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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The invention relates to a mounting base for a
lighting device to be mounted flush with a pavement, for
example for a taxi way light. The mounting base com-
prises at least a support for being mounted to the ground
and a mount for fixing a lighting device.A suspension
element is strained if a load for example of a snowplow
applied to the lighting device.

Description of the related art

[0002] On airfields as well as on street signaling lights
are in some cases mounted almost flush with the surface
of the taxiway or street, respectively. Such lighting de-
vices typically have a housing that extends slightly above
the ground to emit light via a light exit window in a direction
that is at least almost parallel to the ground and thus
visible to any person approaching the lighting device
more or less parallel to the ground, for example to a driver
of a car approaching the lighting device or a pilot of an
airplane taxiing towards the lighting device or being in
approach for a landing.
[0003] The international patent application publication
WO 2009/077833 A1 discloses an assembly unit for an
airfield light. The airfield light has a pot like housing being
mounted at least approximately flush with a taxiway sur-
face. The housing accommodates electronic circuitry and
in and particular a switching component for switching a
light source. The switching component is covered by a
protective cap or can be immersed in a liquid for damping
vibrations originating from an impact of aircrafts passing
close to the taxiway light or even rolling "i.e. taxiing" over
the taxiway light.
[0004] US-Patent 6,203,557 B1 teaches a taxiway light
having a housing for accommodating a light source, op-
tical elements like prisms and the like for providing a de-
fined light beam exiting the housing and some electric
components for driving the light source. The top surface
of the housing is mounted slightly above the taxiway sur-
face, i.e. only almost flush. The housing is received in a
pot like base and connected to the base via an elastic
support ring. The support ring permits the housing to be
moved vertically in the base to thereby allow a snow plow
to remove snow from the taxiway without spoiling the
taxiway light.
[0005] Laid open German Patent Application DE 102
46 144 A1 discloses a signaling light for being inserted
almost flush with a pavement of a street. The light has
housing with an upper part and a lower part for accom-
modating a light source, optical elements and the like.
The lower part of the housing is rigidly mounted to the
ground and the upper part is mounted via a suspension
element to the lower part. The suspension permits the
lower part to move downwards and thereby reduce the
mechanical stress exerted by cars or a snowplow on the

lighting device and its components.

Summary of the invention

[0006] The problem to be solved by the invention is to
provide a base for a taxiway light with an enhanced
lifespan.
[0007] A solution of the problem is provided by a base
for lighting device as defined in claim 1. The dependent
claims relate to further improvements of the invention.
[0008] The base for a lighting device, for example a
taxiway light comprises at least a support, which may be
mounted to the ground. The base has a mount that is
vertically movable relative to the support between an up-
per position and a lower position. A lighting device, for
example a taxiway light may be mounted to the mount.
The lighting device is an encapsulated unit, having its
own housing. The upper position of the mount preferably
corresponds to the lighting position of the lighting device.
In the lighting position the lighting device protrudes slight-
ly over the pavement, just sufficient to emit the light as
intended. A suspension element may be provisioned to
ensure that the unloaded lighting device is in its upper
lighting position. In other words the mount for carrying
the lighting device can be moved downwards against the
repelling force of the suspension element. Preferably the
movement is downward movement only. Preferably, the
mount is linearly guided between an upper and a lower
position.
[0009] If the pavement, e.g. a taxiway, is cleaned with
a snowplow the snowplow exerts a downward force on
the lighting device, thus the mount and the lighting device
move downwards against a restoring force of the sus-
pension element, until the upper surface area of the light-
ing device is flush with the pavement, i.e. they are moved
in their respective flush positions. If the mount is posi-
tioned below the lighting device, the flush position of the
mount is accordingly below the flush position of the light-
ing device. In other words the flush position of the mount
is the position in which the lighting device is flush with
the pavement. After the snowplow passed and cleaned
the lighting device, the suspension element ensures that
the mount and thus the lighting device move upwards in
their respective upper positions.
[0010] According to a preferred embodiment is the low-
er position of the mount is below its flush position, i.e.,
below its position corresponding to the position where
the upper surface area of the lighting device is flush with
the pavement. This permits the lighting device to be
moved totally below the pavement, thereby reducing the
mechanical stress on the lighting device and thus en-
hancing its lifetime.
[0011] Summarizing, that base has at least vertically
movable mount for lighting device, e.g. taxiway light. The
mount has at least an upper position corresponding to a
working position of the lighting device. The working po-
sition is the preferred position of the lighting device for
signaling or lighting. Additionally the mount has a lower
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position, in which the up facing surface of the lighting
device is preferably below a flush position of the lighting
device. Thus the lighting device may hide inside the base
and the load being excerted by a taxiing plane, a truck
or the like on the lighting device is reduced.
[0012] The invention is based on the observation that
taxiway lights are subjected to a downward force by
snowplows as well as by wheels of airplanes rolling, i.e.
taxiing over the taxiway light. The load being exerted on
the taxiway light by a snowplow is different from the load
being exerted by typical airplanes. The taxiway lights of
the prior art may move downward until the upper surface
area of the taxiway light is flush with the taxiway. Thus,
if a plane is taxing over the taxiway light the plane pushes
the taxiway light down until it is flush with the taxiway.
Now the taxiway light is blocked and has to carry the full
load as applied by the respective wheel. According to the
invention, however, the lighting device may move even
lower than said flush position, thereby reducing the load
being exerted by the respective wheel as explained be-
low in more detail. The mechanical stress applied to the
lighting device by airplanes taxiing over the lighting de-
vice is reduced, as the base permits the lighting device
to move downwards below the position which is sufficient
for snowplow to slide over the upper surface of the lighting
device, thereby enhancing the light’s lifespan.
[0013] The suspension element is arranged between
the mount and a support. Between means here that that
a lifting or downward force being applied to the mount is
transferred via the suspension element to the support of
the base, yielding a deflected suspension element. The
suspension element may be coupled directly to the mount
and the support. As alternative there may be additional
constructional elements for guiding and/or spacing the
mount and the suspension element positioned between
the support and the suspension element or between the
suspension element and the mount. For example one or
more rods and/or sliders, and/or a slider ring and/or in-
termediate plates may be arranged to transmit a force
between the mount and the suspension element or be-
tween the suspension element and the support. Exam-
ples of such indirect coupling between the mount and the
suspension element are explained below in more detail.
[0014] Preferably, the suspension element has a force
versus deflection curve having a first section with a first
slope which is preferably adapted to the load applied by
a snowplow. The lifting force of the lighting device is the
restoring force of the suspension element minus its load
due to the weight of the mount and possible other parts
to be lifted by the suspension element (the lighting device
and e.g. bolts for fastening the lighting device to the
mount). The lifting force of the first section of the force
versus deflection curve is preferably just sufficient to
safely lift the lighting device into its lighting means work-
ing position. This permits the lighting device to be retract-
ed into its flush position by exerting only a comparative
small downward force. Thus, the lighting device being
mounted to the base may easily reach its flush position

and a snowplow may slide ("flush") over the lighting de-
vice. The force versus deflection curve of the suspension
element preferably has a second section with a second
slope, the second slope preferably being bigger, i.e.
steeper, than the first slope. This second section prefer-
ably corresponds to a movement of the mount below its
flush position. Thereby the downward movement of the
mount and the lighting device can be slowed down, be-
fore the mount reaches its lower position. The mechan-
ical stress to the lighting device and the mount is thus
further reduced.
[0015] Between the support and the mount is at least
one suspension element being strained according to a
force versus deflection curve when moving the mount
downwards its upper position towards its lower position.
Preferably the suspension element has force versus de-
flection curve with a first section having a first slope and
a second section having a second slope, the first slope
being smaller that the second slope. The first slope may
be adapted for example to the force being exerted by a
snowplow via the lighting device to the mount such that
the mount is moved downwards, until the lighting device
is flush with the pavement. Now the mount and the light-
ing device are in so called flush positions, as explained
above. If a plane is taxiing over the lighting device, the
mount moves even lower, i.e., below its flush position to
thereby reduce the force exerted by the plane to the tax-
iway light. Below this flush position the slope of the force
versus deflection curve may be steeper than above the
flush position, thereby the mechanical stress on the light-
ing device can be further reduced and its lifetime is further
enhanced.
[0016] Preferably, the suspension element has at least
a first stage with a first force versus deflection curve. The
mount may be coupled to a first end of the first stage and
a first block preferably limits a deformation of the "soft"
first stage, thereby defining a maximum deflection of the
first stage. The first stage may compensate a first part of
a downward force, e.g. of taxiing plane. The block en-
sures that the possible deformation of the first stage re-
mains in its elastic regime and thus protects the first
stage. The second part of the force, which is not com-
pensated by the first stage is applied via the block to a
second stage of the suspension element, having a sec-
ond force versus deflection curve. To this end the second
stage is coupled to the block. Such a suspension element
can be manufactured at very low costs by stacking two
disc springs, having two different force versus deflection
curves with different slopes.
[0017] Preferably, the support comprises at least one
linear guide for at least one rod, the rod being positioned
between the mount and the suspension element for
transmitting a force exerted on the mount to the suspen-
sion element. This permits to bear the mount very effi-
ciently.
[0018] Alternatively or additionally the mount may be
linearly guided e.g. by at least one slider being slideably
mounted in at least one recess and/or space. For exam-

3 4 



EP 2 712 810 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ple may the mount being stacked upon a slider ring hav-
ing at least one, for example three or four protrusions
extending inwardly and/or outwardly with respect to the
ring axis. These protrusions may engage like sliders into
complementary spaces linearly guiding the protrusions,
thereby forming a linear guide. The spaces may be inte-
grally formed in a housing of the base and/or being
formed by spaces between e.g. ring segments that are
at least indirectly attached to the housing of the base.
[0019] Preferably, the base has an intermediate plate
being positioned between the at least one rod and the
suspension element. The at least one rod transmits the
force exerted to the mount to the at least one vertically
movable intermediate plate. This permits to collect the
forces being transmitted by multiple rods, e.g. three rods
to only a single suspension element. In case the mount
is linearly guided by at least one protrusion, the interme-
diate plate may preferably be positioned below the pro-
trusions and/or the ring with the at least one protrusion
leading as well to a collection of the forces being provided
to the suspension element.
[0020] The base may have at least one protrusion with
at least one recess for linearly guiding the at least one
rod. In the recess may be a bush bearing for bearing the
rod. This permits to safely strut apart tilting moments and
an angular momentum being transferred from the lighting
device to the mount.
[0021] Preferably, the at least one protrusion (and/or
a further protrusion) of the support has at least one sur-
face blocking a further downward movement of the mount
when the mount is moved in said lower position.
[0022] The at least one protrusion (and/or a further pro-
trusion) preferably has at least one surface blocking an
upward movement of at least one of said rods and/or said
intermediate plate when the mount reaches said upper
position. This permits to precisely define the upper posi-
tion of the mount with a high repeat accuracy. The surface
may for example block the movement of an intermediate
plate on top of which may be at least one of said at least
one rod. Thereby the upper position of the mount and
thus the lighting device can be precisely and simply de-
fined.
[0023] The base permits by simply fixing a signaling
lighting device, to obtain a suspended lighting device,
that has an enhanced lifecycle and thereby to reduce
maintenance costs.

Description of Drawings

[0024] In the following the invention will be described
by way of example, without limitation of the general in-
ventive concept, on examples of embodiment with refer-
ence to the drawings.

Figure 1 shows a cross section of a base and a sig-
naling light.

Figure 2 shows an exploded view of the base of Fig.

1.

Figure 3 shows a cross section of a base and a sig-
naling light in a flush position.

Figure 4 shows a cross section of a base and a sig-
naling light being moved below the flush position.

Figure 5 shows a cross section of a base and a sig-
naling light.

Figure 6 shows an exploded view of the base of Fig.
5s.

Figure 7 shows a force versus deflection curve of a
suspension element.

[0025] The base 1 in figure 1 supports as example a
taxiway light 5. The taxiway light 5 is a sealed module
(see as well Fig. 2) that can be fixed for example by bolts
to a mount 20 of the base and only needs to be connected
to a power source via the depicted connector 9.
[0026] The base in Fig. 1 is installed flush with a pave-
ment of a taxiway and has a cylindrical housing body 10
with a ring shaped bottom plate 12 as support. The bot-
tom plate 12 supports on its up facing side a suspension
element 40. The suspension element 40 has a first stage
41, which is in the depicted example a first disc spring
41 having a first force versus deflection curve 71 (see
Fig. 7) and a second stage 42, which is in the depicted
example a second disc spring 42 having a second force
versus deflection curve 72 (see Fig. 7). The disc springs
41, 42 have opposed curvatures and their center portions
are connected. On top of the first stage 41 is a ring shaped
intermediate plate 30 which can be moved downward,
i.e. towards the bottom plate 12 against the restoring
force of the suspension element 40.The intermediate
plate 30 abuts against a down facing surface of a ring
like protrusion 16, acting as block stop and preventing a
further upward movement of the intermediate plate 30.
When pushing the mount downwards, as depicted and
explained in more detail with respect to Fig. 4, the inter-
mediate plate 30 first deflects the first stage 41 until the
intermediate plate 30 abuts the incompressible center of
the first stage 41. Thus, the compression of the first stage
41 is blocked by its incompressible center and thus acts
as block stop preventing overstressing the first stage 41.
Any additional force this means any force being bigger
than the force which is necessary to move the interme-
diate plate 30 into touch with the incompressible center
is applied by the intermediate plate 30 via the incom-
pressible center directly to the second stage 42. In the
shown example are the first and second stages 41, 42
of the suspension element 40 and as well the intermedi-
ate plate ring like. To obtain the above explained simple
but reliable block of the first stage 41 the inner diameter
of the intermediate plate 30 is chosen to be smaller than
the inner diameter of the first stage 41. Alternatively other
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types of suspension elements may be used as well.
[0027] On the upper facing side of the intermediate
plate are three rods 11 (see as well Fig. 2), vertically
extending via recesses 13 through said protrusion 16 and
a further upper protrusion 14. Bush bearings 15 are in-
serted in the recesses 13 as linear guides for the rods
11. On top of the rods 11 is a ring shaped mount 20 to
which the lighting device 5 is fixed by bolts. The position
of the lighting device 5 to the mount 20 is defined by a
lower seat surface 4 being attached to the upper surface
of the mount 20. Between a down facing side of the mount
20 and the up facing side of the upper protrusion 14 is
an elastic gasket 22 for sealing the housing.
[0028] Figure 3 displays the situation occurring when
a snow plow 60 cleans a taxiway and thereby moves over
the upper surface 6 of the taxiway light 5. Snowplow 60
has a lower lip 61 exerting a downward force on the tax-
iway light 5 and pushing the taxiway light 5 into the base
1 against a restoring force of the suspension element 40,
until the upper surface 6 is at least approximately flush
with the pavement surface 2. When pushing down the
taxiway light 5, the downward force is transmitted by seat
surface 4 of the taxiway light 5 via the mount 20 to the
rods 11. The rods 11 transmit the downward force via
the intermediate plate to the suspension element 40,
which is deflected according to its load versus deflection
curve, for example according to load versus deflection
curve as the one depicted in Fig. 5. The intermediate
plate 3 ensures that the force transmitted by the rods is
not a punctual load on the suspension element 40, but
evenly applied to the suspension element 40. The restor-
ing force of the suspension element 40 is as well trans-
mitted via the intermediate plate to the rods 11. The rods
11 transfer the force via the mount to the taxiway light 5.
The mount ensures that the restoring force is not applied
as punctual load on the taxiway light 5, but evenly dis-
tributed.
[0029] After the lower lip 61 of the snow plow passed
the taxiway light 5, the taxiway light 5 is lifted up by the
restoring force of the suspension element 70 in its initial
position as depicted in Figure 1. This initial position is
defined by the block stop provided by the lower surface
of the protrusion 16 and the upper surface of the inter-
mediate plate 30. This provides a high accuracy of rep-
etition of the taxiway light 5, in particular, because the
block stop is spaced from the pavement level where dust,
sand and the like could reduce the accuracy of repetition.
[0030] The taxiway light 5 can be moved up and down
only. A rotation of the taxiway light 5 is due to an angular
momentum which could be exerted for example by a re-
tarded wheel is prevented by two protrusions 21 of the
mount 2 (see Fig. 2) which engage in complementary
recesses of the taxiway light 5. The mount 20 may trans-
fer an angular momentum provided by the taxiway light
5 to the rods 11 which engage each in a down facing
holding fixture 23 of the mount 20. The angular momen-
tum provided to a taxiway light 5 is thus transferred via
the mount 20 and the rods 11 to the housing 10.

[0031] In Figure 4 a wheel 80 of an airplane rolls over
the taxiway light. Now the taxiway light 5 is pushed down-
ward by a significant higher force than the force provided
by the snowplow and the taxiway light is moved below
its "flush position" which is depicted in Fig. 3. Due to the
higher load and because the wheel may move down-
wards as well the first and second stages 41, 42 of the
suspension element 40 are deflected, in this example
compressed. As the taxiway light may move even below
the pavement surface 2 the force which is applied to it is
lower as if the downward movement of the taxiway light
would be blocked in the flush position. Thereby the me-
chanical stress of the taxiway light and of the lifting mech-
anism of the base is reduced and their lifetimes are en-
hanced. The deflection of the first stage of the suspension
element 40 that is the first disc spring 41 is limited, as
the intermediate plate buts against the incompressible
ring shaped center of the first stage 41 of the suspension
element. Thus a failure of the base due to an overstress-
ing the first stage 41 can be excluded. When the wheel
passed the taxiway light 5, the mount moves is pushed
back into its well defined upper position and the light is
visibly in the intended sector.
[0032] The invention is explained with respect to Fig.
1 to 4 showing a taxiway light as example for lighting
device. The invention is however not restricted to bases
supporting taxiway light on airfields. The base can for
example as well be used for supporting in pavement lights
as used on streets, for example to mark lanes in tunnels,
crossings or the like.
[0033] The lighting device is an encapsulated device,
this means it has its own housing and can be delivered
ready to mount. The lighting device 5 needs simply to be
mounted to the base and connected to the power line
using the shown connectors 9. The lighting device 5 can
be replaced quickly in case of failure without unmounting
the base.
[0034] Figures 5 and 6 show a different example of a
base for lighting device being similar to the lighting device
5 in Fig. 1 to Fig. 4. The base 1 in figures 5 and 6 as well
supports as example a taxiway light 5 as example for a
lighting device. Lighting device is a sealed module that
can be fixed for example by bolts to a mount 20 of the
base and only needs to be connected to a power source
via the depicted connector 9.
[0035] Again the base in Fig. 5 has a housing to be
installed preferably flush with a pavement of a taxiway
and has a cylindrical housing body 10 with a ring shaped
bottom plate 12 as support. The bottom plate 12 supports
on its up facing side a suspension element 40. The sus-
pension element 40 has a first stage 41, which is in the
depicted example a first disc spring 41 having a first force
versus deflection curve 71 (see Fig. 7) and a second
stage 42 (see Fig. 5 and Fig. 6), which is in the depicted
example a second disc spring 42 having a second force
versus deflection curve 72 (see Fig. 7). Between the two
disc springs 41, 42 is a disc ring 44 for centering the two
disc springs 41, 42. The disc ring 44 has on its upper
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side an upper protrusion 46, being ring shaped. The up-
per protrusion 46 engages into the free center of the first
spring disc 41. A further function of the upper protrusion
46 is to act as block stop for an intermediate plate 30 on
top of the suspension element 40 and to thereby limit the
maximum force that can be loaded to the first disc spring
41. On the lower side of the disc ring 44 is a lower pro-
trusion 45. The lower protrusion 45 engages into the free
center of the second disc spring 42 and is thereby cen-
tered. The second disc spring 41 is centered in the hous-
ing 10 by a step shaped diminuition 17 of the inner diam-
eter of the housing. In particular if the inner diameter of
the second disc spring 42 is smaller or equal to the inner
diameter of the first disc spring, the disc ring 44 may be
omitted. Alternatively other types of suspension ele-
ments may be used as well.
[0036] The ring shaped intermediate plate 30 can be
moved downward, i.e. towards the bottom plate 12
against the restoring force of the suspension element
40.The intermediate plate 30 abuts against a down facing
surface of a ring like protrusions 16, acting as block stop
and preventing a further upward movement of the inter-
mediate plate 30. As can be seen in Fig. 6, the protrusions
16 are ring segments. The protrusions 16 are fixed to
inner surface of the housing 10, e.g. by bolts or by weld-
ing). Between the protrusions 16 are spaces 18 with a
width being defined by vertical narrow facing sides 19 of
the protrusions 16. Sliders 33 of a slider ring 32 engage
into the spaces 18. The slider ring 32 and the protrusions
16 thus form a linear guide for the mount 20, which can
be firmly attached to the slider ring 32, e.g. by bolts.
[0037] When pushing the mount 20 downwards the
downward movement is transferred via the slider ring 32
and the intermediate plate 30 to the suspension unit. First
the first stage 41 deflects until the intermediate plate 30
abuts the upper protrusion 46. Thus, the compression of
the first stage 41 is blocked by the disc ring 44 which thus
acts as block stop preventing overstressing the first stage
41. Any additional force this means any force being big-
ger than the force which is necessary to move the inter-
mediate plate 30 into touch with the upper protrusion 46
is applied by the intermediate plate 30 via the upper pro-
trusion 46 and thus the disc ring 44 "directly" to the sec-
ond stage 42. The disc ring 44 in this sense bypasses
the first disc spring 41 if the force applied to the suspen-
sion element exceeds a first threshold.
[0038] Figure 7 shows a force versus deflection curve
of a suspension element, like for example the suspension
element 40 shown in Fig. 1 to 4 or the suspension element
40 in Fig. 5 and 6. The force F is represented in the di-
rection of the axis of ordinates and the deflection d is
represented by the axis of abscissa. Referring to Fig. 1
to Fig. 6 the deflection is the absolute value of compres-
sion of the suspension element 40, in other words the
change of length or height d. The force is the restoring
force indicated as "F", being provided by the suspension
element having a compression d. The force F versus de-
flection d curve has a first linear section 71 ranging from

(d0, F0) to (d1, F1). The slope, or in other words the de-
rivative of this section can be considered as a first spring
constant, being valid however only for a compression of
the suspension element being smaller that d1. The sus-
pension element is preferably configured such that d1 is
slightly bigger or equal to the compression required to
move the mount and thus the lighting device from their
respective upper "lighting" positions, corresponding to
do, into their respective flush positions. This ensures that
a snowplow can easily push the lighting device in its flush
position. The force versus deflection curve in Fig. 7 has
a second linear section 72 ranging from (d1, F1) to (dmax,
Fmax). This example force versus deflection curve is thus
continuous, but changes its slope discontinuously to a
second bigger, this means steeper slope. The second
slope is adapted to suspend the load exerted to a lighting
device by some wheel rolling over the lighting device, for
example a wheel of a plane taxing over the lighting de-
vice.

List of reference numerals

[0039]

1 base
2 pavement surface
4 seat surface
5 light, lighting device, e.g. taxiway light
6 upper surface of the light 5
9 connector
10 housing
11 rod
12 bottom plate / support
13 recess
14 protrusion
15 bush bearing / linear guide
16 protrusion
17 diminuition, e.g. step shaped
18 space between narrow facing sides of protrusions
19 narrow facing sides
20 mount
21 protrusion of mount21
22 gasket
23 holding fixture
30 intermediate plate
32 slider ring
33 slider
40 suspension element
41 first stage / first disc spring
42 second stage / second disc spring
43 connecting device
44 disc ring
45 lower protrusion
46 upper protrusion
60 snowplow
61 lower lip of snowplow
70 force versus deflection curve
71 first section of the force versus deflection curve
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72 second section of the force versus deflection
curve,

80 wheel /tire

Claims

1. Base (1) for supporting a lighting device (5), com-
prising at least a support (12) for being mounted to
the ground, at least one mount (20) for fixing the
lighting device (5) and at least one suspension ele-
ment (40)
characterized in that

- the mount (20) is linearly guided for permitting
a vertical movement of the mount relative to the
support (12) between an upper position and a
lower position, and
- the suspension element (40) is between the
mount (20) and the support (12) and configured
to be deflected by a downward force being ap-
plied to the mount (20).

2. Base (1) of claim 1
characterized in that
the suspension element (40) has force versus de-
flection curve (70) with a first section (71) having a
first slope and a second section (71) having a second
slope, the first slope being smaller that the second
slope.

3. Base (1) of claim 1 or 2,
characterized in that

- the suspension element (40) has at least a first
stage (41) with a first force versus deflection
curve and a first block limiting a deformation of
the first stage (41),
- the suspension element (40) has at least a sec-
ond stage (42) with a second force versus de-
flection curve and being coupled to the block,
- the mount (20) is coupled via the block to the
second stage (42), in case the block limits the
deformation of the first stage (41).

4. Base (1) of any one of claims 1 to 3,
characterized in that
the support (12) comprises at least one linear guide
(15) for at least one rod (11) or slider (33), the rod
(11) or slider (33) being positioned between the
mount (20) and the suspension element (40) for
transmitting a force exerted on the mount (20) to the
suspension element (40).

5. Base (1) of claim 4,
characterized in that
the at least one rod (11) or slider (33) transmits the
force exerted to the mount (20) to at least one verti-

cally movable intermediate plate (30), the interme-
diate plate (30) being positioned between the at least
one rod (11) or slider (33) and the suspension ele-
ment (40).

6. Base (1) of claim 3 or 4,
characterized in that
the base (1) has at least one protrusion (14, 16) with
at least one recess (13) or space (18) for linearly
guiding the at least one rod (11).

7. Base (1) of claim 5,
characterized in that
the at least one protrusion (14, 16) has at least one
surface blocking a downward movement of the
mount (20) when the mount (20) is moved in said
lower position.

8. Base (1) of any one claims 4 to 7,
characterized in that
at least one protrusion (14, 16) has at least one sur-
face blocking an upward movement of at least one
of said at least one rod (11) and/or said intermediate
plate (30) when the mount (20) reaches said upper
position.

9. Base (1) of at least one of the claims 1 to 8,
characterized in that
the suspension element (40) comprises a first disc
spring (41) a as first stage and a second disc spring
(42) as second stage.

10. Signaling light, comprising at least one lighting de-
vice
characterized in that
the lighting device (5) is attached to a mount (20) of
the base (1) of any one the proceeding claims.

11. Signaling light of claim 10,
characterized in that,
the lighting device is has a housing for at least one
light emitting element.
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