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Description 

A.  Background  of  the  invention 

5  A(1)  Field  of  the  Invention 

The  invention  generally  relates  to  a  method  of  and  a  device  for  reproducing  digitized  video  pictures, 
and  more  particularly  to  a  restoration  circuit  used  in  such  a  device  for  restoring  erroneous  picture  elements 
by  means  of  some  restoration  method.  Such  a  device  may  be  a  television  receiver  for  receiving  digital 

io  television  pictures  which  are  transmitted  by  a  television  broadcasting  transmitter,  but  it  may  also  be  an 
apparatus  for  reproducing  digitally  stored  pictures. 

A(2)  Description  of  the  prior  art 

75  A  video  picture  is  generally  assumed  to  be  composed  of  an  array  of  M1  x  M2  picture  elements.  For  a 
video  picture  consisting  of  625  lines  M1  =  625  and  M2  is  usually  720.  For  the  transmission  of  such  a  video 
picture  it  is  subjected  to  a  data  reduction  method  in  order  to  maintain  the  quantity  of  bits  to  be  transmitted 
per  second  (bit  rate)  within  certain  limits.  A  data  reduction  method  which  is  very  frequently  used  is 
transform  coding.  In  this  method  the  video  picture  is  partitioned  into  sub-pictures  of  N  x  N  picture  elements 

20  each;  a  typical  value  of  N  is  four  or  eight.  Each  sub-picture  is  subsequently  transformed  by  means  of  a  two- 
dimensional  transform  into  a  number  of  so-called  coefficients  accurately  describing  this  sub-picture.  For 
more  information  relating  to  transform  coding  see,  for  example,  pages  225-232  of  Reference  1  . 

The  physical  significance  of  this  two-dimensional  transform  is  the  following.  Each  sub-picture  is 
considered  to  be  a  sum  of  a  plurality  of  mutual  orthogonal  basic  pictures  each  also  consisting  of  N  x  N 

25  picture  elements  and  each  with  its  own  weighting  factor.  It  is  these  weighting  factors,  conventionally  referred 
to  as  coefficients,  which  are  obtained  by  means  of  the  two-dimensional  transform. 

If  an  error  occurs  in  one  of  the  coefficients  in  the  transmission  channel,  this  has  consequences  for  all 
picture  elements  of  the  relevant  sub-picture.  Literature  describes  several  so-called  methods  of  restoring 
erroneous  signal  values  in  general.  These  known  restoration  methods  are  generally  also  applicable  to  video 

30  pictures,  both  in  one  and  in  two  dimensions.  References  2  and  3  describe  some  of  these  restoration 
methods.  Notably,  the  restoration  method  proposed  in  Reference  3  may  be  very  promising  for  video 
pictures. 

The  restoration  method  proposed  in  Reference  3  is  based  on  the  idea  that  a  prediction  picture  element 
s(i,j)  can  be  determined  for  each  picture  element  s(i,j)  which  deviates  to  a  slight  extent  from  the  picture 

35  element  and  which  can  be  considered  as  a  linear  combination  of  weighted  versions  of  picture  elements 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  this  picture  element.  This  vicinity  will  be  referred  to  as  prediction  field  and  it  is  thus 
understood  to  mean  the  collection  of  those  picture  elements  which  are  considered  for  predicting  another 
picture  element,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  reference  picture  element.  Thus,  it  holds  for  each  prediction 
picture  element  that: 

40 

(1)  . . .   s ( i , j )   =  [  I  a ( k f l ) s ( i - k ,   j - 1 )  

45  The  weighting  factors  a(k,l)  are  conventionally  referred  to  as  prediction  coefficients  and  the  collection  of 
values  k,l  considered  determines  the  prediction  field. 

This  known  restoration  method  is  also  based  on  the  idea  that  the  prediction  coefficients  should  not  be 
considered  to  be  constant  throughout  the  picture,  but  only  within  a  limited  partial  region  which  will  be 
referred  to  as  reference  sub-picture  and  which  consists  of  Pi  x  P2  picture  elements.  Such  a  reference  sub- 

50  picture  is  chosen  to  be  such  that  it  comprises  all  erroneous  picture  elements  of  an  erroneous  sub-picture, 
enclosed  by  non-erroneous  (correct)  picture  elements.  This  means  that  for  each  reference  sub-picture  the 
prediction  coefficients  should  be  computed  again  before  the  erroneous  picture  elements  can  be  restored. 
For  computing  the  prediction  coefficients  each  erroneous  picture  element  within  the  reference  sub-picture  is 
firstly  replaced  in  a  preset  process  by  a  predetermined  auxiliary  picture  element,  for  example,  by  zero,  so 

55  that  an  up-dated  reference  sub-picture  is  obtained.  Subsequently  an  iteration  prediction  process  is 
performed.  This  process  comprises  a  coefficient  prediction  step  in  which,  as  far  as  is  possible,  the 
associated  prediction  picture  element  is  determined  in  accordance  with  expression  (1)  for  each  picture 
element  in  the  up-dated  reference  sub-picture.  Since  the  prediction  coefficients  are  not  known,  this  means 

2 
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that  each  picture  element  is  written  as  a  function  in  a(k,l)  of  the  picture  elements  of  the  prediction  field 
chosen.  If  the  difference  between  a  picture  element  and  its  prediction  picture  element  is  referred  to  as 
prediction  error  and  is  indicated  by  e(i,j),  it  holds  that: 

5  (2)  e(i,j)  =  s(i,j)  -  s(i,j) 

In  this  expression  the  prediction  error  is  thus  also  a  function  of  the  prediction  coefficients  a(k,l).  By  squaring 
all  prediction  errors  which  can  be  defined  for  the  reference  sub-picture  and  by  adding  them,  a  prediction 
coefficient  function  Q(a)  is  obtained  which  is  thus  defined  as  follows: 

10 

(3)  . . .   Q(a)  = n   e ( i , j ) 2  
i  3 

is  and  which  is  a  function  of  all  prediction  coefficients.  Since  the  erroneous  picture  elements  were  initially  set 
at  zero,  a  first  approximation  can  now  be  obtained  of  the  set  of  prediction  coefficients  applying  to  the  entire 
reference  sub-picture  by  minimizing  the  prediction  coefficient  function  Q(a).  The  minimum  value  of  this 
prediction  coefficient  function  Q(a)  for  a  given  prediction  coefficient  is  obtained  by  differentiating  this 
function  with  respect  to  this  prediction  coefficient  and  by  setting  this  derivative  to  zero.  Since  this  function  is 

20  quadratic  in  these  prediction  coefficients,  the  first  approximation  of  each  prediction  coefficient  thus  follows. 
By  computing  a  prediction  picture  element  in  accordance  with  expression  (1)  by  means  of  these  knwon 

(first  approximation)  prediction  coefficients  in  a  picture  element  prediction  step,  in  which  the  picture 
elements  to  be  restored  are  now  assumed  to  be  the  unknowns,  each  prediction  picture  element  becomes  a 
function  of  the  unknown  picture  elements.  By  determining  a  prediction  error  in  accordance  with  expression 

25  (2)  and  by  defining,  in  analogy  with  expression  (3),  a  picture  element  function  Q(x)  in  accordance  with 

(4)  Q(x)  =  E,  Ej  e(i,j)2 

a  first  approximation  of  the  erroneous  picture  elements  follows  in  a  corresponding  way  as  described  above. 
30  By  replacing  the  original  erroneous  picture  elements  in  a  substitution  step  by  these  first  approximations,  an 

up-dated  reference  sub-picture  is  again  produced  and  the  coefficient  prediction  step  and  the  picture 
element  prediction  step  can  again  be  performed  which  leads  to  an  even  more  accurate  approximation  of  the 
original  erroneous  picture  elements.  This  can  be  continued  until  a  sufficiently  accurate  approximation  is 
obtained. 

35  However,  this  very  promising  restoration  method  unexpectedly  appears  to  yield  a  disappointing  result  in 
practice,  when  used  for  video  pictures. 

B.  Object  and  summary  of  the  invention 

40  It  is,  inter  alia,  an  object  of  the  invention  to  render  the  above-described  restoration  method  suitable  for 
use  with  video  pictures.  For  this  purpose,  a  first  aspect  of  the  invention  provides  a  method  of  reproducing 
digitally  received  video  pictures  as  defined  in  claim  1  .  A  second  aspect  of  the  invention  provides  a  device 
for  carrying  out  the  method  according  to  the  first  aspect.  Advantageous  embodiments  are  defined  in  the 
subclaims. 

45  Dependent  on  the  fact  whether  the  reference  sub-picture  is  either  one  or  two-dimensional,  a  one  or  two- 
dimensional  correction  function  will  be  chosen  as  a  starting  point.  A  straight  line  determined  by  two 
correction  function  coefficients  is  preferably  chosen  as  a  one-dimensional  correction  function.  A  slant  plane 
determined  by  three  correction  function  coefficients  is  preferably  chosen  as  a  two-dimensional  correction 
function. 

50  The  invention  is  based  on  the  recognition  that  the  restoration  method  described  in  Reference  3  can  be 
used  successfully  for  audio  signals  because  such  signals  have  a  mean  value  of  zero  and  do  not  exhibit  any 
discontinuities.  However,  a  video  picture  has  a  completely  different  character  as  compared  with  an  audio 
signal.  For  example,  in  a  video  signal  the  average  brightness  is  always  larger  than  zero  and  a  brightness 
gradient  can  be  defined  which  constantly  changes  direction.  The  correction  function  initially  corrects  the 

55  correct  picture  elements  of  the  reference  sub-picture  for  the  fact  that  the  average  brightness  of  these 
picture  elements  is  not  zero,  whilst  the  slope  of  the  line  or  the  plane  is  determined  in  such  a  way  that  it  is 
correctly  contiguous  to  the  brightness  gradient. 
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is  D.  Explanation  of  the  invention 

D(1)_B_rief  description^  of  the  Figures 

Fig.  1  shows  a  video  picture  composed  of  picture  elements  with  a  reference  sub-picture  comprising 
20  picture  elements  to  be  restored. 

Fig.  2  shows  the  reference  sub-picture  on  a  larger  scale. 
Fig.  3  shows  a  possible  embodiment  of  a  prediction  field. 
Fig.  4  shows  the  general  structure  of  the  reproduction  device  according  to  the  invention. 
Fig.  5  shows  a  flow  chart  describing  the  operation  of  the  restoration  circuit  shown  in  Fig.  4. 

25  Fig.  6  shows  by  way  of  a  flow  chart  a  further  improvement  of  the  operation  of  the  restoration  circuit 
shown  in  Fig.  4. 

D(2)_Theorejica[  background 

30  In  Fig.  1  dots  indicate  the  picture  elements  of  a  video  picture  composed  of  625  lines.  Each  line 
comprises  720  picture  elements.  In  this  Figure  the  line  numbers  p  are  plotted  vertically  and  the  picture 
element  numbers  q  of  the  picture  elements  are  plotted  horizontally  on  a  line.  It  will  be  assumed  that  for  the 
transmission  of  such  a  video  picture  this  picture  is  subjected  to  a  transform  coding  in  which  sub-pictures  of 
4x4  picture  elements  are  used.  If  one  of  the  coefficients  of  the  picture  transform  cannot  be  reconstructed, 

35  this  means  that  all  picture  elements  of  the  associated  sub-picture  are  erroneous.  In  Fig.  1  the  erroneous 
picture  elements  of  such  an  erroneous  sub-picture  are  denoted  by  *.  For  performing  the  restoration  process 
a  reference  sub-picture  of  Pi  x  P2  picture  elements  is  defined  first.  It  comprises  the  erroneous  picture 
elements  of  the  erroneous  sub-picture,  as  well  as  non-erroneous  (correct)  sub-pictures,  the  erroneous  sub- 
picture  being  enclosed  by  the  correct  sub-pictures.  In  the  video  picture  shown  in  Fig.  1  such  a  reference 

40  sub-picture  is  denoted  by  RSP.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  for  the  sake  of  simplicity  of  the  Figure  a  reference  sub- 
picture  of  10  x  10  picture  elements  has  been  chosen.  Fig.  2  again  shows  this  reference  sub-picture  RSP  on 
a  larger  scale.  Each  picture  element  of  this  reference  sub-picture  is  identified  by  its  coordinates  i  and  j.  A 
picture  element  will  hereinafter  be  referred  to  as  s(i,j). 

For  performing  the  restoration  process  a  prediction  picture  element  s(i,j)  is  determined,  as  far  as  is 
45  possible,  for  each  picture  element  s(i,j)  of  the  reference  sub-picture.  If  the  picture  element  for  which  a 

prediction  picture  element  must  be  determined  is  referred  to  as  reference  picture  element,  its  prediction 
picture  element  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  weighted  versions  of  predetermined  picture  element  located  in  its 
vicinity.  The  latter  picture  elements  constitute  the  prediction  field  for  the  reference  picture  element.  Fig.  3 
further  illustrates  this  for  the  purpose  of  clarification.  In  this  Figure  the  symbol  A  denotes  the  reference 

50  picture  element  s(i,j)  and  the  symbol  0  denotes  the  picture  elements  of  a  conventional  prediction  field.  For 
the  prediction  picture  element  it  holds  in  conformity  with  (1)  that 

2  2 
55  (5)  . . .   §  (i  ,  j  )  =  E  E  a ( k , l ) s ( i - k ,   j - 1 )  55  k=0  1=0 
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with  i,j  =  3,  4,  5  10. 
It  will  now  initially  be  assumed  that  all  picture  elements  of  the  reference  sub-picture  RSP  are  known.  To 
achieve  this,  this  reference  sub-picture  is  firstly  converted  by  way  of  a  preset  process  into  an  up-dated 
reference  sub-picture  RSPo  which  differs  from  the  original  reference  sub-picture  RSP  in  that  all  erroneous 

5  picture  elements  are  set  to  a  predetermined  value,  for  example,  the  value  of  zero.  In  order  to  determine  the 
still  unknown  prediction  coefficients  a(k,l)  which  are  different  for  each  reference  sub-picture,  an  iteration 
prediction  process  is  performed  which  comprises  a  plurality  of  steps.  The  first  step  is  a  coefficient 
prediction  step.  In  this  step  the  difference  between  each  prediction  picture  element  defined  in  accordance 
with  (5)  and  the  associated  reference  picture  element  in  the  up-dated  reference  sub-picture  RSPo  is  taken. 

io  This  difference  is  the  prediction  error  e(i,j)  in  accordance  with  expression  (2)  and  is  a  function  of  the  still 
unknown  prediction  coefficients.  Those  coefficients  which  yield  the  smallest  quadratic  error  for  the  entire 
reference  sub-picture  are  now  chosen  as  prediction  coefficients.  To  this  end  the  prediction  coefficient 
function  Q(a)  is  defined  as  follows  in  accordance  with  expression  (3): 

15 
10  10  ,  (6)  . . .   Q(a)  =  E  E  e ( i , j ) 2  
1=3  ]=3 

20  and  this  function  of  the  prediction  coefficients  is  minimized  so  that  a  set  of  eight  prediction  coefficients  is 
obtained  in  this  case. 

Since  the  erroneous  picture  elements  had  been  given  a  predetermined  initial  value  which  was  also 
erroneous,  a  second  step  is  performed  in  this  iteration  prediction  process,  the  so-called  picture  element 
prediction  step.  In  this  step  a  prediction  picture  element  in  accordance  with  expression  (5)  is  determined 

25  again  for  each  picture  element,  using  the  prediction  coefficients  a(k.l)  computed  in  the  coefficient  prediction 
step  and  thus  being  known,  on  the  understanding  that  the  erroneous  picture  elements  now  occur  as 
unknowns.  Subsequently  the  prediction  errors  e(i,j)  are  again  computed  and  all  prediction  errors  are 
squared  and  added  together.  In  accordance  with  expression  (4)  this  yields  the  picture  element  function  Q(«) 
defined  by: 

30 

10  10  ,  (7)  . . .   QU)  =  E  E  e ( i , j ) 2  
1=3  ]=3 

35 
and  which  is  now  a  function  of  the  unknown  (erroneous)  picture  elements.  Minimization  of  this  function 
yields  a  set  of  sixteen  picture  elements  in  this  case.  By  replacing  the  erroneous  picture  elements  in  the 
reference  sub-picture  RSP  by  the  picture  elements  thus  computed,  an  up-dated  reference  sub-picture  RSPi 
is  obtained.  The  accuracy  of  the  picture  elements  thus  obtained  can  be  increased  by  performing  the 

40  coefficient  prediction  step  and  the  picture  element  prediction  step  once  again,  starting  from  this  up-dated 
reference  sub-picture  RSPi  .  This  will  lead  to  an  up-dated  reference  sub-picture  RSP2  which  in  its  turn  can 
be  subjected  successively  to  a  coefficient  and  picture  element  prediction  step,  and  so  forth.  In  practice,  no 
visible  further  restoration  of  erroneous  picture  elements  is  found  to  be  obtained  when  coefficient  and  picture 
element  prediction  steps  have  been  performed  three  times.  However,  very  disturbing  errors  are  still  found  to 

45  be  present  in  practice. 
As  already  noted,  it  has  been  found  in  practice  that  the  above-described  restoration  method  only  yields 

good  results  if  the  picture  elements  are  zero  at  an  average,  which  is  normally  not  the  case  for  video 
pictures.  Furthermore  the  average  brightness  of  a  video  picture  is  not  constant  either,  but  varies  throughout 
the  picture. 

50  To  be  able  to  successfully  apply  the  above-described  restoration  method  to  video  pictures,  a  correction 
function  U(i,j)is  defined  which  is  valid  for  the  entire  reference  sub-picture  RSP.  This  function  establishes  a 
relation  determined  by  correction  function  coefficients  between  a  correction  value  for  a  given  picture 
element  and  the  coordinates  i,j  of  this  picture  element.  For  example,  this  relation  represents  the  previously 
mentioned  straight  line  of  the  type 

55 
(8)  U(i,j)  =  a0  +  aii 

or  a  plane  of  the  type 

5 
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(9)  U(i,j)  =  ao  +  at  i  +  a2\. 

In  these  expressions  the  quantities  ao,  ai  ,  a2  represent  the  said  correction  function  coefficients.  Each 
5  correct  picture  element  s(i,j)  of  the  reference  sub-picture  RSP  is  replaced  by  a  difference  picture  element 

s(i,j)  which  is  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  original  correct  picture  element  and  the  correction  value 
assumed  by  the  correction  function  for  the  coordinates  of  this  picture  element;  in  other  words 

70  
(10)  . . .   S ( i , j )   =  s ( i , j )   -  U ( i , j ) .  

The  correction  function  is  now  chosen  to  be  such  that  the  difference  picture  elements  have  the  property 
that  their  average  value  is  zero.  To  achieve  this,  the  correction  function  coefficients  for  each  reference  sub- 
picture  will  have  to  be  determined  again.  To  this  end  the  difference  picture  elements  are  subjected  to  mean 

75  square  error  method.  In  other  words,  a  correction  coefficient  function  Q(u)  is  determined,  which  is  defined 
as  follows 

10  10 

20  (8)  . . .   Q(u)  =  E  E  ( s ( i , j )   -  U ( i , j ) ) 2  

i=1  j=1 

in  which  s(i,j)  is  unequal  to  an  erroneous  picture  element.  In  other  words,  the  erroneous  picture  elements 
25  (denoted  by  *  in  Fig.  2)  are  not  taken  into  account  for  determining  the  correction  function.  Minimization  of 

the  function  expressed  in  (8)  yields  the  wanted  correction  function  coefficients  and  hence  the  entire 
correction  function  U(i,j)  and  the  difference  picture  elements  s(i,j).  By  replacing  each  picture  element  in  the 
reference  sub-picture  RSP  by  its  corresponding  difference  picture  element  and  by  subsequently  replacing 
the  original  erroneous  picture  elements  by  zero,  an  up-dated  reference  sub-picture  RSP'o  is  obtained  which 

30  can  be  subjected  to  the  previsouly  mentioned  iteration  prediction  process.  After  performing  the  latter 
process,  a  set  of  restored  difference  picture  elements  is  available  for  the  original  erroneous  picture 
elements.  By  adding  the  associated  correction  value  thereto,  the  wanted  restored  picture  elements  are 
obtained. 

35  D(3)_The  reproduction  device 

Fig.  4  shows  diagrammatically  the  structure  of  a  reproduction  device  denoted  by  1  in  this  Figure.  An 
input  1(0)  of  this  device  receives  a  digitized  video  signal  from  a  source  2  (for  example,  a  magnetic  tape) 
and  its  output  1(1)  supplies  an  analog  video  signal  which  is  suitable  for  display  on  a  monitor  3.  It  will  be 

40  assumed  that  the  digital  signal  supplied  by  the  source  2  is  obtained  by  using  a  transform  coding  of  the 
original  video  picture.  As  already  noted,  a  video  picture  is  split  up  into  sub-pictures  of  N  x  N  picture 
elements  in  transform  coding  and  each  sub-picture  is  subjected  to  a  two-dimensional  transform  so  that  a 
block  of  N  x  N  coefficients  is  obtained.  The  value  of  four  is  used  hereinbefore  for  N.  These  coefficients  are 
subsequently  recoded.  As  a  result,  small  coefficients  usually  become  zero.  Only  the  coefficients  which  are 

45  different  from  zero  are  further  subjected  to  an  error  correcting  algorithm  so  that  each  non-zero  coefficient  is 
converted  into  an  error  correcting  code.  It  is  these  error  correcting  codes  of  the  non-zero  coefficients  which 
are  supplied  by  the  source  2  together  with  information  indicating  which  codes  are  associated  with  one  and 
the  same  block  and  thus  jointly  define  a  sub-picture. 

In  the  reproduction  device  1  the  error  correcting  codes  of  a  block  of  coefficients  are  converted  in  a 
50  correction  device  4  into  the  original  non-zero  coefficients.  These  are  in  their  turn  decoded  in  a  decoding 

circuit  5  which  thus  yields  the  original  block  of  zero  and  non-zero  coefficients.  This  block  of  coefficients  is 
transformed  in  a  two-dimensional  inverse  transform  device  6  to  a  sub-picture  which  largely  corresponds  to 
the  original  sub-picture  from  which  the  received  coefficients  have  been  derived.  This  sub-picture,  together 
with  the  other  sub-picture  constituting  the  picture,  is  stored  in  an  input  picture  memory  7(0)  of  a  restoration 

55  circuit  7.  This  restoration  circuit  7  also  has  an  output  picture  memory  7(1)  whose  contents  are  read  picture 
element  after  picture  element  and  line  after  line.  These  picture  elements  are  converted  in  a  digital-to-analog 
converter  8  into  an  analog  video  signal  which  can  be  displayed  on  monitor  3. 

6 
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In  addition  to  the  original  non-zero  coefficients  the  correction  device  4  supplies  an  error  flag  EF.  It  has 
the  logic  value  "0"  if  all  error  correcting  codes  of  a  block  can  be  converted  into  the  original  coefficients.  If 
this  is  not  the  case  for  one  or  more  of  these  error  correcting  codes  of  a  block,  EF  will  become  1.  This 
means  that  the  relevant  error  correcting  codes  comprise  more  erroneous  bits  than  can  be  corrected.  The 

5  error  flag  EF  occurring  for  each  block  of  coefficients  is  directly  applied  to  the  restoration  circuit  7  and  stored 
in  a  flag  memory  7(2)  at  a  memory  location  which  corresponds  to  the  location  of  the  relevant  sub-picture  in 
the  complete  picture. 

The  restoration  circuit  7  not  only  comprises  the  input  picture  memory  7(0),  the  output  picture  memory 
7(1)  and  the  error  flag  memory  7(2),  but  also  a  processor  PR  which  may  have  the  form  of  a  microcomputer. 

io  This  processor  writes  the  picture  elements  of  a  sub-picture  of  the  input  picture  memory  7(0)  in  an 
unchanged  form  in  adequate  memory  locations  of  the  output  picture  memory  7(1)  if  EF  =  0  holds  for  that 
sub-picture.  This  method  is  shown  by  means  of  the  steps  70  and  71  in  the  flow  chart  of  Fig.  5.  More 
particularly,  it  is  checked  in  step  70  whether  EF  =  0  for  a  sub-picture  to  be  transferred.  If  this  is  the  case, 
the  picture  elements  of  this  sub-picture  are  stored,  in  step  71,  one  by  one  and  unchanged  in  adequate 

is  memory  locations  of  the  output  picture  memory  7(1).  However,  if  it  appears  that  EF  =  1,  the  relevant  sub- 
picture  consists  of  erroneous  picture  elements  which  must  be  restored.  To  this  end  a  restoration  process  72 
is  performed.  It  comprises  a  reference  sub-picture  defining  step  72.1  in  which  the  erroneous  picture 
elements  and  the  correct  picture  elements  together  constituting  a  reference  sub-picture  RSP  are  transferred 
from  the  input  picture  memory  7(0)  to  a  working  memory  of  the  processor  PR.  This  working  memory  then 

20  comprises,  for  example,  the  reference  sub-picture  RSP  shown  in  Fig.  2.  Subsequently  a  preset  process 
72.2  is  performed  which  comprises  a  plurality  of  steps.  In  a  correction  coefficient  step  72.2(1)  the  correction 
coefficient  function  Q(u)  indicated  in  expression  (8)  is  minimized.  This  yields  the  desired  correction  function 
coefficients  and  hence  the  different  correction  values  U(i,  j)  for  the  different  picture  elements  of  RSP.  In  a 
difference  producing  step  72.2(2)  the  now  known  correction  value  U(i,j)  is  subtracted  from  picture  element 

25  s(i,j)  of  RSP.  This  yields  a  difference  sub-picture  RSP'  of  difference  picture  elements.  Before  subjecting  this 
difference  sub-picture  RSP'  to  the  iteration  prediction  process  72.3,  those  difference  picture  elements 
located  at  the  locations  corresponding  to  the  erroneous  picture  elements  are  set  to  zero  in  a  step  72.2(3). 
This  yields  a  difference  sub-picture  RSP'o.  In  an  intermediate  step  72.4  the  value  of  zero  is  allocated  to  a 
count  H  and  subsequently  the  difference  sub-picture  RSP'o  is  subjected  to  the  iteration  prediction  process 

30  72.3.  This  process  comprises  a  coefficient  prediction  step  72.3(1)  in  which  the  prediction  coefficient  function 
Q(a)  indicated  in  expression  (6)  is  minimized,  starting  from  the  difference  sub-picture  RSP'o.  This  yields  a 
set  of  prediction  coefficients  a(k,l).  This  set  is  subsequently  used  in  a  picture  element  prediction  step  72.3- 
(2)  to  determine  a  set  of  restored  difference  picture  elements 

35  3 t ( k , l )  

by  minimizing  the  picture  element  function  Q(«)  indicated  in  expression  (7).  In  a  substitution  step  72.3(3) 
those  difference  elements  in  the  difference  sub-picture  RSP'o  whose  locations  correspond  to  the  erroneous 

40  picture  elements  in  the  reference  sub-picture  RSP  are  replaced  by  the  restored  difference  picture  elements 

§ t ( k , l ) .  

45  This  yields  a  difference  sub-picture  RSP'i  which  can  again  be  subjected  to  the  iteration  prediction  process. 
Whether  this  actually  happens  will  depend  on  the  value  of  the  count  H  after  in  a  step  72.3(4)  it  has  been 
augmented  by  one.  If  it  is  found  in  a  comparison  step  72.3(5)  that  the  new  value  of  this  count  H  has  not  yet 
reached  a  given  value  (four  in  this  case),  the  steps  72.3(1)  to  72.3(5)  inclusive  are  performed  once  again, 
though  starting  from  the  difference  sub-picture  RSP'i  .  If  the  count  H  has  reached  the  predetermined  value, 

50  the  correction  values  U(i,j),  as  they  are  known  after  performing  correction  coefficient  step  72.2(1),  are  added 
in  an  adding  step  72.4  to  the  picture  elements  of  the  last-obtained  difference  sub-picture  RSPV  The 
restored  picture  elements  of  the  reference  sub-picture  RSPrest  with  restored  picture  elements  thus  obtained 
are  stored  in  adequate  memory  locations  of  the  output  picture  memory  7(1)  of  the  restoration  circuit  in  a 
substitution  step  72.5.  Subsequently  it  is  checked  which  error  flag  EF  is  associated  with  a  subsequent  sub- 

55  picture  in  input  picture  memory  7(0),  and  so  forth. 
Since  only  the  correct  picture  elements  of  the  reference  sub-picture  RSP  are  considered  for  determin- 

ing  the  correction  function  in  step  72.2(1),  this  correction  function  is  only  a  rough  approximation  of  the 
correction  function  which  would  have  been  obtained  if  the  erroneous  picture  elements  had  been  known  and 
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taken  into  consideration. 
A  better  approximation  of  the  correction  function  coefficients  and  hence  of  the  erroneous  picture 

elements  can  be  obtained  by  performing  the  iteration  prediction  process  in  the  way  as  is  illustrated  in  Fig. 
6.  In  this  Fig.  6  process  steps  corresponding  to  those  in  Fig.  5  have  the  same  reference  numerals. 

5  The  iteration  prediction  process  illustrated  in  Fig.  6  differs  from  that  in  Fig.  5  in  that  in  an  adding  step 
72.3(6)  a  correction  value  U(i,j)H  is  added  to  each  of  the  difference  picture  elements  of  the  difference  sub- 
picture  RSP'h+i  obtained  after  performing  substitution  step  72.3(3).  This  yields  a  restored  reference  sub- 
picture  RSPH-  If  the  count  H  is  not  yet  equal  to  four,  this  restored  reference  sub-picture  RSPH  is  subjected 
to  a  correction  coefficient  step  72.3(7)  in  which,  similarly  as  in  step  72.2(1),  the  correction  coefficient 

io  function  Q(u)  indicated  in  expression  (8)  is  minimized,  taking  all  picture  elements  of  the  restored  reference 
sub-picture  into  consideration.  This  yields  the  desired  correction  function  coefficients  and  hence  the 
different  correction  values  U(i,j)H  for  the  different  picture  elements  of  RSPH-  By  subtracting  these  correction 
values  U(i,j)H  in  a  subtraction  step  72.3(8)  from  the  picture  elements  of  the  restored  reference  sub-picture 
RSPH,  a  difference  sub-picture  RSP'H  is  obtained  again  which  is  subjected  again  to  the  coefficient 

is  prediction  step  72.3(1),  and  so  forth.  The  introduction  of  the  adding  step  72.3(6)  has  superseded  the  initial 
adding  step  72.4. 

Claims 

20  1.  A  method  of  reproducing  digitally  received  video  pictures  composed  of  an  array  of  picture  elements  s- 
(i,j)),  said  method  including  restoring  erroneous  picture  elements  (*)  located  within  a  reference  sub- 
picture  (RSP)  within  which  said  erroneous  picture  elements  (*)  are  enclosed  by  non-erroneous  picture 
elements  (.),  said  restoring  process  (72)  comprising  a  preset  step  (72.2)  and  an  iteration  prediction  step 
(72.3),  the  iteration  prediction  step  (72.3)  including  a  coefficient  prediction  (72.3(1))  for  determining  a 

25  set  of  prediction  coefficients  (a)  for  picture  elements  of  a  predetermined  prediction  field  by  minimizing 
a  prediction  coefficient  error  function  (Q(a)),  and  a  picture  element  prediction  (72.3(2))  for  determining 
on  the  basis  of  the  prediction  coefficients  (a)  obtained  in  the  coefficient  prediction  (72.3(1)),  restored 
picture  elements  (s*)  by  minimizing  a  picture  element  error  function  (Q(*)), 
characterized  in  that  the  preset  step  (72.2)  includes  a  difference  picture  elements  determination  (72.2- 

30  (2))  in  which  correction  values  (u(i,j))  dependent  on  the  coordinates  (i,j)  of  the  picture  elements  are 
subtracted  from  the  non-erroneous  picture  elements  (s(i,j))  of  the  reference  sub-picture  (RSP)  for 
generating  difference  picture  elements,  said  correction  values  (u(i,j))  being  obtained  (72.2(1))  by 
minimizing  the  sum  of  the  square  values  of  the  difference  picture  elements  (s(ij)-u(ij)). 

35  2.  A  method  as  claimed  in  Claim  1  ,  characterized  in  that  in  an  adding  step  (72.3(6))  a  correction  value  (u- 
(i,j))  is  added  to  each  picture  element  (s(i,j))  of  the  reference  sub-picture  (RSP)  in  which  erroneous 
picture  elements  have  been  replaced  by  restored  picture  elements  (s*),  said  reference  sub-picture 
(RSP)  being  further  entirely  subjected  to  the  correction  values  determination  (72.3(7,8)  for  re-generating 
difference  picture  elements  (s(ij)-u(ij))  to  be  subjected  to  the  iteration  prediction  (72.3'). 

40 
3.  A  method  as  claimed  in  Claim  1  or  2,  characterized  in  that  the  correction  values  (u(i,j))  dependent  on 

the  coordinates  of  the  picture  elements  (i,j)  represent  a  plane  which  has  a  constant  value  determined 
by  a  first  correction  value  for  each  picture  element  within  the  reference  sub-picture  (RSP)  and  which 
has  a  slope  determined  by  two  further  correction  values. 

45 
4.  A  device  (1)  for  carrying  out  the  method  of  claim  1,  2  or  3  to  reproduce  digitally  received  video  pictures 

composed  of  an  array  of  picture  elements  (s(i,j)),  said  device  (1)  including  a  restoration  circuit  (7)  for 
restoring  erroneous  picture  elements  (*)  located  within  a  reference  sub-picture  (RSP)  within  which  said 
erroneous  picture  elements  (*)  are  enclosed  by  non-erroneous  picture  elements  (.),  said  restoration 

50  circuit  (7)  comprising  means  (PR)  for  performing  a  preset  (72.2)  and  an  iteration  prediction  (72.3), 
the  iteration  prediction  (72.3)  including  a  coefficient  prediction  (72.3(1))  for  determining  a  set  of 
prediction  coefficients  (a)  for  picture  elements  of  a  predetermined  prediction  field  by  minimizing  a 
prediction  coefficient  error  function  (Q(a)),  and  a  picture  element  prediction  (72.3(2))  for  determining  on 
the  basis  of  the  prediction  coefficients  (a)  obtained  in  the  coefficient  prediction  (72.3(1)),  restored 

55  picture  elements  (s*)  by  minimizing  a  picture  element  error  function  (Q(*)), 
characterized  in  that  the  preset  (72.2)  includes  a  difference  picture  elements  determination  in  which 
correction  values  (u(i,j))  dependent  on  the  coordinates  (i,j)  of  the  picture  elements  are  subtracted  from 
the  non-erroneous  picture  elements  (s(i,j))  of  the  reference  sub-picture  (RSP)  for  generating  difference 
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picture  elements,  said  correction  values  (u(i,j))  being  obtained  by  minimizing  the  sum  of  the  square 
values  of  the  difference  picture  elements  (s(ij)-u(ij)). 

Patentanspruche 
5 

1.  Verfahren  zum  Reproduzieren  digital  empfangener  Video-Bilder,  bestehend  aus  einer  Reihe  von 
Bildelementen  s(i,j),  wobei  dieses  Verahren  das  Korrigieren  fehlerhafter  Bildelemente  (*)  innerhalb  eines 
Bezugsteilbildes  (RSP)  umfaBt,  in  dem  diese  fehlerhaften  Bildelemente  (*)  von  einwandfreien  Bildele- 
menten  (.)  eingeschlossen  ist,  wobei  dieses  Korrekturverfahren  (72)  einen  Preset-Schritt  (72.2)  und 

io  einen  Wiederholungspradiktionsschritt  (72.3)  umfaBt,  wobei  der  Wiederholungspradiktionsschritt  (72.3) 
eine  Koeffizientenpradiktion  (72.3(1))  umfaBt  zur  Ermittlung  eines  Satzes  von  Pradiktionskoeffizienten 
(a)  fur  Bildelemente  eines  vorbestimmten  Pradiktionsfeldes  durch  Minimierung  einer  Pradiktionskoeffi- 
zientenfehlerfunktion  (Q(a)),  sowie  eine  Bildelementpradiktion  (72.3(2))  zur  Ermittlung  auf  Basis  der  bei 
der  Koeffizientenpradiktion  (72.3(1))  erhaltenen  Pradiktionskoeffizienten  (a)  korrigierter  Bildelemente  (s*) 

is  durch  Minimierung  einer  Bildelementfehlerfunktion  (Q(*)), 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  der  Presetschritt  (72.2)  eine  Differenzbildelementdetermination  (72.2(2)) 
umfaBt,  bei  der  Korrekturwerte  (u(i,j))  je  nach  den  Koordinaten  (i,j)  der  Bildelemente  von  den  einandfrei- 
en  Bildelementen  (s(i,j))  des  Bezugsteilbildes  (RSP)  subtrahiert  werden  zum  Erzeugen  von  Differenz- 
bildelementen,  wobei  die  genannten  Korrekturwerte  (u(i,j))  durch  Minimierung  der  Summe  der  Quadrat- 

20  werte  der  Differenzbildelemente  (s(i,j)  -  u(i,j))  erhalten  werden. 

2.  Verfahren  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  bei  dem  Addierschritt  (72.3(6))  ein  Korrektur- 
wert  (u(i,j))  zu  jedem  Bildelement  (s(i,j))  des  Bezugsteilbildes  (RSP)  hinzuaddiert  wird,  wobei  fehlerhafte 
Bildelemente  durch  korrigierte  Bildelemente  (s*)  ersetzt  werden,  wobei  das  genannte  Bezugsteilbild 

25  (RSP)  weiterhin  vollig  der  Korrekturwertbestimmung  (72.3(7,8)  zur  Neuerzeugung  von  Differenzbildele- 
menten  (s(ij)-u(ij))  ausgesetzt  werden,  die  der  Wiederholungspradiktion  (72.3')  ausgesetzt  werden  mul3. 

3.  Verfahren  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  Korrekturwerte  (u(i,j))  je  nach  den 
Koordinaten  der  Bildelemente  (i,j)  eine  Ebene  darstellen,  die  einen  konstanten  Wert  aufweist,  der  durch 

30  einen  ersten  Korrekturwert  fur  jedes  Bildelement  innerhalb  des  Bezugsteilbildes  (RSP)  bestimmt  wird 
und  eine  Schrage  aufweist,  die  durch  zwei  weitere  Korrekturwerte  bestimmt  wird. 

4.  Einrichtung  (1)  zum  Durchfuhren  des  Verfahrens  nach  Anspruch  1,  2  oder  3  zum  Reproduzieren  digital 
empfangener  Video-Bilder,  die  aus  einer  Reihe  von  Bildelementen  (s(i,j))  bestehen,  wobei  diese 

35  Einrichtung  (1)  eine  Korrekturschaltung  (7)  aufweistzum  Korrigieren  fehlerhafter  Bildelemente  (*)  inner- 
halb  eines  Bezugsteilbildes  (RSP),  wobei  die  genannten  fehlerhaften  Bildelemente  (*)  von  einwandfreien 
Bildelementen  (.)  eingeschlossen  sind,  wobei  diese  Korrekturschaltung  (7)  Mittel  (PR)  aufweist  zum 
Durchfuhren  eines  Presets  (72.2)  und  einer  Wiederholungspradiktion  (72.3),  wobei  die  Wiederholungs- 
pradiktion  (72.3)  eine  Koeffizientenpradiktion  (72.3(1))  umfaBt  zur  Ermittlung  eines  Satzes  von  Pradik- 

40  tionskoeffizienten  (a)  fur  Bildelemente  eines  vorbestimmten  Pradiktionsfeldes  durch  Minimierung  einer 
Pradiktionskoeffizientenfehlerfunktion  (Q(a)),  sowie  eine  Bildelementpradiktion  (72.3(2))  zur  Ermittlung 
auf  Basis  der  bei  der  Koeffizientenpradiktion  (72.3(1))  erhaltenen  Pradiktionskoeffizienten  (a)  korrigierter 
Bildelemente  (s*)  durch  Minimierung  einer  Bildelementfehlerfunktion  (Q(*)),  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dal3  der  Presetschritt  (72.2)  eine  Differenzbildelementdetermination  umfaBt,  bei  der  Korrekturwerte  (u- 

45  (i,j))  je  nach  den  Koordinaten  (i,j)  der  Bildelemente  von  den  einandfreien  Bildelementen  (s(i,j))  des 
Bezugsteilbildes  (RSP)  subtrahiert  werden  zum  Erzeugen  von  Differenzbildelementen,  wobei  die  ge- 
nannten  Korrekturwerte  (u(i,j))  durch  Minimierung  der  Summe  der  Quadratwerte  der  Differenzbildele- 
mente  (s(i,j)  -  u(i,j))  erhalten  werden. 

50  Revendicatlons 

1.  Procede  de  reproduction  d'images  video  regues  sous  forme  numerique  compose  d'un  reseau  d'ele- 
ments  d'image  s(i,j),  ce  procede  comprenant  la  restauration  d'elements  d'image  errones  (*)  situes  dans 
une  sous-image  de  reference  (RSP)  dans  laquelle  lesdits  elements  d'image  errones  (*)  sont  entoures 

55  par  des  elements  d'image  non  errones  (.),  ce  processus  de  restauration  (72)  comprenant  un  pas  de 
prereglage  (72.2)  et  un  pas  de  prediction  par  iteration  (72.3),  le  pas  de  prediction  par  iteration  (72.3) 
comprenant  une  prediction  de  coefficient  (72.3(1))  pour  determiner  un  jeu  de  coefficients  de  prediction 
(a)  pour  des  elements  d'image  d'un  champ  de  prediction  predetermine  par  la  reduction  au  minimum 
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d'une  fonction  d'erreur  de  coefficient  de  prediction  (Q(a)),  et  une  prediction  d'element  d'image  (72.3(2)) 
pour  determiner  sur  la  base  des  coefficients  de  prediction  (a)  obtenus  dans  la  prediction  de  coefficient 
(72.3(1)),  des  elements  d'image  restaures  (s*)  par  reduction  au  minimum  d'une  fonction  d'erreur  (Q(*)), 
caracterise  en  ce  que  le  pas  de  prereglage  (72.2)  comporte  une  determination  d'elements  d'image  de 
difference  (72.2(2))  dans  lesquels  des  valeurs  de  correction  (u(i,j))  dependant  des  coordonnees  (i,j)  des 
elements  d'image  sont  soustraites  des  elements  d'image  non  errones  (s(i,j)  de  la  sous-image  de 
reference  (RSP)  pour  produire  des  elements  d'image  de  difference,  lesdites  valeurs  de  correction  (u- 
(i,j))  etant  obtenues  (72.2(1))  par  reduction  au  minimum  de  la  somme  des  valeurs  quadratiques  des 
elements  d'image  de  difference  (s(ij)-u(ij)). 

Procede  suivant  la  revendication  1  ,  caracterise  en  ce  que,  dans  un  pas  d'addition  (72.3(6)),  une  valeur 
de  correction  (u(i,j))  est  ajoutee  a  chaque  element  d'image  (s(i,j))  de  la  sous-image  de  reference  (RSP) 
dans  laquelle  des  elements  d'image  errones  ont  ete  remplaces  par  des  elements  d'image  restaures 
(s*),  cette  sous-image  de  reference  (RSP)  etant  ensuite  soumise  dans  son  entierete  a  la  determination 
de  valeurs  de  correction  (72.3(7,8)  pour  regenerer  des  elements  d'image  de  difference  (s(ij)-u(ij))  a 
soumettre  a  la  prediction  par  iteration  (72.3'). 

Procede  suivant  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  caracterise  en  ce  que  les  valeurs  de  correction  (u(i,j)) 
dependant  des  coordonnees  des  elements  d'image  (i,j)  represented  un  plan  qui  a  une  valeur  constante 
determinee  par  une  premiere  valeur  de  correction  pour  chaque  element  d'image  dans  la  sous-image  de 
reference  RSP  et  qui  presentent  une  pente  determinee  par  deux  autres  valeurs  de  correction. 

Dispositif  (1)  pour  executer  le  procede  de  la  revendication  1,  2  ou  3,  pour  reproduire  des  images  video 
regues  numeriquement  composees  d'un  reseau  d'elements  d'image  (s(i,j)),  ce  dispositif  (1)  comprenant 
un  circuit  de  restauration  (7)  pour  restaurer  des  elements  d'image  errones  (*)  situes  dans  une  sous- 
image  de  reference  (RSP)  dans  laquelle  les  elements  d'image  errones  (*)  sont  entoures  par  des 
elements  d'image  non  errones,  ce  circuit  de  restauration  (7)  comprenant  des  moyens  (PR)  pour 
executer  un  prereglage  (72.2)  et  une  prediction  par  iteration  (72.3),  la  prediction  par  iteration  (72.3) 
comportant  une  prediction  de  coefficient  (72.3(1))  pour  determiner  un  jeu  de  coefficients  de  prediction 
(a)  pour  des  elements  d'image  d'un  champ  de  prediction  predetermine  par  reduction  au  minimum 
d'une  fonction  d'erreur  de  coefficient  de  prediction  (Q(a))  et  une  prediction  d'image  (72.3(2))  pour 
determiner,  sur  la  base  des  coefficients  de  prediction  (a)  obtenus  dans  la  prediction  de  coefficients 
(72.3(1)),  des  elements  d'image  restaures  (s*)  par  reduction  au  minimum  d'une  fonction  d'erreur 
d'element  d'image  (Q(*)),  caracterise  en  ce  que  le  prereglage  (72.2)  comprend  une  determination 
d'elements  d'image  de  difference  dans  laquelle  des  valeurs  de  correction  (u(i,j))  qui  dependent  des 
coordonnees  (i,j)  des  elements  d'image  sont  soustraites  des  elements  d'image  non  errones  (s(i,j))  de  la 
sous-image  de  reference  (RSP)  pour  produire  des  elements  d'image  de  difference,  ces  valeurs  de 
correction  (u(i,j))  etant  obtenues  par  reduction  au  minimum  de  la  somme  des  valeurs  quadratiques  des 
elements  d'image  de  difference  (s(ij)-u(ij)). 
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