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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a control appa-
ratus which PWM (Pulse Width Modulation) controls an
electromagnetic inductive load such as an electromag-
netic clutch or a relay coil.

Background Art

[0002] Usually, an electromagnetic inductive load such
as an electromagnetic clutch or a relay coil is subjected
to the PWM control in order to reduce the power con-
sumption. Patent Literature 1 shows one example of the
above, and a current control apparatus disclosed therein
is configured as shown in Fig. 24.
[0003] Referring to Fig. 24, a current which flows from
a battery 1 to a clutch solenoid 3 that is a load, and a
current sense resistor 4 through a transistor 2 is sensed
via an amplification circuit 5, and, based on the sense
value, a computing unit (microcomputer) 6 calculates a
duty cycle so as to obtain a given average current amount
as shown in Fig. 25, thereby PWM-driving the transistor 2.
[0004] In Fig. 24, reference numeral 7 denotes a free-
wheel diode, and reference numeral 8 denotes a clutch
solenoid drive circuit. Fig. 25 shows graphs for illustrating
a method of determining the duty cycle.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0005] Patent Literature 1: JP-A-2008-198850
[0006] US 6 351 162 B1 relates to a circuit arrangement
controlling an inductive load using a PWM control signal.
The duty cycle of the PWM control signal is set based on
a measurement voltage Vm across measuring resistor 9
which is arranged in series with flyback diode 8 carrying
the flyback current. When the value of the measurement
voltage Vm decreases to a reference voltage Vref, then
a high level of the PWM control signal is formed at output
Q. Further, at each trailing edge of the clock signal CLKI-
NA the output Q is set to a low level.
[0007] JP 2005-51932 A relates to a power unit which
is equipped with a momentary power failure detecting
circuit. This circuit detects voltage change when primary
input DC voltage causes a momentary power failure. A
PWM control circuit varies the pulse width controlling a
voltage converting circuit 1. When the momentary power
failure is detected with a respective detecting circuit 2, a
MAX-Duty control circuit 7 controls the pulse width so as
to lower the variable upper limit value of the pulse width
of the PWM control circuit 4.

Summary of the Invention

Technical Problem

[0008] In the conventional art, however, the computing
unit and A/D converter which are used for converting the
sensed current amount to the duty cycle are necessary,
thereby producing a problem in that the circuit is expen-
sive.
[0009] In a control method in which an average current
amount is managed, the ripple of a coil current is in-
creased by an increase of the load inductance or the
power supply voltage, and there is a possibility that the
current may fall below the minimum operating current.
[0010] In this case, it is contemplated that an operation
failure such as clutch slipping or separation of relay con-
tacts may occur. Therefore, a countermeasure that a suf-
ficient margin is set must be taken, thereby causing
wasteful power consumption.
[0011] In order to solve this, also a method has been
proposed in which, as shown in Fig. 26, the PWM is
turned ON/OFF at the lower and upper limit values of the
current flowing through the load. In this case, the PWM
frequency is determined by the inductance of the load
(when the inductance is low, the frequency is high as
shown in Fig. 26(a), and, when the inductance is high,
the frequency is low as shown in Fig. 26(b)). Therefore,
there is a possibility that, when the frequency corre-
sponds to an audible frequency, abnormal noises may
be generated.
[0012] In a circuit design, moreover, validations of the
switching loss and noises according to the frequencies
of loads must be performed.
[0013] The present invention has been conducted in
order to solve the problems that a computing unit and
A/D converter which are used for converting a sensed
current amount to a duty cycle are necessary, and that
the circuit is expensive. The problems are solved by the
subject matter of the independent claim. Advantageous
embodiments are covered by the dependent claims.

Solution

[0014] A control apparatus for an electromagnetic in-
ductive load according to an exemplary embodiment, ac-
cording to the prior art, so as to solve the problems is
configured so that the control apparatus is a circuit in
which a switching element that is PWM-controlled and
the electromagnetic inductive load are connected togeth-
er in series between a DC power supply and a ground,
and includes: a current sensing unit which senses a re-
generative current in an OFF time in a PWM driving op-
eration of the switching element; a current detecting unit
which outputs a current detection signal when a sense
current sensed by the current sensing unit becomes
smaller than a target current amount; a PWM signal gen-
erating unit which receives a clock signal of a given fre-
quency and the current detection signal output from the
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current detecting unit, and which generates a PWM sig-
nal that is at a high level or a low level during a period
from an output of a signal indicating a sense that the
current detection signal becomes smaller than the target
current amount, to rising or falling of the clock signal; and
a driving unit which is disposed between the PWM signal
generating unit and the switching element, and which
controls to drive the switching element.
[0015] In the above configuration, the current sensing
unit senses that the sense current (the regenerative cur-
rent in the OFF time in the PWM driving of the switching
element) detected by the current detecting unit becomes
smaller than the target current amount, and the PWM
signal is generated based on the current detection signal
and the clock signal. When the switching element is con-
trolled by the PWM signal, therefore, the duty cycle cor-
responding to the target current amount can be automat-
ically adjusted without calculating the duty cycle by
means of a computing unit or the like.
[0016] Moreover, the target current amount is adjusted
so as to have a value which is equal to or larger than a
minimum operating current of the load. Therefore, the
load current is not reduced below this value, and an op-
eration failure of the load such as clutch slipping or sep-
aration of relay contacts can be prevented from occur-
ring.
[0017] Furthermore, the PWM frequency is equal to
the frequency of the clock, and hence the PWM control
can be performed at a constant frequency irrespective
of the inductance of the load.
[0018] The control apparatus for the electromagnetic
inductive load according to a second exemplary embod-
iment is configured to include: a power supply voltage
monitoring unit which monitors a voltage of the DC power
supply, and which outputs a voltage reduction signal dur-
ing a period when the power supply voltage is reduced
to or below a set voltage; and a DC drive signal generating
unit which receives the voltage reduction signal output
from the power supply voltage monitoring unit, and which
outputs a DC drive signal that is always at the high level
during the power supply voltage reduction period and a
given time period after the voltage reduction is returned,
wherein the driving unit receives the DC drive signal out-
put from the DC drive signal generation and the PWM
signal output from the PWM signal generating unit.
[0019] The control apparatus for the electromagnetic
inductive load according to a third exemplary embodi-
ment is configured to include: a logical sum unit which
logically sums the clock signal and the PWM signal gen-
erated by the PWM signal generating unit, wherein the
driving unit receives an output of the logical sum unit.
[0020] The control apparatus for the electromagnetic
inductive load according to a fourth exemplary embodi-
ment is configured so that the current sensing unit is dis-
posed in a regenerative current flow path through which
a regenerative current in the OFF time during the PWM
driving operation of the switching device flows.
[0021] The control apparatus for the electromagnetic

inductive load according to a fifth exemplary embodiment
is configured so that the switching element is placed on
a side of the DC power supply to be subjected to high-
side driving, the current sensing unit includes a sense
resistor which is interposed in the regenerative current
flow path, and the current detecting unit includes an in-
version circuit which inverts a terminal voltage of the
sense resistor and a comparator which compares an out-
put voltage of the inversion circuit with a set voltage.
[0022] The control apparatus for the electromagnetic
inductive load according to a sixth exemplary embodi-
ment is configured so that the switching element is placed
on a side of the ground to be subjected to low-side driving,
the current sensing unit includes a sense resistor which
is interposed in the regenerative current flow path, and
the current detecting unit includes a first voltage drop
circuit which drops a terminal voltage of the sense resistor
on a side of the DC-power supply, a second voltage drop
circuit which drops a terminal voltage of the sense resistor
on a side of the switching element, and a comparator
which compares an output voltage of the first voltage
drop circuit with an output voltage of the second voltage
drop circuit.
[0023] The control apparatus for the electromagnetic
inductive load according to a seventh exemplary embod-
iment is configured so that the switching element is
placed on a side of the ground to be subjected to low-
side driving, the current sensing unit includes a sense
resistor which is interposed in the regenerative current
flow path, and the current detecting unit includes a dif-
ferential amplification circuit which obtains a deviation of
a terminal voltage of the sense resistor on a side of the
DC-power supply and a terminal voltage of the sense
resistor on a side of the switching element, and a com-
parator which compares a differential output of the dif-
ferential amplification circuit with a set voltage.

Advantageous Effects

[0024]

(1) According to the first to seventh embodiments, it
is possible to provide, in the control apparatus for an
electromagnetic inductive load, a PWM control cir-
cuit which can perform the driving while automatical-
ly adjusting the duty cycle so as to attain the target
current amount, without converting the sense value
of the current to the duty cycle by means of a com-
puting unit or the like.
Therefore, neither a computing unit (microcomputer
or the like) nor A/D converter used for conversion to
the duty cycle is not necessary, and the PWM control
can be realized by a small size and economical con-
figuration.
(2) According to the second embodiment, the driving
operation can be automatically switched to the DC
driving during the voltage reduction period. There-
fore, the electromagnetic inductive load is allowed
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to surely operate even at a low voltage, while avoid-
ing an unstable situation in the boundary between
the DC driving (= Duty 100%) and the PWM opera-
tion.
Moreover, the DC driving operation can be per-
formed during the given time period after returning
from voltage reduction. Therefore, it is possible to
cope with also a load which requires a large current
in the initial suction operation, such as an electro-
magnetic clutch or a relay with no problem.
(3) According to the third embodiment, in the case
where the power supply voltage is raised or the load
inductance is low, the duty cycle during the PWM
driving is small, but fixed at least to the duty cycle of
the clock because of the logical sum with the clock
signal. When the duty cycle of the clock is set to a
value that is larger than a duty cycle in which the
frequency changes, the current amount during the
PWM driving does not become smaller than the min-
imum operating current of the load, and the load is
always allowed to surely operate at a constant fre-
quency.
When returning from a state where the power supply
voltage is raised, the duty cycle of the PWM is larger
than that of the clock signal, and returning to the
PWM driving can be automatically performed by the
logical sum unit. Therefore, a sensor unit which
reads the duty cycle of the PWM is not required. Con-
sequently, the PWM control of a constant frequency
can be realized by an economical configuration.
(4) According to the fourth to seventh embodiments,
at the ON time in the PWM driving operation, no cur-
rent flows through the current sensing unit, and
therefore the period of energization to the current
sensing unit is shorter than the total PWM driving
period. Therefore, the power loss due to the current
sensing unit (for example, the sense resistor) can be
reduced.
Moreover, the sense resistor serving as the current
sensing unit is not inserted in an ON-current path
during the PWM driving of the switching element.
During the ON-time of the switching element, there-
fore, a voltage drop is not generated by the sense
resistor, and hence a failure due to such reduction
of the power supply voltage does not occur.
(5) According to the sixth embodiment, even in the
circuit configuration where the terminal voltage of
the sense resistor on the side of the switching ele-
ment is always higher than that on the side of the
DC power supply, because of the low-side driving,
the voltage can be dropped by the first and second
voltage drop circuits, and the comparator serving as
the current detecting unit is enabled to normally op-
erate.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0025]

Fig. 1 shows the basic configuration of Embodiment
1 of the prior art, in which Fig. 1(a) is a diagram of
the total configuration, and Fig. 1(b) is a timing chart
illustrating the operation of Fig. 1(a).
Fig. 2 is a flowchart of a PWM control in Fig. 1(a).
Fig. 3 is a graph illustrating a relationship between
a sense current amount and a duty cycle in Embod-
iment 1 of the prior art.
Fig. 4 is a diagram of main portions showing another
example of a path through which a regenerative cur-
rent in Fig. 1(a) flows.
Fig. 5 shows a specific example of Embodiment 1 of
the prior art, in which Fig. 5(a) is a circuit diagram of
main portions, and Fig. 5(b) is a timing chart illus-
trating the operation.
Fig. 6 is a diagram of the basic configuration of Em-
bodiment 2 of the invention.
Fig. 7 is a diagram of main portions showing a spe-
cific example of Embodiment 2 of the invention.
Fig. 8 is a timing chart illustrating the operation of
Fig. 7.
Fig. 9 is a diagram of the basic configuration of Em-
bodiment 3 of the invention.
Fig. 10 is a diagram of main portions showing Spe-
cific example 1 of Embodiment 3 of the invention.
Fig. 11 is a timing chart illustrating the operation of
Fig. 10.
Fig. 12 is a diagram of main portions showing Spe-
cific example 2 of Embodiment 3 of the invention.
Fig. 13 is a timing chart illustrating the operation of
Fig. 12.
Fig. 14 is an operation waveform chart in the vicinity
of a duty cycle of 100% illustrating a problem which
may be caused in minute variation of the power sup-
ply voltage in the apparatus of Fig. 1(a).
Fig. 15 is a diagram showing Embodiment 4 of the
invention.
Fig. 16 is a voltage waveform chart showing hyster-
esis characteristics of a power supply voltage mon-
itor circuit 16 in Fig. 15.
Fig. 17 is a timing chart illustrating the operation of
Fig. 15.
Fig. 18 is a flowchart of the control shown in Fig. 15.
Fig. 19 shows timing charts illustrating a problem in
an increase of the power supply voltage, in which
Fig. 19(a) is a timing chart in the normal voltage, and
Fig. 19(b) is a timing chart in the increase of the pow-
er supply voltage (without the compulsive clock
PWM).
Fig. 20 is a diagram showing Embodiment 5 of the
invention.
Fig. 21 is a timing chart illustrating the operation of
Fig. 20.
Fig. 22 is a characteristics diagram illustrating rela-
tionships between the power supply voltage and the
duty cycle in Embodiment 5.
Fig. 23 shows timing charts of the PWM control in
the apparatus of Fig. 20, in which Fig. 23(a) is a timing
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chart in the normal voltage, and Fig. 23(b) is a timing
chart in the increase of the power supply voltage
(with the compulsive clock PWM).
Fig. 24 is a diagram showing an example of a con-
ventional apparatus which PWM-controls an electro-
magnetic inductive load.
Fig. 25 shows views illustrating a method of deter-
mining the duty cycle in a conventional PWM control,
in which Fig. 25(a) is a view showing time variations
of an average current amount, and Fig. 25(b) is a
view showing relationships between the average
current amount and the duty cycle.
Fig. 26 is a view illustrating a problem of a conven-
tional method in which the PWM is turned ON/OFF
at the lower and upper limit values of the load current,
respectively, in which Fig. 26(a) and Fig. 26(b) are
charts showing relationships between the PWM fre-
quency and the inductance of the load.

Modes for Carrying Out the Invention

[0026] Hereinafter, embodiments of the invention will
be described with reference to the drawings. However,
it should be understood that the invention is not limited
the following embodiment examples.

Embodiment 1

[0027] Fig. 1 shows the basic configuration of Embod-
iment 1 of the prior art, in which Fig. 1(a) is a diagram of
total configuration, and Fig. 1(b) is a timing chart of a
PWM control in Fig. 1(a).
[0028] In Fig. 1(a) and Fig. 1(b), between a DC power
supply VB and the ground, a switching device Q, an elec-
tromagnetic inductive load 100 such as an electromag-
netic clutch or a relay coil, and a current sensor (current
sensing unit) 11 are sequentially connected together in
series, and a freewheel diode D in which the polarity is
as illustrated is connected in parallel to the electromag-
netic inductive load 100 and the current sensor (current
sensing unit) 11.
[0029] The reference numeral 10 denotes an electro-
magnetic inductive load control circuit serving as the con-
trol apparatus for an electromagnetic inductive load of
the prior art, and the circuit includes: the current sensor
(current sensing unit) 11 which senses a current flowing
through the electromagnetic inductive load 100: a current
detection circuit (current detecting unit) 12; a PWM signal
generation circuit (PWM signal generating unit) 13; and
a drive circuit (driving unit) 14 which drives and controls
the switching device Q.
[0030] The switching device Q is a device which
switches the current flowing through the electromagnetic
inductive load 100, and configured, for example, by a
semiconductor device such as an FET or a transistor.
Although Fig. 1(a) and Fig. 1(b) show by way of example
the high-side driving using an FET, it may be configured
by a semiconductor device such as a transistor, and by

the low-side driving.
[0031] The freewheel diode D constitutes a path
through which a regenerative current flows during the
OFF period in the PWM driving of the switching device Q.
[0032] The current sensor 11 is configured by a resistor
and a shunt resistor, and monitors the current flowing
through the electromagnetic inductive load 100. In the
configuration of Figs. 1(a) and 1(b), it is possible to mon-
itor the current flowing through the electromagnetic in-
ductive load 100, in both the ON/OFF periods of the
PWM. Alternatively, a configuration in which only the re-
generative current in the OFF period can be monitored
as in Embodiments 2 and 3 that will be described later
may be employed.
[0033] The current detection circuit 12 senses a target
sense current amount Ith, from a sense signal Isense
(sometimes referred to as a sense current) obtained by
the current sensor 11 and a reference current Iref. At this
time, Iref is set so that the sense current amount Ith is
larger than the minimum operating current of the load.
[0034] The PWM signal generation circuit 13 gener-
ates a PWM signal Vpwm (sometimes referred to merely
as an output voltage Vpwm) from the output signal Idetect
(current detection signal) of the current detection circuit
12 and a clock signal.
[0035] The drive circuit 14 drives the switching device
Q based on the PWM signal supplied from the PWM sig-
nal generation circuit 13.
[0036] Next, the operation of the thus configured ap-
paratus will be described with reference to a PWM control
flowchart of Fig. 2, and a PWM control timing chart of
Fig. 1(b).
[0037] First, it is determined in step S1 whether or not
a control command (Input) is input to the drive circuit 14.
If not input, the switching device Q is turned OFF (step
S2).
[0038] If the control command is input, the switching
device Q is in a state where it is PWM-controlled. During
the ON period of the PWM operation, therefore, the cur-
rent flows in the ordered route of the DC power supply
VB, the switching device Q, the electromagnetic inductive
load 100, the current sensor 11 and GND. Further, during
the OFF period, the switching device Q is turned OFF,
and the regenerative current flows through the electro-
magnetic inductive load 100 in the ordered route of the
electromagnetic inductive load 100, the current sensor
11, GND, the freewheel diode D, and the electromagnetic
inductive load 100.
[0039] Next, it is determined in step S3 whether or not
the load current Iload is smaller than the target sense
current amount Ith. If Iload < Ith is not satisfied, it is de-
termined in step S4 whether or not the clock signal falls.
[0040] In the case where the clock signal falls, for ex-
ample, as shown at time t1 in Fig. 1(b), the output voltage
Vpwm of the PWM signal generation circuit 13 is set in
step S5 to Low level, thereby turning OFF the load.
[0041] During the OFF period of the PWM, the regen-
erative current is generated by the energy accumulated
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in the electromagnetic inductive load 100, and the load
current Iload is gradually reduced.
[0042] When, at time t2, the load current Iload be-
comes equal to or smaller than the target sense current
amount Ith, the sense current Isense of the current sensor
11 is reduced to be smaller than the reference current
Iref, and the current detection signal Idetect is output from
the current detection circuit 12. In step S6, the PWM sig-
nal generation circuit 13 sets its output voltage Vpwm to
High level, thereby turning ON the load. During the ON
period of the PWM, the current is gradually increased by
the current supply from the DC power supply VB.
[0043] Next, when the clock signal falls at time t3, the
output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal generation cir-
cuit 13 is set in step S5 to Low level in a similar manner
as the case of time t1, thereby turning OFF the load.
[0044] When the above-described operations at times
t1 to t3 are repeated, the duty cycle corresponding to the
target sense current amount Ith can be automatically ad-
justed as shown in Fig. 3 without calculating the duty
cycle by means of a computing unit or the like.
[0045] Fig. 3 shows relationships between the sense
current amount Ith and the duty cycle. The region where
the duty cycle is smaller than 100% is the current control
region due to the PWM. The figure shows that, when
reaching 100%, switching to the DC driving is performed.
[0046] When the sense current amount Ith is adjusted
so as to have a value which is equal to or larger than the
minimum current of the electromagnetic inductive load
100, the load current is not reduced below this value, and
an operation failure of the load such as clutch slipping or
separation of relay contacts can be prevented from oc-
curring.
[0047] Therefore, the current setting in which an ex-
cess margin is considered is not necessary, and hence
a PWM control in which the power consumption is further
reduced can be realized.
[0048] Moreover, the PWM frequency is equal to the
frequency of the clock. Therefore, the PWM control can
be performed at a constant frequency irrespective of the
inductance of the electromagnetic inductive load 100.
Consequently, it is possible to prevent abnormal noises
from being generated. In a design, moreover, validations
of the switching loss and noises with respect to frequency
variations are not necessary.
[0049] The above-described operation may be per-
formed while the relationships between High and Low of
the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal generation
circuit 13, and between rising and falling of the clock sig-
nal are reversed to each other.
[0050] The path through which the regenerative cur-
rent flows may be configured so that a switching device
Q’ such as an FET is used as shown in Fig. 4 in place of
the freewheel diode D in Fig. 1(a), and, only during the
OFF period of the PWM, conduction is performed by the
drive circuit 14 and a regeneration path control circuit 15.
[0051] In Fig. 4, the current sensor 11, the current de-
tection circuit 12, and the PWM signal generation circuit

13 are not shown, but are configured in a similar manner
as in Fig. 1(a).
[0052] Specifically, the current sensor 11 and the cur-
rent detection circuit 12 are configured as shown in Fig.
5(a).
[0053] Namely, a sense resistor Rs is connected be-
tween the electromagnetic inductive load 100 and the
ground, a comparator 21 in which a reference voltage
Vref is used as the non-inverting input is disposed in the
current detection circuit 12, and the voltage Vsense
(sometimes referred to as the sense voltage) of the com-
mon connection point of the sense resistor Rs and the
electromagnetic inductive load 100 is used as the invert-
ing input of the comparator 21.
[0054] In Fig. 5(a), the PWM signal generation circuit
13 is not shown, but is configured in a similar manner as
in Fig. 1(a).
[0055] The operation of the apparatus of Fig. 5(a) is
basically similar to that of Fig. 1(a). During the ON period
of the PWM operation, namely, the current flows in the
route of the DC power supply VB → the switching device
Q the electromagnetic inductive load 100 → the sense
resistor Rs → GND, and, during the OFF period, the
switching device Q is turned OFF, and the regenerative
current flows through the electromagnetic inductive load
100 in the route of the electromagnetic inductive load 100
→ the sense resistor Rs → GND → the freewheel diode
D → the electromagnetic inductive load 100.
[0056] In the case where the clock signal (not shown)
supplied to the PWM signal generation circuit 13 falls,
for example, at time t1 during the above-described PWM
operation, the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal
generation circuit 13 is set to Low level, thereby turning
OFF the PWM.
[0057] During the OFF period of the PWM, the regen-
erative current is generated by the energy accumulated
in the electromagnetic inductive load 100, and the current
flowing through the sense resistor Rs, i.e., the load cur-
rent Iload is gradually reduced.
[0058] When, at time t2, the current (= Iload) flowing
through the sense resistor Rs becomes equal to or small-
er than the target sense current amount Ith (= Vref/Rs),
the sense voltage Vsense becomes lower than the ref-
erence voltage Vref, the current detection signal Idetect
is output from the comparator 21, and the PWM signal
generation circuit 13 sets its output voltage Vpwm to High
level, thereby turning ON the PWM.
[0059] During the ON period of the PWM, the current
is gradually increased by the current supply from the DC
power supply VB. When the clock signal falls at time t3,
the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal generation
circuit 13 is set to Low level in a similar manner as the
case of time t1, thereby turning OFF the load.
[0060] When the above-described operations at times
t1 to t3 are repeated, the duty cycle corresponding to the
target sense current amount Ith can be automatically ad-
justed without calculating the duty cycle by means of a
computing unit or the like. Also in the apparatus of Fig.
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5(a), it is possible to attain functions and effects which
are similar to those attained in the apparatus of Fig. 1(a).

Embodiment 2

[0061] In the circuit of Fig. 5(a) in Embodiment 1, the
current which is identical with the load current flows
through the sense resistor Rs in both the ON/OFF periods
of the PWM operation, and therefore electric power is
always lost. This loss causes the sense resistor Rs to
generate heat, thereby producing a problem in that the
other circuits are adversely affected.
[0062] Since the sense resistor Rs is in the current path
of the load, a voltage drop is generated by the sense
resistor Rs at the ON time of the PWM, and there is a
possibility that an operation failure of the load may occur
when the power supply voltage is reduced and the duty
cycle is raised to 100%.
[0063] One countermeasure is that the resistance of
the sense resistor Rs is made small in order to reduce
the loss and the voltage drop. In the countermeasure,
however, there arises an adverse effect that the accuracy
of sensing a current is impaired.
[0064] In Embodiment 2, as shown in Fig. 6, therefore,
the current sensor 11 serving as a current sensing unit
is disposed in the regenerative current flow path through
which the regenerative current in the OFF time during
the PWM driving of the switching device Q flows.
[0065] In Fig. 6, the components which are identical
with those of Fig. 1(a) are denoted by the same reference
numerals, and their description is omitted. Fig. 6 is dif-
ferent from Fig. 1(a) in that an end portion of the electro-
magnetic inductive load 100 is directly grounded, and the
current sensor 11 is disposed between the freewheel di-
ode D and the ground, and the other portions are config-
ured in a similar manner as in Fig. 1(a).
[0066] Specifically, the current sensor 11 and the cur-
rent detection circuit 12 in Fig. 6 are configured, for ex-
ample, as shown in Fig. 7. Namely, the current sensor
11 is configured by the sense resistor Rs which is con-
nected between the freewheel diode D and the ground.
[0067] The current detection circuit 12 is configured
by: an inversion circuit formed by a resistor 31 in which
one end is connected to the common connection point
of the sense resistor Rs and the freewheel diode D, and
the other end is connected to the inverting input end of
an operational amplifier 22, the operational amplifier 22
in which the non-inverting input end is grounded, and a
resistor 32 which is connected between the non-inverting
input end and output end of the operational amplifier 22;
and a comparator 23 in which the output voltage Vrev
(the voltage that is obtained by inverting the sense volt-
age Vsense of the common connection point, sometimes
referred to as the voltage inversion signal) of the opera-
tional amplifier 22 is used as the inverting input, and the
reference voltage Vref is used as the non-inverting input.
[0068] In Fig. 7, the PWM signal generation circuit 13
is not shown, but is configured in a similar manner as in

Fig. 6.
[0069] Next, the operation of the thus configured ap-
paratus will be described with reference to Fig. 8 showing
operation waveforms in the current detection circuit 12.
[0070] During the ON period of the PWM operation,
first, the current flows in the route of the DC power supply
VB → the switching device Q → the electromagnetic in-
ductive load 100 → GND, and, during the OFF period,
the switching device Q is turned OFF, and the regener-
ative current flows through the electromagnetic inductive
load 100 in the route of the electromagnetic inductive
load 100 → GND → the sense resistor Rs → the free-
wheel diode D → the electromagnetic inductive load 100.
[0071] In the case where the clock signal (not shown)
supplied to the PWM signal generation circuit 13 falls,
for example, at time t1 during the above-described PWM
operation, the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal
generation circuit 13 is set to Low level, thereby turning
OFF the PWM.
[0072] During the OFF period of the PWM, the regen-
erative current is generated by the energy accumulated
in the electromagnetic inductive load 100, a negative volt-
age appears as the sense voltage Vsense across the
sense resistor Rs, and is inverted by the operational am-
plifier 22, and the current flowing through the sense re-
sistor Rs, i.e., the load current Iload is gradually reduced.
[0073] During the OFF period of the PWM, further-
more, the voltage inversion signal Vrev is larger than the
reference voltage Vref, and therefore the current detec-
tion signal output from the comparator 23 is at Low level.
[0074] When, at time t2, the current flowing through
the sense resistor Rs becomes equal to or smaller than
the target sense current amount Ith, the voltage inversion
signal Vrev becomes smaller than the reference voltage
Vref, the current detection signal Idetect output from the
comparator 23 is at High level, and the PWM signal gen-
eration circuit 13 sets its output voltage Vpwm to High
level, thereby turning ON the PWM.
[0075] During the ON period of the PWM, the current
is gradually increased by the current supply from the DC
power supply VB. When the clock signal falls at time t3,
the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal generation
circuit 13 is set to Low level in a similar manner as the
case of time t1, thereby turning OFF the PWM.
[0076] When the above-described operations at times
t1 to t3 are repeated, the duty cycle corresponding to the
target sense current amount Ith can be automatically ad-
justed without calculating the duty cycle by means of a
computing unit or the like. Also in the apparatus of Fig.
7, it is possible to attain functions and effects which are
similar to those attained in the apparatus of Fig. 1(a).
[0077] During the ON period in the PWM, moreover,
no current flows through the sense resistor Rs. There-
fore, the loss in the sense resistor Rs can be reduced
while realizing the PWM control method in Embodiment
1 in which the sense current amount Ith is detected. At
the ON time of the switching device Q, the power supply
is applied only to the electromagnetic inductive load 100,
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and hence it is possible to prevent an operation failure
of the load which may be caused when the power supply
voltage is reduced, from occurring.

Embodiment 3

[0078] In Embodiment 3, the invention is applied to an
apparatus configured by the low-side driving. Fig. 9
shows the basic configuration of Embodiment 3, and is
different from Fig. 6 in that, between the DC power supply
VB and the ground, the electromagnetic inductive load
100 and the switching device Q are sequentially connect-
ed together in series, and the freewheel diode D and the
current sensor 11 are interposed in series in the regen-
erative current flow path of the electromagnetic inductive
load 100, and the other portions are configured in the
same manner as in Fig. 6.
[0079] Specifically, the current sensor 11 and the cur-
rent detection circuit 12 in Fig. 9 are configured, for ex-
ample, as shown in Fig. 10. Namely, the current sensor
11 is configured by the sense resistor Rs which is con-
nected between the freewheel diode D and the DC power
supply.
[0080] The current detection circuit 12 is configured
by: a drop circuit A (first voltage drop circuit) which drops
the power supply voltage VB (the voltage of the DC power
supply VB is sometimes referred to as the power supply
voltage VB) of the common connection point 51 of the
DC power supply and the sense resistor Rs; a drop circuit
B (second voltage drop circuit) which drops the sense
voltage Vsense of the common connection point 52 of
the sense resistor Rs and the freewheel diode D; and a
comparator 24 in which the output voltage VB-drop of
the drop circuit A is used as the non-inverting input, and
the output voltage Vsense-drop of the drop circuit B is
used as the inverting input.
[0081] The drop circuit A includes: a transistor 41 in
which the collector is connected to the common connec-
tion point 51 via a resistor 33, and also to the non-inverting
input end of the comparator 24, and the emitter is ground-
ed via a resistor 34; and a comparator 25 in which the
reference voltage Vref is used as the non-inverting input,
the inverting input end is connected to the emitter of the
transistor 41, and the output end is connected to the base
of the transistor 41.
[0082] The drop circuit B includes: a transistor 42 in
which the collector is connected to the common connec-
tion point 52 via a resistor 35, and also to the non-inverting
input end of the comparator 24, and the emitter is ground-
ed via a resistor 36; and a comparator 26 in which the
reference voltage Vref is used as the non-inverting input,
the inverting input end is connected to the emitter of the
transistor 42, and the output end is connected to the base
of the transistor 42.
[0083] The parameters of the devices of the drop circuit
A and the drop circuit B are set so that, as shown in a
drop voltage in Fig. 11 which will be described later, a
potential difference of Vdif is generated between the out-

put voltage VB-drop and output voltage Vsense-drop
which are input to the comparator 24. As described later,
therefore, the PWM control based on the target sense
current amount Ith is enabled.
[0084] In Fig. 10, the PWM signal generation circuit 13
is not shown, but is configured in a similar manner as in
Fig. 9.
[0085] Next, the operation of the thus configured ap-
paratus will be described with reference to Fig. 11 show-
ing operation waveforms in the current detection circuit
12.
[0086] In the case where the control command (Input
in Fig. 9) is input to the drive circuit 14, first, the switching
device Q is in a state where it is PWM-controlled. During
the ON period of the PWM operation, therefore, the cur-
rent flows in the route of the DC power supply VB → the
electromagnetic inductive load 100 → the switching de-
vice Q → GND, and, during the OFF period, the switching
device Q is turned OFF, and the regenerative current
flows through the electromagnetic inductive load 100 in
the route of the electromagnetic inductive load 100 →
the freewheel diode D → the sense resistor Rs → the
electromagnetic inductive load 100.
[0087] In the case where the clock signal (not shown)
supplied to the PWM signal generation circuit 13 falls,
for example, at time t1 during the above-described PWM
operation, the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal
generation circuit 13 is set to Low level, thereby turning
OFF the PWM.
[0088] During the OFF period of the PWM, the regen-
erative current is generated by the energy accumulated
in the electromagnetic inductive load 100, the output volt-
age Vsense-drop in which the terminal voltage of the
sense resistor Rs is dropped by the regenerative current
becomes higher than the output voltage VB-drop in which
the power supply voltage VB is dropped, and the current
flowing through the sense resistor Rs, i.e., the load cur-
rent Iload is gradually reduced. During the OFF period
of the PWM, furthermore, the output voltage Vsense-drop
is higher than VB-drop, and therefore the current detec-
tion signal Idetect output from the comparator 23 is at
Low level.
[0089] When, at time t2, the current flowing through
the sense resistor Rs becomes equal to or smaller than
the target sense current amount Ith (= Vdif/Rs), the output
voltage Vsense-drop in which the sense voltage is
dropped becomes lower than the output voltage VB-drop
in which the power supply voltage is dropped, the current
detection signal Idetect which is output from the compa-
rator 24 becomes High level, and the PWM signal gen-
eration circuit 13 sets its output voltage Vpwm to High
level, thereby turning ON the PWM.
[0090] During the ON period of the PWM, the current
is gradually increased by the current supply from the DC
power supply VB. When the clock signal falls at time t3,
the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal generation
circuit 13 is set to Low level in a similar manner as the
case of time t1, thereby turning OFF the load.
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[0091] When the above-described operations at times
t1 to t3 are repeated, the duty cycle corresponding to the
target sense current amount Ith can be automatically ad-
justed without calculating the duty cycle by means of a
computing unit or the like. Also in the apparatus of Fig.
10, it is possible to attain functions and effects which are
similar to those attained in the apparatuses of Figs. 1(a)
and 7.
[0092] In the low-side drive circuit of Fig. 10, the sense
voltage Vsense of the common connection point 52 which
is on the upstream side of the regenerative current that
is caused to flow by the energy accumulated in the elec-
tromagnetic inductive load 100 is always higher than the
power supply voltage VB of the common connection point
51 on the power supply side. In the case where these
voltages are directly introduced into the current detection
circuit 12, therefore, there is a problem in that the ele-
ments constituting the circuit are adversely affected or
broken. In Fig. 10, however, the drop circuits A, B are
disposed, and therefore the problem does not occur.
[0093] Fig. 12 shows another specific example of Em-
bodiment 3. Fig. 12 is different from Fig. 10 in that the
current detection circuit 12 is configured, in place of the
drop circuits A, B and the comparator 24, by: resistors
37, 38 which divide the power supply voltage VB of the
common connection point 51, and which guide the divid-
ed voltage to the inverting input end of an operational
amplifier 27; resistors 39, 40 which divide the sense volt-
age Vsense of the common connection point 52, and
which guide the divided voltage to the non-inverting input
end of the operational amplifier 27; the operational am-
plifier 27; and a comparator 28 in which the reference
voltage Vref is used as the non-inverting input, and the
output voltage Vsense-sig of the operational amplifier 27
is used as the inverting input. The other portions are con-
figured in a similar manner as in Fig. 10.
[0094] In Fig. 12, the PWM signal generation circuit 13
is not shown, but is configured in a similar manner as in
Fig. 9.
[0095] Next, the operation of the thus configured ap-
paratus will be described with reference to Fig. 13 show-
ing operation waveforms in the current detection circuit
12.
[0096] In the case where the control command (Input
in Fig. 9) is input to the drive circuit 14, first, the switching
device Q is in a state where it is PWM-controlled. During
the ON period of the PWM operation, therefore, the cur-
rent flows in the route of the DC power supply VB → the
electromagnetic inductive load 100 → the switching de-
vice Q → GND, and, during the OFF period, the switching
device Q is turned OFF, and the regenerative current
flows through the electromagnetic inductive load 100 in
the route of the electromagnetic inductive load 100 →
the freewheel diode D → the sense resistor Rs → the
electromagnetic inductive load 100.
[0097] In the case where the clock signal (not shown)
supplied to the PWM signal generation circuit 13 falls,
for example, at time t1 during the above-described PWM

operation, the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal
generation circuit 13 is set to Low level, thereby turning
OFF the PWM.
[0098] During the OFF period of the PWM, the regen-
erative current is generated by the energy accumulated
in the electromagnetic inductive load 100, the sense volt-
age Vsense which is generated by the regenerative cur-
rent becomes higher than the power supply voltage VB
of the common connection point 51, and the current flow-
ing through the sense resistor Rs, i.e., the load current
Iload is gradually reduced.
[0099] During the OFF period of the PWM, further-
more, the output voltage Vsense-drop of the operational
amplifier 27 is higher than the reference voltage Vref,
and therefore the current detection signal Idetect output
from the comparator 28 is at Low level.
[0100] When, at time t2, the current flowing through
the sense resistor Rs becomes equal to or smaller than
the target sense current amount Ith (= Vref/Rs), the out-
put voltage Vsense-sig becomes lower than the refer-
ence voltage Vref, the current detection signal Idetect
which is output from the comparator 28 becomes High
level, and the PWM signal generation circuit 13 sets its
output voltage Vpwm to High level, thereby turning ON
the PWM.
[0101] During the ON period of the PWM, the current
is gradually increased by the current supply from the DC
power supply VB. When the clock signal falls at time t3,
the output voltage Vpwm of the PWM signal generation
circuit 13 is set to Low level in a similar manner as the
case of time t1, thereby turning OFF the load.
[0102] When the above-described operations at times
t1 to t3 are repeated, the duty cycle corresponding to the
target sense current amount Ith can be automatically ad-
justed without calculating the duty cycle by means of a
computing unit or the like. Also in the apparatus of Fig.
12, it is possible to attain functions and effects which are
similar to those attained in the apparatuses of Figs. 1(a)
and 7.
[0103] Moreover, the apparatus of Fig. 12 requires a
reduced number of components of the current detection
circuit 12, and therefore can be economically configured.

Embodiment 4

[0104] In the apparatus of Fig. 1(a), in the case where
the power supply voltage VB is once reduced during the
PWM driving and an operation failure of the electromag-
netic inductive load 100 such as disengagement of a
clutch or separation of contacts of a relay occurs, for ex-
ample, a current amount which is necessary for sucking
the clutch or the contacts cannot be ensured, and the
apparatus does not have means for returning the load to
the normal state. When the duty cycle is in the vicinity of
100% as shown in Fig. 14, the operation becomes un-
stable. For example, the DC driving and the PWM driving
are frequently switched over by a small change of the
power supply voltage VB, and problems may be caused
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such as that an audible sound is generated from the load.
[0105] As shown in Fig. 15, therefore, Embodiment 4
is configured so that, in place of the PWM control, the
DC drive control is performed during a power supply volt-
age reduction period, and a given time period after the
returning of the power supply voltage reduction.
[0106] Fig. 15 is different from Fig. 1(a) in that a power
supply voltage monitor circuit 16 which monitors the pow-
er supply voltage VB, and which outputs a voltage mon-
itor signal Vmoni (voltage reduction signal) that, during
a period when the power supply voltage VB is reduced
to or below a power supply voltage threshold Vth, is, for
example, at Low level, and a DC drive signal generation
circuit 17 which receives the voltage monitor signal Vmo-
ni output from the power supply voltage monitor circuit
16, and which, during the power supply voltage reduction
period, and a given time period after the power supply
voltage reduction is returned, outputs a DC drive signal
Vdc that is always at High level, to the drive circuit 14 are
further disposed. The other portions are configured in a
similar manner as in Fig. 1(a).
[0107] The power supply voltage monitor circuit 16 is
a circuit which monitors the power supply voltage VB
while comparing it with the power supply voltage thresh-
old Vth, and which outputs the signal (Vmoni) for switch-
ing the method of controlling the load. The power supply
voltage threshold Vth is provided with hysteresis as
shown in Fig. 16.
[0108] As the power supply voltage threshold Vth of
the power supply voltage monitor circuit 16, namely, two
values or a threshold Vth-Hi and a threshold Vth-Lo which
is lower than it are set. It is configure so that, in the case
where the power supply voltage is reduced, when the
power supply voltage VB is reduced to the threshold Vth-
Lo, the voltage monitor signal Vmoni is set to Low level,
and, when the power supply voltage reduction is returned
and the power supply voltage VB reaches the threshold
Vth-Hi, the voltage monitor signal Vmoni is set to High
level.
[0109] The DC drive signal generation circuit 17 out-
puts the signal (Vdc) for causing the load to be DC driven
for a given time period, and, as its driving time period, a
time period which is sufficiently long for sucking the
clutch, the contacts, or the like of the electromagnetic
inductive load 100 is set.
[0110] Next, the operation of the thus configured ap-
paratus will be described with reference to a timing chart
of Fig. 17, and a PWM control flowchart of Fig. 18.
[0111] The process (steps S1, S2 in Fig. 2) according
to the existence of the control command (Input) is similar
to the case of Embodiment 1. Hereinafter, description
will be made starting from the state where the PWM con-
trol is performed.
[0112] First, it is determined in step S11 whether the
power supply voltage threshold Vth is lower than the pow-
er supply voltage VB which is monitored by the power
supply voltage monitor circuit 16. In the case where there
is no reduction of the power supply voltage (i.e., VB >

Vth) as at time t1 in Fig. 17, for example, the PWM control
process of steps S12 to S15 is performed.
[0113] The processes of steps S12 to S15 are identical
with those of steps S3 to S6, respectively, and therefore
their description is omitted. As described with reference
to Figs. 1(a) to 3, the process in which, when the load
current Iload is smaller than the target sense current
amount Ith, the PWM is turned ON, and that in which the
PWM is turned OFF at falling of the clock signal are re-
peated, so that the duty cycle corresponding to the target
sense current amount Ith can be automatically adjusted.
[0114] At time t2, when the power supply voltage VB
is reduced to the power supply voltage threshold Vth, the
voltage monitor signal Vmoni output from the power sup-
ply voltage monitor circuit 16 is set to Low level, and the
DC drive signal Vdc output from the DC drive signal gen-
eration circuit 17 is set to High level, so that the PWM
driving is compulsively switched to the DC driving (step
S16).
[0115] Namely, a gate signal Vg output from the drive
circuit 14 is maintained to High level, the load current
Iload to the electromagnetic inductive load 100 can be
ensured, and the load is allowed to surely operate even
in a state where the power supply voltage is reduced.
[0116] Also during a given time period (until time t4)
which is after returning (the result of the determination
of VB < Vth in step S17 is NO) of the power supply voltage
reduction at time t3, the DC drive signal Vdc maintains
High level, and therefore the DC driving is continued until
time t4 which is after the returning of the power supply
voltage (step S18).
[0117] Therefore, it is possible to sufficiently cope with
also a case where a large current is required in the initial
suction operation, such as in an electromagnetic clutch
or a relay.
[0118] When an instantaneous voltage drop occurs at
time t5 in the DC power supply VB, the load current Iload
disappears, and the electromagnetic inductive load 100
is turned OFF. When the power supply is returned at time
t6 to the power supply voltage threshold Vth or higher,
however, the DC drive signal Vdc and the gate signal Vg
are at High level during a time period from the time or
time t6 to time t7, and the DC driving is performed. There-
fore, the load can be returned to the normal state.
[0119] Embodiment 4 is not limited to be configured as
shown in Fig. 15, and can be applied to the apparatuses
of Figs. 5(a) to 7, 9, 10, and 12. Also in this case, functions
and effects which are similar to those described above
are attained.

Embodiment 5

[0120] The duty cycle during the PWM driving is deter-
mined mainly on the power supply voltage and the in-
ductance of the load. When the power supply voltage is
reduced, for example, it is controlled so that the duty cycle
is increased and the final amount of the load current is
maintained.
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[0121] On the other hand, in the apparatus of Fig. 1(a),
when the duty cycle is large, for example, the PWM con-
trol can be performed at a constant frequency as shown
in Fig. 19(a), but, when the power supply voltage is
raised, or when the inductance of the load is small, the
duty cycle is reduced, with the result that there arises a
problem in that, as shown in Fig. 19(b), stabilization is
attained at a frequency which is lower than the set fre-
quency. In this case, when the PWM frequency is in the
audible frequency range, there is a possibility that an
audible sound is generated from the load (a coil or the
like).
[0122] Figs. 19(a) and 19(b) are timing charts of the
PWM control in which the current detection signal Idetect
and PWM signal Vpwm in the PWM control timing chart
of Fig. 1(b) are not shown.
[0123] Therefore, Embodiment 5 is configured so that
the PWM (the PWM in which the duty cycle is changed)
due to the current sense and the PWM (the PWM in which
the duty cycle is fixed) due to the clock signal are ORed
(logically summed).
[0124] Fig. 20 shows the apparatus of Embodiment 5,
and is different from Fig. 1(a) in that an OR gate 18 which
logically sums the output of the PWM signal generation
circuit 13 and the clock signal, and which supplies the
output as the PWM signal Vpwm to the drive circuit 14
is disposed. The other portions are configured in the
same manner as in Fig. 1(a). The duty cycle of the clock
signal is previously set to a value which is larger than a
duty cycle in which the frequency changes.
[0125] Next, the operation of the thus configured ap-
paratus will be described with reference to a timing chart
of Fig. 21.
[0126] The process (steps S1, S2 in Fig. 2) according
to the existence of the control command (Input) is similar
to the case of Embodiment 1. Hereinafter, description
will be made starting from the state where the PWM con-
trol is performed.
[0127] In the case where the power supply voltage VB
is normal (VB-normal) as shown, for example, at time t1,
first, the PWM due to the current sense is performed.
Namely, the processes in which, when the load current
Iload is smaller than the target sense current amount Ith,
the PWM is turned ON, and that in which the PWM is
turned OFF at falling of the clock signal are repeated,
whereby the duty cycle corresponding to the target sense
current amount Ith can be automatically adjusted.
[0128] When the power supply voltage is raised (VB-
high) during the time period from time t2 to time t3, the
duty cycle is gradually reduced, the load current Iload is
not reduced to the target sense current amount Ith, and
the current detection signal Idetect is not output from the
current detection circuit 12.
[0129] At this time, in the circuit of Fig. 1(a) in which
the OR gate 18 is not disposed, the PWM signal Vpwm
cannot be set to High level during a time period when the
power supply voltage is raised, and therefore the PWM
control is stabilized at a frequency which is lower than

the set frequency.
[0130] By contrast, in the circuit of Fig. 20, the clock
signal is the output of the OR gate 18 even when the
output of the PWM signal generation circuit 13 remains
at Low level. Therefore, the PWM signal Vpwm which is
synchronized with the clock signal is output to the drive
circuit 14, and the electromagnetic inductive load 100 is
enabled to always operate at a constant frequency (com-
pulsive clock PWM).
[0131] The current amount during the PWM driving
does not become lower than the minimum operating cur-
rent of the load, and hence a sure load operation can be
ensured.
[0132] Next, when the raising of the power supply volt-
age is returned at time t3 and the power supply voltage
is returned to the normal voltage, the duty cycle of the
PWM is larger than that of the clock signal, and the op-
eration is automatically returned to the PWM driving due
to the current sense.
[0133] Fig. 22 is a view showing a region where the
PWM due to the current sense and the compulsive clock
PWM are switched over, together with relationships be-
tween the power supply voltage and the duty cycle.
[0134] Figs. 23(a) and 23(b) are timing charts in the
normal voltage and the increase of the power supply volt-
age in the apparatus of Fig. 20, respectively in which the
current detection signal Idetect and PWM signal Vpwm
in the PWM control timing chart are not shown.
[0135] According to the embodiment, a sensor unit
which reads the duty cycle of the PWM is not required,
and hence the PWM control of a constant frequency can
be realized by an economical configuration.

Reference Signs List

[0136]

10: electromagnetic inductive load control circuit
11: current sensor
12: current sense circuit
13: PWM signal generation circuit
14: drive circuit
15: regeneration path control circuit
16: power supply voltage monitor circuit
17: DC drive signal generation circuit
18: OR gate
21, 23 to 26, 28: comparator
22, 27: operational amplifier
31 to 40: resistor
41, 42: transistor
100: electromagnetic inductive load
A, B: drop circuit
Q, Q’: switching device
D: freewheel diode
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Claims

1. A control apparatus for an electromagnetic inductive
load, the control apparatus being a circuit (10) which
includes a switching element (Q) that is PWM-con-
trolled and that is connected together in series with
the electromagnetic inductive load (100) between a
DC power supply (VB) and a ground, the circuit (10)
comprising:

a current sensing unit (11) which senses a re-
generative current (Isense) in an OFF time in a
PWM driving operation of the switching element
(Q);
a current detecting unit (12) which outputs a cur-
rent detection signal (Idetect) when a sense cur-
rent (Isense) sensed by the current sensing unit
(11) becomes smaller than a target current
amount (Iref);
a PWM signal generating unit (13) which re-
ceives a clock signal (Clock) of a given frequen-
cy and the current detection signal (Idetect) out-
put from the current detecting unit (12), and
which generates a PWM signal (Vpwm) that is
at a high level during a period from an rising of
a current detection signal (Idetect) indicating
that the current detection signal has become
smaller than the target current amount (Iref), to
the falling of the clock signal (Clock); and
a driving unit (14) which drives and controls the
switching element (Q) based on the PWM signal
(Vpwm) generated by the PWM signal generat-
ing unit (13), characterized by:

a power supply voltage monitoring unit (16)
which monitors a voltage of the DC power
supply (VB), and which outputs a voltage
reduction signal (Vmoni) during a period
when the power supply voltage is reduced
to or below a set voltage (Vth); and
a DC drive signal generating unit (17) which
receives the voltage reduction signal (Vmo-
ni) output from the power supply voltage
monitoring unit (16), and which outputs a
DC drive signal (Vdc) that is always at the
high level during the power supply voltage
reduction period and a given time period af-
ter the voltage of the DC power supply (VB)
has returned, wherein

the driving unit (14) receives the DC drive signal
(Vdc) output from the DC drive signal generation
unit (17) and the PWM signal (Vpwm) output
from the PWM signal generating unit (13), and
outputs a gate signal (Vg) maintained at the high
level to the switching element (Q), such that that
the PWM driving is compulsively switched to the
DC driving.

2. The control apparatus for the electromagnetic induc-
tive load according to claim 1, comprising:

a logical sum unit (18) which logically sums the
clock signal (Clock) and the PWM signal (Vpwm)
generated by the PWM signal generating unit
(13) and supplies the output as the PWM signal
(Vpwm), wherein
the driving unit (14) receives the PWM signal
(Vpwm) output from the logical sum unit (18) and
controls the switching of the switching element
(Q) in accordance with the PWM signal (Vpwm)
output by the logical sum unit (18).

3. The control apparatus for the electromagnetic induc-
tive load according to any one of claims 1 to 2, where-
in
the current sensing unit (11) is connected in series
with a freewheel diode (D) in a regenerative current
flow path through which a regenerative current in the
OFF time during the PWM driving operation of the
switching device flows.

4. The control apparatus for the electromagnetic induc-
tive load according to claim 3, wherein
the switching element (Q) is connected to the DC
power supply to be subject to high-side driving of the
current flowing thought the electromagnetic induc-
tive load (100) in an ON time in a PWM driving op-
eration of the switching element (Q),
the current sensing unit (11) includes a sense resis-
tor (Rs) which is connected between the freewheel
diode (D) and the ground in the regenerative current
flow path, and
the current detecting unit (12) includes an inversion
circuit (31) which inverts a terminal voltage of the
sense resistor(Rs) and a comparator (23) which
compares an output voltage of the inversion circuit
with a set voltage.

5. The control apparatus for the electromagnetic induc-
tive load according to claim 3, wherein
the switching element (Q)is connected to the ground
to be subject to low-side driving of the current flowing
thought the electromagnetic inductive load (100) in
an ON time in a PWM driving operation of the switch-
ing element (Q),
the current sensing unit (11) includes a sense resis-
tor (Rs) which is connected between the freewheel
diode (D) and the DC power supply (VB) in the re-
generative current flow path, and
the current detecting unit (12) includes a first voltage
drop circuit (A) which drops a terminal voltage of the
sense resistor connected to the DC-power supply, a
second voltage drop circuit (B) which drops a termi-
nal voltage of the sense resistor connected to the
freewheel diode (D), and a comparator (24) which
compares an output voltage of the first voltage drop
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circuit (A) with an output voltage of the second volt-
age drop circuit (B).

6. The control apparatus for the electromagnetic induc-
tive load according to claim 3, wherein
the switching element (Q) is connected to the ground
to be subject to low-side driving of the current flowing
thought the electromagnetic inductive load (100) in
an ON time in a PWM driving operation of the switch-
ing element (Q),
the current sensing unit (11) includes a sense resis-
tor (Rs) which is connected between the freewheel
diode (D) and the DC power supply (VB) in the re-
generative current flow path, and
the current detecting unit (12) includes a differential
amplification circuit (27) which obtains a deviation of
a terminal voltage of the sense resistor connected
to the DC-power supply and a terminal voltage of the
sense resistor connected to the freewheel diode (D),
and a comparator (28) which compares a differential
output of the differential amplification circuit with a
set voltage (Vref).

Patentansprüche

1. Steuerungsvorrichtung für eine elektromagnetische
induktive Last, wobei die Steuerungsvorrichtung ei-
ne Schaltung (10) ist, die ein Schalt-Element (Q) um-
fasst, das PWMgesteuert wird und zusammen mit
der elektromagnetischen induktiven Last (100) in
Reihe zwischen eine Gleichstromversorgung (VB)
und eine Erde geschaltet ist, und die Schaltung (10)
umfasst:

eine Strommess-Einheit (11), die einen Rück-
speisestrom (Isense) in einer AUS-Zeit während
eines PWM-Ansteuerungsvorgangs des Schalt-
Elementes (Q) misst;
eine Stromerfassungs-Einheit (12), die ein Stro-
merfassungs-Signal (Idetect) ausgibt, wenn ein
durch die Strommess-Einheit (F) gemessener
Mess-Strom (Isense) geringer wird als ein Soll-
Strombetrag (Iref);
eine Einheit (13) zum Erzeugen eines PWM-Si-
gnals, die ein Takt-Signal (Clock) einer be-
stimmten Frequenz und das von der Stromer-
fassungs-Einheit (12) ausgegebene Stromer-
fassungs-Signal (Idetect) empfängt und die ein
PWM-Signal (Vpwm) erzeugt, das während ei-
ner Periode von einem Anstieg eines Stromer-
fassungs-Signals (Idetect), das anzeigt, dass
das Stromerfassungs-Signal schwächer gewor-
den ist als der Soll-Strombetrag (Iref), bis zum
Abfall des Takt-Signals (Clock), auf einem ho-
hen Pegel ist; sowie
eine Ansteuer-Einheit (14), die das Schalt-Ele-
ment (Q) auf Basis des durch die Einheit (13)

zum Erzeugen eines PWM-Signals erzeugten
PWM-Signals (Vpwm) ansteuert und steuert,
gekennzeichnet durch:

eine Einheit (16) zum Überwachen einer
Stromversorgungs-Spannung, die eine
Spannung der Gleichstromversorgung (VB)
überwacht und während einer Periode, in
der die Stromversorgungs-Spannung auf
oder unter eine eingestellte Spannung (Vth)
verringert wird, ein Spannungsverringe-
rungs-Signal (Vmoni) ausgibt; sowie
eine Einheit (17) zum Erzeugen eines
Gleichstromansteuerungs-Signals, die das
von der Einheit (16) zum Überwachen einer
Stromversorgungs-Spannung ausgegebe-
ne Spannungsverringerungs-Signal (Vmo-
ni) empfängt und die ein Gleichstroman-
steuerungs-Signal (Vdc) ausgibt, das wäh-
rend der Periode der Verringerung der
Stromversorgungs-Spannung und wäh-
rend eines bestimmten Zeitraums nach
Rückkehr der Spannung der Gleichstrom-
versorgung (VB) stets auf dem hohen Pegel
ist, wobei

die Ansteuer-Einheit (14) das von der Einheit
(17) zum Erzeugen eines Gleichstromansteue-
rungs-Signals ausgegebene Gleichstroman-
steuerungs-Signal (Vdc) und das von der Ein-
heit (13) zum Erzeugen eines PWM-Signals er-
zeugte PWM-Signal (Vpwm) empfängt und ein
Gate-Signal (Vg), das auf dem hohen Pegel ge-
halten wird, an das Schalt-Element (Q) ausgibt,
so dass die PWM-Ansteuerung zwangsweise
auf die Gleichstrom-Ansteuerung umgeschaltet
wird.

2. Steuerungsvorrichtung für die elektromagnetische
induktive Last nach Anspruch 1, die umfasst:

eine logische Summier-Einheit (18), die das
Takt-Signal (Clock) und das von der Einheit (13)
zum Erzeugen eines PWM-Signals erzeugte
PWM-Signal (Vpwm) logisch summiert und den
Ausgang als das PWM-Signal (Vpwm) zuführt,
wobei
die Ansteuer-Einheit (14) das von der logischen
Summier-Einheit (18) ausgegebene PWM-Sig-
nal (Vpwm) empfängt und das Schalten des
Schalt-Elementes (Q) entsprechend dem von
der logischen Summier-Einheit (18) ausgege-
benen PWM-Signal (Vpwm) steuert.

3. Steuerungsvorrichtung für die elektromagnetische
induktive Last nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 2,
wobei
die Strommess-Einheit (11) in einem Rückspeise-
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strom-Flussweg, über den ein Rückspeisestrom in
der AUS-Zeit während des PWM-Ansteuervorgangs
der Schaltvorrichtung fließt, in Reihe mit einer Frei-
laufdiode (D) verbunden ist.

4. Steuerungsvorrichtung für die elektromagnetische
induktive Last nach Anspruch 3, wobei
das Schalt-Element (Q) mit der Gleichstromversor-
gung verbunden ist und Hochseiten-Ansteuerung
des Stroms unterzogen wird, der in einer AN-Zeit bei
einem PWM-Ansteuervorgang des Schalt-Elemen-
tes (Q) durch die elektromagnetische induktive Last
(100) fließt,
die Strommess-Einheit (11) einen Mess-Widerstand
(Rs) enthält, der in dem Rückspeisestrom-Flussweg
zwischen die Freilaufdiode (D) und die Erde geschal-
tet ist, und
die Stromerfassungs-Einheit (12) eine Umkehr-
Schaltung (31), die eine Endspannung des Mess-
Widerstandes umkehrt, und einen Komparator (23)
enthält, der eine Ausgangsspannung der Umkehr-
Schaltung mit einer eingestellten Spannung ver-
gleicht.

5. Steuerungsvorrichtung für die elektromagnetische
induktive Last nach Anspruch 3, wobei
das Schalt-Element (Q) mit der Erde verbunden ist
und Niedrigseiten-Ansteuerung des Stroms unterzo-
gen wird, der in einer AN-Zeit bei einem PWM-An-
steuervorgang des Schalt-Elementes (Q) durch die
elektromagnetische induktive Last (100) fließt,
die Strommess-Einheit (11) einen Mess-Widerstand
(Rs) enthält, der in dem Rückspeisestrom-Flussweg
zwischen die Freilaufdiode (D) und die Gleichstrom-
versorgung (VB) geschaltet ist, und
die Stromerfassungs-Einheit (12) eine erste Span-
nungsabsenk-Schaltung (A), die eine Endspannung
des mit der Gleichstromversorgung verbundenen
Mess-Widerstandes absenkt, eine zweite Span-
nungsabsenk-Schaltung (B), die eine Endspannung
des mit der Freilaufdiode (D) verbundenen Mess-
Widerstandes absenkt, und einen Komparator (24)
enthält, der eine Ausgangsspannung der ersten
Spannungsabsenk-Schaltung (A) mit einer Aus-
gangsspannung der zweiten Spannungsabsenk-
Schaltung (B) vergleicht.

6. Steuerungsvorrichtung für die elektromagnetische
induktive Last nach Anspruch 3, wobei
das Schalt-Element (Q) mit der Erde verbunden ist
und Niedrigseiten-Ansteuerung des Stroms unterzo-
gen wird, der in einer AN-Zeit bei einem PWM-An-
steuervorgang des Schalt-Elementes (Q) durch die
elektromagnetische induktive Last (100) fließt,
die Strommess-Einheit (11) einen Mess-Widerstand
(Rs) enthält, der in dem Rückspeisestrom-Flussweg
zwischen die Freilaufdiode (D) und die Gleichstrom-
versorgung (VB) geschaltet ist, und

die Stromerfassungs-Einheit (12) eine Differenzver-
stärkungs-Schaltung (27), die eine Abweichung ei-
ner Endspannung des mit der Gleichstromversor-
gung verbundenen Mess-Widerstandes und einer
Endspannung des mit der Freilaufdiode (D) verbun-
denen Mess-Widerstandes bewirkt, sowie einen
Komparator (28) enthält, der einen Differenzaus-
gang der Differenzverstärkungs-Schaltung (27) mit
einer eingestellten Spannung (Vref) vergleicht.

Revendications

1. Appareil de commande d’une charge inductive élec-
tromagnétique, l’appareil de commande étant un cir-
cuit (10) qui comprend un élément de commutation
(Q) qui est commandé par PWM et qui est connecté
en série avec la charge inductive électromagnétique
(100) entre une alimentation en courant continu (VB)
et une masse, le circuit (10) comprenant:

une unité de détection de courant (11) qui dé-
tecte un courant régénératif (Isense) dans un
temps d’arrêt dans une opération d’attaque
PWM de l’élément de commutation (Q);
une unité de détection de courant (12) qui délivre
en sortie un signal de détection de courant (Ide-
tect) lorsqu’un courant de détection (Isense) dé-
tecté par l’unité de détection de courant (11) de-
vient plus petit qu’une quantité de courant cible
(Iref);
une unité de génération de signal PWM (13) qui
reçoit un signal d’horloge (Clock) d’une fréquen-
ce donnée et le signal de détection de courant
(Idetect) délivré en sortie par l’unité de détection
de courant (12), et qui génère un signal PWM
(Vpwm) de niveau élevé pendant une période
allant d’une montée d’un signal de détection de
courant (Idetect) indiquant que le signal de dé-
tection de courant est devenu plus petit que la
quantité de courant cible (Iref), à la chute du
signal d’horloge (Clock); et
une unité d’attaque (14) qui entraîne et com-
mande l’élément de commutation (Q) sur la base
du signal PWM (Vpwm) généré par l’unité de
génération de signal PWM (13),
caractérisé par:

une unité de surveillance de tension d’ali-
mentation (16) qui surveille une tension de
l’alimentation en courant continu (VB) et qui
délivre en sortie un signal de réduction de
tension (Vmoni) pendant une période où la
tension d’alimentation est réduite ou infé-
rieure à une tension définie (Vth); et
une unité de génération de signal de com-
mande CC (17) qui reçoit le signal de ré-
duction de tension (Vmoni) délivré par l’uni-
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té de surveillance de tension d’alimentation
(16), et qui délivre un signal de commande
en courant continu (Vdc) toujours au niveau
haut pendant la période de réduction de ten-
sion d’alimentation et une période de temps
donnée après le retour de la tension de l’ali-
mentation en courant continu (VB), dans le-
quel

l’unité d’attaque (14) reçoit le signal d’attaque
en courant continu (Vdc) délivré en sortie par
l’unité de génération de signal d’attaque en cou-
rant continu (17) et le signal PWM (Vpwm) émis
par l’unité de génération de signal PWM (13), et
délivre en sortie un signal de porte (Vg) mainte-
nu au niveau haut de l’élément de commutation
(Q), de telle sorte que la commande PWM est
commutée de force en mode d’attaque en cou-
rant continu.

2. Appareil de commande pour la charge inductive
électromagnétique selon la revendication 1, compre-
nant
une unité de somme logique (18) qui additionne lo-
giquement le signal d’horloge (Clock) et le signal
PWM (Vpwm) généré par l’unité de génération de
signal PWM (13) et délivre en sortie comme signal
PWM (Vpwm), dans lequel
l’unité d’attaque (14) reçoit le signal PWM (Vpwm)
délivré en sortie par l’unité de sommation logique
(18) et commande la commutation de l’élément de
commutation (Q) conformément au signal PWM
(Vpwm) délivré en sortie par l’unité de sommation
logique (18).

3. Appareil de commande pour la charge inductive
électromagnétique selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 ou 2, dans lequel
l’unité de détection de courant (11) est connectée
en série avec une diode de roue libre (D) dans un
circuit de passage de courant de régénération à tra-
vers lequel circule un courant de régénération pen-
dant le temps lors de l’opération d’attaque PWM du
dispositif de commutation.

4. Appareil de commande pour la charge inductive
électromagnétique selon la revendication 3, dans le-
quel
l’élément de commutation (Q) est connecté à l’ali-
mentation en courant continu pour subir une excita-
tion haute tension du courant passant à travers la
charge inductive électromagnétique (100) pendant
un temps de marche lors d’une opération d’attaque
PWM de l’élément de commutation (Q),
l’unité de détection de courant (11) comprend une
résistance de détection (Rs) qui est connectée entre
la diode de roue libre (D) et la masse dans le circuit
de passage de courant de régénération, et

l’unité de détection de courant (12) comprend un cir-
cuit d’inversion (31) qui inverse une tension de borne
de la résistance de détection (Rs) et un comparateur
(23) qui compare une tension de sortie du circuit d’in-
version avec une tension de consigne.

5. Appareil de commande pour la charge inductive
électromagnétique selon la revendication 3, dans le-
quel
l’élément de commutation (Q) est connecté à la mas-
se pour subir une excitation basse tension du cou-
rant passant à travers la charge inductive électro-
magnétique (100) pendant un temps de marche lors
d’une opération d’attaque PWM de l’élément de
commutation (Q),
l’unité de détection de courant (11) comprend une
résistance de détection (Rs) qui est connectée entre
la diode de roue libre (D) et l’alimentation en courant
continu (VB) dans le circuit de passage de courant
de régénération, et
l’unité de détection de courant (12) comprend un pre-
mier circuit de chute de tension (A) qui abaisse une
tension de borne de la résistance de détection con-
nectée à l’alimentation en courant continu, un se-
cond circuit de chute de tension (B) qui abaisse une
tension de borne de la résistance de détection con-
nectée à la diode de roue libre (D), et un comparateur
(24) qui compare une tension de sortie du premier
circuit de chute de tension (A) avec une tension de
sortie du second circuit de chute de tension (B).

6. Appareil de commande pour la charge inductive
électromagnétique selon la revendication 3, dans le-
quel
l’élément de commutation (Q) est connecté à la mas-
se pour subir une excitation basse tension du cou-
rant passant à travers la charge inductive électro-
magnétique (100) pendant un temps de marche lors
d’une opération d’attaque PWM de l’élément de
commutation (Q),
l’unité de détection de courant (11) comprend une
résistance de détection (Rs) qui est connectée entre
la diode de roue libre (D) et l’alimentation en courant
continu (VB) dans le circuit de passage de courant
de régénération, et
l’unité de détection de courant (12) comprend un cir-
cuit d’amplification différentielle (27) qui obtient une
dérivation d’une tension de borne de la résistance
de détection connectée à l’alimentation en courant
continu et une tension de borne de la résistance de
détection connectée à la diode de roue libre (D), et
un comparateur (28) qui compare une sortie diffé-
rentielle du circuit d’amplification différentielle avec
une tension de consigne (Vref).
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