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(54) horizontal airfoil tip fairing

(57) The present invention relates to a tip fairing
(200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft, comprising stiff-
ening elements (202) and a skin (203) covering the stiff-
ening elements (202), the stiffening elements (202) com-
prising a central web and two flanges located at the tips
of the web, contact between the skin (203) and the stiff-

ening elements (202) being made through the flanges of
the stiffening elements (202), characterized in that it is
manufactured from a composite material, it is manufac-
tured from a single part, and the planes defining the webs
of any pair of stiffening elements (202) taken in twos form
an angle less than 30°.
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Description

Object of the Invention

[0001] The present invention is comprised within parts
forming the structure of an aircraft, it specifically relates
to the tip fairing of a horizontal airfoil.

Background of the Invention

[0002] The manufacture of an aircraft includes design-
ing and assembling very different parts. These parts have
very different weight and stress requirements due to the
particular characteristics of the structures on which they
are assembled.
[0003] The tip fairing of a horizontal airfoil of the aircraft
is among these parts. The tip fairing is placed at the tip
of the horizontal airfoil that is farthest from the fuselage.
The socalled "torsion box", which is what withstands the
loads of the horizontal airfoil, is closed by means of the
fairing.
[0004] There are two types of requirements for the tip
fairing of the horizontal airfoil: external and internal. Ex-
ternally, the fairing must be able to be designed following
the required aerodynamic profile and minimizing weight
as it is a part to be assembled in aircraft structures. In-
ternally it must assure a stiffness characteristic of the site
in which it is located and it must enable attachment with
the rest of the airfoil in a simple and safe manner.
[0005] All the fairings of this type manufactured today
are made of metal (usually aluminum) and are made up
of a series of elements, such as skin, stringers, ribs, rivets
and welded attachments. A part with a known structure
that is readily compatible with and connectable to the rest
of the airfoil is thereby achieved.
[0006] Nevertheless, these fairings are heavy because
they are manufactured from metal materials. Further-
more, their manufacture and maintenance have the com-
plexity derived from being the result of the attachment of
different elements. Precisely the fact that they are the
result of the attachment of several elements is also a
source of the problems relating to assembling and chang-
ing the fairing when repair is needed because the fairing
is built from a number of elements with their respective
tolerances and their respective attachments.

Description of the Invention

[0007] The present invention proposes an improved
solution to the preceding problems by means of a fairing
according to claim 1, an aircraft according to claim 11, a
method of manufacturing according to claim 12 and a
method of assembly according to claim 14. The depend-
ent claims describe particular embodiments of the inven-
tion.
[0008] In a first inventive aspect, the invention defines
a tip fairing of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft, comprising
stiffening elements and a skin covering the stiffening el-

ements, the stiffening elements comprising a central web
and two flanges located at the tips of the web, contact
between the skin and the stiffening elements being made
through the flanges of the stiffening elements, charac-
terized in that it:

- is manufactured from a composite material;
- is manufactured from a single part, and in that

the planes defining the webs of any pair of stiffening el-
ements taken in twos form an angle less than 30°.
[0009] Throughout the entire document "composite
material" must be understood as any type of material
comprising two or more physically distinguishable and
mechanically separable components such that both are
indissoluble with respect to one another.
[0010] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
stiffening elements are substantially parallel to one an-
other.
[0011] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
fairing comprises two attachment areas each intended
for receiving an attachment rib for attaching the fairing
to the torsion box of a horizontal airfoil, at least one stiff-
ening element being located between the two attachment
areas and at least one stiffening element being located
between the trailing edge of the fairing and the attach-
ment area that is closest to said trailing edge. Advanta-
geously, the fairing is able to withstand the service loads
comprising stiffening elements in a single direction by
means of this configuration.
[0012] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
fairing comprises a plurality of holes in the attachment
areas suitable for fixing an attachment rib.
[0013] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
fairing comprises a metal plate adhered to the leading
edge of the fairing to prevent erosion of the leading edge
of the fairing.
[0014] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
fairing is made of a composite material comprising car-
bon fiber. Advantageously, the weight of the fairing made
of this material is less than in the case of the traditional
model manufactured from metal. In a more preferred em-
bodiment, the fairing comprises a bronze mesh covering
the skin. In a more preferred embodiment, the fairing
comprises a series of antenna shaped electrostatic dis-
charge protection elements manufactured from alumi-
num or another conducting material.
[0015] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
fairing is made of a composite material comprising glass
fiber. Advantageously, the fairing made of this material
does not require any type of lightning or electrostatic dis-
charge protection.
[0016] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
composite material comprises a thermosetting resin.
[0017] In a second inventive aspect, an aircraft com-
prising a tip fairing of the horizontal airfoil according to
the first inventive aspect is defined.
[0018] In a third inventive aspect, a method for manu-
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facturing a tip fairing of the horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to the first inventive aspect is defined, com-
prising the following steps:

- placing fibers on a mold;
- closing the mold;
- injecting a resin; and
- performing thermal treatment at a temperature suit-

able for curing the resin.

[0019] In one embodiment, the method of manufactur-
ing comprises making holes in two attachment areas
each intended for receiving an attachment rib.
[0020] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
fibers that are placed on the mold are carbon fibers.
[0021] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
fibers that are placed on the mold are glass fibers.
[0022] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
resin that is injected is a thermosetting resin.
[0023] In a fourth inventive aspect, a method of assem-
bling a tip fairing of the horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to the first inventive aspect is defined, com-
prising the following steps:

- attaching at least two attachment ribs to the torsion
box of the horizontal airfoil to which the fairing is to
be attached.

- fitting said at least two attachment ribs by sliding into
the inside of the fairing in the attachment areas.

- attaching the fairing to said at least two attachment
ribs, preferably by means of rivets or screws.

[0024] All the technical features described in this spec-
ification (including the claims, description and drawings)
and/or the steps of methods can be combined in any
combination, except combinations of such mutually ex-
clusive features.

Description of the Drawings

[0025] These and other features and advantages of
the invention will be more clearly understood for the fol-
lowing detailed description of a preferred embodiment
given solely by way of illustrative and non-limiting exam-
ple in reference to the attached figures.

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a traditional
design of tip fairing of a horizontal airfoil according
to the state of the art.
Figure 2 shows a perspective view of a tip fairing of
a horizontal airfoil according to a particular embod-
iment of the invention.
Figure 3 shows a perspective view showing the at-
tachment between the tip fairing and the torsion box
of the airfoil according to a particular embodiment of
the invention.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0026] The present invention presents a fairing for the
tip of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft.
[0027] Figure 1 shows a fairing (100) for the tip of a
horizontal airfoil of an aircraft as traditionally manufac-
tured in the state of the art. The figure shows the different
elements - skin (101), stringers (102) and ribs (103)- that
must be assembled to configure the fairing (100).
[0028] In addition to the structural elements forming
the fairing (100), other non-structural auxiliary elements
are necessary, such as an access door (105) which is
necessary for an operator to attach the fairing (100) and
the horizontal airfoil (the torsion box), as well as a number
of anti-electrostatic discharge elements (104).
[0029] Figure 2 shows a fairing (200) according to the
invention made of a single part by means of the RTM
(Resin Transfer Molding) procedure, in which the stiffen-
ing elements (202) and the skin (203) can be distin-
guished, despite not being divisible parts.
[0030] While the fairings of the state of the art have
stiffening elements arranged in two substantially perpen-
dicular directions (the stringers (102) and ribs (103) vis-
ible in the fairing of Figure 1), in the fairing (200) of the
invention all the stiffening elements (202) are oriented
substantially in the same direction, which makes the
process of manufacturing the fairing (200) easier as it is
not necessary to use soluble or fusible cores for demold-
ing the fairing, which would be indispensable if a fairing
(100) such as that of Figure 1 were made from a com-
posite material.
[0031] These stiffening elements (202) are in the form
of a C channel with a height that adapts to the shape of
the skin, such that its height decreases the further away
from the torsion box.
[0032] Attachment ribs (201) are used to attach the
fairing (200) to a torsion box of an airfoil. The section of
the attachment ribs (201) is preferably C-shaped and said
attachment ribs (201) comprise holes to lighten the
weight.
[0033] The fairing (200) of the embodiment of Figure
2 has: two attachment areas intended for receiving two
attachment ribs (201), two stiffening elements between
said attachment areas and another two stiffening ele-
ments between the trailing edge and the attachment area
intended for receiving the attachment rib (201) closest to
said edge.
[0034] Figure 3 shows how the fairing (200) and the
rest of the horizontal airfoil are attached by means of
sliding the attachment ribs (201), previously fixed to said
torsion box, inside the fairing (200). Once fitted, a riveted
attachment is established as a result of the prior exist-
ence of a series of holes in each of the attachment areas
of the skin of the fairing (200). Advantageously, this at-
tachment mode between the fairing (200) and the torsion
box allows the assembly mode of the fairing to not require
an operator getting inside the fairing, so the addition of
an access door in the fairing is prevented.
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[0035] The attachment ribs (201) are thicker than the
stiffening elements (202) to allow placing the rivets,
screws or any other type of attachment element, some-
thing that is not necessary in the stiffening elements (202)
because they are integrated as a single part with the skin
(203). To that end, these stiffening elements are lighter
and simpler than traditional ribs and stringers used in the
fairings of the state of the art.
[0036] The option to use composite material to manu-
facture the fairing (200) reduces the necessary amount
of lightning and electrostatic discharge protection ele-
ments with respect to the traditional design in a metallic
material. In fact, if the composite material used in man-
ufacturing the fairing comprises glass fiber, no type of
lightning or electrostatic discharge protection is neces-
sary. If the composite material used comprises carbon
fiber, lightning protection is achieved by means of a cov-
ering with a bronze mesh structure. Electrostatic dis-
charge protection is achieved by means of small protec-
tion elements (204) located in the trailing edge of the
fairing, it not being necessary to place so many of them
or to place them in the same location as in the case of
the traditional fairing made of a metallic material, thereby
causing less drag.
[0037] In a particular embodiment, the fairing (200) has
a metal sheet adhered to its leading edge to prevent paint
erosion in this area.

Claims

1. A tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft,
comprising stiffening elements (202) and a skin (203)
covering the stiffening elements (202), the stiffening
elements (202) comprising a central web and two
flanges located at the tips of the web, contact be-
tween the skin (203) and the stiffening elements
(202) being made through the flanges of the stiffen-
ing elements (202), characterized in that it:

- is manufactured from a composite material;
- is manufactured from a single part, and in that
- the planes defining the webs of any pair of stiff-
ening elements (202) taken in twos form an an-
gle less than 30°.

2. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to claim 1, wherein the stiffening elements
(202) are substantially parallel.

3. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to any of claims 1 or 2, comprising two
attachment areas each intended for receiving an at-
tachment rib for attaching the fairing (200) to the tor-
sion box of a horizontal airfoil, at least one stiffening
element (202) being located between the two attach-
ment areas and at least one stiffening element (202)
being located between the trailing edge of the fairing

and the attachment area that is closest to said trailing
edge.

4. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to claim 3, having a plurality of holes in
the attachment areas suitable for fixing an attach-
ment rib.

5. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to any of claims 3 or 4, having a plurality
of holes suitable for fixing the fairing (200) to the rest
of the horizontal airfoil.

6. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to any of the preceding claims, comprising
a metal plate adhered to the leading edge of the fair-
ing to prevent erosion of the leading edge of the fair-
ing.

7. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to any of the preceding claims, where the
composite material from which said fairing is manu-
factured comprises glass fiber.

8. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to any of claims 1 to 6, where the com-
posite material from which said fairing is manufac-
tured comprises carbon fiber.

9. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to claim 8, comprising a bronze mesh cov-
ering the skin (203).

10. The tip fairing (200) of a horizontal airfoil of an aircraft
according to claim 8 or 9, comprising a plurality of
electrostatic discharge protection elements (204) lo-
cated in the trailing edge of the fairing, manufactured
from a conducting material.

11. An aircraft comprising a tip fairing (200) of the hori-
zontal airfoil according to any of the preceding
claims.

12. A method of manufacturing a tip fairing (200) accord-
ing to any of claims 1 to 10, comprising the following
steps:

- placing fibers on a mold;
- closing the mold;
- injecting a resin; and
- performing thermal treatment at a temperature
suitable for curing the resin.

13. The method of manufacturing according to claim 12,
additionally comprising the step of making holes in
two attachment areas each intended for receiving an
attachment rib (201).
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14. A method of assembling a fairing (200) according to
claim 3 or any of claims 4 to 10 when they depend
on claim 3 at the tip of the horizontal airfoil of an
aircraft, characterized in that it comprises the fol-
lowing steps:

- attaching at least two attachment ribs to the
torsion box of the horizontal airfoil to which the
fairing (200) is to be attached;
- fitting said at least two attachment ribs by slid-
ing into the inside of the fairing in the attachment
areas;
- attaching the fairing to said at least two attach-
ment ribs; and
- attaching the fairing to the rest of the horizontal
airfoil.

15. The method of assembling a fairing according to
claim 14, wherein the fairing (200) is fixed to the at-
tachment ribs (201) and/or to the rest of the horizon-
tal airfoil by means of rivets or screws.
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