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(54) Ceramic matrix composite platform assembly for an airfoil of a gas turbine engine and  
corresponding rotor disk assembly

(57) A ceramic matrix composite (CMC) platform for
an airfoil (66C) of a gas turbine engine (20) includes a
CMC platform segment (86,88) which at least partially
defines an airfoil profile. A corresponding rotor disk as-
sembly (64c) is also provided.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a gas turbine
engine, and more particularly to Ceramic Matrix Com-
posites (CMC) components therefor.
[0002] The turbine section of a gas turbine engine op-
erates at elevated temperatures in a strenuous, oxidizing
type of gas flow environment and is typically manufac-
tured of high temperature superalloys. Turbine rotor mod-
ules often include a multiple of rotor disks that may be
fastened together by bolts, tie rods and other structures.
Each of the rotor disks includes a multiple of shrouded
blades which are typically retained through a firtree slot
arrangement. This approach works well with metal alloys,
but may be a challenge when the rotor disk is manufac-
tured of a ceramic matrix composite (CMC) material.

SUMMARY

[0003] A Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform
assembly for an airfoil of a gas turbine engine according
to an exemplary aspect of the present disclosure includes
a CMC platform segment which at least partially defines
an airfoil profile.
[0004] A Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform
assembly for an airfoil of a gas turbine engine according
to an exemplary aspect of the present disclosure includes
a CMC forward platform segment with a first platform
inner surface which at least partially defines an airfoil
profile and a CMC aft platform segment with a second
platform inner surface which defines a remainder of the
airfoil profile.
[0005] A Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform
assembly for an airfoil of a gas turbine engine according
to an exemplary aspect of the present disclosure includes
a CMC platform segment which defines a first edge sur-
face countered to abut a pressure side of a first airfoil
and a second edge surface countered to abut a suction
side of a second airfoil.
[0006] A rotor disk assembly for a gas turbine engine
according to an exemplary aspect of the present disclo-
sure includes a hub defined about an axis of rotation, the
hub includes a first radial flange having a multiple of first
apertures and a second radial flange with a multiple of
second apertures. A CMC airfoil with a CMC root section
that defines a bore about a non-linear axis, the CMC root
section located between the first radial flange and the
second radial flange such that the bore is aligned with
one of the multiple of first apertures and one of the mul-
tiple of second apertures. A CMC platform segment at
least partially contoured to the CMC airfoil, the CMC plat-
form segment defines an at least partial platform aper-
ture. An airfoil pin is engaged with the at least partial
platform aperture, the one of the multiple of first and sec-
ond apertures and the bore.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] Various features will become apparent to those
skilled in the art from the following detailed description
of the disclosed non-limiting embodiment. The drawings
that accompany the detailed description can be briefly
described as follows:

Figure 1 is a schematic cross-section of a gas turbine
engine;
Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view of a LPT sec-
tion of the gas turbine engine with a hybrid CMC LPT
disk assembly;
Figure 3 is an exploded view of a hybrid CMC disk
assembly;
Figure 4 is an assembled view of the hybrid CMC
disk assembly;
Figure 5 is a side view of the hybrid CMC disk as-
sembly;
Figure 6 is a top perspective view of the hybrid CMC
disk assembly;
Figure 7 is a perspective view of a CMC airfoil;
Figure 8 is a front perspective view of the CMC airfoil;
Figure 9 is a side perspective view of the CMC airfoil;
Figure 10 is a ply arrangement of a CMC airfoil;
Figure 11 is an exploded view of a CMC airfoil and
CMC platform assembly;
Figure 12 is a perspective view of a hybrid CMC disk
assembly which illustrates a single CMC airfoil and
a platform assembly thereon;
Figure 13 is a front view of a CMC airfoil and CMC
platform assembly;
Figure 14 is a side view of a CMC airfoil and CMC
platform assembly;
Figure 15 is an aft view of a CMC airfoil and CMC
platform assembly;
Figure 16 is a perspective view of a CMC airfoil and
a single CMC platform assembled to a disk;
Figure 17 is a perspective view of a section of a hybrid
CMC disk assembly;
Figure 18 is an alternate embodiment of a hybrid
CMC disk assembly; and
Figure 19 is a perspective view of a CMC airfoil
mountable to the hybrid CMC disk assembly of Fig-
ure 18.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0008] Figure 1 schematically illustrates a gas turbine
engine 20. The gas turbine engine 20 is disclosed herein
as a two-spool turbofan that generally incorporates a fan
section 22, a compressor section 24, a combustor section
26 and a turbine section 28. Alternative engines might
include an augmentor section (not shown) among other
systems or features. The fan section 22 drives air along
a bypass flowpath while the compressor section 24 drives
air along a core flowpath for compression and commu-
nication into the combustor section 26 then expansion
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through the turbine section 28. Although depicted as a
turbofan gas turbine engine in the disclosed non-limiting
embodiment, it should be understood that the concepts
described herein are not limited to use with turbofans as
the teachings may be applied to other types of turbine
engines.
[0009] The engine 20 generally includes a low speed
spool 30 and a high speed spool 32 mounted for rotation
about an engine central longitudinal axis A relative to an
engine static structure 36 via several bearing systems
38. It should be understood that various bearing systems
38 at various locations may alternatively or additionally
be provided.
[0010] The low speed spool 30 generally includes an
inner shaft 40 that interconnects a fan 42, a low pressure
compressor 44 and a low pressure turbine 46. The inner
shaft 40 is connected to the fan 42 through a geared
architecture 48 to drive the fan 42 at a lower speed than
the low speed spool 30. The high speed spool 32 includes
an outer shaft 50 that interconnects a high pressure com-
pressor 52 and high pressure turbine 54. A combustor
56 is arranged between the high pressure compressor
52 and the high pressure turbine 54. The inner shaft 40
and the outer shaft 50 are concentric and rotate about
the engine central longitudinal axis A which is collinear
with their longitudinal axes.
[0011] The core airflow is compressed by the low pres-
sure compressor 44 then the high pressure compressor
52, mixed with fuel and burned in the combustor 56, then
expanded over the high pressure turbine 54 and low pres-
sure turbine 46. The turbines 54, 46 rotationally drive the
respective low speed spool 30 and high speed spool 32
in response to the expansion.
[0012] With reference to Figure 2, the low pressure tur-
bine 46 generally includes a low pressure turbine case
60 with a multiple of low pressure turbine stages. In the
disclosed non-limiting embodiment, the low pressure tur-
bine case 60 is manufactured of a ceramic matrix com-
posite (CMC) material or metal alloy. It should be under-
stood that examples of CMC material for all componentry
discussed herein may include, but are not limited to, for
example, S200 and SiC/SiC. It should be also understood
that examples of metal superalloy for all componentry
discussed herein may include, but are not limited to, for
example, INCO 718 and Waspaloy. Although depicted
as a low pressure turbine in the disclosed embodiment,
it should be understood that the concepts described here-
in are not limited to use with low pressure turbine as the
teachings may be applied to other sections such as high
pressure turbine, high pressure compressor, low pres-
sure compressor and intermediate pressure compressor
and intermediate pressure turbine of a three-spool archi-
tecture gas turbine engine.
[0013] A low pressure turbine (LPT) rotor module 62
includes a multiple (three shown) of CMC disk assem-
blies 64A, 64B, 64C. Each of the CMC disk assemblies
64A, 64B, 64C include a row of airfoils 66A, 66B, 66C
which extend from a respective hub 68A, 68B, 68C. The

rows of airfoils 66A, 66B, 66C are interspersed with CMC
vane structures 70A, 70B to form a respective number
of LPT stages. It should be understood that any number
of stages may be provided.
[0014] The CMC disk assemblies 64A, 64C include
arms 72A, 72C which extend from the respective hub
68A, 68C. The arms 72A, 72C trap a mount 74B which
extends from hub 68B. A multiple of fasteners 76 (only
one shown) mount the arms 72A, 72C to the mount 74B
to assemble the CMC disk assemblies 64A, 64B, 64C
and form the LPT rotor module 62. The radially inwardly
extending mount 74B collectively attaches the LPT rotor
module 62 to the inner shaft 40. The arms 72A, 72C may
also include seals such as knife edge seals 71 which
interface with the CMC vane structures 70A, 70B.
[0015] Each hub 68A, 68B, 68C further includes a bore
geometrically that generally includes a blade mount sec-
tion 78A, 78B, 78C, a relatively thin disk section 80A,
80B, 80C that extends radially inward from the respective
blade mount section 78A, 78B, 78C then flares axially
outward to define a bore section 82A, 82B, 82C. In the
disclosed non-limiting embodiment, the hub 68A, 68B,
68C may be manufactured of CMC materials, such as
S200 and SiC/SiC, or metal alloy materials and others
to provide a hybrid rotor disk assembly.
[0016] The bore 82A, 82B, 82C facilitates the balance
of hoop stresses by minimizing free ring growth and to
counter moments which cause airfoil roll that may other-
wise increase stresses. That is, bore 82A, 82B, 82C is
designed to counter balance the load related to the re-
spective rows of airfoils 66A, 66B, 66C and appendages
such as the hub 72A, 72C. Placement of appendages
such as the hub 72A, 72C is typically placed in the self
sustaining radius. The self sustaining radius is defined
herein as the radius where the radial growth of the disk
equals the radial growth of a free spinning ring. Mass
radially inboard of the self sustaining radius is load car-
rying and mass radially outboard of the self-sustaining
radius is not load carrying and can not support itself.
Aside from the desire to balance the respective rows of
airfoils 66A, 66B, 66C, the relatively thin disk sections
80A, 80B, 80C and the bore sections 82A, 82B, 82C may
otherwise be of various forms and geometries.
[0017] It should be understood that although rotor disk
assembly 64C will be described in detail herein as the
hybrid rotor disk assembly, such description may also be
applicable to CMC disk assemblies 64A, 64B as well as
additional or other stages. The LPT rotor module 62 may
include only one or any number of hybrid CMC disk as-
semblies such as disk assembly 64C combined with oth-
er disk constructions. It should also be understood that
other rotor modules will also benefit herefrom.
[0018] With reference to Figure 3, the CMC disk as-
sembly 64C generally includes the hub 68C, a multiple
of airfoils 66C with a respective airfoil pin 84 (only one
of each shown), a forward platform segment 86 and an
aft platform segment 88. A hybrid combination of mate-
rials may be utilized within the disk assembly 64C. In the
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disclosed non-limiting embodiment, the hub 68C may be
manufactured of INCO718, Waspaloy, or other metal al-
loy, the airfoils 66C and the platform segments 86, 88
may be manufactured of a CMC material and the airfoil
pin 84 may be manufactured of a Waspaloy material. It
should be understood that various other materials and
combinations thereof may alternatively be utilized.
[0019] The blade mount section 78C of the hub 68C
defines a first radial flange 90 and a second radial flange
92 which receive a root section 66Cr of each of the mul-
tiple of airfoils 66C therebetween. Each of the first radial
flange 90 and the second radial flange 92 define a re-
spective multiple of apertures 90A, 92A which form
paired sets that align and correspond with a bore 66CrB
defined by the root section 66Cr of the airfoil 66C (Figure
4). An aperture 86A, 88A within a flange 86F, 88F of each
respective platform segment 86, 88 align with the asso-
ciated aperture 90A, 92A. That is, each flange 86E, 86F,
88F of each respective platform segments 86, 88 at least
partially encloses the first radial flange 90 and the second
radial flange 92 such that the assembled platform seg-
ments 86, 88 define the inner core airflow gas path C
(Figure 5).
[0020] The apertures 86A, 88A, 90A, 92A, and bore
66CrB form a curved path defined by a non-linear axis
C with respect to the engine longitudinal axis A about
which hub 68C rotates. The airfoil pin 84 extends along
the non-linear axis C such that the airfoil pin 84 is readily
assembled along the curved path. The curved path, in
one disclosed non-limiting embodiment, generally
matches the chamber 66cC of the airfoil 66C such that
centrifugal and aerodynamic forces pass radially through
the pin 84 (Figure 6).
[0021] The cross-sectional shape of the airfoil pin 84
matches the bore 66CrB. The bore 66CrB in the disclosed
non-limiting embodiment is non-circular in cross-section
to maximize engagement as well as prevent roll of the
airfoil 66C. In the disclosed non-limiting embodiment, the
airfoil pin 84 and the bore 66CrB is of a race track cross-
sectional shape. The airfoil pin 84 is held in place along
non-linear axis C with, for example, a head 84H on one
end and a fastener 98 engaged with an opposite end. It
should be understood that various alternate or additional
retention systems may be provided.
[0022] With reference to Figure 7, each airfoil 66C gen-
erally includes a CMC root section 66Cr, a CMC airfoil
section 66Ca and a CMC tip section 66Ct. It should be
understood that although described with respect to dis-
crete sections 66Cr, 66Ca, 66Ct, the airfoil 66C is essen-
tially an integral CMC component formed from CMC ply
layers which extend between the sections. The airfoil
section 66Ca defines a generally concave shaped side
which forms a pressure side 66P and a generally convex
shaped side which forms a suction side 66S between a
leading edge 66CL and a trailing edge 66CT.
[0023] The root section 66Cr defines the bore 66CrB
along the non-linear axis C and blends into the airfoil
section 66Ca. That is, the non-linear axis C defines a

curve, bend, angle or other non-linear path which may
generally follow the chamber of the airfoil section 66Ca
(Figures 8 and 9). The bore 66CrB extends through the
root section 66Cr generally between the leading edge
66CL and a trailing edge 66CT to attach the airfoil 66C
to the hub 68C.
[0024] With reference to Figure 10, the fabrication of
the CMC airfoil 66 may be performed in several steps to
form the various features. The root section 66Cr may be
manufactured from a tube 100 of CMC material such that
the tube 100 defines the bore 66CrB along the non-linear
axis C. It should be understood that "tube" as defined
herein includes, but is not limited to, a non-circular mem-
ber in cross-section. Additional CMC plies 102 of CMC
material wrap around the tube 100 then extend along an
airfoil axis B to form the airfoil section 66Ca and the tip
section 66Ct in an integral manner.
[0025] The tip section 66Ct may define a platform sec-
tion which, when assembled adjacent to the multiple of
airfoils 66C, defines an outer shroud. That is, the tip sec-
tion 66Ct is includes a cap of CMC plies 104 which are
generally transverse to the airfoil axis B. The cap of CMC
plies 104 may alternatively or additionally include fabric
plies to obtain thicker sections if required.
[0026] Triangular areas 106, 108 at which the multiple
of CMC plies 102 separate to at least partially surround
the tube 100 and separate to form the tip section 66Ct
may be filled with a CMC filler material 110 such as
chopped fiber and a tackifier. The CMC filler material 110
may additionally be utilized in areas where pockets or
lack of material may exist without compromising struc-
tural integrity.
[0027] With reference to Figure 11, the forward plat-
form segment 86 and the aft platform segment 88 are
assembled with the airfoil pin 84 to provide a platform
assembly (Figure 12) that axially traps each of the airfoils
66C therebetween. A platform inner surface 86S, 88S of
the respective platform segment 86, 88 defines an airfoil
profile to fit closely around the surface of each airfoil 66C
to thereby enclose the space between the first and sec-
ond radial flange 90, 92 to prevent the entrance of core
airflow (Figure 12). The forward platform segment 86 and
the aft platform segment 88 further define a contoured
edge structure 86E, 88E such that each adjacent set of
platform segments 86, 88 seal with the adjacent set of
platform segments 86, 88 (Figure 12). It should be un-
derstood that further redundant seal structures such as
feather seals may alternatively or additionally be provid-
ed.
[0028] With reference to Figures 13-15, another
non-limiting embodiment includes a platform 114 which
is arranged to fit between each airfoil 66 (Figure 16). The
platform 114 includes a first edge surface 116 which
abuts the pressure side 66P of one airfoil 66 and a second
edge surface 118 which abuts a suction side 66S of an
adjacent different airfoil 66 such that the multiple of plat-
forms 114 enclose the space between the first and sec-
ond radial flange 90, 92 (Figure 16) to define the inner

5 6 



EP 2 570 603 A2

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

core airflow gas path (Figure 17).
[0029] Each platform 114 further includes two partial
apertures 120, 122 within a respective forward and aft
flange 114FF, 114FA such that the platform 114 is
trapped by two airfoil pins 84. That is, the head 84H of
the airfoil pin 84 bridges adjacent platforms 114. The
heads 84H may be located adjacent the aft flange 114FA
of the platform 114.
[0030] With reference to Figure 18, another CMC disk
assembly 64C’ generally includes a hub 68C’ having a
first radial flange 90’, a second radial flange 92’ and a
third radial flange 91’ to define a blade mount section
78C’. The third radial flange 91’ facilitates additional sup-
port for the airfoil pin 84’.
[0031] The hub 68C’ generally includes the blade
mount section 78C’, a relatively thin disk section 80C’
that extends radially inward from the blade mount section
78C’ and an outwardly flared bore section 82C’. The third
radial flange 91’ in the disclosed non-limiting embodiment
is located generally in line with the relatively thin disk
section 80C’ as well as a bend formed within the root
section 66Cr’. The root section 66Cr’ includes a slot 124
(also illustrated in Figure 19) which receives the third
radial flange 91’. The slot 124 also facilitates relief of any
potential stress build up during CMC formation in the
bend of the root section 66Cr’. It should be understood
that the remainder of assembly is generally as described
above.
[0032] The hybrid assembly defined by the use of metal
alloys and CMC materials facilitates a lower weight con-
figuration through the design integration of a CMC blade.
The lower density of the material translates to a reduced
rim pull which decreases the stress field and disk weight.
[0033] It should be understood that like reference nu-
merals identify corresponding or similar elements
throughout the several drawings. It should also be un-
derstood that although a particular component arrange-
ment is disclosed in the illustrated embodiment, other
arrangements will benefit herefrom.
[0034] Although particular step sequences are shown,
described, and claimed, it should be understood that
steps may be performed in any order, separated or com-
bined unless otherwise indicated and will still benefit from
the present disclosure.
[0035] The foregoing description is exemplary rather
than defined by the limitations within. Various non-limiting
embodiments are disclosed herein, however, one of or-
dinary skill in the art would recognize that various mod-
ifications and variations in light of the above teachings
will fall within the scope of the appended claims. It is
therefore to be understood that within the scope of the
appended claims, the disclosure may be practiced other
than as specifically described. For that reason the ap-
pended claims should be studied to determine true scope
and content.

Claims

1. A Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly for an airfoil (66C) of a gas turbine engine
(20) comprising a CMC platform segment (86,88;
114) which at least partially defines an airfoil profile.

2. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said CMC plat-
form segment (114) defines a first edge surface (116)
countered to abut a pressure side (66P) of a first
airfoil (66C) and a second edge surface (118) coun-
tered to abut a suction side (66S) of a second airfoil
(66C).

3. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly as recited in claim 1 or 2, wherein said CMC
platform segment defines a CMC forward platform
segment (86) with a first platform inner surface (86S)
which at least partially defines said airfoil profile.

4. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly as recited in claim 3, further comprising a
CMC aft platform segment (88) with a second plat-
form inner surface (88S) which defines a remainder
of said airfoil profile.

5. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly for an airfoil (66C) of a gas turbine engine
as recited in claim 4, wherein said CMC aft platform
segment (88) defines an aperture (88A) for receipt
of an airfoil pin (84).

6. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly for an airfoil of a gas turbine engine (20) as
recited in any of claims 3 to 5, wherein said CMC
forward platform segment (86) defines an aperture
(86A) for receipt of an airfoil pin (84).

7. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly for an airfoil (66C) of a gas turbine engine
(20) as recited in claim 5 or 6, wherein said forward
platform segment aperture (86A) and/or said aft plat-
form segment aperture (88A) is non-circular.

8. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly for an airfoil (66C) of a gas turbine engine
(20) as recited in any of claims 4 to 7, wherein said
forward platform segment (86A) and said aft platform
segment (88A) defines a contoured edge structure
such that each adjacent set of said forward and aft
platform segments (86,88) abut with an adjacent set
of platform segments (86,88).

9. A Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly for an airfoil (66C) of a gas turbine engine
(20) comprising a CMC platform segment (114)
which defines a first edge surface (116) countered
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to abut a pressure side (66P) of a first airfoil (66C)
and a second edge surface (118) countered to abut
a suction side (66S) of a second airfoil (66C).

10. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly as recited in claim 9, wherein said CMC plat-
form segment (114) defines a first partial aperture
(120) and a second partial aperture (122) within a
flange (114fF,114fA).

11. The Ceramic Matrix Composite (CMC) platform as-
sembly as recited in claim 9 or 10, wherein said CMC
platform segment (114) defines a first partial aper-
ture (120) for receipt of a first airfoil pin (84H) for said
first airfoil (66C) and a second partial aperture (122)
for receipt of a second airfoil pin (84H) for said sec-
ond airfoil (66C).

12. A rotor disk assembly (64C) for a gas turbine engine
(20) comprising:

a hub (68C) defined about an axis of rotation
(A), said hub (68C) includes a first radial flange
(90) having a multiple of first apertures (90A)
and a second radial flange (92) with a multiple
of second apertures (92A);
a CMC airfoil (66C) having a root section (66Cr)
that defines a bore (66CrB) about a non-linear
axis (C), said CMC root section (66Cr) located
between said first radial flange (90) and said
second radial flange (92) such that said bore
(66CrB) is aligned with one of said multiple of
first apertures (90A) and one of said multiple of
second apertures (92A);
a CMC platform segment (86,88;114) at least
partially contoured to said CMC airfoil (66C),
said CMC platform segment (86,88;114) defines
an at least partial platform aperture (86A,88A;
120,122); and
an airfoil pin (84;84H) engaged with said at least
partial platform aperture (86A,88A;120,122),
said one of said multiple of first apertures (90A),
said one of said multiple of second apertures
(92A) and said bore (66CrB).

13. The rotor disk assembly (64C) as recited in claim 12,
wherein said disk assembly is one of a Low Pressure
Turbine disk assembly (62), a high pressure turbine
disk assembly, a high pressure compressor disk as-
sembly and a compressor disk assembly.

14. The rotor disk assembly (64C) as recited in claim 12
or 13, wherein said CMC platform segment (86,88)
defines a CMC forward platform segment (86) with
a first platform inner surface (86S) which at least
partially defines an airfoil profile, and optionally fur-
ther comprises a CMC aft platform segment (88) with
a second platform inner surface (88S) which defines

a remainder of said airfoil profile.

15. The rotor disk assembly as recited in any of claims
12 to 14, wherein said CMC platform segment (114)
defines a first edge surface (116) countered to abut
a pressure side (66P) of said CMC airfoil (66C) and
a second edge surface (118) countered to abut a
suction side (66S) of an adjacent CMC airfoil (66C).
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