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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to or-
thopedic prosthesis systems used in knee joint replace-
ment surgeries and, more particularly, to a femoral im-
plant for use in knee arthroplasty procedures.

Background

[0002] The knee joint comprises the interface between
the distal end of the femur and the proximal end of the
tibia. In a properly-functioning knee joint, medial and lat-
eral condyles of the femur pivot smoothly along menisci
attached to respective medial and lateral condyles of the
tibia. When the knee joint is damaged, the natural bones
and cartilage that form the joint may be unable to properly
articulate, which can lead to joint pain and, in some cases,
interfere with normal use of the joint.
[0003] In some situations, surgery is required to restore
normal use of the joint and reduce pain. Depending upon
the severity of the damage, the surgery may involve par-
tially or completely replacing the joint with prosthetic com-
ponents. During such knee replacement procedures, a
surgeon resects damaged portions of the bone and car-
tilage, while attempting to leave healthy tissue intact. The
surgeon then fits the healthy tissue with artificial pros-
thetic components designed to replicate the resected tis-
sue and restore proper knee joint operation.
[0004] One knee replacement procedure - total knee
arthroplasty ("TKA") - involves the resection of some or
all of each of the medial and lateral condyles of both the
femur and tibia and the removal of the fibro-cartilage me-
nisci located at the femorotibial interface. A prosthetic
femoral component, typically made of titanium or other
strong, surgical-grade metal, is fitted and secured to the
distal end of the femur to replace the resected portion of
the femur. Similarly, a prosthetic tibial component, the
base of which is also typically made of titanium or other
suitable metal, is fitted and secured to the proximal end
of the tibia to replace the resected portion of the tibia.
[0005] In some situations, the patient’s bone at the
knee joint may have deteriorated to a point which requires
TKA surgery, but one or more of the patient’s cruciate
ligaments (e.g., the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL)
and/or posterior cruciate ligament (PCL)) are in sufficient
condition to provide adequate joint stability. Maintaining
the native cruciate ligaments is often advantageous, as
doing so is generally thought to aid in proprioception (the
ability to sense where parts of the body are in relation to
each other) and could make activities like climbing stairs
feel more stable or natural. Preserving the cruciate liga-
ments can also promote more normal front to back knee
motion, which can enhance the patient’s ability to main-
tain preoperative range of motion, particularly as it relates
to deep flexion.
[0006] Each of the native cruciate ligaments connects

to one of the femoral condyles and passes within the
intercondylar region of the femur to connect the center-
top portion of the tibia, called the tibial eminence. As such,
preserving the cruciate ligaments requires that both the
femoral and tibial implant components be configured to
allow the cruciate ligaments to pass through the inter-
condylar area of the joint so that proper function and
movement of the native ligaments is substantially pre-
served. Accordingly, the femoral implant component for
cruciate retaining procedures is typically designed with
features that replicate the form and function of the medial
and lateral condyles of the femur. The medial and lateral
components are separated by a deep intercondylar
"notch" that allows for passage of cruciate ligaments
through the notch. To ensure that the condyles do not
interfere with any portion of a ligament during flexion and
extension of the femur, some manufacturers design the
implant to provide an intercondylar notch having a sub-
stantially symmetric "U"-shape having a width that gen-
erally corresponds to the widest dimension of the com-
bination of the cruciate ligaments.
[0007] Furthermore, some prosthetic implant manu-
facturers create symmetrical implant components that
can be easily scaled to accommodate patients with dif-
ferent bone sizes. Other manufacturers use designs that
attempt to simply the shape of the components using
combinations of relatively basic lines and arcs. These
designs are aimed at reducing costs that are generally
associated with the design and manufacture of more
complex, anatomically-accurate implant components.
For example, the U-shaped design for the intercondylar
notch described above reduces the manufacturing com-
plexity that may be associated with more customized de-
signs that attempt to replicate asymmetrical features of
the native intercondylar area.
[0008] Although the approach for designing the inter-
condylar notch described above may ensure that the me-
dial and lateral condyle components do not interfere with
the cruciate ligaments, it may have several disadvantag-
es. For example, because the combined width of the me-
dial condyle, lateral condyle, and intercondylar notch is
limited, an increase in the width of the intercondylar notch
requires a corresponding decrease in the width of the
medial and lateral condyles of the implant component.
Reducing the width of these components may significant-
ly reduce the strength of the femoral implant component.
[0009] Furthermore, although simplifying the design of
the implant by using symmetrical components or basic
"best fit" shapes may reduce manufacturing costs in
some situations, such simplification may also lead to
components that do not accurately replicate or fit the na-
tive anatomy of the joint. For example, certain features
of an improperly-sized femoral implant may be larger
than the surrounding bone and may impinge upon the
surrounding soft tissue. Such imposition of the surround-
ing soft tissue by the implant, particularly during move-
ment of the implant during flexion and extension of the
joint, can cause significant discomfort and may potential-
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ly lead to permanent damage to the surrounding soft tis-
sue. US 5,137,536 discloses a femoral component which
comprises an anterior flange, a pair of mid sections re-
ceiving the load, a pair of posterior flanges and a pair of
reinforcing beams. A groove is defined between the pair
of mid sections.
[0010] The presently disclosed femoral implant for cru-
ciate retaining knee arthroplasty procedures and meth-
ods for designing the same are directed to overcoming
one or more of the problems set forth above and/or other
problems in the art.

Summary

[0011] The present invention is defined in claim 1.
[0012] Additional objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be set forth in part in the description which follows,
and in part will be obvious from the description, or may
be learned by practice of the invention. The objects and
advantages of the invention will be realized and attained
by means of the elements and combinations particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.
[0013] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary and explanatory only and are not restric-
tive of the invention, as claimed.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0014] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, il-
lustrate several embodiments that, together with the de-
scription, serve to explain the principles and features of
the present disclosure.

Fig. 1 illustrates a perspective view of post-operative
prosthetic knee joint fitted with a cruciate retaining
prosthetic system;
Fig. 2A illustrates a front view of a cruciate retaining
prosthetic system;
Fig. 2B illustrates a side view of the cruciate retaining
prosthetic system shown in Fig. 2A;
Fig. 3 provides rear view of a femoral prosthetic com-
ponent of a cruciate retaining prosthetic system;
Fig. 4 provides a top view of a femoral prosthetic
component of a cruciate retaining prosthetic system,
consistent with the disclosed embodiments;
Figs. 5A-5C provide bottom view of a femoral pros-
thetic component of a cruciate retaining prosthetic
system displaying certain exemplary features of an
intercondylar notch of the prosthetic component;
Figs. 6A-6B provide a bottom view of a femoral pros-
thetic component of a cruciate retaining prosthetic
system displaying certain exemplary features of a
meniscal notch of the prosthetic component;
Figs. 7A-7C provide a front view of a femoral pros-
thetic component of a cruciate retaining prosthetic
system displaying certain exemplary features of an

anterior flange of the prosthetic component; and
Figs. 8A-8C provide a rear view of a femoral pros-
thetic component of a cruciate retaining prosthetic
system displaying certain exemplary features of a
lateral posterior condyle of the prosthetic compo-
nent.

Detailed Description

[0015] Reference will now be made in detail to exem-
plary embodiments of the present disclosure, examples
of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.
Wherever possible, the same reference numbers will be
used throughout the drawings to refer to the same or
similar parts.
[0016] A healthy knee joint 100 comprises the interface
between the distal end of the femur and the proximal end
of the tibia. If the healthy knee joint becomes damaged
due, for example, to injury or disease, knee surgery may
be required to restore normal structure and function of
the joint. If the damage to the knee is severe, total knee
arthroplasty ("TKA") may be required. TKA typically in-
volves the removal of the damaged portion of joint and
the replacement of the damaged portion of the joint with
one or more prosthetic components.
[0017] To avoid interference with surrounding native
tissues, prosthetic components may need to be config-
ured or adapted to closely match the anatomy of the bone
to avoid excessive overhang and/or impingement of the
implant into the surrounding soft tissues of the joint. For
example, in some TKA procedures, one or more of cru-
ciate ligaments 103 (including anterior cruciate ligament
103a and/or posterior cruciate ligament 103b) may be
left intact, to be re-used with the prosthetic implants to
form the new knee joint. In these "cruciate retaining" ap-
plications, the prosthetic implant components may be
configured to avoid interference with or impingement on
the retained cruciate ligament(s) 103 in the intercondylar
area of the knee joint. Fig. 1 illustrates a perspective view
of a knee joint 100 fitted with a prosthetic implant system
110, which has been designed using statistical analysis
to substantially conform to the anatomy of a population
of knee joints.
[0018] In the example illustrated in Fig. 1, prosthetic
implant system 110 may comprise a plurality of compo-
nents, each of which is configured to replace a respective
resected portion of a native knee joint. According to one
example, prosthetic implant system 110 may include a
tibial implant system 120 configured to replace a resected
portion of a native tibia 101. Prosthetic implant system
110 may also include a femoral component 130 config-
ured to replace a resected portion of a native femur 102.
After installation during knee replacement surgery, tibial
implant system 120 and femoral component 130 coop-
erate to replicate the form and function of a native knee
joint.
[0019] Tibial implant system 120 may include a plural-
ity of components that may be configured to provide a
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stable surface that articulates with femoral component
130 to restore proper knee joint function. As illustrated
in Fig. 1, tibial implant system 120 may include a base
portion 121 and one or more insert portions 123. During
a knee replacement procedure, base portion 121 may be
secured to the proximal end of the tibia 101, which has
been surgically prepared by removing damaged bone
and tissue and reshaping the healthy bone to receive the
base portion 121. Once base portion 121 is secured to
tibia 101, the surgeon completes assembly of tibial im-
plant system 120 by engaging and securing insert por-
tions 123 within base portion 121. Base portion 121 of
tibial prosthetic system maybe configured with a passage
through the center to allow for connection between the
retained cruciate ligaments 103 and tibial eminence 101a
located at the top-center portion of tibia 101.
[0020] Femoral component 130 may be secured to the
distal end of femur 102 and configured to replace the
structure and function of the native femoral portion of
knee joint 100. As such, femoral component 130 may be
manufactured from surgical-grade metal or metal alloy
material (such as surgical-grade steel, titanium, etc.) that
is substantially rigid for providing sufficient strength to
support the forces required of the knee joint. According
to one example, femoral component 130 may embody a
single component having a plurality of different structural
features, each configured to perform a particular function
associated with the knee joint. For example, femoral
component 130 may comprise a pair of condyles 132,
each of which is coupled to a patellar guide portion 133.
The pair of condyles 132 may be separated from one
another by an intercondylar notch 138, which provides a
channel though which one or more cruciate ligaments
103, such as anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) 103a
and/or posterior cruciate ligament (PCL) 103b, may pass.
[0021] Figs. 2A and 2B provide respective front and
side views of an exemplary prosthetic implant system
110. As noted above, prosthetic implant system 110 in-
cludes femoral component 130 that is configured to en-
gage and articulate with insert portions 123 of base por-
tion 121. During use, the femur is rotated relative to the
tibia during flexion and extension, causing femoral com-
ponent 130 to rotate relative to base portion 121 across
the top surface of insert portions 123.
[0022] As explained above, femoral component 130
comprises a patellar guide portion 133 and a pair of con-
dyles 132, including a medial condyle 132a and a lateral
condyle 132b. Patellar guide portion 133 of femoral com-
ponent 130 may extend from the front of the distal end
of the femur and curve downward toward the intercondy-
lar fossa of the femur, which is exposed by intercondylar
notch 138. Medial and lateral condyles 132a, 132b
project from the bottom of patellar guide portion 133 and
extend on either side of intercondylar notch 138 around
the underside of the femur and continuing toward the
posterior of the femur.
[0023] As shown in Fig. 2B, femoral component 130
includes a bearing surface 135a and an interface surface

135b. Bearing surface 135a comprises a curved, out-
ward-facing (inferior) surface formed by patellar guide
portion 133 and condyles 132. Accordingly, bearing sur-
face 135a is configured to articulate with one or more
features of the knee joint, such as the patella (not shown)
and insert portions 123 of tibial implant system 120.
[0024] Interface surface 135b comprises the inner (su-
perior) surface of femoral component 130 and is config-
ured to engage with and attach to the resected surface
of femur 102. According to one example, interface sur-
face 135b may comprise a plurality of planar surfaces,
each of which corresponds to a resected plane of the
femur that has been prepared using a planar cutting tool.
Although illustrated as having a plurality of planar sur-
faces, it is contemplated that interface surface 135b may
be configured as having any shape suitable for engage-
ment with a resected surface of the femur. Accordingly,
in the event that the resected surface of the femur com-
prises a substantially curved shape, interface surface
135b may be substantially curved to match the resected
surface of the femur.
[0025] Femoral component 130 may also comprise
one or more elongated projections 134 that protrude from
internal surface 135b. Elongated projections 134 may be
inserted into corresponding holes that have been surgi-
cally formed within femur 102 during a TKA procedure.
Elongated projections 134 may be secured within the
holes and configured to limit movement between femoral
component 130 and femur 102.
[0026] Patellar guide portion 133 of femoral compo-
nent 130 may be configured to emulate the structure and
function of the native patellar surface, which is located
on the front of the distal end of femur 102. For example,
patellar guide portion 133 includes a median groove 133a
that is located toward the center of patellar guide portion
133. Located on either side of median groove 133a and
directly above respective condyles 132a, 132b are a plu-
rality of raised surfaces 133b, 133c. Median groove 133a
provides the surface that articulates with the patella (or
"kneecap," not shown), while raised surfaces 133b, 133c
prevent the patella from sliding outside of median groove
133a.
[0027] As explained, condyles 132 may comprise me-
dial condyle 132a and lateral condyle 132b. Condyles
132 are configured to replace the structure and function
of the corresponding native condyles of the femur. As
such, condyles 132 project from the lower portion of pa-
tellar guide portion 133 on the anterior side of femur 102,
curve around the underside of femur 102, and extend to
the posterior side of femur 102. Condyles 132 are con-
figured to provide the primary structural and articular sup-
port for the femoral component of the knee joint.
[0028] As will be explained in greater detail below, fem-
oral component 130 may be semi-customized using sta-
tistical analysis to fit a particular population of potential
patients. As such, femoral components 130 that are de-
signed consistent with the disclosed examples provide a
more custom fit than many conventional implants, which
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are designed to maximize symmetry for ease of manu-
facture and versatility of use. Fig. 3 illustrates a rear view
of a femoral component designed with processes con-
sistent with the disclosed examples.
[0029] Methods for designing prosthetic implants con-
sistent with the disclosed examples may render an im-
plant having asymmetric component features that are
customized to fit the anatomy of a specific population of
patients within a threshold level of accuracy. For exam-
ple, as illustrated in Fig. 3, methods consistent with the
disclosed example may render medial and lateral con-
dyles 132a, 132b of femoral component 130 that have
substantially irregular, asymmetric component features,
the shapes of which are statistically fit to the anatomy of
a population of patients that have similar bone charac-
teristics. As a result, in contrast with conventional implant
systems having standard, symmetrically shaped compo-
nent features, the presently disclosed femoral compo-
nents 130 and associated methods provide semi-custom
implants that are designed to more precisely emulate the
irregularly-shaped anatomy of the end of the femur.
[0030] As an alternative or in addition to tailoring the
femoral component 130 to match the bone anatomy as
shown in Fig. 3, the presently disclosed methods provide
a solution for designing femoral component 130 to ac-
commodate the anatomy of certain soft tissues. For ex-
ample, for implants used in cruciate-retaining proce-
dures, it may be necessary to ensure that portions of
femoral component 130 do not inhibit, interfere with, or
damage the retained cruciate ligaments. To remedy this,
most implant manufacturers simply increase the width of
intercondylar notch 138 between condyles 132. This in-
crease typically requires a corresponding decrease in
the widths of condyles 132. Decreasing the width of con-
dyles 132 may result in a decrease in the overall strength
of the implant, increasing the likelihood of a failure of
femoral component 130. Fig. 4 illustrates an exemplary
femoral component 130 according to the invention, which
has been designed to match the anatomy of both hard
tissue (e.g., bone) and certain soft tissues (e.g., cruciate
ligaments).
[0031] As shown in Fig. 4, femoral component 130
comprises one or more condylar notches 140, including
one or more medial condylar notches 140a and/or one
or more lateral condylar notches 140b, 140c. The size,
shape, and location of condylar notches 140 are config-
ured to prevent the edges of femoral component 130 from
contacting or otherwise interfering with the cruciate liga-
ments. By providing condylar notches 140, methods con-
sistent with the disclosed embodiments are able to pro-
vide anatomically matched cruciate retaining implant -
one that does not interfere with the retained cruciate lig-
ament, without unduly reducing the strength of condyles
132.
[0032] Medial condylar notch 140a may be located at
the inner (or mesial) edge 141 of medial condyle 132a,
and may be configured to accommodate at least a portion
of a posterior cruciate ligament (PCL) without contacting

or otherwise interfering with the ligament. In the embod-
iment illustrated in Fig. 4, the location of medial condylar
notch 140a is designed to correspond to the pose of PCL
when the knee joint is at or near full extension. As the
knee joint is flexed, the anatomy of the knee joint is such
that edge of medial condyle 132a and the PCL gradually
separate. Accordingly, the medial condylar notch 140a
may gradually become less pronounced toward the pos-
terior of the implant.
[0033] It should be noted that size, shape, and location
of medial condylar notch 140a illustrated in Fig. 4 is ex-
emplary only and not intended to be limiting. Indeed, it
is contemplated that the size, shape, and location of me-
dial condylar notch 140a may vary, depending, for ex-
ample, on one or more dimensions (e.g., width (WI),
depth, etc.) of intercondylar notch 138, the size and po-
sition of cruciate ligaments associated with the popula-
tion of MRI data that was used to create femoral compo-
nent 130, and/or any threshold tolerances that the de-
signer may include to ensure that medial condyle 132a
does not interfere with a cruciate ligament. According to
one exemplary embodiment, femoral component 130
may be designed so that the depth, dM, of medial condylar
notch 140a is between 1.7mm and 2.5mm at its deepest
point, which corresponds to a width of intercondylar
notch, WI, of approximately 22mm.
[0034] One or more lateral condylar notches 140b,
140c may be located at the inner (or mesial) edge 142
of lateral condyle 132b and may be configured to accom-
modate at least a portion of a anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) without contacting or otherwise interfering with the
ligament. In the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 4, the size
and location upper lateral condylar notch 140b is de-
signed to correspond to the pose of ACL when the knee
joint is at or near full extension. The size and location of
lower condylar notch 140c is designed to correspond to
the pose of the ACL when the knee joint is at or near full
flexion. As with medial condylar notch 140a, the size,
shape, and location of lateral condylar notches 140b,
140c may vary, depending, for example, on one or more
dimensions (e.g., width (WI), depth, etc.) of intercondylar
notch 138, the size and position of cruciate ligaments
associated with the population of MRI data that was used
to create femoral component 130, and/or any threshold
tolerances that the designer may include to ensure that
lateral condyle 132b does not interfere with the ligament.
According to one exemplary embodiment, femoral com-
ponent 130 may be designed so that the depth, dLU, of
an upper lateral condylar notch 140b is between 1.5mm
and 2mm at its deepest point, and the depth, dLL, of a
lower lateral condylar notch 140c is between 1mm and
1.7mm.
[0035] Those skilled in the art will recognize that the
number of condylar notches 140 shown in Fig. 4 are ex-
emplary only and not intended to be limiting. Indeed, few-
er condylar notches may be required if, for example, the
component design for a particular population of patients
requires the placement of the mesial edge 142 of lateral
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condyle 132b at a position that avoids the possibility of
contact with the ACL altogether. In this case, femoral
component 130 may not require a lateral condylar notch
at all, and may only be designed with a single medial
condylar notch 140a.
[0036] Alternatively, should, for example, the compo-
nent design for a particular population of patients require
the placement of the mesial edge 141 of medial condyle
132a deeper into the intercondylar area 138, the depth,
dM, and length of medial condylar notch 140a may be
increased to account the possibility of greater interaction
between femoral component 130 and the PCL. In this
example, one or more additional medial condylar notches
may be required along the mesial edge 141 of medial
condyle 132a to avoid additional contact with the PCL as
the knee joint is rotated from full extension to full flexion.
[0037] As an alternative or in addition to providing con-
dylar notches on the medial and/or lateral condyles within
intercondylar notch 138 for accommodating the ACL
and/or PCL ligaments, intercondylar notch 138 can be
positioned and/or shaped in such a way so as to avoid
interference with the ACL and PCL, without necessarily
requiring condylar notches. Specifically, because inter-
condylar notch 138 is the region where both the anterior
cruciate ligament (ACL) and posterior cruciate ligament
(PCL) pass to attach on the tibia, the intercondylar notch
perimeter can be designed (e.g., repositioned or shaped)
to accommodate these ligaments for a variety of anatom-
ic geometries associated with different patients.
[0038] As explained, the anterior cruciate ligament typ-
ically interacts at the posterior of the lateral condyle of
the femur. Consequently, the femoral component inter-
condylar notch can be laterally shifted to reduce the risk
of impingement with the ACL, as shown in Fig. 5A. Ac-
cording to one example, the amount that the notch is
laterally shifted from the center of the implant is within
the range of 0.5-5mm, with the ranges in certain exem-
plary embodiments selected between 0.75-4mm, with
the preferred range between 1mm and 3mm.
[0039] In addition to the lateral shift in the intercondylar
notch, the apex of the femoral component intercondylar
notch can also be shifted laterally with respect to the cen-
terline of intercondylar notch 138, as illustrated in Fig.
5A. As with the lateral shift of notch itself, the lateral shift
of the apex ranges from about 0.5-5mm, with certain em-
bodiments ranging from 0.75mm-4mm, with the pre-
ferred example having a lateral shift between about 1
mm and 3mm.
[0040] According to the example shown in Fig. 5B, the
perimeter of intercondylar notch 138 can be generally
characterized by three (3) substantially radial arcs, a me-
dial arc (RM), the apex arc (RA), and the lateral arc (RL).
The radius of the medial arc (RM) may range from about
15mm to about 75mm. According to one example, the
radial range may be between 20mm and 60mm, with the
range of an preferred example being between 25mm and
45mm.
[0041] Also as shown in Fig. 5, the radius of the lateral

arc (RL) range may be between about 25mm and 100mm.
According to one preferred example, the range is be-
tween about 30mm and 80mm, with the range in another
preferred example of between about 35mm and 60mm.
[0042] According to one example, the apex arc, (RA),
may have a radius of between 3mm and 20mm, with the
preferred range between about 4mm and 15mm. Accord-
ing to an preferred example, the range in radius of the
apex arc, (RA), is between about 5mm and 10mm.
[0043] In order to provide sufficient area for the pas-
sage of the ACL and PCL from femur 102 to tibia 101,
the width (WN) and length (LN) of intercondylar notch 138
will generally be wider and longer, respectively, than con-
ventional femoral implant components that are not de-
signed to spare the ACL and PCL. According to one ex-
ample, the width (WN) of intercondylar notch 138 is be-
tween about 18mm and 30mm, with a preferred range
between about 20mm and 28mm. In accordance with
certain exemplary examples, the range in width (WN) is
between 22mm and 26mm. The length (LN) of intercondy-
lar notch 138 may be between 24mm and 44mm, with
the preferred range between about 26mm and 42mm. In
accordance with a preferred embodiment, length (LN) of
intercondylar notch 138 is between about 28mm and
about 40mm.
[0044] In addition to numerical dimensions, the width
and the length of intercodylar notch 138 can be ex-
pressed in terms of ratios of total medial-lateral compo-
nent width and total anterior-posterior component length.
By expressing the dimensions in terms of ratios rather
than numerical dimensions, prosthetic implant 100 may
be more easily scaled to accommodate the specific pa-
tient needs. According to one embodiment, the width
(WN) of intercondylar notch 138 may be about 26-38%
of the total width of femoral prosthetic component 130 in
a medial/lateral (ML) direction, with a preferred range of
between about 28-36% of the total ML width. According
to a preferred example, the width (WN) of intercondylar
notch 138 may be about may be about 30-34% of the
total ML width. According to one example, the length (LN)
of intercondylar notch 138 is about 46-58% of the total
length of prosthetic implant 130 in the anterior/posterior
(AP) direction, with a preferred range of between about
48-56% of the total AP length. According to a preferred
example, the length (LN) of intercondylar notch 138 is
about 50-54% of the total AP length of prosthetic com-
ponent 130.
[0045] In addition to the ACL and PCL, prosthetic com-
ponent 130 may be configured to accommodate other
soft tissues in and around the knee joint to further avoid
impingement of soft tissues. For example, to accommo-
date for the lateral meniscus when compressed in full
extension, prosthetic component 130 may be configured
with a meniscal relief notch (RO), as illustrated in Figs.
6A and 6B. As illustrated in Figs 6A and 6B, the femoral
component meniscal notch may be characterized by a
radial arc that is substantially arcuate in shape. According
to one example, the radius that defines the meniscal

9 10 



EP 2 797 558 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

notch is between about 5mm and 35mm, with the pre-
ferred range of between about 10mm and 30mm. In a
preferred example, the radius range is between about
15mm and 25mm.
[0046] The location of the center of meniscal notch RO
can be expressed as a distance (DO) from the posterior
section of the condyles of the implant. According to one
example, the location distance range from the posterior
portion of condyles 132a, 132b is between about 26mm
and about 55mm, with the preferred range of between
about 28mm and 50mm. According to a preferred exam-
ple, the range of length of distance DO is between about
30mm and 45mm, depending upon the size of the pa-
tient’s anatomy.
[0047] The location Do of the center of meniscal notch
RO can be expressed as a location relative to the total
anterior/posterior (AP) length of prosthetic implant 130
measured from the posterior condyles 132a, 132b. Ac-
cording to one example, the location distance DO of the
center of meniscal notch RO from the posterior condyles
is between 51-75% of the AP length of the prosthetic
component 130, with a preferred range of between about
53-70% of the AP length of prosthetic component 130.
According to a preferred example, the location distance
DO from the posterior condyles is between about 55-65%
of the AP length of the prosthetic component 130.
[0048] According to one example, the center of menis-
cal notch RO can be characterized by the intersection of
substantially straight sections, the intersection of which
forms an offset angle θO by which the shape changes to
accommodate for the lateral meniscus when com-
pressed in full extension. According to one example the
notch radius RO is selected so as to form an offset angle
θO between about 150-179°, with a preferred range be-
tween about 155-175°. According to certain exemplary
examples, the offset angle θO is between about 160-170°.
[0049] Figs. 7A-7C illustrate a front view illustrating an
exemplary femoral perimeter shape of an anterior flange,
RF of prosthetic component 130. The shape of the ante-
rior flange RF is configured to closely match the anatom-
ical profile of resected bone, while avoiding excessive
material overhang associated with conventional im-
plants. As illustrated in Figs. 7A-7C, the anterior flange
RF of femoral component 130 may comprise a substan-
tially arcuate shape defined by a radial arc that starts at
a distance DF above the bottom of prosthetic component
130 and ends at a height HF located toward the top of
prosthetic component 130. According to a preferred ex-
ample, the radius of anterior flange (RF) may range from
about 15mm to about 75mm. According to one example,
the radial range may be between 20mm and 60mm, with
the range of an exemplary embodiment being between
25mm and 45mm.
[0050] The location DF of the start point of the radial
arc that defines anterior flange (RF) can be expressed
as a location relative to the total superior/inferior (S/I)
height of prosthetic implant 130. According to one exam-
ple, the location distance DF of the is between 45-65%

of the SI height of the prosthetic component 130, with a
preferred range of between about 48-63% of the SI height
of prosthetic component 130. According to a preferred
example, the location distance DF is between about
50-60% of the SI height of the prosthetic component 130.
[0051] According to one example, the anterior flange
(RF) can be characterized by the intersection of substan-
tially straight sections, the intersection of which forms an
offset angle θF by which the shape changes to accom-
modate match the anatomical profile of the patient’s anat-
omy. According to one example, anterior flange (RF) is
established so as to form an offset angle θF between
about 0-45°, with a preferred range between about 5-30°.
It is contemplated that, in addition to offset angle θF, the
shape of the anterior flange RF may also be defined by
the length (LF) and width (WF) of the offset created by
anterior flange RF.
[0052] Figs. 8A-8C illustrate an exemplary rear view
of illustrating an exemplary perimeter shape of a posterior
lateral condyle 132b. As illustrated in Figs. 8A-8C, the
posterior of the lateral condyle 132b of femoral compo-
nent 130 may comprise a substantially arcuate shape
defined by a radial arc RP that starts at a distance DP
above the bottom of prosthetic component 130 and ends
at a height HP located toward the distal end of lateral
condyle 132b. According to a preferred example, the ra-
dius of anterior flange (RP) may range from about 15mm
to about 75mm. According to one example, the radial
range may be between 20mm and 60mm, with the range
of a preferred example being between 25mm and 45mm.
[0053] The location DF of the start point of the radial
arc that defines anterior flange (RF) can be expressed
as a location relative to the total superior/inferior (S/I)
height of lateral condyle 132b. According to one example,
the location distance DP of the is between 20-55% of the
SI height of lateral condyle 132b, with a preferred range
of between about 25-50% of the SI height of lateral con-
dyle 132b. According to a preferred example, the location
distance DP is between about 28-45% of the SI height of
the prosthetic component 130.
[0054] The systems and features described herein pro-
vide a solution for designing prosthetic implants that are
semi-customized to match the anatomy of a population
of patients. The presently disclosed methods and asso-
ciated femoral implants may have several advantages.
For example, implants designed using methodologies
consistent with the presently disclosed embodiments are
configured to limit interference of the implant with sur-
rounding soft tissues, without unduly compromising ma-
terial strength. Such embodiments may be particularly
advantageous for reducing soft tissue damage and dis-
comfort that is typically associated with conventional im-
plant systems. By reducing soft tissue impingement, the
presently disclosed methods may reduce the need for
revision surgery, which can significant increase costs and
recovery time over the life the implant.
[0055] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made to the
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disclosed femoral implants and associated methods for
designing the same. Other embodiments will be apparent
to those skilled in the art from consideration of the spec-
ification and practice of the present disclosure. It is in-
tended that the specification and examples be consid-
ered as exemplary only, with the true scope of the present
invention being defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A femoral prosthetic component (130) comprising:

a pair of condyles (132) having an intercondylar
notch (138) interposed substantially therebe-
tween, each of the pair of condyles comprising
an edge (141;142) that borders the intercondylar
notch, characterized in that
at least one of the pair of condyles comprises a
condylar notch (140) having a depth and a
length, said condylar notch being disposed with-
in the respective edge of the at least one of the
pair of condyles,
the condylar notch comprising an area config-
ured to accommodate a portion of a cruciate lig-
ament therewithin without the cruciate ligament
contacting the at least one of the pair of con-
dyles.

2. The femoral prosthetic component of claim 1,
wherein the pair of condyles includes a medial con-
dyle (132a) and a lateral condyle (132b) and the con-
dylar notch includes a medial condylar notch (140a)
disposed within the edge of the medial condyle that
borders the intercondylar notch.

3. The femoral prosthetic component of claim 2,
further including a first lateral condylar notch
(140b;140c) disposed within the edge of the lateral
condyle that borders the intercondylar notch.

4. The femoral prosthetic component of claim 3,
further including a second lateral condylar notch
(140b;140c) disposed within the edge of the lateral
condyle that borders the intercondylar notch.

5. The femoral prosthetic component of claim 1,
wherein the pair of condyles includes a medial con-
dyle (132a) and a lateral condyle (132b) and the con-
dylar notch includes a first lateral condylar notch
(140b;140c) disposed within the edge of the lateral
condyle that borders the intercondylar notch.

6. The femoral prosthetic component of claim 5,
further including a second lateral condylar notch
(140b;140c) disposed within the edge of the lateral
condyle that borders the intercondylar notch.

7. The femoral prosthetic component of claim 1,
wherein the femoral prosthetic component further in-
cludes a patellar guide component (133) coupled to
each of the pair of condyles.

8. The femoral prosthetic component of claim 7,
wherein the patellar guide component and each of
the pair of condyles comprise a superior surface
(135b) for engagement with a surface of a femur and
an inferior surface (135a) for articulation with a bear-
ing surface of a tibial component, and further wherein
the condylar notch traverses the superior and inferior
surfaces of the at least one of the pair of condyles.

9. The femoral prosthetic component of claim 1,
wherein the cruciate ligament is an anterior cruciate
ligament.

Patentansprüche

1. Femur-Prothesenkomponente (130), umfassend:

ein Paar Condyli (132), eine Fossa intercondyla-
ris (138) aufweisend, die im Wesentlichen da-
zwischen eingefügt wurde, wobei jeder des Paa-
res Condyli eine Kante (141; 142) umfasst, die
an die Fossa intercondylaris angrenzt, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass
mindestens einer des Paars Condyli eine Fossa
intercondylaris (140) umfasst, die eine Tiefe und
eine Länge aufweist, wobei die Fossa intercon-
dylaris innerhalb der jeweiligen Kante von min-
destens einem des Paares Condyli angeordnet
ist,
wobei die Fossa intercondylaris einen Bereich
umfasst, um einen Teil eines Kreuzbandes darin
unterzubringen, ohne dass das Kreuzband in
Kontakt mit dem mindestens einen des Paars
Condyli in Kontakt kommt.

2. Femur-Prothesenkomponente nach Anspruch 1,
wobei das Paar Condyli einen medialen Condylus
(132a) und einen lateralen Condylus (132b) umfasst,
und die Fossa intercondylaris umfasst eine mediale
Fossa intercondylaris (140a), die innerhalb der Kan-
te des medialen Condylus angeordnet ist, der an die
Fossa intercondylaris angrenzt.

3. Femur-Prothesenkomponente nach Anspruch 2,
ferner eine erste laterale Fossa intercondylaris
(140b; 140c) umfassend, die innerhalb der Kante
des lateralen Condylus angeordnet ist, der an die
Fossa intercondylaris angrenzt.

4. Femur-Prothesenkomponente nach Anspruch 3,
ferner eine zweite laterale Fossa intercondylaris
(140b; 140c) umfassend, die innerhalb der Kante
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des lateralen Condylus angeordnet ist, der an die
Fossa intercondylaris angrenzt.

5. Femur-Prothesenkomponente nach Anspruch 1,
wobei das Paar Condyli einen medialen Condylus
(132a) und einen lateralen Condylus (132b) umfasst,
und die Fossa intercondylaris umfasst eine erste la-
terale Fossa intercondylaris (140b; 140c), die inner-
halb der Kante des lateralen Condylus angeordnet
ist, die an die Fossa intercondylaris angrenzt.

6. Femur-Prothesenkomponente nach Anspruch 5,
ferner eine zweite laterale Fossa intercondylaris
(140b; 140c) aufweisend, die innerhalb der Kante
des lateralen Condylus angeordnet ist, der an die
Fossa intercondylaris angrenzt.

7. Femur-Prothesenkomponente nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Femur-Prothesenkomponente ferner eine
Patellar-Führungskomponente (133) umfassend,
die mit jedem des Paar Condyli verbunden ist.

8. Femur-Prothesenkomponente nach Anspruch 7,
wobei die Patellar-Führungskomponente und jeder
des Paars Condyli eine obere Fläche (135b) zum
Eingreifen in eine Fläche eines Femurs umfasst, und
eine untere Fläche (135a) zur Gelenkverbindung mit
einer Tragfläche einer Tibia-Komponente, und wo-
bei ferner die Fossa intercondylaris die obere und
untere Fläche des mindestens einen des Paars Con-
dyli durchquert.

9. Femur-Prothesenkomponente nach Anspruch 1,
wobei das Kreuzband ein vorderes Kreuzband ist.

Revendications

1. Composant prothétique fémoral (130) comprenant :

- une paire de condyles (132) ayant une encoche
intercondylienne (138) interposée sensiblement
entre eux, chacun de la paire de condyles com-
prenant un bord (141 ; 142) bordant l’encoche
intercondylienne, caractérisé en ce que
- au moins l’un de la paire de condyles comprend
une encoche condylienne (140) ayant une pro-
fondeur et une longueur, ladite encoche condy-
lienne étant disposée à l’intérieur du bord res-
pectif du au moins un de la paire de condyles,
- l’encoche condylienne comprenant une zone
configurée pour recevoir une partie d’un liga-
ment croisé dans celle-ci sans que le ligament
croisé ne vienne en contact avec le au moins un
de la paire de condyles.

2. Composant prothétique fémoral selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel la paire de condyles comprend

un condyle médial (132a) et un condyle latéral (132b)
et l’encoche condylienne comporte une encoche
condylienne médiale (140a) disposée dans le bord
du condyle médial qui borde l’encoche intercondy-
lienne.

3. Composant prothétique fémoral selon la revendica-
tion 2, comprenant en outre une première encoche
condylienne latérale (140b ; 140c) disposée dans le
bord du condyle latéral qui borde l’encoche intercon-
dylienne.

4. Composant prothétique fémoral selon la revendica-
tion 3, comprenant en outre une seconde encoche
condylienne latérale (140b ; 140c) disposée dans le
bord du condyle latéral qui borde l’encoche intercon-
dylienne.

5. Composant prothétique fémoral selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel la paire de condyles comprend
un condyle médial (132a) et un condyle latéral (132b)
et l’encoche condylienne comporte une première en-
coche condylienne latérale (140b ; 140c) disposée
dans le bord du condyle latéral qui borde l’encoche
intercondylienne.

6. Composant prothétique fémoral selon la revendica-
tion 5, comprenant en outre une seconde encoche
condylienne latérale (140b ; 140c) disposée dans le
bord du condyle latéral qui borde l’encoche intercon-
dylienne.

7. Composant prothétique fémoral selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel le composant prothétique fémoral
comprend en outre un composant de guidage rotu-
lien (133) couplé à chacun de la paire de condyles.

8. Composant prothétique fémoral selon la revendica-
tion 7, dans lequel le composant de guidage rotulien
et chacun de la paire de condyles comprennent une
surface supérieure (135b) destinée à venir en prise
avec une surface d’un fémur et une surface inférieu-
re (135a) d’articulation avec une surface d’appui d’un
composant tibial, et en outre dans lequel l’encoche
condylienne traverse les surfaces supérieure et in-
férieure du au moins un de la paire de condyles.

9. Composant prothétique fémoral selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel le ligament croisé est un ligament
croisé antérieur.
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