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(54) Systems and methods for gathering data concerning usage of media data

(57) The present invention concerns methods and
systems for gathering data concerning usage of media
data provided from a predetermined receiver to a user.
First data concerning usage of the media data is gathered
by means of a portage monitor carried on the person of

the user. Second data concerning usage of media data
by the predetermined receiver is gathered by a monitor-
ing system separate from the portage monitor, the sec-
ond data corresponding to at least a portion of the first
data. Audience measurement data is produced based on
the first and second data.
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Description

Background of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to systems and
methods for gathering data concerning usage of media
data received by a predetermined receiver and repro-
duced thereby for a user.
[0002] There is considerable interest in gathering data
concerning the usage of media data by an audience in
order to provide market information to advertisers, media
distributors, and the like, whether to verify airing, broad-
cast, or distribution, to calculate royalties, to detect pira-
cy, or to gather data for any other purposes for which an
estimation or detection of media data usage is desired.
There is also considerable interest in providing market
information revealing demographic characteristics of
such audiences, along with information concerning the
size of the audience. In addition, there is substantial in-
terest in the ability to monitor media audiences on a con-
tinuous, real-time basis. This becomes very important for
measuring usage of media data accurately, because an
insufficiently frequent measurement fails to capture the
ongoing and continuous nature of streaming media data
usage, as well as the usage of more traditional media
data such as television and radio.
[0003] Certain proposed techniques for gathering data
concerning usage of media data include detecting ancil-
lary codes encoded in the media data. One advanta-
geous technique of adding an ancillary code to the audio
portion of media data and detecting the same is the CBET
technology developed by Arbitron Inc., the assignee of
the present application. This technology is already pro-
viding useful audience estimates to numerous media dis-
tributors and advertisers. Other proposed techniques
add ancillary codes to the video portion of media data,
or to data packets in a digital broadcast stream.
[0004] Alternative proposed techniques utilize "signa-
ture" extraction and pattern matching. These techniques
typically involve the use of a reference signature data-
base, containing a reference signature for each program
in the media data for which exposure is to be measured.
The reference signatures are created by measuring or
extracting certain features of the respective programs
before broadcast. Upon reception of the media data, sig-
nature extraction is again performed, and the extracted
signatures are compared to the reference signatures to
find matches. One disadvantage of such pattern match-
ing techniques is the substantial amount of data process-
ing required to create the reference signature database,
extract signatures from received media data, and carry
out pattern matching to obtain the audience measure-
ment data. In order to keep the data processing require-
ments at an acceptable level, yet still obtain measure-
ment data at acceptably short time intervals, the tech-
niques exploiting ancillary codes are often preferable.
[0005] The proposed techniques employ either a sta-
tionary monitor or a portable monitor to perform ancillary

code detection. A stationary monitor typically monitors
exposure at one location, such as near a predetermined
receiver in a household, while a portable monitor typically
measures exposure of a predetermined audience mem-
ber at various locations. One advantage of the stationary
monitor is its ability to obtain channel or program recep-
tion data resolved at relatively short time intervals; how-
ever, a stationary monitor used exclusively does not pro-
vide for a convenient way to monitor the media data use
of a specific audience member at multiple locations. Fur-
ther, the stationary monitor relying on ancillary codes is
unable to determine when an audience member leaves
the room. One advantage of the portable monitor is that
it can gather data concerning an individual audience
member, including recognizing the presence of the au-
dience member; however, the exclusive use of a portable
monitor, which typically employs sound detection to de-
termine exposure of the audience member to media data,
provides a limited ability to resolve channel or program
reception, since sound detection provides a relatively
noisy signal. This limits the portable monitor’s ability to
measure length of exposure, exposure to short seg-
ments, such as commercials, and frequent changes in
the media data received, such as channel changes and
the like.
[0006] What is needed is a technique that takes ad-
vantage of the benefits offered by both the stationary
monitor and the portable monitor to accurately measure
the media data exposure of individual users resolved at
desirably short intervals, while overcoming the afore-
mentioned disadvantages inherent in each method used
independently.

Summary of the Invention

[0007] For this application the following terms and def-
initions shall apply, both for the singular and plural forms
of nouns and for all verb tenses:

The term "data" as used herein means any indicia,
signals, marks, domains, symbols, symbol sets, rep-
resentations, and any other physical form or forms
representing information, whether permanent or
temporary, whether digital or analog, whether visi-
ble, audible, acoustic, electric, magnetic, electro-
magnetic, or otherwise manifested. The term "data"
as used to represent particular information in one
physical form shall be deemed to encompass any
and all representations of the same particular infor-
mation in a different physical form or forms.
The term "audio data" as used herein means any
data representing acoustic energy, including, but not
limited to, audible sounds, regardless of the pres-
ence of any other data, or lack thereof, which ac-
companies, is appended to, is superimposed on, or
is otherwise communicated or able to be communi-
cated with the audio data.
The term "processor" as used herein means data
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processing devices, apparatus, programs, circuits,
systems, and subsystems, whether implemented in
hardware, software, or both, and whether used to
process data in analog or digital form.
The terms "communicate", "communicated" and
"communicating" as used herein include both con-
veying data from a source to a destination, as well
as delivering data to a communications medium, sys-
tem or link to be conveyed to a destination, as well
as transferring or delivering data via a coupling. The
term "communication" as used herein means the act
of communicating or the data communicated, as ap-
propriate.
The term "network" as used herein includes net-
works and internetworks of all kinds, including the
Internet, and is not limited to any particular network
or internetwork.
The term "media data" as used herein means data
which is widely accessible, whether over-the-air, or
via cable, satellite, network, distributed on storage
media, or otherwise, without regard to the form or
content thereof, and including but not limited to audio
data and video data.
The terms "coupled", "coupled to", and "coupled
with" as used herein each mean a relationship be-
tween or among two or more devices, apparatus,
files, programs, media, components, networks, sys-
tems, subsystems, and/or means, constituting any
one or more of (a) a connection, whether direct or
through one or more other devices, apparatus, files,
programs, media, components, networks, systems,
subsystems, or means, (b) a communications rela-
tionship, whether direct or through one or more other
devices, apparatus, files, programs, media, compo-
nents, networks, systems, subsystems, or means,
or (c) a functional relationship in which the operation
of any one or more of the relevant devices, appara-
tus, files, programs, media, components, networks,
systems, subsystems, or means depends, in whole
or in part, on the operation of any one or more others
thereof.
The term "receiver" as used herein includes one or
more devices operative to receive, record, present
and/or reproduce media data, regardless of the
source for that data.
The term "usage" as used herein includes reception,
recording, presentation, reproduction, and/or a com-
bination thereof.
The terms "first" and "second" are used herein to
distinguish one element, set, data, object or thing
from another, and are not used to designate relative
position or arrangement in time.

[0008] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, a method is provided for gathering data concern-
ing usage of media data provided from a predetermined
receiver to a user, comprising: gathering first data con-
cerning usage of the media data by the predetermined

receiver by means of a stationary monitoring system;
gathering second data concerning usage of the media
data provided from the predetermined receiver by means
of a portable monitor carried on the person of the user,
wherein the second data corresponds to at least a portion
of the first data; communicating the first data and the
second data to a processor; and using the processor to
match the second data to the first data, thereby producing
audience measurement data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined receiver.
[0009] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a system is provided for gathering data
concerning usage of media data provided from a prede-
termined receiver to a user, comprising: a stationary
monitoring system coupled with the predetermined re-
ceiver for gathering first data concerning usage of the
media data by the predetermined receiver; a portable
monitor carried on the person of the user having an input
to receive the media data provided from the predeter-
mined receiver, for gathering second data concerning
usage of the media data reproduced by the predeter-
mined receiver, wherein the second data corresponds to
at least a portion of the first data; and a processor having
at least one input to receive the first data from the sta-
tionary monitoring system and the second data from the
portable monitor, operative to match the second data to
the first data to produce match data, and operative to
produce audience measurement data concerning usage
of the media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver based on the match data.
[0010] In accordance with a further aspect of the
present invention, a method is provided for gathering da-
ta concerning usage of media data provided from a pre-
determined receiver to a user, comprising: gathering first
data concerning usage of the media data by the prede-
termined receiver by means of a stationary monitoring
system; gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined receiver by
means of a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user, wherein the second data corresponds to at least a
portion of the first data; gathering user identification data
uniquely identifying the user exposed to the media data;
communicating the first data, the second data, and the
user identification data to a processor; using the proces-
sor to match the second data to the first data, thereby
producing audience measurement data concerning us-
age of the media data provided from the predetermined
receiver; and associating the user identification data with
the audience measurement data, thereby producing us-
er-specific audience measurement data.
[0011] In accordance with an additional aspect of the
present invention, a system is provided for gathering data
concerning usage of media data provided from a prede-
termined receiver to a user, comprising: a stationary
monitoring system coupled with the predetermined re-
ceiver for gathering first data concerning usage of the
media data by the predetermined receiver; a portable
monitor carried on the person of the user having an input
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to receive the media data provided from the predeter-
mined receiver, for gathering second data concerning
usage of the media data reproduced by the predeter-
mined receiver, wherein the second data comprises at
least a portion of the first data; and a processor having
at least one input to receive the first data from the sta-
tionary monitoring system and the second data from the
portable monitor, operative to match the second data to
the first data to produce match data, thereby producing
audience measurement data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined receiver
based on the match data, wherein the processor is op-
erative to gather user identification data uniquely identi-
fying the user exposed to the media data, and wherein
the processor is operative to associate the user identifi-
cation data with the audience measurement data, there-
by producing user-specific audience measurement data.
[0012] In accordance with still another aspect of the
present invention, a method is provided for gathering da-
ta concerning usage of media data provided from a pre-
determined receiver to a user, comprising: gathering first
data concerning usage of the media data by the prede-
termined receiver by means of a stationary monitoring
system; gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined receiver by
means of a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user; and producing audience measurement data con-
cerning usage of the media data provided from the pre-
determined receiver from the first data and the second
data.
[0013] In accordance with a still further aspect of the
present invention, a system is provided for gathering data
concerning usage of media data provided from a prede-
termined receiver to a user, comprising: a stationary
monitoring system coupled with the predetermined re-
ceiver for gathering first data concerning usage of the
media data by the predetermined receiver; a portable
monitor carried on the person of the user having an input
to receive the media data provided from the predeter-
mined receiver, for gathering second data concerning
usage of the media data provided from the predetermined
receiver; and a processor having at least one input to
receive the first data from the stationary monitoring sys-
tem and the second data from the portable monitor, for
producing audience measurement data concerning us-
age of the media data provided from the predetermined
receiver from the first data and the second data.
[0014] In accordance with a yet still further aspect of
the present invention, a method is provided for gathering
data concerning media data provided from a predeter-
mined receiver to a user. The method comprises gath-
ering first data concerning usage of the media data by
means of a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user; gathering second data concerning usage of media
data by the predetermined receiver by means of a mon-
itoring system separate from the portable monitor, the
second data corresponding to at least a portion of the
first data; and producing audience measurement data

based on the first and second data.
[0015] In accordance with yet still another aspect of
the present invention, a system is provided for gathering
data concerning media data provided from a predeter-
mined receiver to a user. The system comprises a port-
able monitor carried on the person of the user having an
input to receive the media data provided from the prede-
termined receiver, for gathering first data concerning us-
age of the media data provided from the predetermined
receiver; a monitoring system coupled with the predeter-
mined receiver for gathering second data concerning us-
age of the media data by the predetermined receiver, the
monitoring system being separate from the portable mon-
itor, the second data corresponding to at least a portion
of the first data; and a processor having at least one input
to receive the first data from the monitoring system and
the second data from the portable monitor, for producing
audience measurement data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined receiver
from the first data and the second data.
[0016] In accordance with a still additional aspect of
the present invention, a method is provided for gathering
data concerning usage of media data provided from a
predetermined receiver to a user, comprising: gathering
first data concerning usage of the media data by the pre-
determined receiver by means of a stationary monitoring
system, wherein gathering the first data comprises gath-
ering a time code corresponding to a broadcast time of
the media data; gathering second data concerning usage
of the media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver by means of a portable monitor carried on the per-
son of the user, wherein the second data corresponds to
at least a portion of the first data; gathering at least one
of first time of detection data corresponding to a time at
which the first data was gathered and second time of
detection data corresponding to a time at which the sec-
ond data was gathered; communicating the first data, the
second data, and at least one of the first time of detection
data and the second time of detection data to a processor;
using the processor to match the second data to the first
data, thereby producing audience measurement data
concerning usage of the media data provided from the
predetermined receiver; and using the processor to pro-
duce at least one of first time comparison data and sec-
ond time comparison data, wherein producing the first
time comparison data comprises comparing the time
code to the first time of detection data to produce data
indicating whether the media data used by the predeter-
mined receiver had been recorded prior to the time at
which the first data was gathered, and wherein producing
the second time comparison data comprises comparing
the time code to the second time of detection data to
produce data indicating whether the media data had been
recorded prior to receipt thereof by the portable monitor.
[0017] In accordance with yet another aspect of the
present invention, a system is provided for gathering data
concerning usage of media data provided from a prede-
termined receiver to a user, comprising: a stationary
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monitoring system coupled with the predetermined re-
ceiver for gathering first data concerning usage of the
media data by the predetermined receiver, wherein the
first data comprises a time code corresponding to a
broadcast time of the media data; a portable monitor car-
ried on the person of the user having an input to receive
the media data provided from the predetermined receiv-
er, for gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined receiver,
wherein the second data comprises at least a portion of
the first data; at least one of a first clock coupled to the
stationary monitoring system for gathering first time of
detection data corresponding to a time at which the first
data was gathered, and a second clock coupled to the
portable monitor for gathering second time of detection
data corresponding to a time at which the second data
was gathered; a processor having at least one input to
receive the first data from the stationary monitoring sys-
tem and the second data from the portable monitor, op-
erative to match the second data to the first data to pro-
duce match data, and operative to produce audience
measurement data concerning usage of the media data
provided from the predetermined receiver based on the
match data, wherein the processor is operative to pro-
duce at least one of first time comparison data and sec-
ond time comparison data, wherein the first time com-
parison data comprises an indication whether the media
data used by the predetermined receiver had been re-
corded prior to the time at which the first data was gath-
ered, based on comparing the time code and the first
time detection data, and wherein the second time com-
parison data comprises an indication whether the media
data had been recorded prior to receipt thereof by the
portable monitor, based on comparing the time code and
the second time detection data.
[0018] The invention and its particular features and ad-
vantages will become more apparent from the following
detailed description considered with reference to the ac-
companying drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0019]

FIGURE 1 is a block diagram of a system for gath-
ering data concerning usage of media data compris-
ing a stationary monitoring system, a portable mon-
itor, and a processor, in accordance with certain em-
bodiments of the present invention;
FIGURE 2 is a block diagram of certain embodiments
of the present invention comprising a stationary mon-
itoring system, a portable monitor, and a processor;
FIGURE 3 illustrates a process of gathering audi-
ence measurement data according to certain em-
bodiments of the present invention;
FIGURE 4 is a block diagram of certain embodiments
of the present invention in which audience measure-
ment data is associated with user data.

FIGURE 5 is a flow chart illustrating a process of
gathering user-specific audience measurement data
according to certain embodiments of the present in-
vention;
FIGURE 6 is a block diagram of certain embodiments
of the present invention for monitoring a predeter-
mined receiver comprising a media data recording
and/or playback device;
FIGURE 7 is a flow chart illustrating a process of
gathering data pertaining to a media data recording
and/or playback device in accordance with certain
embodiments of the present invention;
FIGURE 8 is a block diagram of a system for gath-
ering data concerning usage of media data incorpo-
rating the use of ancillary codes in audio data re-
ceived by a portable monitor in accordance with cer-
tain embodiments of the present invention;
FIGURES 9A and 9B illustrate a process of gathering
user-specific audience measurement data, recorded
media audience measurement data, muting audi-
ence measurement data, and left vicinity audience
measurement data, in accordance with certain em-
bodiments of the present invention.
FIGURE 10 illustrates the data gathered by certain
embodiments of the present invention;
FIGURE 11 is a block diagram of a system for gath-
ering data concerning usage of media data incorpo-
rating a base station in communication with a port-
able monitor, a stationary monitoring system com-
prising a processor, and a remote location for col-
lecting audience measurement data, in accordance
with certain embodiments of the present invention;
FIGURE 12 is a block diagram of certain embodi-
ments of the present invention incorporating a pre-
determined receiver comprising a stationary moni-
toring system;
FIGURE 13 is an overview of various forms data
whose usage may be monitored by certain embod-
iments of the present invention;
FIGURE 14 is a block of certain embodiments of the
present invention comprising a monitoring system
located remotely from a predetermined receiver to
be monitored.

Detailed Description of Certain Advantageous Embodi-
ments

[0020] Methods and systems are provided for gather-
ing data concerning usage of media data received by a
predetermined receiver and reproduced thereby for a us-
er. The particular usage of media data to be monitored
varies between particular embodiments, and depending
on the embodiment, the usage includes activities such
as reception, recording, presentation and/or reproduc-
tion of media data, and/or occurrences such as exposure
to media data. The particular data gathered concerning
the usage of media data also varies between particular
embodiments, and depending on the embodiment, in-
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cludes data useful for identifying the media data to which
the user was exposed, such as by identifying a program,
station, or channel to which the user was exposed; de-
termining whether the media data had been recorded
prior to user exposure; determining whether the user mut-
ed an audio portion of the media data; and/or determining
whether the user left the vicinity of the receiver that was
reproducing the data. In other embodiments, additional
usages are monitored, and additional data are gathered.
[0021] The particular media data to which the user may
be exposed varies between particular embodiments, and
in various embodiments, the usage includes one or more
of television data, radio data, video cassette data, digital
video disk data, digital video recorder data, personal vid-
eo player data, audio cassette data, compact disk data,
personal audio player data, audio data, video data, digital
audio data, digital video data, gaming data, streaming
media, Internet-supplied data, and personal computer
data. In other embodiments, the media data includes oth-
er representations of data in a different form or forms. In
certain embodiments, therefore, the media data compris-
es data received by the predetermined receiver, and re-
produced upon reception, while in other embodiments
the media data comprises data received from a recording
medium. In certain embodiments this recorded data in-
cludes media data recorded by the user after reception
by the predetermined receiver, such as recording a tel-
evision program with a video cassette recorder, or media
data downloaded by the user from the Internet or other
network onto a compact disk, while in other embodiments
it includes media data purchased or rented by the user,
such as movies on digital video disk or video cassette.
[0022] Figure 1 is an overview of a system for gathering
data concerning usage of media data 20 in accordance
with certain embodiments of the present invention. The
predetermined receiver 10 receives media data 20 from
a media data source and reproduces the media data 20.
A stationary monitoring system 30 is coupled to the pre-
determined receiver 10 for gathering first data concerning
usage of the media data received by predetermined re-
ceiver 10. A portable monitor 50, carried on the person
of a user, receives the reproduced media data 20 for
gathering second data concerning the media data. The
stationary monitoring system 30 communicates the first
data to a processor 70, and the portable monitor 50 com-
municates the second data to the processor 70. The proc-
essor 70 is operative to produce audience measurement
data based on the first and second data.
[0023] The predetermined receiver 10 to be monitored
varies between particular embodiments. Depending on
the embodiment, the predetermined receiver 10 can be
one or more of a media data recording device, a media
data playback device, a user-operated recording device,
a user-operated playback device, a television, television
broadcast reception equipment, a radio, radio broadcast
reception equipment, a video cassette player, a digital
video disk player, a digital video recorder, a personal
video player, an audio cassette player, a compact disk

player, a personal audio player, an electronic book and
a personal computer. In certain other embodiments the
predetermined receiver includes one or more other de-
vices.
[0024] The location of the processor 70 varies between
particular embodiments. In certain embodiments the
processor 70 is located in a household or office, or other
location with a receiver to be monitored, adjacent to the
predetermined receiver 10, stationary monitoring system
30, and/or personal monitor 50. In other embodiments,
the stationary monitoring system 30 and/or the portable
monitor 50 comprises or performs the function of the
processor 70. In still other embodiments, the processor
70 is located at a remote location, such as a central office,
in order to receive data concerning one or a plurality of
predetermined receivers from a plurality of households,
offices, bars and restaurants, roadside billboards, and/or
other locations. In further embodiments, the processor
70 is located in a hub, for example, a hub in a pre-selected
household, where the hub is located at a central location
within the house as to receive data concerning one or a
plurality of predetermined receivers.
[0025] Figure 2 illustrates certain embodiments of a
system for gathering data concerning usage of media
data 20. For convenience, Figure 2 uses the same ref-
erence numbers as Figure 1 for similar elements, but this
is not intended to limit the embodiments illustrated by
Figure 1 to those illustrated by Figure 2. In the system
shown in Figure 2, the predetermined receiver is coupled
with the stationary monitoring system 30 via coupling 12,
allowing the stationary monitoring system 30 to gather
the first data 40.
[0026] Although in certain embodiments the coupling
12 communicates the media data or portions thereof to
the stationary monitoring system 30, in certain other em-
bodiments it does not. In certain embodiments, the cou-
pling 12 comprises a direct connection to a tuning mech-
anism of the predetermined receiver 10, allowing the sta-
tionary monitoring system 30 to determine a station or
channel to which the predetermined receiver 10 is tuned.
In certain other embodiments, the coupling 12 comprises
a direct connection to a local oscillator of the predeter-
mined receiver 10 so that the station or channel tuned to
can be determined. In still other embodiments, the sta-
tionary monitoring system 30 is physically connected to
the predetermined receiver as to receive the media data
20 or a portion thereof. In further embodiments the cou-
pling 30 represents a wireless communication means,
such as a radio link or cell phone link, while in others the
stationary monitoring system 30 obtains a representation
of the media data 20 or a portion thereof through a video
camera and/or microphone. After gathering the first data
40, the stationary monitoring system 30 communicates
the first data 40 to a communications device 76 in the
processor 70 via communications medium 72. Commu-
nications medium 72 is wireless, such as a radio link or
cellular link, in certain embodiments, and wired, such as
a telephone line or power lines, in other embodiments.
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[0027] The predetermined receiver 10 also communi-
cates the media data 20 to an input device 52 of a portable
monitor 50, carried on the person of a user, over com-
munications medium 14, which in certain embodiments
comprises a wireless communications medium. In some
embodiments, an acoustically reproduced audio portion
of media data is communicated to the portable monitor
50, in which case the input device 52 comprises a micro-
phone or other transducer. In other embodiments, the
communications medium 14 comprises a radio, infrared,
visible light or wired communications link, while in still
other embodiments communications medium 14 com-
prises a cellular link. Upon receiving the media data 20
into the input device 52, the portable monitor gathers the
second data 60, and the communications device 54 com-
municates the second data 60 to the communications
device 76 of the processor 70, via communication medi-
um 74. In certain embodiments, the communications me-
dium 74 comprises a wireless communications medium;
however, in certain other embodiments, the communica-
tions medium 74 comprises a wired link. For example, in
some embodiments the portable monitor contains a mo-
dem connectable to a telephone line or cellular telephone
module, while in other embodiments the portable monitor
is operative to be placed in a base station coupled to a
telephone line or power lines.
[0028] In certain embodiments, the personal monitor
50 includes a motion detector. In certain embodiments,
the personal monitor 50 is operative to gather data only
when the motion detector indicates it is being carried by
a person, and is sensitive enough so that when worn by
the user, it will be active based on normal, involuntary
movement. In certain embodiments, however, the per-
sonal monitor 50 gathers data continuously. When not
worn by the user but in the vicinity of the predetermined
receiver 10, the lack of motion will be detected by means
of the motion detector which is used by the portable mon-
itor to avoid gathering data concerning data to which the
user is not exposed and to conserve battery energy.
[0029] In certain embodiments, the first data and/or
the second data comprise signatures extracted from the
media data to be matched with stored reference signa-
tures associated with program, station, network, author,
title or other data relating to the media data and useful
in producing audience measurement data. Suitable tech-
niques for extracting signatures from media data and
matching these signatures to reference signatures are
disclosed in U.S. Patent Publication No. US-
2003-0005430-A1 to Kolessar, U.S. Patent No.
5,612,729 to Ellis, et al. and in U.S. Patent No. 4,739,398
to Thomas, et al., each of which is assigned to the as-
signee of the present invention and all of which are in-
corporated herein by reference. Still other suitable tech-
niques are the subject of U.S. Patent No. 3,919,479 to
Moon, et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,697,209 to Kiewit, et al.,
U.S. Patent No. 4,677,466 to Lert, et al., U.S. Patent No.
5,512,933 to Wheatley, et al, U.S. Patent No. 4,955,070
to Welsh, et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,918,730 to Schulze,

U.S. Patent No. 4,843,562 to Kenyon, et al., U.S. Patent
No. 4,450,551 to Kenyon, et al., and U.S. Patent No.
4,230,990 to Lert, et al., all of which are incorporated
herein by reference.
[0030] After receiving the first data 40 from the station-
ary monitoring system 30, and the second data 60 from
the portable monitor 50, the processor 70 produces au-
dience measurement data 80. In certain embodiments,
the second data 60 corresponds to at least a portion of
the first data 40. Consequently, in order to produce the
audience measurement data 80 in certain embodiments,
the processor 70 compares the first data 40 to the second
data 60 in order to produce match data, and produces
audience measurement data 80 based on the match da-
ta. For example, in certain embodiments the first data 40
comprises first media data reception data corresponding
to at least one of a station, a channel, and a program
received by the predetermined receiver 10 and the sec-
ond data 60 comprises second media data reception data
corresponding to at least one of a station, a channel, and
a program to which the user was exposed. By comparing
the first data 40, such as the first media data reception
data, to the second data 60, such as the second media
data reception data, the processor 70 produces the au-
dience measurement data 80.
[0031] Figure 3 illustrates a process 100 for producing
audience measurement data in accordance with certain
embodiments of the present invention. Media data is re-
ceived by a predetermined receiver and reproduced for
a user in step 110. As discussed earlier, the media data
and the predetermined receiver vary according to the par-
ticular embodiment. A stationary monitoring system gath-
ers first data in step 120 and a portable monitor gathers
second data in step 130. In the case that the media data
is reproduced upon reception, the gathering of the sec-
ond data will occur at substantially the same time as the
gathering of the first data. However, in the case that the
media data is recorded upon reception by a media data
recording device, such as a digital video recorder, and
played back at a later time, wherein the first data repre-
sents the time of reception of the media data prior to
recording, the gathering of the second data will occur
later than the gathering of the first data. After both the
first data and second data are gathered, audience meas-
urement data is produced in step 140 based on the first
data and second data. In certain embodiments, a proc-
essor receives the first data and second data, and pro-
duces the audience measurement data. In certain em-
bodiments, the audience measurement data is produced
in part by comparing the first data and the second data.
[0032] Figure 4 illustrates a system 200 for gathering
audience measurement data 280 in accordance with cer-
tain embodiments of the present invention. The system
200 has a predetermined receiver 210, which receives
media data 220. A stationary monitoring system 230 is
coupled to the predetermined receiver 210 through cou-
pling 212 in order to gather first data 240, which compris-
es first media data identification data 242. The first media
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data identification data 242 typically identifies the media
data 220 or the source of the media data 220. In certain
embodiments the media data 220 comprises a television
or radio program, and the first media data identification
data 242 typically indicates at least one of a station, chan-
nel, and program corresponding to the television or radio
program. In other embodiments the media data 220 com-
prises Internet data, and the first media data identification
data 242 typically indicates at least one of an Internet
address, IP address, URL, website name, FTP address,
newsgroup server, or newsgroup address, and email
server corresponding to the Internet data. In still other
embodiments the media data 220 comprises billboard
data, and the media data identification data 242 typically
identifies at least one of the subject of the billboard, the
location of the billboard, and the advertiser using the bill-
board. The stationary monitoring system 230 communi-
cates the first data 240 to the processor via communica-
tions medium 272. The stationary monitoring system 230
also contains a communications device to communicate
the first data 240 to the processor 270, not shown in Fig-
ure 4 for simplicity and clarity.
[0033] The predetermined receiver 210 also commu-
nicates the media data 220 to the portable monitor 250
via communications medium 214, and the portable mon-
itor 250 gathers second data 260. The second data 260
contains second media data identification data 262,
which comprises any of the information previously de-
scribed above concerning the first media data identifica-
tion data 242. The second data 260 also contains user
identification data 264, which uniquely identifies the user
of the portable monitor 250 or the portable monitor 250
itself. In the latter case, the data identifying the portable
monitor 250 is later associated with the user. The portable
monitor 250 communicates the second data 274 to the
processor 270. The portable monitor 250 also contains
an input device for receiving the media data 220 from the
predetermined receiver 210 and a communications de-
vice to communicate the second data 260 to the proces-
sor 270, not shown in Figure 4 for simplicity and clarity.
[0034] Based on the first data 240 and the second data
260, the processor 270 produces user-specific audience
measurement data 280, corresponding to the media data
220 to which the user identified by the user identification
data 264 was exposed. As before, in certain embodi-
ments, the second data 260 corresponds to at least a
part of the first data 240, and the processor 270 compares
the first data 240 and the second data 260 in order to
produce match data, and produces the user-specific au-
dience measurement data 280 based on the match data.
The processor 270 also contains at least one communi-
cations device to receive the first data 240 and the second
data 260, not shown for simplicity and clarity.
[0035] Figure 5 illustrates a process 300 for gathering
audience measurement data associated with a specific
user according to certain embodiments of the present
invention. First, the media data is received by a prede-
termined receiver and reproduced for a user in step 310.

Subsequently, the stationary monitoring system gathers
the first data in step 320, and the portable monitor gathers
the second data in step 330. The first and second data
are communicated to the processor in step 340, and the
processor also gathers user identification data in step
350. Depending on the embodiment, the processor gath-
ers the user identification data before, after, or substan-
tially at the same time as the first and second data are
communicated to the processor. In certain embodiments,
the second data comprises the user identification data.
In other embodiments, the user indicates his or her pres-
ence to the processor at any time via the user of a push
button device, such as a remote control or people meter.
In still other embodiments, the user wears a personal
identification tag, and the processor identifies the user
based on that tag, before, subsequent to, or after receiv-
ing the first data and second data. In further embodi-
ments, the user identification data is gathered by a tech-
nique that employs the detection of ultrasonic echoes or
radiation from the individuals present. In step 360 the
processor produces audience measurement data, which
is then associated with the user identification data in step
370 to produce user-specific audience measurement da-
ta.
[0036] Figure 6 illustrates a system 400 for gathering
audience measurement data 480 in accordance with cer-
tain embodiments of the present invention. A predeter-
mined receiver 410, comprising media data recording
and/or playback device 415, receives media data 420.
In certain cases, the media data 420 is received from a
television or radio broadcast, and then either reproduced
immediately for the user or recorded by the media data
recording and/or playback device 415. In other cases the
media data 420 is received from a recording medium by
the media data recording and/or playback device 415,
and reproduced from the recording medium for the user.
The media data recording and/or playback device 415
varies, but can be, without limitation, one or more of a
media data recording device, a media data playback de-
vice, a user-operated recording device, a user-operated
playback device, a video cassette player, a digital video
disk player, a digital video recorder, a personal video
player, an audio cassette player, a compact disk player,
a personal audio player, an electronic book and/or a per-
sonal computer. In certain other embodiments the media
data recording and/or playback device 415 also includes
one or more other devices. In certain embodiments, the
media data recording and/or playback device 415 com-
prises a personal video recorder, such as a TiVo® device.
[0037] The predetermined receiver 410 is coupled to
stationary monitoring system 430 via communications
412. The stationary monitoring system 430 gathers first
data 440 corresponding to the media data 420 received
by the predetermined receiver, where the first data 440
comprises a time code 442 gathered from the media data
420. Although the time code 442 is gathered from the
media data 420, in the embodiments in which the first
data 440 contains other data aside from the time code,
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the other data is not necessarily gathered from the media
data. Instead, as described hereinabove, in some em-
bodiments the stationary monitoring system 430 is cou-
pled to the predetermined receiver 410 in order to deter-
mine a tuning status. However, in other embodiments,
additional data contained in the first data 440 is gathered
directly from the media data 420. The stationary moni-
toring system 430 has a clock 432, enabling it to also
gather first time data 434. In certain embodiments, the
first time data 434 is a first time of detection data, corre-
sponding to the time at which the stationary monitoring
system 430 gathered the first data 440. In other embod-
iments, the first time data 434 corresponds to at least
one of a time of reception of the media data 420 by the
predetermined receiver 410 and a time of recording
thereof by the media data recording and/or playback de-
vice 415. The stationary monitoring system 430 subse-
quently communicates the first data 440, comprising the
first time data 434 and the time code 442 to the processor
470. The stationary monitoring system also contains an
input to receive the media data 420 from the predeter-
mined receiver 410 and a communications device to
communicate the first data 440 to the processor 470, not
shown for simplicity and clarity.
[0038] In certain embodiments, additional data gath-
ered by the stationary monitor as part of the first data 440
includes indication of an operational status of the prede-
termined receiver 410. In some embodiments, the oper-
ational status is determined based on at least one of the
time code 442 and the first time data 434. For example,
if the time code 442 corresponds to a time ("first time
data time") at which a movie, representing the media data
420, was recorded onto a digital video disk by a recording
company, and the first time data 434 corresponds to the
time ("first time data time") at which the predetermined
receiver 410 received the media data 420, the stationary
monitoring system 430 determines that the media data
420 had been recorded because the first time data time
is sufficiently later than the time code time, and hence,
the predetermined receiver 410 must be playing back the
media data 420. Thus, the operational status reported
corresponds to a playback mode of the predetermined
receiver 410, specifically, of the media data recording
and/or playback device 415 contained in the predeter-
mined receiver 410.
[0039] The predetermined receiver 410 communi-
cates the media data 420 to the portable monitor 450 via
communications medium 414. The portable monitor 450
gathers second data 460 corresponding to the media da-
ta 420. The portable monitor 350 also contains a clock
452 in order to gather second time data 454. In certain
embodiments the second time data 454 comprises a sec-
ond time of detection data, corresponding to the time at
which the portable monitor gathered the second data,
while in other embodiments, the second time data 454
corresponds to a time of reproduction of media data 420
recorded by the media data recording and/or playback
device 415. Although not depicted in Figure 6 for purpos-

es of simplicity and clarity, in some embodiments the
portable monitor 450 collects a time code in addition to
or instead of the stationary monitoring system 430. In
certain embodiments the portable monitor also is oper-
ative to determine an operational status of the predeter-
mined receiver 410 based on this time code in a similar
fashion to the stationary monitoring system 430. In other
embodiments the portable monitor 450 determines
whether the media data 420 was recorded prior to recep-
tion by the portable monitor 450, by comparing the sec-
ond time data 454 with either the time code 434 gathered
by the stationary monitoring system 430 and communi-
cated thereby to the portable monitor 450, or a time code
gathered by the portable monitor 450. The portable mon-
itor 450 communicates the second data 460 comprising
the second time data 454 to the processor 470 via com-
munications medium 460. The portable monitor 450 also
contains an input to receive the media data 420 from the
predetermined receiver 410 and a communications de-
vice to communicate the second data 460 to the proces-
sor 470, not shown for simplicity and clarity.
[0040] The processor 470, after receiving the first data
440 and the second data 460, produces audience meas-
urement data 480 concerning usage of recorded media
data. The data concerning usage of recorded media data
482, based on at least one of the time code 442, first time
data 434, and second time data 454, varies between par-
ticular embodiments, and depending on the embodiment,
can include one or more of an indication as to whether
the media data 420 had been recorded prior to gathering
the first data 440, whether the media data 420 had been
recorded prior to gathering the second data 460, whether
the media data 420 had been recorded prior to reception
by the predetermined receiver 410, whether the media
data 420 had been recorded prior to reproduction of the
media data 420, whether the media data 420 had been
recorded by the media data recording and/or playback
device 415 prior to reproduction of the media data 420,
and whether the media data 420 had been recorded prior
to reception of the media data 420 by the portable mon-
itoring device 450, as well as indicating when such re-
cording occurred. The processor 470 also contains a
communications device to receive the first data 440 and
the second data 460, not shown for simplicity and clarity.
[0041] In some embodiments, data concerning usage
of recorded media data 482 is produced by either the
stationary monitoring system or the portable monitor, and
communicated to the processor. In other embodiments,
the processor is operative to produce the data concerning
usage of recorded media data 482. For example, when
the first time data 434 corresponds to at least one of a
time of reception of the media data 420 by the predeter-
mined receiver 410 and a time of recoding thereof by the
media data recording and/or playback device 415, and
the second time data 454 corresponds to a time of re-
production of the media data 420 recorded by the media
data recording and/or playback device 415, the proces-
sor 470 produces the data concerning usage of recorded
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media data 482 indicating that the media data recording
and/or playback device 415 recorded the media data 420
prior to reproduction. In other embodiments, the proces-
sor 470 compares the time code 442 with the first time
data 454, which is a first time of detection data, to produce
data indicating whether the reproduced media data 220
had been recorded prior to the time when the first data
was gathered. In certain embodiments, the data concern-
ing usage of recorded media data 482 produced by the
processor 470 reflects an operational status of the pre-
determined receiver 410, and is produced based on at
least one of the time code 442, the first time data 434,
and the second time data 454. In the case that the port-
able monitor 450 collects a time code instead of or in
addition to the stationary monitoring system 430, the
processor 470 can use that time code to produce the
data concerning usage of recorded media data 482. Ad-
ditionally, in certain embodiments the audience meas-
urement data 480 comprises data reflecting a proportion
or amount of media data recorded by the predetermined
receiver 410, specifically, the media data recording
and/or playback device 415, to which the user was ex-
posed. For example, the audience measurement data
480 may contain data indicating a percentage of televi-
sion programs that the user watched after recording them
with a video cassette recorder.
[0042] Although Figure 6 shows the gathering of all
three of the time code 442, first time data 434, and second
time data 454, in various embodiments, any one or two
of the three are gathered in accordance with the particular
data to be produced.
[0043] Figure 7 illustrates a process 500 used in cer-
tain embodiments of the present invention to produce
audience measurement data along with data concerning
media recording and/or playback devices. The media da-
ta is received by the predetermined receiver and repro-
duced for the user in step 510. Subsequently, a stationary
monitor gathers first data including first time data (step
520), and a portable monitor gathers second data includ-
ing time code and/or second time data (step 530). Al-
though Figure 7 depicts the portable monitor gathering
the time code, in other embodiments the stationary mon-
itoring system may gather a time code in addition to or
instead of the portable monitor. The gathered data are
communicated to a processor (step 540), which produces
audience measurement data (step 550). The processor
determines whether the media data was recorded prior
to the first time data by comparing the time code and the
first time data (step 560) and whether the media data
was recorded prior to the second time data by comparing
the time code and the second time data (step 570). In
the case that the first time data corresponds to the time
that the predetermined receiver received the media data,
the processor determines whether the data was recorded
prior to such reception. In the case that the second time
data corresponds to the time that the portable monitor
received the media data, the processor determines
whether the data was recorded prior to such reception.

In various embodiments, different determinations are
made according to the times to which the first time data
and second time data correspond. In various embodi-
ments, steps 560 and 570 are performed in any order,
the data collected in these steps is be collected before,
after, or at substantially the same time as any audience
measurement data collected in step 550. In certain em-
bodiments, the audience measurement data collected in
step 550 encompasses the data collected in steps 560
and 570.
[0044] Figure 8 illustrates a system 600 for gathering
audience measurement data including an indication of
whether an audio portion 625 was reproduced and
whether a user left a vicinity of a predetermined receiver
610 in accordance with certain embodiments of the
present invention. The predetermined receiver 610 re-
ceives, presents or reproduces media data, of which at
least a portion 620 is communicated to an input device
632 of a stationary monitoring system 620 via communi-
cations medium 612, which can be wired or wireless. In
certain embodiments, the stationary monitoring system
630 receives an audio portion of the media data 620. In
some of these embodiments, the communications medi-
um 612 comprises a physical coupling from an audio out-
put of the predetermined receiver 610 to the input device
632. In certain embodiments input device 632 comprises
a microphone, electrical or magnetic field sensitive de-
vice, antenna, optical input or other wireless receiving
device or transducer. In other embodiments, the station-
ary monitoring system 630 receives a video portion of
the media data 620. In still other embodiments, the sta-
tionary monitoring system 630 receives one or more data
packets of digital media data, such as a digital television
broadcast. Subsequent to receiving the media data 620,
or a portion thereof, the stationary monitoring system 630
detects an ancillary code using an ancillary code detector
634, and gathers first data 640 based on the first ancillary
code. Thus, in various embodiments, the first ancillary
code is gathered from an audio portion of the media data
620, a video portion of the media data 620, or a data
packet. The stationary monitoring system 630 gathers
first data 640 based on the first ancillary code, and com-
municates it to a processor 670 via communications de-
vice 636 and communications medium 672. In certain
embodiments, the first data 640 comprises an indication
of a station, a channel, and/or a program received by the
predetermined receiver 610.
[0045] The predetermined receiver 610 additionally
communicates an audio portion 625 of the media data
620 to an audio receiver, depicted as a microphone 652,
of a portable monitor 650. Although Figure 6 shows a
microphone 652 as the audio receiver in the portable
monitor 650, in certain other embodiments other audio
reception equipment is used. The portable monitor 650
has an ancillary code detector 656 to detect a first ancil-
lary code in the audio portion 625, and the portable mon-
itor 650 then gathers the second data 660 based on the
ancillary code. In certain embodiments, the second data
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660 comprises detection error data produced by the port-
able monitor 650. The detection error data indicates the
success of the portable monitor 650 detecting the second
ancillary code. Also, in certain embodiments, the second
data 640 comprises an indication of a station, a channel,
and/or a program reproduced by the predetermined re-
ceiver 610. Further, in certain embodiments, the first and
second ancillary codes are the same code, while in other
embodiments they are different codes. The second data
650 is then communicated to the processor 670 via com-
munications device 658 and communications medium
674.
[0046] Suitable decoding techniques for detecting an-
cillary codes are the subject of US Patent Nos. 5,450,490
and No. 5,764,763 to Jensen, et al., U.S. Patent No.
5,579,124 to Aijala, et al., U.S. Patent Nos. 5,574,962,
5,581,800 and 5,787,334 to Fardeau, et al., U.S. Patent
Application No. 09/318,045, in the names of Neuhauser,
et al. filed May 25, 1999, U.S. Patent Application No.
09/948,283 to Kolessar, et al. filed September 7, 2001
and U.S. Patent Application No. 10/302,309 to Jensen,
et al., filed November 22, 2002, each of which is assigned
to the assignee of the present application and all of which
are incorporated herein by reference. Still other suitable
decoding techniques are the subject of PCT Publication
WO 00/04662 to Srinvasan, U.S. Patent No. 5,319,735
to Preuss, et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,175,627 to Petrovich,
et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,828,325 to Wolosewicz, et al.,
U.S. Patent No. 6,154,484 to Lee et al., U.S. Patent No.
5,945,932 to Smith, et al., PCT Publication WO 99/59275
to Lu, et al., PCT Publication WO 98/26529 to Lu, et al.
, and PCT Publication WO 96/27264 to Lu, et al., all of
which are incorporated herein by reference.
[0047] In certain embodiments, the portable monitor
also communicates data concerning the identity of the
user to the processor, so that the audience measurement
data produced is associated with a particular user. In
some such embodiments, the user identification data is
communicated based on the portable monitor detecting
an ancillary code in the audio portion 625 of the media
data 620. In certain embodiments, the ancillary code
comprises the same code as the one conveying the sec-
ond data, and the portable monitor 650 communicates
user identification data uniquely identifying the user. In
other embodiments, the ancillary code comprises a dif-
ferent code, specifically addressing portable monitor
650, as opposed to any other portable monitors that may
be present, and the user identification data comprises
logging data, that is attributed to the user of portable mon-
itor 650 by the processor 670 based on the time at which
the user identification data was communicated.
[0048] The processor 670 receives the first data 640
and the second data 660 and produces audience meas-
urement data 680 based on these data. The audience
measurement data 680 includes audio portion repro-
duced indication data 682, which indicates whether the
audio portion 625 of the media data 220 was reproduced.
In certain embodiments, the processor 670 produces the

audio portion reproduced indication data 682 based on
the first data and the second data. In some embodiments,
if the second data 660 indicates a substantially high de-
tection error rate, the processor 670 concludes that the
predetermined receiver 610 did not reproduce the audio
portion 625 of the media data 620. In other embodiments,
the processor concludes that the predetermined receiver
610 did not reproduce the audio portion 625 based on
the lack of an indication in the second data 660 of at least
one of a station, a channel, and a program to which the
user was exposed, along with an indication in the first
data 640 that some other portion, such as the video por-
tion, of the media data 420 was in fact reproduced, and
a signal or data indicating the presence of the user, such
as the second data 660 or user identification data. In still
other embodiments, lack of reproduction of the audio por-
tion 625 is detected by examining audience measure-
ment data corresponding to three consecutive time pe-
riods, wherein during the first and third time periods the
second data 660 provided identification information
and/or a relatively low detection error rate, but during the
second time period, the second data provided no such
identification information and/or a relatively high detec-
tion error rate. In certain embodiments, the lack of repro-
duction of the audio portion 625 is used to signify that
the user muted the audio portion 625.
[0049] The audience measurement data 680 also in-
cludes user left indication data 684, which indicates that
the user left a vicinity of the predetermined receiver 610.
In certain embodiments, the processor 670 produces this
data based on the first data 640 and the second data
660. In some embodiments, the processor 670 concludes
that the user left the vicinity of the predetermined receiver
610 by an increasing detection error rate, as reported by
the second data 660.
[0050] Figures 9A and 9B illustrate a process 700 of
gathering audience measurement data in accordance
with certain embodiments of the present invention. Re-
ferring at first to Figure 9A, media data is received by a
predetermined receiver and reproduced for one or more
users (step 701). The stationary monitoring system gath-
ers first data including a time code and first time data
(step 702), and the portable monitor gathers second data
including second time data (step 704). In certain embod-
iments, the first data, second data, and/or portions there-
of, are encoded in the media data in the form of ancillary
codes. In certain embodiments, such data is produced
by extracting signatures from the media data. In some
embodiments, the stationary monitoring system gathers
the first data, or portions thereof, from a data packet in
a digital broadcast channel received by the predeter-
mined receiver, wherein the first data comprises an indi-
cation of at least one of a station, a channel, and a pro-
gram, received by the predetermined receiver. In other
embodiments, the first data is based on an ancillary code
encoded in a video or audio portion of the media data.
In certain embodiments, the second data is based on an
ancillary code encoded in an audio portion of the media
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data.
[0051] The processor also gathers user identification
data (step 706). In certain embodiments, the user iden-
tification data is communicated from the portable monitor
to the processor. In other embodiments, the user indi-
cates his or her presence through the user of a push-
button device such as a remote control or people meter.
In still other embodiments, the user wears a personal
identification tag. In yet other embodiments, ultrasonic
or light radiation is used to identify the user.
[0052] The first data and second data are communi-
cated to the processor (step 708), which produces the
audience measurement data based on the first data and
the second data (step 710). In certain embodiments, the
second data is communicated directly from the portable
monitor to the processor via a wired or wireless commu-
nications medium. In other embodiments, the second da-
ta is communicated from the portable monitor to a base
station in which it can be placed, and then from the base
station to the processor via a wired or wireless commu-
nications medium.
[0053] Referring now to Figure 9B at A, the processor
evaluates whether the code was detected with sufficient
confidence based on the detection error data (step 732).
If a code was detected with sufficient confidence, then it
is determined that the audio portion was reproduced
(step 736); on the other hand, if a code was not detected
with sufficient confidence, then it is determined that the
audio portion was not reproduced (step 734). From this
determination, the processor produces audio portion re-
production data (step 738). The processor also evaluates
whether the detection error rate is increasing. If it is not
increasing to a sufficient extent, then the processor de-
termines that the user has not left the vicinity of the pre-
determined receiver; on the other hand, if it is increasing
to a sufficient extent (step 742), then the processor de-
termines that the user has left the vicinity of the prede-
termined receiver (step 744). From this determination,
the processor produces "left vicinity" audience measure-
ment data (step 746). The audio portion reproduction da-
ta and left vicinity audience measurement data become
part of the combined audience measurement data (step
748).
[0054] Referring again to Figure 9A, the user identifi-
cation data gathered by the processor in step 706 is as-
sociated with the audience measurement data produced
in step 710 to produce user-specific audience measure-
ment data (step 712). As seen in Figure 9B at B, this data
becomes part of the combined audience measurement
data (step 748).
[0055] In step 714 of Figure 9A, the time to which the
time code corresponds ("time code time") is compared
to the time to which the first time data corresponds ("first
time data time"). If the two times are not substantially the
same, then time code time is earlier (step 716), as the
time code time is no later than the time of reception by
the predetermined receiver, and the first time data time
is no earlier than the reception by the predetermined re-

ceiver. If the time code time is earlier, then the media
data was recorded prior to the first time data time (step
718). In certain embodiments the first time data time is
a time of reception of the media data by the predeter-
mined receiver, in which case it is determined that the
media data was recorded prior to such reception. Since
the time code time is earlier than the first time data time,
as found in step 716, the time code time is also earlier
than the time to which the second time data corresponds
("second time data time") (step 722), as the second time
data time is no earlier than the first time data time. Thus,
the media data was recorded prior to the second time
data time (step 724). In certain embodiments, the second
time data time is the time of reproduction of media data,
in which case it can be determined whether the media
data was recorded prior to reproduction. In certain em-
bodiments where the predetermined receiver comprises
a media data recording device, the first time data time is
a time of reception of media data, and the second time
data time is a time of reproduction of media data, if the
time code time is substantially the same as the first data,
but earlier than the second data, the processor can con-
clude that the media data was recorded by the media
data recording device before being reproduced for the
user. Based on such determinations, the processor pro-
duces recorded media audience measurement data
(step 730). Referring to Figure 9B at B, the recorded me-
dia audience measurement data is part of the combined
audience measurement data (step 748).
[0056] Referring back to step 714 of Figure 9A, if the
time code time is substantially the same time as the first
time data time, then the media data was not recorded
prior to the first time data time (step 726). Next, in step
720, it is determined whether the time code time is sub-
stantially the same as the second time data time. If the
two times are not substantially the same, the process
continues with step 722 as described above. If they are
substantially the same, however, it is concluded that the
media data was not recorded prior to the second time
data time (step 728). The processor then produces the
recorded media audience measurement data based on
such determinations (step 730). In certain embodiments,
the first time data represents a time of reception by the
predetermined receiver and the second time data repre-
sents a time of reproduction by the predetermined re-
ceiver; thus, if step 728 is reached, the processor can
conclude that the media data was reproduced at sub-
stantially the same time as reception. Referring to Figure
9B at B, the recorded media audience measurement data
forms part of the combined audience measurement data
(step 748).
[0057] Figure 10 is an exemplary table of the data that
is collected in accordance with certain embodiments of
the present invention. The table corresponds to usage
of media data from a television from a time period from
11:00:00 to 11:05:46 on 7/8/2003, where time is recorded
on a 24-hour clock. The stationary monitoring system
gathers first data comprising first channel identification
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data and time code. The time code has the form MMD-
DYY.HHMMSS, where M=Month, D=Day, Y=Year,
H=Hour, M=Minute, and S=Second. The portable moni-
tor gathers second data, including user identification data
(a seven digit number in the embodiments illustrated by
Figure 10), second channel identification data corre-
sponding to the channel identification data gathered by
the stationary monitoring system, time of detection data
(same format as the time code) corresponding to the time
at which the second data was gathered, and detection
error rate data. For the detection error rate data, the nu-
merals 1, 2, 3, and 4 represent four levels of increasing
relative error, while 999 represents the failure to detect
a code at even a minimum acceptable level. Although in
the depicted embodiment the first data and second data
comprise an indication of a channel to which the user
was exposed, in various embodiments the first data and
second data comprise an indication of at least one of a
station, a channel, and a program to which the user was
exposed. The processor produces audience measure-
ment data based on the first data and the second data.
The audience measurement data includes channel iden-
tification data and "other data." The "other data" includes
recorded media audience measurement data, muting au-
dience measurement data, and left vicinity audience
measurement data.
[0058] In the embodiment to be described, the only
time-related data used in producing the audience meas-
urement data are the time code gathered by the station-
ary monitoring system, and the time of detection data
gathered by the portable monitor; thus, the actual time
is only known when the portable monitor takes data,
which, as will be described, is less frequent than the sta-
tionary monitoring system in this embodiment. In other
embodiments, the stationary monitoring system gathers
time of detection data in addition to or instead of the port-
able monitoring device, which provides for a more fre-
quent actual time record. In still other embodiments, rel-
ative times are used as opposed to absolute times for
one or more of the time-related data.
[0059] Note that from 11:00:00 to 11:05:40, data is pro-
vided from the stationary monitoring system at twenty-
second intervals, but from the portable monitor at one-
minute intervals, and from 11:05:40 to 11:05:46, data is
provided from the stationary monitoring system at two-
second intervals. In other embodiments the stationary
monitoring system and/or the portable monitor collect da-
ta more or less often. However, as in certain embodi-
ments the portable monitor gathers the second data
based on an ancillary code in an audio portion of the
media data through the use of a microphone, in these
embodiments, the stationary monitoring system resolves
the first data within a first time interval that is shorter than
a second time interval in which the portable monitor re-
solves the second data. In some such embodiments, the
stationary monitoring system also gathers the first data
based on an ancillary code in audio media data, but
through an audio output cable, typically allowing for faster

code detection than would be possible with a micro-
phone. The italicized channel identification data pro-
duced by the processor are indicative of correspondenc-
es between the data collected by the first channel iden-
tification data and the second channel identification data,
whereas the block print channel identification data pro-
duced by the processor are indicative of the first channel
identification data from the stationary monitoring system.
Although the portable monitor was not able to resolve
channel identification data in these shorter time intervals,
the detection error rate was low enough that the proces-
sor could conclude that the user was indeed exposed to
the media data corresponding to the first channel identi-
fication data. Hence, by comparing the first data to the
second data, such as the first channel identification data
and the second channel identification data, and detecting
a correspondence there between, the processor can pro-
duce audience measurement data in a third time interval
shorter than the time interval of the data collected by the
portable monitor. This is evident in Figure 10, as between
11:00:00 and 11:05:40, audience measurement data is
produced at twenty-second intervals despite the fact that
the portable monitor collected data over one-minute in-
tervals. In certain embodiments, the first time interval and
second time interval are selected as appropriate, while
the third time interval is shorter than either of the first time
interval and second time interval.
[0060] The data gathered at 11:00:00 indicates that
the user was exposed to the media data at the time of its
reception by the receiver, as the time of detection data
was the same as the time code. Further, as the detection
error rate was relatively low, it was determined that the
audio portion was reproduced (and not muted). The
channel identification data produced was based on a cor-
respondence between the data from the stationary mon-
itoring system and the portable monitor. The 11:00:20
and 11:00:40 data indicate that the media data was not
muted based on the error detection rate. It is not deter-
mined, in this embodiment, whether the user was ex-
posed to media data in real time or media data previously
recorded at 11:00:20 and 11:00:40, because the portable
monitor does not indicate time of detection data at these
times. In other embodiments, the stationary monitoring
system indicates time of detection data at a rate compa-
rable with the rate at which it gathers other data, and the
real time/recorded status is determined at these times.
The situation at 11:01:00 is analogous to that of 11:00:00.
[0061] At 11:01:20, the user is exposed to CBS rather
than ABC, as reported by the stationary monitoring sys-
tem. The portable monitor first reports data concerning
CBS exposure at 11:02:00. Also at this time, the detection
error rate increases to 2; as the increase is small and
short-lived, however, it is assumed to be do to a brief
increase in ambient noise or the like, and is not interpret-
ed as the user muting the audio portion, the user leaving
the room, or the predetermined receiver not reproducing
the audio portion.
[0062] At 11:03:00, the audience measurement data
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indicates that the audio portion was not received. Since
the detection error rate increased to 999, a drastic and
sudden increase, and since the increase lasts through
11:03:40 before dropping suddenly back to 1, the proc-
essor concludes that the audio portion was muted, as
opposed to simply an increase in ambient noise or de-
crease in volume. Hence, the channel identification data
is determined exclusively from the stationary monitoring
system. In the illustrated embodiment, the portable mon-
itor is still operative to report data at one-minute intervals,
even though it could not resolve the ancillary code. Thus,
it reports a time of detection data, and it is determined
that the user was still exposed to media data in real time.
The audio portion is again reproduced at 11:03:40, as
the detection error rate returned to 1.
[0063] At 11:03:40, the user is exposed to recorded
media data, as can be seen by comparing the actual time
to the time code. However, the audience measurement
data in the illustrated does not indicate that the media
data was recorded until 11:04:00, because the portable
monitor only reports time of detection data at one-minute
intervals. In other embodiments, the time of detection
data is collected by the stationary monitoring system and
reported more frequently, allowing for a quicker detection
of a change from real-time to recorded media data, and
vice-versa.
[0064] From 11:05:40 to 11:05:52, there is a clear pat-
tern of increase of the detection error rate. As the in-
crease is steady and over a period of twelve seconds as
opposed to a quick spike, the audience measurement
data indicates that the user left the vicinity of the receiver.
[0065] Figure 11 depicts a system 800 for monitoring
the usage of media data by a user according to certain
embodiments. A predetermined receiver 810 receives
media data. A stationary monitoring system 830 is cou-
pled with the predetermined receiver 810 through cou-
pling 830, and gathers data concerning the usage of the
media data some or all of which 820 is communicated to
a processor 870. In the embodiments illustrated by Figure
11, the stationary monitoring system 830 comprises the
processor 870. The predetermined receiver 810 commu-
nicates the media data 820, or a portion thereof, to the
portable monitor 850 via communications medium 814.
The portable monitor, which gathers data concerning us-
age of the media data is in communication with a base
station 855 via communications medium 852. In certain
embodiments, the portable monitor 850 is regularly, for
example, on a daily basis, coupled with the base station
855 to communicate any data it has gathered. The base
station 855 then communicates the data gathered by the
portable monitor 850 to the processor 870 in the station-
ary monitoring system 830. The processor 870 produces
audience measurement data based on the data gathered
by the stationary monitoring system 830 and the portable
monitor 850, and communicates the audience measure-
ment data to a remote location 890 via communications
medium 885.
[0066] Figure 12 illustrates a system 900 for gathering

data concerning usage of media data by a user. A pre-
determined receiver 910 comprises a media data and/or
playback device 925 and a stationary monitoring system
930. The stationary monitoring system 930 gathers data
concerning usage of the media data by the device 925.
In certain embodiments, the stationary monitoring sys-
tem 930 comprises a peripheral of the predetermined
receiver 910, or hardware. In other embodiments, the
stationary monitoring system 930 comprises software
running on a processor included in the predetermined
receiver 910. In still other embodiments, the predeter-
mined receiver comprises a personal video recorder,
such as a TiVo® device, or the like, which performs the
function of both the media data recording and/or playback
device 925 and the stationary monitoring system 930. In
other embodiments, instead of actually containing a sta-
tionary monitoring system, the predetermined receiver is
operative to perform the same function that the stationary
monitoring system 930 performs in the embodiments il-
lustrated in Figure 12. In those applications where the
receiver is portable or moveable (as in an automobile),
the stationary monitoring system is "stationary" with re-
spect to the portable or moveable receiver.
[0067] The predetermined receiver 910 is in commu-
nication with a portable monitor 950, and communicates
at least a portion 920 of the media data to the portable
monitor 950 via communications medium 914. The port-
able monitor 950 also gathers data concerning usage of
the media data 920, and then communicates the data to
the processor 970 via communications medium 974.
[0068] Based on the data gathered by the stationary
monitoring system 930 and the portable monitor 950, the
processor 970 produces audience measurement data.
As with processors in previously illustrated and dis-
cussed embodiments, the location of the processor 970
varies between particular embodiments. In certain em-
bodiments, the processor is located adjacent to the pre-
determined receiver 910, the stationary monitoring sys-
tem 930, and/or the portable monitor 950, while in other
embodiments the processor is located remotely from the
predetermined receiver 910, the stationary monitoring
system 930, and/or the portable monitor 950.
[0069] Figure 13 illustrates a system 1000 showing the
types of media data of whose usage is monitored in ac-
cordance with certain embodiments of the present inven-
tion. The home 1010 contains a television 1012, with as-
sociated stationary monitoring system 1014, and a radio
1016, with associated stationary monitoring system
1018. The stationary monitoring system 1014 and the
stationary monitoring system 1018 communicate with a
hub 1020, via communications medium 1015 and com-
munications medium 1019, respectively, communicating
data concerning use of the media data received by the
television 1012 and radio 1016, respectively. The porta-
ble monitor 1025, associated with a particular user of the
television 1012 and radio 1016, gathers data concerning
the use of media data from both the television 1012 and
radio 1016, and communicates the data to the hub 1020
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via communications medium 1026. The hub 1020 is in
communication with a remote location 1060, via commu-
nications medium 1070. In certain embodiments, the hub
1020 produces audience measurement data based on
the data from the stationary monitoring system 1014, sta-
tionary monitoring system 1018, and portable monitor
1025, and communicates the audience measurement
data to the remote location. In certain other embodi-
ments, the hub 1020 communicates the data from the
stationary monitoring system 1014, stationary monitoring
system 1018, and portable monitor 1025 to the remote
location 1060, and then the audience measurement data
is produced at the remote location. In certain embodi-
ments, at least one of communications mediums 1015,
1019, 1026, and 1070 is wired, while in other embodi-
ments, at least one of communications mediums 1015,
1019, 1026, and 1070 is wireless.
[0070] Figure 13 also shows an office 1030, with a pre-
determined receiver 1032. The user from home 1010 car-
ries portable monitor 1025 to the office 1030, where the
portable monitor 1025 gathers data concerning use of
media data reproduced or presented by the predeter-
mined receiver 1032, and communicates the data to the
remote location 1060 via communications medium 1070.
[0071] A car 1050 driving on road 1052 is also illus-
trated in Figure 13. A different user, along with portable
monitor 1027, is exposed to a billboard 1054. A billboard
proximity signal is communicated to portable monitor
1027 via communications medium 1056, and the portable
monitor 1027 gathers data concerning exposure to the
billboard 1054, and communicates the gathered data to
the remote location 1060 via communications medium
1070. Suitable techniques for monitoring exposure to bill-
boards in this manner, as well as further relevant tech-
niques are disclosed in US patent application No.
10/392,132 in the names of Jack K. Zhang, Jack C. Crys-
tal and James M. Jensen, assigned to the assignee of
the present application and hereby incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.
[0072] At some point, the driver of car 1050 may visit
bar 1040, with predetermined receiver 1042. The porta-
ble monitor 1027 gathers data concerning the use of the
media data received and reproduced by predetermined
receiver 1042, and communicates the gathered data to
remote location 1060 via communications medium 1070.
[0073] Although Figure 13 illustrates a single commu-
nications medium 1070 for communicating data to the
remote location, in other embodiments, plural communi-
cations mediums are used. Also, in certain embodiments,
stationary monitoring systems, not shown for simplicity
and clarity, also monitor the media data from the prede-
termined receiver 1032 in the office, the predetermined
receiver 1042 in the bar, and/or the billboard 1054. How-
ever, in other embodiments, a stationary monitoring sys-
tem is not used at one or more of these locations, at the
sacrifice of resolving audience measurement data in a
shorter time interval than possible with only portable
monitor 1025 or portable monitor 1027. Further, although

Figure 13 shows the monitoring of media data usage of
two users, other embodiments monitor the usage of fewer
or more users.
[0074] Figure 14 illustrates a system for monitoring us-
age of media data from a predetermined receiver 1100
that receives media data from a media data provider 1120
to present or reproduce the same for a user. In certain
embodiments the media data provider 1120 comprises
a cable or satellite television or radio system, an Internet
content provider or other source. A portable monitor 1140
is carried on the person of a user of the media data re-
produced or presented by the receiver 1100, and oper-
ates in the same manner as any one or more of the port-
able monitors described hereinabove to gather first data
concerning usage of the media data. A monitoring system
1160 is coupled with the media data provider 1120 to
gather second data concerning usage of the media data
by the predetermined receiver 1100. The monitoring sys-
tem operates in the same manner as any one or more of
the stationary monitoring systems described herein-
above to gather second data concerning usage of the
media data. In certain embodiments, the monitoring sys-
tem 1160 is coupled with the head end of a cable or sat-
ellite television system from which the predetermined re-
ceiver 1100 obtains media data, for example, to gather
ancillary codes, such as source identification codes and
time codes embedded in media data supplied to sub-
scribers including the user of the predetermined receiver
1100. In certain embodiments, the monitoring system
1160 is coupled with a content server or other source of
content providing media data to the predetermined re-
ceiver 1100 via the Internet or other network, to gather
data such as Internet addresses and meta data.
[0075] Although the invention has been described with
reference to a particular arrangement of parts, features
and the like, these are not intended to exhaust all possible
arrangements or features, and indeed many other mod-
ifications, combinations, and variations will be ascertain-
able to those of skill in the art.
[0076] Embodiments of the present invention are set
out in the following numbered clauses:

1. A method for gathering data concerning usage of
media data provided from a predetermined receiver
to a user, comprising:

gathering first data concerning usage of the me-
dia data by the predetermined receiver by
means of a stationary monitoring system;
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver by means of a portable monitor carried
on the person of the user, wherein the second
data corresponds to at least a portion of the first
data;
communicating the first data and the second da-
ta to a processor; and
using the processor to match the second data
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to the first data, thereby producing audience
measurement data concerning usage of the me-
dia data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver.

2. The method of clause 1, wherein gathering the
first data comprises gathering a time code corre-
sponding to a broadcast time of the media data, fur-
ther comprising:

gathering time of detection data corresponding
to a time at which the first data was gathered;
and
comparing the time code with the time of detec-
tion data to produce data indicating whether the
reproduced media data had been recorded prior
to a time at which the first data was gathered.

3. The method of clause 1, wherein gathering the
first data comprises gathering a time code corre-
sponding to a broadcast time of the media data, fur-
ther comprising:

gathering time of detection data corresponding
to a time at which the second data was gathered;
and
comparing the time code with the time of detec-
tion data to produce data indicating whether the
reproduced media data had been recorded prior
to provision thereof to the user.

4. The method of clause 1, further comprising:

gathering user identification data uniquely iden-
tifying the user exposed to the media data; and
associating the user identification data with the
audience measurement data, thereby produc-
ing user-specific audience measurement data.

5. A system for gathering data concerning usage of
media data provided from a predetermined receiver
to a user, comprising:

a stationary monitoring system coupled with the
predetermined receiver for gathering first data
concerning usage of the media data by the pre-
determined receiver;
a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user having an input to receive the media data
reproduced by the predetermined receiver, for
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver, wherein the second data corresponds to
at least a portion of the first data; and
a processor having at least one input to receive
the first data from the stationary monitoring sys-
tem and the second data from the portable mon-
itor, operative to match the second data to the

first data to produce match data, and operative
to produce audience measurement data con-
cerning usage of the media data from the pre-
determined receiver based on the match data.

6. The system of clause 5, wherein the first data com-
prises a time code corresponding to a broadcast time
of the media data, further comprising a clock coupled
to the stationary monitoring system for gathering
time of detection data corresponding to a time at
which the first data was gathered, wherein the proc-
essor is operative to compare the time code with the
time of detection data to produce data indicating
whether the reproduced media data had been re-
corded prior to the time at which the first data was
gathered.

7. The system of clause 5, wherein the first data com-
prises a time code corresponding to a broadcast time
of the media data, further comprising a clock coupled
to the portable monitor for gathering time of detection
data corresponding to a time at which the second
data was gathered, wherein the processor is opera-
tive to compare the time code with the time of detec-
tion data to produce data indicating whether the re-
produced media data had been recorded prior to re-
ceipt thereof by the portable monitor.

8. The system of clause 5, wherein the processor is
operative to gather user identification data uniquely
identifying the user exposed to the media data, and
wherein the processor is operative to associate the
user identification data with the audience measure-
ment data, thereby producing user-specific audience
measurement data.

9. The system of clause 5, wherein the stationary
monitoring system comprises software running on a
processor of the predetermined receiver.

10. A method for gathering data concerning usage
of media data provided from a predetermined receiv-
er to a user, comprising:

gathering first data concerning usage of the me-
dia data by the predetermined receiver by
means of a stationary monitoring system;
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver by means of a portable monitor carried
on the person of the user, wherein the second
data corresponds to at least a portion of the first
data;
gathering user identification data uniquely iden-
tifying the user exposed to the media data;
communicating the first data, the second data,
and the user identification data to a processor;
using the processor to match the second data
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to the first data, thereby producing audience
measurement data concerning usage of the me-
dia data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver; and
associating the user identification data with the
audience measurement data, thereby produc-
ing user-specific audience measurement data.

11. The method of clause 10, wherein gathering the
first data comprises gathering a time code corre-
sponding to a broadcast time of the media data, fur-
ther comprising:

gathering at least one of first time of detection
data corresponding to a time at which the first
data was gathered and second time of detection
data corresponding to a time at which the sec-
ond data was gathered;
communicating at least one of the first time of
detection data and the second time detection
data to a processor; and
using the processor to produce at least one of
first time comparison data and second time com-
parison data,
wherein producing the first time comparison da-
ta comprises comparing the time code to the first
time of detection data to produce data indicating
whether the media data provided from the pre-
determined receiver had been recorded prior to
the time at which the first data was gathered, and
wherein producing the second time comparison
data comprises comparing the time code to the
second time of detection data to produce data
indicating whether the media data had been re-
corded prior to exposure of the user thereto.

12. A system for gathering data concerning usage
of media data provided from a predetermined receiv-
er to a user, comprising:

a stationary monitoring system coupled with the
predetermined receiver for gathering first data
concerning usage of the media data received by
the predetermined receiver;
a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user having an input to receive the media data
reproduced by the predetermined receiver, for
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data reproduced by the predetermined
receiver, wherein the second data comprises at
least a portion of the first data; and
a processor having at least one input to receive
the first data from the stationary monitoring sys-
tem and the second data from the portable mon-
itor, operative to match the second data to the
first data to produce match data, thereby pro-
ducing audience measurement data concerning
usage of the media data provided from the pre-

determined receiver based on the match data,
wherein the processor is operative to gather us-
er identification data uniquely identifying the us-
er exposed to the media data, and
wherein the processor is operative to associate
the user identification data with the audience
measurement data, thereby producing user-
specific audience measurement data.

13. The system of clause 12, wherein the first data
comprises a time code corresponding to a broadcast
time of the media data, further comprising at least
one of a first clock coupled to the stationary moni-
toring system for gathering first time of detection data
corresponding to a time at which the first data was
gathered, and a second clock coupled to the portable
monitor for gathering second time of detection data
corresponding to a time at which the second data
was gathered, wherein the processor is operative to
produce at least one of first time comparison data
and second time comparison data;
wherein the first time comparison data comprises an
indication of whether the media data received by the
predetermined receiver had been recorded prior to
the time at which the first data was gathered, based
on comparing the time code and the first time detec-
tion data; and
wherein the second time comparison data comprises
an indication of whether the reproduced media data
had been recorded prior to receipt thereof by the
portable monitor, based on comparing the time code
and the second time detection data.

14. A method for gathering data concerning usage
of media data provided from a predetermined receiv-
er to a user, comprising:

gathering first data concerning usage of the me-
dia data by the predetermined receiver by
means of a stationary monitoring system;
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver by means of a portable monitor carried
on the person of the user; and
producing audience measurement data con-
cerning usage of the media data provided from
the predetermined receiver from the first data
and the second data.

15. The method of clause 14, wherein the predeter-
mined receiver comprises the stationary monitoring
system.

16. The method of clause 15, wherein the stationary
monitoring system comprises software running on a
processor of the predetermined receiver.

17. The method of clause 14, wherein the predeter-
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mined receiver comprises at least one of a media
data recording device, a media data playback de-
vice, a user-operated recording device, a user-op-
erated playback device, a television, television
broadcast reception equipment, a radio, radio broad-
cast reception equipment, a video cassette player,
a digital video disk player, a digital video recorder, a
gaming device, a personal video player, an audio
cassette player, a compact disk player, a personal
audio player, an electronic book, and a personal
computer.

18. The method of clause 14, wherein the media data
comprises at least one of television data, radio data,
video cassette data, digital video disk data, digital
video recorder data, personal video player data, au-
dio cassette data, compact disk data, personal audio
player data, audio data, video data, digital audio da-
ta, digital video data, gaming data, streaming media,
Internet-supplied data, and personal computer data.

19. The method of clause 14, wherein the media data
comprises data received by the predetermined re-
ceiver from a recording medium.

20. The method of clause 14, wherein the media data
comprises data recorded by the predetermined re-
ceiver after reception thereof by the predetermined
receiver.

21. The method of clause 14, wherein producing au-
dience measurement data comprises producing da-
ta reflecting both exposure of the user to media data
reproduced upon reception thereof by the predeter-
mined receiver and exposure of the user to media
data recorded by the predetermined receiver prior
to exposure of the user thereto.

22. The method of clause 14, wherein producing au-
dience measurement data comprises producing da-
ta reflecting a proportion of media data recorded by
the predetermined receiver to which the user was
exposed.

23. The method of clause 14, wherein gathering the
second data comprises gathering data correspond-
ing to at least a portion of the first data.

24. The method of clause 23, wherein producing the
audience measurement data comprises comparing
the first data to the second data.

25. The method of clause 14, wherein gathering the
first data comprises gathering first media data recep-
tion data comprising an indication of at least one of
a station, a channel, and a program received by the
predetermined receiver, wherein gathering the sec-
ond data comprises gathering second media data

reception data comprising an indication of at least
one of a station, a channel, and a program to which
the user was exposed, and wherein producing the
audience measurement data comprises comparing
the first media data reception data to the second me-
dia data reception data.

26. The method of clause 14, further comprising
gathering time of detection data corresponding to a
time at which the first data was gathered.

27. The method of clause 26, further comprising de-
termining an operational status of the predetermined
receiver, based on the time of detection data.

28. The method of clause 27, further comprising us-
ing the stationary monitoring system to determine
the operational status of the predetermined receiver,
and wherein the first data comprises data corre-
sponding to the operational status of the predeter-
mined receiver.

29. The method of clause 27, further comprising
communicating at least one of the first data and the
time of detection data to a processor, and using the
processor to determine the operational status of the
predetermined receiver.

30. The method of clause 25, wherein gathering the
first data comprises gathering a time code from the
media data, further comprising comparing the time
code with the time of detection data to produce data
indicating whether the media data received by the
predetermined receiver had been recorded prior to
the time at which the first data was gathered.

31. The method of clause 14, further comprising
gathering time of detection data corresponding to a
time at which the second data was gathered.

32. The method of clause 31, further comprising de-
termining an operational status of the predetermined
receiver, based on the time of detection data.

33. The method of clause 31, wherein gathering the
first data comprises gathering a time code from the
media data, further comprising comparing the time
code with the time of detection data to produce data
indicating whether the reproduced media data had
been recorded prior to receipt thereof by the portable
monitor.

34. The method of clause 14, wherein the predeter-
mined receiver comprises a media data recording
device, further comprising:

gathering at first time data corresponding to at
least one of a time of reception of the media data
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by the predetermined receiver and a time of re-
cording thereof by the media data recording de-
vice;
gathering second time data corresponding to a
time of reproduction of the media data recorded
by the media data recording device; and
comparing the first time data and the second
time data to produce data indicating that the me-
dia data recording device recorded the media
data prior to reproduction of the media data.

35. The method of clause 14, wherein gathering the
first data comprises gathering a time code from the
media data.

36. The method of clause 35, further comprising de-
termining an operational status of the predetermined
receiver, based on the time code.

37. The method of clause 36, further comprising us-
ing the stationary monitoring system to determine
the operational status of the predetermined receiver,
and wherein the first data comprises data corre-
sponding to the operational status of the predeter-
mined receiver.

38. The method of clause 36, further comprising us-
ing the portable monitor to determine the operational
status of the predetermined receiver, and wherein
the second data comprises data corresponding to
the operational status of the predetermined receiver.

39. The method of clause 36, further comprising
communicating at least one of the first data and the
second data to a processor, and using the processor
to determine the operational status of the predeter-
mined receiver.

40. The method of clause 14, wherein the first data
is resolved within a first time interval, wherein the
second data is resolved within a second time interval,
and wherein the first time interval is shorter than the
second time interval.

41. The method of clause 40, wherein the first data
and the second data comprise an indication of at
least one of a station, a channel, a commercial, a
segment and a program to which the user is exposed.

42. The method of clause 40, wherein gathering the
second data comprises detecting an ancillary code
in audio media data received as acoustic energy by
the portable monitor.

43. The method of clause 41, wherein gathering the
first data comprises detecting an ancillary code in
audio media received by the predetermined receiver
by means of the stationary monitoring system.

44. The method of clause 40, further comprising
comparing the first data and the second data to de-
tect correspondence there between and based on a
detected correspondence thereof, producing third
data representing the usage of media data as reflect-
ed by the second data and resolved within a third
time interval shorter than the second time interval.

45. The method of clause 14, further comprising
gathering user identification data associated with the
user, wherein the user identification data uniquely
identifies the user.

46. The method of clause 45, further comprising as-
sociating the audience measurement data with the
user identification data, thereby producing user-spe-
cific audience measurement data.

47. The method of clause 14, wherein gathering the
first data comprises receiving a first ancillary code
encoded in the media data, and wherein gathering
the second data comprises receiving a second an-
cillary code encoded in the media data.

48. The method of clause 47, wherein gathering the
first data further comprises:

receiving an audio portion of the media data in
the stationary monitoring system; and
detecting the first ancillary code in the audio por-
tion.

49. The method of clause 48, wherein receiving the
audio portion of the media data in the stationary mon-
itoring system comprises receiving the audio portion
through an audio input device coupling the stationary
monitoring system to the predetermined receiver.

50. The method of clause 47, wherein gathering the
second data further comprises:

receiving an audio portion of the media data in
the portable monitor; and
detecting the second ancillary code in the audio
portion.

51. The method of clause 50, wherein receiving the
audio portion of the media data in the portable mon-
itor comprises receiving the audio portion by means
of a microphone or other transducer.

52. The method of clause 47, wherein the first and
second ancillary codes comprise the same code.

53. The method of clause 47, where in the first and
second ancillary codes comprise different codes.

54. The method of clause 53, wherein gathering the
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first ancillary code comprises gathering the first an-
cillary code from one of a video portion of the media
data and a data packet of digital media data, and
wherein gathering the second ancillary code com-
prises gathering the second ancillary code from au-
dio media data.

55. The method of clause 14, wherein gathering the
first data comprises receiving a data packet broad-
cast within a digital broadcast channel, wherein the
data packet comprises an indication of at least one
of a station, a channel, and a program received by
the predetermined receiver.

56. The method of clause 14, wherein gathering the
second data comprises detecting an ancillary code
encoded in an audio portion of the media data re-
ceived in the portable monitor through a microphone
or other transducer.

57. The method of clause 14, further comprising:

communicating the first data and the second da-
ta to a processor; and
producing data by means of the processor indi-
cating that an audio portion of the media data
received by the predetermined receiver has not
been reproduced, based on the first data and
the second data.

58. The method of clause 57, wherein the processor
produces the data based on the absence in the sec-
ond data of an indication of at least one of a station,
a channel, and a program to which the user was ex-
posed.

59. The method of clause 56, further comprising:

communicating the first data and the second da-
ta to a processor; and
producing data by means of the processor indi-
cating that the user left a vicinity of the prede-
termined receiver, based on the first data and
the second data.

60. The method of clause 59, wherein the second
data comprises detection error data produced by the
portable monitor.

61. The method of clause 14, further comprising:

communicating the first data from the stationary
monitoring system to a processor;
communicating the second data from the port-
able monitor to the processor; and
using the processor to produce the audience
measurement data concerning usage of the me-
dia data received by the predetermined receiver

and reproduced for the user, based on the first
data and the second data.

62. The method of clause 14, further comprising
communicating the audience measurement data to
a remote location.

63. The method of clause 14, further comprising
communicating the first data and the second data to
a remote location, and wherein producing audience
measurement data comprises producing the audi-
ence measurement data at the remote location.

64. A system for gathering data concerning usage
of media data provided from a predetermined receiv-
er to a user, comprising:

a stationary monitoring system coupled with the
predetermined receiver for gathering first data
concerning usage of the media data by the pre-
determined receiver;
a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user having an input to receive the media data
provided from the predetermined receiver, for
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver; and
a processor having at least one input to receive
the first data from the stationary monitoring sys-
tem and the second data from the portable mon-
itor, for producing audience measurement data
concerning usage of the media data provided
from the predetermined receiver from the first
data and the second data.

65. The system of clause 64, wherein the predeter-
mined receiver comprises the stationary monitoring
system.

66. The system of claim 65, wherein the stationary
monitoring system comprises software running on a
processor of the predetermined receiver.

67. The system of clause 64, wherein the predeter-
mined receiver comprises at least one of a media
data recording device, a media data playback de-
vice, a user-operated recording device, a user-op-
erated playback device, a television, television
broadcast reception equipment, a radio, radio broad-
cast reception equipment, a video cassette player,
a digital video disk player, a digital video recorder, a
gaming device, a personal video player, an audio
cassette player, a compact disk player, a personal
audio player, an electronic book, and a personal
computer.

68. The system of clause 64, wherein the media data
comprises at least one of television data, radio data,
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video cassette data, digital video disk data, digital
video recorder data, personal video player data, au-
dio cassette data, compact disk data, personal audio
player data, audio data, video data, digital audio da-
ta, digital video data, gaming data, streaming media,
Internet-supplied data, and personal computer data.

69. The system of clause 64, wherein the media data
comprises data received by the predetermined re-
ceiver from a recording medium.

70. The method of clause 64, wherein the media data
comprises data recorded by the predetermined re-
ceiver after reception thereof by the predetermined
receiver.

71. The system of clause 64, wherein the audience
measurement data comprises data reflecting both
exposure of the user to media data reproduced upon
reception thereof by the predetermined receiver and
exposure of the user to media data recorded by the
predetermined receiver prior to exposure of the user
thereto.

72. The system of clause 64, wherein the audience
measurement data comprises data reflecting a pro-
portion of media data recorded by the predetermined
receiver to which the user was exposed.

73. The system of clause 64, wherein the second
data corresponds to at least a portion of the first data.

74. The system of clause 73, wherein the processor
is operative to compare the first data to the second
data.

75. The system of clause 64, wherein the first data
comprises first media data reception data compris-
ing an indication of at least one of a station, a chan-
nel, and a program received by the predetermined
receiver, wherein the second data comprises second
media data reception data comprising an indication
of at least one of a station, a channel, and a program
to which the user was exposed, and wherein the
processor is operative to compare the first media
data reception data to the second media data recep-
tion data.

76. The system of clause 64, further comprising a
clock coupled to the stationary monitoring system
for gathering time of detection data corresponding
to a time at which the first data was gathered.

77. The system of clause 76, wherein the processor
is operative to determine an operational status of the
predetermined receiver, based on the time of detec-
tion data.

78. The system of clause 76, wherein the stationary
monitoring system is operative to determine an op-
erational status of the predetermined receiver,
based on the time of detection data.

79. The system of clause 76, wherein the first data
comprises a time code, and wherein the processor
is operative to compare the time code with the time
of detection data to produce data indicating whether
the reproduced media data had been recorded prior
to the time at which the first data was gathered.

80. The system of clause 64, further comprising a
clock coupled to the portable monitor for gathering
time of detection data corresponding to a time at
which the second data was gathered.

81. The system of clause 80, wherein at least one
of the portable monitor and the processor is opera-
tive to determine an operational status of the prede-
termined receiver, based on the time of detection
data.

82. The system of clause 80, wherein the first data
comprises a time code, and wherein at least one of
the portable monitor and the processor is operative
to compare the time code with the time of detection
data to produce data indicating whether the repro-
duced media data had been recorded prior to receipt
thereof by the portable monitor.

83. The system of clause 64, wherein the predeter-
mined receiver comprises a media data recording
device,
wherein the stationary monitoring system is opera-
tive to gather first time data corresponding to at least
one of a time of reception of the media data by the
predetermined receiver and a time of recording
thereof by the media data recording device,
wherein the portable monitor is operative to gather
second time data corresponding to a time of repro-
duction of the media data recorded by the media
data recording device, and
wherein the processor is operative to compare the
first time data and the second time data to produce
data indicating that the media data recording device
recorded the media data prior to reproduction of the
media data.

84. The system of clause 64, wherein the first data
comprises a time code gathered from the media da-
ta.

85. The system of clause 84, wherein the processor
is operative to determine an operational status of the
predetermined receiver, based on the time code.

86. The system of clause 74, wherein the stationary
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monitoring system is operative to determine an op-
erational status of the predetermined receiver based
on the time code, and wherein the first data compris-
es data corresponding to the operational status of
the predetermined receiver.

87. The system of clause 64, wherein the portable
monitor is operative to detect a time code in the me-
dia data, and wherein one of the portable monitor
and the processor is operative to determine an op-
erational status of the predetermined receiver.

88. The system of clause 64, wherein the stationary
monitoring system is operative to resolve the first
data within a first time interval, wherein the portable
monitor is operative to resolve the second data within
a second time interval, and wherein the first time
interval is shorter than the second time interval.

89. The system of clause 88, further comprising an
ancillary code encoded in audio media data, wherein
the portable monitor is operative to receive the audio
media data as acoustic energy, and gather the sec-
ond data based on the ancillary code.

90. The system of clause 89, further comprising an
ancillary code encoded in audio media data received
by the predetermined receiver, wherein the station-
ary monitoring system is operative to receive the au-
dio media data, and gather the first data based on
the ancillary code.

91. The system of clause 88, wherein at least one
of the stationary monitoring system and the proces-
sor is operative to compare the first data and the
second data to detect correspondence there be-
tween, and based on a detected correspondence
thereof, produce third data representing the usage
of media data as reflected by the second data and
resolved within a third time interval shorter than the
second time interval.

92. The system of clause 88, wherein the first data
and the second data comprise an indication of at
least one of a station, a channel, and a program to
which the user is exposed.

93. The system of clause 64, wherein the processor
is operative to gather user identification data unique-
ly identifying the user.

94. The system of clause 93, wherein the processor
is operative to associate the audience measurement
data with the user identification data, thereby pro-
ducing user-specific audience measurement data.

95. The system of clause 64, wherein the media data
comprises a first ancillary code and a second ancil-

lary code, and wherein the stationary monitoring sys-
tem is operative to detect the first ancillary code and
the portable monitoring device is operative to detect
the second ancillary code.

96. The system of clause 95, wherein the stationary
monitoring system comprises:

an audio receiver for receiving an audio portion
of the media data; and
a detector coupled to the audio receiver for de-
tecting the first ancillary code in the audio portion
of the media data.

97. The system of clause 96, wherein the audio re-
ceiver is physically coupled to the predetermined re-
ceiver.

98. The system of clause 95, wherein the portable
monitor comprises:

an audio receiver for receiving an audio portion
of the media data; and
a detector coupled to the audio receiver for de-
tecting the second ancillary code in the audio
portion of the media data.

99. The system of clause 98, wherein the audio re-
ceiver comprises a microphone or other transducer.

100. The system of clause 95, wherein the first and
second ancillary codes comprise the same code.

101. The system of clause 95, wherein the first and
second ancillary codes comprise different codes.

102. The system of clause 101, wherein the first an-
cillary code is encoded in one of a video portion of
the media data and a data packet of digital media
data, and the second ancillary code is encoded in
audio media data.

103. The system of clause 64, wherein the stationary
monitoring system is operative to gather the first data
from a data packet broadcast in a digital broadcast
channel received by the predetermined receiver,
wherein the first data comprises an indication of at
least one of a station, a channel, and a program re-
ceived by the predetermined receiver.

104. The system of clause 64, wherein the media
data comprises an ancillary code encoded in an au-
dio portion of the media data, and the portable mon-
itor comprises a microphone or other transducer for
receiving the audio portion.

105. The system of clause 104, wherein the proces-
sor is operative to produce an indication that the au-
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dio portion of the media data received by the prede-
termined receiver has not been reproduced, based
on the first data and the second data.

106. The system of clause 105, wherein the proces-
sor is operative to produce the indication based on
the absence in the second data of an indication of
at least one of a station, a channel, and a program
to which the user was exposed.

107. The system of clause 104, wherein the proces-
sor is operative to produce an indication that the user
left a vicinity of the predetermined receiver, based
on the first data and the second data.

108. The system of clause 107, wherein the second
data comprises detection error data produced by the
portable monitor.

109. The system of clause 64, wherein the processor
is operative to communicate the audience measure-
ment data to a remote location.

110. The system of clause 64, wherein the processor
is located remotely from the stationary monitoring
system and the portable monitoring device.

111. A method for gathering data concerning media
data provided from a predetermined receiver to a
user, comprising:

gathering first data concerning usage of the me-
dia data by means of a portable monitor carried
on the person of the user;
gathering second data concerning usage of me-
dia data by the predetermined receiver by
means of a monitoring system separate from the
portable monitor, the second data correspond-
ing to at least a portion of the first data; and
producing audience measurement data based
on the first and second data.

112. The method of clause 111, wherein producing
audience measurement data comprises matching
the first data with the second data.

113. The method of clause 111, wherein the moni-
toring system comprises a stationary monitoring sys-
tem.

114. The method of clause 113, wherein the station-
ary monitoring system is positioned in proximity to
the receiver.

115. The method of clause 111, wherein the moni-
toring system comprises software running on a proc-
essor of the receiver.

116. The method of clause 111, wherein the moni-
toring system receives one of the media data or data
concerning the media data from a cable or satellite
television or radio system and produces the second
data therefrom.

117. The method of clause 111, wherein the moni-
toring system is located within the receiver.

118. The method of clause 111, wherein the moni-
toring system comprises a peripheral device coupled
with the receiver.

119. The method of clause 111, wherein the moni-
toring system receives one of the media data and
data concerning the media data from a server or oth-
er content provider supplying the media data to the
receiver.

120. A system for gathering data concerning media
data provided from a predetermined receiver to a
user, comprising:

a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user having an input to receive the media data
provided from the predetermined receiver, for
gathering first data concerning usage of the me-
dia data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver;
a monitoring system coupled with the predeter-
mined receiver for gathering second data con-
cerning usage of the media data by the prede-
termined receiver, the monitoring system being
separate from the portable monitor, the second
data corresponding to at least a portion of the
first data; and
a processor having at least one input to receive
the first data from the monitoring system and the
second data from the portable monitor, for pro-
ducing audience measurement data concerning
usage of the media data provided from the pre-
determined receiver from the first data and the
second data.

121. The system of clause 120, wherein the proces-
sor is operative to match the first data with the second
data.

122. The system of clause 120, wherein the moni-
toring system comprises a stationary monitoring sys-
tem.

123. The system of clause 122, wherein the station-
ary monitoring system is positioned in proximity to
the receiver.

124. The system of clause 120, wherein the moni-
toring system comprises software running on a proc-
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essor of the receiver.

125. The system of clause 120, wherein the moni-
toring system is coupled with a cable or satellite tel-
evision or radio system to receive one of the media
data or data concerning the media data and produc-
es the second data therefrom.

126. The system of clause 120, wherein the moni-
toring system is located within the receiver.

127. The system of claim 120, wherein the monitor-
ing system comprises a peripheral device coupled
with the receiver.

128. The system of clause 120, wherein the moni-
toring system is coupled with a server or other con-
tent provider supplying the media data to the receiver
to receive one of the media data and data concerning
the media data therefrom.

129. A method for gathering data concerning usage
of media data provided from a predetermined receiv-
er to a user, comprising:

gathering first data concerning usage of the me-
dia data by the predetermined receiver by
means of a stationary monitoring system,
wherein gathering the first data comprises gath-
ering a time code corresponding to a broadcast
time of the media data;
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver by means of a portable monitor carried
on the person of the user, wherein the second
data corresponds to at least a portion of the first
data;
gathering at least one of first time of detection
data corresponding to a time at which the first
data was gathered and second time of detection
data corresponding to a time at which the sec-
ond data was gathered;
communicating the first data, the second data,
and at least one of the first time of detection data
and the second time of detection data to a proc-
essor;
using the processor to match the second data
to the first data, thereby producing audience
measurement data concerning usage of the me-
dia data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver; and using the processor to produce at
least one of first time comparison data and sec-
ond time comparison data,
wherein producing the first time comparison da-
ta comprises comparing the time code to the first
time of detection data to produce data indicating
whether the media data used by the predeter-
mined receiver had been recorded prior to the

time at which the first data was gathered, and
wherein producing the second time comparison
data comprises comparing the time code to the
second time of detection data to produce data
indicating whether the media data had been re-
corded prior to receipt thereof by the portable
monitor.

130. A system for gathering data concerning usage
of media data provided from a predetermined receiv-
er to a user, comprising:

a stationary monitoring system coupled with the
predetermined receiver for gathering first data
concerning usage of the media data by the pre-
determined receiver, wherein the first data com-
prises a time code corresponding to a broadcast
time of the media data;
a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user having an input to receive the media data
provided from the predetermined receiver, for
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver, wherein the second data comprises at
least a portion of the first data;
at least one of a first clock coupled to the sta-
tionary monitoring system for gathering first time
of detection data corresponding to a time at
which the first data was gathered, and a second
clock coupled to the portable monitor for gath-
ering second time of detection data correspond-
ing to a time at which the second data was gath-
ered;
a processor having at least one input to receive
the first data from the stationary monitoring sys-
tem and the second data from the portable mon-
itor, operative to match the second data to the
first data to produce match data, and operative
to produce audience measurement data con-
cerning usage of the media data provided from
the predetermined receiver based on the match
data,
wherein the processor is operative to produce
at least one of first time comparison data and
second time comparison data,
wherein the first time comparison data compris-
es an indication whether the media data used
by the predetermined receiver had been record-
ed prior to the time at which the first data was
gathered, based on comparing the time code
and the first time detection data, and
wherein the second time comparison data com-
prises an indication whether the media data had
been recorded prior to receipt thereof by the
portable monitor, based on comparing the time
code and the second time detection data.
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Claims

1. A method for gathering data concerning usage of
media data provided from a predetermined receiver
to a user, comprising:

gathering first data concerning usage of the me-
dia data by the predetermined receiver by
means of a monitoring system;
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver by means of a portable monitor carried
on the person of the user and separate from the
monitoring system; and
producing audience measurement data con-
cerning usage of the media data provided from
the predetermined receiver from the first data
and the second data,
characterised in that the first data is resolved
within a first time interval, wherein the second
data is resolved within a second time interval,
and wherein the first time interval is shorter than
the second time interval, further comprising
comparing the first data and the second data to
detect correspondence there between and
based on a detected correspondence thereof,
producing third data representing the usage of
media data as reflected by the second data and
resolved within a third time interval shorter than
the second time interval.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein producing the audi-
ence measurement data comprises comparing the
first data to the second data.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein gathering the first
data comprises gathering first media data reception
data comprising an indication of at least one of a
station, a channel, and a program received by the
predetermined receiver, wherein gathering the sec-
ond data comprises gathering second media data
reception data comprising an indication of at least
one of a station, a channel, and a program to which
the user was exposed, and wherein producing the
audience measurement data comprises comparing
the first media data reception data to the second me-
dia data reception data.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein gathering the first
data comprises gathering a time code from the media
data.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein gathering the second
data comprises detecting an ancillary code in audio
media data received as acoustic energy by the port-
able monitor.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising gathering

user identification data associated with the user,
wherein the user identification data uniquely identi-
fies the user.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising associat-
ing the audience measurement data with the user
identification data, thereby producing user-specific
audience measurement data.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein gathering the first
data comprises receiving a first ancillary code en-
coded in the media data, and wherein gathering the
second data comprises receiving a second ancillary
code encoded in the media data.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

communicating the first data and the second da-
ta to a processor; and
producing data by means of the processor indi-
cating that an audio portion of the media data
received by the predetermined receiver has not
been reproduced, based on the first data and
the second data.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the processor pro-
duces the data based on the absence in the second
data of an indication of at least one of a station, a
channel, and a program to which the user was ex-
posed.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

communicating the first data and the second da-
ta to a processor; and
producing data by means of the processor indi-
cating that the user left a vicinity of the prede-
termined receiver, based on the first data and
the second data.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the second data
comprises detection error data produced by the port-
able monitor.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the monitoring sys-
tem comprises a stationary monitoring system.

14. The method of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the first data and the second data comprise signa-
tures extracted from the media data.

15. A system for gathering data concerning usage of me-
dia data provided from a predetermined receiver to
a user, comprising:

a monitoring system coupled with the predeter-
mined receiver for gathering first data concern-
ing usage of the media data by the predeter-
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mined receiver;
a portable monitor carried on the person of the
user having an input to receive the media data
provided from the predetermined receiver, for
gathering second data concerning usage of the
media data provided from the predetermined re-
ceiver; and
a processor having at least one input to receive
the first data from the stationary monitoring sys-
tem and the second data from the portable mon-
itor, for producing audience measurement data
concerning usage of the media data provided
from the predetermined receiver from the first
data and the second data,
characterized in that the monitoring system is
operative to resolve the first data within a first
time interval, wherein the portable monitor is op-
erative to resolve the second data within a sec-
ond time interval, and wherein the first time in-
terval is shorter than the second time interval,
and
at least one of the monitoring system and the
processor is operative to compare the first data
and the second data to detect correspondence
there between, and based on a detected corre-
spondence thereof, produce third data repre-
senting the usage of media data as reflected by
the second data and resolved within a third time
interval shorter than the second time interval.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the processor is
operative to compare the first data to the second
data.

17. The system of claim 15, wherein the first data com-
prises first media data reception data comprising an
indication of at least one of a station, a channel, and
a program received by the predetermined receiver,
wherein the second data comprises second media
data reception data comprising an indication of at
least one of a station, a channel, and a program to
which the user was exposed, and wherein the proc-
essor is operative to compare the first media data
reception data to the second media data reception
data.
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