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(54) System and method for controlling combustion instabilites in gas turbine systems

(57) A gas turbine system (10) and a method for con-
trolling combustion instability in a combustion section
(14) of a gas turbine system (10) are disclosed. The gas
turbine system (10) includes a compressor section (12),
a turbine section (16) connected to the compressor sec-
tion (12), and a combustor section (14) connected to the
compressor section (12) and the turbine section (16). The

combustor section (14) includes a plurality of combustors
(20). The combustor section (14) further includes at least
one igniter for igniting a fuel-air mixture within each of
the plurality of combustors (20) into a hot gas. The gas
turbine system (10) further includes a control system for
controlling a velocity of the hot gas in at least one of the
plurality of combustors (20) by controlling an operating
parameter of the fuel-air mixture.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present disclosure is generally related to
gas turbine systems, and more particularly to systems
and methods for controlling combustion instabilities in
gas turbine systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Gas turbine systems are widely utilized in fields
such as power generation. A conventional gas turbine
system includes a compressor section, a combustor sec-
tion, and a turbine section. In a conventional gas turbine
system, compressed air is provided from the compressor
section to the combustor section. The air entering the
combustor section is mixed with fuel and combusted. Hot
gases of combustion flow from the combustor section to
the turbine section to drive the gas turbine system and
generate power.
[0003] Recently, the development of flexible fuel gas
turbine systems has improved the performance of such
systems. Flexible fuel systems are adaptable to a wide
range of fuels with various fuel compositions and heat
capacities. These systems have led to improvements in
power generation and efficiency and reductions in NOx
emissions.
[0004] However, the development and use of flexible
fuel gas turbine systems has led to increases in combus-
tion instabilities during operation. For example, the use
of highly reactive fuel blends has led to increases in com-
bustion instabilities, such as combustion noise, flashback
and/or flame holding, which can damage or destroy the
combustor section and gas turbine system.
[0005] Thus, improved systems and methods for con-
trolling combustion instabilities in a gas turbine system
would be desired in the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Aspects and advantages of the invention are
set forth below in the following description, or may be
obvious from the description, or may be learned through
practice of the invention.
[0007] In one aspect, a gas turbine system is disclosed.
The gas turbine system includes a compressor section,
a turbine section connected to the compressor section,
and a combustor section connected to the compressor
section and the turbine section. The combustor section
includes a plurality of combustors, each of the plurality
of combustors including an outer shell defining a cham-
ber therein. Each of plurality of combustors is in fluid com-
munication with the compressor section for flowing air to
each of the plurality of chambers and further includes at
least one injector for injecting a fuel into the chamber
such that the air and fuel form an air-fuel mixture. The
combustor section further includes at least one igniter for

igniting the fuel-air mixture within each of the plurality of
combustors into a hot gas. The gas turbine system further
includes a control system for controlling a velocity of the
hot gas in at least one of the plurality of combustors by
controlling an operating parameter of the fuel-air mixture.
[0008] In another aspect, a method for controlling com-
bustion instability in a combustion section of a gas turbine
system is disclosed. The method includes determining a
velocity of a hot gas in a combustor of the combustion
section, and adjusting an operating parameter of the fu-
el-air mixture. The combustor includes an outer shell de-
fining a chamber therein. The combustor is in fluid com-
munication with a compressor section of the turbine sys-
tem for flowing air to the chamber and further includes
at least one injector for injecting a fuel into the chamber
such that the air and fuel form an air-fuel mixture. The
combustor section further includes at least one igniter for
igniting the fuel-air mixture within the combustor into the
hot gas.
[0009] Those of ordinary skill in the art will better ap-
preciate the features and aspects of such embodiments,
and others, upon review of the specification.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described, by way of example only, with reference to
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a gas turbine
system according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of a gas turbine
system according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of several portions
of a gas turbine system according to one embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a combustor ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a combustor ac-
cording to another embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a combustor ac-
cording to another embodiment of the present dis-
closure; and

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a combustor ac-
cording to another embodiment of the present dis-
closure.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0011] Reference will now be made in detail to present
embodiments of the invention, one or more examples of
which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. The
detailed description uses numerical and letter designa-
tions to refer to features in the drawings. Like or similar
designations in the drawings and description have been
used to refer to like or similar parts of the invention.
[0012] Each example is provided by way of explanation
of the invention, not limitation of the invention. In fact, it
will be apparent to those skilled in the art that modifica-
tions and variations can be made in the present invention
without departing from the scope or spirit thereof. For
instance, features illustrated or described as part of one
embodiment may be used on another embodiment to
yield a still further embodiment. Thus, it is intended that
the present invention covers such modifications and var-
iations as come within the scope of the appended claims
and their equivalents.
[0013] FIGS. 1 and 2 are schematic diagrams of vari-
ous embodiments of a gas turbine system 10. The system
10 may include a compressor section 12, a combustor
section 14, and a turbine section 16. The compressor
section 12 and turbine section 16 may be coupled by a
shaft 18. The shaft 18 may be a single shaft or a plurality
of shaft segments coupled together to form shaft 18.
[0014] The combustor section 14 of a gas turbine sys-
tem 10 may include a plurality of combustors 20, also
known as combustor cans, (one of which is shown in
each of FIGS. 3 through 7). Typically, the combustors 20
are positioned in an annular array about a central axis.
As discussed below, air and fuel may be provided to each
of the combustors 20 and mixed therein. Igniters (not
shown) positioned in or adjacent to one or more of the
combustors 20 may ignite the air-fuel mixture, causing
combustion thereof into a hot gas.
[0015] Air is typically provided to the combustor section
14 from the compressor section 12 after being com-
pressed, as is generally known in the art. Fuel may be
provided to each of the combustors 20 in the combustor
section from a fuel source 22. The fuel source may be
any suitable source that provides a suitable fuel to the
system 10. Suitable fuels according to the prevent dis-
closure include any suitable gas or liquid fuels, such as
natural gas or an oil. Further, suitable fuels include fuels
and fuel compositions that may be utilized in flexible fuel
gas turbine systems, such as fuel compositions including
hydrogen, relatively high amounts of hydrocarbons,
and/or having relatively high lower heating values.
[0016] The system 10 may further include a generator
24. Power generated through operation of the compres-
sor section 12, combustor section 14, and turbine section
16 is provided to and stored in the generator 24. In ex-
emplary embodiments, the generator 24 is coupled to
the compressor section 12 and turbine section 16 by the
shaft 18. Exhaust gases may be exhausted into the at-
mosphere, to a suitable heat exchanger such as a heat

recovery steam generator ("HRSG") 26 as shown, or to
any other suitable device or apparatus.
[0017] The gas turbine system 10 further includes var-
ious devices and apparatus for controlling combustion
instabilities, such as combustion noise, flashback and/or
flame holding. Control of such combustion instabilities
will allow for reduction and control of the occurrences of
the instabilities, thus allowing for safer operation of the
system 10.
[0018] Thus, the present system 10 further includes a
control system 30. The control system 30 controls the
velocity of the combusted hot gas in one or more of the
plurality of combustors 20. The present inventors have
discovered that control of the velocity of such hot gases
advantageously allows for control of combustion insta-
bilities. For example, control of the velocity of the hot gas
may further control various parameters of the hot gas
flow that contribute to combustion instabilities, such as
amplitude, frequency, and rate of change of combustion
oscillations. Thus, control of the velocity of the hot gas
is practical, efficient, and effective for controlling and min-
imizing combustion instabilities in a system 10.
[0019] The control system 30 may be communicatively
coupled to the combustor section 14, and one or more
combustors thereof, for controlling the velocity of com-
busted hot gases. The communicative coupling may be
through a physical coupling, such as through a wire or
other conduit or umbilical cord, or may be a wireless cou-
pling, such as through an infra-red, cellular, sonic, optical,
or radio frequency based coupling. The control system
30 may include a processor and suitable hardware and
software for monitoring and controlling the velocity of a
hot gas. The control system may be fully or partially man-
ually operated, and/or may be fully or partially automated
through the use of such hardware and software, such as
suitable programming logic. The control system 30 may
be included in a computer or other device suitable for
operation of the control system 30.
[0020] The control system 30 controls the velocity of
the hot gas in one or more of the plurality of combustors
by controlling one or more operating parameters of the
fuel-air mixture. Thus, the control system 30 includes
hardware and software for monitoring the velocity of the
hot gas, monitoring an operating parameter, and adjust-
ing the operating parameter, as discussed. Such hard-
ware and software may include sensors and other suit-
able measurement devices as well as suitable programs
for calculating hot gas velocity, various parameters, and
changes thereof.
[0021] In some embodiments, an operating parameter
may be fuel-air ratio. Thus, the amount of fuel and/or the
amount of air being provided to a combustor 20 to form
the fuel-air mixture may be adjusted by the control system
30 as required to adjust the velocity of the hot gas in the
combustor. For example, the amount of fuel supplied
could be increased or decreased and/or the amount of
air supplied could be increased or decreased as required.
[0022] In other embodiments, an operating parameter
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may be fuel-air mixture composition. Thus, the compo-
sition of the fuel being provided to a combustor 20 to form
the fuel-air mixture may be adjusted by the control system
30 as required to adjust the velocity of the hot gas in the
combustor. For example, the amount of natural gas, oil,
hydrogen, fuels containing relatively high amounts of hy-
drocarbons, fuels having relatively high lower heating val-
ues, and/or other suitable liquids or gases that make up
the fuel may be increased or decreased as required.
[0023] In still other embodiments, an operating param-
eter may be fuel-air mixture velocity. Thus, the velocity
of the fuel, the air, or the combined fuel-air mixture may
be adjusted by the control system 30 as required to adjust
the velocity of the hot gas in the combustor. For example,
the velocity of the fuel, the air, or the combined fuel-air
mixture may be increased or decreased as required.
[0024] In still other embodiments, an operating param-
eter may be turbine load, exhaust gas temperature, ex-
haust gas composition, compressor air pressure, com-
pressor temperature, combustion temperature, combus-
tion noise frequency, combustion noise amplitude, com-
bustion noise velocity, and/or combustion noise acceler-
ation.
[0025] It should be understood that the operating pa-
rameters of the present disclosure are not limited to the
above disclosed examples, and rather that any suitable
operating parameter of the fuel-air mixture that may be
correlated to the velocity of the hot gas in a combustor
20 and adjusted to adjust the velocity of the hot gas in a
combustor 20 are within the scope and spirit of the
present disclosure.
[0026] The system 10 may further include various de-
vices connected to the combustor section 20 to adjust
one or more operating parameters as required by the
control system 30. Each device is thus communicatively
coupled to the control system 30 and controlled thereby.
[0027] For example, in some embodiments, the sys-
tem 10 may include a humidifier 32. The humidifier 32
may be connected to the fuel source 22 and/or to the air
flowing from the compressor 12 to the combustor 14, as
shown in FIG. 1, and/or directly to the combustor section
14 as shown in FIG. 2. For example, in some embodi-
ments wherein the humidifier 32 is directly connected to
the combustor section 14, the humidifier 32 may be di-
rectly connected to one or more injectors, or through the
outer casing, discussed below, or otherwise, of one or
more of combustors 20. The humidifier 32 may add water
and/or steam to the air-fuel mixture as desired or required
to adjust an operating parameter thereof.
[0028] In other embodiments, the system 10 may in-
clude an exhaust gas recirculation device 34. The ex-
haust gas recirculation device 34 may be connected to
the fuel source 22, as shown in FIG. 1, and/or directly to
the combustor section 14 as shown in FIG. 2. For exam-
ple, in embodiments wherein the exhaust gas recircula-
tion device 34 is directly connected to the combustor sec-
tion 14, the exhaust gas recirculation device 34 may be
directly connected to one or more injectors, or through

the outer casing, discussed below, or otherwise, of one
or more of combustors 20. The exhaust gas recirculation
device 34 may further be connected to a HRSG 26, or
may be directly connected to the exhaust from the gen-
erator 24. The exhaust gas recirculation device 34 may
add exhaust gas exhausted from the generator 24 to the
air-fuel mixture as desired or required to adjust an oper-
ating parameter thereof.
[0029] In still other embodiments, the system 10 may
include an inert gas circulation device 36. The inert gas
circulation device 36 may be connected to the fuel source
22, as shown in FIG. 1, and/or directly to the combustor
section 14 as shown in FIG. 2. For example, in embodi-
ments wherein the inert gas circulation device 36 is di-
rectly connected to the combustor section 14, the inert
gas circulation device 36 may be directly connected to
one or more injectors, or through the outer casing, dis-
cussed below, or otherwise, of one or more of combustors
20. The inert gas circulation device 36 may add an inert
gas, such as helium, neon, argon, krypton, xenon, radon,
sulfer, hexaflouride, nitrogen, or any other suitable inert
gas, to the air-fuel mixture as desired or required to adjust
an operating parameter thereof.
[0030] One or more of the combustors 20 may further
include various novel features that may be arranged to
allow for control of the velocity of the hot gas therein. As
shown in FIG. 3 through 7, a combustor 20 according to
the present disclosure may include an outer shell 40 de-
fining a chamber 42 therein. A combustor 20 may further
include one or more injectors 44. Each injector 44 injects
a fuel into the chamber 42. Thus, each injector 44 may
be connected to the outer shell 40 and extend there-
through, and further connected to the fuel source 22, thus
placing the fuel source 22 and combustor in fluid com-
munication for flowing fuel therethrough. Further, it
should be understood that the fuel injected by each in-
jector 44 into the chamber 42 of a combustor 20 may
have a composition and/or velocity that is identical to or
different from those of any other injectors 44 in the com-
bustor 20 and/or combustion section 14.
[0031] Thus, in some embodiments, a combustor 20
may include a plurality of injectors 44. One or more of
the injectors 44 may be positioned adjacent to an inlet
46 of the combustor 20. Another one or more of the in-
jectors 44 may be downstream injectors 48, which are
injectors positioned downstream of the inlet 46 to provide
late injection of fuel into the combustor 20.
[0032] A combustor 20 according to the present dis-
closure may further be in fluid communication with the
compressor section 12 for flowing air to each of the plu-
rality of chambers 42. For example, the outer casing 40
or other suitable component of the combustor 20 may
define one or more apertures 50. The apertures 50 may
allow air flowing from the compressor 12 through a ple-
num 52 surrounding the combustor 20 therethrough and
into the chamber 42 for mixing with the fuel to form a fuel-
air mixture.
[0033] A combustor 20 according to the present dis-
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closure may further advantageously include a plurality of
venturi nozzles 60. A venturi nozzle 60 is a nozzle that
includes a restricted portion 62 as well as an upstream
portion 64 and/or a downstream portion 66. Further up-
stream portion 64 and/or downstream portion 66 gener-
ally taper to the restricted portion 62 such that the re-
stricted portion has a generally smaller cross-sectional
area, thus causing a flow therethrough to have a lower
pressure and higher velocity within the restricted portion.
Each venturi nozzle 60 is positioned in the combustor
20, such as at least partially in the chamber 42 of the
combustor 20, for flowing fuel, air, or the fuel-air mixture
therethrough. For example, a venturi nozzle 60 according
to the present disclosure may be coupled to an injector
44 for flowing fuel therethrough, or may be positioned
adjacent to one or more apertures for flowing air there-
through, or may be generally positioned within a chamber
42 for flowing a fuel-air mixture therethrough.
[0034] In some embodiments, at least a portion of the
venturi nozzles 60 may be arranged in an annular array,
such as generally about the circumference of the cham-
ber 42 as shown in FIGS. 4, 6 and 7. One or more of the
annular array of venturi nozzles 60 may be coupled to
an injector 44, such as an injector 44 adjacent inlet 46 or
a downstream injector 48, and may thus flow fuel there-
through. Additionally or alternatively, one or more of the
annular array of venturi nozzles 60 may be coupled to
an aperture 50 and may thus flow air therethrough.
[0035] In other embodiments, at least a portion of the
venturi nozzles 60 are arranged in an axial array, such
as along a portion of the chamber 42 as shown in FIGS.
5 and 6. One or more of the axial array of venturi nozzles
60 may be coupled to an injector 44, such as an injector
adjacent inlet 46 or a downstream injector 48, and may
thus flow fuel therethrough. Additionally or alternatively,
one or more of the axial array of venturi nozzles 60 may
be coupled to an aperture 50 and may thus flow air there-
through.
[0036] For example, FIG. 4 illustrates a plurality of ven-
turi nozzles 60 arranged in an annular array adjacent
inlet 46. One or more of these venturi nozzles 60 may be
coupled to an injector 48. An additional venturi nozzle 60
is positioned downstream of this annular array, as shown.
This venturi nozzle 60 flows fuel and/or air within the
chamber 42 therethrough.
[0037] FIG. 5 illustrates a plurality of venturi nozzles
60 arranged in an axial array. One venturi nozzle 60 may
be positioned adjacent inlet 46, and may be coupled to
an injector 48. Another is positioned downstream, as
shown. This venturi nozzle 60 flows fuel and/or air within
the chamber 42 therethrough.
[0038] FIG. 6 illustrates a plurality of venturi nozzles
60 arranged in annular and axial arrays. One venturi noz-
zle 60 may be positioned adjacent inlet 46, and may be
coupled to an injector 48. Others are positioned down-
stream, and may be coupled to downstream injectors 48.
[0039] FIG. 7 illustrates a plurality of venturi nozzles
60 arranged in an annular array. Various of these may

be coupled to downstream injector 48. An additional ven-
turi nozzle 60 may be positioned downstream and in com-
munication with the annular array, for flowing fuel and/or
air within the chamber 42 therethrough.
[0040] The present disclosure is further directed to a
method for controlling combustion instability in a com-
bustion section 14 and combustor 20 of a gas turbine
system 10. The method includes, for example, determin-
ing a velocity of a hot gas in the combustor, and adjusting
one or more operating parameters of the fuel-air mixture
that is provided to the combustor and ignited into the hot
gas. Such adjustment according to the present disclosure
may effect a change in velocity, which may result in con-
trol of combustion instabilities, as discussed. The oper-
ating parameters may include, for example, fuel-to-air
ratio, fuel-air mixture composition, fuel-air mixture veloc-
ity, turbine load, exhaust gas temperature, exhaust gas
composition, compressor air pressure, compressor tem-
perature, combustion temperature, combustion noise
frequency, combustion noise amplitude, combustion
noise velocity, and/or combustion noise acceleration.
[0041] In some embodiments, the adjusting step in-
cludes operating a humidifier 32 connected to the com-
bustor section 20, as discussed above. In other embod-
iments, the adjusting step includes operating an exhaust
gas recirculation device 34 connected to the combustor
section 20, as discussed above. In still other embodi-
ments, the adjusting step includes operating an inert gas
circulation device 36 connected to the combustor section
20, as discussed above.
[0042] Additionally, in some embodiments, a combus-
tor according to the present method includes a plurality
of venturi nozzles 60, as discussed above.
[0043] This written description uses examples to dis-
close the invention, including the best mode, and also to
enable any person skilled in the art to practice the inven-
tion, including making and using any devices or systems
and performing any incorporated methods. The patent-
able scope of the invention is defined by the claims, and
may include other examples that occur to those skilled
in the art. Such other and examples are intended to be
within the scope of the claims if they include structural
elements that do not differ from the literal language of
the claims, or if they include equivalent structural ele-
ments with insubstantial differences from the literal lan-
guages of the claims.

Claims

1. A gas turbine system (10) comprising:

a compressor section (12);
a turbine section (16) connected to the compres-
sor section (12);
a combustor section (14) connected to the com-
pressor section (12) and the turbine section (16),
the combustor section (14) comprising a plural-
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ity of combustors (20), each of the plurality of
combustors (20) comprising an outer shell (40)
defining a chamber (42) therein, each of the plu-
rality of combustors (20) in fluid communication
with the compressor section (12) for flowing air
to each of the plurality of chambers (42) and
further comprising at least one injector (44) for
injecting a fuel into the chamber (42) such that
the air and fuel form an air-fuel mixture, the com-
bustor section (14) further comprising at least
one igniter for igniting the fuel-air mixture within
each of the plurality of combustors (20) into a
hot gas; and
a control system (30) for controlling a velocity of
the hot gas in at least one of the plurality of com-
bustors (20) by controlling an operating param-
eter of the fuel-air mixture.

2. The gas turbine system (10) of claim 1, wherein the
operating parameter is one of fuel-to-air ratio, fuel-
air mixture composition, or fuel-air mixture velocity.

3. The gas turbine system (10) of claim 1 or 2, wherein
the control system (30) comprises a humidifier (32)
connected to the combustor section (14).

4. The gas turbine system (10) of any of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the control system (30) comprises an ex-
haust gas recirculation device (34) connected to the
combustor section (14).

5. The gas turbine system (10) of any of claims 1 to 4,
wherein the control system (30) comprises an inert
gas circulation device (36) connected to the com-
bustor section (14).

6. The gas turbine system (10) of any of claims 1 to 5,
wherein at least one of the plurality of combustors
(20) further comprises a plurality of venturi nozzles
(60).

7. The gas turbine system (10) of claim 6, wherein the
at least one of the plurality of combustors (20) further
comprises a plurality of injectors (44).

8. The gas turbine system (10) of claim 7, wherein at
least a portion of the plurality of venturi nozzles (60)
are arranged in an annular array adjacent to an inlet
(46) of the combustor (20), and wherein each of the
portion of the plurality of venturi nozzles (60) is cou-
pled to one of the plurality of injectors (44).

9. The gas turbine system (10) of claim 7, wherein at
least a portion of the plurality of venturi nozzles (60)
are arranged in an axial array.

10. The gas turbine system (10) of claim 9, wherein each
of the portion of the plurality of venturi nozzles (60)

is coupled to one of the plurality of injectors (44).

11. The gas turbine system (10) of any of claims 6 to 10,
wherein at least a portion of the plurality of injectors
(44) are downstream injectors (48).

12. A method for controlling combustion instability in a
combustor section (14) of a gas turbine system (10),
the combustor section (14) comprising a combustor
(20), the combustor (20) comprising an outer shell
(40) defining a chamber (42) therein, the combustor
(20) in fluid communication with a compressor sec-
tion (12) of the turbine system for flowing air to the
chamber (42) and further comprising at least one
injector (44) for injecting a fuel into the chamber (42)
such that the air and fuel form an air-fuel mixture,
the combustor section (14) further comprising at
least one igniter for igniting the fuel-air mixture within
the combustor (20) into the hot gas, the method com-
prising:

determining a velocity of a hot gas in a combus-
tor (20) of the combustion section (14); and
adjusting an operating parameter of the fuel-air
mixture.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the adjusting step
comprises operating a humidifier (32) connected to
the combustor section (14).

14. The method of claim 12 or 13, wherein the adjusting
step comprises operating an exhaust gas recircula-
tion device (34) connected to the combustor section
(14).

15. The method of any of claims 12 to 14, wherein the
adjusting step comprises operating an inert gas cir-
culation device (36) connected to the combustor sec-
tion (14).
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