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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to purine derivatives, to processes for their preparation, to pharmaceutical com-
positions containing them and to their medical use. In particular the invention relates to 3,8-disubstituted 6-amino purine
derivatives having bronchial and tracheal relaxation and/ or anti-inflammatory activity.
[0002] Cyclic nucleotide phosphodiesterases (PDEs) have received considerable attention as molecular targets for
anti-asthmatic agents. Cyclic 3',5'-adenosine monophosphate (cAMP) and cyclic 3',5'-guanosine monophosphate
(cGMP) are known second messengers that mediate the functional responses of cells to a multitude of homones,
neurotransmitters and autocoids. At least two therapeutically important effects could result from phosphodiesterase
inhibition, and the consequent rise in intracellular adenosine 3',5'-monophosphate (cAMP) or guanosine 3',5'-mono-
phosphate (cGMP)in key cells in the pathophysiology of asthma. These are smooth muscle relaxation (resulting in
bronchodilation) and anti-inflammatory activity.
[0003] It has become known that there are multiple, distinct PDE isoenzymes which differ in their cellular distribution.
A variety of inhibitors possessing a marked degree of selectivity for one isoenzyme or the other have been synthesized.
[0004] The structure-activity relationships (SAR) of isozyme-selective inhibitors has been discussed in detail, e.g.,
in the article of Theodore J. Torphy, et al., "Novel Phosphodiesterases Inhibitors For The Therapy Of Asthma", Drug
News & Prospectives, 6(4) May 1993, pages 203-214. The PDE enzymes can be grouped into five families according
to their specificity toward hydrolysis of cAMP or cGMP, their sensitivity to regulation by calcium, calmodulin or cGMP,
and their selective inhibition by various compounds. PDE I is stimulated by Ca2+/calmodulin. PDE II is cGMP-stimulated,
and is found in the heart and adrenals. PDE III is cGMP-inhibited, and possesses positive inotropic activity. PDE IV is
cAMP specific, and possesses airway relaxation, anti-inflammatory and antidepressant activity. PDE V appears to be
important in regulating cGMP content in vascular smooth muscle, and therefore PDE V inhibitors may have cardiovas-
cular activity.
[0005] While there are compounds derived from numerous structure activity relationship studies which provide PDE
III inhibition, the number of structural classes of PDE IV inhibitors is relatively limited.
[0006] It has previously been shown that the 3,8-disubstituted 6-thioxanthine derivatives as described in EP-A-
0256692 exhibit enhanced bronchodilator and anti-inflammatory activity compared to the corresponding xanthine de-
rivatives. Transformation of these 6-thioxanthine derivatives to the corresponding isoguanines substantially reduces
the bronchodilator and anti-inflammatory activity.
[0007] PDE IV (and possibly PDE V) is present in all the major inflammatory cells in asthma including eosinophils,
neutrophils, T-lymphocytes, macrophages and endothelial cells. Its inhibition causes down regulation of cellular acti-
vation and relaxes smooth muscle cells in the trachea and bronchus. On the other hand, inhibition of PDE III, which is
present in myocardium, causes an increase in both the force and rate of cardiac contractility. These are undesirable
side effects for an anti-inflammatory agent. Theophylline, a non-selective PDE inhibitor, inhibits both PDE III and PDE
IV, resulting in both desirable anti-asthmatic effects and undesirable cardiovascular stimulation. With this well-known
distinction between PDE isozymes, the opportunity for concomitant anti-inflammation and bronchodilation without many
of the side effects associated with theophylline therapy is apparent. The increased incidence of morbidity and mortality
due to asthma in many Western countries over the last decade has focused the clinical emphasis on the inflammatory
nature of this disease and the benefit of inhaled steroids. Development of an agent that possesses both bronchodilatory
and anti-inflammatory properties would be most advantageous. It appears that selective PDE IV inhibitors should be
more effective with fewer side effects than theophylline. Clinical support has been shown for this hypothesis. Attempts
have therefore been made to find new compounds having more selective and improved PDE IV inhibition.
[0008] Surprisingly, the present inventors have found that the analogous transformation of 3,8-disubstituted thiohy-
poxanthines, which themselves usually exhibit little if any activity, to the corresponding purine derivatives gives com-
pounds having activity comparable to or in some cases greater than 6-thioxanthine derivatives of EP-A-0256692.
[0009] The preparation of 3-methyl-6-dimethylamino-3H-purine, 3-benzyl-6-methylamino-3H--purine and 3-benzyl-
6-isopropylamino-3H-purine was reported in J.Org.Chem., 55, 5761-5766 (1990). No biological activity was disclosed
for these compounds. FR 1 548 252 discloses 3-substituted adenine compounds with free amino group as bronchodi-
lating agents.
[0010] It is accordingly a primary object of the present invention to provide new compounds which are effective PDE
IV inhibitors.
[0011] It is another object of the present invention to provide new compounds which act as effective PDE IV inhibitors
with lower PDE III inhibition.
[0012] It is another object of the present invention to provide a method of synthesizing the new compounds of this
invention.
[0013] It is another object of the present invention to provide a method of treating a patient requiring PDE IV inhibition.
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[0014] It is another object of the present invention to provide a method for treating a mammal suffering from a disease
state selected from the group consisting of asthma, allergies, inflammation, depression, dementia and disease states
associated with abnormally high physiological levels of cytokine(s) such as tumor necrosis factor.
[0015] With the above and other objects in view, the present invention relates in part to a novel group of 3,8-disub-
stituted 6-amino purine derivatives having bronchodilator and/or anti-inflammatory activity.
[0016] The present invention therefore provides a compound of the formula (I):

wherein R3 represents a C1-8 alkyl which is unbranched or branched and unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C3-8 cycloalkyl which is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH,
=NOCONH2, or =O; C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl wherein the cycloalkyl portion is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2 or =O; aryl which is unsubstituted or substituted with Cl, NH2, alkylamino, dialkylamino,
amido, C1-C8 alkylamido; and C1-C3 dialkylamido OH, alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, C1-C3 alkyl, phenyl or benzyl;
aralkyl (C1-C4), heterocyclyl; heterocyclylalkyl (C1-C4);
R6a represents H or a C1-8 alkyl which is unbranched or branched and unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C3-8 cycloalkyl which is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy, CO2H; =NOH,
=NOCONH2, or =O; C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl wherein the cycloalkyl portion is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; aryl which is unsubstituted or substituted with Cl, NH2, alkylamino, dialkylamino,
amido, C1-C8 alkylamido; and C1-C3 dialkylamido OH, alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, C1-C3 alkyl, phenyl or benzyl;
aralkyl (C1-C4), heterocyclyl; heterocyclylalkyl (C1-C4);
R8 represents a C1-8 alkyl which is unbranched or branched and unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy, CO2H
=NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C3-8 cycloalkyl which is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH,
=NOCONH2, or =O; C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl wherein the cycloalkyl portion is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; aryl which is unsubstituted or substituted with Cl, NH2, alkylamino, dialkylamino,
amido, C1-C8 alkylamido; and C1-C3 dialkylamido OH, alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, C1-C3 alkyl, phenyl or benzyl;
aralkyl (C1-C4), heterocyclyl; heterocyclylalkyl (C1-C4);
R6b represents H or R6a, or together R6b, N, and R6a make a C3-C8 ring containing from one to three nitrogen atoms,
from zero to two oxygen atoms, from zero to two sulfur atoms, alkoxy, CO2H, CONH2, =NOH, =NOCONH2, =O;
and where aryl is phenyl or naphthyl, the heterocyclyl is a 5, 6 or 7 membered ring including from one to three nitrogen
atoms and from zero to two oxygen atoms, from zero to two sulfur atoms, and can be substituted as in aryl on the
carbons or nitrogens of that ring;
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, provided that R3 is not methyl and R8 is not alkyl -COOH.
[0017] In certain preferred embodiments, R3 represents a C1-8 alkyl, C 3-7 cycloalkyl, C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl, aryl, or ar
(C1-4) alkyl group;
R6a represents a C1-8 alkly, C3-7 cycloalkyl, C 4-8 cycloalkly group; R 6b represents a hydrogen atom or a C1-8 alkyl,
C3-7 cyclolkyl, C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl, aryl or ar(C1-4) alkyl group; or -NR6aR6b together forms a 5-membered or 6-mem-
bered ring, which ring optionally contains one or more additional heteroatoms; and R8 represents a hydrogen atom or
a C1-8 alkly, C3-7 cyclalkyl, C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl, aryl, ar(C1-4) alkyl, pyridyl or pyridyl (C1-4) alkyl group.
[0018] For purposes of the present invention, as used herein, a C1-8 alkly group or the C1-4 alkyl moiety of an ar
(C1-4) alkyl, or heterocyclo (C1-4) alkyl moiety of an ar(C1-4) alkyl, or heterocyclo (C1-4) alkyl group may be straight or
branched chain and may be substitute or unsubstituted. A C1-8 alkyl group is preferably a C1-4 alkyl group and for
example methyl, ethyl, n-propyl. Iso-propyl, n-butyl or isobutyl. Suitable substituents include hydroxy, alkoxy (for ex-
ample methoxy or ethoxy), halogen (for example fluorine, chlorine or bromine) and haloalkyl (for example trifluorome-
thyl).
[0019] A C3-7 cycloalkyl group or the cycloalkyl moiety of a C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl group may preferably be a cyclobutyl



EP 0 916 673 B1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

4

cyclohexyl or cyclopentyl group but is preferably cyclopropyl or cyclopentyl. A C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl group may be cy-
clobutylmethyl, cyclopentylmethyl, cyclohexylmethyl or cylcloheptylmethyl but is preferably cyclopropylmethyl or cy-
clopentylmethyl. The cycloalkyl or cycloalkylalkyl group may be substituted or unsubstituted. Suitable substituents
include hydroxy, alkoxy (for example methoxy or ethoxy), halogen (for example fluorine, chlorine or bromine) and
haloalkyl (for example trifluoromethyl).
[0020] An aryl group or the aryl moiety or an ar (C1-4) alkyl group is preferably phenyl. The aryl moiety may be
unsubstituted or substituted for example by a C1-4 alkyl group (such as methyl) or an electron-withdrawing substituent
such as halogen atom (for example fluorine or chlorine), nitro or trifluoromethyl an electron-donacting group such as
alkoxy or cycloalkoxy. An ar(C1-4) alkyl group is preferably benzyl or substituted benzyl.
[0021] The heterocyclic moiety of a heterocyclo (C1-4) alkyl group may suitably contain one or more heteroatoms,
such as oxygen or nitrogen, and conveniently is a morpholinyl group.
[0022] Where  NR6aR6b together form a 5-membered or 6-membered ring containing an additional heteroatom,
the heteroatom is preperably nitrogen or oxygen. The ring formed by NR6aR6b may be unsubstituted or substituted
for example by C1-4 alkyl group (such as methyl or ethyl) or a halogen atom (such as fluorine or chlorine) and may
contain one or more units of unsaturation. Conveniently  NR6aR6b may be a substituted or unsubstituted morpholoine
or piperazine ring.
[0023] In one preferred class of compounds of formula (I), R3 represents a C1-8 (preferably C1-5) alkyl group, in
particular propyl, an ar(C1-4) alkyl group such as substituted or unsubstituted benzyl or a C3-7 cycloalkyl group, in
particular cyclopropylmethyl.
[0024] In another preferred class of compounds of formula (I) R6a represents a C1-8 alkyl group such as methyl or
ethyl. R6b conveniently represents a hydrogen atom.
[0025] In another preferred class of compounds of formula (I), R6a represents a heteroaryl (C1-C4) alkyl group such
as 4-pyridylmethyl group.
[0026] In another preferred class of compounds of formula (I), R8 represents a hydrogen atom, a C3-7 cylcoalkyl
group, in particular cyclopropyl, or a C1-8 alkyl group, in particular iso-propyl.
[0027] The term "lower alkyl" is defined for purposes for the present invention as straight or branched chain radicals
having from 1 to 5 carbon atoms. Likewise, the term "alkoxy" is defined for purposes of the present invention as RO
where R is a straight or branched or cyclic chain radical having form 1 to 6 carbon atoms.
[0028] Preferred adenine compounds according to the invention include: 8-cyclopropyl-3-cyclopropylmethyl-6-ethyl-
amino-3H-purine; 6-cyclopentyl-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylami-
no-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-6-(4-pyridyl-methylamino)-3H-purine; 6-cyclopentylamino-3-(3-cy-
clopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; 3-(4-chlorobenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine;
3-(4-chlorobenzyl) -6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3H-purine; 3-benzyl-6-ethylamino-8-(1-methylethyl)-3H-purine;
3-ethyl-6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3.(3-methylbutyl) -3H-purine; 3-cy-
clohexylmethyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine, 8-cyclopropyl-3-cyclopropylmethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine;
3-ethyl-6-ethyl-amino-8-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy)benzyl)-3H-purine; 3-butyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-pu-
rine; 8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-6-cyclopentyl-amino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; 6-amino-
8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine; 6-cyclopentylamino-8-iso-
propyl-3.propyl-3H-purine; 6-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzylamino)-8.cyclopropyl-3-proply-3H-purine; 3-benzyl-
6-methylamino-3H-purine; 6-butylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-pruine; 3-cyclopropylmethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethyl-
amino-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-prpylamino-3H-purine; 6-cyclohexylamino-8-isopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine;
3,8-diethyl-6-morpholino-3H-purine; and pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof.
[0029] In certain preferred embodiments, the adenine compound is selected from 3-(4-chlorobenzyl)-6-ethylamino-
8-isopropyl-3H-purine (PDE IV I50 = 1.13 µM); 3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenyzl)-6-ethyl-amino-8-isopropyl-3H-
purine (PDE IV I50 = 0.32 µM); and (particularly preferred) 6-cyclopentyl-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine (PDE IV I50
= 0.03 µM); and their pharmaceutically acceptable salts.
[0030] Suitable pharmaceutically acceptable salts are those conventionally known in the art and include, for example,
acid addition salts formed with inorganic acids, such as hydrochlorides, phosphates and sulphates and with organic
acids such as tartrates, maleates, fumarates and succinates.
[0031] The adenine compounds of the present invention, as well as their isoguanine and 2,6-dithioxanthine precur-
sors have now been shown to have PDE IV inhibitory activity using standard laboratory tests such as enzyme analysis,
the guinea pig tracheal smooth muscle assay and PAF skin oedema and arachidonic acid mouse ear oedema tests
and lymphocyte proliferation. These compounds may also find other mammals, such as in the treatment of other disease
states in humans and other mammals, such as in the treatment of disease states associated with a physiologically
detrimental excess of tumor necrosis factor (TNF). TNF activates monocytes, macrophages and T-lymphocytes. This
activation has been implicated in the progression of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection and other disease
states related to the production of TNF and other cytokines modulated by TNF.
[0032] Accordingly, the invention is also directed to providing a compound of the invention or a pharmaceutically
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acceptable salt thereof for use in medicine, in particular in the production of a pharmaceutical preparation for the
treatment of conditions where a PDE IV inhibitory effect is indicated (for example chronic obstructive airway disease).
[0033] The invention further provides the manufacture of compounds of the invention or pharmaceutically acceptable
salts thereof for the manufacture of a medicament for the treatment of conditions where a PDE IV inhibitory effect is
indicated.
[0034] In a further aspect, the invention provides a method of treatment of conditions where a bronchodilator or
antiflammatory agent is indicated comprising administration of a pharmaceutically effective amount of one or more of
the compounds of the invention or pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof.
[0035] The active ingredient is preferably presented as a pharmaceutical formulation, conveniently in unit dose form.
[0036] According to a further aspect the invention provides a pharmaceutical composition comprising the compound
of formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof formulated for administration by any convenient route. The
pharmaceutical compositions of the invention can conveniently be formulated in conventional manner together with
one or more pharmaceutically acceptable carriers or excipients.
[0037] Compounds according to the invention may conveniently be formulated in dosage forms for oral and parenteral
administration, or for administration by inhalation.
[0038] For oral administration suitable dosage forms include solid dosage forms such as tablets and capsules which
may be prepared by conventional pharmaceutical means with pharmaceutically acceptable excipients such as binders
(for example starch or hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose), lubricating agents (such as magnesium stearate or talc), sweet-
ening agents or lubricating agents. Liquid dosage forms which may be used include solutions, syrups or suspensions
which may be prepared by conventional means with pharmaceutically acceptable adjuvants such as wetting agents,
suspending agents, emulsifying agents and flavoring or perfuming agents.
[0039] For parenteral administration the compounds of the invention may conveniently take the form of sterile aque-
ous or non-aqueous solutions, suspensions or emulsions which may contain stabilizing, suspending or dispersing
agents. Compositions may also be in the form of solid compositions such as powders which may be reconstituted with
a suitable vehicle such as sterile water or other sterile injectable medium before use.
[0040] For administration by inhalation, the active ingredient may be delivered via an aerosol or nebulizer. The active
ingredient may be present as a solid, a suspension or a solution.
[0041] In addition, when the compound of the present invention is incorporated into oral dosage forms, it is contem-
plated that such dosage forms may provide an immediate release of the compound in the gastrointestinal tract, or
alternatively may provide a controlled and/or sustained release through the gastrointestinal tract. A wide variety of
controlled and/or sustained release formulations are well known to those skilled in the art, and are contemplated for
use in connection with the formulations of the present invention. The controlled and/or sustained release may be pro-
vided by, e.g., a coating on the oral dosage form or by incorporating the compound of the invention into a controlled
and/or sustained release matrix.
[0042] Specific examples of pharmaceutically acceptable carriers and excipients that may be used for formulate oral
dosage forms, are described in the Handbook of Pharmaceutical Excipients, American Pharmaceutical Association
(1986), incorporated by reference herein. Techniques and compositions for making solid oral dosage forms are de-
scribed in Pharmaceutical Dosage Forms: Tablets (Lieberman, Lachman and Schwartz, editors) 2nd edition, published
by Marcel Dekker, Inc., incorporated by reference herein. Techniques and compositions for making tablets (compressed
and molded), capsules (hard and soft gelatin) and pills are also described in Remington's Pharmaceutical Sciences
(Arthur Oxol, editor), 1553-1593 (1980), incorporated herein by reference. Techniques and composition for making
liquid oral dosage forms are described in Pharmaceutical Dosage Forms: Disperse Systems, (Lieberman, Rieger and
Banker, editors) published by Marcel Dekker, Inc., incorporated herein by reference.
[0043] The dose of the compounds of the present invention is dependent upon the affliction to be treated, the severity
of the symptoms, the route of administration, the frequency of the dosage interval, the presence of any deleterious
side-effects, and the particular compound utilized, among other things.
[0044] The dose of the active ingredient administered will depend on the compound used, the condition of the patient,
the frequency and route of administration and the condition to be treated. The compound of the invention may con-
veniently be administered one or more times, for example 1 to 4 times per day. A proposed dose of the compound of
the invention is 1 to 10 mg/kg body weight, preferably 100 mg to 1000 mg per day.
[0045] According to another aspect of the invention the compound of formula (I) and its pharmaceutically acceptable
salts may be prepared by the following methods, in which R3, R6a, R6b and R8 are defined for formula (I) unless
otherwise indicated.
[0046] According to one general process (A) compounds of formula (I) may be prepared by reacting a compound of
formula (IV)
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with a compound of formula (V):

[0047] The reaction of compound (IV) with (V) may conveniently be effected in the presence or absence of a suitable
reaction medium and at a temperature of from 0 to 100°C, preferably at ambient temperature. Suitable solvents include
water, alcohol (for example ethanol), hydrocarbons (for example benzene) and halogenated hydrocarbons (such as
dichloromethane).
[0048] Compounds of formula (IV) may themselves be prepared by thionation of the corresponding 6-oxo compound,
for example, by treament with phosphorus pentasulphide in pyridine. The thionation is suitably carried out by treating
a suspension of the 6-oxo compound in pyridine with a molar excess of phosphorus pentasulphide.
[0049] The corresponding 6-oxo compound may in turn be prepared from the corresponding 2-thioxanthine derivative
according to methods known in the art (see, for example, Arch Pharm, 244, 11-20 (1906), J. Org. Chem, 25, 148-149
(1960) and J. Org. Chem., 27, 2478-2491 (1962)).
[0050] According to another general process (B), the compound of formula (I) may be prepared from compounds of
formula (II)

by reduction using a suitable reducing agent. The reduction may conveniently be effected catalytically, for example,
using hydrogen in the presence of a metal catalyst such as Raney nickel. The reduction may conveniently be carried
out in a suitable solvent such as an alcohol (for example ethanol), a hydrocarbon (for example benzene) or water and
at a suitable temperature, conveniently ambient temperature. In a particular embodiment, the Raney nickel may be
prepared in situ from a nickel/aluminum alloy and a strong base such as sodium hydroxide.
[0051] Alternatively, the reduction may be effected using an alkali metal, such as sodium, in liquid ammonia or hy-
drazine in the presence of a base.
[0052] Compounds of formula (II) may themselves be prepared from the corresponding 2,6-dithioxanthine derivative
of formula (III)

R6aR6bNH (V)
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by reaction with an amine R6aR6bNH according to the method of process (A) above. Compounds of formula (III) in turn
may be prepared from the corresponding 2-thioxanthine derivative by thionation, for example, by treatment with phos-
phorus pentasulphide in pyridine. The 2-thioxanthine compounds are known compounds or may be prepared from
readily obtained starting materials by conventional methods.
[0053] The following examples illustrate various aspects of the present invention, and are not to be construed to limit
the claims in any manner whatsoever.

Example 1

3,8-Diethyl-6-morpholino-3H-purine

[0054]

(i) 3,8-Diethyl-hypoxanthine
3,8-diethyl-2-thioxanthine (18.9 g) was dissolved in 370 ml of 2N NaOH Nickel aluminum alloy (75.6 g) (1.4M

of Al and 0.6 M of Ni) was added in portions over 1.5 hrs at 65°C. After a further 0.5 hr at 65-70°C the reaction
product was filtered, washed with 200 ml of 1N NaOH and the filtrate neutralized with 183 ml of 5N HCl of pH 7.
the formed aluminum hydroxide was filtered off, the filtrate concentrated to dryness, the residue suspended in 500
ml of absolute ethanol at 90°C, and the insoluble NaCl filitered off and washed. The filtrate was concentrated to
dryness, dissolved in 200 ml of chloroform, filtered and concentrated to dryness again. The residue was crystallized
from 150 ml of ethanol to give 3,8-di-ethyl-hypoxanthine (12.68 g) with mp (sublimation at 220°C) 305-307°C under
decomposition.

(ii) 3,8-diethyl-6-thiohypoanthine
The product of stage (i) (8.65 g) and phosphorus pentasulfide (12.0 g) was refluxed in 150 ml of pyridine for

1 hr. Under cooling 59.4 ml of 2N NaOH was added dropwise, the solid filtered off and washed with water. The
filtrate was concentrated in vacuo to dryness and the residue suspended in 200 ml of water and collected. The
filtrate was extracted three times with 600 ml of chloroform. The residue of the organic phase was combined with
the solid collected (total 6.08 g), dissolved in 500 ml of chloroform and filtered through 24 g of silicagel. Fractions
2 and 3 eluted 4.63 g of crude product which was crystallized from 120 ml of methanol to give 3,8-diethyl-6.thio-
hypoxanthine (3.58 g) with mp (sublimation at 210°C) 250-270°C under decomposition. A second crop gave 0.58 g.

(iii) 3,8-Diethyl-6-morpholino-3H-purine
The product of stage (ii) (52 mg) in 5 ml of morpholine was refluxed for 21 hrs. Evaporation in vacuo gave 65

mg of crude 3,8-diethyl-6-morpholino-3H-purine

Elemental analysis:

% calc C 51.90 H 5.81 N 26.90 S 15.40
% found C 51.76 H 6.01 N 26.82 S 15.64
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Example 2

3,8-Diethyl-6-morpholino-3H-purine

[0055]

(i) 3,8-Diethyl-2,6-dithioxanthine
19.14 g of 3,8-diethyl-2-thioxynthine and 22.75 g of phosphorus pentasulfide were refluxed in 280 ml of pyridine

for 4.5 hrs. After cooling to room temperature 113 ml of 2N NaOH were added during 15 minutes under vigorous
stirring and cooling. The suspension was filtered, washed with pyridine and concentrated in vacuo. The residue
was suspended in 150 ml of water and concentrated to remove the pyridine. Suspension in water and collection
of the solid gave the crude product, which is dissolved in 150 ml of 1N NaOH, treated with two portions of 0.5 g
of charcoal, and filtered. The filtrate was slowly acidified with 38 ml of 5N HCl to pH 3 and a solid collected. The
dried crude product (19.85 g) was suspended in 400 ml of 2-propanol at 95°C. After cooling to room temperature
the solid (17.62 g) is collected and washed.

(ii) 3,8-Diethyl-3,7-dihydro-6-morpholino-2-thio-2H-purine-2-one
The product of stage (i) (14.42.g) was refluxed in 78.4 ml (900 mmoles) of morpholine for 30 hours. After

cooling to room temperature the reaction product was suspended in 100 ml of acetone and the title product (16.49
g) collected and washed.

(iii) 3,8-Diethyl-6-morpholino-3H-purine
The product of stage (ii) (7.34 g) was dissolved in 150 ml of 2N NaOH. Ni-Al alloy 50% (22.95 g) (425 mmoles

of Al and 196 mmoles of Ni) was added over 1.25 hours at 65°C. After another 1.5 hours a t 65-70°C additional
15 ml of 10N NAOH and in portions 11.48 of Ni-Al alloy 50 % was added. After another 0.5 hour at 65-70°C the
reaction product was left overnight. Dichloromethane (100 ml) was added, the suspension was filtered and the
nickel washed with dichloromethane (200 ml) and water (100 ml). The organic phase was separated, washed twice
with water and concentrated. The residue was triturated in 50 ml of petroleum-ether to give the title product as a
solid (5.40 g) mp 103-107°C.

HCl salt crystallized from acetone has mp (sublimation 145°C) 220-222°C.

Example 3

8-Cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine

[0056]

(i) 8-Cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3,7-dihydro-2-thio-2H-purine-2-one
8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-2,6-dithioxanthine (20.19 g) prepared according to the method of Example 2(i), and 70%

ethylamine in water (320 ml 4. OM) were placed in a 450 ml pressure reactor and heated to 150°C for 6 hours.
The reaction solution was cooled to room temperature, treated with 2 portions of charcoal (0.2 g) filtered, and
evaporated to dryness. The residue was triturated in methanol (300 ml), concentrated to about 200 ml, and the
solid collected (16.48 g), mp 265° with decomposition.

(ii) 8-Cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine
The product of step (i) (11.86 g) was dissolved in 2N NaOH (270 ml) and 10N NaOH (27 ml) and heated to

65°C. Within 1.25 hours 50% Ni-Al alloy (518 mmoles of Ni and 1125 mmoles of Al) (60.8 g) was added under
vigorous stirring at 65-70°C. After a further 0.75 hr at the same temperature, the reaction was cooled to room
temperature and treated with chloroform (400 ml). The nickel was filtered off and washed with 350 ml of chloroform
and 150 ml of water. The filtrate was separated and the chloroform layer evaporated to dryness. The residue (19.64
g) was dissolved in acetone (100 ml), treated with 2 portions of charcoal (0.15 g) filtered, and evaporated. The
residue was treated with diethylether (100 ml) and crystals collected (6.10g), mp 80-96°C. A second crop gave

Elemental analysis

% calc C 59.75 H 7.33 N 26.80
% found C 59.64 H 7.55 N 26.35
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1.25 g.
A recrystallized sample from diisoppropylether had mp 103-105°C

HCl salt crystallized from methanol-acetone with mp 183-191°C.

Example 4

[0057]

A. 8-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

B. 8-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-hydroxybenzyl)-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

[0058]

(i) 3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl alcohol
To a solution of 48.70 g (22 mmoles) of 3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzaldehyde in 250 ml of methanol was

added portionwise 8.57 g (220 mmoles) of 97% sodium borohydride within 10 min at 15-22°C under cooling. After
a further 20 min the methanol was removed in vacuo and the residue taken up in 10 ml of water and 300 ml of
ether. The ether phase was evaporated to dryness: 48.5 g (99.2%) of liquid benzyl alcohol.

(ii) 3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl cyanide
To a solution of 40.00 g (180 mmoles) of benzyl alcohol in 530 ml of dichloromethane was added within 5 min

32.7 ml (450 mmoles) of thionyl chloride. The solution was evaporated in vacuo to dryness, which was repeated
after toluene addition: 46.30 g (106.9 %) of crude benzyl chloride, which was dissolved in 230 ml of dimethylformide
and treated with 23.50 g (360 mmoles) of potassium cyanide. The mixture was heated for 4 hours to 50-55°C. The
salt was filtered off and the filtrate evaporated in vacuo to dryness, which was repeated after the addition of water,
the residue was taken up in ether and extracted with 1N NaOH. The ether phase is evaporated to dryness to yield
41.20 g (99.0%) of crude benzyl cyanide.

(iii) (3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-phenyl)acetyl chloride
42.02 g (180 mmoles) of benzyl cyanide were refluxed in 410 ml of 94% ethanol, 106 ml of water, and 180 ml

of 10N NaOH for 20 hours. The ethanol was removed in vacuo, the solution diluted to 800 ml with water, repeated
twice with 2 g of charcoal, filtered, and acidified with 185 ml of 10N HCl. The acid crystallized slowly, was collected
and dried at 30°C: 42.2 g (92.9%) of acid. 1.51 g (2.3 %) could be extracted by ether from the filtrate. Both parts
(173 mmoles) are combined and refluxed in 500 ml of dichloromethane and 31.4 ml (433 mmoles) of thionyl chloride
for 1.5 hours. The solution was treated twice with 2 g of charcoal, filtered and evaporated to dryness. This was
repeated twice with little toluene: 48.70 g (>100%) of crude acetyl chloride as a reddish liquid.

(iv) 8-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-3-ethyl-2-thioxanthine
10.02 g (45 mmoles) of 5,6-diamino-1-ethyl-2-thio-uracil hydrochloride was dissolved in 200 ml of pyridine,

treated with 6.05 g (57 mmoles) of sodium carbonate and 15.5 g (56 mmoles) of Example 4 (iii) dissolved in 25 ml
of ether added within 10 minutes at 5-10°C. After 1.5 hours at room temperature, the solid was filtered off and the
filtrate evaporated in vacuo to dryness. The residue was dissolved in 100 ml of 2N NaOH and 200 ml of water and
brought to reflux, within 1 hour 70 ml are distilled off. The solution was filtered and neutralized to pH 7.5 with 52
ml of 5N HCl. The solid was collected and dried: 14.37 g (79.7%) of crude 2-thioxanthine (from the water 4.2 g of
the phenyl acetic acid was recovered), which was suspended in 250 ml of hot methalol and collected again: 10.68
g (59.3%) of purified 2-thioxantinie, which was dissolved in 100 ml of 1N NaOH and filtered. The filtrate was acidified
to pH 6 and the solid collected: 8.82 g (48.9 %) of 2-thioxarthine with mp (260°C) 280-310°C under decomposition.

(v) 8-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-3-ethyl-2,6-dithioxanthine
8.41 g (21 mmoles) of 2-thioxantinine are refluxed with 5.60 g (25.2 mmoles) of phosphorus pentasulfide in

Elemental analysis with 3.3 % of water

% calc C 60.25 H 7.54 N 29.28 O 2.93
% found C 60.52 H 7.46 N 29.10 O 2.92*

* (by difference)



EP 0 916 673 B1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

10

80 ml of pyridine. After 5.5 hours 27.7 ml (55.4 mmoles) of 2N NaOH were added at 5-10°C. The solid was filtered
off and washed with pyridine. The filtrate was evaporated in vacuo to dryness, the residue is suspended in 200 ml
of water with little tetrahydrofuran (THF) for crystallization, the suspension is concentrated and the solid at pH 8
collected and washed. Redissolution in100 ml of 0.5 N NaOH, treatment with charcoal (20%), filtration and acidi-
fication to pH 6 yielded the solid crude dithixanthine 7.84 g (89.6 %). Crystallization from chloroform and suspension
in hot methanol gave 5.31 g (60.7 %) of dithiooxanthine with mp 241-3°C. The mother liquors were combined (2.36
g) and filtered with chloroform through 60 g of silicagel in a column: 1.73 g (19.8 %) were isolated as a second crop.

(vi) 8 - (3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3,7-dihydro-2-thio-2H-purine-2-one
6.67 g (16 mmoles) of dithioxanthine and 52 ml of 70% ethylamine in water were heated to 150°C in a pressure

reactor (250 psi) for 12 hours under nitrogen. The solution was treated with charcoal (5 %), filtered, and evaporated
in vacuo to dryness. The residue was suspended in water, acidified with 1N HCl to pH 4 and neutralized to pH 8
with sodium bicarbonate. The solid was collected, washed and dried to give 6.66 g (97.4 %) of crude thioisoguanine.

(vii) 8-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride
6.41 g (mmoles) of crude thioisoguanine and 9.70 g (165 mmoles) of neutral Raney-nickel were refluxed in

70 ml of 1-propanol for 3 hours. The nickel was filtered off and the filtrate evaporated in vacuo to dryness. The
residue (5.86 g / 98.8 %) was dissolved in chloroform and extracted extensively with 1N NaOH. The NaOH solution
was acidified with 5N HCl to pH 4 and neutralized with sodium bicarbonate to pH 7.5. An oil precipitated, which
crystallized slowly and the solid collected: 0.49 g of 8-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-hydroxyl-benzyl)-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-
3H-purine with mp 172-4°C. The chloroform solution was evaporated to dryness: 3.76 g (63.4 %) of crude 3H-
purine, which was dissolved in 30 ml of methanol and treated with 10 ml of IN methanolic HCl. The colution was
evaporated in vacuo to dryness and the residue crystallized from acetone-ethyl acetate: 3.66 g (56.5 %) of 8-(cy-
clopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride with mp 169-71°C.

EXAMPLE 5

3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine hydrochloride

[0059]

(i) 3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzaldehyde
77.70 g (500 mmoles) of isovanillin and 69.40 g (600 mmoles) of 97% potassium t-butoxide (t-BuOK) dissolved

in 800 ml of 1-propanol, 69.0 ml 630 mmoles), and the solution refluxed. After 3 hours another 9.25 g (80 mmoles)
of t-BuOK were added at 80°C and the suspension refluxed for another 3 hours. The solid was filtered off and the
filtrate evaporated in vacuo to dryness. The residue was dissolved in ether and extracted with 1N NaOH. The ether
phase was evaporated to dryness: 85.40 g (77.5%) of cyclopentyloxybenzaldehyde was isolated.

(ii) 3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzaldehyde-oxime
85.4 g (388 mmoles) of 3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzaldehyde were dissolved in 350 ml of 94% ethanol

and added within 10 minutes at 15-20°C to a solution of 29.7 g (427 mmoles) of hydroxylammonium chloride and
52.8 g (388 mmoles) of sodium acetate trihydrate (3 H2O) in 230 ml of water. After 2 hours the ethanol was removed
in vacuo, the residue treated with 16.3 g (194 mmoles) of sodium bicarbonate until CO2 formation ceased and
extracted with ether. Evaporation of the ether phase gave 91.0 g (99.7%) of oxime as a mixture of the 2 isomers.

(iii) 3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzylamine
73.5 g (320 mmoles) of oxime, 80 ml of methanol, 55 g of liquid ammonia, and 18.5 g of neutral Raney-nickel

are placed into a 450 ml pressure reactor. Hydrogen gas was added up to a pressure of 1,200 psi and the whole
heated to 75-80°C, when the pressure dropped to 600 psi hydrogen gas was added again to 1,200 psi. After 4
hours the pressure reached 1080 psi and remained constant. The nickel was filtered off and washed with methanol.
The filtrate is evaporated to dryness, dissolved in ether and extracted with 1N NaOH. The ether phase was evap-
orated to dryness: 68.9 g (97.3%) of benzylamine.

Elemental analysis for C22H30ClN5O2

Calc. C 61.17 H 7.00 N 16.21
Found C 61.09 H 6.77 N 16.18
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(iv) 3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl-isothiocyanate
82.3 g (372 mmoles) of benzylamine were dissolved in 10 ml of toluene and added at 15-20°C (with cooling)

within 20 minutes to an emulsion of 22.5 ml (372 mmoles) of carbon disulfide and 14.88 g (372) mmoles) of NaOH
in 52 ml of water. The reaction mixture was heated to 75-80°C for 1 hour and cooled to 40°C. Within 15 minutes,
35.4 ml (372 mmoles) of ethyl chloroformate were added at 40-45°C. The emulsion was brought to about pH 8
with 2N NaOH and heated to 55-60°C, gas formation ceased after about 10 hours keeping the pH at 8 with 2N
NaOH (total about 8 ml). The organic layer was collected and the solvent evaporated: 96.3 g (98.3%) of benzyl
isothiocyanate.

(v) 1-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-2-thiourea
96.3 g (366 mmoles) of benzylisothiocyanate were dissolved in 100 ml o THF and treated with 44.2 ml (732

mmoles) of 32% ammonia solution. After 0.5 hour at 40-45°C, 300 ml of water were added and the THF removed
in vacuo. The gummy suspension is treated with 200 ml of ether, the crystals collected and washed with water and
ether. Suspension in 30 ml of methylenechloride and collection gave 65.77 g (64.2%) of benzyl-2-thiourea with
mp 144-5°C.

(vi) 6-Amino-1-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl-2-thiouracil
29.65 g (256 mmoles) of 97% t-BuOK were dissolved in 240 ml of 2-propanol. 65.33 g (233 mmoles) of 2-thiou-

rea and 25.3 ml (238 mmoles) of ethyl cyanoacetate were added at 80°C. After 30 minutes at reflux a solution was
formed and after 4.5 hours an additional 2.96 g (25.6 mmoles) of t-BuOK and 4.97 ml (46.6 mmoles) of ethyl
cyanoacetate added. After 22 hours of refluxing the solid was collected, combined with the residue of the filtrate,
dissolved in 11 of water and precipitated with about 50 ml of 5N HCl (pH 3-4). The solid is collected, washed, dried,
recrystallized by suspension in 11 of refluxing acetone, concentrated to about 300 ml and collected at 23°C: 80.65
g (85.7%) of uracil containing 1 equivalent of acetone, mp 225-7°C.

(vii) 6-Amino-1-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-5-nitroso-2-thiouracil
68.9 g (170 mmoles) of uracil are dissolved in 650 ml of acetic acid, for removal of acetone 100 ml are distilled

off in vacuo, and at 65-70°C 43.4 ml (174 mmoles) of 4N sodium nitrite solution were added within 10 minutes.
After further 5 minutes the suspension was cooled to 30°C and diluted with 1.7 1 of water. The solid was collected,
washed, and dried: 64.08 g (100%) of nitrosouracil, which was dissolved in 330 ml of 1N NaOH and 300 ml of
water, filtered, and acidified with 5N HCl to pH 2, to keep it in suspension 2 l of water were added. The solid was
collected and washed, suspended in 60 ml of methanol and collected again: 54.2 g (84.7%) of nitrosouracil.

(viii) 1-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-5,6-diamino-2-thiouracil
15.06 g (40 mmoles) of nitrosouracil are suspended in 300 ml of THF and hydrogenated with hydrogen gas

and 6 g of neutral Raney-nickel for 2.5 hours, when hydrogen uptake ceased. After 1 hour all was dissolved and
thereafter a new precipitate formed, which is dissolved in a mixture of methylenechloride and methanol. The nickel
was filtered off and the filtrate evaporated in vacuo to dryness: 13.96 g (96.3%) of crude diaminouracil.

(ix) 6-Amino-1-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-5-isobutyryl-amino-2-thiouracil
A two phase solution of 15.01 g (41.4 mmoles) of diaminouracil, 180 ml of THF, 150 ml of water, 6.96 g (82.8

mmoles) of sodium bicarbonate, and 10.52 ml (62.1 mmoles) of isobutyric anhydride is heated to 55°C under
nitrogen for 1 hour. The THF was evaporated in vacuo and the residue diluted with 200 ml of water (pH 8). The
solid was collected, washed, and dried: 16.25 g (90.7%) of isobutyrylaminouracil.

(x) 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-8-isopropyl-2-thioxanthine
17.81 g (41.2 mmoles) of isobutyrylaminouracil were refluxed for 0.75 hour in 120 ml of IN NaOH and 80 ml

of water. The solution was treated twice with 0.5 g of charcoal, filtered, acidified with 5N HCl, and put to pH 7-8
with sodium bicarbonate solution. The solid was collected, washed, and dried: 15.31 g (89.6%) of 2-thioxanthine
with mp 270-6°C (with decomposition).

(xi) 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-8-isopropyl-2,6-dithioxanthine
15.17 g (36.6 mmoles) of 2-thioxanthine and 9.76 g (43.9 mmoles) of phosphorus pentasulfide were refluxed

under nitrogen in 140 ml of pyridine for 5.5 hours. At 5-10°C 48.3 ml (96.6 mmoles) of 2N NaOH were added
dropwise. The solid was filtered of and washed with pyridine. The filtrate was evaporated in vacuo to dryness and
treated with 300 ml of water. The suspension was adjusted to pH 7 with sodium bicarbonate solution and the solid
collected, washed, dissolved in 200 ml of 0.5N NaOH solution, treated twice with 1.6 g of charcoal, filtered, acidified
with 5N HCl and neutralized with sodium bicarbonate solution to pH 7. The solid was collected, washed, and dried:
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14.64 g (92.9%) of crude dithioxanthine, which was dissolved in 400 ml of methylenechloride and filtered through
60 g of silicagel in a column. The solvent was evaporated and the residue suspended in 20 ml of 100% ethanol
and collected: 14.34 g (82.2%) of dithioxanthine with mp 204-6°C (containing 1 mol EtOH).

(xii) 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-6-ethyl-3,7-dihydro-8-isopropyl-2-thio-2H-purin-2-one
6.20 g (13 mmoles) of dithioxanthine and 42 ml of 70% ethylamine in water were placed into a 450 ml pressure

reactor and heated to 150°C (240 psi) for 12 hours. The solution was filtered and evaporated to dryness. The
residue was suspended in water, acidified with IN HCl to pH 3, and neutralized with sodium bicarbonate solution
to pH 7-8. The solid was collected, washed, and dried: 5.48 g (95.5%) of thioisoguanine with mp 72-7°C.

(xiii) 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethyl amino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine hydrochloride
5.43 g (12.3 mmoles) of thioisoguanine and 7.9 g of neural Raney-nickel were refluxed in 60 ml of 1-propanol

for 4.5 hours. The nickel was filtered off and the filtrate evaporated in vacuo to dryness: 4.90 g (97.2%) of crude
purine, which was dissolved in 20 ml of chloroform, extracted with 1N NaOH and filtered through 30 g of silicagel
in a column. The solvent was evaporated, the residue dissolved in 25 ml of methanol, treated with 11 ml of meth-
anolic 1N HCl solution and evaporated to dryness. The residue was suspended in 80 ml of ethyl acetate and
collected: 3.49 g (63.6%) of 3H-purine hydrochloride with mp 202-12°C.

Example 6

8-Cyclopropyl-6-(4-pyridylmethyl-amino)-3-propyl-3H-purine dihydrochloride

[0060]

(i) 8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-2,6-dithioxanthine
In a 5 L 3-necked flask fitted with a mechanical stirrer and a condenser with a drying tube were placed 2.2 L

of pyridine and 8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-2-thio-6-oxo-xanthine (220 g, 0.88 mol). Phosphorus pentasulfide (236 g,
1.06 mol) was added and the mixture was heated under reflux for 5 hours and stored overnight at room temperature.
The reaction mixture was cooled to 5-10° and 3N aqueous sodium hydroxide (770 ml) was added over 1.5 hours
with stirring. Stirring was continued for 30 minutes after removal of the cooling bath and the precipitated product
was collected by suction filtration. The filter cake was washed successively with pyridine (300 ml) and four 300 ml
portions of tetrahydrofuran. The solid material was stirred with water (750 ml), filtered and washed with water. The
crude product was dissolved in 1.7 L of 1 N sodium hydroxide and stirred with 15 g of Darco G-60. The charcoal
was filtered and the treatment was repeated with a fresh portion of charcoal. The solution was acidified to pH 1.5
with 6 N hydrochloric acid and the pale yellow precipitate was collected. The solid was dissolved again in 1.7 L of
1N sodium hydroxide and treated successively with two portions of charcoal as above. The solution was acidified
and the precipitate was collected and washed with water. After drying to constant weight at 54°C under vacuum,
there was obtained 128 g ( 56%) of the title compound, mp over 245°C.

(ii) 8-cyclopropyl-3,7-dihydro-6-(4-pyridyl-methylamino-3-propyl-2-thio-2H-purin-2-one
5.33 g (20 mmoles) of 8-cyclopropyl-3-n-propyl-2,6-dithioxanthine and 21.3 ml (200 mmoles) of 95 % 4-picolyl-

amine were heated under argon to 150-5°C. After 14 hours the cooled solution was poured into 100 ml of water,
acidified with 19 ml of 10N HCl and IN HCl to pH 6, where an orange colored gum was formed. With sodium
bicarbonate the mixture was neutralized to pH 7. With time, the gum crystallized and the solid is collected and
washed. The residue was suspended in acetone and the crystals collected: 3.92 (57.6%) of crude product. The
filtrate was evaporated to dryness, dissolved in 40 ml of 0.5N NaOH, extracted 4 times with methylenechloride,
and acidified again with 5N HCl to pH6. Again the gum crystallized over 48 hours and the mixture was neutralized
to pH 7 with bicarbonate and the solid collected: 1.75 g (25.7 %) of crude product. Both parts were dissolved in
30 ml of methylenechloride and filtered through 30 g of silicagel in a column. 150 mg (2.8 %) of starting material
was recovered first, then 5.04 g (74.0 %) of product was recovered with 5 % of methanol, which was dissolved in
32 ml of 1N HCl, treated with 250 mg of charcoal, filtered, and neutralized with 7.5 ml of 2N NaOH and sodium
bicarbonate solution to pH 7-8. The water phase was decanted from the gum and the latter washed with water
and crystallized from acetone: 4.08 g (59.9 %) of thioisoguanine with mp 204-210°C with decomposition.

(iii) 8-Cyclopropyl-6-(4-pyridylmethylamino)-3-propyl-3H-purine dihydrochloride
3.06 g (9 mmoles) of thioisoguanine and 5.8 g of neutral Raney-nickel were refluxed under argon in 1-propanol

for 4 hours. The nickel was filtered off and washed with methanol. The filtrate was evaporated to dryness, the
residue dissolved in 20 ml of methylenechloride, the solution extracted with 1 N NaOH, and evaporated to dryness:
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2.43 g (87.4 %) of crude purine, which was dissolved in 20 ml of methanol, treated with 17 ml of 1N methanolic
HCl and evaporated again to dryness. Crystallization from isopropanol gives 1.09 g (36.3 %) of purine dihydro-
chloride with mp 157-65°C.

Example 7

6-Cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride

[0061]

(i) 6-Cyclopentyl-8-cyclopropyl-3,7-dihydro-3-propyl-2-thio-2H-purine-2-one
5.33 g (20 mmoles) of 8-cyclopropyl-3-n-propyl-2,6-dithioxantine and 42 ml of cyclopentylamine were heated

in a 450 ml pressure reactor to 150°C (50 psi) with the exclusion of air. After 20 hours the solution was transferred
with methanol to a round bottom flask and evaporated in vacuo to dryness. The residue was crystallized from
aceton: 1.07 g (15.1) of thioisoguanine hydrochloride with mp 196-98°C. The mother liquor was dissolved in meth-
ylenechloride, extracted with sodium bicarbonate solution and filtered through 45 g of silicagel on a column. The
first unpolor 0.54 g were discarded and the rest gave 4.63 g (72.9 %) of the crude isoguanine as a gum.

(ii) 6-Cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3-n-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride
4.49 g (14.1 mmoles) of thioisoguanine and 9.2 g of neutral Raney-nickel were refluxed in 45 ml of 1-propanol

for 5 hours. The nickel was filtered off and the filtrate evaporated to dryness. The residue (>100%) was dissolved
in 20 ml of methanol, treated with 16.9 ml of 1N methanolic HCl solution, and evaporated to dryness. The residue
was dissolved in methylenechloride, treated with 0.12 g of charcoal, filtered, concentrated, diluted with acetone
and the remaining methylene chloride removed by distillation.
The crystals were collected: 1.04 g (22.9%) of purine hydrochloride with mp 218-221°C, a second crop gave 0.61
g (13.4 %).

Example 8 - Adenine Derivatives

[0062] Following the method of the above Examples, the following compounds were similarly prepared from the
appropriate starting materials. All temperatures are in °C unless otherwise stated. The data is provided in Table 1 below.

Elemental analysis for C16H24C1N5 321.86 89 % + 11 % CH2Cl2

Calc. C 54.70 H 6.95 N 19.37 Cl 18.98
Found C 54.84 H 6.71 N 19.05 Cl 19.40 (diff)

Table 1

ADENINES

Compound m.p.

8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-(3-methylbutyl)-3H-purine hydrochloride 188-190

8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-propylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 186-188

8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-methylamino-3H-purine 143-145

3-butyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine 182-184

8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 193-195

8-cyclopropyl-3 -cyclopropylmethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 195-197

8-cyclopropyl-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 200-210

3-benzyl-6-ethylamino-8-(1-methyl-ethyl)-3H-purine hydrochloride 199-200

3-cyclohexylmethyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 192-193

3-cyclopropylmethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine 96-99

3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purine 141-142
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Example 9

Elemental Analysis of Adenines

[0063] Elemental analysis was conducted for certain of the compounds set forth in the above table. The results are
provided below.

Table 1 (continued)

ADENINES

Compound m.p.

3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 194-195

3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 179-182

3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 212-214

3-(4-chlorobenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine

3-(4-chlorobenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 215-7

6-benzylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine

8-cyclopropyl-6-hexylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride

8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-6-(4-pyridylmethyl-amino)-3H-purine dihydrochloride 206-30

6-cyclopentyl-8-cylopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 273-6

6-butylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 171-3

8-cyclopropyl-6-(2-hydroxyethylamino)-3-propyl-3H-purine

6-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl-amino)-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride

6-amino-8-cyclopropyl-3 -propyl-3H-purine

3-ethyl-6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 183-4

6-cyclohexylamino-8-isopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 202-3

6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 207-10

3-ethyl-6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 205-8

3-(4-chlorobenzyl)-6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 269-73

6-cyclopentylamino-3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-8-isopropyl-3H-purine hydrochloride

3-(2-chlorobenzyl)-6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 207-8

8-cyclopropyl-6-diethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 173-9

8-cyclopropyl-6-(3-pentylamino)-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 187-9

6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3-(4-pyridylmethyl)-3H-purine dihydrochloride 240-6

Elemental analysis for 8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrocloride 89% + 1 % HCl + ?

Calc. C 53.29 H 6.80 N 25.00 O 0.53
Found C 52.97 H 7.01 N 26.01 O 0.34

Elemental analysis for 8-cyclopropyl-6-ethyl-amino-3-(3-methylbutyl)-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 58.15 H 7.81 N 22.60 Cl 11.44
Found C 58.12 H 8.01 N 22.65 Cl 11.46
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Elemental analysis for 8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-propylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 55.41 H 7.15 N 24.85 Cl 12.58
Found C 55.74 H 7.06 N 25.08 Cl 12.71

Elemental analysis for 8-cyclo-propyl-3-ethly-6-methylamino-3H-purine

Calc. C 60.81 H 6.96 N 32.23
Found C 60.58 H 7.02 N 32.67

Elemental analysis for 3-butyl-8-cyclo-propyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride Mp 194-196°

Calc. C 56.83 H 7.89 N 23.67 Cl 11.98
Found C 56.91 H 6.98 N 23.97 ?

Elemental analysis for 8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 55.41 H 7.15 N 24.85 Cl 12.38
Found C 55.45 H 7.13 N 24.96 Cl 12.71

Elemental analysis for 8-cyclopropyl-3-cyclopropylmethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C. 57.23 H 6.87 N 23.84 Cl 12.07
Found C 57.49 H 6.88 N 23.59 Cl 12.49

Elemental analysis for 8-cyclopropyl-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C. 57.23 H 6.86 N 23.84 Cl 12.07
Found C 57.30 H 6.90 N 23.77 Cl 12.16

Elemental analysis for 3-benzyl-6-ethylamino-8-(1-methylethyl)-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 61.52 H 6.68 N 21.10 Cl 10.68
Found C 61.52 H 6.59 N 21.18 Cl 10.60

Elemental analysis for 3-cyclohexylmethyl-8-cyclopropylmethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 60.79 H 7.80 N 20.85 Cl 10.56
Found C 60.55 H 7.48 N 20.85 Cl 11.34

Elemental analysis for 3-cyclopropylmethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 64.84 H 8.16 N 27.00
Found C 64.42 H 7.86 N 26.87

Elemental analysis for 3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 69.12 H 7.17 N 23.71
Found C 69.27 H 7.44 N 23.60
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Example 10 - PDE IV INHIBITION BY ADENINE COMPOUNDS

[0064] The PDE IV inhibitory effect of certain of the compounds set forth above was examined according to the
methods previously described. The results are provided in the Table 2 below.

Elemental analysis for 3-ethyl-8-isoproply-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 53.43 H 7.47 N 25.96
Found C 53.62 H 7.66 N 25.34

Elemental analysis for 3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 63.78 H 6.76 N 19.57
Found C 63.55 H 6.54 N 19.51

Elemental analysis for 3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride

Calc. C 56.84 H 7.50 N 23.67
Found C 56.54 H 7,37 N 23.63

Elemental analysis for 3,8-diethyl-3,7-dihydro-6-morpholino-2-thio-2H-purin-2-one

Calc. C 53.22 H 6.53 N 23.87 ? 10.93
Found C 53.01 H 6.77 N 23.82 ? 10.97

Elemental analysis for 3-(cyclopropylmethyl)-3,7-dihydro-8-isopropyl-6-propylamino-2-thio-2H-purin-2-one

Calc. C 62.26 H 8.01 N 24.20
Found C 62.34 H 8.06 N 23.89

Elemental analysis for 6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3,7-dihydro-3-propyl-2-thio-2H-purin-2-one hydrochloride

Calc. C 54.30 H 6.84 N 19.79
Found C 54.42 H 6.73 N 19.57

Elemental analysis for 6-butylamino-8-cyclo-propyl-3,7-dihydro-3-propyl-2-thio-2H-purin-2-one

Calc. C 58.98 H 7.59 N 22.93
Found C 58.99 H 7.52 N 22.92

TABLE 2

PDE IV RESULTS

Compound Calc PDE IV IC50 (uM)

3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 52.17

3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-benzylamino-3H- purine hydrochloride 62.44

3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 28.34

3-cyclohexylmethyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 3.78

8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-(3-methylbutyl)-3H-purine hydrochloride 2.45
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Example 11 - PHARMACOLOGICAL TESTS

Isolated Guinea Pig Trachea

[0065] The test compound was dissolved in dimethylsulfoxide. Guinea pig isolated trachealis muscle was mounted
in a bath containing Krebs solution maintained at 37.5°C and bubbled with carbogen (95 % O2 , 5 % CO2).
[0066] Tension changes were recorded isometrically using force displacement transducers in conjunction with po-
tentiometric pan recorders.
[0067] The ability of the test compounds to relax airways muscle was investigated by the construction of cumulative
concentration effect cuNes. Each concentration of the test compound was allowed to equilibrate with the tissue for 5
minutes before a concentration increment (ten-fold) was made.
[0068] In each tissue the test compound was compared with theophylline as standard.

EXAMPLE 12

IN-VIVO STUDIES

[0069]

(i) The effect of test compounds in a model of bronchial hyperresponsiveness (BHR) and cellular infiltration in the
guinea pig induced by ovalbumin (see, for example Morley et al, Agents and Actions, Supplement, 1988, 23, 187)
were studied.

The test compound was administered at doses of 0.5 and 1.0 mg/kg/day given subcutaneously over 7 days
by osmotic mini-pump. Theophylline and salbutamol at concentrations of 1 mg/kg/day were used as standards.
Dose response curves to histamine (1-50 mg/kg) were constructed for each animal.

Figure 1 shows the results obtained.

(ii) Sensitization and Challenge procedure: Male Dunkin Hartley guinea pigs (Charles River) (200-250 g) were
injected i.p. with ovalbumin (OVA) (0.5 ml/animal; 20 mg OVA in Al(OH)3 (moist gel)); this preparation produced
an injectable stable suspension containing excess Al(OH)3. Sham animals were injected with 0.5 ml Al(OH)3 alone.
After a period of 18-21 days animals were exposed to an aerosol of OVA (100 mg/ml) for 1 hour iln an exposure
chamber.

TABLE 2 (continued)

PDE IV RESULTS

Compound Calc PDE IV IC50 (uM)

8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-propylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 15.67

8-cyclopropyl-3-cyclopropylmethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 4.11

3-cyclopropylmethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 12.66

3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 28.94

3-butyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine hydrochloride 5.99

8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 6.31

8-cyclopropyl-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride 7.90

3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine
hydrochloride

0.32

3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-8-((3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy) benzyl)-3H-purine hydrochloride 4.52

Compound In Vitro Activity

Theophylline 1
8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine 43.7
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(iii) Bronchoalveloar lavage: Animals were anaesthetized, 24 hours after aerosol exposure, with urethane (25%,
w/v, 7 ml/kg, i.p.) and the trachea cannulated. Bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) was performed by instilling 5 ml sterile
saline into the lungs via the tracheal cannula and the fluid was immediately removed. The fluid was reinjected and
the procedure repeated 5 times in total. This procedure resulted in a 40-60% recovery of BAL fluid from the lungs
of the guinea pig. Total cell counts were performed on the resultant BAL fluid using an improved Neubauer haemo-
cytometer. Cytospin preparations were prepared using a Shandon Cytospin 2 centrifuge. Two drops of BAL fluid
were added to each cytospin cup and the samples were centrifuged for 1 min at 1300 r.p.m. Slides were fixed in
acetone and stained with haemotoxylin and carbol chromotrope according to the method described by Lendrum
(Lendrum 1944), differential cell counts were performed on each slide by counting 200 cells at random, the cell
types were classified as neutrophils, eosinophils and mononuclear cells according to standard morphological cri-
teria. Cells were counted blind. The results are expressed as the number of neutrophils, eosinophils and mono-
nuclear cells per ml of BAL fluid. The remaining BAL fluid was centrifuged (10 min., 1000 g) and the resultant cells
and cell free supernatants were aliquotted and frozen for later assays. Compounds were solubilized in either DMSO
or saline administered intraperitoreally at a dose of 5 mg/kg one hour prior to ovalbumin challenge. The results
are provided below in Table 3.

While the invention has been illustrated with respect to the production and use of a particular compound, it is
apparent that variations and modifications of the invention can be made without departing from the spirit or scope
of the invention.

Claims

1. A compound of the formula (I):

wherein R3 represents a C1-8 alkyl which is unbranched or branched and unsubstituted or substituted with OH,
alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C3-8 cycloalkyl which is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl wherein the cycloalkyl portion is unsubstituted or substituted
with OH, alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2 or =O; aryl which is unsubstituted or substituted with Cl, NH2, alkylami-
no, dialkylamino, amido, C1-C8 alkylamido; and C1-C3 dialkylamido OH, alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, C1-C3
alkyl, phenyl or benzyl; aralkyl (C1-C4), heterocyclyl; heterocyclylalkyl (C1-C4);

R6a represents H or a C1-8 alkyl which is unbranched or branched and unsubstituted or substituted with OH,
alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C3-8 cycloalkyl which is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl wherein the cycloalkyl portion is unsubstituted or sub-
stituted with OH, alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; aryl which is unsubstituted or substituted with Cl,

TABLE 3

Compound N Dose mg/kg ip % Eosinophils in BAL x ± se % Inhibition

Saline Vehicle 14 -- 33±3 --

3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-
6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine
hydrochloride

7 5 12±2 64%
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NH2, alkylamino, dialkylamino, amido, C1-C8 alkylamido; and C1-C3 dialkylamido OH, alkoxy, C=NOH,
C=NOCONH2, C1-C3 alkyl, phenyl or benzyl; aralkyl (C1-C4), heterocyclyl; heterocyclylalkyl (C1-C4);
R8 represents a C1-8 alkyl which is unbranched or branched and unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H,, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C3-8 cycloalkyl which is unsubstituted or substituted with OH, alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl wherein the cycloalkyl portion is unsubstituted or sub-
stituted with OH, alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, or =O; aryl which is unsubstituted or substituted with Cl,
NH2, alkylamino, dialkylamino, amido, C1-C8 alkylamido; and C1-C3 dialkylamido OH, alkoxy, C=NOH,
C=NOCONH2, C1-C3 alkyl, phenyl or benzyl; aralkyl (C1-C4), heterocyclyl; heterocyclylalkyl (C1-C4);
R6b represents H or R6a, or together R6b, N, and R6a make a C3-C8 ring containing from one to three nitrogen
atoms, from zero to two oxygen atoms, from zero to two sulfur atoms, alkoxy, CO2H, CONH2, =NOH,
=NOCONH2, =O;
and where aryl is phenyl or naphthyl, the heterocyclyl is a 5, 6 or 7 membered ring including from one to three
nitrogen atoms and from zero to two oxygen atoms, from zero to two sulfur atoms, and can be substituted as
in aryl on the carbons or nitrogens of that ring;
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, provided that R3 is not methyl and R8 is not alkyl -COOH.

2. The compound of claim 1, wherein R3 represents a C1-8 alkyl, C3-7 cycloalkyl, C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl, aryl or ar(C1-4)
alkyl group; R6a represents a C1-8 alkyl, C3-7 cycloalkyl, C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl, aryl or ar(C1-4)alkyl group, or a het-
erocyclyl (C1-4) alkyl group; R6b represents a hydrogen atom or a C1-8 alkyl, C3-7 cycloalkyl, C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl,
aryl or ar (C1-4) alkyl group; or -NR6aR6b together forms a 5-membered or 6-membered ring, which ring optionally
contains one or more additional heteroatoms; and R8 represents a hydrogen atom or a C1-8 alkyl, C3-7 cycloalkyl,
C4-8 cycloalkylalkyl, aryl, ar(C1-4)alkyl, pyridyl or pyridyl(C1-4)alkyl group.

3. The compound of claim 2, wherein R3 represents a C1-8 alkyl group, an ar(C1-4) alkyl group, or a C3-7 cycloalkyl
group.

4. The compound of claim 2, wherein R6a represents a C1-8 alkyl group and R6b represents a hydrogen atom.

5. The compound of claim 2, wherein R8 represents a C3-7 cycloalkyl group.

6. The compound of claim 5, wherein R8 represents a cyclopropyl group.

7. The compound of claim 2, wherein R8 represents a C1-8 alkyl group.

8. The compound of claim 7, wherein R8 represents an isopropyl group.

9. The compound of claim 1, which is selected from 8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-(3-methylbutyl)-3H-purine; 8-cy-
clopropyl-3-ethyl-6-propylamino-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-methylamino-3H-purine; 3-butyl-8-cyclopro-
pyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-3-cyclopropylmethyl-
6-ethylamino-3H-purine;8-cyclopropyl-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine;3-benzyl-6-ethylamino-8-(1-meth-
ylethyl)-3H-purine; 3-cyclohexylmethyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine; 3-cyclopropylmethyl-8-isopropyl-
6-ethylamino-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-pu-
rine; 3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine; 3-(4-chlo-
robenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; 3-(4-chlorobenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; 6-ben-
zylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-6-hexylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-3-pro-
pyl-6-(4-pyridylmethylamino)-3H-purine; 6-cyclopentyl-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 6-butylamino-8-cyclo-
propyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-6-(2-hydroxyethylamino)-3-propyl-3H-purine; 6-(3-cyclopentyloxy-
4-methoxy-benzylamino)-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 6-amino-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-
6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; 6-cyclohexylamino-8-isopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 6-cyclopentylami-
no-8-isopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3H-purine; 3-(4-chlorobenzyl)-6-cy-
clopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3H-purine; 6-cyclopentylamino-3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-8-isopropyl-
3H-purine; 3-(2-chlorobenzyl)-6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-6-diethylamino-3-propyl-
3H-purine hydrochloride; 8-cyclopropyl-6-(3-pentylamino)-3-propyl-3H-purine hydrochloride; 6-ethylamino-8-iso-
propyl-3-(4-pyridylmethyl)-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-ben-
zylamino-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine; 3-cyclohexylmethyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylami-
no-3H-purine; 8-cylcopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-(3-methylbutyl)-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-propylamino-3H-
purine; 8-cyclopropyl-3-cyclopropylmethyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine; 3-cyclopropylmethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylami-
no-3H-purine; 3-ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purine; 3-butyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purine; 8-cy-
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clopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine; 8-cyclopropyl-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyl-3H-purine; 3-(3-cy-
clopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; and 3-ethyl-6-ethylamino-8-((3-cyclopenty-
loxy-4-methoxy)benzyl)-3H-purine, and their pharmaceutically acceptable salts.

10. The compound of claim 1, which is selected from the group consisting of 3-(4-chlorobenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-iso-
propyl-3H-purine; 3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine; 6-cyclopentyl-
8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purine, and their pharmaceutically acceptable salts.

11. The compound of claim 3, wherein R3 represents a C1-4 alkyl group.

12. The compound of claim 2, wherein R6a represents methyl or ethyl and R6b represents a hydrogen atom.

13. The compound of claim 2, wherein R3 represents propyl.

14. The compound of claim 2, wherein R3 represents substituted and unsubstituted benzyl.

15. The compound of claim 2, wherein R3 represents cyclopropylmethyl.

16. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound having the chemical structure set forth in claims 1-15,
except one comprising 3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine.

17. A pharmaceutical preparation according to claim 16, for oral administration including solid dosage forms such as
tablets and capsules which may be prepared by conventional pharmaceutical means with pharmaceutically ac-
ceptable excipients such as binders or lubricating agents, and liquid dosage forms including solutions, syrups or
suspensions prepared by conventional means with pharmaceutically acceptable adjuvants such as wetting agents,
suspending agents, emulsifying agents and flavoring agents.

18. A pharmaceutical preparation according to claim 16 for parenteral administration in the form of sterile aqueous or
non-aqueous solutions, suspensions or emulsions which may contain stabilizing, suspending or dispersing agents,
or in the form of solid compositions such as powders which may be reconstituted with a suitable vehicle such as
sterile water or other sterile injectable medium before use.

19. A pharmaceutical preparation according to claim 16 for administration by inhalation wherein the active ingredient
may be delivered via an aerosol or nebulizer and may be present as a solid, a suspension or a solution.

20. A pharmaceutical preparation according to claim 16, in a dosage form for immediate release or sustained release
of the compound.

21. Use of a compound according to any one of claims 1-15, except 3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethyl-
amino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine, or at least one pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, for the production of a phar-
maceutical preparation with PDE IV-inhibitory activity.

22. Use of a compound according to any one of claims 1-15, except 3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethyl-
amino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine, or at least one pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, for the production of a phar-
maceutical preparation for the treatment of asthma.

23. Use of a compound according to any one of claims 1-15, except 3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethyl-
amino-8-isopropyl-3H-purine, or at least one pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, for the production of a phar-
maceutical preparation for the treatment of allergies, inflammation, depression, atopic diseases, rhinitis, dementia
and disease states associated with abnormally high physiological levels of cytokine.

24. A method of preparing the compounds of claim 1, comprising reacting a compound of formula (IV)
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with a compound of formula (V):

in the presence or absence of a suitable reaction medium and at a temperature of from about 0°C to about 100°C,
wherein R3, R6a, R6b and R8 are as defined for formula (I).

25. The method of claim 24, wherein a solvent for the reaction is selected from the group consisting of water, alcohol,
hydrocarbons, and halogenated hydrocarbons.

26. The method of claim 24, wherein compounds of formula (II) are prepared by thionation of the corresponding 6-oxo-
compounds.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the thionation is carried out by treating a suspension of the 6-oxo-compound in
pyridine with a molar excess of phosphorus pentasulphide.

28. A method of preparing the compounds of claim 1, comprising reducing compounds of formula (II):

wherein R3, R6a, R6b and R8 are as defined for formula (I), using a suitable reducing agent.

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the reduction is effected catalytically.

30. The method of claim 28, wherein the reduction is effected in a suitable solvent selected from an alcohol, a hydro-
carbon or water.

31. The method of claim 28, wherein the reduction is effected using an alkali metal in liquid ammonia or hydrazine in
the presence of a base.

32. The method of claim 28, wherein the compounds of formula (II) are prepared from the corresponding 2,6-dithiox-

R6aR6bNH (V)
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anthine derivatives of formula (III):

by reaction with an amine R6aR6bNH according to the method of claim 24, wherein R3, R6a, R6b and R8 are as
defined for formula (I).

33. The method of claim 28, wherein the compounds of formula (III) are prepared from the corresponding 2-thioxanthine
derivative by thionation.

Patentansprüche

1. Verbindung der Formel (I):

wobei R3 steht für ein C1-8 Alkyl, das unverzweigt oder verzweigt sowie unsubstituiert oder substituiert ist mit OH,
Alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, oder =O; C3-8 Cycloalkyl, das unsubstituiert oder substituiert ist mit OH, Alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, oder =O; C4-8 Cycloalkylalkyl, wobei der Cylcloalkylteil unsubstituiert oder substituiert
ist mit OH, Alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2 oder =O; Aryl, das unsubstituiert oder substituiert ist mit Ci, NH2,
Alkylamino, Dialkylamino, Amido, C1-C8 Alkylamido; sowie C1-C3 Dialkylamido OH, Alkoxy, C=NOH,
C=NOCONH2, C1-C3 Alkyl, Phenyl oder Benzyl; Aralkyl (C1-C4), Heterocyclyl; Heterocyclylalkyl (C1-C4);

R6a steht für H, oder ein C1-8 Alkyl, das unverzweigt oder verzweigt sowie unsubstituiert oder substituiert ist
mit OH, Alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, oder =O; C3-8 Cycloalkyl, das unsubstituiert oder substituiert ist
mit OH, Alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, NOCONH2, oder =O; C4-8 Cycloalkylalkyl, wobei der Cycloalkylteil unsubstituiert
oder substituiert ist mit OH, Alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, oder =O; Aryl, welches unsubstituiert oder
substituiert ist mit Cl, NH2, Alkylamino, Dialkylamino, Amido, C1-C8 Alkylamido; sowie C1-C3 Dialkylamido
OH, Alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, C1-C3 Alkyl, Phenyl oder Benzyl; Aralkyl (C1-C4), Heterocyclyl; Hetero-
cyclylalkyl (C1-C4);
R8 steht für ein C1-8 Alkyl, das unverzweigt oder verzweigt sowie unsubstituiert oder substituiert ist mit OH,
Alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, oder =O; C3-8 Cycloalkyl, welches unsubstituiert oder substituiert ist mit
OH, Alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, oder =O; C4-8 Cycloalkylalkyl wobei der Cycloalkylteil unsubstituiert
oder substituiert ist mit OH, Alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, oder =O; Aryl, welches unsubstituiert oder
substituiert ist mit Cl, NH2, Alkylamino, Dialkylamino, Amido, C1-C8 Alkylamido; sowie C1-C3 Dialkylamido
OH, Alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, C1-C3 Alkyl, Phenyl oder Benzyl; Aralkyl (C1-C4), Heterocyclyl; Hetero-
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cyclylalkyl (C1-C4);
R6b steht für H oder R6a oder R6b, N, und R6a bilden zusammen einen C3-C8 Ring, der ein bis drei Stickstoffa-
tome, null bis zwei Sauerstoffatome, null bis zwei Schwefelatome, Alkoxy, CO2H, CONH2, =NOH, =NOCONH2,
=O enthält;
und wobei Aryl Phenyl oder Naphthyl ist, Heterocyclyl ein 5, 6 oder 7-gliedriger Ring ist, der ein bis drei Stick-
stoffatome sowie null bis zwei Sauerstoffatome, null bis zwei Schwefelatome umfasst, und an den Kohlen-
stoffen oder Stickstoffen des Ringes wie Aryl substituiert sein kann;
oder ein pharmazeutisch akzeptables Salz davon, vorausgesetzt dass R3 nicht Methyl und R8 nicht Alkyl
 COOH ist.

2. Verbindung nach Anspruch 1, wobei R3 für eine C1-8 Alkyl, C3-7 Cycloylkyl, C4-8 Cycloalkylalkyl, Aryl oder Ar(C1-4)
alkyl-Gruppe steht; R6a für eine C1-8 Alkyl, C3-7 Cycloalkyl, C4-8 Cycloalkylalkyl, Aryl oder Ar(C1-4)alkyl-Gruppe,
oder eine Heterocyclyl (C1-4) Alkyl-Gruppe steht; R6b für ein Wasserstoffatom oder eine C1-8 Alkyl, C3-7 Cycloalkyl,
C4-8 Cycloalkylalkyl, Aryl oder Ar(C1-4)alkyl-Gruppe steht; oder
-NR6aR6b zusammen einen 5-gliedrigen oder 6-gliedrigen Ring bilden, der gegebenenfalls ein oder mehrere zu-
sätzliche Heteroatome enthält; und R8 für ein Wasserstoffatom oder eine C1-8 Alkyl, C3-7 Cycloalkyl, C4-8 Cyclo-
alkylalkyl, Aryl, Ar(C1-4)alkyl, Pyridyl oder Pyridyl(C1-4)alkyl-Gruppe steht.

3. Verbindung nach Anspruch 2, wobei R3 für eine C1-8 Alkyl-Gruppe, eine Ar(C1-4)alkyl-Gruppe, oder eine C3-7
Cycloalkyl-Gruppe steht.

4. Verbindung nach Anspruch 2, wobei R6a für eine C1-8 Alkyl-Gruppe und R6b für ein Wasserstoffatom stehen.

5. Verbindung nach Anspruch 2, wobei R8 für eine C3-7 Cycloalkyl-Gruppe steht.

6. Verbindung nach Anspruch 5, wobei R8 für eine Cyclopropyl-Gruppe steht.

7. Verbindung nach Anspruch 2, wobei R8 für eine C1-8 Alkyl-Gruppe steht.

8. Verbindung nach Anspruch 7, wobei R8 für eine Isopropyl-Gruppe steht.

9. Verbindung nach Anspruch 1, ausgewählt aus 8-Cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-(3-methylbutyl)-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopro-
pyl-3-ethyl-6-propylamino-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-methylamino-3H-purin; 3-Butyl-8-cyclopropyl-
6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-3-cyclopropylmethyl-
6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyl-3H-purin; 3-Benzyl-6-ethylamino-8-(1-methy-
lethyl)-3H-purin; 3-Cyclohexylmethyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 3-Cyclopropylmethyl-8-isopropyl-
6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 3-Ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purin; 3-Ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purin;
3-Ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purin; 3-Ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 3-(4-Chlorobenzyl)-
6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purin; 3-(4-Chlorobenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purin; 6-Benzylamino-8-cy-
clopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-6-hexylamino-3-propyl-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-3-propyl-6-(4-pyridyl-
methylamino)-3H-purin; 6-Cyclopentyl-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purin; 6-Butylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-
purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-6-(2-hydroxyethylamino)-3-propyl-3H-purin; 6-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzylamino)-
8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purin; 6-Amino-8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purin; 3-Ethyl-6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopro-
pyl-3H-purin; 6-Cyclohexylamino-8-isopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purin; 6-Cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyl-3-propyl-3H-pu-
rin; 3-Ethyl-6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-3H-purin; 3-(4-Chlorobenzyl)-6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyl-
3H-purin; 6-Cyclopentylamino-3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-8-isopropyl-3H-purin; 3-(2-Chlorobenzyl)-
6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-6-diethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purinhydrochlorid; 8-Cyclo-
propyl-6-(3-pentylamino)-3-propyl-3H-purinhydrochlorid; 6-Ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3-(4-pyridylmethyl)-3H-purin;
3-Ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 3-Ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-6-benzylamino-3H-purin; 3-Ethyl-8-cyclopentyl-
6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 3-Cyclohexylmethyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 8-Cylcopropyl-6-ethylamino-
3-(3-methylbutyl)-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-3-ethyl-6-propylamino-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-3-cyclopropylmethyl-
6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 3-Cyclopropylmethyl-8-isopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 3-Ethyl-8-isopropyl-6-benzyl-
amino-3H-purin; 3-Butyl-8-cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3H-purin; 8-Cyclopropyl-6-ethylamino-3-propyl-3H-purin;
8-Cyclopropyl-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyl-3H-purin; 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-
8-isopropyl-3H-purin; sowie 3-Ethyl-6-ethylamino-8-((3-cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxy)benzyl)-3H-purin, und deren
pharmazeutisch akzeptablen Salze.

10. Verbindung nach Anspruch 1, die ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe bestehend aus 3-(4-Chlorobenzyl)-6-ethylamino-
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8-isopropyl-3H-purin; 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purin; 6-Cyclopentyl-
8-cyclopropyl-3-propyl-3H-purin, sowie deren pharmazeutisch akzeptablen Salze.

11. Verbindung nach Anspruch 3, wobei R3 für eine C1-4 Alkyl-Gruppe steht.

12. Verbindung nach Anspruch 2, wobei R6a für Methyl oder Ethyl und R6b für ein Wasserstoffatom stehen.

13. Verbindung nach Anspruch 2, wobei R3 für Propyl steht.

14. Verbindung nach Anspruch 2, wobei R3 für substituiertes sowie unsubstituiertes Benzyl steht.

15. Verbindung nach Anspruch 2, wobei R3 für Cyclopropylmethyl steht.

16. Pharmazeutische Zusammensetzung umfassend eine Verbindung mit der chemischen Struktur wie in den Ansprü-
chen 1 - 15 ausgeführt, mit der Ausnahme von 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-
3H-purin.

17. Pharmazeutisches Präparat nach Anspruch 16, zur oralen Verabreichung, umfassend feste Arzneiformen wie etwa
Tabletten und Kapseln, die hergestellt werden können durch herkömmliche pharmazeutische Mittel mit pharma-
zeutisch akzeptablen Hilfsstoffen wie etwa Bindemitteln oder Gleitmitteln, sowie umfassend flüssige Arzneiformen
umfassend Lösungen, Sirupe oder Suspensionen, hergestellt durch herkömmliche Mittel mit pharmazeutisch ak-
zeptablen Hilfsstoffen, wie etwa Benetzungsmitteln, Suspendiermitteln, Emulgatoren und Geschmacksstoffen.

18. Pharmazeutisches Präparat nach Anspruch 16 zur parenteralen Verabreichung in Form steriler wässriger oder
nicht-wässriger Lösungen, Suspensionen oder Emulsionen, welche stabilisierende, suspendierende oder disper-
gierende Mittel enthalten können, oder in Form von festen Zusammensetzungen wie etwa Pulvern, die mit einem
geeigneten Träger wie etwa steriles Wasser oder ein anderes steriles injizierbares Medium vor der Verwendung
rekonstituiert werden können.

19. Pharmazeutisches Präparat gemäß Anspruch 16, zur Verabreichung mittels Inhalation, wobei der aktive Bestand-
teil über ein Aerosol oder einen Vernebler abgegeben werden kann und in Form eines Feststoffes, einer Suspen-
sion oder einer Lösung vorliegen kann.

20. Pharmazeutisches Präparat nach Anspruch 16, in einer Arzneiform für die sofortige Freisetzung oder nachhaltige
Freisetzung der Verbindung.

21. Verwendung einer Verbindung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 - 15, mit der Ausnahme von 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-
4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purin, oder mindestens eines pharmazeutisch akzeptablen Sal-
zes davon, für die Herstellung eines pharmazeutischen Präparats mit PDE IV-inhibitorischer Wirkung.

22. Verwendung einer Verbindung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 - 15, mit der Ausnahme von 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-
4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purin, oder mindestens eines pharmazeutisch akzeptablen Sal-
zes davon, für die Herstellung eines pharmazeutischen Präparates zur Behandlung von Asthma.

23. Verwendung einer Verbindung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 - 15, mit der Ausnahme von 3-(3-Cyclopentyloxy-
4-methoxybenzyl)-6-ethylamino-8-isopropyl-3H-purin, oder mindestens eines pharmazeutisch akzeptablen Sal-
zes davon, für die Herstellung eines pharmazeutischen Präparats für die Behandlung von Allergien, Entzündungen,
Depression, atopische Krankheiten, Rhinitis, Demenz und Krankheitszustände, die mit einem abnormal hohen
physiologischen Niveau von Cytokin einhergehen.

24. Verfahren zur Herstellung der Verbindungen gemäß Anspruch 1, umfassend das Umsetzen einer Verbindung der
Formel (IV)
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mit einer Verbindung der Formel (V):

in Gegenwart oder Abwesenheit eines geeigneten Reaktionsmediums und bei einer Temperatur von etwa 0° C
bis etwa 100° C, wobei R3, R6a7R6b und R8 wie für Formel (I) definiert sind.

25. Verfahren nach Anspruch 24, wobei ein Lösungsmittel für die Reaktion aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Wasser,
Alkohol, Kohlenwasserstoffen, sowie halogenierten Kohlenwasserstoffen ausgewählt ist.

26. Verfahren nach Anspruch 24, wobei Verbindungen der Formel (II) durch Thionierung der entsprechenden 6-Oxo-
Verbindungen herstellt werden.

27. Verfahren nach Anspruch 26, wobei die Thionierung durch Behandeln einer Suspension der 6-Oxo-Verbindung in
Pyridin mit einem molaren Überschuss von Phosphorpentasulfid durchgeführt wird.

28. Verfahren zur Herstellung der Verbindungen nach Anspruch 1, umfassend das Reduzieren von Verbindungen der
Formel (II):

wobei R3, R6a, R6b und R8 wie in Formel (I) definiert sind, unter Verwendung eines geeigneten Reduktionsmittels.

29. Verfahren nach Anspruch 28, wobei die Reduktion katalytisch bewirkt wird.

30. Verfahren nach Anspruch 28, wobei die Reduktion in einem geeigneten Lösungsmittel, ausgewählt aus einem
Alkohol, einem Kohlenwasserstoff oder Wasser bewirkt wird.

31. Verfahren nach Anspruch 28, wobei die Reduktion unter Verwendung eines Alkalimetalls in flüssigem Ammoniak
oder Hydrazin in Gegenwart einer Base bewirkt wird.

32. Verfahren nach Anspruch 28, wobei die Verbindungen der Formel (II) aus den entsprechenden 2,6-Dithioxanthin-

R6aR6bNH (V)
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Derivaten der Formel (III):

durch Umsetzung mit einem Amin R6aR6bNH gemäß dem Verfahren des Anspruches 24 hergestellt werden, wobei
R3, R6a, R6b und R8 wie bei Formel (I) definiert sind.

33. Verfahren nach Anspruch 28, wobei die Verbindungen der Formel (III) aus dem entsprechenden 2-Thioxanthin-
Derivat durch Thionierung herstellt werden.

Revendications

1. Composé ayant la formule (I):

ou R3 représente un alkyle C1-8 qui est non-ramifié ou ramifié et non-subsitué ou substitué par OH, un groupe
alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un cycloalkyle C3-8 qui est non-substitué ou substitué par OH, un
groupe alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un cycloalkylalkyle C4-8 où la partie cycloalkyle est non-subs-
tituée ou substituée par OH, un groupe alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un aryle qui est non-substitué
ou substitué par Cl, NH2, un groupe alkylamino, dialkylamino, amido, alkylamido C1-8, et un groupe dialkylamido
OH C1-3, un groupe alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, un alkyle C1-C3, un phényle ou un benzyle, un aralkyle (C1-C4),
un hétérocyclyle, un groupe hétérocyclylalkyle (C1-C4),

R6a représente H ou un alkyle C1-8 qui est non-ramifié ou ramifié et non-subsitué ou substitué par OH, un
groupe alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un cycloalkyle C3-8 qui est non-substitué ou substitué par
OH, un groupe alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un cycloalkylalkyle C4-8 dans lequel la partie cy-
cloalkyle est non-substituée ou substituée par OH, un groupe alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un
aryle qui est non-substitué ou substitué par Cl, NH2, un groupe alkylamino, dialkylamino, amido, alkylamido
C1-8, et un groupe dialkylamido OH C1-3, , un groupe alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, un alkyle C1-C3, un
phényle ou un benzyle, un aralkyle (C1-C4), un hétérocyclyle, un groupe hétérocyclylalkyle (C1-C4),
R8 représente un alkyle C1-8 qui est non-ramifié ou ramifié et non-subsitué ou substitué par OH, un alkoxy,
CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un cycloalkyle C3-8 qui est non-substitué ou substitué par OH, un groupe
alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un groupe cycloalkylalkyle C4-8 dans lequel la partie cycloalkyle
est non-substituée ou substituée par OH, un groupe alkoxy, CO2H, =NOH, =NOCONH2, ou =O, un aryle qui
est non-substitué ou substitué par Cl, NH2, un groupe alkylamino, dialkylamino, amido, alkylamido C1-8, et un
groupe dialkylamido OH C1-3,, un groupe alkoxy, C=NOH, C=NOCONH2, un alkyle C1-C3, un phényle ou un
benzyle, un aralkyle (C1-C4), un hétérocyclyle, un groupe hétérocyclylalkyle (C1-C4),
R6b représente H ou R6a, ou ensemble R6b, N, et R6a constituent un anneau C3-C8 contenant de un à trois
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atomes d'azote, de zéro à deux atomes d'oxygène, de zéro à deux atomes de soufre, un groupe alkoxy, CO2H,
CONH2, =NOH, =NOCONH2, =O,

et où l'aryle est un phényle ou un naphtyle, le groupe hétérocyclyle est un anneau à 5, 6 ou 7 éléments
incluant de un à trois atomes d'azote et de zéro à deux atomes d'oxygène, de zéro à deux atomes de soufre,
et peut être substitué comme dans l'aryle sur les carbones ou azotes de cet anneau,

ou un sel pharmaceutiquement acceptable de ceux-ci, pourvu que R3 ne soit pas un méthyle et R8 ne
soit pas un alkyle-COOH.

2. Composé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel R3 représente un groupe alkyle C1-8, cycloalkyle C3-7, cycloalky-
lalkyle C4-8, aryle ou ar(C1-4)alkyle, R6a représente un groupe alkyle C1-8, cycloalkyle C3-7, cycloalkylalkyle C4-8,
aryle ou ar(C1-4)alkyle, ou un groupe hétérocyclyle alkyle (C1-4), R6b représente un atome d'hydrogène ou un
groupe alkyle C1-8, cycloalkyle C3-7, cycloalkylalkyle C4-8, aryle ou ar(C1-4)alkyle, ou

- NR6aR6b forment ensemble un anneau à 5 éléments ou 6 éléments, lequel anneau contient de manière fa-
cultative un ou plusieurs hétéroatomes supplémentaires, et R8 représente un atome d'hydrogène ou un groupe
alkyle C1-8, cycloalkyle C3-7, cycloalkylalkyle C4-8, aryle, ar(C1-4)alkyle, pyridyle ou pyridyl(C1-4)alkyle.

3. Composé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel R3 représente un groupe alkyle C1-8, un groupe ar(C1-4)alkyle, ou
un groupe cycloalkyle C3-7.

4. Composé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel R6a représente un groupe alkyle C1-8, et R6b représente un atome
d'hydrogène.

5. Composé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel R8 représente un groupe cycloalkyle C3-7.

6. Composé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel R8 représente un groupe cyclopropyle.

7. Composé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel R8 représente un groupe alkyle C1-8.

8. Composé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel R8 représente un groupe isopropyle.

9. Composé selon la revendication 1, qui est sélectionné parmi les composés suivants :

8-cyclopropyle-6-éthylamino-3-(3-méthylbutyle)-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-3-éthyle-6-propylamine-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-3-éthyle-6-méthylamino-3H-purine,
3-butyle-8-cyclopropyle-6-éthylamine-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-6-éthylamino-3-propyle-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-3-cyclopropylméthyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyle-3H-purine,
3-benzyle-6-éthylamino-8-(1-méthyléthyle)-3H-purine,
3-cyclohexylméthyle-8-cyclopropyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
3-cyclopropylméthyle-8-isopropyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-8-isopropyle-6-benzylamino-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-8-isopropyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-8-cyclopentyle-6-benzylamino-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-8-cyclopentyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
3-(4-chlorobenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine,
3-(4-chlorobenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine,
6-benzylamino-8-cyclopropyle-3-propyle-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-6-hexylamino-3-propyle-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-3-propyle-6-(4-pyridylméthylamino)-3H-purine,
6-cyclopentyle-8-cyclopropyle-3-propyle-3H-purine,
6-butylamino-8-cyclopropyle-3-propyle-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-6-(2-hydroxyéthylamino)-3-propyle-3H-purine,
6-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-méthoxy-benzylamino)-8-cyclopropyle-3-propyle-3H-purine,
6-amino-8-cyclopropyle-3-propyle-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine,
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6-cyclohexylamino-8-isopropyle-3-propyle-3H-purine,
6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyle-3-propyle-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyle-3H-purine,
3-(4-chlorobenzyle)-6-cyclopentylamino-8-cyclopropyle-3H-purine,
6-cyclopentylamino-3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-méthoxybenzyle)-8-isopropyle-3H-purine,
3-(2-chlorobenzyle)-6-cyclopentylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine,
hydrochlorure de 8-cyclopropyle-6-diéthylamino-3-propyle-3H-purine,
hydrochlorure de 8-cyclopropyle-6-(3-pentylamino)-3-propyle-3H-purine,
6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3-(4-pyridylméthyle)3H-purine,
3-éthyle-8-isopropyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-8-cyclopentyle-6-benzylamino-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-8-cyclopentyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
3-cyclohexylméthyle-8-cyclopropyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-6-éthylamino-3-(3-méthylbutyle)-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-3-éthyle-6-propylamino-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-3-cyclopropylméthyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
3-cyclopropylméthyle-8-isopropyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
3-éthyle-8-isopropyle-6-benzylamino-3H-purine,
3-butyle-8-cyclopropyle-6-éthylamino-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-6-éthylamino-3-propyle-3H-purine,
8-cyclopropyle-6-cyclopropylamino-3-propyle-3H-purine,
3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-méthoxybenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine, et
3-éthyle-6-éthylamino-8-((3-cyclopentyloxy-4-méthoxy)benzyle)-3H-purine, et leurs sels pharmaceutique-
ment acceptables.

10. Composé selon la revendication 1, qui est sélectionné parmi le groupe constitué de :

3-(4-chlorobenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine,
3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-méthoxybenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine,
6-cyclopentyle-8-cyclopropyle-3-propyle-3H-purine, et leurs sels pharmaceutiquement acceptables.

11. Composé selon la revendication 3, dans lequel R3 représente un groupe alkyle C1-4.

12. Composé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel R6a représente un méthyle ou un éthyle et un R6b représente un
atome d'hydrogène.

13. Composé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel R3 représente un propyle.

14. Composé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel R3 représente un benzyle substitué et non-substitué.

15. Composé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel R3 représente un cyclopropylméthyle.

16. Composition pharmaceutique comportant un composé ayant la structure chimique établie dans les revendications
1 à 15, à l'exception d'un comportant le composé

3-(3-cyclopentyloxy-4-méthoxybenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine.

17. Préparation pharmaceutique selon la revendication 16, pour une administration orale incluant des formules de
dosage solides telles que des comprimés et des capsules qui peuvent être préparées par des moyens pharma-
ceutiques classiques à l'aide d'excipients pharmaceutiquement acceptables tels que des liants et des agents lu-
brifiants, et des formes de dosage liquides incluant des solutions, sirops et suspensions préparés par des moyens
classiques à l'aide d'adjuvants pharmaceutiquement acceptables tels que des agents humidifiants, des agents de
suspension, des agents émulsifiants et des agents aromatisants.

18. Préparation pharmaceutique selon la revendication 16, pour une administration parentérale sous la forme de so-
lutions, suspensions ou émulsions stériles aqueuses ou non-aqueuses qui peuvent contenir des agents stabili-
sants, de suspension ou dispersants, ou sous la forme de compositions solides telles que des poudres qui peuvent
être reconstituées à l'aide d'un véhicule adapté tel que de l'eau stérile ou un autre milieu injectable stérile avant
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utilisation.

19. Préparation pharmaceutique selon la revendication 16, pour une administration par inhalation, dans lequel l'ingré-
dient actif peut être délivré via un aérosol ou un nébuliseur, et peut être présent sous forme d'un solide, d'une
suspension ou d'une solution.

20. Préparation pharmaceutique selon la revendication 16, sous une forme de dosage pour une libération immédiate
ou une libération prolongée du composé.

21. Utilisation d'un composé selon l'une quelconque des revendications 1 à 15, à l'exception du composé 3-(3-cyclo-
pentyloxy-4-méthoxybenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine, ou d'au moins un sel pharmaceutiquement
acceptable de celui-ci, pour la production d'une préparation pharmaceutique ayant une activité d'inhibition de PDE
IV.

22. Utilisation d'un composé selon l'une quelconque des revendications 1 à 15, à l'exception du composé 3-(3-cyclo-
pentyloxy-4- méthoxybenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine, ou d'au moins un sel pharmaceutiquement
acceptable de celui-ci, pour la production d'une préparation pharmaceutique pour le traitement de l'asthme.

23. Utilisation d'un composé selon l'une quelconque des revendications 1 à 15, à l'exception du composé 3-(3-cyclo-
pentyloxy-4-méthoxybenzyle)-6-éthylamino-8-isopropyle-3H-purine, ou d'au moins un sel pharmaceutiquement
acceptable de celui-ci, pour la production d'une préparation pharmaceutique pour le traitement d'allergies, d'une
inflammation, d'une dépression, de maladies atopiques, de rhinites, de démence et d'états maladifs associés à
des niveaux physiologiques anormalement élevés de cytokine.

24. Procédé de préparation des composés selon la revendication 1, comportant la réaction d'un composé ayant la
formule (IV)

avec un composé ayant la formule (V)

en présence ou absence d'un milieu de réaction adapté et à une température comprise entre environ 0°C et environ
100°C, où R3, R6a, R6b et R8 sont comme défini pour la formule (I).

25. Procédé selon la revendication 24, dans lequel un solvant pour la réaction est sélectionné parmi le groupe constitué
d'eau, d'alcool, d'hydrocarbures, et d'hydrocarbures halogénés.

26. Procédé selon la revendication 24, dans lequel des composés ayant la formule (II) sont préparés par thionation
des composés 6-oxo correspondants.

27. Procédé selon la revendication 26, dans lequel la thionation est effectuée en traitant une suspension du composé
6-oxo dans de la pyridine avec un excès molaire de pentasulfure de phosphore.

28. Procédé de préparation des composés selon la revendication 1, comportant la réduction des composés ayant la

R6aR6bNH (V)
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formule (II) :

où R3, R6a, R6b, R8 sont comme défini pour la formule (I), en utilisant un agent réducteur adapté.

29. Procédé selon la revendication 28, dans lequel la réduction est effectuée de manière catalytique.

30. Procédé selon la revendication 28, dans lequel la réduction est effectuée dans un solvant adapté sélectionné parmi
un alcool, un hydrocarbure ou de l'eau.

31. Procédé selon la revendication 28, dans lequel la réduction est effectuée en utilisant un métal alcalin dans de
l'ammoniaque liquide ou de l'hydrazine en présence d'une base.

32. Procédé selon la revendication 28, dans lequel les composés ayant la formule (II) sont préparés à partir des dérivés
de 2,6-dithioxanthine correspondants ayant la formule (III) :

par réaction avec une amine R6aR6bNH selon le procédé de la revendication 24, dans lequel R3, R6a, R6b et R8
sont comme défini pour la formule (I).

33. Procédé selon la revendication 28, dans lequel les composés ayant la formule (III) sont préparés à partir du dérivé
de 2-thioxanthine correspondant par thionation.
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