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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an image evaluation device, image selection device, image evaluation method,
recording medium, and program for properly evaluating the graininess (or roughness) of an image.

Background Art

[0002] Techniques for evaluating an image have been proposed in the prior art. For example, Patent Literature 1
proposes a technique of objectively evaluating an evaluation-target image resulting from processing an original image
using entropy. This technique necessitates the un-processed original image as a comparing image in addition to the
evaluation-target image.
[0003] Additionally, Non Patent Literature 1 reports a study on pseudo-Hilbert scan satisfying the condition that neigh-
boring pixels on a path are also neighbors in a rectangular image while going through all pixels of the rectangular image
for making progress in applications in image compression.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004] Patent Literature 1: Unexamined Japanese Patent Application Kokai Publication No. H10-200893.

Non Patent Literature

[0005] Non Patent Literature 1: Jian Zhang, Sei-ichiro Kamata and Yoshifumi Ueshige, A Pseudo-Hilbert Scan Algo-
rithm for Arbitrarily-Sized Rectangle Region, ADVANCES IN MACHINE VISION, IMAGE PROCESSING, AND PATTERN
ANALYSIS, Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Volume 4153/2006, 290-299, DOI: 10, 1007/11821045_31, 2006.

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0006] However, there is a strong demand for objectively evaluating an evaluation-target image by referring only to
the evaluation-target image without comparing with any other comparable image separately prepared.
[0007] Furthermore, there is also a demand for finding the graininess of an image without caring for the size of the
image in the above evaluation.
[0008] The present invention solves the above problems and an exemplary objective of the present invention is to
provide an image evaluation device, image selection device, image evaluation method, recording medium, and program
for properly evaluating the graininess(or roughness) of an image.

Solution to Problem

[0009] The image evaluation device according to a first exemplary aspect of the present invention comprises:

a blurer creating a second image by blurring a first image;
a differentiator creating a third image presenting a difference in pixel value of each pixel between the first image
and the second image;
a scanner scanning pixels contained in the third image, obtaining differences in pixel value between adjoining pixels,
and obtaining respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences;
a calculator calculating an entropy from the respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences; and
an outputter outputting the entropy as an evaluation value of a graininess of the first image.

[0010] Furthermore, in the image evaluation device of the present invention,
the scanner can scan the pixels contained in the third image from left to right and from top to bottom.
[0011] Furthermore, in the image evaluation device of the present invention,
the scanner can scan the pixels contained in the third image along a space-filling curve.
[0012] Furthermore, in the image evaluation device of the present invention,
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a pixel value of each pixel contained in the third image is a distance between a pixel value at a position of that pixel in
the first image and a pixel value at a position of that pixel in the second image in a given color space.
[0013] Furthermore, in the image evaluation device of the present invention,
the difference in pixel value between the adjoining pixels can be a distance between the pixel values of the adjoining
pixels in a given color space.
[0014] The image selection device according to a second exemplary aspect of the present invention comprises:

a receiver receiving multiple images depicting an object;
an acquirer acquiring an evaluation value of a graininess of each of the multiple received images from the above-
described image evaluation; and
a selector selecting the least rough image from the multiple received images based on the acquired graininess
evaluation values.

[0015] The image evaluation method according to a third exemplary aspect of the present invention is executed by
an image evaluation device comprising a blurer, a differentiator, a scanner, a calculator, and an outputter, and comprises:

a blurring step in which the blurer creates a second image by blurring a first image;
a differentiation step in which the differentiator creates a third image presenting a difference in pixel value of each
pixel between the first image and the second image;
a scanning step in which the scanner scans pixels contained in the third image, obtains the differences in pixel value
between adjoining pixels, and obtains respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences;
a calculation step in which the calculator calculates an entropy from the respective probabilities of occurrence of
the obtained differences; and
an output step in which the outputter outputs the entropy as an evaluation value of a graininess of the first image.

[0016] The computer-readable recording medium according to a fourth exemplary aspect of the present invention
records a program that allows a computer to function as:

a blurer creating a second image by blurring a first image;
a differentiator creating a third image presenting a difference in pixel value of each pixel between the first image
and the second image;
a scanner scanning pixels contained in the third image, obtaining the differences in pixel value between adjoining
pixels, and obtaining respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences;
a calculator calculating an entropy from the respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences; and
an outputter outputting the entropy as an evaluation value of a graininess of the first image.

[0017] The program according to a fifth exemplary aspect of the present invention allows a computer to function as:

a blurer creating a second image by blurring a first image;
a differentiator creating a third image presenting a difference in pixel value of each pixel between the first image
and the second image;
a scanner scanning the pixels contained in the third image, obtaining the differences in pixel value between adjoining
pixels, and obtaining the respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences;
a calculator calculating an entropy from the respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences; and
an outputter outputting the entropy as an evaluation value of the graininess of the first image.

[0018] The program of the present invention can be recorded on a non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
such as a compact disc, flexible disc, hard disc, magneto optical disc, digital video disc, magnetic tape, and semiconductor
memory. Furthermore, such a recording medium can be distributed/sold independently from the computer.
[0019] Furthermore, the program of the present invention can be loaded and temporarily recorded on a computer-
readable recording medium such as a RAM (random access memory) from the above recording medium and then the
CPU (central processing unit) can read, interpret, and execute the program recorded on the RAM.
[0020] Furthermore, the program of the present invention can be distributed/sold via a transitory transfer medium such
as a computer communication network independently from the computer on which the program runs.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0021] The present invention can provide an image evaluation device, image selection device, image evaluation
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method, recording medium, and program for properly evaluating the graininess(or roughness) of an image.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0022]

FIG. 1A is an explanatory illustration for explaining an image-scanning path;
FIG. 1B is an explanatory illustration for explaining an image-scanning path;
FIG. 1C is an explanatory illustration for explaining an image-scanning path;
FIG. 2 is an explanatory illustration showing the general configuration of the image evaluation device according to
the embodiment;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing the control flow in the image evaluation procedure executed by the image evaluation
device according to the embodiment;
FIG. 4A is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values obtained by scanning a first image a that
is a rough image depicting an object;
FIG. 4B is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values obtained by scanning a first image a that
is a smooth image depicting an object;
FIG. 5A is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values obtained by scanning a second image b
corresponding to the first image a shown in FIG. 4A;
FIG. 5B is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values obtained by scanning a second image b
corresponding to the first image a shown in FIG. 4B;
FIG. 6A is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values of a third image c corresponding to the
profile of pixel values of the first image a shown in FIG. 4A and to the profile of pixel values of the second image b
shown in FIG. 5A;
FIG. 6B is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values of a third image c corresponding to the
profile of pixel values of the first image a shown in FIG. 4B and to the profile of pixel values of the second image b
shown in FIG. 5B;
FIG. 7 is an explanatory illustration showing the general configuration of the image selection device according to
the embodiment; and
FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing the process flow of the image selection method executed by the image selection device.

Description of Embodiments

[0023] Embodiments of the present invention will be described hereafter. The embodiments are given for the purpose
of explanation and do not confine the scope of the invention of the present application. Therefore, a person of ordinary
skill in the field may embrace an embodiment in which some or all components are replaced with equivalent counterparts
and such an embodiment falls under the scope of the present invention.

Embodiment 1

[0024] The image evaluation device according to the present invention can be realized by running given programs on
various kinds of computers such as server computers and personal computers.
[0025] Here, a computer means a piece of hardware on which a CPU runs programs so as to use a RAM as a temporary
storage area and/or output destination of the processing results, receive instruction from a user through an input device
such as a keyboard and mouse, output the processing results to an output device such as a display, and communicate
with other devices via an NIC (network interface card) for the above input/output, and the input/output devices can be
omitted as appropriate.
[0026] The hard disc or the like of a computer records images to be processed by the CPU in addition to the programs
to be run by the CPU. In many cases, the images are managed by means of a file system and various databases along
with information regarding the photographer, shooting date/time, shooting location, and shooting object.
[0027] Here, it is possible that multiple computers connected via computer communication networks including the
Internet execute the above processing in a parallel, distributed, or concurrent manner so as to expedite the processing
of the image evaluation device according to the present invention.
[0028] Additionally, the image evaluation device of the present invention can be realized by applying FPGA (field
programmable gate array) techniques or the like to design an electronic circuit base on the programs and configure a
dedicated electronic circuit.
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(Evaluation-target image)

[0029] This embodiment evaluates the graininess(or roughness) of an image. The evaluation-target image is a digitally-
processable image obtained by photographing a real object with a digital camera or by scanning a film or sheet of paper
with a scanner.
[0030] In the following explanation, an image a has a rectangular shape having a width of a.W dots and a length of
a.H dots and is expressed by a set of a.W x a.H pixels for easier understanding. Starting from the top left one, the
positions of the pixels are referred to as follows. In other words, the first element of coordinates presenting a pixel position
is defined on the horizontal axis in the left-to-right direction and the second element thereof is defined on the vertical
axis in the top-to-bottom direction.
[0031]

[0032] Furthermore, a pixel value of a pixel contained in the image a at coordinates (x, y) is denoted by a[x, y].
[0033] Each pixel value is expressed by a scalar value in the case of a monochrome image and by a red, green, and
blue three-dimensional vector in the case of a color image. In this embodiment, digital expression is used. For example,
the pixel values are integers ranging from 0 to 255 in the case of an eight-bit monochrome image. The three, red, green,
and blue, pixel values are each an integer ranging from 0 to 255 in the case of a 24-bit color image.
[0034] The absolute value of the difference between the scalar values of the pixel values can be used as the distance
between two pixel values in the case of a monochrome image. In the case of a color image, the distance between the
vectors of the pixel values (the square root of the square sum of the differences of red, green, and blue elements), the
square distance (the square sum of the differences of red, green, and blue elements), or the Manhattan distance (the
total of the absolute values of the differences of the red, green, and blue) can be used.
[0035] Furthermore, a scheme using monochrome images converted from color images can be used for the distance
between the pixel values of two pixels contained in the color images. In other words, the absolute value of the difference
in a pixel value (scalar value) between two monochrome images converted from two color images is used as the distance
between the pixel values of the two color images.
[0036] In the following explanation, the distance between two pixel values p and q is denoted by |p - q|.
[0037] In this embodiment, each of the pixels contained in an image is scanned. In other words, the pixels contained
in an image are arranged into a line.
[0038] As described above, the image a has a total of a.W x a.H pixels. Then, the coordinates of a pixel i (i = 0, 1, 2,
..., a.W x a.H -1) after the pixels are arranged into a line can be obtained by various scanning schemes as described below.
[0039] FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 1C are explanatory illustrations for explaining pixel-scanning paths. The following explanation
will be made with reference to these figures. In these figures, an image 11 consisting of 8 x 8 pixels is scanned along a
path 12a, 12b, or 12c.
[0040] The first scheme yields the coordinates (i mod a.W, i div a.W) for a pixel i of the image a. Here, x div y means
integer division (the result of dividing x by y) and x mod y means the reminder from the integer division (the remainder
as a result of dividing x by y). As shown in FIG. 1A, this scheme scans each of the pixels of the image 11 along the path
12a. In other words, first, the pixels are scanned horizontally from the left end to the right end. Reaching the right end,
downward shift by one dot is made and then the pixels are scanned horizontally from the left end to the right end. This
process is repeated.
[0041] With the second scheme, the coordinates of a pixel i of the image a is:

(a) (i mod a.W, i div a.W) when i div (a.W x 2) is an even number, and
(b) (a.W - (i mod a.W) - 1, i div a.W) when i div (a.W x 2) is an odd number.
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[0042] As shown in FIG. 1B, this scheme scans each of the pixels of the image 11 along the path 12a. In other words,
first, the pixels are scanned horizontally from the left end to the right end. Reaching the right end, downward shift by
one dot is made and then the pixels are scanned from the right end to the left end. Reaching the left end, downward
shift by one dot is made and then the pixels are scanned from the left end to the right end. This process is repeated.
[0043] The third scheme utilizes the pseudo-Hilbert scan as disclosed in the Non Patent Literature 1. With the second
scheme, the pixels adjoining each other in the vertical direction in the image are separated upon scanning. With this
scheme, as shown in FIG. 1C, the pixels adjoining each other in the horizontal or vertical direction in the image 11 are
more likely and frequently to be proximate on the scan path 12c than in the case of FIG. 1B.
[0044] In the following explanation, the pixel value of an pixel i on a path 12 of scanning the image 11 is denoted by
a(i) for easier understanding.
[0045] A series of pixel values a(0), a(1), a(2), ..., a(a.W x a.H - 1) obtained by scanning corresponds to the following
pixel values in a different order.
[0046]

(Image evaluation device)

[0047] FIG. 2 is an explanatory illustration showing the general configuration of the image evaluation device according
to this embodiment. FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing the control flow in the image evaluation procedure executed by the
image evaluation device. The following explanation will be made with reference to these figures.
[0048] An image evaluation device 101 according to this embodiment comprises, as shown in FIG. 2, a blurer 102, a
differentiator 103, a scanner 104, a calculator 105, and an outputter 106. The functions of these components are realized
as a computer executes given programs.
[0049] The following explanation will be made on the assumption that the image evaluation device 101 evaluates a
first image a. Furthermore, it is assumed that one of the above-described different scanning paths is selected and applied
to all images to be processed.
[0050] Here, information on the first image a and all images to be processed as described later is recorded on a
recording medium such as a hard disc, transmitted/received or distributed via a computer communication network, or
stored in a temporary storage region of a RAM or the like in order to carry out various kinds of processing.
[0051] First, the blurer 102 blurs the first image a to create a second image b in the image evaluation device 101 (Step
S301). Here, the blurring is realized by applying a so-called smoothing filter to the image.
[0052] Here, the first image a and second image b are equal in width and length. In other words, a.W = b.W and a.H
= b.H are satisfied.
[0053] Using the above-described scanning, a simple scheme of smoothing the pixels of the first image a can be as
follows. For example, the average of adjoining pixels is obtained as follows for smoothing: 

and 

in which the symbol "←" means substituting.
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[0054] Additionally, the weighted average of a pixel and the pixels immediately before and after it on the path is obtained
as follow for smoothing: 

and 

in which B is a given positive constant.
[0055] Two-dimensional smoothing can also be used without using the above-described scanning schemes. For ex-
ample, the weighted average of a pixel and the pixels immediately above and below it and on its right and left is obtained
as follows for smoothing: 

and 

in which x and y are integers.
[0056] Various other blurring schemes and/or image-smoothing filters are applicable to the blurring of this step.
[0057] Here, in order to obtain the pixel value of the pixel at a desired position in the second image b, the above-
described schemes make reference to the pixel value of the pixel at the desired position in the first image a and additionally
make reference to the pixel values around the desired position for obtaining the average. Therefore, different approaches
are taken for obtaining the average depending on whether the surroundings around a desired position are all within the
first image a or some of them are outside the first image a.
[0058] For example, the simplest scheme among the above-described schemes obtains the average between the
pixel value at a desired position and the pixel value at the next position for blurring.
[0059] Therefore, if the desired position is situated at the last pixel of the second image b, the next position is outside
the first image a. Then, in such a case, the pixel value of the pixel at the last position of the first image a is used as it is.
This applies to the two other schemes.
[0060] FIG. 4A is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values obtained by scanning the first image
a that is a rough image depicting the object.
[0061] FIG. 4B is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values obtained by scanning the first image
a that is a smooth image depicting an object.
[0062] FIG. 5A is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values obtained by scanning the second
image b corresponding to the first image a shown in FIG. 4A.
[0063] FIG. 5B is an explanatory illustration presenting the profile of pixel values obtained by scanning the second
image b corresponding to the first image a shown in FIG. 4B.
[0064] The following explanation will be made with reference to these figures.
[0065] The horizontal axis of FIGS. 4A, 4B, 5A and 5B presents the order on the scanning path and the vertical axis
thereof presents the pixel values of pixels in this order. In these figures, the pixel values are scalar values.
[0066] In the image shown in FIG. 4B, the pixel values of the first image a change fairly smoothly.
[0067] On the other hand, in the image shown in FIG. 4A, the pixel values of the first image a change fairly smoothly
except for some occasional, protruding peaks and receded bottoms.
[0068] Those correspond to noise upon photographing the image. A higher level of graininess(or roughness) and lower
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image quality can be assumed as more noise is observed.
[0069] FIG. 5A presents the pixel values of the second image b obtained by smoothing the rough first image a according
to FIG. 4A and FIG. 5B presents the pixel values of the second image b obtained by smoothing the smooth first image
a according to FIG. 4B.
[0070] The pixel values in FIGS. 5A and 5B change similarly to each other. This is because the peaks and bottoms
are moderated by blurring.
[0071] Furthermore, the change in pixel value in FIGS. 5A and 5B is similar to the change in the first image a of FIGS.
4A and 4B as a whole.
[0072] The pixel values are added, subtracted, multiplied, and/or divided in the same calculation fashion as ordinary
scalar values and vector values. However, if the elements are normalized to integer values, the first image a and second
image b can be made equal in size.
[0073] Then, the differentiator 103 creates a third image c presenting the difference between the first image a and
second image b (Step S302).
[0074] The difference between the first image a and second image b is expressed by the distance between the image
values situated at the same position in the images. Here, the third image c is equal to the first image a and second image
b in length and width: 

[0075] The third image c can be created by scanning the pixels along the above-described paths and obtaining the
pixel values of the third image c as follows: 

[0076] However, the pixels can be manipulated based on another order. For example, the pixels can be manipulated
along the rows or columns within the image as follows: 

[0077] FIGS. 6A and 6B are explanatory illustrations presenting the profile of pixel values of the third image c corre-
sponding to the profile of pixel values of the first image a shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B and to the profile of pixel values of
the second image b shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B. The following explanation will be made with reference to these figures.
[0078] The third image c represented in FIG. 6B is created from the smooth first image a, in which almost no peaks
and bottoms corresponding to the noise appear and the pixel values are equal or nearly equal to zero.
[0079] On the other hand, the third image c represented in FIG. 6A is created from the rough first image a, in which
some protruding peaks and bottoms corresponding to the noise remain. However, the pixel values are equal or nearly
equal to zero where there is no noise.
[0080] Then, the present invention utilizes entropy for employing the degree of protruding and remaining as the eval-
uation value.
[0081] To do so, the scanner 104 scans each of the pixels contained in the third image c and obtains the probability
of occurrence of the difference in pixel value between adjoining pixels (Step S303).
[0082] Here again, the pixels can be scanned along the rows or columns as described above or along a path in
sequence as described below. In order to obtain the probability of occurrence of the difference in pixel value, first, the
frequency of each pixel value should be obtained. An array t is prepared for storing the frequency. The array t can be a
one-dimensional array or an associative array. The notation t[x] is used to access each element of the array t.
[0083] Here, if the array t is an ordinary one-dimensional array, the number of elements can be set to the possible
maximum value DMAX of the distance between pixel values plus one.
[0084] For example, when the first image a and second image b are eight-bit monochrome images, each pixel value
is in a range from 0 to 255. If the absolute value of the difference in pixel value is used as the distance, each element
of the third image c is in a range from 0 to 255, which means an eight-bit monochrome image; then, DMAX = 255.
[0085] When the first image a and second image b are 24-bit color images and the square sum of the differences in
pixel value of the elements is used as the distance, DMAX = 255 x 255 x 3 = 195075.
[0086] In order to obtain the frequency, each of the elements of the array t each must have an initial value of 0.
Therefore, when the array t is a one-dimensional array, the following must be executed before counting the frequency: 



EP 2 765 555 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0087] Additionally, the array t can be an associative array using the hash or the like. The difference in pixel value is
mostly nearly equal to zero; therefore, use of the hash or the like allows for efficient memory use. In such a case, the
default value of each of the elements of the array t is set to zero.
[0088] Here, each of the elements t[x] of the array t should be able to store the maximum value of the distance between
pixel values.
[0089] When the first image a is an eight-bit monochrome image, the pixel values of the first, second, and third images
a, b, and c are expressed by an integer value ranging from 0 to 255. Then, it is sufficient to allocate a one-byte region
for each element of the array expressing those.
[0090] On the other hand, the image size can vary to a great extent. As for widely used image sizes, both the width
and height can be expressed by a two-byte integer. Then, it is sufficient to allocate a four-byte region for each element
of the array t.
[0091] The simplest method of obtaining the frequency consists of counting along a path as follows: 

[0092] Here, the third image c can be considered to be a one-dimensional array when it is scanned along a path and
corresponds to be a two-dimensional array when it is viewed as an ordinary image. Therefore, various techniques of
counting the distribution of the values of the elements of the array in parallel or concurrently are applicable.
[0093] Once the frequency of the pixel having a difference in pixel value of d in each element t[d] of the array t is
obtained, the probability of occurrence p(d) of the difference d is calculated as follows: 

[0094] Then, the calculator 105 calculates an entropy E from the respective probabilities of occurrence p(d) of the
differences obtained for each difference d (Step S304).
[0095] Here, the set of integer values appearing as the pixel values of the third image c (the differences in pixel value
between the first image a and second image b) is denoted by keys (t). In other words, t[d] > 0 when d ∈ keys (t) is
satisfied, and t[d] = 0 when d ∈ keys (t) is not satisfied: 

[0096] Then, the entropy E can be calculated as follows: 

[0097] The calculation used in the Steps S301 to S303 can all be done with integers. However, floating decimal point
calculation or fixed decimal point calculation is used for calculating the entropy because the calculation of the log (·)
involves the natural logarithm or common logarithm.
[0098] Finally, the outputter 106 outputs the entropy E as the evaluation value of the graininess(or roughness) of the
first image a (Step S305).
[0099] As described above, when the first image a is a rough image, peaks and bottoms appear in the pixel values.
Then, many different non-zero pixel values appear in the third image c. Therefore, the entropy E calculated as described
above is higher. Then, the entropy E can be used as an indicator of the graininess(or roughness) of an image.
[0100] The Patent Literature 1 compares an evaluation-target image with the original image to obtain the graininess
(or roughness) of the evaluation-target image. On the other hand, this scheme obtains the graininess (or roughness) of
an evaluation-target first image a only from the first image a.
[0101] In other words, this scheme can properly calculate the graininess (or roughness) of an evaluation-target image
even if there is no original image to make reference to.
[0102] Here, the above-described scheme is nearly the same as the scheme of extracting the outline of an object
depicted in an image. Then, the calculated entropy becomes higher as the object photographed in the first image has
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a complex shape.
[0103] However, the entropy components derived from the degree of complexity of an object shape are nearly at the
same level in the comparison of graininess (or roughness) between two photographic images of the same object.
[0104] Furthermore, even in the case of images comprising different numbers of pixels, the entropy components
derived from an object being depicted are at the same level as long as the object occupies each image at the same area
ratio.
[0105] Therefore, the graininess (or roughness) can easily be compared between two images by comparing the entropy
obtained from the two images as it is.
[0106] The above-described embodiment creates from the first image a the second image b that is a blurred image
of the first image a and the third image c presenting the difference between the first image a and second image b, and
counts the frequency of occurrence of each pixel value in the third image c. Therefore, high speed calculation is made
possible by using a CPU or co-processor having multimedia calculation hardware blurring an image and obtaining the
difference.
[0107] On the other hand, the pixel value c(i) is the distance between b(i) and a(i) and b(i) can be obtained from the
pixel value of a pixel near an pixel i in the first image a. Therefore, it is possible to eliminate the image storage region
for storing the second image b and third image c and reduce the memory usage by directly obtaining each c(i) from the
necessary pixel value of a pixel in the first image a and updating the array t with the obtained value.
[0108] For comparing the quality between images of different sizes, the prior art schemes have to make the images
equal in size. However, the above-described embodiment can compare the image graininess (or roughness) by scanning
all pixels and blurring the image without directly dealing with the image size.
[0109] A scheme extensively used with the prior art two-dimensional blurring filters makes reference to the pixel values
of neighboring pixels over D dots above, below, and to the right and left of a desired position, namely the pixel values
of (2 x D + 1) x (2 x D + 1) pixels, to obtain the weighted average. Therefore, some filters make the outer borders of the
second image b smaller than the first image a by D dots. Some filters change the range of region of an image within
which the average is calculated so as not to change the outer borders of an image in width and height before and after
blurring.
[0110] The latter two-dimensional blurring filter can be used with the above-described embodiment as it is. On the
other hand, in order to use the former two-dimensional blurring filter with the above-described embodiment, one of the
following schemes can be used:

(a) following the blurring, the outer borders of the first image a is removed by D dots at the top, bottom, right and
left to make the first image a equal to the second image b in size; or
(b) the pixels corresponding to D dots at the outer borders of the second image b are assumed to have the same
pixel values as those of the first image a.

[0111] With the above scheme (a), the pixels corresponding to D dots at the outer borders are present in the first
image a but absent in the second image b. Then, the above scheme (a) ignores the outer borders upon calculating the
entropy.
[0112] On the other hand, the above scheme (b) treats the pixel values of pixels corresponding to D dots at the outer
borders as being equal between the first image a and second image b.
[0113] Generally, the background is displayed and no important information is contained at the outer borders of an
image in many cases. Furthermore, in the comparison between the number of pixels corresponding to D dots at the
outer borders and the number of the other pixels, the latter is generally extremely great. Therefore, even if the above
scheme (a) or (b) is used, a satisfactory result as an indicator for evaluating the graininess (or roughness) of an image
can be obtained.
[0114] In the above-described embodiment, the pixel value of each pixel of the third image presents the difference in
pixel value between the pixels at the same position in the first and second images. However, the positional correspondence
can be changed on an arbitrary basis. In other words, the difference in pixel value at each position between the first and
second images can be expressed by the pixel at the same position in the third image; however, it does not need to be
the same position.
[0115] For example, the difference between the pixels at each position in the first and second images can be stored
at the pixel in the third image at the mirror-image position or inverted position with respect to that position.
[0116] In any case, as a pixel position in the third image is given, the corresponding pixel position in the first and
second images is determined.
[0117] Therefore, generally, the pixel value of each pixel in the third image presents the difference in pixel value
between the pixels in the first and second images at the position corresponding to that pixel.



EP 2 765 555 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Embodiment 2

[0118] At an electronic shopping mall where multiple store owners exhibit the same product, the store owners prepare
photographic or picture images of the product in many cases.
[0119] Those images include images prepared by the manufacturer of the product in advance, photographic images
shot by store owners with digital cameras, and images modified by store owners with the addition of information such
as a tagline, store logo, or price.
[0120] On the other hand, as a user of the electronic shopping mall searches for a product, images of the product are
displayed on a list of search results in many cases. In such a case, it is sometimes desirable that the product and a store
owner exhibiting the product are combined as one search result and a representative image of the product is presented
to the user.
[0121] The image evaluation scheme according to the above-described embodiment can be used to properly select
a representative image presenting the product when multiple images depicting the product have been prepared.
[0122] In other words, a less rough image presumably makes it easier for the user to view the product and induces
the user to favor it.
[0123] Furthermore, in the case of the store owner doing some editing such as addition of a tagline, the image becomes
rougher. Therefore, presumably, an image of a faithful copy of the actual product with no editing can easily be obtained
among less rough images.
[0124] The image selection device according to this embodiment selects such an image. Here, the image selection
device is applicable to select any image from multiple images for any purpose. For example, the image selection device
is applicable to automatically select the best photographic image after the user successively photographed an object
multiple times, or to select a frame image representing the video image among the frame images of the video image
created by arranging multiple frame images in sequence.
[0125] The image selection device can be realized by a computer executing given programs like the above-described
image evaluation device 101, or can be mounted as an electronic circuit using the FPGA or the like.
[0126] FIG. 7 is an explanatory illustration showing the general configuration of the image selection device according
to this embodiment. FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing the process flow of the image selection method executed by the image
selection device. The following explanation will be made with reference to these figures.
[0127] As shown in FIG. 7, an image selection device 601 comprises a receiver 602, an acquirer 603, and a selector 604.
[0128] When the image selection device 601 is realized by a computer executing given programs, first, the receiver
602 receives multiple images depicting a single target as the programs have started (Step S701).
[0129] Here, the multiple images are typically recorded on a hard disc. However, the multiple images can be acquired
through computer communication networks in sequence.
[0130] Then, the acquirer 603 acquires the evaluation value of the graininess (or roughness) of each of the multiple
received images from the above-described image evaluation device 101 (Step S702).
[0131] As described above, the above-described image evaluation device 101 can evaluate the graininess (or rough-
ness) of each image independently without comparing with the original image or other images. Therefore, the graininess
(or roughness) evaluation values can be calculated in parallel or concurrently.
[0132] Finally, the selector 604 selects the least rough image or an image with the lowest entropy from the multiple
received images based on the acquired graininess(or roughness) evaluation values (Step S703), and the procedure ends.
[0133] As described above, the obtained graininess (or roughness) is the entropy of nonsmooth parts of the image.
The entropy is increased when the image contains many noises or when the image has new information (for example,
an image of a tag line character string) overwritten.
[0134] Therefore, selecting the least rough image results in selecting an image depicting the photographed target in
an easily viewable and faithful manner as much as possible.
[0135] As described above, this embodiment makes it possible to properly select a representative image from multiple
images with simple calculation.

Reference Signs List

[0136]

101 Image evaluation device
102 Blurer
103 Differentiator
104 Scanner
105 Calculator
106 Outputter
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601 Image selection device
602 Receiver
603 Acquirer
604 Selector

Claims

1. An image evaluation device, comprising:

a blurer creating a second image by blurring a first image;
a differentiator creating a third image presenting a difference in pixel value of each pixel between the first image
and the second image;
a scanner scanning pixels contained in the third image, obtaining differences in pixel value between adjoining
pixels, and obtaining respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences;
a calculator calculating an entropy from the respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences; and
an outputter outputting the entropy as an evaluation value of a graininess of the first image.

2. The image evaluation device according to Claim 1, wherein:

the scanner scans the pixels contained in the third image from left to right and from top to bottom.

3. The image evaluation device according to Claim 1, wherein:

the scanner scans the pixels contained in the third image along a space-filling curve.

4. The image evaluation device according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, wherein:

a pixel value of each pixel contained in the third image is a distance between a pixel value at a position of that
pixel in the first image and a pixel value at a position of that pixel in the second image in a given color space.

5. The image evaluation device according to any one of Claims 1 to 4, wherein:

the difference in pixel value between the adjoining pixels is a distance between pixel values of the adjoining
pixels in a given color space.

6. An image selection device, comprising:

a receiver receiving multiple images depicting an object;
an acquirer acquiring an evaluation value of a graininess of each of the multiple received images from the image
evaluation device according to any one of Claims 1 to 5; and
a selector selecting the least rough image from the multiple received images based on the acquired graininess
evaluation values.

7. An image evaluation method executed by an image evaluation device comprising a blurer, a differentiator, a scanner,
a calculator, and an outputter, comprising:

a blurring step in which the blurer creates a second image by blurring a first image;
a differentiation step in which the differentiator creates a third image presenting a difference in pixel value of
each pixel between the first image and the second image;
a scanning step in which the scanner scans pixels contained in the third image, obtains differences in pixel
value between adjoining pixels, and obtains the respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences;
a calculation step in which the calculator calculates an entropy from the respective probabilities of occurrence
of the obtained differences; and
an output step in which the outputter outputs the entropy as an evaluation value of a graininess of the first image.

8. An image evaluation program that allows a computer to function as:
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a blurer creating a second image by blurring a first image;
a differentiator creating a third image presenting a difference in pixel value of each pixel between the first image
and the second image;
a scanner scanning pixels contained in the third image, obtaining differences in pixel value between adjoining
pixels, and obtaining respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences;
a calculator calculating an entropy from the respective probabilities of occurrence of the obtained differences; and
an outputter outputting the entropy as the evaluation value of a graininess of the first image.

Patentansprüche

1. Bild-Evaluierungsvorrichtung, umfassend:

einen Unschärfeerzeuger, der durch Unscharfmachen eines ersten Bildes ein zweites Bild erzeugt;
einen Differentiator, der ein drittes Bild erzeugt, das eine Differenz beim Pixelwert jedes Pixels zwischen dem
ersten Bild und dem zweiten Bild präsentiert;
einen Scanner, der in dem dritten Bild enthaltene Pixel scannt, Differenzen beim Pixelwert zwischen angren-
zenden Pixeln ermittelt und entsprechende Wahrscheinlichkeiten des Auftretens der ermittelten Differenzen
ermittelt;
einen Rechner, der eine Entropie aus den jeweiligen Wahrscheinlichkeiten des Auftretens der ermittelten Dif-
ferenzen berechnet; und
einen Ausgeber, der die Entropie als einen Evaluierungswert einer Körnigkeit des ersten Bildes ausgibt.

2. Bild-Evaluierungsvorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei:

der Scanner die in dem dritten Bild enthaltenen Pixel von links nach rechts und von oben nach unten scannt.

3. Bild-Evaluierungsvorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei:

der Scanner die in dem dritten Bild enthaltenen Pixel längs einer Raumfüllkurve scannt.

4. Bild-Evaluierungsvorrichtung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei:

ein Pixelwert jedes Pixels, das im dritten Bild enthalten ist, ein Abstand zwischen einem Pixelwert an einer
Position dieses Pixels im ersten Bild und einem Pixelwert an einer Position dieses Pixels im zweiten Bild in
einem gegebenen Farbraum ist.

5. Bild-Evaluierungsvorrichtung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei:

die Differenz beim Pixelwert zwischen den angrenzenden Pixeln ein Abstand zwischen Pixelwerten der anei-
nander angrenzenden Pixel in einen gegebenen Farbraum ist.

6. Bild-Auswahlvorrichtung, umfassend:

einen Empfänger, der mehrere, ein Objekt darstellende Bilder empfängt;
einen Erfasser, der einen Erfassungswert einer Körnigkeit jedes der mehreren empfangenen Bilder aus der
Bild-Evaluierungsvorrichtung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5 erfasst; und
einen Selektor, der das am wenigsten raue Bild aus den mehreren empfangenen Bildern, basierend auf den
erfassten Körnigkeits-Evaluierungswerten auswählt.

7. Bild-Evaluierungsverfahren, welches durch eine Bild-Evaluierungsvorrichtung ausgeführt wird, die einen Unschär-
feerzeuger, einen Differentiator, einen Scanner, einen Rechner und einen Ausgeber umfasst, umfassend:

einen Unscharfmachschritt, in welchem der Unschärfeerzeuger ein zweites Bild durch Unscharfmachen eines
ersten Bildes erzeugt;
einen Differenzierungsschritt, in welchem der Differentiator ein drittes Bild erzeugt, das eine Differenz beim
Pixelwert jedes Pixels zwischen dem ersten Bild und dem zweiten Bild präsentiert;
einen Scanschritt, in welchem der Scanner in dem dritten Bild enthaltene Pixel scannt, Differenzen beim Pixelwert
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zwischen angrenzenden Pixeln ermittelt und die jeweiligen Wahrscheinlichkeiten des Auftretens der ermittelten
Differenzen ermittelt;
einen Berechnungsschritt, in welchem der Rechner eine Entropie aus den jeweiligen Auftrittswahrscheinlich-
keiten der ermittelten Differenzen berechnet; und
einen Ausgabeschritt, in welchem der Ausgeber die Entropie als einen Evaluierungswert einer Körnigkeit des
ersten Bildes ausgibt.

8. Bild-Evaluierungsprogramm, das einem Computer gestattet, zu fungieren als:

ein Unschärfeerzeuger, der ein zweites Bild durch Unscharfmachen eines ersten Bilds erzeugt;
einen Differentiator, der ein drittes Bild erzeugt, das eine Differenz beim Pixelwert jedes Pixels zwischen dem
ersten Bild und dem zweiten Bild präsentiert;
einen Scanner, der im dritten Bild enthaltene Pixel scannt, Differenzen beim Pixelwert zwischen aneinander
angrenzenden Pixeln ermittelt und jeweilige Wahrscheinlichkeiten des Auftretens der ermittelten Differenzen
ermittelt;
einen Rechner, der eine Entropie aus den jeweiligen Auftrittswahrscheinlichkeiten der ermittelten Differenzen
berechnet; und
einen Ausgeber, welcher die Entropie als den Evaluierungswert einer Körnigkeit des ersten Bilds ausgibt.

Revendications

1. Dispositif d’évaluation d’images, comprenant :

un flouteur qui crée une deuxième image en floutant une première image ;
un différenciateur qui crée une troisième image présentant une différence de valeur de chaque pixel entre la
première image et la deuxième image ;
un scanneur qui balaye les pixels contenus dans la troisième image, en obtenant des différences de valeur de
pixel entre des pixels attenants et en obtenant des probabilités respectives d’occurrence des différences
obtenues ;
un calculateur qui calcule une entropie à partir des probabilités respectives d’occurrence des différences
obtenues ; et
un module de sortie qui délivre l’entropie comme valeur d’évaluation de la granularité de la première image.

2. Dispositif d’évaluation d’images selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

le scanneur balaye les pixels contenus dans la troisième image de gauche à droite et de haut en bas.

3. Dispositif d’évaluation d’images selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

le scanneur balaye les pixels contenus dans la troisième image le long d’une courbe remplissant l’espace.

4. Dispositif d’évaluation d’images selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel :

la valeur de pixel de chaque pixel contenu dans la troisième image est la distance entre la valeur de pixel dans
une position dudit pixel dans la première image et la valeur de pixel dans une position dudit pixel dans la
deuxième image dans un espace de couleur donné.

5. Dispositif d’évaluation d’images selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel :

la différence de valeur de pixel entre des pixels attenants est la distance entre les valeurs des pixels attenants
dans un espace de couleur donné.

6. Dispositif de sélection d’images, comprenant :

un récepteur qui reçoit de multiples images représentant un objet ;
un acquéreur qui acquiert une valeur d’évaluation de la granularité de chacune des multiples images reçues
du dispositif d’évaluation d’images selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5 ; et
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un sélecteur qui sélectionne l’image la moins grossière des multiples images reçues en fonction des valeurs
acquises d’évaluation de la granularité.

7. Procédé d’évaluation d’images exécuté par un dispositif d’évaluation d’images comprenant un flouteur, un différen-
ciateur, un scanneur, un calculateur et un module de sortie, et comprenant :

une étape de floutage dans laquelle le flouteur crée une deuxième image en floutant une première image ;
une étape de différenciation dans laquelle le différenciateur crée une troisième image présentant une différence
de valeur de chaque pixel entre la première image et la deuxième image ;
une étape de balayage dans laquelle le scanneur balaye les pixels contenus dans la troisième image, en
obtenant des différences de valeur de pixel entre des pixels attenants et en obtenant des probabilités respectives
d’occurrence des différences obtenues ;
une étape de calcul dans laquelle le calculateur calcule une entropie à partir des probabilités respectives
d’occurrence des différences obtenues ; et
une étape de sortie dans laquelle le module de sortie délivre l’entropie comme valeur d’évaluation de la granu-
larité de la première image.

8. Programme d’évaluation d’images qui permet à un ordinateur de fonctionner comme :

flouteur qui crée une deuxième image en floutant une première image ;
différenciateur qui crée une troisième image présentant une différence de valeur de chaque pixel entre la
première image et la deuxième image ;
scanneur qui balaye les pixels contenus dans la troisième image, en obtenant des différences de valeur de
pixel entre des pixels attenants et en obtenant des probabilités respectives d’occurrence des différences
obtenues ;
un calculateur qui calcule une entropie à partir des probabilités respectives d’occurrence des différences
obtenues ; et
un module de sortie qui délivre l’entropie comme valeur d’évaluation de la granularité de la première image.
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