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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The disclosure is related to monitoring and pre-
diction of agricultural performance over wide areas.

Summary

[0002] Broadly, this writing pertains to ground-based
measurements of agricultural metrics such as NDVI that
are used to calibrate wide-area aerial measurements of
the same metrics. Calibrated wide-area data may then
be used as an input to a field prescription processor.

Background

[0003] A modern crop farm may be thought of as a
complex biochemical factory optimized to produce corn,
wheat, soybeans or countless other products, as effi-
ciently as possible. The days of planting in spring and
waiting until fall harvest to assess results are long gone.
Instead, today’s best farmers try to use all available data
to monitor and promote plant growth throughout a grow-
ing season. Farmers influence their crops through the
application of fertilizers, growth regulators, harvest aids,
herbicides and pesticides. Precise crop monitoring - to
help decide quantity, location and timing of field applica-
tions - has a profound effect on cost, crop yield and pol-
lution.
[0004] Normalized difference vegetative index (NDVI)
is an example of a popular crop metric. NDVI is based
on differences in optical reflectivity of plants and dirt at
different wavelengths. Dirt reflects more visible (VIS) red
light than near-infrared (NIR) light, while plants reflect
more NIR than VIS. Chlorophyll in plants is a strong ab-
sorber of visible red light; hence, plants’ characteristic

green color.  where r is reflectiv-
ity measured at the wavelength indicated by the sub-
script. Typically, NIR is around 770 nm while VIS is
around 660 nm. In various agricultural applications, NDVI
correlates well with biomass, plant height, nitrogen con-
tent or frost damage.
[0005] Farmers use NDVI measurements to decide
when and how much fertilizer to apply. Early in a growing
season it may be hard to gauge how much fertilizer plants
will need over the course of their growth. Too late in the
season, the opportunity to supply missing nutrients may
be lost. Thus the more measurements are available dur-
ing a season, the better.
[0006] A crop’s yield potential is the best yield obtain-
able for a particular plant type in a particular field and
climate. Farmers often apply a high dose of fertilizer, e.g.
nitrogen, to a small part of a field, the so-called "N-rich
strip". This area has enough nitrogen to ensure that ni-
trogen deficiency does not retard plant growth. NDVI

measurements on plants in other parts of the field are
compared with those from the N-rich strip to see if more
nitrogen is needed to help the field keep up with the strip.
[0007] The consequences of applying either too much
or too little nitrogen to a field can be severe. With too little
nitrogen the crop may not achieve its potential and profit
may be left "on the table." Too much nitrogen, on the
other hand, wastes money and may cause unnecessary
pollution during rain runoff. Given imperfect information,
farmers tend to over apply fertilizer to avoid the risk of
an underperforming crop. Thus, more precise and accu-
rate plant growth measurements save farmers money
and prevent pollution by reducing the need for over ap-
plication.
[0008] NDVI measurements may be obtained from var-
ious sensor platforms, each with inherent strengths and
weaknesses. Satellite or aerial imaging can quickly gen-
erate NDVI maps that cover wide areas. However, sat-
ellites depend on the sun to illuminate their subjects and
the sun is rarely, if ever, directly overhead a field when
a satellite acquires an image. Satellite imagery is also
affected by atmospheric phenomena such as clouds and
haze. These effects lead to an unknown bias or offset in
NDVI readings obtained by satellites or airplanes. Rela-
tive measurements within an image are useful, but com-
parisons between images, especially those taken under
different conditions or at different times, may not be
meaningful.
[0009] Local NDVI measurements may be obtained
with ground based systems such as the Trimble Naviga-
tion "GreenSeeker". A GreenSeeker is an active sensor
system that has its own light source that is scanned ap-
proximately one meter away from plant canopy. The light
source is modulated to eliminate interference from am-
bient light. Visible and near-infrared reflectivity are meas-
ured from illumination that is scanned over a field.
Ground-based sensors like the GreenSeeker can be
mounted on tractors, spray booms or center-pivot irriga-
tion booms to scan an entire field. (GreenSeekers and
other ground-based sensors may also be hand-held and,
optionally, used with portable positioning and data col-
lection devices such as laptop computers, portable digital
assistants, smart phones or dedicated data controllers.)
Active, ground-based sensors provide absolute meas-
urements that may be compared with other measure-
ments obtained at different times, day or night. It does
take time, however, to scan the sensors over fields of
interest.
[0010] What is needed are wide area plant monitoring
systems and methods capable of providing absolute data
that can be compared with other data obtained by differ-
ent methods and/or at different times. Furthermore, farm-
ers need help navigating the vast stores of potentially
valuable data that affect plant growth.
[0011] US 5,467,271 discloses a mapping and analy-
sis system that generates agricultural maps and analyzes
the agricultural maps to match farm inputs of a farming
field to current soil and vegetation characteristics to op-
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timize the productivity of the farming field. The mapping
and analysis system includes an air-based device for
generating spectral image data related to at least one of
vegetation stress and soil characteristics for a portion of
the farming field. A position device generates position
data related to the position of said air-based device with
respect to said portion of the farming field. A georefer-
encing device synchronizes said position data with said
spectral image data to generate georeferenced spectral
image data. A database is generated using the georef-
erenced data to monitor and analyze the farming field for
a growing season to improve productivity thereof.
[0012] The present invention is defined by a method
according to claim 1 and a system according to claim 10.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013]

Fig. 1 shows a schematic map of nine farm fields
with management zones.
Fig. 2 shows one of the fields of Fig. 1 in greater
detail.
Fig. 3 shows a schematic satellite image of the fields
of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 shows a block diagram of a wide-area field
prescription system.
Fig. 5 shows a block diagram of a method to combine
satellite and ground data acquired at different times.
Figs. 6A and 6B show a schematic graph of NDVI
data obtained at different times via different meth-
ods.

Detailed Description

[0014] Wide-area agricultural monitoring and predic-
tion encompasses systems and methods to generate cal-
ibrated estimates of plant growth and corresponding field
prescriptions. Data from ground and satellite based sen-
sors are combined to obtain absolute, calibrated plant
metrics, such as NDVI, over wide areas. Further inputs,
such as soil, crop characteristics and climate data, are
stored in a database. A processor uses the measured
plant metrics and database information to create custom-
ized field prescription maps that show where, when and
how much fertilizer, pesticide or other treatment should
be applied to a field to maximize crop yield.
[0015] Ground data are used to remove the unknown
bias or offset of satellite or aerial images thereby allowing
images taken at different times to be compared with each
other or calibrated to an absolute value. Soil, crop and
climate data may also be stored as images or maps. The
volume of data stored in the database can be quite large
depending on the area of land covered and the spatial
resolution. Simulations of plant growth may be run with
plant and climate models to build scenarios such that a
farmer can predict not just what may happen to his crops
based on average assumptions, but also probabilities for

outlying events.
[0016] A basic ingredient of any field prescription, how-
ever, is an accurate map of actual plant progress meas-
ured in the field. NDVI is used here as a preferred exam-
ple of a metric for measuring plant growth; however, other
parameters, such as the green vegetation index, or other
reflectance-based vegetative indices, may also be use-
ful. Fig. 1 shows a schematic map of nine farm fields,
101, 102 ... 109, delineated by solid boundary lines.
Dashed lines in the figure show the boundaries of field
management zones which are labeled by circled num-
bers 1, 2 and 3. Management zones are areas of common
growing characteristics. Qualities that define a zone may
include drainage, soil type, ground slope, naturally oc-
curring nutrients, weed types, pests, etc. Regardless of
how zones differ, plants within a zone tend to grow about
the same. Targeted fertilizer application within a zone
can help smooth out growth variation. Plants in different
zones may require markedly different fertilizer prescrip-
tions.
[0017] Fig. 2 shows field 107 of Fig. 1 in greater detail.
The field overlaps three management zones labeled by
circled numbers 1, 2 and 3. Path 205 shows the track
that a ground-based NDVI scanner like a GreenSeeker
takes as it measures plant growth in the field. Ground-
based scanners can be deployed on tractors, spray
trucks or other equipment and can be programmed to
record data whenever the equipment moves over a grow-
ing area. (Ground-based scanners may also be hand-
held and connected to portable data collection and/or
positioning equipment.) Ground-based scanners are of-
ten used for real-time, variable-rate application, but be-
cause the scanners are automated, they can run any
time, not just during fertilizer application.
[0018] In Fig. 2, gray stripe 210 marks the location of
an N-rich strip. The N-rich strip is an area where an ex-
cess of nitrogen fertilizer has been applied. Plant growth
in the N-rich strip is not limited by the availability of nitro-
gen, so those plants exhibit the maximum yield potential
of similar plants in the field. Because N-rich strips are
useful for yield potential calculations, measurement of
NDVI in an N-rich strip is often part of a real-time, variable-
rate application procedure. N-rich strips are not always
needed, however. The performance of the top 10% of
plants in a representative part of a field may provide an
adequate standard for maximum yield potential, for ex-
ample.
[0019] Fig. 3 shows a schematic satellite image of the
fields of Fig. 1. The area of land illustrated in Fig. 3 is the
same as the area shown in Fig. 1. The land in Fig. 3 has
been divided into pixels (e.g. 301, 302, 303, 304) similar
to those that may be obtained by satellite imaging. Fig.
3 is drawn for purposes of illustration only; it is not to
scale. Pixels in an actual satellite image may represent
areas in the range of roughly 1 m2 to roughly 100 m2.
The resolution of today’s satellite images is suitable for
agricultural purposes; it is no longer a limiting factor as
was the case several years ago.
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[0020] Scale 305 in Fig. 3 is a schematic representa-
tion of an NDVI scale. Darker pixels represent higher
values of NDVI. Although only five relative NDVI levels
are shown in Fig. 3, much higher precision is available
from actual satellite images. Actual satellite images, how-
ever, do not provide absolute NDVI with the high accu-
racy available using ground-based sensors. Variations
in lighting (i.e. position of the sun), atmospheric effects
(e.g. clouds, haze, dust, rain, etc.), and satellite position
all introduce biases and offsets that are difficult to quan-
tify.
[0021] It is apparent that NDVI measurements for the
set of fields shown in Figs. 1 and 3 may be obtained by
either ground or satellite sensors. Ground measure-
ments provide absolute NDVI at high accuracy while sat-
ellite measurements provide relative NDVI over wide ar-
eas. When ground and satellite data are available for a
common area at times that are not too far apart, the
ground data may be used to resolve the unknown bias
or offset in the satellite data. As an example, if field 107
in Fig. 1 is measured by a GreenSeeker scan and fields
101 through 109 (including 107) are measured by satel-
lite imaging, then overlapping ground and satellite data
for field 107 can be used to calibrate the satellite data for
all of the fields. The accuracy of ground-based data has
been extended to a wide area. Generally "times that are
not too far apart" are within a few days of one another;
however, the actual maximum time difference for useful
calibration depends on how fast plants are growing.
Measurements must be closer together in time for fast-
growing crops. Methods to estimate plant growth rate
and extend the amount by which ground and satellite
measurements can be separated in time are discussed
below.
[0022] Fig. 4 shows a block diagram of a wide-area
field prescription system. In Fig. 4, ground data 405 and
satellite data 410 are inputs to a database and processor
430. The output from the database and processor is a
field prescription 435; i.e. a plan detailing how much
chemical application is needed to optimize yield from a
farm field. A field prescription may be visualized as a map
showing when, where and how much fertilizer or pesti-
cide is required on a field. The prescription may be used
by an automated application system such as a spray truck
with dynamically controllable spray nozzles.
[0023] Soil data 415, crop data 420 and climate data
425 may also be inputs to the database and processor
although not all of these data may be needed for every
application. All of the data sources 405 through 425, and
other data not shown, are georeferenced. Each data
point (soil type, crop type, climate history, NDVI from var-
ious sources, etc.) is associated with a location specified
in latitude and longitude or any other convenient mapping
coordinate system. The various data may be supplied at
different spatial resolution. Climate data, for example, is
likely to have lower spatial resolution than soil type.
[0024] Data inputs 405 through 425 are familiar to
agronomists as inputs to plant yield potential algorithms.

Database and processor 430 are thus capable of gener-
ating wide-area field prescriptions based on any of sev-
eral possible plant models and algorithms. The ability to
run different hypothetical scenarios offers farmers a pow-
erful tool to assess the risks and rewards of various fer-
tilizer or pesticide application strategies. For example, a
farmer might simulate the progress of one of his fields
given rainfall and growing degree day scenarios repre-
senting average growing conditions and also growing
conditions likely to occur only once every ten years. Fur-
thermore, the farmer may send a ground-based NDVI
sensor to scan small parts of just a few of his fields fre-
quently, perhaps once a week, for example. These small
data collection areas may then be used to calibrate sat-
ellite data covering a large farm. The resulting calibrated
data provides the farmer with more precise estimates of
future chemical needs and reduces crop yield uncertain-
ty.
[0025] It is rarely possible to obtain ground and satellite
NDVI data measured at the same time. If only a few days
separate the measurements, the resulting errors may be
small enough to ignore. However, according to the in-
vention, better results are obtained by using a plant
growth model to propagate data forward or backward in
time as needed to compare asynchronous sources. Fig.
5 shows a block diagram of a method to combine satellite
and ground data acquired at different times.
[0026] In Fig. 5, ground data 505, e.g. NDVI obtained
by a GreenSeeker, and satellite data 510 are inputs to a
plant growth model 515. Results from the model are used
to generate an NDVI map 520 for any desired time. Most
plants’ growth is described approximately by a sigmoid
function; the part of the sigmoid of interest to farmers is
the main growth phase which is approximately exponen-
tial. Furthermore, for data not separated too far in time,
plants’ exponential growth may be approximated by a
linear growth model.
[0027] The use of a linear plant growth model to com-
pare asynchronous ground-based and satellite measure-
ments of NDVI may be understood by referring to Figs.
6A and 6B that show a schematic graph of NDVI data
obtained at different times via different methods. In Fig.
6A NDVI is plotted versus time for a small area, for ex-
ample a single data point in a farm field, or a small section
of a field. NDVI measurements 605 and 610 are obtained
by a ground-based system at times t1 and t2 respectively,
while NDVI measurement 614 is obtained from a satellite
image at a later time t3. Satellite-derived data point 614
has a bias or offset. The bias in data point 614 may be
calculated by fitting line 620 to ground-derived data
points 605 and 610. The result is that the actual NDVI
measured by the satellite at time t3 (for the specific ground
area under consideration in Fig. 6A) is represented by
data point 616, the value of the function represented by
line 620 at t3. Of course, the longer the interval between
t2 and t3, the less confidence may be placed in linear
extrapolation 620. However, the result is likely more ac-
curate than simply forcing data point 614 to have the
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same value as data point 610, for example.
[0028] The situation plotted in Fig. 6B is similar to that
of Fig. 6A except for the order in which data is obtained.
In Fig. 6B NDVI measurements 625 and 635 are obtained
by a ground-based system at times t4 and t6 respectively,
while NDVI measurement 628 is obtained from a satellite
image at an intermediate time t5. Satellite-derived data
point 628 has a bias or offset. The bias in data point 628
may be calculated by fitting line 640 to ground-derived
data points 625 and 635. The result is that the actual
NDVI measured by the satellite at time t5 (for the specific
ground area under consideration in Fig. 6B) is represent-
ed by data point 632, the value of the function represent-
ed by line 640 at t5.
[0029] Figs. 6A and 6B have been described in a sim-
plified scenario in which plant growth is assumed to be
easily modeled as a function of time. However, it may be
more realistic to express plant growth as a function of
heat input, represented for example by growing degree
days since planting. If the number of growing degree days
per actual day does not change (an idealized and some-
what unlikely scenario), then plant growth versus time or
heat input will have the same functional form. In general,
the time axis in Figs. 6A and 6B may be replaced by a
model which may include heat input, moisture, rainfall,
sunlight intensity or other data that affect growth rate.
[0030] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
the methods discussed above in connection with Figs. 5
and 6 may be generalized. Two measurement sources -
ground and satellite sensors - measure the same quan-
tity. One source provides absolute measurements while
the other includes an unknown bias. A linear model may
be used for the time evolution of the measured quantity,
NDVI. The situation is well suited for the application of a
digital filter, such as a Kalman filter, to obtain an optimal
estimate for NDVI. Relative measurements of NDVI over
wide areas are calibrated by absolute measurements
over smaller, subset areas.
[0031] Sparse spatial NDVI sampling may be sufficient
to calibrate wide-area satellite data. More dense sam-
pling is needed for smaller management zones which are
often associated with more rapidly varying topography,
while less dense sampling is sufficient for larger man-
agement zones which are often associated with flatter
topography.
[0032] The wide-area agricultural and prediction sys-
tems and methods described herein give farmers more
precise and accurate crop information over wider areas
than previously possible. This information may be com-
bined with soil, climate, crop and other spatial data to
generate field prescriptions using standard or custom-
ized algorithms.
[0033] Although many of the systems and methods
have been described in terms of fertilizer application, the
same principles apply to pesticide, herbicide and growth
regulator application as well. Although many of the sys-
tems and methods have been described as using images
obtained from satellites, the same principles apply to im-

ages obtained from airplanes, helicopters, balloons, un-
manned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and other aerial plat-
forms. Thus "aerial data" comprises data obtained from
satellite, airplane, helicopter, balloon and UAV imaging
platforms. Similarly, "ground-based data" comprises da-
ta obtained from sensors that may be mounted on a truck,
tractor or other vehicle, or that may be hand-held. Al-
though many of the systems and methods have been
described in terms of NDVI, other reflectance-based veg-
etative indices may be used.
[0034] The above description of the disclosed embod-
iments is provided to enable any person skilled in the art
to make or use the disclosure. Various modifications to
these embodiments will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art, and the principles defined herein may
be applied to other embodiments without departing from
the scope of the disclosure. Thus, the disclosure is not
intended to be limited to the embodiments shown herein
but is to be accorded the scope as defined by the ap-
pended claims.

CONCEPTS

[0035] This writing has disclosed at least the following
concepts.

Concept 1. A method for calibrating agricultural
measurements comprising:

obtaining aerial data representing relative
measurements of an agricultural metric in a ge-
ographic area, the relative measurements hav-
ing an unknown bias;
obtaining ground-based data representing ab-
solute measurements of the agricultural metric
within the geographic area; and,
using the absolute measurements to calibrate
the relative measurements, thereby synthesiz-
ing absolute measurements of the agricultural
metric in parts of the geographic area.

Concept 2. The method of Concept 1, the aerial data
obtained from a satellite.
Concept 3. The method of Concept 1, the aerial data
obtained from an airplane.
Concept 4. The method of Concept 1, the agricultural
metric being normalized difference vegetative index.
Concept 5. The method of Concept 1, the agricultural
metric being a reflectance-based vegetative index.
Concept 6. The method of Concept 1 further com-
prising: combining data representing the ground-
based and synthesized absolute measurements with
additional spatial agricultural data to generate a pre-
scription for the application of chemicals to an agri-
cultural field.
Concept 7. The method of Concept 6, the additional
spatial agricultural data being a soil data map.
Concept 8. The method of Concept 6, the additional
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spatial agricultural data being a crop data map.
Concept 9. The method of Concept 6, the additional
spatial agricultural data being climate data.
Concept 10. The method of Concept 6, the chemicals
being fertilizers.
Concept 11. The method of Concept 6, the chemicals
being pesticides or herbicides.
Concept 12. The method of Concept 6, the prescrip-
tion based on an agricultural algorithm having an ag-
ricultural metric and climate data as inputs.
Concept 13. The method of Concept 12, the agricul-
tural metric being normalized difference vegetative
index and the climate data including growing degree
days since planting.
Concept 14. The method of Concept 1, the synthe-
sizing absolute measurements including using a
plant growth model to propagate ground-based data
forward or backward in time as needed to compare
it with non-contemporaneous satellite data.
Concept 15. The method of Concept 14, the plant
growth model being a linear model.
Concept 16. A system for making calibrate agricul-
tural measurements comprising:

a source of aerial data representing relative
measurements of an agricultural metric in a ge-
ographic area, the relative measurements hav-
ing an unknown bias;
a source of ground-based data representing ab-
solute measurements of the agricultural metric
within the geographic area; and,
a database and processor that use the absolute
measurements to calibrate the relative meas-
urements, thereby synthesizing absolute meas-
urements of the agricultural metric in parts of the
geographic area.

Concept 17. The system of Concept 16, the aerial
data obtained from a satellite.
Concept 18. The system of Concept 16, the aerial
data obtained from an airplane.
Concept 19. The system of Concept 16, the agricul-
tural metric being normalized difference vegetative
index.
Concept 20. The system of Concept 16, the agricul-
tural metric being a reflectance-based vegetative in-
dex.
Concept 21. The system of Concept 16, the data-
base and processor further combining data repre-
senting the ground-based and synthesized absolute
measurements with additional spatial agricultural
data to generate a prescription for the application of
chemicals to an agricultural field.
Concept 22. The system of Concept 16, the addi-
tional spatial agricultural data being a soil data map.
Concept 23. The system of Concept 15, the addi-
tional spatial agricultural data being a crop data map.
Concept 24. The system of Concept 16, the addi-

tional spatial agricultural data being climate data.
Concept 25. The system of Concept 16, the chemi-
cals being fertilizers.
Concept 26. The system of Concept 16, the chemi-
cals being pesticides or herbicides.
Concept 27. The system of Concept 16, the prescrip-
tion based on an agricultural algorithm having an ag-
ricultural metric and climate data as inputs.
Concept 28. The system of Concept 27, the agricul-
tural metric being normalized difference vegetative
index and the climate data including growing degree
days since planting.
Concept 29. The system of Concept 16, the synthe-
sizing absolute measurements including using a
plant growth model to propagate ground-based data
forward or backward in time as needed to compare
it with non-contemporaneous satellite data.
Concept 30. The system of Concept 16, the plant
growth model being a linear model.

Claims

1. A method for calibrating agricultural measurements
comprising:

obtaining aerial data representing relative
measurements (510) of an agricultural metric in
a geographic area, the relative measurements
having an unknown bias;
obtaining ground-based data representing ab-
solute measurements (505) of the agricultural
metric within the geographic area; and,
using the absolute measurements to calibrate
the relative measurements, thereby synthesiz-
ing (520) absolute measurements of the agricul-
tural metric in parts of the geographic area;
characterised by said synthesizing absolute
measurements including using (515) a plant
growth model (620; 640) to propagate ground-
based data (605, 610; 625, 635) forward or back-
ward in time as needed to compare it with non-
contemporaneous aerial data (614; 628).

2. The method of Claim 1, the aerial data being ob-
tained from one of: a satellite; and an airplane.

3. The method of Claim 1, the agricultural metric being
one of: a normalized difference vegetative index; and
a reflectance-based vegetative index.

4. The method of Claim 1 further comprising: combining
data representing the ground-based and synthe-
sized absolute measurements with additional spatial
agricultural data to generate a prescription (435) for
the application of chemicals to an agricultural field.

5. The method of Claim 4, the additional spatial agri-
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cultural data being one of: a soil data (415) map; a
crop data (420) map; and climate data (425).

6. The method of Claim 4, the chemicals being one of:
fertilizers; and pesticides or herbicides.

7. The method of Claim 4, the prescription based on
an agricultural algorithm having an agricultural met-
ric and climate data (425) as inputs.

8. The method of Claim 7, the agricultural metric being
normalized difference vegetative index and the cli-
mate data (425) including growing degree days since
planting.

9. The method of Claim 1, the plant growth model (620,
640) being a linear model.

10. A system for making calibrated agricultural meas-
urements comprising:

a source of aerial data representing relative
measurements (510) of an agricultural metric in
a geographic area, the relative measurements
having an unknown bias;
a source of ground-based data representing ab-
solute measurements (505) of the agricultural
metric within the geographic area; and,
a database and processor that use the absolute
measurements to calibrate the relative meas-
urements, thereby synthesizing (520) absolute
measurements of the agricultural metric in parts
of the geographic area;
characterised by said synthesizing absolute
measurements including using (515) a plant
growth model (620; 640) to propagate ground-
based data (605, 610; 625, 635) forward or back-
ward in time as needed to compare it with non-
contemporaneous aerial data (614; 628).

11. The system of Claim 10, the agricultural metric being
one of: a normalized difference vegetative index; and
a reflectance-based vegetative index.

12. The system of Claim 10, the database and processor
further combining data representing the ground-
based and synthesized absolute measurements with
additional spatial agricultural data to generate a pre-
scription (435) for the application of chemicals to an
agricultural field; the additional spatial agricultural
data being one of: a soil data (415) map; a crop data
(420) map; and climate data (425).

13. The system of Claim 10, the prescription based on
an agricultural algorithm having an agricultural met-
ric and climate data (425) as inputs.

14. The system of Claim 10, wherein the aerial data is

obtained from one of: a satellite; and an airplane.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Kalibrieren landwirtschaftlicher Mes-
sungen, wobei das Verfahren folgendes umfasst:

Erhalten von Luftbilddaten, die relative Messun-
gen (510) einer landwirtschaftlichen Metrik in ei-
nem geografischen Bereich, wobei die relativen
Messungen ein unbekanntes Bias aufweisen;
Erhalten bodenbasierter Daten, die absolute
Messungen (505) der landwirtschaftlichen Me-
trik in dem geografischen Bereich darstellen;
und
Verwenden der absoluten Messungen, um die
relativen Messungen zu kalibrieren, wodurch
die absoluten Messungen der landwirtschaftli-
chen Metrik in Teilen des geografischen Be-
reichs synthetisiert (520) werden;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Syntheti-
sieren der absoluten Messungen das Verwen-
den (515) eines Pflanzenwachstumsmodells
(620; 640) aufweist, um die bodenbasierten Da-
ten (605, 610; 625, 635) nach Bedarf zeitlich vor
oder zurück zu übertragen, um sie mit nicht zeit-
gleichen Luftbilddaten (614; 628) zu verglei-
chen.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Luftbilddaten
von einem der folgenden erhalten werden: einem
Satellit oder einem Luftfahrzeug.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die landwirt-
schaftliche Metrik eines der folgenden ist: ein nor-
mierter differenzierter Vegetationsindex oder ein re-
flexionsbasierter Vegetationsindex.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei dieses ferner fol-
gendes umfasst: Kombinieren der Daten, welche die
bodenbasierten und synthetisierten absoluten Mes-
sungen darstellen, mit zusätzlichen räumlichen land-
wirtschaftlichen Daten, um eine Vorschrift (435) für
die Aufbringung von chemischen Substanzen auf ein
landwirtschaftliches Feld zu erzeugen.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei es sich bei den
zusätzlichen räumlichen landwirtschaftlichen Daten
um eines der folgenden handelt: eine Bodendaten-
karte (415), eine Erntedatenkarte (420) oder Klima-
daten (425).

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei es sich bei den
chemischen Substanzen um eines der folgenden
handelt: Düngemittel oder Pestizide oder Herbizide.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Vorschrift auf
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einem landwirtschaftlichen Algorithmus basiert, der
eine landwirtschaftliche Metrik und Klimadaten (425)
als Eingaben aufweist.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei die landwirt-
schaftliche Metrik ein normierter differenzierter Ve-
getationsindex ist, und wobei die Klimadaten (425)
Wachstumsgradtage seit der Pflanzung enthalten.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Pflanzen-
wachstumsmodell (620, 640) ein lineares Modell ist.

10. System zur Ausführung kalibrierter landwirtschaftli-
cher Messungen, wobei das System folgendes um-
fasst:

eine Quelle für Luftbilddaten, die relative Mes-
sungen (510) einer landwirtschaftlichen Metrik
in einem geografischen Bereich darstellen, wo-
bei die relativen Messungen ein unbekanntes
Bias aufweisen;
eine Quelle für bodenbasierte Daten, die abso-
lute Messungen (505) der landwirtschaftlichen
Metrik in dem geografischen Bereich darstellen;
und
eine Datenbank und einen Prozessor, welche
die absoluten Messungen verwenden, um die
relativen Messungen zu kalibrieren, wodurch
die absoluten Messungen der landwirtschaftli-
chen Metrik in Teilen des geografischen Be-
reichs synthetisiert (520) werden;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Syntheti-
sieren der absoluten Messungen das Verwen-
den (515) eines Pflanzenwachstumsmodells
(620; 640) aufweist, um die bodenbasierten Da-
ten (605, 610; 625, 635) nach Bedarf zeitlich vor
oder zurück zu übertragen, um sie mit nicht zeit-
gleichen Luftbilddaten (614; 628) zu verglei-
chen.

11. System nach Anspruch 10, wobei die landwirtschaft-
liche Metrik eines der folgenden ist: ein normierter
differenzierter Vegetationsindex oder ein reflexions-
basierter Vegetationsindex.

12. System nach Anspruch 10, wobei die Datenbank und
der Prozessor ferner die Daten, welche die boden-
basierten und synthetisierten absoluten Messungen
darstellen, mit zusätzlichen räumlichen landwirt-
schaftlichen Daten kombinieren, um eine Vorschrift
(435) für die Aufbringung von chemischen Substan-
zen auf ein landwirtschaftliches Feld zu erzeugen;
wobei es sich bei den zusätzlichen räumlichen land-
wirtschaftlichen Daten um eines der folgenden han-
delt: eine Bodendatenkarte (415), eine Erntedaten-
karte (420) oder Klimadaten (425).

13. System nach Anspruch 10, wobei die Vorschrift auf

einem landwirtschaftlichen Algorithmus basiert, der
eine landwirtschaftliche Metrik und Klimadaten (425)
als Eingaben aufweist.

14. System nach Anspruch 10, wobei die Luftbilddaten
von einem der folgenden erhalten werden: einem
Satellit oder einem Luftfahrzeug.

Revendications

1. Procédé d’étalonnage de mesures agricoles com-
prenant les étapes consistant à :

obtenir des données aériennes représentant
des mesures relatives (510) d’une mesure agri-
cole dans une zone géographique, les mesures
relatives ayant un biais inconnu ;
obtenir des données au sol représentant des
mesures absolues (505) de la mesure agricole
dans la zone géographique ; et,
utiliser les mesures absolues pour étalonner les
mesures relatives, synthétisant ainsi (520) des
mesures absolues de la mesure agricole dans
certaines parties de la zone géographique ;
caractérisé en ce que ladite synthèse de me-
sures absolues comprend l’étape consistant à
utiliser (515) un modèle de croissance de plante
(620 ; 640) pour propager des données au sol
(605, 610 ; 625, 635) en avant ou en arrière dans
le temps comme nécessaire pour les comparer
avec des données aériennes non contemporai-
nes (614 ; 628).

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, les données aé-
riennes étant obtenues : d’un satellite ; ou d’un avi-
on.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, la mesure agricole
étant : un indice végétatif différentiel normalisé ; ou
un indice végétatif basé sur la réflectance.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1 comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à : combiner des données
représentant les mesures absolues au sol et synthé-
tisées avec des données agricoles spatiales supplé-
mentaires pour générer une prescription (435) pour
l’application de produits chimiques dans un champ
agricole.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, les données agri-
coles spatiales supplémentaires étant : une carte de
données sur le sol (415), une carte de données sur
les cultures (420) ; ou des données climatiques
(425).

6. Procédé selon la revendication 4, les produits chi-
miques étant : des engrais ; ou des pesticides ou
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herbicides.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 4, la prescription ba-
sée sur un algorithme agricole ayant une mesure
agricole et des données climatiques (425) comme
entrées.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, la mesure agricole
étant l’indice végétatif différentiel normalisé et les
données climatiques (425) incluant les degrés-jours
de croissance depuis la plantation.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 1, le modèle de crois-
sance de plante (620, 640) étant un modèle linéaire.

10. Système pour effectuer des mesures agricoles éta-
lonnées comprenant :

une source de données aériennes représentant
des mesures relatives (510) d’une mesure agri-
cole dans une zone géographique, les mesures
relatives ayant un biais inconnu ;
une source des données au sol représentant
des mesures absolues (505) de la mesure agri-
cole dans la zone géographique ; et,
une base de données et un processeur qui uti-
lisent les mesures absolues pour étalonner les
mesures relatives, synthétisant ainsi (520) les
mesures absolues de la mesure agricole dans
certaines parties de la zone géographique ;
caractérisé en ce que ladite synthèse de me-
sures absolues comprend l’étape consistant à
utiliser (515) un modèle de croissance de plante
(620 ; 640) pour propager des données au sol
(605, 610 ; 625, 635) en avant ou en arrière dans
le temps comme nécessaire pour les comparer
avec des données aériennes non contemporai-
nes (614 ; 628).

11. Système selon la revendication 10, la mesure agri-
cole étant : un indice végétatif différentiel normalisé ;
ou un indice végétatif basé sur la réflectance.

12. Système selon la revendication 10, la base de don-
nées et le processeur combinant en outre des don-
nées représentant les mesures absolues au sol et
synthétisées avec des données agricoles spatiales
supplémentaires pour générer une prescription
(435) pour l’application de produits chimiques à un
champ agricole ; les données agricoles spatiales
supplémentaires étant : une carte de données sur le
sol (415), une carte de données sur les cultures
(420) ; et une carte de données climatiques (425).

13. Système selon la revendication 10, la prescription
basée sur un algorithme agricole ayant une mesure
agricole et des données climatiques (425) comme
entrées.

14. Système selon la revendication 10, les données aé-
riennes étant obtenues : d’un satellite ; ou d’un avi-
on.
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