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(54) Cooling apparatus for machine room of refrigerator using nacelle shape

(57) This specification relates to a cooling system for
a machine room of a refrigerator using a nacelle shape,
and more particularly, to a cooling system for a machine
room of a refrigerator, capable of cooling the machine
room of the refrigerator by using a smaller blowing fan in
a nacelle shape, which can acquire more air than using
conventional fan blades, remarkably reduce noise of the
fan and ensure a sufficient space, in a system for cooling
the compressor and the condenser using the convention-

al fan, thereby efficiently cooling the compressor and the
condenser installed in the machine room. This specifica-
tion provides an apparatus for cooling a machine room
of a refrigerator using a nacelle shape, including a com-
pressor installed in the machine room, a condenser in-
stalled in the machine room and connected to the com-
pressor via a connection pipe, and a nacelle duct installed
in the machine room to cool the compressor and the con-
denser by blowing air, and having a central opening.
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Description

[0001] This specification relates to a cooling apparatus
for a machine room of a refrigerator using a nacelle
shape, and more particularly, to a cooling system for a
machine room of a refrigerator capable of cooling the
machine room of the refrigerator, by using a smaller cool-
ing fan in a nacelle shape, which can acquire more air
than using conventional fan blades, remarkably reduce
noise of the fan and ensure a sufficient space in a system
for cooling a compressor and a condenser using the con-
ventional fan.
[0002] In general, a refrigerator is a freezing and re-
frigerating device capable of keeping foods in a fresh
state for a long term of time by lowering a temperature
inside the refrigerator by repetition of a refrigeration cycle
of compression-condensation-expansion-evaporation of
a refrigerant.
[0003] Hereinafter, description will be given of a struc-
ture of cooling a machine room of the related art refrig-
erator having a compressor for compressing a refrigerant
of low temperature and low pressure into a refrigerant of
high temperature and high pressure, and a condenser
for allowing heat exchange between the refrigerant
passed through the compressor and external air, for per-
forming the refrigeration cycle of the refrigerator, with ref-
erence to FIG. 1.
[0004] A compressor 10 is installed at one side in a
machine room 1, and a condenser 20 for generating a
lot of heat is installed at a side of the compressor 10. The
compressor 10 and the condenser 20 are connected via
a connection pipe 40 as a refrigerant connection passage
for allowing the flow of the refrigerant. A cooling fan 30
is located at a side of the condenser 20 and axially cou-
pled to a motor, so as to cool the compressor 10 by for-
cibly blowing heat generated within the machine room 1,
especially, heat generated in the condenser 20.
[0005] Also, a machine room case 50 is mounted to
outside of the machine room 1. The machine room case
50 protects those components and has a plurality of inlets
for smooth cooling of inside of the machine room 1.
[0006] With the configuration, while the refrigerator is
driven, the compressor 10 and the condenser 20 installed
within the machine room 1 run and accordingly generate
heat. Simultaneously, with the rotation of the cooling fan
30 in response to the motor being driven, air is introduced
into the machine room 1 via the inlets of the case 50. The
air introduced by the cooling fan 30 is delivered to the
condenser 20, discharging the heat generated in the con-
denser 30.
[0007] In the thusly-configured machine room of the
refrigerator, the single cooling fan cools the compressor
as well as the condenser generating a large quantity of
heat. This may lower cooling efficiency. To overcome the
problem, a size of the cooling fan or the number of turns
thereof increases, which causes another problem in an
increase in vibration and noise.
[0008] Also, as the cooling fan is located at the one

side of the condenser, air flowed through the condenser
is heated, so it is improper to cool the compressor. Ac-
cordingly, compression efficiency of the compressor is
lowered, thereby increasing power consumption.
[0009] Air of high temperature discharged at the front
of the condenser is re-sucked via a suction portion, low-
ering a heat exchange rate of the condenser by the cool-
ing fan.
[0010] Therefore, an object of the detailed description
is to provide an apparatus for cooling a machine room of
a refrigerator using a nacelle shape, capable of increas-
ing cooling efficiency by sucking external air into a ma-
chine room by virtue of an improved cooling structure of
the machine room, increasing compression and conden-
sation efficiencies responsive to the increase in the cool-
ing efficiency, and preventing noise generation by install-
ing a cooling fan in a lower portion of a nacelle duct with-
out being exposed.
[0011] Another object of the detailed description is to
provide an apparatus for cooling a machine room of a
refrigerator using a nacelle shape, capable of achieving
a cooling effect using a smaller cooling fan, which is in-
stalled in a lower portion of a separate nacelle duct with-
out being exposed to suck external air and cool the ma-
chine room using the sucked external air.
[0012] Another object of the detailed description is to
provide an apparatus for cooling a machine room of a
refrigerator, capable of enhancing spatial efficiency with-
in the machine room by installing a condenser in a central
opening formed at a blowing unit of a nacelle duct.
[0013] To achieve these objects, there is provided an
apparatus for cooling a machine room of a refrigerator
using a nacelle shape, the apparatus including a com-
pressor installed in the machine room, a condenser in-
stalled in the machine room and connected to the com-
pressor via a connection pipe, and a nacelle duct installed
in the machine room to cool the compressor and the con-
denser by blowing air, and having a central opening.
[0014] In one aspect, the nacelle duct may include a
blowing unit having the central opening, the blowing unit
having an air flowing path as an internal path for air flow
and a blowing nozzle for discharging air.
[0015] The nacelle duct may include a fan mounting
unit connected to the blowing unit at a lower portion of
the nacelle duct and configured to mount a blowing fan
therein, a blowing fan installed in the fan mounting unit
to suck external air and blow the sucked external air to-
ward the blowing unit, and a cover configured to cover
an upper portion of the fan mounting unit and prevent air
from being discharged to the exterior.
[0016] In another aspect, the fan mounting unit may
include an external air inlet formed at a lower portion
thereof for introduction of the external air, which is to be
used to cool the machine room.
[0017] In another aspect, the blowing unit may have a
streamlined section, and include the blowing nozzle lo-
cated at the front, an outer barrier, an inner barrier and
a rear curved portion, so as to blow introduced air toward

1 2 



EP 2 570 756 A2

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the front blowing nozzle.
[0018] In another aspect, the fan mounting unit may
include an outer casing as an external barrier for sur-
rounding an outer circumference of the blowing fan, a
recessed portion configured to allow the blowing fan to
be inserted therein with a space gap therebetween, and
blowing openings configured to allow air generated by
the blowing fan to be discharged toward the blowing unit.
[0019] In another aspect, the blowing openings may
be formed at positions facing each other on the outer
casing so as to blow air toward the blowing unit.
[0020] In another aspect, the fan mounting unit may
include duct fixing holes to fix the nacelle duct onto a
bottom of the machine room.
[0021] In another aspect, the blowing fan may include
a plurality of blades to blow sucked air, a blade fixing
portion to which one end of each of the blades is fixed,
and a driving shaft connected to a driving motor to rotate
the blades.
[0022] In another aspect, the blowing fan may further
include a blade frame to circularly fix the other end of
each of the plurality of blades.
[0023] In another aspect, the cover may include a
mounting recess fixed onto an upper portion of the fan
mounting unit, and a driving shaft inserting portion in
which the driving shaft of the blowing fan is inserted.
[0024] In another aspect, the condenser may be locat-
ed in the central opening of the blowing unit to enhance
spatial efficiency of the machine room.
[0025] As described above, this specification can
achieve the following effects by the aforementioned so-
lution, and configuration and coupling and operating re-
lations to be explained later.
[0026] In accordance with this specification, cooling
may be performed by using introduced external air for
enhancement of cooling efficiency and a smaller blowing
fan is installed in a lower portion of a nacelle duct without
being exposed. This may maximize the introduction of
the external air even using the smaller fan, and noise
generated by the blowing fan may be reduced without an
excessive increase in the number of turns of the blowing
fan.
[0027] This specification may prevent those problems
of lowering of cooling efficiency due to reuse of air of high
temperature generated by a compressor within the ma-
chine room and lowering of cooling efficiency with respect
to the compressor by a condenser, which may result in
an increase in compression efficiency of the compressor
and reduction of power consumption of the refrigerator.
[0028] A condenser may be disposed in a central open-
ing formed at a blowing unit of a nacelle duct, maximizing
an overall space usage of the machine room.
[0029] The constituent components of the present dis-
closure may be added to the internal structure of the re-
lated art machine room without a great change. This may
reduce a fabricating cost of the refrigerator and also allow
for fabrication of a refrigerator having an improved func-
tion by using the related art refrigerator.

[0030] Without exposing the blowing fan in the ma-
chine room, noise generated due to rotation of the blow-
ing fan within a sealed space can be reduced, and inter-
ference with other components within the machine room
can be avoided, preventing mis-operation.
[0031] The cooling fan may be installed in a sealed
space by a fan mounting unit and a cover, so as to be
free from contaminants such as dust in the machine
room, which may result in an increase in cooling efficien-
cy. Also, a cleaning management may be rarely required
by virtue of the configuration, resulting in enhancement
of durability.
[0032] Further scope of applicability of the present ap-
plication will become more apparent from the detailed
description given hereinafter. However, it should be un-
derstood that the detailed description and specific exam-
ples, while indicating preferred embodiments of the in-
vention, are given by way of illustration only, since various
changes and modifications within the scope of the inven-
tion will become apparent to those skilled in the art from
the detailed description.
[0033] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this specifi-
cation, illustrate exemplary embodiments and together
with the description serve to explain the principles of the
invention.

FIG. 1 is a view showing an apparatus for cooling a
machine room of a refrigerator according to the re-
lated art;
FIG. 2 is view showing an apparatus for cooling a
machine room of a refrigerator using a nacelle shape
in accordance with the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the nacelle duct
in the apparatus for cooling the machine room of the
refrigerator;
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of a blowing unit of the
nacelle duct shown in FIG. 3;
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a cover of the nacelle
duct shown in FIG. 3;
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a blowing fan of the
nacelle duct shown in FIG. 3;
FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating a fan mount-
ing unit of the nacelle duct shown in FIG. 3; and
FIG. 8 is a view showing an inserted state of a con-
denser into a central opening of a nacelle duct in
accordance with another exemplary embodiment of
the present disclosure.

[0034] Description will now be given in detail of an ap-
paratus for cooling a machine room of a refrigerator using
a nacelle shape according to the exemplary embodi-
ments, with reference to the accompanying drawings.
For the sake of brief description with reference to the
drawings, the same or equivalent components will be pro-
vided with the same reference numbers, and description
thereof will not be repeated.
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[0035] Technical terms used in this specification are
used to merely illustrate specific embodiments, and
should be understood that they are not intended to limit
the present disclosure. As far as not being defined dif-
ferently, all terms used herein including technical or sci-
entific terms may have the same meaning as those gen-
erally understood by an ordinary person skilled in the art
to which the present disclosure belongs, and should not
be construed in an excessively comprehensive meaning
or an excessively restricted meaning. In addition, if a
technical term used in the description of the present dis-
closure is an erroneous term that fails to clearly express
the idea of the present disclosure, it should be replaced
by a technical term that can be properly understood by
the skilled person in the art. In addition, general terms
used in the description of the present disclosure should
be construed according to definitions in dictionaries or
according to its front or rear context, and should not be
construed to have an excessively restrained meaning.
[0036] In the related art cooling method for a machine
room of a refrigerator, a compressor and a condenser
have been cooled using external air introduced in re-
sponse to rotation of a fan blade located within the ma-
chine room. Here, the limited small space of the machine
room has caused an interference with other components
upon installation, and the rotation of the fan blade has
generated a lot of noise.
[0037] On the contrary, in a cooling system for a ma-
chine room of a refrigerator using a nacelle shape ac-
cording to the present disclosure, more air may be ac-
quired by a smaller fan than the conventional fan, and
actually less air is introduced by the fan so as to reduce
power consumption by a motor for driving the fan. Also,
no interference with a fan blade due to various compo-
nents may result in remarkable reduction of noise of the
fan blade.
[0038] In addition, with an installation of a na-
celle-shaped duct at outside of a condenser, a space for
a condensing system may be reduced when the con-
densing system is inserted into a central opening of the
nacelle duct, maximizing space usage.
[0039] Hereinafter, description will be given in detail of
an apparatus for cooling a machine room of a refrigerator
using a nacelle shape in accordance with the present
disclosure, with reference to FIGS. 2 to 8.
[0040] FIG. 2 is view showing an apparatus for cooling
a machine room of a refrigerator using a nacelle shape
in accordance with the present invention, FIG. 3 is a per-
spective view showing the nacelle duct in the apparatus
for cooling the machine room of the refrigerator, FIG. 4
is a sectional view of a blowing unit of the nacelle duct
shown in FIG. 3, FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a cover
of the nacelle duct shown in FIG. 3, FIG. 6 is a perspective
view of a blowing fan of the nacelle duct shown in FIG.
3, FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating a fan mounting
unit of the nacelle duct shown in FIG. 3, and FIG. 8 is a
view showing an inserted state of a condenser into a
central opening of a nacelle duct in accordance with an-

other exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0041] An apparatus for cooling a machine room 100
of a refrigerator using a nacelle shape according to the
present disclosure, as shown in FIG. 2, may include a
compressor 10 installed in the machine room 100 of the
refrigerator, a condenser 20 connected to the compres-
sor 10 via a connection pipe 40 within the machine room
100; and a nacelle duct 300 installed in the machine room
100 for cooling the compressor 10 and the condenser 20
to blow air and having a central opening.
[0042] As shown in FIG. 2, the machine room 100 of
the refrigerator is generally located at a lower portion of
the refrigerator and closed by a case 50. In the closed
space, the compressor 10 and the condenser 20 are con-
nected via the connection pipe 40 to make a refrigerant
circulated into the refrigerator. Here, as the compressor
10 and the condenser 20 run within the machine room
100, heat is generated and accordingly a system for cool-
ing the heat is constructed. The present disclosure uti-
lizes a nacelle duct 300 as a cooling structure.
[0043] The nacelle duct 300 may have a structure of a
non-exposed blade-type blowing fan that an opening is
formed at a central portion and a blade is not exposed.
Preferably, referring to FIG. 2, the nacelle duct 300 may
be installed between the compressor 10 and the con-
denser 20 with a spaced distance from each of them and
blow air or wind only toward the compressor 10 which
generates more heat.
[0044] Especially, the nacelle duct 300 may not blow
internal air of the machine room 100 but blow external
air of the machine room 100 to be introduced into the
machine room 100. Referring to FIG. 2, external air is
sucked from the lower side of the nacelle duct 300 to be
used for a cooling operation.
[0045] Hereinafter, the nacelle duct 300 will be de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 3. The nacelle duct 300
may include a blowing unit 310 having an air flowing path
314 as an internal path for flowing air and a blowing noz-
zle 313 for discharging the flowing air, a fan mounting
unit 350 connected to the blowing unit 310 at a lower
portion of the nacelle duct 300 and provided for mounting
a blowing fan 330 therein, a blowing fan 330 installed in
the fan mounting unit 350 to suck external air and blow
it toward the blowing unit 310, and a cover 320 to cover
an upper portion of the fan mounting unit 350 and prevent
the flowing air from being discharged to the outside.
[0046] As shown in FIG. 3, the nacelle duct 300 has a
closed structure except for the blowing nozzle 313 of the
blowing unit 310 to prevent an introduction of internal air
of the machine room 100, and employs a frame structure
having an open central portion which has a shape similar
to a square. Accordingly, the blowing fan 330 may be
mounted in the lower fan mounting unit 350 and obscured
by the cover 320, thereby being prevented from being
externally exposed.
[0047] As such, with the blowing fan 330 running in the
machine room without being exposed, the blowing fan
330 may avoid collision against other components within
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the machine room 100 and be free from dust in the ma-
chine room 100, having a more improved performance.
[0048] Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the blowing unit 310
may have a streamlined section. The blowing unit 310
may include the blowing nozzle 313 located at the front,
an outer barrier 311a, an inner barrier 311b and a rear
curved portion 312, thereby blowing introduced air to-
ward the front blowing nozzle 313.
[0049] The air flowing path 314 of the blowing unit 310,
as shown in the sectional view of FIG. 4, may be entirely
formed as a hollow pipe having a shape similar to "Π".
In the air flowing path 314, the blowing nozzle 313 may
be located to face the compressor 10 and accordingly
inject air sucked from the lower fan mounting unit 350
toward the compressor 20, cooling the machine room
100.
[0050] The air flowing path 314 is a hollow space
formed within the square-like frame of the blowing unit
310, and allows external air sucked by the blowing fan
330 to be discharged via the blowing nozzle 313 with
flowing up from the lower portion. The air flowing path
314 may be defined by the outer barrier 311 a and the
inner barrier 311 b formed of a flat plate and the rear
curved portion 312 formed at the rear facing the condens-
er 20 for minimizing resistance of the air flow. The front
surface of the air flowing path 314 is shown having the
blowing nozzle 313 as a cut-off groove for blowing air
toward the compressor 10.
[0051] The blowing nozzle 313, referring to FIGS. 3
and 4, corresponds to a portion through which air blown
is discharged, regarding the section of the air flowing
path 314, and may be formed in various shapes, gener-
ally, protruding forwardly to minimize the resistance of
the air discharge.
[0052] Hereinafter, description will be given of the
blowing fan 330 with reference to FIG. 5. The blowing
fan 330 may include a plurality of blades 333 for blowing
sucked external air, a blade fixing portion 335 for fixing
one end of each of the blades thereto, and a driving shaft
332 connected to a driving motor for rotating the blade.
[0053] The blowing fan 330 may be disposed inside
the fan mounting unit 350. The blowing fan 330 may be
driven by a driving motor (not shown) and have a function
of a cooling fan. That is, the blowing fan 330 may be
located in the lower portion of the nacelle duct 300 in a
non-exposed state, so as to induce air introduced via an
external air inlet 357 as a lower open space, which will
be explained later, toward sides to be blown into the air
flowing path 314 of the blowing unit 310.
[0054] Without exposing the blowing fan 330 in the ma-
chine room 100, noise generated due to the rotation of
the blowing fan within a sealed space may be reduced
and interference due to other components within the ma-
chine room 100 may be avoided, preventing mis-opera-
tion. In addition, the installation of the blowing fan 330
inside the space defined by the sealed fan mounting unit
350 and the cover 320 may result in an increase in cooling
efficiency by virtue of protection of the blowing fan 330

from contaminants such as dust within the machine room
or the like, and improvement of durability by virtue of rare
requirements of management for cleaning of the blowing
fan 330.
[0055] The blades 333 have to be formed to blow ex-
ternal air sucked from the lower portion toward the side
surface other than the upper side. Hence, as shown in
FIG. 5, a plurality of plates, which are vertically formed
to generate air or wind in an outer circumferential direc-
tion, may be spirally installed on the plate fixing portion
335.
[0056] Referring to FIG. 5, the blowing fan 330 may
further include a blade frame 331 for circularly fixing the
other end of each of the plurality of blades 333. Since
the one ends of the plurality of blades 333 may be fixed
to the blade fixing portion 335, destroy of wings to be
blown due to strong rotation may be concerned. To over-
come the concern, a circular frame may be installed to
integrally fix the other ends of the blades 333, enhancing
durability of the blades 333.
[0057] The driving shaft 331 may be connected to a
rotational shaft of the driving motor (not shown) located
at the lower portion of the nacelle duct 300, to rotate the
blowing fan 330.
[0058] The cover 320, as shown in FIG. 6, may be
formed as a circular plate. A mounting recess 321 for
fixing the cover 320 onto the fan mounting unit 350 may
be formed along an edge of the cover 320. Also, the cover
320 may include a driving shaft inserting portion 323 for
insertion of the driving shaft 332 therein.
[0059] The mounting recess 321 may be designed to
correspond to a shape of the upper portion of the fan
mounting unit 350 such that the cover 320 can be en-
gaged with the corresponding upper portion in a sealed
state. The driving shaft inserting portion 323 may allow
for insertion of the driving shaft 332 of the blowing fan
330 therein, facilitating rotation of the blowing fan 330.
[0060] The fan mounting unit 350, referring to FIG. 7,
may be formed in a cylindrical shape to define a space
in which the blowing fan 330 is inserted. Also, the upper
portion of the fan mounting unit 350 may be shielded by
the cover 320.
[0061] The fan mounting unit 350 may include an ex-
ternal air inlet 357 formed at a lower portion thereof for
introduction of external air therethrough, accordingly, the
external air may be used to cool the machine room of the
refrigerator. That is, the blowing fan 330 may blow air
introduced via the external air inlet 357 toward the side
such that the air can flow via the air flowing path 314 of
the blowing unit 310.
[0062] The external air inlet 357, referring to FIG. 7,
corresponds to the lower open portion of the fan mounting
unit 350. A driving motor (not shown) is installed at the
lower portion of the external air inlet 357, preferably with
avoiding blocking of the external air inlet 357 for smooth
introduction of external air.
[0063] In accordance with the present invention, inter-
nal air of the machine room is in a heated state by the
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compressor 10 and the condenser 20. Therefore, the in-
ternal air of the machine room may not be utilized, but
external air introduced into the machine room may be
used to cool the machine room, improving cooling effi-
ciency.
[0064] The fan mounting unit 350 may include an outer
casing 351 as an external barrier for surrounding an outer
circumference of the blowing fan 330, a recessed portion
352 in which the blowing fan 330 is inserted with a spaced
gap therebetween, and blowing openings 353a and 353b
for allowing air generated by the blowing fan 330 to be
discharged toward the blowing unit 310.
[0065] The outer casing 351, as shown in FIG. 7, is a
barrier formed in a cylindrical shape, and has a structure
that its lower portion is open to define the external air
inlet 357 and its upper portion is closed by the cover 320.
[0066] The recessed portion 352 may be formed along
an inner circumferential surface of the outer casing 351.
An edge portion of each blade 333 of the blowing fan 330
may rotate along the recessed portion 351 such that ex-
ternal air can flow.
[0067] Here, when the blades 333 are fixedly rein-
forced by the blade frame 331, the blade frame 331 may
be inserted into the recessed portion 352 with a spaced
gap therebetween, smoothing the rotation of the blowing
fan 330.
[0068] The blowing openings 353a and 353b are
through holes formed at portions where the blowing unit
310 and the fan mounting unit 350 are engaged with each
other. The formation of the blowing openings 353a and
353b may allow air generated by the blowing fan 330 to
flow toward the air flowing path 314 of the blowing unit
310.
[0069] Also, the blowing openings 353a and 353b, as
shown in FIG. 7, may preferably be formed at positions
where they face each other on the inner circumferential
surface of the outer casing 351.
[0070] The fan mounting unit 350 may include duct fix-
ing holes 354 formed at a lower side of an outer circum-
ference of the outer casing 351 to fix the nacelle duct 300
onto a bottom of the machine room 100. The duct fixing
holes 354 may be fixing holes formed at protruding ribs
to fix a device by using general bolts.
[0071] FIG. 8 shows another exemplary embodiment
according to the present invention, in which the condens-
er 20 is located in the central opening of the blowing unit
310 of the nacelle duct 300. This may enhance spatial
efficiency of the machine room. In general, in the appa-
ratus for cooling the machine room having the cooling
fan 30 of FIG. 1, a lot of heat is generated by the com-
pressor 10. Hence, most of air is blown toward the com-
pressor 10 to implement a cooling function. However, the
condenser 20 also generates heat. Eventually, the heat-
ed air by the condenser 20 has to be blown to the com-
pressor 10.
[0072] The system for cooling the compressor 10 using
the heated air by the condenser 20 through the cooling
fan 30 has a disadvantage in view of extremely low cool-

ing efficiency. On the contrary, FIG. 8 shows the structure
of sucking external air to cool the compressor 10.
[0073] Also, the blowing unit 310 of the nacelle duct
300 is formed in a shape of the frame which is open (pen-
etrates) in a shape of square. Hence, the condenser 20
may be installed in the central opening, which may ensure
a space sufficient in a horizontal direction, resulting in
maximization of spatial efficiency.
[0074] The foregoing embodiments and advantages
are merely exemplary and are not to be construed as
limiting the present disclosure. The present teachings
can be readily applied to other types of apparatuses. This
description is intended to be illustrative, and not to limit
the scope of the claims. Many alternatives, modifications,
and variations will be apparent to those skilled in the art.
The features, structures, methods, and other character-
istics of the exemplary embodiments described herein
may be combined in various ways to obtain additional
and/or alternative exemplary embodiments.
[0075] As the present features may be embodied in
several forms without departing from the characteristics
thereof, it should also be understood that the above-de-
scribed embodiments are not limited by any of the details
of the foregoing description, unless otherwise specified,
but rather should be construed broadly within its scope
as defined in the appended claims, and therefore all
changes and modifications that fall within the metes and
bounds of the claims, or equivalents of such metes and
bounds are therefore intended to be embraced by the
appended claims.

Claims

1. An apparatus for cooling a machine room (100) of a
refrigerator, the apparatus comprising a compressor
(10) installed in the machine room (100), and a con-
denser (20) installed in the machine room (100) and
connected to the compressor (10) via a connection
pipe (40),
the apparatus being characterized by using a na-
celle shape and by further comprising:

a nacelle duct (300) installed in the machine
room (100) to cool the compressor (10) and the
condenser (20) by blowing air, and having a cen-
tral opening.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the nacelle duct
(300) comprises:

a blowing unit (310) having the central opening,
the blowing unit (310) having an air flowing path
(314) as an internal path for air flow and a blow-
ing nozzle (313) for discharging air.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the nacelle duct
(300) comprises:
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a fan mounting unit (350) connected to the blow-
ing unit (310) at a lower portion of the nacelle
duct (310) and configured to mount a blowing
fan (330) therein;
a blowing fan (330) installed in the fan mounting
unit (350) to suck external air and blow the
sucked external air toward the blowing unit
(310); and
a cover (320) configured to cover an upper por-
tion of the fan mounting unit (350) and prevent
air from being discharged to the exterior.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the fan mounting
unit (350) comprises an external air inlet (357)
formed at a lower portion thereof for introduction of
the external air, the external air being used to cool
the machine room (100).

5. The apparatus of claim 2, 3 or 4, wherein the blowing
unit (310) has a streamlined section, the blowing unit
(310) including the blowing nozzle (313) located at
the front end, an outer barrier (311 a), an inner barrier
(311 b) and a rear curved portion (312), so as to blow
introduced air toward the front blowing nozzle (313).

6. The apparatus of any one of claims 2 to 5, wherein
the air flowing path (314) is formed as a hollow pipe.

7. The apparatus of any one of claims 3 to 6, wherein
the fan mounting unit (350) comprises:

an outer casing (351) as an external barrier for
surrounding an outer circumference of the blow-
ing fan (330);
a recessed portion (352) configured to allow the
blowing fan (330) to be inserted therein with a
space gap therebetween; and
blowing openings (353a, 353b) configured to al-
low air generated by the blowing fan (330) to be
discharged toward the blowing unit (310).

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the blowing open-
ings (353a, 353b) are formed at positions facing each
other on the outer casing so as to blow air toward
the blowing unit (310).

9. The apparatus of claim 7 or 8, wherein the fan mount-
ing unit (350) comprises duct fixing holes (354) to fix
the nacelle duct (300) onto a bottom of the machine
room (100).

10. The apparatus of any one of claims 3 to 9, wherein
the blowing fan (330) comprises:

a plurality of blades (333) to blow sucked air;
a blade fixing portion (335) to which one end of
each of the blades (333) is fixed; and
a driving shaft (332) connected to a driving motor

to rotate the blades.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the blowing fan
(330) further comprises a blade frame (331) to cir-
cularly fix the other end of each of the plurality of
blades (333).

12. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the cover (320)
comprises:

a mounting recess (321) fixed onto an upper por-
tion of the fan mounting unit (350); and
a driving shaft inserting portion (323) in which
the driving shaft of the blowing fan (330) is in-
serted.

13. The apparatus of any of claims 2 o 12, wherein the
condenser (20) is located in the central opening of
the blowing unit (310) to enhance spatial efficiency
of the machine room (100).
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