
J  
~ "   '  MM  II  II  II  MM  I  Ml  Ml  I  Ml  II  I  II 
European  Patent  Office  n o n   n  * 
_„.  -  j   ̂ »  ©  Publication  number:  0  3 8 3   0 8 0   B 1  
Office  europeen  des  brevets 

©  E U R O P E A N   PATENT  S P E C I F I C A T I O N  

©  Date  of  publication  of  patent  specification:  06.04.94  ©  Int.  CI.5:  G1  1C  1  1/40,  G1  1  C  7 /00,  
G11C  11/24,  G11C  7 /06  

©  Application  number:  90101625.3 

@  Date  of  filing:  26.01.90 

©  Semiconductor  memory  device. 

®  Priority:  31.01.89  JP  21004/89  K.K.  Toshiba,  1-1  Shibaura  1-chome,  Minato- 
ku 

@  Date  of  publication  of  application:  Tokyo  105(JP) 
22.08.90  Bulletin  90/34  Inventor:  Haraguchi,  Masanori,  c/o  Intellectual 

Property  Div 
©  Publication  of  the  grant  of  the  patent:  K.K.  Toshiba,  1-1  Shibaura  1-chome,  Minato- 

06.04.94  Bulletin  94/14  ku 
Tokyo  105(JP) 

©  Designated  Contracting  States: 
DE  FR  GB 

©  Representative:  Lehn,  Werner,  Dipl.-lng.  et  al 
©  References  cited:  Hoffmann,  Eitle  &  Partner, 

EP-A-  0  049  990  EP-A-  0  145  488  Patentanwalte, 
EP-A-  0  189  908  EP-A-  0  200  500  Postfach  81  04  20 
EP-A-  0  209  050  US-A-  4  715  015  D-81904  Munchen  (DE) 

©  Proprietor:  Kabushiki  Kaisha  Toshiba 
72,  Horikawa-cho 
Saiwai-ku 
Kawasaki-shi(JP) 

Proprietor:  TOSHIBA  MICRO-ELECTRONICS 
CORPORATION 
25-1,  Ekimaehoncho 
Kawasaki-ku  Kawasaki-shi(JP) 

@  Inventor:  Tanaka,  Yutaka,  c/o  Intellectual 
Property  Div. 

00 

00 

00 
00 
00 

Note:  Within  nine  months  from  the  publication  of  the  mention  of  the  grant  of  the  European  patent,  any  person 
may  give  notice  to  the  European  Patent  Office  of  opposition  to  the  European  patent  granted.  Notice  of  opposition 
shall  be  filed  in  a  written  reasoned  statement.  It  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  been  filed  until  the  opposition  fee 
has  been  paid  (Art.  99(1)  European  patent  convention). 

Rank  Xerox  (UK)  Business  Services 
(3.  10/3.09/3.3.3) 



1 EP  0  383  080  B1 2 

Description 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  semiconduc- 
tor  memory  device  in  which  a  pair  of  bit  lines  are 
precharged  prior  to  data  read  access,  and,  in  a 
data  read  mode,  a  potential  difference  between  the 
pair  of  bit  lines  is  amplified  by  a  sense  amplifier,  in 
order  to  sense  the  data. 

In  a  conventional  synchronous  semiconductor 
memory  device,  a  synchronous  clock  signal  is 
used  as  an  enable  signal  for  a  sense  amplifier  for 
sensing  data. 

Fig.  1  is  a  circuit  diagram  of  a  data  read 
system  circuit  of  a  memory  cell  contained  in  a 
conventional  synchronous  semiconductor  memory 
device. 

Memory  cell  14  includes  a  latch  circuit  15,  and 
n-channel  MOS  transistors  16  and  17  which  serve 
as  transfer  gates  and  are  inserted  between  the 
latch  circuit  15  and  a  pair  of  bit  lines  11  and  11, 
respectively.  The  gates  of  the  transistors  16  and  17 
are  connected  to  the  word  line  12  which,  along  with 
precharge  line  13,  is  intersected  by  bit  liens  11  and 
TT. 

A  precharge  circuit  section  18  includes  p-chan- 
nel  MOS  transistors  19  and  20,  one  terminal  of 
each  of  which  is  connected  to  the  corresponding 
one  of  the  pair  of  bit  lines  11  and  11,  the  other 
terminal  of  each  being  connected  to  a  power 
source  voltage  Vcc,  and  a  p-channel  MOS  transis- 
tor  21  connected  between  the  bit  lines  1  1  and 

11.  Gates  of  the  transistors  19,  20,  and  21  are 
connected  to  the  precharge  line  13. 

A  potential  difference  between  the  bit  lines  11 
and  1  1  is  input  across  the  gates  of  n-channel  MOS 
transistors  23  and  24,  to  which  the  bit  lines  are 
connected,  respectively.  P-channel  MOS  transistors 
25  and  26  are  inserted  between  the  power  source 
voltage  Vcc  and  one  terminal  of  the  transistor  23 
and  between  the  power  source  voltage  Vcc  and 
one  terminal  of  the  transistor  24,  respectively.  The 
gates  of  transistors  25  and  26  are  connected  to 
each  other,  and  are  commonly  connected  to  a 
connecting  node  SA  located  between  the  transis- 
tors  25  and  23.  An  n-channel  MOS  transistor  27 
having  a  gate  for  receiving  an  enable  signal  for 
differential  type  sense  amplifier  22  is  inserted  be- 
tween  the  other  terminal  of  each  of  the  transistors 
23  and  24,  and  a  ground  voltage  Vss.  A  sensing 
result  of  the  sense  amplifier  22  is  obtained  at  a 
connecting  node  SB  located  between  the  transis- 
tors  24  and  26,  and  is  output  as  an  output  Out 
through  two  inverters  28  and  29. 

Reference  numeral  30  denotes  a  read  control 
circuit  including  inverters  31,  32,  and  34,  and  a 
NAND  gate  33.  A  synchronous  clock  signal  CK 
having  a  constant  frequency  is  supplied  to  the 
inverters  31  and  32  located  in  separate  signal 

paths,  and  is  inverted  by  the  inverters  31  and  32. 
The  signal  inverted  by  the  inverter  31  is  supplied 
as  a  precharge  signal  PR  to  the  precharge  line  13. 
The  signal  inverted  by  the  inverter  32  is  supplied  to 

5  one  input  terminal  of  the  2-input  NAND  gate  33,  the 
other  input  terminal  of  the  gate  33  receiving  a 
read/write  signal  RW.  An  output  from  the  NAND 
gate  33  is  supplied  in  the  form  of  a  read  control 
signal  RD  via  the  inverter  34,  to  the  gate  of  the 

io  transistor  27  contained  in  the  sense  amplifier  22. 
Fig.  2  is  a  timing  chart  showing  waveforms  of 

sections  within  the  circuit  shown  in  Fig.  3,  when  in 
the  read  mode,  the  read/write  signal  RW  being  set 
at  "H"  level  in  this  mode.  A  read  operation  per- 

75  formed  by  the  circuit  shown  in  Fig.  3  will  now  be 
described  hereinafter,  with  reference  to  the  above- 
mentioned  timing  chart. 

When  the  signal  CK  goes  to  "H"  level,  the 
precharge  signal  PR  goes  to  "L"  level.  As  a  result, 

20  the  transistors  19,  20,  and  21  in  the  precharge 
circuit  18  are  turned  on,  and  the  bit  lines  11  and  11 
are  precharged  at  "H"  level. 

When  the  clock  signal  CK  goes  to  "L"  level 
from  "H"  level,  the  precharge  signal  PR  goes  to 

25  "H"  level,  and  the  precharge  operation  in  respect 
of  the  bit  lines  11  and  11  is  completed.  When  the 
signal  CK  goes  to  "L"  level  from  "H"  level,  the 
signal  RD  goes  to  "H"  level  from  "L"  level,  and  the 
transistor  27  is  turned  on,  as  a  result  of  which  the 

30  sense  amplifier  22  is  enabled. 
The  word  line  12  is  selected  by  a  decoder  (not 

shown),  and  a  signal  WD  goes  from  "L"  level  to 
"H"  level,  with  the  result  that  the  transistors  16  and 
17  in  the  memory  cell  14  are  turned  on,  and 

35  memory  data  "1"  or  "0"  in  the  latch  circuit  15  is 
read  out  on  the  bit  lines  1  1  and  11.  Bit  line  poten- 
tials  BT  and  BT  are  set  in  accordance  with  the 
readout  data.  If  the  potential  BT  is  set  at  "H"  level 
and  the  potential  BT  is  set  at  "L"  level,  the  poten- 

40  tial  BT  is  reduced  with  time.  When  a  predeter- 
mined  period  of  time  has  elapsed  and  the  dif- 
ference  between  the  potentials  BT  and  BT  is  set  to 
be  AV  or  more,  the  logic  level  of  the  node  SB  in 
the  sense  amplifier  22  becomes  "H",  and  this  "H"- 

45  level  signal  is  output  as  the  output  Out  through  the 
inverters  28  and  29. 

If  thejDotential  BT  is  set  at  "L"  level  and  the 
potential  BT  is  set  at  "H"  level,  the  potential  BT  is 
reduced  with  time.  As  a  result,  the  logic  level  of  the 

50  node  SB  becomes  "L";  hence  the  output  Out 
serves  as  an  "L"-level  signal. 

When  the  clock  signal  CK  again  goes  to  "H" 
level,  a  precharge  operation  in  respect  of  the  bit 
lines  1  1  and  1  1  is  started  by  the  precharge  circuit 

55  18.  On  the  other  hand,  the  signal  RD  goes  to  "L" 
level,  and  the  sense  amplifier  22  is  disabled. 

The  above-mentioned  conventional  memory 
device  has  a  problem,  however,  in  that  current 

2 
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consumption  in  the  read  mode  is  high,  due  to  a 
feedthrough  current  being  flown  over  an  extended 
period  of  time. 

More  specifically,  the  operation  period  of  the 
sense  amplifier  22  depends  on  the  level  of  the 
signal  RD,  and  for  this  reason,  the  sense  amplifier 
22  is  kept  enabled  during  a  period  t  wherein  the 
signal  RD  is  set  at  "H"  level.  In  other  words,  the 
sense  amplifier  22  is  not  disabled  until  the  clock 
signal  CK  goes  to  "H"  level  after  the  logic  level  of 
the  node  SB  is  determined.  Assume  that  the  poten- 
tial  BT  is  set  at  "H"  level  and  the  potential  BT  is 
set  at  "L"  level,  in  accordance  with  memory  data  of 
the  memory  cell  14.  In  this  case,  the  transistor  23 
is  turned  on,  and  the  potential  of  the  node  SA  is 
reduced.  Thereafter,  when  the  potential  of  the  node 
SA  exceeds  an  absolute  value  of  the  threshold 
voltage  of  the  transistor  25,  the  transistor  25  is 
turned  on.  As  a  result,  a  feedthrough  current  is 
generated  which  passes  through  the  transistors  25, 
23,  and  27,  and  flows  during  the  time  t  after  the 
logic  level  of  the  node  SB  is  determined.  As  a 
result,  current  consumption  in  the  read  mode  is 
high. 

Thus,  as  described  above,  the  conventional 
device  has  a  problem  in  that  its  current  consump- 
tion  is  high,  due  to  the  length  of  time  the  feedth- 
rough  current  is  supplied  to  the  sense  amplifier. 

The  present  invention  has  been  developed  in 
light  of  the  above  situation,  and  has  as  its  object  to 
provide  a  semiconductor  memory  device  in  which 
the  feedthrough  current  supplied  to  a  sense  am- 
plifier  in  a  read  mode  is  reduced,  thereby  to 
achieve  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  current  con- 
sumed  by  the  system  of  which  the  memory  device 
is  a  part. 

According  to  the  present  invention,  there  is 
provided  a  semiconductor  memory  device  compris- 
ing  a  memory  cell,  a  pair  of  bit  lines  connected  to 
the  memory  cell,  a  first  precharging  means,  for 
precharging  the  pair  of  bit  lines,  a  sense  amplifier 
for  amplifying  a  potential  difference  between  the 
pair  of  bit  lines,  a  dummy  bit  line  having  a  load 
capacitance  equal  to  that  of  each  of  the  pair  of  bit 
lines,  a  dummy  memory  cell  connected  to  said 
dummy  bit  line  and  having  a  bit  line  drive  capabil- 
ity  equal  to  that  of  the  memory  cell,  a  second 
precharging  means,  for  precharging  the  dummy  bit 
line,  a  selecting  means  for  simultaneously  selecting 
the  memory  cell  and  the  dummy  memory  cell,  a 
dummy  bit  line  potential  sensing  means,  for  sens- 
ing  that  the  potential  of  the  dummy  bit  line  is 
changed  from  a  precharge  potential  by  a  predeter- 
mined  potential  when  the  dummy  memory  cell  is 
selected  by  the  selecting  means,  and  a  sense 
amplifier  control  means  for  receiving  an  enable 
signal  which  enables  operation  of  the  sense  am- 
plifier,  and  a  sensed  signal  from  the  dummy  bit  line 

potential  sensing  means,  to  determine  an  operation 
period  of  the  sense  amplifier,  in  response  to  both 
the  enable  and  the  sensed  signals. 

The  operation  of  the  above-mentioned  memory 
5  device  is  as  follows. 

In  a  data  read  mode,  the  potential  of  each  of 
the  pair  of  bit  lines  is  changed  in  accordance  with 
the  data  contained  in  the  memory  cell.  The  sense 
amplifier  can  determine  the  data  read  out  from  the 

io  memory  cell  when  the  potential  difference  between 
the  pair  of  bit  lines  is  sufficiently  large.  A  potential 
of  the  dummy  bit  line  is  reduced  in  accordance 
with  reduction  of  potential  of  the  "L"  level  bit  line. 
When  a  predetermined  time  period  has  elapsed, 

is  the  potential  of  the  "L"  level  bit  line  is  reduced  by 
a  predetermined  potential.  When  the  output  data  is 
determined  by  the  sense  amplifier,  an  output  logic 
level  of  the  level  sensor  is  inverted,  and  the  sense 
amplifier  is  disabled.  In  other  words,  the  sense 

20  amplifier  is  kept  disabled  until  the  next  clock  signal 
is  generated  after  readout  output  data  is  deter- 
mined.  Therefore,  a  feedthrough  current  which 
flows  during  this  period  in  the  conventional  device 
does  not  flow  in  this  device,  and  current  consump- 

25  tion  can  be  extremely  decreased. 
This  invention  can  be  more  fully  understood 

from  the  following  detailed  description  when  taken 
in  conjunction  with  the  accompanying  drawings,  in 
which: 

30  Fig.  1  is  a  circuit  diagram  showing  a  memory 
cell  and  its  peripheral  circuits,  contained  in  a 
conventional  semiconductor  device; 
Fig.  2  is  a  timing  chart  of  signals  of  circuit 
components  shown  in  Fig.  1,  when  the  system 

35  is  in  a  data  read  mode; 
Fig.  3  is  a  circuit  diagram  showing  a  memory 
cell  and  its  peripheral  circuits,  contained  in  a 
semiconductor  device  according  to  an  embodi- 
ment  of  the  present  invention; 

40  Fig.  4  is  a  timing  chart  of  signals  of  circuit 
components  shown  in  Fig.  3,  when  the  system 
is  in  a  data  read  mode;  and 
Fig.  5  is  a  circuit  diagram  of  a  data  latch  circuit 
45  incorporated  in  the  circuit  shown  in  Fig.  3. 

45  An  embodiment  of  the  present  invention  will  be 
described  hereinafter,  with  reference  to  the  accom- 
panying  drawings. 

Fig.  3  is  a  circuit  diagram  of  a  data  read 
system  circuit  of  a  memory  cell  contained  in  a 

50  semiconductor  memory  device  according  to  the 
present  invention,  and  shows  a  memory  cell  14,  a 
precharge  circuit  18,  a  differential  type  sense  am- 
plifier  22,  and  a  read  control  circuit  30,  which  are 
arranged  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  conven- 

55  tional  device  shown  in  Fig.  1. 
More  specifically,  the  memory  cell  14  includes 

a  latch  circuit  15  and  n-channel  MOS  transistors  16 
and  17,  which  serve  as  transfer  gates  and  are 

3 



5 EP  0  383  080  B1 6 

inserted  between  the  latch  circuit  15  and  the  pair  of 
bit  lines  1  1  and  1  1  ,  respectively.  The  gates  of  the 
transistors  16  and  17  are  connected  to  the  word 
line  12  which,  along  with  precharge  line  13,  is 
intersected  by  bit  lines  1  1  and  1  1  . 

The  precharge  circuit  18  includes  p-channel 
MOS  transistors  19  and  20,  one  terminal  of  each  of 
which  is  connected  to  the  corresponding  one  of  the 
pair  of  bit  lines  11  and  11,  the  other  terminal  of 
each  being  connected  to  a  power  source  voltage 
Vcc,  and  a  p-channel  MOS  transistor  21  connected 
between  the  bit  lines  1  1  and  1  1  .  The  gates  of  the 
transistors  19,  20,  and  21  are  connected  to  the 
precharge  line  13. 

A  potential  difference  between  the  bit  lines  11 
and  1  1  is  input  across  the  gates  of  n-channel  MOS 
transistors  23  and  24,  to  which  the  bit  lines  are 
connected,  respectively.  P-channel  MOS  transistors 
25  and  26  are  inserted  between  the  power  source 
voltage  Vcc  and  one  terminal  of  the  transistor  23 
and  between  the  power  source  voltage  Vcc  and 
one  terminal  of  the  transistor  24,  respectively.  The 
gates  of  the  transistors  25  and  26  are  connected  to 
each  other,  and  are  commonly  connected  to  a 
connecting  node  SA  located  between  the  transis- 
tors  25  and  23.  An  n-channel  MOS  transistor  27 
having  a  gate  for  receiving  an  enable  signal  for  the 
sense  amplifier  22  is  inserted  between  the  other 
terminal  of  each  of  the  transistors  23  and  24,  and  a 
ground  voltage  Vss.  A  sensing  result  of  the  sense 
amplifier  22  is  obtained  at  a  connecting  node  SB 
located  between  the  transistors  24  and  26. 

Read  control  circuit  30  includes  inverters  31, 
32,  and  34,  and  a  NAND  gate  33.  A  synchronous 
clock  signal  CK  having  a  constant  frequency  is 
supplied  to  the  inverters  31  and  32  in  separate 
signal  paths,  and  is  inverted  by  the  inverters  31 
and  32.  The  signal  inverted  by  the  inverter  31  is 
supplied  as  a  precharge  signal  PR  to  the  precharge 
line  13.  The  signal  inverted  by  the  inverter  32  is 
supplied  to  one  input  terminal  of  the  2-input  NAND 
gate  33,  the  other  input  terminal  of  the  gate  33 
receiving  a  read/write  signal  RW.  An  output  from 
the  NAND  gate  33  is  output  through  the  inverter 
34,  as  a  read  control  signal  RD. 

This  embodiment  additionally  includes  a  dum- 
my  bit  line  41,  a  dummy  memory  cell  42,  a 
precharge  circuit  43,  a  level  sensor  44,  and  a  latch 
circuit  45. 

The  dummy  bit  line  41  is  made  of  the  same 
wiring  material  as  that  of  the  bit  lines  11  and  11, 
and  is  equal  in  length  to  bit  lines  11  and  11.  As  a 
result,  bit  line  41  has  a  load  capacity  equal  to  that 
of  these  bit  lines. 

The  dummy  cell  42  includes  an  inverter  46,  the 
input  terminal  of  which  is  connected  to  the  power 
source  voltage  Vcc,  and  an  n-channel  MOS  transis- 
tor  47  which  is  inserted  between  the  output  termi- 

nal  of  the  inverter  46  and  the  dummy  bit  line  41, 
and  the  gate  of  which  is  connected  to  the  word  line 
12.  The  dummy  cell  42  has  a  bit  line  drive  capabil- 
ity  equal  to  that  of  the  memory  cell  14. 

5  The  precharge  circuit  43  is  inserted  between 
the  power  source  voltage  Vcc  and  the  dummy  bit 
line  41,  and  includes  a  p-channel  MOS  transistor 
48,  the  gate  of  which  is  connected  to  the  precharge 
line  13. 

io  The  level  sensor  44  includes  a  NAND  gate  49 
and  inverters  50,  51  ,  and  52.  More  specifically,  the 
output  signal  RD  from  the  read  control  circuit  30  is 
supplied  to  one  input  terminal  of  the  NAND  gate 
49.  The  inverters  50  and  51  are  serially  inserted 

is  between  the  dummy  bit  line  41  and  the  other  input 
terminal  of  the  NAND  gate  49.  An  output  from  the 
NAND  gate  49  is  supplied  to  the  inverter  52,  and 
an  output  SN  (i.e.,  an  output  from  the  level  sensor 
44)  from  the  inverter  52  is  supplied  to  the  gate  of 

20  the  transistor  27  in  the  sense  amplifier  22. 
The  node  SB  in  the  sense  amplifier  22  is 

connected  to  an  input  terminal  D  of  the  latch  circuit 
45,  the  latch  control  terminal  TP  of  which  receives 
the  output  signal  SN  from  the  level  sensor  44.  The 

25  latch  circuit  45  additionally  has  an  output  terminal 
Q  through  which  an  output  Out  from  the  memory 
device  is  output. 

Fig.  4  is  a  timing  chart  showing  waveforms  of 
circuit  components  shown  in  Fig.  3,  when  the  cir- 

30  cuit  of  Fig.  3  is  in  a  read  mode.  The  read/write 
signal  RW  is  set  at  "H"  level,  when  the  circuit  is  in 
the  read  mode.  A  data  read  operation  will  be  de- 
scribed  hereinafter  with  reference  to  this  timing 
chart. 

35  When  the  clock  signal  CK  goes  to  "H"  level, 
the  precharge  signal  PR  goes  to  "L"  level.  As  a 
result,  the  transistors  19,  20,  and  21  in  the 
precharge  circuit  18  are  turned  on,  and  the  bit  lines 
11  and  11  are  precharged  at  "H"  level.  In  addition, 

40  the  transistor  48  in  the  precharge  circuit  43  is 
turned  on,  with  the  result  that  the  dummy  bit  line 
41  is  precharged  to  "H"  level.  In  short,  bit  line 
potentials  BT,  BT,  and  DB  are  all  set  at  "H"  level. 

The  setting  of  the  clock  signal  CK  at  "H"  level 
45  also  results  in  the  signal  RD  from  the  read  control 

circuit  30  being  set  at  "L"  level;  hence  the  output 
signal  SN  from  the  level  sensor  44  is  also  set  at 
"L"  level.  This  causes  the  transistor  27  in  the 
sense  amplifier  22  to  be  turned  off,  and  the  sense 

50  amplifier  22  to  be  disabled. 
When,  on  the  other  hand,  the  clock  signal  CK 

goes  from  "H"  level  to  "L"  level,  the  precharge 
signal  PR  goes  to  "H"  level,  and  a  precharge 
operation  for  the  bit  lines  11  and  11  and  for  the 

55  dummy  bit  lines  41  is  ended.  In  addition,  the  signal 
RD  goes  from  "L"  level  to  "H"  level,  and  thus  two 
inputs  to  the  NAND  gate  49  in  the  level  sensor  44 
go  to  "H"  level.  Hence,  the  signal  SN  35  goes  from 

4 
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"L"  level  to  "H"  level,  as  a  result  of  which  the 
transistor  27  is  turned  on  and  the  sense  amplifier 
22  is  enabled. 

The  word  line  12  is  selected  by  a  decoder  (not 
shown),  and  a  signal  WD  for  activating  the  word 
line  12  goes  from  "L"  level  to  "H"  level.  As  a 
result,  the  transistors  16  and  17  in  the  memory  cell 
14  are  turned  on,  so  that  memory  data  "1"  or  "0" 
in  the  latch  circuit  15  is  read  out  onto  the  bit  lines 
11  and  11,  and  bit  line  potentials  BT  and  BT  are 
set  in  accordance  with  the  memory  data.  In  addi- 
tion,  the  transistor  47  in  the  dummy  cell  42  is 
turned  on,  and  the  "L"  level  signal  is  output  onto 
the  dummy  bit  line  41  . 

If  thejxrtential  BT  is  set  at  "H"  level_and  the 
potential  BT  at  "L"  level,  the  potential  BT  is  re- 
duced  with  time.  When  a  predetermined  period  of 
time  has  elapsed  and  the  potential  difference  be- 
tween  the  bit  line  potentials  BT  and  BT  is  larger  to 
be  AV  or  more,  the  logic  level  of  the  node  SB  in 
the  sense  amplifier  22  is  set  at  "H"  level.  During 
the  period  in  which  the  signal  SN  is  set  at  "H" 
level,  the  latch  circuit  45  latches  the  "H"-level 
signal,  i.e.,  data  sensed  by  the  sense  amplifier. 

The  dummy  bit  line  potential  DB  is  reduced  in 
correspondence  with  reduction  in  bit  line  potential 
BT.  After  a  predetermined  period  of  time  has 
elapsed,  the  potential  DB  is  lowered  from  a 
precharge  potential  by  the  threshold  voltage  of  the 
inverter  50,  so  that  the  output  of  the  inverter  50  is 
inverted  to  "H"  level.  As  a  result,  the  output  signal 
SN  of  the  level  sensor  44  is  inverted  to  "L"  level, 
whereby  the  transistor  27  in  the  sense  amplifier  22 
is  turned  off,  and  the  sense  amplifier  22  is  dis- 
abled.  Consequently,  until  the  clock  signal  CK 
again  goes  to  "H"  level,  the  operation  of  the  sense 
amplifier  22  is  inhibited.  As  a  result,  a  current 
consumption  after  the  determination  of  the  data 
sensed  by  the  sense  amplifier,  due  to  a  feedth- 
rough  current  in  the  sense  amplifier,  can  be  re- 
duced. 

When  the  potential  BT  is  set  at  "L"  level  and 
the  potential  BT  is  set  at  "H"  level,  the  potential  BT 
is  reduced  with  time.  As  a  result,  the  logic  level  of 
the  node  SB  goes  to  "L"  level,  and  hence  the  level 
of  the  output  Out  goes  to  "L"  level. 

Fig.  5  is  a  circuit  diagram  showing  an  arrange- 
ment  of  the  data  latch  circuit  45  as  incorporated  in 
the  circuit  shown  in  Fig.  3. 

The  latch  circuit  45  includes  a  latch  section  61 
and  a  control  signal  generator  section  62. 

The  latch  section  61  includes  inverters  63,  64, 
and  65.  The  inverters  63  and  65  are  controlled  in 
response  to  control  signals  $  and  <£,  respectively, 
and  the  inverters  64  and  65  constitute  a  flip-flop 
circuit.  The  input  terminal  of  the  inverter  63  serves 
as  a  terminal  D  of  the  latch  circuit  45,  and  receives 
the  signal  SB.  A  signal  SB  received  is  level-in- 

verted  by  the  inverter  63,  and  further  level-inverted 
by  the  inverter  64.  The  resulting  inverted  signal  is 
output  as  an  output  signal  Out  from  a  terminal  Q. 
The  output  from  the  inverter  64  is  also  input  to  its 

5  input  terminal  through  the  inverter  65. 
The  control  signal  generator  section  62  gen- 

erates  the  control  signals  $  and  $  in  response  to 
the  signal  SN.  The  input  terminal  of  the  control 
signal  generator  section  62  forms  as  a  terminal  TP 

io  of  the  latch  circuit.  The  input  signal  SN  is  output  as 
the  non-inverted  control  signal  <£,  and  is  also  output 
through  an  inverter  66  as  the  control  signal  <£.  The 
control  signals  $  and  $  are  respectively  input  to 
the  inverters  63  and  65,  to  control  their  gates. 

75  When  the  signal  SN  is  set  at  "H"  level,  the 
control  signal  $  at  "H"  level,  and  the  control  signal 
i>  at  "L"  level.  As  a  result,  the  gate  of  the  inverter 
63  in  the  latch  section  61  is  opened,  the  gate  of  the 
inverter  65  is  closed,  and  hence  the  signal  SB  is 

20  latched  by  the  latch  section  61  . 
On  the  other  hand,  when  the  signal  SN  is  set  at 

"L"  level,  the  control  signal  $  is  set  at  "L"  level 
and  the  control  signal  $  is  set  at  "H"  level.  As  a 
result,  the  gate  of  the  inverter  63  in  the  latch 

25  section  61  is  closed,  and  the  gate  of  the  inverter  65 
is  opened.  Consequently,  the  signal  SB  is  not  input 
to  the  latch  section  61,  and  thus  is  not  latched. 

According  to  the  above  embodiment,  after  data 
is  determined  by  the  sense  amplifier,  the  sense 

30  amplifier  is  disabled,  reducing  a  feedthrough  cur- 
rent.  Therefore,  wasteful  current  consumption  can 
be  decreased. 

In  addition,  the  read  operation  can  be  per- 
formed  at  high  speed  substantially  the  same  as 

35  that  in  the  conventional  device. 
The  dummy  bit  line  and  its  peripheral  circuits 

are  suitable  for  design  of  a  variable  memory  capac- 
ity  type  RAM  required  in  an  ASIC  (IC  for  specific 
application  -  application  specific  integrated  circuit). 

40  This  is  because,  even  if  a  RAM  having  an  arbitrary 
size  is  designed,  a  timing  at  which  the  sense 
amplifier  is  disabled  is  automatically  changed  de- 
pending  on  a  load  capacity  of  bit  line. 

As  has  been  described  above,  according  to  the 
45  present  invention,  there  is  provided  a  semiconduc- 

tor  memory  device  for  reducing  a  feedthrough  cur- 
rent  supplied  to  the  sense  amplifier,  thus  reducing 
current  consumption  of  the  memory  system. 

Reference  signs  in  the  claims  are  intended  for 
50  better  understanding  and  shall  not  limit  the  scope. 

Claims 

1.  A  semiconductor  memory  device  comprising: 
55  a  memory  cell  (14); 

a  pair  of  bit  lines  (11,  11)  connected  to 
said  memory  cell; 

first  precharging  means  (18),  for  prechar- 

5 
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ging  said  pair  of  bit  lines; 
a  sense  amplifier  (22)  for  amplifying  a  po- 

tential  difference  between  said  pair  of  bit  lines; 
a  dummy  bit  line  (41)  having  a  load  capac- 

ity  equal  to  that  of  each  of  said  pair  of  bit  lines; 
a  dummy  memory  cell  (42)  connected  to 

said  dummy  bit  line  (41)  and  having  a  bit  line 
drive  capability  equal  to  that  of  said  memory 
cell;  and 

second  precharging  means  (43),  for 
precharging  said  dummy  bit  line, 

characterized  by  further  comprising: 
selecting  means  (12)  for  simultaneously 

selecting  said  memory  cell  and  said  dummy 
memory  cell; 

dummy  bit  line  potential  sensing  means 
(50)  for  sensing  that  the  potential  of  said  dum- 
my  bit  line  is  changed  from  a  precharge  poten- 
tial  by  a  predetermined  potential  when  said 
dummy  memory  cell  is  selected  by  said  se- 
lecting  means;  and 

sense  amplifier  control  means  (51  ,  49,  52) 
for  receiving  an  enable  signal  (RD)  which  en- 
ables  an  operation  of  said  sense  amplifier,  and 
a  sensed  signal  (DB)  from  said  dummy  bit  line 
potential  sensing  means  (50)  to  determine  an 
operation  period  of  said  sense  amplifier  (22),  in 
response  to  both  the  enable  and  the  sensed 
signals. 

2.  A  device  according  to  claim  1,  characterized 
by  further  comprising  latch  means  (45),  con- 
trolled  in  response  to  an  output  from  said 
sense  amplifier  control  means,  for  latching  an 
output  from  said  sense  amplifier. 

3.  A  device  according  to  claim  1  ,  characterized  in 
that  said  dummy  bit  line  potential  sensing 
means  comprises  an  inverter  (50),  connected 
to  said  dummy  bit  line,  for  inverting  an  output 
level  of  said  sensing  means  when  a  potential 
of  said  dummy  bit  line  exceeds  a  threshold 
voltage  thereof. 

4.  A  device  according  to  claim  3,  characterized  in 
that  said  sense  amplifier  control  means  com- 
prises  a  first  inverter  (51),  for  inverting  a  level 
of  an  output  signal  from  said  inverter  (50)  in 
said  dummy  bit  line  potential  sensing  means,  a 
NAND  gate  (49)  for  obtaining  the  output  signal 
from  said  first  inverter  (51)  and  the  enable 
signal,  and  a  second  inverter  (52),  for  inverting 
a  level  of  the  output  signal  from  said  NAND 
gate. 

5.  A  device  according  to  claim  2,  characterized  in 
that  said  latch  means  (45)  comprises  a  control 
signal  generator  section  (62)  for  receiving  an 

output  signal  from  said  sense  amplifier  control 
means,  to  output  first  and  second  complimen- 
tary  level  control  signals  (<#>,<#>),  and  a  latch 
section  (61)  for  latching  the  output  signal  from 

5  said  sense  amplifier  in  response  to  the  control 
signal  (<£)  from  said  control  signal  generator 
section. 

6.  A  device  according  to  claim  5,  characterized  in 
io  that  said  latch  section  (61)  comprises  an  in- 

verter  (63),  controlled  in  response  to  the  first 
control  signal  (<£),  for  inverting  a  level  of  the 
output  signal  from  said  sense  amplifier,  and  a 
flip-flop  circuit  (64,  65),  controlled  in  response 

is  to  the  second  control  signal  (<£),  for  latching 
the  output  signal  from  said  inverter  (63). 

7.  A  device  according  to  claim  6,  characterized  in 
that  said  flip-flop  circuit  (64,  65)  comprises  a 

20  first  inverter  (64),  for  inverting  a  level  of  an 
output  signal  from  said  inverter  (63)  in  said 
latch  section  (61),  to  output  the  inverted  signal 
as  an  output  signal  (Q)  from  said  latch  means, 
and  a  second  inverter  (65),  controlled  in  re- 

25  sponse  to  the  second  control  signal  (<£),  for 
inverting  a  level  of  an  output  signal  (Q)  from 
said  first  inverter  (64),  to  output  the  inverted 
signal  to  an  input  of  said  first  inverter  (64). 

30  Patentanspruche 

1.  Halbleiterspeichereinrichtung  mit: 
einer  Speicherzelle  (14); 
einem  mit  der  Speicherzelle  verbundenem 

35  Bitleitungspaar  (1  1  ,  1  1); 
einer  ersten  Vorladeeinrichtung  (18)  fur 

das  Vorladen  des  Bitleitungspaares; 
einem  Leseverstarker  (22)  zum  Verstarken 

einer  Potentialdifferenz  im  Bitleitungspaar; 
40  einer  Ersatz-Bitleitung  (41)  mit  einer  Last- 

kapazitat,  die  gleich  der  jeder  Leitung  des  Bit- 
leitungspaares  ist; 

einer  Ersatz-Speicherzelle  (42),  die  mit  der 
Ersatz-Bitleitung  (41)  verbunden  ist,  und  die 

45  ein  Bitleitungstreibervermogen  gleich  dem  der 
Speicherzelle  aufweist;  und 

einer  zweiten  Vorladeeinrichtung  (43),  zum 
Vorladen  der  Ersatz-Bitleitung, 

dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  sie  ferner 
50  aufweist: 

eine  Selektionseinrichtung  (12)  zur  gleich- 
zeitigen  Auswahl  der  Speicherzelle  und  der 
Ersatz-Speicherzelle; 

eine  Potentialleseeinrichtung  (50)  fur  die 
55  Ersatz-Bitleitung,  urn  auszulesen,  dal3  sich  das 

Potential  der  ErsatzBitleitung  urn  ein  vorgege- 
benes  Potential  von  einem  Vorladepotential 
aus  geandert  hat,  wenn  die  Ersatz-Speicherzel- 

6 
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le  von  der  Selektionseinrichtung  selektiert  wird; 
und 

eine  Leseverstarkersteuereinrichtung  (51  , 
49,  52)  zum  Empfangen  eines  Freigabesignals 
(RD),  das  einen  Betrieb  des  Leseverstarkers 
freigibt,  und  eines  von  der  Potentialleseeinrich- 
tung  (50)  fur  die  Ersatz-Bitleitung  ausgelese- 
nen  Signals  (DB),  urn  eine  Betriebszeit  des 
Leseverstarkers  (22)  als  Reaktion  sowohl  auf 
die  Freigabe-  als  auch  auf  die  Lesesignale  zu 
bestimmen. 

2.  Einrichtung  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  dal3  sie  ferner  eine  Zwischenspei- 
chereinrichtung  (45)  enthalt,  die  entsprechend 
einem  Ausgangssignal  von  der  Leseverstarker- 
steuereinrichtung  gesteuert  wird,  urn  ein  Aus- 
gangssignal  von  dem  Leseverstarker  zwischen- 
zuspeichern. 

3.  Einrichtung  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  dal3  die  Potentialleseeinrichtung  fur 
die  Ersatz-Bitleitung  einen  Inverter  (50)  enthalt, 
der  mit  der  Ersatz-Bitleitung  verbunden  ist,  urn 
einen  Ausgangssignalpegel  der  Leseeinrich- 
tung  zu  invertieren,  wenn  ein  Potential  der 
Ersatz-Bitleitung  eine  Schwellenspannung  von 
ihr  uberschreitet. 

4.  Einrichtung  nach  Anspruch  3,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  dal3  die  Leseverstarkersteuereinrich- 
tung  einen  ersten  Inverter  (51)  zum  Invertieren 
eines  Ausgangssignalpegels  von  dem  Inverter 
(50)  in  der  Potentialleseeinrichtung  fur  die  Er- 
satz-Bitleitung,  ein  NAND-Gatter  (49)  fur  die 
Aufnahme  des  Ausgangssignals  von  dem  er- 
sten  Inverter  (51)  und  des  Freigabesignals  und 
einen  zweiten  Inverter  (52)  zum  Invertieren  ei- 
nes  Ausgangssignalpegels  von  den  NAND-Gat- 
ter  aufweist. 

5.  Einrichtung  nach  Anspruch  2,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  dal3  die  Zwischenspeichereinrichtung 
(45)  einen  Steuersignal-Erzeugungsabschnitt 
(62)  zum  Empfangen  eines  Ausgangssignals 
von  der  Leseverstarkereinrichtung  aufweist,  urn 
erste  und  zweite  Steuersignale  (<£,  <£)  mit  kom- 
plementaren  Pegeln  auszugeben,  und  einen 
Zwischenspeicherbereich  (61),  urn  das  Aus- 
gangssignal  von  dem  Leseverstarker  als  Reak- 
tion  auf  das  Steuersignal  (<£)  von  dem  Steuer- 
signal-Erzeugungsbereich  zwischenzuspei- 
chern. 

6.  Einrichtung  nach  Anspruch  5,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  dal3  der  Zwischenspeicherbereich 
(61)  einen  Inverter  (63)  aufweist,  der  in  Abhan- 
gigkeit  von  dem  ersten  Steuersignal  (<j>)  ge- 

steuert  wird,  urn  einen  Ausgangssignalpegel 
von  dem  Leseverstarker  zu  invertieren,  und 
eine  Flipflop-Schaltung  (64,  65)  die  in  Abhan- 
gigkeit  von  dem  zweiten  Steuersignal  (  <£)  ge- 

5  steuert  wird,  urn  das  Ausgangssignal  von  dem 
Inverter  (63)  zwischenzuspeichern. 

7.  Einrichtung  nach  Anspruch  6,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  dal3  die  Flipflop-Schaltung  (64,  65) 

io  einen  ersten  Inverter  (64)  zum  Invertieren  eines 
Ausgangssignalpegels  von  dem  Inverter  (63)  in 
dem  Zwischenspeicherabschnitt  (61)  aufweist, 
urn  das  invertierte  Signal  als  ein  Ausgangssi- 
gnal  (Q)  von  der  Zwischenspeichereinrichtung 

is  auszugeben,  und  einen  zweiten  Inverter  (65), 
der  einem  zweiten  Steuersignal  (<£)  entspre- 
chend  gesteuert  wird,  urn  den  Pegel  eines 
Ausgangssignals  (Q)  von  dem  ersten  Inverter 
(64)  zu  invertieren,  urn  das  invertierte  Signal 

20  an  einen  Eingang  des  ersten  Inverters  (64) 
auszugeben. 

Revendicatlons 

25  1.  Memoire  a  semi-conducteur  comprenant  : 
une  cellule  memoire  (14); 
une  paire  de  lignes  de  binaires  (11,  11) 

reliees  a  la  cellule  memoire; 
un  premier  dispositif  de  precharge  (18), 

30  pour  precharger  ladite  paire  de  lignes  de  binai- 
res; 

un  amplificateur  de  lecture  (22)  pour  am- 
plifier  une  difference  de  potentiel  entre  ladite 
paire  de  lignes  de  binaires; 

35  une  ligne  de  binaires  fictive  (41)  ayant  une 
capacite  de  charge  egale  a  celle  de  chacune 
desdites  paires  de  lignes  de  binaires; 

une  cellule  memoire  fictive  (42)  reliee  a 
ladite  ligne  de  binaires  fictive  (41)  et  ayant  une 

40  capacite  de  commande  de  lignes  de  binaires 
egale  a  celle  de  la  cellule  memoire;  et 

un  second  dispositif  de  precharge  (43), 
pour  precharger  ladite  ligne  de  binaires  fictive, 

caracterise  en  ce  qu'elle  comprend  en  ou- 
45  tre: 

un  dispositif  de  selection  (12)  pour  selec- 
tionner  simultanement  ladite  cellule  memoire 
et  ladite  cellule  memoire  fictive; 

un  dispositif  de  detection  de  potentiel  de 
50  la  ligne  de  binaires  fictive  (50),  pour  detecter 

que  le  potentiel  de  ladite  ligne  de  binaires 
fictive  passe  d'un  potentiel  de  precharge  a  un 
potentiel  predetermine  lorsque  ladite  cellule 
memoire  fictive  est  selectionnee  par  ledit  dis- 

ss  positif  de  selection;  et 
un  dispositif  de  commande  de  I'amplifica- 

teur  de  lecture  (51,  49,  52)  pour  recevoir  un 
signal  de  validation  (RD)  qui  permet  un  fonc- 
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tionnement  dudit  I'amplificateur  de  lecture,  et 
un  signal  detecte  (DB)  par  ledit  dispositif  de 
detection  du  potentiel  de  la  ligne  de  binaires 
fictive  (50),  pour  determiner  une  periode  de 
fonctionnement  dudit  amplificateur  de  lecture  5 
(22),  en  reponse  a  la  fois  aux  signaux  de 
validation  et  detectes. 

2.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise 
en  ce  qu'il  comprend  en  outre  un  dispositif  de  10 
verrouillage  (45),  commande  en  reponse  a  un 
signal  de  sortie  du  dispositif  de  commande  de 
I'amplificateur  de  detection,  pour  verrouiller  un 
signal  de  sortie  dudit  amplificateur  de  lecture. 

75 
3.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise 

en  ce  que  ledit  dispositif  de  detection  du  po- 
tentiel  de  la  ligne  de  binaires  fictive  comprend 
un  inverseur  (50),  relie  a  ladite  ligne  de  binai- 
res  fictive,  pour  inverser  un  niveau  de  sortie  20 
dudit  dispositif  de  detection  lorsqu'un  potentiel 
de  ladite  ligne  de  binaires  fictive  depasse  une 
tension  de  seuil  de  celle-ci. 

4.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  3,  caracterise  25 
en  ce  que  ledit  dispositif  de  commande  de 
I'amplificateur  de  detection  comprend  un  pre- 
mier  inverseur  (51),  pour  inverser  un  niveau 
d'un  signal  de  sortie  dudit  inverseur  (50)  dans 
ledit  dispositif  de  detection  du  potentiel  de  la  30 
ligne  de  binaires  fictive,  une  porte  ET  inverse 
(49)  pour  obtenir  le  signal  de  sortie  dudit  pre- 
mier  inverseur  (51)  et  le  signal  de  validation,  et 
un  second  inverseur  (52),  pour  inverser  un 
niveau  du  signal  de  sortie  de  ladite  porte  ET  35 
inverse. 

5.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  2,  caracterise 
en  ce  que  ledit  dispositif  de  verrouillage  (45) 
comprend  une  partie  du  generateur  de  signaux  40 
de  commande  (62)  pour  recevoir  un  signal  de 
sortie  dudit  dispositif  de  commande  de  I'ampli- 
ficateur  de  lecture,  pour  fournir  des  premier  et 
second  signaux  de  commande  de  niveau  com- 
plementaire  (<£,  <£),  et  une  partie  de  verrouilla-  45 
ge  (61)  pour  verrouiller  le  signal  de  sortie  dudit 
amplificateur  de  lecture  en  reponse  au  signal 
de  commande  (<£)  de  ladite  partie  du  genera- 
teur  de  signaux  de  commande. 

50 
6.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  5,  caracterise 

en  ce  que  ladite  partie  de  verrouillage  (61) 
comprend  un  inverseur  (63)  commande  en  re- 
ponse  au  premier  signal  de  commande  (<£), 
pour  inverser  un  niveau  du  signal  de  sortie  a  55 
partir  dudit  amplificateur  de  lecture,  et  une 
bascule  (64,  65),  commande  en  reponse  au 
second  signal  de  commande  (<j>),  pour  verrouil- 

ler  le  signal  de  sortie  dudit  inverseur  (63). 

7.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  6,  caracterise 
en  ce  que  ladite  bascule  (64,  65)  comprend  un 
premier  inverseur  (64),  pour  inverser  un  niveau 
d'un  signal  de  sortie  dudit  inverseur  (63)  dans 
ladite  partie  de  verrouillage  (61),  pour  fournir  le 
signal  inverse  comme  signal  de  sortie  (Q)  du- 
dit  dispositif  de  verrouillage,  et  un  second  in- 
verseur  (65),  commande  en  reponse  au  se- 
cond  signal  de  commande  (<£),  pour  inverser 
un  niveau  d'un  signal  de  sortie  (Q)  dudit  pre- 
mier  inverseur  (64),  pour  fournir  le  signal  inver- 
se  a  une  entree  dudit  premier  inverseur  (64). 
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