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Description 

Background  of  the  invention 

This  invention  relates  to  wide  band  gap  semi- 
conductor  light-emitting  devices  (LED'S),  and  also 
relates  to  such  devices  including  a  Fabry-Perot 
cavity  to  achieve  laser  output. 

Semiconductor  LED'S  fabricated  from  wide 
band  gap  materials  such  as  ll-VI  compounds,  are 
desirable  in  that  they  emit  radiation  at  wavelengths 
within  the  visible  region  of  the  electromagnetic 
spectrum.  However,  at  the  present  time,  it  is  dif- 
ficult  to  make  pn  junction  LED'S  from  wide  band 
gap  semiconductor  materials,  since  suitable  materi- 
als  can  generally  only  be  properly  doped  either 
with  n-type  or  p-type  conductivity. 

Despite  these  drawbacks,  lasing  has  neverthe- 
less  been  achieved  in  devices  utilizing  wide  band 
gap  semiconductor  materials  of  a  single  conductiv- 
ity  type,  usually  by  avalanche  breakdown  brought 
on  by  a  high  field  potential,  for  example  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  boundary  between  regions  of  different 
conductivities.  In  this  regard,  see  Fern  et  al.,  U.S. 
patent  3,493,891  (p-GaAs),  and  Mimura,  Japanese 
patent  application  No.  61-144070  (n-GaAs).  Lasing 
in  such  single  conductivity  type  materials  has  also 
been  achieved  by  a  high  field  potential  induced 
behind  the  ionization  front  of  a  streamer.  See  N.G. 
Basov  et  al.,  Semiconductor  Streamer  Lasers,  J. 
Quantum  Electronics,  Vol.  QE-13,  No.  8,  August 
1988  (CdxSeT-x  and  ZnSe).  In  addition,  lasing  has 
been  reported  by  means  of  direct  carrier  injection 
from  a  Schottky  diode.  See  Wade,  U.S.  patent 
3,382,454  (p-GaAs).  Lasing  is  also  generally  known 
to  be  achievable  in  such  materials  by  pumping 
optically  or  with  a  high  energy  electron  beam. 

Electron  beam  excitation  of  ll-VI  materials  is  of 
particular  interest  for  display  applications,  such  as 
video,  since  the  technology  for  scanning  a  display 
screen  with  electron  beams  is  well  developed,  and 
since  the  band  gap  energies  of  these  materials  are 
such  that  well  defined  emissions  within  the  visible 
spectrum  are  obtainable.  However,  the  efficiencies 
of  LED'S  using  such  single  conductivity  type  ma- 
terials  are  less  than  could  be  obtained  if  such 
materials  could  be  doped  both  n-  and  p-type,  to 
obtain  pn  junctions.  For  such  single  conductivity- 
type  materials,  the  electron  beam  energies  re- 
quired  to  achieve  carrier  multiplication  by  ava- 
lanche  breakdown,  the  most  efficient  mode  of  op- 
eration,  would  be  practically  prohibitive. 

Accordingly,  it  is  an  object  of  the  invention  to 
provide  wide  band  gap,  single  conductivity  type, 
semiconductor  LED'S  which  can  be  excited  by 
electron  beams  at  energies  below  those  previously 
required. 

It  is  another  object  of  the  invention  to  provide 
wide  band  gap,  single  conductivity  type,  semicon- 
ductor  lasers  which  can  be  excited  by  electron 
beams  at  energies  lower  than  those  previously 

5  required. 
It  is  still  another  object  of  the  invention  to 

provide  wide  band  gap,  single  conductivity  type, 
semiconductor  LED'S  and  lasers  having  enhanced 
efficiencies  of  operation. 

io  It  is  still  another  object  of  the  invention  to 
provide  wide  band  gap,  single  conductivity  type, 
semiconductor  heterostructure  LED'S  and  lasers 
having  enhanced  efficiencies  of  operation. 

75  Summary  of  the  invention 

According  to  one  aspect  of  the  invention,  wide 
band  gap  single  conductivity  type  semiconductor 
LED'S  are  provided  in  which  a  potential  below  the 

20  threshold  required  for  carrier  multiplication  by  ava- 
lanche  breakdown  is  applied,  enabling  the  excita- 
tion  of  light  emission  by  carrier  introduction  at  a 
lower  energy  than  would  otherwise  be  required. 
Such  carrier  introduction  may  be  by  means  of  an 

25  incident  beam  of  electrons  or  electromagnetic  radi- 
ation,  such  as  light,  or  by  carrier  injection,  such  as 
from  a  pn  junction  diode  or  Schottky  diode. 

In  accordance  with  another  aspect  of  the  inven- 
tion,  wide  band  gap,  single  conductivity  type  semi- 

30  conductor  LED'S  are  provided  with  efficiency-en- 
hancing  heterostructures  such  as  potential  wells  or 
staircases,  or  a  combination  of  potential  wells  and 
staircases,  in  order  to  enhance  the  efficiency  of 
carrier  multiplication  and/or  recombination  in  such 

35  devices. 
In  accordance  with  still  another  aspect  of  the 

invention,  such  a  device  employs  a  carrier  injection 
structure  formed  in  a  substrate  of  a  single  crystal 
semiconductor  material  suitable  to  support  epitaxial 

40  growth  of  the  wide  band  gap  semiconductor  homo- 
structure  or  heterostructure,  such  structure  herein 
generally  termed  the  "active  region"  of  the  device. 
Such  a  device  may  be  one  of  an  array  of  devices 
formed  on  the  substrate,  in  which  both  the  carrier 

45  injection  structure  and  the  active  regions  are 
formed,  for  example,  by  techniques  well  known  in 
the  integrated  circuit  art.  For  example,  the  epitax- 
ially  grown  layers  of  a  heterostructure  covering  the 
entire  surface  of  the  substrate  can  be  separated 

50  into  an  array  of  separate  active  regions  by  masking 
areas  corresponding  to  the  desired  active  regions 
and  then  etching  away  the  exposed  portions  with 
an  etchant  selective  for  the  materials  in  the  epitax- 
ial  layers  of  the  heterostructure.  Such  an  array, 

55  when  the  individual  devices  thereof  are  subjected 
to  a  potential  below  that  required  for  avalanche 
breakdown,  and  subsequently  addressed  by  a 
scanning  electron  beam,  is  useful  in  a  display 
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device  such  as  a  video  display  device. 
In  accordance  with  yet  a  further  aspect  of  the 

invention,  parallel  reflective  surfaces  may  be  pro- 
vided  for  such  devices,  these  surfaces  forming  a 
Fabry-Perot  cavity  for  the  carrier  recombination 
region  of  the  active  region  of  the  device  in  order  to 
induce  lasing  of  the  emitted  light.  In  such  laser 
devices,  the  electrodes  may  be  partially  transmit- 
ting  or  in  the  alternative,  may  be  located  outside 
the  path  of  the  laser  light  in  order  to  avoid  absorp- 
tion  and/or  attenuation  of  such  light  by  the  elec- 
trode  materials. 

Brief  description  of  the  drawings 

Fig.  1  is  a  section  view  of  one  embodiment  of 
an  LED  according  to  the  invention,  in  which  the 
device  is  subjected  to  a  potential  below  that 
required  for  light  emission,  and  in  which  light 
emission  is  excited  by  an  electron  beam  in- 
cident  on  the  device; 
Fig.  2  is  an  energy  diagram  for  the  active  region 
of  the  device  of  Fig.  1,  showing  the  variation  in 
band  gap  energy  across  the  device; 
Fig.  3  is  a  section  view  similar  to  that  of  Fig.  1 
for  another  embodiment  of  an  LED  of  the  inven- 
tion,  in  which  the  efficiency  of  the  device  of  Fig. 
1  is  enhanced  by  the  addition  of  potential  wells; 
Fig.  4  is  an  energy  diagram  for  the  device  of 
Fig.  1  3; 
Fig.  5  is  a  section  view  similar  to  that  of  Fig.  1 
for  another  embodiment  of  the  invention,  in 
which  the  efficiency  of  the  device  of  Fig.  1  is 
enhanced  by  the  addition  of  staircases; 
Fig.  6  is  an  energy  diagram  for  the  device  of 
Fig.  5; 
Fig.  7  is  a  section  view  similar  to  that  of  Fig.  1 
for  another  embodiment  of  the  invention  in 
which  the  efficiencies  of  the  devices  of  Figs.  3 
and  5  are  enhanced  by  combining  potential 
wells  with  staircases; 
Fig.  8  is  a  potential  diagram  for  the  device  of 
Fig.  7; 
Fig.  9  is  a  section  view  of  another  embodiment 
of  an  LED  of  the  invention,  in  which  the  electron 
beam  of  Fig.  7  has  been  replaced  by  a  pn 
junction  diode; 
Fig.  10  is  an  energy  diagram  for  the  device  of 
Fig.  9; 
Fig.  11  is  a  section  view  of  another  embodiment 
of  an  LED  of  the  invention,  in  which  a  pn  junc- 
tion  is  formed  in  a  single  crystal  substrate  ma- 
terial,  and  an  active  region  is  epitaxially  formed 
on  the  surface  of  the  substrate; 
Fig.  12  is  an  energy  diagram  for  the  device  of 
Fig.  11; 
Fig.  13  is  a  section  view  of  another  embodiment 
of  the  invention,  in  which  Fabry-Perot  surfaces 

are  added  to  the  active  region  of  the  device  of 
Fig.  1; 
Fig.  14  is  a  section  view  of  another  embodiment 
of  the  invention,  in  which  Fabry-Perot  surfaces 

5  are  located  on  the  active  region  between  elec- 
trodes  and  on  a  substrate  material;  and 
Fig.  15  is  a  plan  view  of  another  embodiment  of 
the  invention,  showing  a  portion  of  an  array  of 
LED'S  in  accordance  with  the  invention  suitable 

io  for  use  in  a  display  device. 

Description  of  the  preferred  embodiment 

As  used  herein,  the  term  "wide  band  gap  semi- 
15  conductor  materials"  means  semiconductor  com- 

positions  based  on  compounds  of  elements  se- 
lected  from  group  II  and  group  VI,  and  from  group 
III  and  group  V  of  the  Periodic  Table.  Examples  of 
ll-VI  compounds  include  zinc  sulphide  (ZnS),  zinc 

20  selenide  (ZnSe),  cadmium  sulphide  (Cds)  and  cad- 
mium  selenide  (CdSe).  Mixed  compounds  in  which 
either  the  group  II  cation  or  the  group  VI  anion  or 
both  are  partially  replaced  by  one  or  more  other 
group  II  cations  or  group  VI  anions  respectively, 

25  are  also  included.  Examples  are  (Zn,Cd)S,  Zn- 
(S,Se),  etc.  Such  wide  band  gap  semiconductor 
materials  also  include  compositions  based  on 
group  lll-V  compounds,  such  as  gallium  arsenide 
(GaAs),  gallium  nitride  (GaN),  aluminium  nitride 

30  (AIN)  and  indium  phosphide  (InP),  and  mixed  com- 
pounds  of  these  materials  in  which  the  group  III 
cation  or  the  group  V  anion  or  both  are  partially 
replaced  by  one  or  more  of  the  other  group  III 
cations  or  group  V  anions. 

35  Such  mixed  compounds  are  useful  in  forming 
heterostructures  having  layers  of  discrete  or  vary- 
ing  band  gap  energies,  (band  gap  is  the  difference 
between  the  energy  of  the  conduction  band  and 
the  valence  band  of  a  material)  tailored  to  a  spe- 

40  cific  device  application. 
Referring  now  to  Fig.  1  of  the  drawing,  there  is 

shown  a  cross-section  of  one  embodiment  of  a 
wide  band  gap  semiconductor  LED  of  the  invention 
10,  in  which  active  material  11  is  sandwiched  be- 

45  tween  electrodes  12  and  13.  Active  material  11 
could  be,  for  example,  n-ZnSe.  A  positive  potential 
is  impressed  across  this  material  by  applying  a 
positive  voltage  to  electrode  12  and  connecting 
electrode  13  to  ground.  Such  positive  potential 

50  alters  the  band  gap  of  the  active  material  so  as  to 
favor  light  emission  upon  impingement  of  an  elec- 
tron  beam,  indicated  by  the  arrow,  on  the  device. 

Fig.  2  represents  diagrammatically  an  energy 
diagram  for  the  active  region  of  the  device  of  Fig. 

55  1  ,  in  which  Ec  is  the  energy  level  of  the  conduction 
band  and  Ev  is  the  energy  level  of  the  valence 
band  of  the  material.  Electrons  (the  majority  car- 
riers  in  an  n-type  material)  move  in  the  conduction 
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band  in  a  direction  away  from  the  grounded  elec- 
trode  13  and  toward  the  positive  electrode  12, 
while  holes  (minority  carriers)  move  along  the  va- 
lence  band  in  a  direction  away  from  the  positive 
electrode  12  and  toward  the  grounded  electrode 
13.  Electron-hole  pairs  are  produced  when  an  elec- 
tron  beam,  designated  by  the  arrow  in  Fig.  1,  is 
incident  upon  one  surface  of  the  device.  As  these 
electron-hole  pairs  recombine,  energy  is  given  off 
in  the  form  of  light  emission.  As  the  potential 
increases,  more  and  more  electron-hole  pairs  are 
produced,  thus  increasing  the  number  of  possible 
carrier  recombinations,  and  accordingly,  the 
amount  of  light  emitted  by  the  device.  When  the 
potential  is  held  at  a  level  just  below  that  needed 
for  carrier  multiplication  by  avalanche  breakdown, 
an  electron  beam  incident  on  the  device  will  in- 
itiate  such  an  avalanche  condition. 

As  is  known,  avalanche  refers  to  a  process  in 
which  charge  carriers  are  produced  having  suffi- 
cient  energies  to  themselves  produce  additional 
charge  carriers,  whereby  the  number  of  carrier 
pairs  and  subsequent  carrier  recombinations  is  in- 
creased,  which  may  result  in  both  increased  effi- 
ciency  and  light  output  of  the  device. 

Fig.  3  is  a  cross-section  of  another  embodi- 
ment  of  an  LED  of  the  invention,  in  which  the 
efficiency  of  the  device  of  Fig.  1  is  enhanced  by 
adding  potential  wells  to  the  active  region.  The 
device  30  thus  includes  an  active  material  31  in 
which  potential  wells  32  and  33  are  located  and 
which  is  sandwiched  between  electrodes  34  and 
35,  held  at  positive  and  ground  potentials,  respec- 
tively.  Where  the  active  material  is,  for  example, 
ZnSxSe^x,  the  potential  wells  may  be  ZnSe,  where 
x  is  within  the  range  of  about  0.1  to  0.3.  Such  an 
active  region  containing  potential  wells  may  be 
produced  by  epitaxial  deposition  of  a  layer  of  the 
active  material  31,  followed  by  epitaxial  deposition 
of  a  layer  of  the  potential  well  33,  followed  by  the 
deposition  of  another  layer  of  active  material  31, 
followed  by  the  deposition  of  another  potential  well 
layer  32,  followed  by  the  deposition  of  the  remain- 
der  of  active  region  31.  The  thicknesses  of  the 
potential  wells  could,  for  example,  be  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  few  hundred  angstroms  (10A  =  1nm),  while 
the  overall  thickness  of  the  active  region  could  be 
on  the  order  of  5  to  20  urn. 

The  composition  of  the  potential  wells  is  cho- 
sen  so  that  the  band  gap  of  these  wells  is  less  than 
that  of  the  surrounding  material  of  the  active  re- 
gion.  The  resulting  energy  diagram  for  such  a 
device  is  depicted  in  Fig.  4,  wherein  the  notches  in 
the  lower  portions  of  the  conduction  and  valence 
bands  correspond  in  position  to  the  potential  wells 
in  the  active  region  and  represent  the  lower  band 
gap  of  these  potential  wells. 

In  operation  of  the  device,  as  electrons  and 
holes  move  in  the  directions  indicated,  many  of 
these  charge  carriers  become  trapped  in  the  poten- 
tial  wells,  as  a  result  of  which  carrier  recombination 

5  and  light  emission  are  concentrated  in  these  poten- 
tial  wells,  Such  charge  carrier  trapping  allows  car- 
rier  relaxation  and  recombination  with  greater  effi- 
ciency  than  would  otherwise  occur  in  a  homostruc- 
ture  such  as  that  depicted  in  Fig.  1. 

io  Referring  now  to  Fig.  5,  there  is  shown  a  cross- 
section  of  another  device  of  the  invention  50,  in 
which  the  active  region  between  positive  electrode 
54  and  grounded  electrode  55  is  divided  into  three 
sub-regions  51,  52  and  53,  each  of  graded  com- 

15  position.  For  example,  each  of  these  three  regions 
may  be  comprised  of  n-ZnSxSe^x  where,  for  ex- 
ample,  x  increases  from  about  0.05  to  about  0.3  in 
a  uniform  manner  from  the  lower  surface  to  the 
upper  surface  of  each  layer.  The  thickness  of  such 

20  a  layer  may  be  on  the  order  of  a  few  thousand 
Angstroms.  Graded  compositions  may  be  produced 
by  known  epitaxial  deposition  techniques. 

Such  a  layered  structure  of  graded  composition 
results  in  a  continuous  variation  of  band  gap  across 

25  the  layers,  which  variation  results  in  a  so-called 
"staircase"  structure.  The  energy  diagram  for  such 
a  structure  is  shown  in  Fig.  6.  As  may  be  seen  the 
"steps"  of  the  staircase  are  deeper  in  the  valence 
band  than  in  the  conduction  band.  This  is  desirable 

30  in  that  it  promotes  formation  of  additional  holes  (the 
minority  carriers  in  an  n-type  material).  As  the 
holes  move  from  the  positive  towards  the  grounded 
electrode  of  the  device,  their  valence  band  energy 
abruptly  changes  as  they  drop  down  the  "steps", 

35  resulting  in  the  production  of  additional  holes, 
thereby  increasing  the  minority  carrier  concentra- 
tion  and  increasing  the  probability  of  electron-hole 
pair  recombinations,  and  consequent  enhancement 
of  light  emission.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  where 

40  the  active  material  is  p-type  rather  than  n-type, 
staircase  structures  can  be  designed  to  result  in 
multiplication  of  electrons  rather  than  holes. 

Referring  now  to  Fig.  7,  there  is  shown  a  cross- 
section  of  another  embodiment  of  a  device  70  of 

45  the  invention,  in  which  the  potential  wells  of  Fig.  3 
and  the  staircase  structure  of  Fig.  5  are  combined 
in  a  singe  active  region  to  provide  a  further  en- 
hancement  of  efficiency  in  carrier  production  and 
recombination.  Thus,  staircase  regions  71,  72  and 

50  73  are  present  in  the  manner  described  for  the 
device  of  Fig.  5,  while  the  lowest  staircase  region 
73  includes  potential  wells  74  and  75. 

The  resulting  energy  diagram  for  such  a  device 
is  depicted  in  Fig.  8.  In  operation  of  such  a  device, 

55  holes  move  from  the  positive  electrode  toward 
ground,  producing  additional  holes  as  they  move 
down  the  steps  of  the  staircase,  and  then  tending 
to  become  trapped  in  the  potential  wells  in  the 

4 



7 EP  0  359  329  B1 8 

lowest  staircase  region  73.  Electrons  moving  away 
from  the  grounded  electrode  towards  the  positive 
electrode,  also  tend  to  become  trapped  in  the 
potential  wells,  prior  to  encountering  the  steps  of 
the  staircase.  As  described  previously,  the  trapped 
charge  carriers  tend  to  relax  and  recombine  to 
produce  light  emission  at  enhanced  efficiencies 
compared  to  untrapped  carriers. 

In  the  devices  of  Figs.  1  through  7,  separate 
carrier  introduction  is  by  means  of  an  electron 
beam  incident  on  the  surface  of  the  device.  In  Fig. 
9,  carrier  introduction  is  achieved  for  a  device 
similar  to  that  of  Fig.  7  by  a  carrier  injection  struc- 
ture  rather  than  an  electron  beam.  In  such  device 
90,  a  pn  junction  diode  91  is  positioned  atop  the 
active  region,  the  p+  and  n+  regions  being  dop- 
ed,  for  example,  to  have  impurity  levels  within  the 
range  of  1018  to  1019  1/cm3.  The  active  region 
comprises  staircase  layers  92,  93  and  94,  with 
layer  94  including  potential  wells  95  and  96.  Elec- 
trode  97  positioned  over  the  n  +  region  of  the 
diode  and  electrode  98  positioned  over  the  p  + 
region  of  the  diode  are  each  held  at  a  positive 
potential,  the  potential  on  the  electrode  97  being 
greater  than  that  on  electrode  98,  with  the  bottom 
electrode  99  being  held  at  ground  potential. 

The  energy  diagram  for  this  device  is  shown  in 
Fig.  10,  in  which  the  lower  portion  of  the  diagram  is 
for  the  layers  92,  93  and  94,  and  is  similar  to  that 
shown  in  Fig.  8.  The  upper  portion  of  the  diagram 
shows  the  variation  in  energy  of  the  conduction  and 
valence  bands  for  the  pn  junction  diode.  As  may 
be  seen  from  the  diagram,  when  reverse  biased  in 
the  manner  shown,  the  pn  junction  diode  results  in 
the  injection  of  holes  into  the  device. 

By  way  of  example,  where  the  compositions  of 
the  active  region  are  as  described  above  for  the 
devices  of  Figs.  3  and  5,  the  overall  thickness  of 
the  active  region  including  layers  92,  93  and  94  is 
about  1  micron,  the  thickness  of  the  n  +  region  is 
about  0.5  micron,  and  the  thickness  of  the  p  region 
of  the  diode  below  the  n  region  is  from  about  100 
to  300  angstroms,  impressing  a  potential  of  about 
10  volts  on  electrode  97  and  about  5  volts  on 
electrode  98  will  result  in  the  injection  of  hot  holes 
into  the  active  region  of  the  device. 

The  pn  junction  diode  may  be  fabricated  from 
any  semiconductor  which  is  compatible  with  the 
materials  chosen  for  the  active  region  and  which 
can  be  doped  both  n-type  and  p-type,  such  as,  for 
example,  silicon  or  gallium  arsenide.  In  the  alter- 
native,  a  reverse  biased  Schottky  diode  may  be 
used  for  carrier  injection. 

Of  course,  as  will  be  appreciated  by  those 
skilled  in  the  art,  when  p-type  material  is  chosen 
for  the  active  region  of  the  device,  a  forward  biased 
pn  junction  diode  or  Schottky  diode  should  be 
employed  to  achieve  injection  of  electrons  into  the 

active  region  of  the  device. 
Referring  now  to  Fig.  11,  there  is  shown  an- 

other  embodiment  of  a  device  of  the  invention  100, 
in  which  an  n-type  single  crystal  semiconductor 

5  substrate  101  supports  a  single  crystal  p-type  layer 
102  of  the  same  material  and  containing  an  n  +  + 
region  to  form  pn  junction,  for  example,  by  thermal 
diffusion  of  impurities,  as  is  known  in  the  art.  On 
this  p-type  layer  102  has  been  epitaxially  grown 

io  over  the  pn  junction  an  active  region  including 
graded  composition  layers  103,  106  and  107,  with 
the  layer  103  containing  potential  well  layers  104 
and  105.  By  way  of  example,  layer  103  may  be 
ZnSe  laid  down  alternately  with  layers  104  and 

is  105,  each  of  layers  104  and  105  being  ZnSSe. 
Layer  106  is  entirely  ZnSe  and  layer  107  is  entirely 
ZnSSe.  Growth  of  these  layers  can  be  restricted  to 
the  area  over  the  pn  junction  by  masking  the 
remaining  areas  of  the  substrate  102,  or  can  be  on 

20  the  entire  surface  of  the  substrate  102,  after  which 
portions  are  selectively  removed,  for  example,  by 
an  etching  process.  Subsequently,  electrodes  108, 
109  and  110  are  formed  on  the  lower  surface  of  the 
n-type  substrate  101,  the  upper  surface  of  the 

25  active  region  107,  and  the  upper  surface  of  the  p- 
type  layer,  respectively.  Electrode  108  is  positive, 
electrode  109  is  negative  and  electrode  110  is 
grounded.  The  energy  diagram  for  such  a  device  is 
shown  in  Fig.  12. 

30  By  way  of  example,  the  thickness  of  the  n  +  + 
region  is  about  0.5  microns,  the  thickness  of  the  p 
region  above  the  n  +  +  region  is  about  10-30  nm 
(100  to  300  Angstroms),  the  thickness  of  the  layer 
112  is  about  0.2  to  0.3  urn,  the  thickness  of  the 

35  potential  wells  103,  104  and  105  in  layer  112  are 
about  3  nm  (30  Angstroms)  each,  and  the  thick- 
ness  of  the  layers  106  and  107  is  about  0.1  to  0.2 
urn  each. 

The  configuration  of  Fig.  11  may  be  employed 
40  in  the  production  of  an  array  of  LED'S  on  a  single 

crystal  substrate.  Such  an  array  is  partially  shown 
in  Fig.  15,  where  substrate  171  supports  devices 
172,  which  may  be  similar  in  construction  to  that 
shown  in  Fig.  11.  In  the  production  of  such  an 

45  array,  an  array  of  pn  junctions  is  first  formed  in  the 
substrate  using  photolithographic  masking,  thermal 
diffusion  and  epitaxial  growth  techniques  well 
known  in  the  integrated  circuit  art.  Subsequently, 
the  active  regions  of  the  devices  are  formed  epitax- 

50  ially,  either  by  first  masking  the  substrate  surface 
to  expose  only  those  areas  over  the  diodes  where 
active  material  is  desired,  then  growing  the  epitax- 
ial  layers  on  the  exposed  areas,  and  then  removing 
the  masking  material,  or  alternatively  by  growing 

55  the  epitaxial  layers  over  the  entire  surface  of  the 
substrate,  and  then  subsequently  removing  por- 
tions  of  the  layers,  such  as  by  photolithographic 
masking  and  selective  etching  techniques,  to  leave 

5 
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active  material  in  the  areas  over  the  diodes.  Subse- 
quently,  the  electrodes  are  formed.  Such  arrays 
may  find  use,  for  example,  in  the  production  of 
display  devices  in  which  video  or  other  information 
is  displayed  by  separately  addressing  the  individ- 
ual  LED'S  in  the  array. 

Referring  now  to  Fig.  13,  there  is  shown  an- 
other  embodiment  of  a  device  150  in  accordance 
with  the  invention,  the  device  being  similar  to  that 
shown  in  Fig.  1  except  that  Fabry-Perot  surfaces 
154  and  155  have  been  placed  in  parallel  relation- 
ship  on  opposing  surfaces  of  the  active  region  151. 
As  is  known,  such  surfaces  form  a  Fabry-Perot 
cavity  for  the  amplification  of  light  waves  trapped 
within  the  cavity,  and  the  subsequent  emission  of 
laser  light  from  the  device,  as  indicated  by  the 
wavy  arrow.  In  this  embodiment,  the  normal  to  the 
Fabry-Perot  surfaces  is  parallel  to  the  electrode 
surfaces  152  and  153,  so  that  attenuation  or  ab- 
sorption  of  the  laser  light  which  could  otherwise 
occur  upon  passage  of  such  light  through  the  elec- 
trode  material,  is  avoided. 

Fig.  14  illustrates  another  embodiment  of  a 
laser  device  160  of  the  invention.  In  this  device 
160,  a  layer  of  active  material  161  is  deposited  on 
a  suitable  substrate  162,  after  which  channels  are 
etched  in  the  active  material  161  and  filled  with 
electrode  material  to  form  electrodes  163  and  164. 
Subsequently,  Fabry-Perot  surfaces  are  formed  by 
depositing  reflective  layers  165  and  166  on  the 
outer  surfaces  of  the  active  material  161  and  the 
substrate  162  respectively.  A  positive  voltage  im- 
pressed  on  electrode  164  subjects  the  active  ma- 
terial  between  the  electrodes  to  a  potential  just 
below  that  required  for  avalanche  breakdown.  Sub- 
sequent  impingement  of  an  electron  beam  on  the 
active  material  161  through  the  reflective  layer  165 
achieves  carrier  multiplication  by  avalanche  break- 
down.  Recombination  of  the  carriers  results  in  light 
emission  which  oscillates  between  reflective  layers 
165  and  166  to  achieve  light  amplification  and  laser 
output  as  indicated  by  the  wavy  arrow.  This  ar- 
rangement  may  find  use  in  the  production  of  an 
array  of  such  devices  on  a  substrate.  Such  an 
array  may  be  particularly  suitable  for  use  in  display 
applications  where  a  constant  bias  voltage  im- 
pressed  on  the  array  would  permit  display  of  video 
information  by  scanning  the  array  with  a  modulated 
electron  beam  having  sufficient  energy  to  excite 
laser  output.  Thus,  in  contrast  to  the  device  of  Fig. 
11,  individual  addressing  of  each  element  of  the 
array  is  avoided. 

Claims 

1.  Wide  band  gap,  single  conductivity  type  semi- 
conductor  light-emitting  device,  the  device 
having  at  least  two  electrodes  and  an  active 

region  between  the  electrodes  comprising  an 
essentially  single  crystal  semiconductor  com- 
pound  of  a  single  conductivity  type  selected 
from  the  group  of  ll-VI  and  lll-V  semiconductor 

5  compounds  and  mixed  compounds,  character- 
ized  in  that  separate  means  for  carrier  in- 
troduction  into  the  active  region  is  provided, 
whereby  in  operation,  application  of  a  bias 
potential  across  the  electrodes  below  that  re- 

io  quired  for  carrier  multiplication  by  avalanche 
breakdown  enables  excitation  of  light  emission 
by  separate  carrier  introduction  at  a  lower  en- 
ergy  than  would  be  required  without  the  bias 
potential. 

15 
2.  The  device  of  claim  1  in  which  the  active 

region  includes  at  least  one  potential  well. 

3.  The  device  of  claim  2  in  which  the  composition 
20  of  the  active  region  is  n-type  ZnSxSe^x  and 

the  composition  of  the  potential  well  is  n-type 
ZnSe. 

4.  The  device  of  claim  2  in  which  the  composition 
25  of  the  active  region  is  n-type  AlxGa^N,  and 

the  composition  of  the  potential  well  is  n-type 
GaN. 

5.  The  device  of  claim  1  in  which  the  active 
30  region  includes  at  least  one  staircase. 

6.  The  device  of  claim  5  in  which  the  composition 
of  the  active  region  corresponds  to  the  formula 
n-type  ZnSxSe^x,  and  the  composition 

35  changes  uniformly  across  the  staircase  region. 

7.  The  device  of  claim  6  in  which  the  value  of  x 
across  the  staircase  region  ranges  from  a  low 
of  about  0.05  to  a  high  of  about  0.3. 

40 
8.  The  device  of  claim  1  in  which  the  active 

region  includes  at  least  one  potential  well  and 
at  least  one  staircase  region. 

45  9.  The  device  of  claim  8  in  which  the  potential 
well  is  located  within  the  staircase  region. 

10.  The  device  of  claim  1  in  which  separate  carrier 
introduction  is  achieved  by  impingement  of  an 

50  electron  beam  on  one  surface  of  the  device. 

11.  The  device  of  claim  1  in  which  separate  carrier 
introduction  is  achieved  by  a  carrier  injection 
structure  on  one  surface  of  the  active  region. 

55 
12.  The  device  of  claim  11  in  which  the  carrier 

injection  structure  is  a  pn  junction  diode. 

6 
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13.  The  device  of  claim  11  in  which  at  least  one 
carrier  injection  structure  is  located  in  a  single 
crystal  semiconductor  substrate,  and  at  least 
one  active  region  comprising  one  or  more  epi- 
taxial  layers  is  located  over  the  carrier  injection 
structure  on  the  substrate. 

14.  The  device  of  claim  13  in  which  the  carrier 
injection  structure  is  a  pn  junction  diode. 

15.  The  device  of  claim  14  in  which  the  substrate 
material  is  selected  from  the  group  consisting 
of  single  crystal  silicon  and  gallium  arsenide. 

16.  The  device  of  claim  13  in  which  the  substrate 
contains  an  array  of  spaced  apart  carrier  injec- 
tion  structures  and  in  which  the  substrate  sup- 
ports  an  array  of  active  regions  located  over 
the  carrier  injection  structure  array. 

17.  The  device  of  claim  1  in  which  a  pair  of 
parallel  reflective  surfaces  are  provided  to  form 
a  Fabry-Perot  cavity  for  at  least  the  recom- 
bination  region  of  the  active  region,  thereby  to 
promote  amplification  and  lasing  of  the  emitted 
light. 

18.  The  device  of  claim  17  in  which  the  electrodes 
are  located  outside  the  path  of  the  laser  light. 

Patentanspruche 

3.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  2,  bei  der  die  Zu- 
sammensetzung  des  aktiven  Bereichs 
ZnSxSe^x  vom  n-Typ  und  die  Zusammenset- 
zung  der  Potentialmulde  ZnSe  vom  n-Typ  ist. 

5 
4.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  2,  bei  der  die  Zu- 

sammensetzung  des  aktiven  Bereichs 
AlxGai  -1  N  vom  n-Typ  und  die  Zusammenset- 
zung  der  Potentialmulde  GaN  vom  n-Typ  ist. 

10 
5.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  bei  der  der  aktive 

Bereich  mindestens  eine  Treppe  umfaBt. 

6.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  5,  bei  der  die  Zu- 
15  sammensetzung  des  aktiven  Bereichs  der  For- 

mel  ZnSxSe^x  vom  n-Typ  entspricht  und  die 
Zusammensetzung  sich  uber  den  Treppenbe- 
reich  hinweg  gleichmaBig  verandert. 

20  7.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  6,  bei  der  der  Wert 
x  sich  uber  den  Treppenbereich  hinweg  von 
einem  niedrigen  Wert  von  etwa  0,05  zu  einem 
hohen  Wert  von  etwa  0,3  verandert. 

25  8.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  bei  der  der  aktive 
Bereich  mindestens  eine  Potentialmulde  und 
mindestens  einen  Treppenbereich  umfaBt. 

9.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  8,  bei  der  sich  die 
30  Potentialmulde  innerhalb  des  Treppenbereichs 

befindet. 

1.  Lichtemittierende  Halbleiteranordnung  eines 
einzigen  Leitfahigkeitstyps  mit  groBem  Band- 
abstand,  die  mindestens  zwei  Elektroden  und  35 
einen  aktiven  Bereich  zwischen  den  Elektroden 
aufweist,  der  im  wesentlichen  eine  aus  den 
Verbindungen  und  Mischverbindungen  der 
Gruppe  ll-VI  und  der  Gruppe  lll-V  ausgewahlte 
Einkristall-Halbleiterverbindung  nur  eines  Leit-  40 
fahigkeitstyps  umfaBt,  dadurch  gekennzeich- 
net,  dal3  gesonderte  Mittel  zum  Einbringen  von 
Ladungstragern  in  den  aktiven  Bereich  vorge- 
sehen  sind,  wodurch  im  Betrieb  durch  das 
Anlegen  eines  Vorspannungspotentials,  das  45 
unterhalb  des  fur  eine  Ladungstragervervielfa- 
chung  durch  Lawinendurchbruch  erforderlichen 
Potentials  liegt,  an  die  Elektroden,  die  Anre- 
gung  von  Lichtemission  durch  gesondertes 
Einbringen  von  Ladungstragern  mit  einer  nied-  50 
rigeren  Energie  als  derjenigen,  die  ohne  das 
Vorspannungspotential  notig  ware,  moglich 
wird. 

2.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  bei  der  der  aktive  55 
Bereich  mindestens  eine  Potentialmulde  urn- 
faBt. 

10.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  1,  bei  der  ein  ge- 
sondertes  Einbringen  von  Ladungstragern 
durch  Auftreffen  eines  Elektronenstrahlenbun- 
dels  auf  eine  Oberflache  der  Anordnung  be- 
wirkt  wird. 

11.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  1,  bei  der  ein  ge- 
sondertes  Einbringen  von  Ladungstragern 
durch  eine  Ladungstragerinjektionsstruktur  auf 
einer  Oberflache  des  aktiven  Bereichs  bewirkt 
wird. 

12.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  11,  bei  der  die  La- 
dungstragerinjektionsstruktur  eine  Diode  mit 
pn-Ubergang  ist. 

13.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  11,  bei  der  minde- 
stens  eine  Ladungstragerinjektionsstruktur  in 
einem  Einkristall-Halbleitersubstrat  liegt  und 
mindestens  ein  eine  oder  mehrere  Epitaxie- 
schichten  umfassender  aktiver  Bereich  uber 
der  Ladungstragerinjektionsstruktur  auf  dem 
Substrat  liegt. 

14.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  13,  bei  der  die  La- 
dungstragerinjektionsstruktur  eine  Diode  mit 

7 
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pn-Ubergang  ist. 

15.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  14,  bei  der  das 
Substratmaterial  aus  der  Gruppe  aus  Einkri- 
stall-Silizium  und  Galliumarsenid  ausgewahlt 
ist. 

16.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  13,  bei  der  das 
Substrat  eine  Matrix  von  in  Abstanden  ange- 
ordneten  Ladungstragerinjektionsstrukturen 
enthalt  und  das  Substrat  eine  Matrix  aktiver 
Bereiche  tragt,  die  oberhalb  der  Matrix  der 
Ladungstragerinjektionsstrukturen  angeordnet 
ist. 

17.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  1,  bei  der  ein  Paar 
paralleler  reflektierender  Flachen  vorgesehen 
ist,  die  einen  Fabry-Perot-Resonator  minde- 
stens  fur  den  Rekombinationsbereich  des  akti- 
ven  Bereichs  bilden,  urn  dadurch  die  Verstar- 
kung  und  Laserwirkung  des  emittierten  Lichts 
zu  verbessern. 

18.  Anordnung  nach  Anspruch  17,  bei  der  die 
Elektroden  auBerhalb  des  Weges  des  Laser- 
lichtes  liegen. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Dispositif  semiconducteur  electroluminescent 
de  type  de  conductivite  unique  a  grande  lar- 
geur  de  bande  interdite,  comportant  au  moins 
deux  electrodes  et,  entre  les  electrodes,  une 
region  active  constitue  d'un  compose  semicon- 
ducteur  essentiellement  monocristallin  de  type 
de  conductivite  unique,  choisi  dans  le  groupe 
de  composes  semiconducteurs  ll-VI  et  lll-V  et 
de  composes  mixtes,  caracterise  en  ce  qu'il 
est  prevu  des  moyens  separes  d'introduction 
de  porteurs  dans  la  region  active,  de  sorte 
que,  en  fonctionnement,  I'application  aux  elec- 
trodes  d'un  potentiel  de  polarisation  inferieur  a 
celui  necessaire  pour  la  multiplication  de  por- 
teurs  par  claquage  par  effet  d'avalanche  per- 
met  d'exciter  remission  de  lumiere  par  intro- 
duction  de  porteurs  separee  a  une  energie 
plus  faible  que  celle  qui  serait  necessaire  en 
I'absence  du  potentiel  de  polarisation. 

2.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel 
la  region  active  comporte  au  moins  un  puits  de 
potentiel. 

3.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  2,  dans  lequel 
la  composition  de  la  region  active  est  le 
ZnSxSe^x  de  type  n  et  la  composition  du 
puits  de  potentiel  est  le  ZnSe  de  type  n. 

4.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  2,  dans  lequel 
la  composition  de  la  region  active  est  le 
AlxGai  -1  N  de  type  n  et  la  composition  du 
puits  de  potentiel  est  le  GaN  de  type  n. 

5 
5.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel 

la  region  active  comporte  au  moins  un  esca- 
lier. 

io  6.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  5,  dans  lequel 
la  composition  de  la  region  active  correspond 
a  la  formule  ZnSxSe^x  de  type  n  et  la  compo- 
sition  change  uniformement  sur  I'epaisseur  de 
la  region  d'escalier. 

15 
7.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  6,  dans  lequel 

la  valeur  de  x,  comptee  sur  I'epaisseur  de  la 
region  d'escalier,  est  comprise  entre  environ 
0,05  au  minimum  et  environ  0,3  au  maximum. 

20 
8.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel 

la  region  active  comporte  au  moins  un  puits  de 
potentiel  et  au  moins  une  region  d'escalier. 

25  9.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  8,  dans  lequel 
le  puits  de  potentiel  est  situe  dans  la  region 
d'escalier. 

10.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel 
30  I'introduction  de  porteurs  separee  est  obtenue 

au  moyen  d'un  faisceau  electronique  frappant 
une  surface  du  dispositif. 

11.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel 
35  I'introduction  de  porteurs  separee  est  obtenue 

au  moyen  d'une  structure  d'injection  de  por- 
teurs  prevue  sur  une  surface  de  la  region 
active. 

40  12.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  11,  dans  le- 
quel  la  structure  d'injection  de  porteurs  est  une 
diode  a  jonction  pn. 

13.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  11,  dans  le- 
45  quel  au  moins  une  structure  d'injection  de  por- 

teurs  est  situee  dans  un  substrat  semiconduc- 
teur  monocristallin  et  au  moins  une  region  acti- 
ve  comportant  une  ou  plusieurs  couches  epi- 
taxiales  est  situee  au-dessus  de  la  structure 

50  d'injection  de  porteurs  prevue  sur  le  substrat. 

14.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  13,  dans  le- 
quel  la  structure  d'injection  de  porteurs  est  une 
diode  a  jonction  pn. 

55 
15.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  14,  dans  le- 

quel  le  materiau  du  substrat  est  choisi  dans  le 
groupe  constitue  par  le  silicium  monocristallin 

8 
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et  I'arseniure  de  gallium. 

16.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  13,  dans  le- 
quel  le  substrat  contient  un  reseau  de  structu- 
res  d'injection  de  porteurs  espacees  et  dans  5 
lequel  le  substrat  supporte  un  reseau  de  re- 
gions  actives  situees  au-dessus  du  reseau  de 
structures  d'injection  de  porteurs. 

17.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel  10 
il  est  prevu  une  paire  de  surfaces  reflechissan- 
tes  paralleles  pour  former  une  cavite  de  Fabry- 
Perot  pour  au  moins  la  region  de  recombinai- 
son  de  la  region  active  de  fagon  a  favoriser 
I'amplification  de  la  lumiere  emise  et  I'etablis-  is 
sement  de  I'effet  laser  dans  celle-ci. 

18.  Dispositif  selon  la  revendication  17,  dans  le- 
quel  les  electrodes  sont  situees  en  dehors  du 
trajet  de  la  lumiere  laser.  20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

9 



cr  u  job  J^a  d  i 

e -   D e a m  

i  

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  * 

IU 

f  

fcc  L v  

F I G .   2  

? - D e a m  

- i b .   5  

x   v  

r I G . 4  

r  
- D e a m  

7  

>2 
U 

^ - 5 5  

- 1 G .   5  

9 

( L  

c  E v  

r I G . 6  



EP  0  359  329  B1 

r  

V+-h  97  V+  

9 2  

9 3  
9 0  

- 9 4  
- 9 5  
• 9 6  
9 9  

F I G .   9  F I G .   1 0  

n 



e - b e a m  

F I G .   1 3  

v - r  
? - b e a m  

^ 1 6 5  

k  

» u g m  

r I G .   1 4  

r  i 

• 

i 
i 

/ 1 7 0  

i  i  I 
- J   I  l 

r I G .   1 5  


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

