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(54) An exhaust closure system for a cooking oven

(57) The present invention relates to an exhaust clo-
sure system for a cooking oven with a vertical vapour
pipe (10) in an upper portion of the oven cavity. The ex-
haust closure system comprises an elongated slider (12)
movable along its longitudinal axis. The slider (12) is pro-
vided for a horizontal arrangement within the plane above
the vapour pipe (10). The exhaust closure system com-

prises an cover element (12; 22) for covering the vapour
pipe (10). The exhaust closure system comprises a driv-
ing device (16) for moving the slider (12). The cover el-
ement (12; 22) is a horizontal sheet element and move-
able within a horizontal plane for opening and closing the
vapour pipe (10). Further, the present invention relates
to a cooking oven comprising an exhaust closure system.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an exhaust clo-
sure system for a cooking oven. Further, the present in-
vention relates to a cooking oven comprising an exhaust
closure system.
[0002] An exhaust system in a cooking oven reduces
humidity resulting by the cooking process. Otherwise hu-
midity would cause condensation in the oven cavity. Dif-
ferent cooking modes generate different amounts of hu-
midity in the oven cavity. Thus, the exhaust system
should be adapted to the amount of humidity in order to
prevent condensation in the oven cavity.
[0003] DE 39 31 483 A1 discloses an exhaust closure
system for a cooking oven. A vapour pipe is connected
to an upper opening in the oven cavity. In order to provide
humidity inside the oven cavity, a flap is arranged in the
vapour pipe. The exhaust closure system includes a ther-
mal actuator and a pull-spring. However, the exhaust clo-
sure system requires a lot of space and is relative com-
plex.
[0004] It is an object of the present invention to provide
an exhaust closure system for a cooking oven, which
allows a flat construction by low complexity.
[0005] The object of the present invention is achieved
by the exhaust closure system according to claim 1.
[0006] According to the present invention the cover el-
ement is a horizontal sheet element and moveable within
a horizontal plane for opening and closing the vapour
pipe.
[0007] The main idea of the present invention is the
horizontal flat sheet element covering the vapour pipe,
wherein said flat sheet element is movable with the same
horizontal plane during opening and closing the vapour
pipe. This allows a flat construction of the exhaust closure
system. Further, the vapour pipe may be continuously
opened and closed, so that different opening widths of
the vapour pipe are adjustable.
[0008] According to one embodiment of the present
invention the cover element is formed as an end portion
of the slider and linearly moveable for opening and clos-
ing the vapour pipe. In this case the cover element and
the slider may be formed as a single-piece part, which
allows a construction by low complexity.
[0009] According to another embodiment of the
present invention the cover element is pivoting around a
vertical axis and connected to the slider via a hinged joint.
[0010] In this case, the cover element may be a two-
armed lever, wherein a first arm is provided for covering
the vapour pipe and a second arm is connected to the
slider via the hinged joint, and wherein the first arm has
at least the double length of the second arm. A small
movement of the slider allows a relative big movement
of the arm covering the vapour pipe.
[0011] Further, the exhaust closure system may com-
prise at least one guide element for the slider.
[0012] In particular, the exhaust closure system is pro-
vided for a cooking oven with a horizontal cooling channel

in an upper portion of the oven cavity, wherein the cooling
channel is arranged above the vapour pipe, and wherein
an upper end of the vapour pipe is connected to the cool-
ing channel.
[0013] For example, the cover element is arranged in-
side the cooling channel.
[0014] In a similar way, the guide element is arranged
inside the cooling channel.
[0015] Further, the slider may be partially arranged in-
side the cooling channel.
[0016] In contrast, the driving device may be arranged
outside the cooling channel and outside the oven cavity.
[0017] For example, the slider and/or the cover ele-
ment are made of a shape memory alloy.
[0018] Moreover, the driving device may be arranged
on a top wall of the oven cavity.
[0019] Preferably, the driving device is a motor, an ac-
tuator or a shape memory alloy.
[0020] Further, the present invention relates to a cook-
ing oven with a vertical vapour pipe in an upper portion
of the oven cavity, wherein a lower end of the vapour
pipe is connected to the oven cavity, wherein the cooking
oven includes the exhaust closure system mentioned
above.
[0021] In particular, the cooking oven includes a hori-
zontal cooling channel in an upper portion of the oven
cavity, wherein the cooling channel is arranged above
the vapour pipe, and wherein an upper end of the vapour
pipe is connected to the cooling channel.
[0022] Novel and inventive features of the present in-
vention are set forth in the appended claims.
[0023] The present invention will be described in fur-
ther detail with reference to the drawings, in which

FIG 1 illustrates a perspective view of an exhaust clo-
sure system according to a first embodiment of
the present invention in an open state,

FIG 2 illustrates a perspective view of the exhaust clo-
sure system according to the first embodiment
of the present invention in a closed state,

FIG 3 illustrates a perspective view of the exhaust clo-
sure system according to the first embodiment
of the present invention arranged at a top wall
of an oven cavity,

FIG 4 illustrates a perspective view of an exhaust clo-
sure system according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention in the open state,

FIG 5 illustrates a perspective view of the exhaust clo-
sure system according to the second embodi-
ment of the present invention in the closed
state,

FIG 6 illustrates a perspective view of the exhaust clo-
sure system according to the second embodi-
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ment of the present invention arranged at the
top wall of the oven cavity,

FIG 7 illustrates a detailed sectional side view of the
exhaust closure system according to the sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention,

FIG 8 illustrates a sectional side view of the exhaust
closure system according to the second em-
bodiment of the present invention, and

FIG 9 illustrates a further sectional side view of the
exhaust closure system according to the sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention.

[0024] FIG 1 illustrates a perspective view of an ex-
haust closure system according to a first embodiment of
the present invention in an open state
[0025] The exhaust closure system is provided for
opening and closing a vapour pipe 10. A continuous
opening and closing of said vapour pipe 10 is provided.
The vapour pipe 10 interconnects an oven cavity and a
cooling channel. The cooling channel is arranged above
the oven cavity.
[0026] The exhaust closure system comprises a slider
12, a guide element 14 and a driving device 16. The cool-
ing channel includes a channel wall 18. The slider 12 is
arranged inside and outside the cooling channel. The
slider 12 penetrates the channel wall 18. The slider 12
is elongated and lamellar. The slider 12 is flat and extends
substantially within a horizontal plane. The slider 12 is
movable along its longitudinal axis by the driving device
16. The movement of the slider 12 is guided by the guide
element 14. The guide element 14 is arranged inside the
cooling channel. The driving device 16 is arranged out-
side the cooling channel. For example, the driving device
16 is a motor, an actuator or a shape memory allow.
[0027] An end portion of the slider 12 inside the cooling
channel forms a cover element provided for covering the
vapour pipe 10. The vapour pipe 10 may be completely
or partially covered by said end portion of the slider 12.
Further, the vapour pipe 10 may be completely opened,
when the slider 12 is moved to the driving device 16 and
said end portion of the slider 12 is besides the vapour
pipe 10. In FIG 1 the vapour pipe 10 is almost completely
open.
[0028] FIG 2 illustrates a perspective view of the ex-
haust closure system according to the first embodiment
of the present invention in the closed state. In FIG 2 the
end portion of the slider 12 covers the vapour pipe 10.
[0029] FIG 3 illustrates a perspective view of the ex-
haust closure system according to the first embodiment
of the present invention arranged at a top wall 20 of an
oven cavity.
[0030] The channel wall 18 is arranged below the top
wall 20 of the oven cavity. Thus, the cooling channel is
defined by the space between the channel wall 18 and
the top wall 20. The guide element 14 is arranged inside

the cooling channel. The driving device 16 is arranged
above the top wall 20 of the oven cavity. In this example,
about the one half of the slider 12 is arranged inside the
cooling channel, while the other half of said slider 12 is
arranged outside the cooling channel. Further, the slider
12 is arranged below the top wall 20 of the oven cavity.
The top wall 20 includes a via hole 26 besides the driving
device 16. An interconnecting element between the slider
12 and the driving device 16 penetrates through the via
hole 26. Said interconnecting element may be a part of
the slider 26.
[0031] FIG 4 illustrates a perspective view of an ex-
haust closure system according to a second embodiment
of the present invention in the open state.
[0032] The exhaust closure system is provided for
opening and closing the vapour pipe 10. The said vapour
pipe 10 may be continuously opened and closed. The
vapour pipe 10 interconnects the oven cavity and the
cooling channel. The cooling channel is arranged above
the oven cavity.
[0033] The exhaust closure system comprises the slid-
er 12, the guide element 14 and the driving device 16.
The cooling channel includes the channel wall 18. The
slider 12 is arranged inside and outside the cooling chan-
nel. The slider 12 penetrates the channel wall 18. The
slider 12 is elongated and lamellar. The slider 12 is mov-
able along its longitudinal axis by the driving device 16.
The movement of the slider 12 is guided by the guide
element 14. The guide element 14 is arranged inside the
cooling channel. The driving device 16 is arranged out-
side the cooling channel. Preferably, the driving device
16 is a motor, an actuator or a shape memory allow.
[0034] The exhaust closure system of the second em-
bodiment comprises a flap 22. The flap 22 forms the cover
element for the exhaust closure system of the second
embodiment. The flap 22 is substantially formed as a
horizontal sheet and pivoting at the channel wall 18
around a swivel 28. The pivoting axis of the flap 22 is
vertical. One end of the flap 22 is provided for covering
the vapour pipe 10. Another end of the flap 22 is con-
nected to the slider 12 via a hinged joint 24. The flap 22
forms a two-armed lever, wherein the one arm is provided
for covering the vapour pipe 10 and the other arm is con-
nected to the slider 12 via the hinged joint 24. In this
example, the arm for covering the vapour pipe 10 has
about the double length of the arm connected to the slider
12. Thus, a small movement of the slider 12 causes a
relative big motion of the flap 22. Further, a central portion
of the flap 22 is guided between two bending ups 30.
Said bending ups 30 are pierced in the channel wall 18
and bent up.
[0035] Since the flap 22 is substantially formed as the
horizontal sheet and the slider 12 is lamellar, the exhaust
closure system is very flat. In FIG 4 the vapour pipe 10
is nearly open.
[0036] FIG 5 illustrates a perspective view of the ex-
haust closure system according to the second embodi-
ment of the present invention in the closed state. In FIG
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5 the flap 22 covers the vapour pipe 10.
[0037] FIG 6 illustrates a perspective view of the ex-
haust closure system according to the second embodi-
ment of the present invention arranged at the top wall 20
of the oven cavity.
[0038] The channel wall 18 is arranged below the top
wall 20 of the oven cavity, so that the cooling channel is
defined by the space between the channel wall 18 and
the top wall 20. The guide element 14 is arranged inside
the cooling channel. The driving device 16 is arranged
above the top wall 20 of the oven cavity. In this example,
about the one half of the slider 12 is arranged inside the
cooling channel, while the other half of said slider 12 is
arranged outside the cooling channel. Further, the slider
12 is arranged below the top wall 20 of the oven cavity.
The top wall 20 includes a via hole 26 besides the driving
device 16. An interconnecting element between the slider
12 and the driving device 16 penetrates through the via
hole 26. Said interconnecting element may be a part of
the slider 26. The flap 22 is also arranged inside the cool-
ing channel.
[0039] FIG 7 illustrates a detailed sectional side view
of the exhaust closure system according to the second
embodiment of the present invention. FIG 7 clarifies the
flat structure of the flap 22.
[0040] FIG 8 illustrates a sectional side view of the ex-
haust closure system according to the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.
[0041] FIG 9 illustrates a further sectional side view of
the exhaust closure system according to the second em-
bodiment of the present invention. FIG 8 and FIG 9 clarify
the flat structure of the flap 22, the slider 12 and the cool-
ing channel.
[0042] In the exhaust closure system of the second
embodiment a relative small motion of the slider 12 is
sufficient for opening and closing the vapour pipe 10.
[0043] Although two illustrative embodiments of the
present invention have been described herein with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, it is to be under-
stood that the present invention is not limited to these
precise embodiments, and that various other changes
and modifications may be affected therein by one skilled
in the art without departing from the scope or spirit of the
invention. All such changes and modifications are intend-
ed to be included within the scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims.

List of reference numerals

[0044]

10 vapour pipe
12 slider
14 guide element
16 driving device
18 channel wall
20 top wall
22 flap

24 hinged joint
26 via hole
28 swivel
30 bending up

Claims

1. An exhaust closure system for a cooking oven with
a vertical vapour pipe (10) in an upper portion of the
oven cavity, wherein

- the exhaust closure system comprises an elon-
gated slider (12) movable along its longitudinal
axis,
- the slider (12) is provided for a horizontal ar-
rangement within the plane above the vapour
pipe (10),
- the exhaust closure system comprises an cov-
er element (12; 22) for covering the vapour pipe
(10), and
- the exhaust closure system comprises a driving
device (16) for moving the slider (12),

characterized in that
the cover element (12; 22) is a horizontal sheet ele-
ment and moveable within a horizontal plane for
opening and closing the vapour pipe (10).

2. The exhaust closure system according to claim 1,
characterized in that
the cover element is formed as an end portion of the
slider (12) and linearly moveable for opening and
closing the vapour pipe (10).

3. The exhaust closure system according to claim 1,
characterized in that
the cover element (22) is pivoting around a vertical
axis (28) and connected to the slider (12) via a hinged
joint (24).

4. The exhaust closure system according to claim 3,
characterized in that
the cover element (22) is a two-armed lever, wherein
a first arm is provided for covering the vapour pipe
(10) and a second arm is connected to the slider (12)
via the hinged joint (24), and wherein the first arm
has at least the double length of the second arm.

5. The exhaust closure system according to any one
of the preceding claims,
characterized in that
the exhaust closure system comprises at least one
guide element (14) for the slider (12).

6. The exhaust closure system according to any one
of the preceding claims,
characterized in that
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the exhaust closure system is provided for a cooking
oven with a horizontal cooling channel in an upper
portion of the oven cavity, wherein the cooling chan-
nel is arranged above the vapour pipe (10), and
wherein an upper end of the vapour pipe (10) is con-
nected to said cooling channel.

7. The exhaust closure system according to claim 6,
characterized in that
the cover element (12; 22) is arranged inside the
cooling channel.

8. The exhaust closure system according to claim 6 or
7,
characterized in that
the guide element (14) is arranged inside the cooling
channel.

9. The exhaust closure system according to any one
of the claims 6 to 8,
characterized in that
the slider (12) is partially arranged inside the cooling
channel.

10. The exhaust closure system according to any one
of the claims 6 to 9,
characterized in that
the driving device (16) is arranged outside the cool-
ing channel and outside the oven cavity.

11. The exhaust closure system according to any one
of the preceding claims,
characterized in that
the slider (12) and/or the cover element (12; 22) are
made of a shape memory alloy.

12. The exhaust closure system according to any one
of the preceding claims,
characterized in that
the driving device (16) is arranged on a top wall (20)
of the oven cavity.

13. The exhaust closure system according to any one
of the preceding claims,
characterized in that
the driving device (16) is a motor, an actuator or a
shape memory alloy.

14. A cooking oven with a vertical vapour pipe (10) in an
upper portion of the oven cavity, wherein a lower end
of the vapour pipe (10) is connected to the oven cav-
ity,
characterized in that
the cooking oven includes the exhaust closure sys-
tem according to any one of the claims 1 to 13.

15. The cooking oven according to claim 14,
characterized in that

the cooking oven includes a horizontal cooling chan-
nel in an upper portion of the oven cavity, wherein
the cooling channel is arranged above the vapour
pipe (10), and wherein an upper end of the vapour
pipe (10) is connected to said cooling channel.
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