary switching circuit 14.
When the calculated difference X increases, the ON
pulse widths Wm and Ws are set to be wide. When the
difference X from the actual value is small, the ON pulse
widths Wm and Ws are set to be narrow. When the cal-
culated difference X from the actual value reaches the
predetermined value Xa, which is the lower limit value
during PWM control, the ON pulse widths Wm and Ws
are respectively set to minimum pulse widths Wm0 and
Ws0, which are predetermined narrow pulse widths.
[0031] During PWM control, in the inverter circuit 13,
the switching elements TR1 and TR4 of one set are si-
multaneously activated and deactivated, and the switch-
ing elements TR2 and R3 of the other set are simultane-
ously activated and deactivated. More specifically, during
PWM control, the control circuit 21 provides each of the
set of the switching elements TR1 and TR4 and the set
of the switching elements TR2 and TR3 with two control
pulse signals having the same ON pulse switch Wm and
no phase difference. Further, the switching element TR5
of the auxiliary switching circuit 14 is simultaneously ac-
tivated with the switching elements TR1 and TR4 and
the switching elements TR2 and TR3. The switching el-
ement TR5 is deactivated before the switching elements
TR1 to TR4. The control circuit 21 sets the ON pulse
width Ws for the switching element TR5 to be narrower
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than the ON pulse width Wm for the switching elements
TR1 to TR4 so that the rising edge of the ON pulse for
the switching element TR5 conforms with the rising edge
of each ON pulse for the switching elements TR1 to TR4
and so that the falling edge of the ON pulse for the switch-
ing element TR5 is earlier by a predetermined time than
the falling edge of each ON pulse for the switching ele-
ments TR1 to TR4 (so that discharging of the auxiliary
capacitor C2 is sufficiently or completely performed).
[0032] Thus, when the difference X from the actual val-
ue becomes small and the ON pulse widths Wm and Ws
become narrow, a control signal having a narrow ON
pulse width is set particularly for the switching element
TR5 of the auxiliary switching circuit 14. As a result, the
switching element TR5 may not be sufficiently activated.
Accordingly, in the present embodiment, when calculat-
ing the predetermined value Xa, which is the lower limit
value of the PWM control, the ON pulse width Ws of the
control signal is set to the minimum pulse width Ws0,
which is the lower limit allowing for sufficient activation
of the switching element TR5.
[0033] In a range in which the difference X from the
actual value is smaller than the predetermined value Xa,
that is, when the power supply 11 requires an extremely
small output voltage), the control switching unit 23 of the
control circuit 21 switches the switching control of the
inverter circuit 13 from PWM control to phase shift mod-
ulation (PSM) control. In this case, the phase of a control
pulse signal provided to one of the switching elements
in each set is referred to as a reference phase, and the
phase of a control pulse signal provided to the other one
of the switching elements in each set is referred to as a
control phase. More specifically, the phase of a control
pulse signal provided to each of the switching elements
TR1 and TR3 is referred to as the reference phase, and
the phase of a control pulse signal provided to each the
switching elements TR4 and TR2 is referred to as the
control phase. In this embodiment, the control pulse sig-
nals corresponding to the control phases are delayed by
phase difference a from the control pulse signals corre-
sponding to the reference phases so that the activation
and deactivation of the switching elements TR4 and TR2
are delayed from the activation and deactivation of the
switching elements TR1 and TR3. The phase difference
calculation unit 25 of the control circuit 21 calculates the
difference X based on the phase difference α. The phase
difference α of the control pulse signal corresponding to
the control phase from the control pulse signal corre-
sponding to the reference phase is set to between zero
(during PWM control) and a maximum phase difference
αx so that the difference X from the actual value becomes
smaller from the predetermined value Xa. The pulse
width calculation unit 24 of the control circuit 21 fixes the
ON pulse widths Wm and Ws of the switching elements
TR1 to TR4 in the inverter circuit 13 and the switching
element TR5 in the auxiliary switching circuit 14 to min-
imum pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0, respectively.
[0034] Consequently, the switching elements TR4 and

TR2 corresponding to the control phases are delayed by
the phase difference α from the switching elements TR1,
TR3, and TR5 while holding the ON pulses of the control
signals for the switching elements TR1 to TR5 at the min-
imum pulse widths Wm and Ws0 that allow sufficient ac-
tivation. This adjusts the time at which the switching el-
ements TR4 and TR2 corresponding to the control phase
are simultaneously activated and the time at which the
switching elements TR1 and TR3 are simultaneously ac-
tivated and thereby adjusts the extremely small output.
[0035] The control circuit 21 performs the soft switch-
ing control that reduces switching losses of the switching
element TR5 and the switching elements TR1 to TR4 by
operating the switching element TR5 of the auxiliary
switching circuit 14 in cooperation with the PWM control
or PSM control of the switching elements TR1 to TR4 in
the inverter circuit 13. The details of the soft switching
will now be described.
[0036] The various controls performed by the control
circuit 21 of the present embodiment will now be de-
scribed with reference to Figs. 2(a) to 2(c) that show the
voltage and current waveform at different parts. Figs. 2(a)
to 2(c) each illustrate one control cycle, and one half of
the cycle during which the switching elements TR1 and
TR4 are activated is finely divided into periods t1 to t10.
Periods t1 to t10 are indicated by only numbers at the
lower parts of Figs. 2(a) to 2(c). Further, TR1(VGE) to
TR5(VGE) indicate control pulse signals (gate voltages)
supplied to the switching elements TR1 to TR5. C2(V)
indicates the voltage between the terminals of the auxil-
iary capacitor C2. TR1(VCE) and TR4(VCE) indicate the
voltages between the terminals of the switching elements
TR1 and TR4. TR1(Ic) and TR4(Ic) indicate the current
flowing through the switching elements TR1 and TR4.
INT(V) and INT(I) are the voltage between the terminals
of the primary coil in the transformer INT and the current
flowing through the coil.

[PWM Control]

[0037] Fig. 2(a) shows a case in which a large output
is required, and the ON pulse width Wm of the switching
elements TR1 and TR4 continues from periods t2 to t8.
[0038] Period t1 is a dead time period. Thus, the switch-
ing elements TR1, TR4, and TR5 remain deactivated dur-
ing period t1. Here, the auxiliary capacitor C2 is in a
charged state, and the voltage between the terminals of
the auxiliary capacitor C2 is equal to the voltage between
the terminals of the DC conversion circuit 12.
[0039] During period t2, the switching elements TR1
and TR4 of the inverter circuit 13 and the switching ele-
ment TR5 of the auxiliary switching circuit 14 are simul-
taneously activated. In this state, due to the leakage in-
ductance at the primary coil of the transformer INT, the
current applied to the switching elements TR1, TR4, and
TR5 rises gradually from zero. Thus, the switching ele-
ments TR1, TR4, and TR5 are activated by a zero or
extremely small current (hereafter, referred to as zero
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current). This reduces the switching losses of the switch-
ing elements TR1, TR4, and TR5. Further, since the volt-
age between the terminals of the DC conversion circuit
12 is equal to the voltage between the terminals of the
auxiliary capacitor C2, the switching element TR5 is ac-
tivated by a zero or extremely small voltage (hereafter
referred to as zero voltage). This further reduces the
switching loss. When the switching elements TR1, TR4,
and TR5 are activated, the DC power from the DC con-
version circuit is supplied to the primary coil of the trans-
former INT via the switching elements TR5 and the
switching elements TR1 and TR4.
[0040] During periods t3 to t8, the switching elements
TR1 and TR4 in the inverter circuit 13 and the switching
element TR5 in the auxiliary switching circuit 14 are con-
tinuously activated from period t2. The DC power from
the DC conversion circuit 12 is continuously supplied to
the primary coil of the transformer INT. Thus, the output
voltage of the power supply 11 generated from the sec-
ondary coil of the transformer INT becomes large.
[0041] During period t9, the switching element TR5 of
the auxiliary switching circuit 14 is deactivated before the
switching elements TR1 and TR4 of the inverter circuit
13. In this state, the voltage between the terminals of the
DC conversion circuit 12 is equal to the voltage between
the terminals of the auxiliary capacitor C2. Thus, the
switching element TR5 is deactivated by a zero voltage
and switching loss is reduced. Based on the deactivation
of the switching element TR5, the supply of DC power
from the DC conversion circuit 12 to the downstream side
is stopped, and the supply of DC current from the charged
auxiliary capacitor C2 to the transformer INT is continued.
During period t9, the discharging of the auxiliary capacitor
C2 gradually decreases the voltage between the termi-
nals of the auxiliary capacitor C2. During the next period,
the voltage between the terminals becomes zero or ex-
tremely small. This decreases the voltage between the
terminals of the primary coil in the transformer INT. The
current flowing through the primary coil of the transformer
INT is maintained.
[0042] During period t10, the switching element TR1
and TR4 of the inverter circuit 13 are deactivated. In this
state, the auxiliary capacitor C2 is discharged from period
t9. Thus, the switching elements TR1 and TR4 are de-
activated by a zero voltage, and the switching losses of
the switching elements TR1 and TR4 are reduced. The
deactivation of the switching elements TR1 and TR4 ac-
cumulates electromagnetic energy in the primary coil
(leakage inductance) of the transformer INT. The accu-
mulated electromagnetic energy generates return cur-
rent that flows via the freewheeling diodes D3 and D2
and charges the auxiliary capacitor C2. The voltage be-
tween the terminals of the auxiliary capacitor C2 is
charged to the same voltage as the voltage between the
terminals of the DC conversion circuit 12 until period t10
ends. Then, the return current gradually decreases.
When the electromagnetic energy accumulated in the
primary coil (leakage inductance) of the transformer INT

is insufficient, a reactor is inserted in series with the pri-
mary coil of the transformer INT.
[0043] In this manner, the half of the cycle in which the
switching elements TR1 and TR4 operate ends. In the
next half of the cycle, the switching elements TR2 and
TR3 operate. Accordingly, the set of the switching ele-
ments TR1 and TR4 and the set of the switching elements
TR2 and TR3 are alternately switched between an acti-
vated state and a deactivated state.
[0044] Fig. 2(b) shows a case in which a small output
is required, and PWM control is performed between the
boundary of PWM control and PSM control. More spe-
cifically, the ON pulse width Wm of the control signals
for the switching elements TR1 and TR4 is set to the
minimum pulse width Wm0 and continued during the pe-
riods t2 to t4. The ON pulse width of the control signal
for the switching elements TR5 is set to the minimum
pulse width Ws0 and continued during the periods t2 to t3.
[0045] Period t1 is a dead time period. Thus, the switch-
ing elements TR1, TR4, and TR5 are deactivated during
period t1. Here, the auxiliary capacitor C2 is in a charged
state.
[0046] During period t2, the switching elements TR1
and TR4 of the inverter circuit 13 and the switching ele-
ment TR5 of the auxiliary switching circuit 14 are simul-
taneously activated. The switching elements TR1 and
TR4 are activated by a zero current. The switching ele-
ment TR5 is activated by a zero current or a zero voltage.
This reduces the switching losses of the switching ele-
ments TR1, TR4, and TR5. When the switching elements
TR1, TR4, and TR5 are activated, the DC power from
the DC conversion circuit is supplied to the primary coil
of the transformer INT.
[0047] During period t3, the switching elements TR1
and TR4 in the inverter circuit 13 and the switching ele-
ment TR5 in the auxiliary switching circuit 14 are contin-
uously activated from period t2. Thus, DC power is sup-
plied for a shorter time than Fig. 2(a). In other words, the
output voltage of the power supply 11 generated from
the secondary coil of the transformer INT is smaller than
that of Fig. 2(a).
[0048] During period t4, the switching element TR5 of
the auxiliary switching circuit 14 is deactivated before the
switching elements TR1 and TR4 of the inverter circuit
13. The switching element TR5 is deactivated by a zero
voltage and switching loss is reduced. When the switch-
ing element TR5 is deactivated, the supply of DC power
from the DC conversion circuit 12 to the downstream side
is stopped, and the auxiliary capacitor C2 is discharged.
[0049] During period t5, the switching elements TR1
and TR4 of the inverter circuit 13 are deactivated. In this
state, the switching elements TR1 and TR4 are deacti-
vated by a zero voltage, and switching losses of the
switching elements TR1 and TR4 are reduced. Further,
return current that flows through the freewheeling diodes
D3 and D2 is generated, and the auxiliary capacitor C2
is charged.
[0050] During periods t6 to t10, the switching elements
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TR1, TR4, and TR5 remain deactivated. Thus, the output
voltage is not generated during periods t6 to t10.
[0051] In this manner, the half of the cycle in which the
switching elements TR1 and TR4 operate ends. In the
next half of the cycle, the switching elements TR2 and
TR3 operate.
[0052] During PWM control, the ON pulse width Wm
of the control signals for the switching elements TR1 to
TR4 is changed during periods t2 to t4 based on the dif-
ference X from the actual value to adjust the output volt-
age. At the same time, the ON pulse width Ws of the
control signal for the switching element TR5 is changed
between a width of periods t2 to t3 and a width of periods
t2 to t8. Even if the ON pulse widths Wm and Ws are set
to the minimum pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0, the switch-
ing elements TR1 to TR4 and, in particular, the switching
element TR5 can be activated sufficiently. When the ON
pulse widths Wm and Ws are set to less than the minimum
pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0, PSM control is performed.

[PSM Control]

[0053] Fig. 2(c) shows a case in which an extremely
small output is required and PSM control is performed.
The control signal for the switching element TR1 corre-
sponding to the reference phase is set to have an ON
pulse width Wm extending between periods t2 to t4, and
the control signal for the switching element TR4 corre-
sponding to the control phase is set to have an ON pulse
width Wm extending between periods t3 to t5. The min-
imum pulse width Wm0 is maintained for the switching
element TR1 corresponding to the reference phase and
the switching element TR4 corresponding to the control
phase. Thus, the ON pulse of the switching element TR4
corresponding to the control phase is phase-shifted from
periods t2 to t4 to periods t3 to t5. This produces a phase
difference α. The ON pulse width Ws of the control signal
for the switching element TR5 is set to the minimum pulse
width Ws0 that continues during period t2 to t3. This main-
tains the minimum pulse width Ws0.
[0054] Period t1 is a dead time period. Thus, the switch-
ing elements TR1, TR4, and TR5 are deactivated during
period t1, and the auxiliary capacitor C2 is in a charged
state.
[0055] During period t2, the switching element TR1,
which corresponds to the reference phase in the inverter
circuit 13, and the switching element TR5 of the auxiliary
switching circuit 14 are simultaneously activated. In this
state, the switching element TR4 corresponding to the
control phase remains deactivated. Thus, the switching
element TR1 is activated by zero current, and the switch-
ing element TR5 is activated by zero current or zero volt-
age. This reduces switching losses in the switching ele-
ments TR1 and TR5. Since the switching elements TR1
and TR5 are activated and the switching element TR4 is
deactivated, the supply of DC power from the DC con-
version circuit 12 to the transformer INT is not started.
[0056] During period t3, the switching element TR4

corresponding to the control phase is activated. In this
state, the leakage inductance at the primary coil of the
transformer INT activates the switching element TR4 with
zero current and reduces the switching loss. The switch-
ing elements TRR1 and TR5 have been activated in pe-
riod t2, and the switching element TR4 is activated in
period t3. Thus, DC power from the DC conversion circuit
is supplied to the primary coil of the transformer INT. In
this manner, DC power is supplied from the DC conver-
sion circuit 12 to the primary coil of the transformer INT
in a period that is further shorter than the case shown in
Fig. 2(b). Thus, the output power of the power supply 11
is extremely small.
[0057] During period t4, the switching element TR5 of
the auxiliary switching circuit 14 is deactivated before the
switching elements TR1 and TR4 of the inverter circuit
13. The switching element TR5 is deactivated by a zero
voltage. This reduces a switching loss. When the switch-
ing element TR5 is deactivated, the charged auxiliary
capacitor C2 continues to supply DC power to the trans-
former INT. This discharges the auxiliary capacitor C2.
[0058] During period t5, the switching element TR1
corresponding to the reference phase in the inverter cir-
cuit 13 is deactivated before the switching element TR4
corresponding to the control phase. The discharging of
the auxiliary capacitor C2 deactivates the switching ele-
ment TR1 with zero voltage. This reduces switching loss.
In this state, return current flows through the switching
element TR4 and the freewheeling diode D3. However,
the auxiliary capacitor C2 is not charged and remains in
a discharged state.
[0059] During period t6, the switching element TR4
corresponding to the control phase is deactivated. Here,
the auxiliary capacitor C2 is still in a discharged state.
Thus, the switching element TR4 is deactivated by a zero
voltage, and the switching loss is reduced. The deacti-
vation of the switching element TR4 switches the path in
which return current flows through the freewheeling di-
odes D3 and D2 and charges the auxiliary capacitor C2.
[0060] During periods t7 to t10, the switching elements
TR1, TR4, and TR5 remain deactivated. Thus, the output
voltage is not generated during periods t7 to t10.
[0061] In this manner, the half of the cycle in which the
switching elements TR1 and TR4 operate ends. In the
next half of the cycle, the switching elements TR2 and
TR3 operate.
[0062] During PSM control, the ON pulse width Wm of
the control signals for the switching elements TR1 to TR4
and the ON pulse width Ws of the control signal for the
switching element TR5 are fixed to the minimum pulse
widths Wm0 and Ws0. Further, by changing the phase
difference α between the control pulse signal corre-
sponding to the reference phase, which is calculated
based on the difference X from the actual value, and the
control pulse signal corresponding to the control phase,
the output voltage is adjusted when an extremely small
output is required. Accordingly, the switching elements
TR1 to TR4 and, in particular, the switching element TR5
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can still be sufficiently activated.
[0063] During period t5, the switching element TR1
(TR3) is deactivated, the switching element TR4 (TR2)
is activated, and return current flows through the switch-
ing element TR4 (TR2) and the freewheeling diode D3
(D1). As a result, current flows to the primary coil of the
transformer INT in the same manner as in Fig. 2(b). How-
ever, in the case of Fig. 2(c), the voltage between the
terminals of the primary coil in the transformer INT de-
creases before the case shown in Fig. 2(b). This reduces
the output power of the power supply 11 and generates
an extremely small output as required.
[0064] When performing PSM control, the switching el-
ement TR5 is set to the minimum pulse width Ws that
allows for sufficient activation of the switching element
TR5. The control pulse signal is set to the minimum pulse
width Wm0 of the switching elements TR1 to TR4 corre-
sponding to the minimum pulse width Ws0 and phase-
shifted. Thus, the switching element TR1 (TR3) is deac-
tivated, the switching element TR4 (TR2) is activated,
and return current flows through the switching element
TR4 (TR2) and the freewheeling diode D3 (D1). As a
result, the return current is limited to an extremely short
time of only period t5. This allows for reduction in con-
ductance loss of the return current and lowers power con-
sumption.
[0065] In this manner, in the power supply 11 of the
present embodiment, when an output power in which the
difference X from the actual value is greater than the
predetermined value Xa is required, PWM control is per-
formed on the inverter circuit 13 to adjust the ON pulse
width Wm of the control pulse signal. When an extremely
small output power in which the difference X from the
actual value is smaller than the predetermined value Xa
is required, PSM control is performed on the inverter cir-
cuit 13 using a control pulse signal having the minimum
pulse width Wm0 for PWM control. This ensures activa-
tion of the switching elements TR1 to TR4 of the inverter
circuit 13 and the switching element TR5 of the auxiliary
switching circuit 14 corresponding to the control pulse
signal having a particularly narrow ON pulse width, even
when an extremely small output is required. In addition,
the output is stabilized, and biased magnetization does
not occur. Further, the control pulse signal having the
minimum pulse width Wm0 is phase-shifted. Thus, the
time during which return current is generated in the in-
verter circuit 13 can be shortened, and conductance loss
of the return current can be reduced.
[0066] In the arc processing power supply 11 of the
present embodiment, due to its characteristics, when an
extremely small output is required such that PSM control
is performed, a large output current is often generated,
and the time during which return current is generated in
the inverter circuit 13 tends to be long. In the present
embodiment, the ON pulse width Wm is set to the mini-
mum pulse width Wm0. This effectively reduces such
return current and is particularly effective for the arc
processing power supply 11.

[0067] The present embodiment has the advantages
described below.

(1) The control circuit 21 includes the pulse width
calculation unit 24, which is used to perform PWM
control, and a phase difference calculation unit 25,
which is used to perform PSM control. The control
switching unit 23 of the control circuit 21 performs
PWM control when the required output power is such
that control pulse signals having ON pulse widths
Wm and Ws that are longer than a predetermined
pulse width allowing for sufficient activation of the
switching elements TR1 to TR5 in the inverter circuit
13 and the auxiliary switching circuit 14, namely, the
minimum pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0 in the preset
embodiment. When an extremely small output is re-
quired such that control pulse signals are set to have
ON pulse widths Wm and Ws that are smaller than
the minimum pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0, the control
switching unit 23 fixes the ON pulse widths Wm and
Ws to the minimum pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0, and
in this state, switches to PSM control that adjusts the
phase of the control pulse signal. More specifically,
during PWM control, when an extremely small output
that sets the ON pulse widths Wm and Ws of the
control pulse widths to be smaller than the minimum
pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0, continuance of the
PWM control may hinder activation of the switching
elements TR1 to TR4 in the inverter circuit 13 and,
in particular, the switching element TR5 of the aux-
iliary switching circuit 14. Thus, when an extremely
small output is required, PWM control is switched to
PSM control that fixes the ON pulse widths Wm and
Ws of the control pulse signal to the minimum pulse
widths Wm0 and Ws0 when an extremely small out-
put is required. Accordingly, activation of the switch-
ing elements TR1 to TR5 is ensured while maintain-
ing the ON pulse widths Wm and Ws at the minimum
pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0. This obtains a stable
output when an extremely small output is required.
Further, when PSM control is performed, in the set
of the switching elements TR1 and TR4 and the set
of the switching elements TR2 and TR3 in the invert-
er circuit, after one of the switching elements (TR1
and TR3) in each set is deactivated, there is time
during which only the other one of the switching el-
ements (TR4 and TR2) in each set is activated. This
generates return current in the inverter circuit 13.
Conductance loss of the return current hinders effi-
cient power consumption. However, the ON pulse
width Wm is set to the minimum pulse width Wm0,
and the time during which return current is generated
can be sufficiently shortened. This sufficiently reduc-
es conductance loss of the return current and lowers
power consumption.
(2) In the PSM control of the present embodiment,
the phase of the control pulse signal sent to the in-
verter circuit 13 as the reference phase (switching
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elements TR1 and TR3) is fixed in the same manner
as the phase of the control pulse signal set to the
auxiliary switching element. Thus, only the control
pulse signal corresponding to the control phase
(switching elements TR4 and TR2) are phase-ad-
justed. In other words, only one control pulse signal
needs to be phase-adjusted. This facilitates phase
adjustment.
(3) The reference phase of the control pulse signal
for each of the switching elements TR1 and TR3 out-
put to the inverter circuit 13 rises immediately after
the dead time period (period t1). The control phase
of the control pulse signal for each of the switching
elements TR4 and TR2 is delayed from the reference
phase. The control pulse signal output to the auxiliary
switching circuit 14 output to the control pulse signal
rises when the control pulse signal corresponding to
the reference phase rises. The control pulse signal
output to the auxiliary switching circuit 14 is set to
have a narrower ON pulse width than the control
pulse signal output to the inverter circuit 13. In this
case, by setting a wider ON pulse width, the output
can be lowered and the frequency can be increased.
(4) The predetermined narrow pulse width used to
determine switching from PWM control to PSM con-
trol is set to the minimum pulse widths Wm0 and
Ws0 in the present embodiment to allow sufficient
activation of the switching elements TR1 to TR5 in
the inverter circuit 13 and the auxiliary switching cir-
cuit 14. This minimizes shifting to the PSM control
and minimizes the return current produced in the in-
verter circuit 13 during PSM control. Thus, power
consumption is lowered.
(5) The PWM control of the present embodiment
changes the ON pulse width Wm of the two control
pulse signals corresponding to the reference phase
and control phase output to the inverter circuit 13 in
the same manner. Thus, a common control pulse
signal can be used for the reference phase and the
control phase, and the control circuit 21 can be sim-
plified.

[0068] The first embodiment may be modified as de-
scribed below.
[0069] In the PSM control of the first embodiment, the
control phase of the control pulse signal for the switching
elements TR4 and TR2 is delayed from the reference
phase of the control pulse signal output to the inverter
circuit 13 for the switching elements TR1 and TR3. In-
stead, the control phase may be advanced from the ref-
erence phase as long as the dead time period allows
such advancement.
[0070] In the PSM control of the first embodiment, the
reference phase of the control pulse signal output to the
inverter circuit 13 for the reference phases TR1 and TR3
is fixed, and the control phase of the control pulse signal
for the switching elements TR4 and TR2 is shifted. How-
ever, the shifted subject may be changed. Further, the

shifted subject may be changed during PSM control. In
addition, the control phase and the reference phase may
both be shifted for the control pulse signals of the switch-
ing elements TR1 to TR4.
[0071] In the PSM control of the first embodiment, the
phase of the control pulse signal output to the auxiliary
switching circuit 14 is fixed but may be shifted. During
such shifting, the ON pulse width Ws may be changed
as long as the ON pulse width Ws ensures sufficient ac-
tivation.
[0072] In the first embodiment, the predetermined nar-
row pulse width used to determine switching from PWM
control to PSM control is set to the minimum pulse widths
Wm0 and Ws0. However, the predetermined narrow
pulse width does not have to be a minimum and may be
a pulse width that is narrow for a certain degree.
[0073] The configuration of the power supply 11 in the
first embodiment may be changed by a certain degree.
For example, the switching element TR5 of the switching
circuit 14 is arranged on the power supply line L2 but
may be arranged on the power supply line L1 or be ar-
ranged on both of the power supply lines L1 and L2. The
output conversion circuit 15 is configured by the rectifi-
cation circuit DR2 and the DC reactor DCL. However,
the configuration may be changed in accordance with
the load. Further, the DC conversion circuit 12 is used to
convert the AC input power from a commercial power
supply into AD power. However, the DC conversion cir-
cuit 12 may be eliminated if the input is DC power. Alter-
natively, a voltage conversion circuit may be used in-
stead.
[0074] The power supply 11 of the first embodiment is
an arc processing power supply but may be another type
of a power supply.

Second Embodiment

[0075] A second embodiment of the present invention
will now be described with reference to the drawings. In
the present embodiment, the power supply 11 shown in
Fig. 1 performs the control shown in Fig. 4 with the control
circuit 21.
[0076] As shown in Figs. 4(a) and 4(b), during a period
in which PWM control is performed when a large output
or small output is required, PWM control is performed by
changing the ON pulse width Wm of the two control pulse
signals for the switching elements TR1 and TR4 of the
same set in the inverter circuit 13 in the same manner
as the first embodiment and also by changing the ON
pulse width Wm of the two control pulse signals for the
switching elements TR2 and TR3 in the same manner.
The control pulse signal output to the switching element
TR5 of the auxiliary switching circuit 14 rises at the same
time as the control pulse signal output to the inverter cir-
cuit 13 and falls before the control pulse signal output to
the inverter circuit 13.
[0077] As shown in Fig. 4(c), if PSM control is per-
formed when an extremely small output is required, the
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four control pulse signals output to the inverter circuit 13
has a constant fixed pulse width Wm0, which is switched
from PWM control to PSM control, and a constant phase.
That is, the two control pulse signals for the switching
elements TR1 and TR4 in the same set are set to the
same ON pulse having no phase difference even during
PSM control. In contrast, the control pulse signal output
to the switching element TR5 of the auxiliary switching
circuit 14 has a constant minimum pulse width Ws0 that
switches from PWM control to PSM control. Further, the
phase of the control pulse signal output to the switching
element TR5 is advanced from the phase of the control
pulse signal output to the inverter circuit 13. The setting
of the advanced shifting amount (phase difference α) is
calculated based on the difference X between the present
target value and actual value.
[0078] Accordingly, during PSM control in which an ex-
tremely small output is required, activation is ensured for
the switching elements TR1 to TR5 of the inverter circuit
13 and the auxiliary switching circuit 14. Further, a de-
crease in the conductance time (power transmission
time) resulting from the phase adjustment in the inverter
circuit 13 and the auxiliary switching circuit 14 allows for
the extremely small output as required.
[0079] The activation and deactivation of the switching
element TR5 in the auxiliary switching circuit 14 is ad-
vanced but the soft switching operation of the switching
element TR5 is maintained. This reduces switching loss-
es in the switching elements TR1 to TR5 of the inverter
circuit 13 and the auxiliary switching circuit 14.
[0080] The present embodiment has the advantages
described below.

(1) The PSM control of the present embodiment fixes
the phases of the four control pulse signals output
to the switching elements TR1 to TR4 of the inverter
circuit 13 and advances the phase of the control
pulse signal output to the switching element TR5 of
the auxiliary switching circuit 14. In the same manner
as the first embodiment, the ON pulse widths Wm
and Ws are maintained at the minimum pulse widths
Wm0 and Ws0 that ensure activation of the switching
elements TR1 to TR5 in inverter circuit 13 and the
auxiliary switching circuit 14. Thus, the output is sta-
bilized even when a small output is required and PSM
control is performed. Further, return current is pro-
duced even when such PSM control is performed.
However, the ON pulse widths Wm and Ws are set
to the minimum pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0. This
sufficiently shortens the time during which the return
current is produced, reduces the conductance loss
of the return current, and lowers power consumption.
(2) The PSM control of the present embodiment only
adjusts the phase of the control pulse signal output
to the auxiliary switching circuit 14. In other words,
only one control pulse signal needs to be phase-
adjusted. This facilitates phase adjustment.

Example

[0081] An example of the present invention will now be
described with reference to the drawings. The present
example slightly differs from the second embodiment in
the control that is performed as shown in Fig. 5.
[0082] As shown in Fig. 5, regardless of whether the
PWM control or PSM control is performed, the ON pulse
width Wm of the control pulse signals output to the switch-
ing elements TR1 and TR3 of the inverter circuit 13 cor-
responding to the reference phases and are constantly
fixed to the maximum width Wmx. During PWM control,
the ON pulse width Wm of the control pulse signals for
the switching elements TR4 and TR2 corresponding to
the control phases are changed. During PSM control, the
phase of the control pulse signal output to the auxiliary
switching circuit 14 is adjusted.
[0083] The present example has the advantages de-
scribed below.

(1) The present example stabilizes output when an
extremely small output is required and lowers power
consumption.
(2) In the PWM control of the present example the
two control pulse signals output to the switching el-
ements TR1 and TR3 in the inverter circuit 13 and
corresponding to the reference phases have the con-
stant maximum width Wmx. Further, the ON pulse
width Wm of the two control pulse signals for the
switching elements TR4 and TR2 corresponding to
the reference phase is changed. This eliminates the
need for resetting the ON pulse width Wm of the
control pulse signal corresponding to the reference
phase. Thus, the generation of the control pulse sig-
nal is facilitated.

Third Embodiment

[0084] A third embodiment of the present invention will
now be described with reference to the drawings. The
present embodiment slightly differs from the second em-
bodiment in the control that is performed as shown in Fig.
6.
[0085] As shown in Fig. 6, in the PSM control of the
third embodiment, the phases of the four control pulse
signals output to the switching elements TR1 to TR4 in
the inverter circuit 13 are fixed. The phase of the control
pulse signal output to the switching element TR5 of the
auxiliary switching circuit 14 is delayed from phases of
the switching elements TR1 to TR4. The setting of the
shifting amount (phase difference α) to the delayed
phase is calculated based on the difference X between
the present target value and actual value in the same
manner as the first and second embodiments.
[0086] The third embodiment has the advantages de-
scribed below.

(1) The third embodiment also stabilizes output when
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an extremely small output is required. In the PSM
control of the third embodiment, the activation and
deactivation of the switching element TR5 of the aux-
iliary switching circuit 14 is slower than the activation
and deactivation of the switching elements TR1 to
TR4 of the inverter circuit 13 that operates in corre-
spondence with the switching element TR5. Thus, a
soft switching operation is not performed, and a
switching loss cannot be reduced. However, the
PSM control is performed when the output is low and
the amount of involved power is small. Further, the
switching loss reduction effect of the soft switching
operation is extremely small. This lowers power con-
sumption.

[0087] The second and third embodiments may be
modified as described below. In the second embodiment,
the phases of the control pulse signals output to the aux-
iliary switching circuit 14 are shifted to PSM control. How-
ever, the control phases of the control pulse signals for
the switching elements TR4 and TR2 of the inverter circuit
13 may be shifted in the same manner as in the first
embodiment.
[0088] The modifications of the first embodiment may
be applied to the second and third embodiments.
[0089] In the second and third embodiments, the
switching of PWM control and PSM control is performed
based on the ON pulse widths Wm and Ws (minimum
pulse widths Wm0 and Ws0) of the control pulse signals.
However, the switching of the controls is not limited in
such a manner. For example, the control may be switched
based on a target value set by a user of an arc processing
machine. More specifically, when large output to small
output is set, PWM control is performed, and when set
to extremely small output, PSM control is performed.
Such switching may also be applied to the first embodi-
ment.

Claims

1. A power supply (11) comprising:

first and second power lines (L1, L2);
an inverter circuit (13) including two pairs of
switching elements (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) con-
nected between the first power line (L2) and the
second power line (L1), wherein the inverter cir-
cuit (13) performs a switching operation that al-
ternately activates and deactivates the two pairs
of switching elements (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4),
and the inverter circuit (13) converts input DC
power to high frequency AC power;
an auxiliary switching circuit (14) including an
auxiliary switching element (TR5) and an auxil-
iary capacitor (C2), wherein the auxiliary switch-
ing element (TR5) is operated in cooperation
with the switching operation of the inverter circuit

(13), the auxiliary switching element (TR5) in-
cludes a first terminal connected to the first pow-
er line (L2) and a second terminal that receives
the DC power, and the auxiliary capacitor (C2)
is connected between the first terminal of the
auxiliary switching element (TR5) and the sec-
ond power line (L1),
wherein the power supply (11) is configured to
perform, output control, which controls the
switching operation of the inverter circuit (13) to
adjust output power that is supplied to a load,
and soft switching control, which deactivates the
auxiliary switching element (TR5) before the two
pairs of switching elements (TR1, TR2, TR3,
TR4) to reduce switching loss of the two pairs
of switching elements (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4);
a pulse width modulation control unit that is con-
figured to adjust, ON pulse widths of two pairs
of control pulse signals respectively provided to
the two pairs of switching elements (TR1, TR2,
TR3, TR4) and adjusts an ON pulse width of an
auxiliary control pulse signal provided to the aux-
iliary switching element (TR5) in accordance
with the two pairs of control pulse signals;

characterized in that

a phase shift control unit that is configured to
adjust, a phase difference of the control pulse
signals in each pair provided to the two pairs of
switching elements (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) or to
adjust a phase difference of the two pairs of con-
trol pulse signals and the auxiliary control pulse
signal; and
a control switching unit (23) that is configured to
selectively switch the pulse width modulation
control unit and the phase shift control unit so
that the pulse width modulation control unit op-
erates when a relatively large output power is
required and the phase shift control unit oper-
ates when a relatively small output power is re-
quired such that the two pairs of control pulse
signals and the auxiliary control pulse signal are
set to have ON pulse widths that are smaller
than a predetermined pulse width (WmO, WsO);
wherein the phase shift control unit is configured
to fix the ON pulse widths of the two pairs of
control pulse signals and the auxiliary pulse sig-
nal to the predetermined pulse width (Wm0,
Ws0); when the relatively small output power is
required.

2. A power supply (11) according to claim1, wherein
the pulse width modulation control unit when a rela-
tively large output power is required and the ON
pulse widths of the two pairs of control pulse signals
and the auxiliary control pulse signal are set to a
predetermined pulse width or greater that allows for
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sufficient activation of the two pairs of switching el-
ements (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) and the auxiliary
switching element (TR5).

3. The power supply (11) according to claim 2, wherein
the phase shift control unit is configured to adjust the
phase difference of the two control pulse signals pro-
vided to each pair of switching elements (TR1, TR2,
TR3, TR4), and the phase shift control unit is con-
figured to use one of the two control pulse signals
as a reference phase control pulse signal and the
other one of the two control pulse signals as a control
phase control pulse signal, to fix a phase of the ref-
erence phase control pulse signal in the same man-
ner as the phase of the auxiliary control pulse signal,
and adjusts the phase of only the control phase con-
trol pulse signal.

4. The power supply (11) according to claim 3, wherein
the reference phase control pulse signal includes an
ON pulse that rises after a dead time period,
the phase of the control phase control pulse signal
is delayed from the phase of the reference phase
control pulse signal, and
the auxiliary control pulse signal includes an ON
pulse that rises at the same time as when the refer-
ence phase control pulse signal rises.

5. The power supply (11) according to any claim of
claims 2-4, wherein the predetermined pulse width
is set to a minimum pulse width that allows for suffi-
cient activation of each of the switching elements
(TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4, TR5) in the inverter circuit
(13) and the auxiliary switching circuit (14).

6. The power supply (11) according to any claim of
claims 1-5, wherein the pulse width modulation con-
trol unit is configured to change in the same manner,
the ON pulse widths of the two control pulse signals
that are provided to each pair of the switching ele-
ments (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4).

7. The power supply (11) according to any claim of
claims 1-5, wherein the pulse width modulation con-
trol unit is configured to use one of the two control
pulse signals provided to each pair of the switching
elements (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) as a reference
phase control pulse signal and the other one of the
two control pulse signals as a control phase control
pulse signal, and to fix the ON pulse width of the
reference phase control pulse signal at a maximum
width, and to change the ON pulse width of the con-
trol phase control pulse signal.

8. The power supply (11) according to any claim of
claims 1, 2, and 5-7, wherein the phase shift control
unit is configured to adjust a phase difference of the
two pairs of control pulse signals and the auxiliary

control pulse signal, to fix the phases of the two pairs
of control pulse signals, and to adjust the phase of
only the auxiliary control pulse signal.

9. The power supply (11) according to any claim of
claims 1-8, further comprising:

a transformer (INT) including a primary coil and
a secondary coil, wherein the transformer is con-
figured to adjust the voltage of the high frequen-
cy AC power, which is generated by the inverter
circuit (13) and supplied to the primary coil, and
to output a voltage-adjusted high frequency AC
power from the secondary coil; and
an output conversion circuit (15) that is config-
ured to convert the voltage-adjusted high fre-
quency AC power, which is supplied from the
transformer (INT), to output power that is in ac-
cordance with the load.

10. An arc processing power supply using the power
supply (11) according to any claim of claims 1-9 con-
figured to generate arc processing output power.

Patentansprüche

1. Stromversorgung (11), aufweisend:

erste und zweite Stromleitungen (L1, L2);
eine Wechselrichterschaltung (13), umfassend
zwei Paare von Schaltelementen (TR1, TR2,
TR3, TR4), die zwischen der ersten Stromlei-
tung (L2) und der zweiten Stromleitung (L1) ge-
schaltet sind, wobei die Wechselrichterschal-
tung (13) einen Schaltbetrieb durchführt, der die
beiden Paare von Schaltelementen (TR1, TR2,
TR3, TR4) abwechselnd aktiviert und
deaktiviert, und die Wechselrichterschaltung
(13) den Eingangsgleichstrom in einen hochfre-
quenten Wechselstrom wandelt;
eine Hilfsschaltung (14) umfassend ein Hilfs-
schaltelement (TR5) und einen Hilfskondensa-
tor (C2), wobei das Hilfsschaltelement (TR5) in
Zusammenwirkung mit dem Schaltbetrieb der
Wechselrichterschaltung (13) betrieben wird,
das Hilfsschaltelement (TR5) einen ersten An-
schluss, der mit der ersten Stromleitung (L2)
verbunden ist, und einen zweiten Anschluss, der
den Gleichstrom aufnimmt, umfasst, und der
Hilfskondensator (C2) zwischen dem ersten An-
schluss des Hilfsschaltelements (TR5) und der
zweiten Stromleitung (L1) angeschlossen ist,
wobei die Stromversorgung (11) eingerichtet ist,
eine Ausgangssteuerung, die den Schaltbetrieb
der Wechselrichterschaltung (13) steuert, um
die einer Last zugeführten Ausgangsleistung
einzustellen, und eine weiche Umschaltsteue-
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rung durchzuführen, die das Hilfsschaltelement
(TR5) vor den zwei Paaren von Schaltelemen-
ten (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) deaktiviert, um einen
Schaltverlust der zwei Paare von Schaltelemen-
ten (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) zu verringern;
eine Pulsweitenmodulationssteuerungseinheit,
die eingerichtet ist, EIN-Pulsweiten von zweiten
Paaren von Steuerimpulssignalen einzustellen,
die jeweils den zwei Paaren von Schaltelemen-
ten (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) bereitgestellt werden,
und eine EIN-Pulsweite eines Hilfssteuerim-
pulssignals einstellt, das dem Hilfsschaltele-
ment (TR5) gemäß den zwei Paaren von Steu-
erimpulssignalen bereitgestellt wird;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
eine Phasenversatzsteuerungseinheit, die ein-
gerichtet ist, eine Phasendifferenz des Steuer-
impulssignals in jedem Paar, das den beiden
Paaren von Schaltelementen (TR1, TR2, TR3,
TR4) bereitgestellt wird, einzustellen, oder eine
Phasendifferenz der zwei Paare von Steuerim-
pulssignalen und dem Hilfssteuerimpulssignal
einzustellen; und
eine Steuerschalteinheit (23), die eingerichtet
ist, die Pulsweitenmodulationssteuerungsein-
heit und die Phasenversatzsteuerungseinheit
wahlweise umzuschalten, so dass die Pulswei-
tenmodulationssteuerungseinheit arbeitet,
wenn eine vergleichsweise große Ausgangs-
leistung benötigt wird, und die Phasenversatz-
steuerungseinheit arbeitet, wenn eine ver-
gleichsweise kleine Ausgangsleistung benötigt
wird, so dass die zwei Paare von Steuerimpuls-
signalen und das Hilfssteuerimpulssignal derart
eingestellt werden, dass sie EIN-Pulsweiten ha-
ben, die kleiner als eine vorgegebene Pulsweite
(WmO, Ws0) sind;
wobei die Phasenversatzsteuerungseinheit ein-
gerichtet ist, die EIN-Pulsweiten der zwei Paare
von Steuerimpulssignalen und das Hilfsimpuls-
signal ab der vorgegebenen Pulsweite (WmO,
Ws0) zu fixieren, wenn die vergleichsweise klei-
ne Ausgangsleistung benötigt wird.

2. Stromversorgung (11) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
PulsweitenmodulationsSteuerungseinheit, wenn
ein vergleichsweise großer Ausgangsstrom benötigt
wird und die EIN-Pulsweiten der zwei Paare von
Steuerimpulssignalen und das Hilfssteuerimpulssi-
gnal auf eine vorgegebene Pulsweite oder größer
eingestellt sind, die eine ausreichende Aktivierung
der zwei Paare von Schaltelementen (TR1, TR2,
TR3, TR4) und des Hilfsschaltelements (TR5) er-
möglicht.

3. Stromversorgung (11) nach Anspruch 2, wobei die
Phasenversatzsteuerungseinheit eingerichtet ist,
die Phasendifferenz der zwei Steuerimpulssignale

einzustellen, die jedem Paar von Schaltelementen
(TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) bereitgestellt werden, und die
Phasenversatzsteuereinheit eingerichtet ist, eines
der zwei Steuerimpulssignale als ReferenzPhasen-
steuerimpulssignal zu verwenden und das andere
der zwei Steuerimpulssignale als ein Steuerphasen-
steuerimpulssignal zu verwenden, um eine Phase
des Referenzphasensteuerimpulssignals in der glei-
chen Weise zu fixieren wie die Phase des Hilfssteu-
erimpulssignals, und die Phase nur des Steuerpha-
sensteuerimpulssignals einstellt.

4. Stromversorgung (11) nach Anspruch 3, wobei
das Referenzphasensteuerimpulssignal einen EIN-
Impuls umfasst, der nach einer Totzeitperiode an-
steigt,
die Phase des Steuerphasensteuerimpulssignals
gegenüber der Phase des Referenzphasensteuer-
impulssignals verzögert ist, und
das Hilfssteuerimpulssignal einen EIN-Impuls um-
fasst, der zur gleichen Zeit ansteigt, wenn das Re-
ferenzphasensteuerimpulssignal ansteigt.

5. Stromversorgung (11) nach einem der Ansprüche 2
bis 4, wobei die vorgegebene Pulsweite auf eine mi-
nimale Pulsweite eingestellt ist, die eine ausreichen-
de Aktivierung von jedem der Schaltelemente (TR1,
TR2, TR3, TR4, T5) in der Wechselrichterschaltung
(13) und der Hilfsschaltung (14) ermöglicht.

6. Stromversorgung (11) nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 5, wobei die Pulsweitenmodulationssteuerungs-
einheit eingerichtet ist, auf die gleiche Weise die EIN-
Pulsweiten der zwei Steuerimpulssignale zu verän-
dern, die jedem Paar der Schaltelemente (TR1, TR2,
TR3, TR4) bereitgestellt werden.

7. Stromversorgung (11) nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 5, wobei die Pulsweitenmodulationssteuerungs-
einheit eingerichtet ist, eines der zwei Steuerimpuls-
signale, die jedem Paar der Schaltelemente (TR1,
Tr2, TR3, TR4) bereitgestellt werden, als Referenz-
phasensteuerimpulssignal zu verwenden, und das
andere der zwei Steuerimpulssignale als Steuerpha-
sensteuerimpulssignal zu verwenden, und die EIN-
Pulsweite des Referenzphasensteuerimpulssignals
auf eine maximale Weite zu fixieren, und die EIN-
Pulsweite des Steuerphäsensteuerimpulssignals zu
verändern.

8. Stromversorgung (11) nach einem der Ansprüche 1,
2, und 5 bis 7, wobei die Phasenversatzsteuerungs-
einheit eingerichtet ist, eine Phasendifferenz der
zwei Paare von Steuerimpulssignalen und des Hilfs-
steuerimpulssignals einzustellen, die Phasen der
zwei Paare von Steuerimpulssignalen zu fixieren,
und die Phase von nur dem Hilfssteuerimpulssignal
einzustellen.
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9. Stromversorgung (11) nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 8, ferner aufweisend:

einen Transformator (INT), der eine Primärspule
und eine Sekundärspule umfasst, wobei der
Transformator eingerichtet ist, die Spannung
des hochfrequenten Wechselstroms, der durch
die Wechselrichterschaltung (13) erzeugt und
der Primärspule zugeführt wird, einzustellen,
und einen spannungseingestellten, hochfre-
quenten Wechselstrom aus der Sekundärspule
auszugeben; und
eine Ausgangswandlerschaltung (15), die ein-
gerichtet ist, den spannungseingestellten, hoch-
frequenten Wechselstrom, der von dem Trans-
formator (INT) zugeführt wird, umzuwandeln,
um eine Leistung auszugeben, der der Last ent-
spricht.

10. Lichtbogenverarbeitungs-Stromversorgung unter
Verwendung der Stromversorgung (11) nach einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 9, die eingerichtet ist, eine Licht-
bogenverarbeitungs-Ausgangsleistung zu erzeu-
gen.

Revendications

1. Alimentation électrique (11), comprenant :

des première et seconde lignes électriques (L1,
L2) ;
un circuit inverseur (13) incluant deux paires
d’éléments de commutation (TR1, TR2, TR3,
TR4) connectés entre la première ligne électri-
que (L2) et la seconde ligne électrique (L1), dans
laquelle le circuit inverseur (13) exécute le fonc-
tionnement de commutation qui active et
désactive par alternance les deux paires d’élé-
ments de commutation (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4),
et le circuit inverseur (13) convertit une puissan-
ce de courant continu (C.C.) d’entrée en puis-
sance de courant alternatif (C.A.) haute
fréquence ;
un circuit de commutation auxiliaire (14) incluant
un élément de commutation auxiliaire (TR5) et
un condensateur auxiliaire (C2), dans laquelle
l’élément de commutation auxiliaire (TR5) fonc-
tionne en coopération avec le fonctionnement
de commutation du circuit inverseur (13) ; l’élé-
ment de commutation auxiliaire (TR5) inclut une
première borne connectée à la première ligne
électrique (L2), et une seconde borne qui reçoit
une alimentation en C.C., et le condensateur
auxiliaire (C2) est connecté entre la première
borne de l’élément de commutation auxiliaire
(TR5) et la seconde ligne électrique (L1),
dans laquelle l’alimentation électrique (11) est

configurée pour exécuter une commande de
sortie, laquelle commande le fonctionnement de
commutation du circuit inverseur (13) pour
adapter la puissance de sortie qui est alimentée
vers une charge, et une commande de commu-
tation souple, laquelle désactive l’élément de
commutation auxiliaire (TR5) avant les deux pai-
res d’éléments de commutation (TR1, TR2,
TR3, TR4) afin de réduire la perte de commuta-
tion des deux paires d’éléments de commutation
(TR1, TR2, TR3,
TR4) ;
une unité de commande pour modulation d’im-
pulsions en durée, laquelle est configurée pour
adapter des largeurs d’impulsions PASSANT de
deux paires de signaux à impulsions de com-
mande fournies respectivement aux deux paires
d’éléments de commutation (TR1, TR2, TR3,
TR4) et adapte une largeur d’impulsion PAS-
SANT d’un signal à impulsions de commande
auxiliaire fourni à l’élément de commutation
auxiliaire (TR5) conformément aux deux paires
de signaux à impulsions de commande ;
caractérisée en ce que
une unité de commande de déplacement de
phase, laquelle est configurée pour adapter un
déphasage des signaux à impulsions de com-
mande dans chaque paire fournie aux deux pai-
res d’éléments de commutation (TR1, TR2,
TR3, TR4), ou pour adapter un déphasage des
deux paires de signaux à impulsions de com-
mande et du signal à impulsions de commande
auxiliaire, et
une unité de commutation de commande (23),
laquelle est configurée pour commuter de ma-
nière sélective l’unité de commande pour mo-
dulation d’impulsions en durée et l’unité de com-
mande de déplacement de phase de sorte que
l’unité de commande pour modulation d’impul-
sions en durée fonctionne lorsqu’une puissance
de sortie relativement grande est requise, et que
l’unité de commande de déplacement de phase
fonctionne lorsqu’une puissance de sortie rela-
tivement petite est requise, de telle sorte que
les deux paires de signaux à impulsions de com-
mande et le signal à impulsions de commande
auxiliaire soient réglés pour présenter des lar-
geurs d’impulsions PASSANT inférieures à une
largeur d’impulsion prédéterminée (WmO,
WsO), et
dans laquelle l’unité de commande de déplace-
ment de phase est configurée pour fixer les lar-
geurs d’impulsions PASSANT des deux paires
de signaux à impulsions de commande et du
signal à impulsions auxiliaire sur la largeur d’im-
pulsion prédéterminée (WmO, Ws0) lorsque la
puissance de sortie relativement petite est re-
quise.
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2. Alimentation électrique (11) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle l’unité de commande pour modula-
tion d’impulsions en durée lorsqu’une puissance de
sortie relativement grande est requise et que les lar-
geurs d’impulsions PASSANT des deux paires de
signaux à impulsions de commande et du signal à
impulsions de commande auxiliaire sont réglées sur
une largeur d’impulsion prédéterminée ou plus per-
met une activation suffisante des deux paires d’élé-
ments de commutation (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4) et de
l’élément de commutation auxiliaire (TR5).

3. Alimentation électrique (11) selon la revendication
2, dans laquelle l’unité de commande de déplace-
ment de phase est configurée pour adapter le dé-
phasage des deux signaux à impulsions de com-
mande fournis à chaque paire d’éléments de com-
mutation (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4), et l’unité de com-
mande de déplacement de phase est configurée
pour utiliser un des deux signaux à impulsions de
commande comme signal à impulsions de comman-
de de phase de référence, et l’autre des deux si-
gnaux à impulsions de commande comme signal à
impulsions de commande de phase de commande,
pour fixer une phase du signal à impulsions de com-
mande de phase de référence de la même manière
que la phase du signal à impulsions de commande
auxiliaire, et adapte la phase uniquement du signal
à impulsions commande de phase de commande.

4. Alimentation électrique (11) selon la revendication
3, dans laquelle le signal à impulsions de commande
de phase de référence inclut une impulsion PAS-
SANT qui monte après une période de temps mort ;
la phase du signal à impulsions de commande de
phase de commande est retardée par rapport à la
phase du signal à impulsions de commande de pha-
se de référence, et
le signal à impulsions de commande auxiliaire inclut
une impulsion PASSANT qui monte en même temps
que la montée du signal à impulsions de commande
de phase de référence.

5. Alimentation électrique (11) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 2 à 4, dans laquelle la largeur
d’impulsion prédéterminée est réglée sur une lar-
geur d’impulsion minimale qui permet une activation
suffisante de chacun des éléments de commutation
(TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4, TR5) dans le circuit inverseur
(13) et le circuit de commutation auxiliaire (14).

6. Alimentation électrique (11) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 5, dans laquelle l’unité de
commande pour modulation d’impulsions en durée
est configurée pour modifier de la même manière
les largeurs d’impulsions PASSANT des deux si-
gnaux à impulsions de commande fournis à chaque
paire des éléments de commutation (TR1, TR2, TR3,

TR4).

7. Alimentation électrique (11) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 5, dans laquelle l’unité de
commande pour modulation d’impulsions en durée
est configurée pour utiliser un des deux signaux à
impulsions de commande fournis à chaque paire des
éléments de commutation (TR1, TR2, TR3, TR4)
comme signal à impulsions de commande de phase
de référence et l’autre des deux signaux à impulsions
de commande comme signal à impulsions de com-
mande de phase de commande, et pour fixer la lar-
geur d’impulsion PASSANT du signal à impulsions
de commande de phase de référence sur une largeur
maximale, et pour modifier la largeur d’impulsion
PASSANT du signal à impulsions de commande de
phase de commande.

8. Alimentation électrique (11) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1, 2 et 5 à 7, dans laquelle l’unité
de commande de déplacement de phase est confi-
gurée pour adapter un déphasage des deux paires
de signaux à impulsions de commande et du signal
à impulsions de commande auxiliaire, pour fixer les
phases des deux paires de signaux à impulsions de
commande, et pour adapter la phase uniquement du
signal à impulsions de commande auxiliaire.

9. Alimentation électrique (11) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 8, comprenant en outre :

un transformateur (INT) incluant un enroule-
ment primaire et un enroulement secondaire,
dans lequel le transformateur est configuré pour
adapter la tension de la puissance C.A. haute
fréquence, laquelle est générée par le circuit in-
verseur (13) et alimentée vers l’enroulement pri-
maire, et pour produire une puissance C.A. hau-
te fréquence à réglage de tension à partir de
l’enroulement secondaire, et
un circuit de conversion de sortie (15), configuré
pour convertir la puissance C.A. haute fréquen-
ce à réglage de tension, laquelle est alimentée
à partir du transformateur (INT), pour produire
une puissance qui est conforme à la charge.

10. Alimentation électrique de traitement d’arc utilisant
l’alimentation électrique (11) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 9, configurée pur générer une
puissance de sortie de traitement d’arc.
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