
19 

Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets ©  Publication  number  :  0  591  041  A 2  

12 EUROPEAN  PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

©  Application  number  :  93402363.1 

@  Date  of  filing  :  28.09.93 

6i)  Int.  CI.5:  G11B  2 3 / 4 0  

(30)  Priority  :  28.09.92  JP  281145/92 

@  Date  of  publication  of  application  : 
06.04.94  Bulletin  94/14 

@  Designated  Contracting  States  : 
DE  FR  GB 

©  Applicant  :  SONY  CORPORATION 
7-35  Kitashinagawa  6-chome  Shinagawa-ku 
Tokyo  141  (JP) 

©  Inventor  :  Kano,  Kenichi,  c/o  Sony  Corporation 
7-35,  Kitashinagawa  6-chome 
Shinagawa-ku,  Tokyo  (JP) 

©  Representative  :  Thevenet,  Jean-Bruno  et  al 
Cabinet  Beau  de  Lomenie  158,  rue  de 
I'Universite 
F-75340  Paris  Cedex  07  (FR) 

©  Self-adhesive  informative  label  for  a  recording  medium  -accomodating  cassettes  and  labelling 
method  using  the  same. 

CM 
<  

O  

If) 

©  A  label  (1)  which  is  attached  to  recording 
medium  cassettes  such  as  tape  cassettes  and 
disk  cassettes  comprises  a  substrate  (2)  having 
a  self-adhesive  layer  (3)  on  one  side  thereof  and 
an  ink  receiving  layer  (4)  on  the  other  side  of  the 
substrate  (2).  After  attachment  of  the  label  (1)  to 
at  least  one  surface  portion  of  the  cassette,  the 
label  (1)  is  printed  with  a  desired  pattern  and 
them  formed  with  a  transparent  top  coat  layer 
(11)  on  the  print  surface  (10). 

<fr  cvj  to 

a .  
LU 

Jouve,  18,  rue  Saint-Denis,  75001  PARIS 



EP  0  591  041  A2 

BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 

Field  of  The  Invention 

5  This  invention  relates  to  the  labelling  art  and  more  particularly,  to  a  novel  type  of  self-adhesive  label  which 
is  adapted  for  use  in  recording  medium-accommodating  cassettes.  The  invention  also  relates  to  a  method  for 
labelling  cassettes  for  recording  mediums  with  desired  full  color  images  on  a  label  of  the  cassette. 

Field  of  The  Related  Art 
10 

As  is  known  in  the  art,  cassettes  for  accommodating  recording  mediums  such  as  recording  tapes,  mini- 
disks  and  the  like  have  been  heretofore  formed  of  colored  resin  materials  with  colors  other  than  a  white  color, 
e.g.  a  black  color.  Where  a  full  color  print  is  made  on  such  a  cassette  as  mentioned  above,  it  is  necessary  to 
form  an  underlying  print  according  to  so-called  "white  solid  printing"  in  order  to  obtain  desired  color  tone  and 

15  shade.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  term  "white  solid  printing"  is  intended  to  mean  solid  printing  of  a  white  filler  over 
the  entire  surface  of  a  substrate.  However,  the  underlying  print  made  according  to  the  white  solid  printing  is 
not  good  with  respect  to  working  properties,  resulting  in  the  rise  of  costs  and  poor  yield.  If  the  white  solid  print 
and  a  full  color  print  of  a  desired  pattern  are  carried  out  after  assembling  of  cassettes  where  a  failure  in  printing 
takes  place,  it  will  be  difficult  to  re-construct  the  once  printed  cassette  into  a  fresh  one. 

20  Moreover,  if  an  underlying  coating  or  print  is  subjected  to  a  so-called  soft  cassette  or  soft  disk  where  in- 
formation  has  been  already  recorded,  followed  by  further  full  color  printing,  additional  steps  are  undesirably 
required,  thus  being  not  efficient  from  the  standpoint  of  the  fabrication  of  the  cassette. 

In  addition,  the  requirements  for  the  underlying  print  formed  according  to  the  white  solid  printing  and  also 
for  a  direct  full  color  direct  print  will  make  little  degree  of  freedom  for  original  designing  on  the  part  of  inter- 

25  mediate  users.  This  means  that  only  the  designs  provided  from  makers  are  drawn,  and  little  room  is  left  on 
intermediate  users  making  additional  designs  for  recording  medium  cassettes  which  are  used  for  presentation 
or  in  various  events. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 
30 

It  is  accordingly  an  object  of  the  present  invention  to  provide  a  self-adhesive  informative  label  which  is 
adapted  for  use  in  recording  medium-accommodating  cassettes  and  a  cassette  having  such  a  label  thereon. 

It  is  another  object  of  the  invention  to  provide  a  self-adhesive  label  whereby  a  so-called  white  solid  print 
which  has  been  hitherto  made  on  cassettes  for  accommodating  recording  medium  is  not  necessary  and  which 

35  enables  one  to  print  the  label  by  a  variety  of  printing  systems. 
It  is  a  further  object  of  the  invention  to  provide  a  self-adhesive  label  which  is  removable  from  the  cassette 

and  a  fresh  label  may  be  attached  to  the  removed  cassette  to  renew  a  print  design. 
It  is  a  still  further  object  of  the  invention  to  provide  recording  medium-accommodating  cassettes  each  hav- 

ing  a  self-adhesive  label  thereon  whereby  a  diversity  of  final  cassette  articles  each  in  a  small  lot  can  be  readily 
40  made,  thus  leading  to  easy  provision  of  the  cassettes  with  intended  designs  for  use  in  various  events  and  for 

the  purpose  of  presentation. 
The  above  objects  can  be  achieved,  according  to  one  embodiment  of  the  invention,  by  a  cassette  for  ac- 

commodating  a  recording  medium  therein  which  has  at  least  one  surface  portion  on  which  a  self-adhesive  label 
is  attached,  the  label  comprising  a  substrate,  a  self-adhesive  layer  formed  on  one  side  of  the  substrate,  an 

45  ink-recording  layer  formed  on  the  other  side  of  the  substrate  and  made  of  a  material  capable  of  absorbing  an 
ink,  a  print  layer  formed  on  the  ink-receiving  layer  and  made  of  a  color  ink,  and  a  transparent  top  coat  layer 
formed  on  the  print  layer  to  protect  a  surface  of  the  print. 

According  to  another  embodiment  of  the  invention,  there  is  also  provided  a  method  for  labelling  a  cassette 
accommodating  a  recording  medium  therein  which  comprises  the  steps  of  attaching  a  label  on  at  least  one 

so  surface  portion  of  the  cassette,  subjecting  the  attached  label  to  printing  in  a  desired  pattern,  and  forming  a 
transparent  top  coat  layer  on  the  printed  label  to  protect  the  printed  label. 

According  to  the  invention,  the  underlying  print  is  not  effected  directly  on  the  cassette,  but  on  the  label. 
Thus,  the  workability  for  the  printing  is  very  good.  If  there  are  provided  labels  having  different  types  of  ink- 
receiving  layers  including  those  which  have  good  affinity  for  aqueous  inks  and  those  which  have  good  affinity 

55  for  oily  inks,  an  appropriate  type  of  ink  can  be  selected  depending  on  the  type  of  design.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
a  non-contact  printing  system,  such  as  an  ink  jet  printing  system,  may  be  used.  Thus,  after  assembling  of  the 
cassettes,  printing  is  suitably  performed  for  the  production  of  a  diversity  of  cassette  articles  each  in  a  small 
lot.  The  use  of  the  label  according  to  the  invention  is  adapted  for  use  in  cassettes  of  so-called  soft  tapes  and 
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soft  disks. 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 

5  Fig.  1  is  an  enlarged,  sectional  view  of  an  essential  partofalabelforrecordingmediumcassettesaccording 
to  one  embodiment  of  the  invention; 
Fig.  2  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  cassette  casing  of  a  recording  tape  on  which  a  label  of  the  invention  is  to 
be  attached; 
Fig.  3  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  cassette  casing  on  which  labels  are  attached; 

10  Fig.  4  is  an  enlarged,  sectional  view  of  the  label  attached  to  the  cassette  casing  of  Fig.  3; 
Fig.  5  is  an  enlarged  sectional  view  of  the  label  attached  to  the  cassette  casing  of  Fig.  3  wherein  the  label 
is  printed  and  then  formed  with  a  transparent  top  coat  layer; 
Fig.  6  is  a  view  showing  a  label  according  to  further  embodiments  of  the  invention; 
Fig.  7  is  an  enlarged,  sectional  view  showing  a  surface  portion  of  a  cassette  casing,  on  which  a  label  is 

15  attached,  according  to  another  embodiment  of  the  invention; 
Fig.  8  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  disk  cassette  having  a  surface  portion  on  which  a  label  is  to  be  attached; 
Fig.  9  is  a  view  similar  to  Fig.  8  but  the  label  is  attached  to  the  surface  portion;  and 
Fig.  10  is  an  enlarged  sectional  view  of  the  label  of  Fig.  9  which  is  subjected  to  printing  and  then  formed 
with  a  transparent  top  coat  layer. 

20 
DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  AND  EMBODIMENTS  OF  THE  INVENTION 

Reference  is  now  made  to  the  accompanying  drawings  and,  particularly,  to  Figs.  1  to  6.  In  the  figures, 
like  reference  numerals  indicate  like  members  or  parts,  respectively. 

25  In  Fig.  1,  there  is  schematically  shown  a  white  label  1.  The  white  label  1  includes  a  substrate  2  which  is 
made,  for  example,  of  wood-free  paperorf  ilms  of  resins  such  as  polyethylene  terephthalate.  In  order  to  improve 
adhesion  to  a  layer  formed  on  opposite  sides  of  the  substrate,  it  is  preferred  that  the  substrate  is  subjected 
to  embossing  such  as  by  corona  discharge  treatment  or  plasma  treatment  so  that  the  surface  is  roughened. 

A  self-adhesive  layer  3  is  formed  on  one  side  of  the  substrate  2  and  may  be  made  of  any  material  ordinarily 
30  used  for  this  purpose.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  adhesive  layer  3  may  not  be  formed  by  application  of  a  self- 

adhesive  directly  on  the  substrate  2,  but  a  double-coated  adhesive  tape  may  be  attached  to  the  one  side  of 
the  substrate  2. 

An  ink-receiving  layer  4  is  formed  on  the  other  side  of  the  substrate  2.  The  layer  4  is  made  of  a  filler  which 
has  good  ink  absorbtivity.  Such  a  filler  includes,  for  example,  silica,  alumina,  calcium  carbonate  or  the  like  and 

35  is  dispersed  in  binder  resins  ordinarily  used  for  this  purpose.  The  white  label  1  have  the  layers  2,  3  and  4  whose 
thickness  ranges  from  3  to  100  urn  for  the  respective  layers. 

It  will  be  noted  here  that  the  ink-receiving  layer  should  preferably  be  white  in  color. 
The  label  may  be  modified  as  shown  in  Fig.  6.  More  particularly,  a  white  label  1  A  of  Fig.  6  has,  aside  from 

those  layers  of  Fig.  1,  a  marginal  print  layer  5  formed  along  the  peripheral  margin  of  the  layer  4  with  a  width 
40  ranging  from  0.5  mm  to  5.0  mm.  The  print  layer  6  may  be  made  of  an  oil  or  water-soluble  dye  ink.  Preferably, 

the  marginal  print  layer  5  is  made  of  a  dark  color  ink  other  than  inks  of  the  three  primary  colors,  or  a  gold  or 
silver  color  ink. 

When  the  white  label  1A  is  printed  such  as  by  ink  jet  printing  in  a  condition,  where  the  label  is  attached  to 
a  cassette,  to  a  full  extent  of  the  margin  of  the  label  1A,  a  dye  ink  is  scattered  therearound  and  deposited  on 

45  a  resin  surface  of  the  cassette  other  than  the  white  label.  The  deposited  ink  is  not  immediately  dried,  thereby 
contaminating  the  cassette. 

When  the  marginal  print  layer  5  is  formed  as  with  the  white  label  1A,  it  is  not  necessary  to  print  the  white 
label  to  an  extent  of  the  marginal  portion  of  the  label.  Thus,  the  contamination  of  the  cassette  owing  to  the 
scattering  of  the  ink  at  the  time  of  printing  can  be  prevented. 

so  The  white  label  1  or  1  A  is  attached  in  position  of  a  cassette  and  subjected  to  printing. 
Fig.  2  shows  a  typical  example  of  a  8  mm  tape  cassette  6  which  includes  a  case  7  having  an  elongated 

transparent  window  portion  8  substantially  at  the  upper  cent  of  the  case  7.  Elongated  label-attaching  surface 
areas  or  portions  9,  9  are  provided  at  opposite  sides  of  the  window  portion  8  as  shown.  The  areas  or  portions 
9,  9  are  formed  as  recessed.  The  recessed  portions  9,  9  have,  respectively,  a  depth  which  is  larger  than  the 

55  thickness  of  the  white  label  1  or  1  A.  For  instance,  the  depth  is  at  least  two  times  the  thickness  of  the  white 
label  1  or  1  A.  Each  recessed  portion  is  designed  to  have  a  size  substantially  equal  to  or  larger  by  0  to  3.0  mm 
than  the  size  of  the  white  label  1  or  1Aat  each  side  thereof. 

Fig.  3  shows  the  cassette  case  to  which  the  white  label  1  is  attached  at  each  surface  recessed  portion  9 

3 
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of  the  cassette  7.  The  attachment  of  the  label  1  is  more  particularly  depicted  in  Fig.  4. 
In  this  state,  the  white  labels  1,  1  or  1A,  1Aon  the  cassette  7  is  printed  with  a  desired  design  by  means 

of  an  appropriate  printing  machine,  thereby  forming  a  print  layer  1  0  on  the  ink-receiving  layer  4  of  each  label 
as  shown  in  Fig.  5.  More  particularly,  a  desired  design  using,  for  example,  three  primary  color  inks  and  a  black 

5  ink  is  printed,  in  full  colors,  on  the  ink  receiving  layer  4  of  the  white  labels  1,  1  or  1A,  1A.  Thus,  the  print  layer 
10  is  formed  as  shown  in  Fig.  5.  Thereafter,  a  transparent  top  coat  layer  11  is  formed  on  the  print  layer  10. 

The  coating  for  the  transparent  top  coat  layer  11  is  penetrated  through  the  print  layer  10  and  the  ink  re- 
ceiving  layer  4  to  the  substrate  2  as  schematically  shown  as  a  wave  11  in  Fig.  5.  Thus,  the  top  coat  layer  11 
serves  to  protect  the  print  layer  10  and  to  firmly  fix  to  the  substrate  2.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  penetration 

10  of  the  coating  of  the  top  coat  layer  11  is  stopped  at  the  substrate  2  and  does  not  arrive  at  the  self-adhesive 
layer  3,  thereby  preventing  the  self-adhesiveness  of  the  layer  3  from  lowering. 

The  transparent  top  coat  layer  11  should  preferably  be  formed  to  overcoat  the  white  labels  1  ,  1  or  1  A,  1A 
within  a  range  of  from  0  to  3  mm  from  the  white  label  margin.  By  this,  the  transparent  top  coat  layer  11  is  pro- 
vided  in  a  gap  between  the  side  edge  of  each  white  label  1  or  1Aand  the  side  walls  of  the  recess  of  the  cassette 

15  6,  so  that  the  print  layer  10  and  the  white  labels  1,  1  or  1A,  1Aare  prevented  from  being  peeled  off. 
In  the  above  embodiment,  the  surface  portions  on  which  the  labels  are  attached  have  been  illustrated  as 

recessed.  In  this  connection,  the  surface  portions  may  be  flat  as  shown  in  Fig.  7.  That  is,  the  white  labels  1  ,1 
or  1  A,  1  A  may  be  attached  to  the  flat  surface  portions.  If  the  white  labels  1,1  or  1  A,  1  A  are,  respectively,  at- 
tached  to  the  flat  surface  portions  of  the  cassette  6  under  which  the  transparent  top  coat  layer  is  overcoated 

20  the  white  labels  1,1  or  1A,  1A  each  having  the  print  layer  10  as  is  particularly  shown  in  Fig.  7,  the  effect  of 
protecting  the  print  layer  10  and  the  labels  1,  1  or  1A,  1  A  with  the  transparent  to  coat  layers  becomes  more 
significant. 

The  white  labels  1,1  or  1A,  1Amay  be  printed  by  various  printing  systems  such  as  a  copying  system  using 
a  toner,  offset  printing,  ink  jet  printing,  DAE  and  the  like  systems.  Thus,  the  degree  of  freedom  with  respect  to 

25  the  printing  system  can  be  increased. 
Especially,  when  a  printing  system  using  a  non-contact  printing  head,  e.g.  an  ink  jet  printing  system,  is 

adopted,  printing  on  an  irregular  surface  becomes  easy.  In  addition,  when  the  printing  is  controlled  in  asso- 
ciation  with  an  image  processor,  fabrication  of  a  diversity  of  cassette  articles  each  in  a  small  lot  will  become 
possible. 

30  In  the  above  embodiment,  although  the  white  labels  1,1  or  1A,  1  A  have  been  illustrated  as  attached  to  the 
tape  cassette,  they  may  be  be  applied  to  a  case  13  of  a  disk  cassette  12  such  as  a  mini  disk,  in  a  manner  as 
is  particularly  shown  in  Figs.  8  to  10. 

It  will  be  noted  here  that  although  the  two  white  labels  have  been  illustrated  as  attached  to  the  two  surface 
portions  of  a  cassette,  only  one  label  or  three  or  more  labels  may  be  attached  to  the  cassette  in  a  similar  man- 

35  ner. 
The  present  invention  is  more  particularly  described  by  way  of  example  wherein  an  aqueous  ink  is  used 

for  printing. 

Example 
40 

A  wood-free  paper  sheet  or  a  resin  film  such  as  polyethylene  terephthalate,  polypropylene,  polyvinyl  chlor- 
ide  or  oriented  polypropylene  is  provided  as  a  substrate  1  . 

In  order  to  improve  adhesion  to  a  self-adhesive  layer  3  and  an  ink-receiving  layer  4,  the  substrate  may  be 
embossed  or  roughened  on  the  surfaces  thereof  by  subjecting  to  corona  discharge  treatment  or  plasma  treat- 

45  ment. 
The  self-adhesive  layer  3  may  be  one  which  is  ordinarily  used  for  recording  medium-accommodating  cas- 

settes,  or  may  be  a  double-sided  adhesive  tape. 
The  ink-receiving  layer  4  is  an  ink-absorbing  filler  layer  and  is  formed  using  the  following  composition. 

50  Silica,  alumina  or  calcium  carbonate  filler 

100  parts  by  weight 
Gelatin  or  starch  binder  30  parts  by  weight 

55  Water-soluble  synthetic  resin  binder 

4 
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5  parts  by  weight 

5  Water  150  to  300  parts  by  weight 

An  aqueous  solution  of  the  above  formulation  is  applied  onto  a  surface  portion  of  the  substrate  2  and  dried 
to  form  the  layer  4. 

The  above  formulation  has  to  be  changed  depending  on  a  nozzle  size  of  a  printing  head  when  inkjet  printing 
w  is  effected. 

Inks  used  to  provide  a  print  layer  10  have  the  following  formulation  for  each  primary  color 
Dye  2  to  3  parts  by  weight 
Diethyl  alcohol  30  parts  by  weight 
Water  50  to  70  parts  by  weight 

15  The  above  ingredients  are  mixed  to  obtain  an  aqueous  printing  ink  for  each  color.  These  inks  are,  respec- 
tively,  printed  to  obtain  a  full  color  image. 

The  transparent  top  coat  layer  11  is  formed  using  a  solution  which  comprises  a  main  ingredient  of  a  water- 
soluble  polymer  or  organic  solvent-soluble  resin  such  as  an  alkyd  resin,  a  polyurethane,  a  polyamide,  a  phenolic 
resin,  polyvinyl  formal,  polymethyl  methacrylate,  polyvinyl  acetate  or  polyvinyl  butyral  in  a  mixed  solvent  com- 

20  prising,  for  example,  70  parts  by  weight  of  water  and  10  to  20  parts  by  weight  of  an  organic  solvent.  The  solution 
is  applied  onto  the  print  layer  10  and  dried  to  form  the  top  coat  layer  11. 

As  will  be  apparent  from  the  above,  the  label  set  out  above  is  one  which  is  attached  to  cassettes  for  ac- 
commodating  recording  medium  such  as  tape  cassettes,  disk  cassettes  and  the  like.  The  label  is  characterized 
by  comprising  the  self-adhesive  layer  on  one  side  of  the  paper  or  resin  film  substrate  and  the  ink-receiving 

25  layer  capable  of  absorbing  printing  inks  on  the  other  side  of  the  substrate. 
The  recording  medium-accommodating  cassette  of  the  invention  is  characterized  by  attachment  of  at  least 

one  label  on  the  cassette. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  print  an  underlying  layer  directly  on  the  cassette  as  has  been  hitherto  performed  in 

the  art  of  recording  medium  cassettes,  but  on  the  label.  Thus,  workability  is  significantly  improved  with  respect 
30  to  the  printing  work. 

If  different  types  of  ink-receiving  layers  having  the  capability  of  receiving  an  aqueous  ink  and  the  capability 
of  receiving  an  oily  ink,  respectively,  are  provided,  an  appropriate  ink  can  be  selected  for  printing  depending 
on  the  design.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  label  can  be  printed  using  non-contact  printing  systems  such  as  an 
inkjet  printing  system.  This  makes  it  possible  to  print  the  label  after  attachment  of  assembled  cassettes,  en- 

35  suring  a  small  lot  of  cassettes  to  be  printed  in  a  desired  design.  This  is  appropriate  for  printing  so-called  soft 
tapes  or  soft  disks. 

Accordingly,  tape  cassettes  for  presentation  or  event  services  with  a  desired  design  can  be  readily  fabri- 
cated.  In  addition,  if  the  label  is  removed  from  a  cassette  and  a  fresh  print-bearing  label  is  attached  to  the  cas- 
sette,  the  cassette  itself  may  be  renewed  with  a  different  print  design,  thus  increasing  the  degree  of  freedom 

40  of  the  design. 
It  will  be  noted  that  various  modifications  and  variations  may  be  made  to  the  invention  within  the  scope 

of  the  invention  and  the  example  set  out  hereinbefore  is  illustrated  only. 

45  Claims 

1.  A  cassette  (6;12)  for  accommodating  a  recording  medium  therein  which  has  at  least  one  surface  portion 
(9)  on  which  a  self-adhesive  label  (1)  is  attached,  said  label  comprising  a  substrate  (2),  a  self-adhesive 
layer  (3)  formed  on  one  side  of  said  substrate  (2),  an  ink-receiving  layer  (4)  formed  on  the  other  side  of 

so  said  substrate  (2)  and  made  of  a  material  capable  of  absorbing  an  ink,  a  print  layer  (10)  formed  on  the 
ink-receiving  layer  (4)  in  a  desired  pattern,  and  a  transparent  top  coat  layer  (11)  formed  on  the  print  layer 
(10)  to  protect  a  surface  of  the  print  layer  (10). 

2.  A  cassette  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  said  at  least  one  surface  portion  (9)  is  recessed  with  a  size  which 
55  is  larger  than  a  size  of  said  label  (1). 

3.  A  cassette  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  said  transparent  topcoat  layer  (11)  is  provided  in  a  gap  between 
said  label  (1)  and  side  walls  of  the  recessed  surface  portion  (9). 

Water 
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4.  A  cassette  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  said  ink-receiving  layer  (4)  has  a  marginal  print  at  edge  sides 
thereof. 

5.  A  cassette  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  said  substrate  (2)  is  embossed. 
5 

6.  A  cassette  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  said  print  layer  (1  0)  is  made  of  color  inks  to  provide  a  full  color 
pattern. 

7.  A  method  for  labelling  a  cassette  (6;12)  accommodating  a  recording  medium  therein  which  comprises  the 
steps  of  attaching  a  label  (1)  on  at  least  one  surface  portion  (9)  of  the  cassette  (6;12),  subjecting  the  at- 

10 tached  label  (1)  to  printing  in  a  desired  pattern,  and  forming  a  transparent  top  coat  layer  (11)  on  the  printed 
label  (10)  to  protect  the  printed  label  (10). 

8.  The  method  according  to  Claim  7,  wherein  said  label  (1)  comprises  a  substrate  (2),  a  self-adhesive  layer 
(3)  formed  on  one  surface  of  said  substrate  (2),  and  an  ink-receiving  layer  (4)  formed  on  the  other  side 

15  of  said  substrate  (2)  and  made  of  a  filler  capable  of  absorbing  an  ink. 

9.  The  method  according  to  Claim  7,  wherein  said  ink-receiving  layer  (4)  has  a  marginal  print  along  the  per- 
ipheral  portion  thereof. 

20  10.  The  method  according  to  Claim  7,  wherein  said  top  coat  layer  (11)  is  overcoated  the  label. 

11.  The  method  according  to  Claim  7,  wherein  said  attached  label  (1)  is  subjected  to  full  color  printing  using 
color  inks. 
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12.  The  method  according  to  Claim  11,  wherein  the  full  color  print  is  effected  by  a  non-contact  printing  system. 

55 
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