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(54) Casing for portable electronic apparatus

(57) Casing for a telephone or any other touch screen
electronic apparatus comprising a rigid shell (1) closed
at the upper part by a sheet (34) made of semirigid trans-
parent synthetic material hinged to a side of the shell (1)
and kept closed by suitable means.
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Description

[0001] The present invention refers to portable elec-
tronic apparatus incorporating one or more functions,
such as for example cellular phones, i-pods or the like.
[0002] These apparatus comprise a body in which
there are housed the actuation circuit, a keypad for dig-
itising the controls, a screen which displays the informa-
tion for the user and in the case of telephones at least
one microphone and a speaker.
[0003] The most recent generation of these apparatus
uses a touch screen digitizing system, in which controls
are imparted by means of physical contact of an object
or finger with a given area of the screen instead of using
mechanical controls.
[0004] Touch screens of the most recent applications
are of the capacitive type, and they exploit the variation
of the dielectric capacity typical of capacitors.
[0005] The telephone glass is covered by a thin layer
of metal oxide on the outer part.
[0006] A voltage that propagates uniformly over the
entire surface of the screen due to the metal oxide is
applied to the four corners of the panel; when the finger
or electricity conductor material touches the screen there
occurs a surface capacity variation, which is read by a
matrix of capacitors on a panel arranged beneath the
glass surface.
[0007] The present invention specifically refers to ap-
paratus provided with a touch screen digitizing system
of the capacitive type.
[0008] This type of apparatus has a screen with dimen-
sions as large as possible compatibly with the dimen-
sions of the apparatus, the screen being subject to wear,
scratches or other deteriorations during the use of the
apparatus.
[0009] This drawback is overcome by applying on the
screen, before the apparatus is placed in the market, a
thin disposable sheet made of transparent self-adhesive
synthetic material.
[0010] This thin layer is made of material suitable not
to jeopardize the operation of the touch screen, given
that it does not jeopardize the capacitive effect of the
finger used to touch the screen
[0011] It has a limited duration given that it is intended
to be removed should the apparatus be used for the first
time.
[0012] All the apparatus provided with a capacitive
touch screen face the problem of protecting the appara-
tus and the screen against damage and wear that occurs
during the life of the apparatus.
[0013] For such purpose, there are known box-shaped
casings, provided with a rigid cover which is easily
opened during the use of the apparatus, and closed
thereafter.
[0014] The cover covers at least the touch screen, pre-
venting use thereof.
[0015] These casings are not uncomfortable, in that
whenever the apparatus is used (for example for a re-

ceived call) they require to be opened.
[0016] It was thought of providing casings that leave
the screen uncovered, in turn protected by a thin dispos-
able sheet made of self-adhesive transparent synthetic
material similar to the one applied by the manufacturer.
[0017] However, these casings do not offer any me-
chanical protection to the screen, which is the most vul-
nerable part of the apparatus.
[0018] An essential characteristic of the transparent
protections for the screen, according to the known art,
lies in that they should be placed at intimate contact with
the screen so as not to jeopardize the touch-sensitive
functionality.
[0019] Furthermore, this type of protection reveals an
insufficient duration.
[0020] The object of the present invention is to provide
a device for the protection of an electronic apparatus pro-
vided with a touch screen capable of overcoming the pre-
viously mentioned drawbacks.
[0021] This object is attained by a protection casing
having the characteristics mentioned in the independent
claims.
[0022] The casing according to the invention is made
up of a rigid parallelepiped-shaped shell having an open-
able side constituted by, or comprising, a transparent
flexible sheet made of synthetic material having suitable
electric characteristics, such as PET (polyethylene
terephthalate) and having a thickness comprised be-
tween 0.3 and 0.6 mm, preferably 0.4 mm.
[0023] Said sheet is intended to cover the screen being
arranged in proximity of the same without being at inti-
mate contact, it is sufficiently rigid to protect the screen
even against impacts, and it does not jeopardize the
touch-sensitive functionality of the screen.
[0024] Actually, by pressing the sheet, for example us-
ing a finger, the underlying screen generates the required
signal with absolute precision.
[0025] The document KR 100 942 340 B1 discloses a
casing for an electronic apparatus provided with a touch
screen comprising a rigid shell upperly closed by a rigid
sheet hinged to a side of the shell and comprising a por-
tion made of a material semirigid and transparent.
[0026] No indication is given about the characteristic
of said material.
[0027] The functional and construction characteristics
of the invention will be clear from the detailed description
that follows, which with the help of the attached drawings
illustrates a preferred solution thereof provided by way
of nonlimiting example.

Fig 1 shows the plan view of the invention, in open
condition.
Fig 2 shows the invention of Fig 1 seen from one side.
Fig 3 shows the invention of Fig 1 seen from the
other side.
Fig 4 shows the invention of Fig 1 seen from IV.
Fig 5 shows the invention of Fig 1 seen closed.
Fig 6 shows an enlarged detail of Fig 5.
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[0028] The figures show the rigid shell 1, made of rigid
synthetic material and provided with a first opening 11
on the bottom.
[0029] The shell 1 also comprises openings 12 on the
sides, one of which is upper. The openings 12 are posi-
tioned so as to allow access to the plugs and other op-
erative members of the telephone.
[0030] In the illustrated example the rigid shell 1 is con-
tained in a flexible casing 2 which covers both the bottom
and the open upper side thereof.
[0031] The flexible casing 2 has a portion 31 stuck to
the bottom and it is extended beyond the sticking with a
portion 32, which serves as a hinge and it has a width
equivalent to the bottom and a length at least equivalent
to the thickness of the shell 1.
[0032] The portion 32 has holes 33 which, with the cas-
ing closed, are superimposed to one of the openings 12
of the shell.
[0033] Beyond the flexible portion 32 there is extended
a semi-rigid portion, adapted to cover the open side of
the shell, which is constituted by a transparent sheet 34
made of polyethylene terephthalate, also referred to as
capacitive PET, having a thickness of 0.4 mm and con-
tained in a frame 35 made of the same material as the
portion 32.
[0034] The transparent semi-rigid portion comprises
further openings 36 adapted to allow access to plugs or
members of the telephone.
[0035] The free side of the frame distant from the por-
tion 32 has a tab 37 provided with a permanent magnet
38 adapted to be superimposed, with casing closed, with
analogous magnet 39 fixed to the edge of the shell.
[0036] When the apparatus 40 is inserted into the cas-
ing and the latter is closed (Fig 5), the transparent portion
is in proximity, though not perfectly in contact, with the
screen of the telephone and leaves the icon present ther-
eon clearly visible.
[0037] By pressing a finger on the screen at an icon
the desired icon is digitized by pressing the sheet 34
which is deformed as illustrated in Fig 5.
[0038] It should be understood that the invention is not
limited to the example described above and that it may
be subjected to variants and improvements without de-
parting from the scope of protection of the claims that
follow.

Claims

1. Casing for a telephone or any other touch screen
electronic apparatus comprising a rigid shell closed
at the upper part by a flexible sheet hinged to a side
of the shell and kept closed by suitable means, com-
prising a portion made of semi-rigid transparent syn-
thetic material characterised in that the sheet made
of synthetic material is made using polyethylene
terephthalate, also referred to as capacitive PET
having a thickness comprised between 0.3 and 0.6

mm, preferably 0.4 mm.

2. Casing according to claim 1 characterised in that
the shell and the sheet made of semi-rigid transpar-
ent synthetic material have openings for allowing ac-
cess to plugs or other members of the apparatus
contained in the casing.

3. Casing according to claim 1 characterised in that
the means that hold the sheet flexible in closed po-
sition on the shell are magnetic means.
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