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(54) Configuring an application enbedded in a user equipment

(57) The invention relates to a method for automati-
cally configuring an application embedded in a user
equipment comprising contactless transmission means,
the method comprising the following steps executed by
the user equipment: Receiving through the contactless
transmission means a message comprising configura-

tion information,
- Determining whether the received configuration infor-
mation are valid,

If so, determining whether to modify the configuration
of the application using the received configuration infor-
mation.
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Description

[0001] The present invention generally relates to the
configuration of applications embedded in user equip-
ments.
[0002] With the recent development of Smart devices,
such as Smartphones and tablets, the number of appli-
cations intended to be installed on such devices is in-
creasing.
[0003] Different methods for configuring such applica-
tions are already known. A first configuration method con-
sists in pushing the configuration information from a serv-
er based in a communication network to which the user
equipment is attached. The user of the user equipment
has no control on the configuration of the application.
[0004] A second configuration method consists in the
user keyboarding the configuration information on the
user equipment. Even if the user has more control on the
configuration of the application, such a method is risky
because configuration information is often complex and
keyboarding such information is source of errors leading
to a malfunctioning of the configuration and of the appli-
cation. Furthermore, such a method not user friendly be-
cause it is tedious to keyboard such complex information
as configuration information.
[0005] It is an objective of the present invention to over-
come disadvantages and/or make improvements in the
prior art.
[0006] In that respect, the present invention relates to
a method for automatically configuring an application em-
bedded in a user equipment comprising contactless
transmission means, the method comprising the follow-
ing steps executed by the user equipment: Receiving
through the contactless transmission means a message
comprising configuration information,

- Determining whether the received configuration in-
formation are valid,

- If so, determining whether to modify the configuration
of the application using the received configuration
information.

[0007] Thus the invention provides an user friendly and
errorless method for configuring an application embed-
ded in a user equipment.
[0008] The method of the invention relies on the use
of the contactless capability of the user equipment. This
allows the user of the user equipment to fully control the
configuration of an application on their user equipment,
in particular by choosing the moment of the configuration.
[0009] By using the contactless capability of the user
equipment, the user of the user equipment does not have
to keyboard the configuration information, the keyboard-
ing of the configuration information being the main source
of errors occurring during the configuration of an appli-
cation leading to a malfunctioning of said application.
[0010] The method of the invention offers a secure way

of configuring an application because the validity of the
configuration information received through the contact-
less transmission means of the user equipment is check.
Thus, non valid configuration information are discarded
before being processed by the user equipment.
[0011] According to a characteristic of the method ob-
ject of the invention, the received configuration informa-
tion being encrypted, the method comprises, prior to de-
termining the validity of the configuration information, a
step of deciphering the received configuration informa-
tion.
[0012] This ensures that the configuration information
cannot be used by a user who is not entitled to use this
configuration information to configure an application on
their own user equipment.
[0013] According to a characteristic of the method ob-
ject of the invention, the step of determining the validity
of the configuration information consists in comparing
the received configuration information with a template of
configuration information.
[0014] Thus the user equipment does not require high
computing capabilities.
[0015] According to a characteristic of the method ob-
ject of the invention, the step of determining whether to
modify the configuration of the application consists in :

- Checking whether the application is already installed
in the user equipment,

- If so, comparing a first parameter representing the
version of the application with a second parameter
extracted from the received configuration informa-
tion representing the current version of the applica-
tion,

- If the first and second parameter are distinct, modi-
fying the configuration of the application using the
received configuration information.

[0016] If the application is not installed yet on the user
equipment, then the configuration of the application con-
sists in installing the current version of the application.
[0017] If the application is already installed on the user
equipment, then the user equipment checks what version
of the application is already installed on the user equip-
ment and if this version in not the current one, then, the
current version of the application is installed.
[0018] Another object of the invention is a user equip-
ment capable of automatically configuring an application
embedded in said user equipment, the user equipment
comprising:

- contactless transmission means enabling the recep-
tion of a message comprising configuration informa-
tion, means for determining whether the received
configuration information are valid,

- means for determining whether to modify the config-
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uration of the application using the received config-
uration information.

[0019] Such a user equipment is for example a mobile
phone or a Smartphone, or a tablet.
[0020] More generally, the user equipment object of
the invention is an NFC decice.
[0021] Finally, one object of the invention concerns a
computer program, in particular a computer program on
or in an information medium or memory, suitable for im-
plementing the method object of the invention. This pro-
gram can use any programming language, and be in the
form of source code, binary code, or of code intermediate
between source code and object code such as in a par-
tially compiled form, or in any other desirable form for
implementing the communication methods according to
the invention.
[0022] The information medium may be any entity or
device capable of storing the program. For example, the
medium can comprise a storage means, such as a ROM,
for example a CD ROM or a microelectronic circuit ROM,
or else a magnetic recording means, for example a dis-
kette (floppy disk) or a hard disk.
[0023] Moreover, the information medium may be a
transmissible medium such as an electrical or optical sig-
nal, which may be conveyed via an electrical or optical
cable, by radio or by other means. The programs accord-
ing to the invention may in particular be downloaded from
a network of Internet type.
[0024] The present system and method are explained
in further detail, and by way of example, with reference
to the accompanying drawings wherein:
[0025] The present system and method are explained
in further detail, and by way of example, with reference
to the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 represents a system in which the configuration
method of the invention is executed,

FIG. 2 represents the steps of the method for con-
figuring the application object of the invention,

FIG. 3 represents a user equipment 10 capable of
executing the method of configuration object of the
invention.

Figure 1 represents a system in which the configu-
ration method of the invention is executed.

[0026] In this system, a user equipment 10, such as a
Smartphone or a tablet, communicates with an NFC
(Near Field Contact) Tag.
[0027] Configuration information of an application,
such as a VolP (Voice over IP) application, are stored on
the NFC Tag.
[0028] When in vicinity of the user equipment 10, the
NFC Tag and the user equipment 10 establish a com-
munication session compliant with the requirement of the

NCF technology. Once this NFC session is established,
the configuration information stored on the NFC Tag are
transmitted to the user equipment 10.
[0029] Figure 2 represents the steps of the method for
configuring the application object of the invention.
[0030] In a step E1, the user equipment 10, by means
of their NFC receiving means, receives the configuration
information stored on the NFC Tag. Such configuration
information are for example : a user name, a SIP-URI
address, a password, a proxy server address, etc.
[0031] In a step E2, the user equipment 10 deciphers
the received configuration information. This step E2 is
optional and is only executed when the received config-
uration information are encrypted.
[0032] In a step E3, the user equipment 10 determines
whether the received configuration information are valid,
i.e. if the received information are configuration informa-
tion and when they are configuration information if they
are fit for being processed by the user equipment 10.
[0033] In order to determine the validity of the received
configuration information, the user equipment 10 com-
pares the received configuration information with a tem-
plate of configuration information. Such a template is ei-
ther stored locally in the user equipment 10 or remotely
in a communication network to which the user equipment
10 is attached.
[0034] In a step E4, the user equipment 10 determines
whether to modify the configuration of the application us-
ing the received configuration information.
[0035] In order to do so, the user equipment 10 first
checks whether the application is already installed in the
user equipment 10.
[0036] If the application is not installed, then the user
equipment 10 installs it either by downloading it through
the communication network or by receiving it from the
NCF Tag.
[0037] If the application is already installed on the user
equipment 10, the user equipment 10 compares a first
parameter, stored on the user equipment 10, represent-
ing the version of the application with a second parameter
extracted from the received configuration information
representing the current version of the application. These
parameters comprise the reference of the version of the
application, some option to activate or deactivate, etc.
[0038] If the first and second parameters are distinct,
i.e. the version of the application stored on the NFC Tag
is more recent than the one stored on the user equipment
10, or if there is a change in the options of the application,
the user equipment 10 modifies in a step E5 the config-
uration of the application using the received configuration
information.
[0039] Figure 3 represents a user equipment 10 ca-
pable of executing the method of configuration object of
the invention.
[0040] The user equipment 10 comprise NFC receiving
means 110 capable of the configuration information
stored on a NFC Tag.
[0041] The user equipment 10 comprises deciphering
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means 120 for decoding the received configuration infor-
mation. Those deciphering means 120 are optional and
are only embedded in the user equipment 10 when the
received configuration information are encrypted.
[0042] The user equipment 10 determines whether the
received configuration information are valid, i.e. if the re-
ceived information are configuration information and
when they are configuration information if they are fit for
being processed by the user equipment 10.
[0043] In order to determine the validity of the received
configuration information, the user equipment 10 com-
prises comparing means 130 for comparing the received
configuration information with a template of configuration
information. Such a template is either stored locally in a
database DB of the user equipment 10.
[0044] The user equipment 10 determines whether to
modify the configuration of the application using the re-
ceived configuration information.
[0045] In order to do so, the user equipment 10 com-
prises checking means 140 for checking whether the ap-
plication is already installed in the user equipment 10.
[0046] If the application is not installed, then the user
equipment 10 comprises means for installing 150 the ap-
plication it either by downloading it through the commu-
nication network or by receiving it from the NCF Tag.
[0047] If the application is already installed on the user
equipment 10, the user equipment 10 comprises means
for comparing 160 a first parameter, stored on the data-
base DB of the user equipment 10, representing the ver-
sion of the application with a second parameter extracted
from the received configuration information representing
the current version of the application. These parameters
comprise the reference of the version of the application,
some option to activate or deactivate, etc.
[0048] If the first and second parameters are distinct,
i.e. the version of the application stored on the NFC Tag
is more recent than the one stored on the user equipment
10, or if there is a change in the options of the application,
the user equipment 10 comprises modifying means 170
for modifying the configuration of the application using
the received configuration information.

Claims

1. A method for automatically configuring an applica-
tion embedded in a user equipment comprising con-
tactless transmission means, the method comprising
the following steps executed by the user equipment:
Receiving through the contactless transmission
means a message comprising configuration informa-
tion,

- Determining whether the received configura-
tion information are valid,
- If so, determining whether to modify the con-
figuration of the application using the received
configuration information.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the re-
ceived configuration information being encrypted,
the method comprises, prior to determining the va-
lidity of the configuration information, a step of deci-
phering the received configuration information.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step
of determining the validity of the configuration infor-
mation consists in comparing the received configu-
ration information with a template of configuration
information.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step
of determining whether to modify the configuration
of the application consists in :

- Checking whether the application is already
installed in the user equipment,
- If so, comparing a first parameter representing
the version of the application with a second pa-
rameter extracted from the received configura-
tion information representing the current version
of the application,
- If the first and second parameter are distinct,
modifying the configuration of the application us-
ing the received configuration information.

5. User equipment capable of automatically configuring
an application embedded in said user equipment,
the user equipment comprising: contactless trans-
mission means enabling the reception of a message
comprising configuration information, means for de-
termining whether the received configuration infor-
mation are valid,

- means for determining whether to modify the
configuration of the application using the re-
ceived configuration information.

6. Computer program characterized in that it compris-
es program code instructions for the implementation
of the steps of the method for automatically config-
uring an application as claimed in claim 1 when the
program is executed by a processor.
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