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Description

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally but not exclusively to an acoustic navigation method and apparatus
using a personal digital assistant having a position detecting function, and a headphone including a geomagnetic sensor
and an acceleration sensor.
[0002] Hitherto, with regard to pedestrian course guidance navigation by means of sound, an acoustic navigation
apparatus as described in Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2002-5675 has been proposed. This apparatus
detects a direction where a user faces (rotational direction of the head) as to a direction of travel, and with a headphone,
reproduces the direction and distance perspective of a point serving as a target with sound according to a sound source
existing in this point using computation by way of a transfer function.
[0003] With this technology, a head rotation angle as to a direction of travel of the user (anteroposterior direction of a
user’s body) is obtained as follows. Specifically, the apparatus detects the shortest distance from the user’s left shoulder
to the left side portion of the headphone using a well-recognized laser distance detecting method, and also detects the
shortest distance from the user’s right shoulder to the right side portion of the headphone. Further, the apparatus detects
the rotation direction of the head (clockwise or counterclockwise as viewed from the above) using a sensor worn on
around the base of the head. Based on these detected two shortest distances and the rotation direction of the head, the
head rotation angle as to the user’s direction of travel is obtained. Based on this head rotation angle, the position of the
sound source is corrected.
[0004] Also, the user’s direction of travel is obtained based on position information of two points (latitude and longitude)
obtained by a position detecting unit (GPS) detecting positions where the user has moved during a short period of time.
[0005] The above-mentioned conventional technology uses computation of a complicated transfer function to repro-
duce navigation information as sound to be heard from a place where a target actually exists. Therefore, this technology
has a problem in that calculation amount becomes comparatively huge. Also, with this technology, in order to utilize this
calculation, a headphone with high reproducibility of an acoustic field has to be employed. Also, even in an event that
the reproducibility of the acoustic field of the headphone is high, there is individual difference in human being’s hearing,
and accordingly, it has been uncertain whether or not this apparatus has been able to provide easy-to-understand
information as navigation.
[0006] US 2012/069711 A1 discloses a terminal device with an orientation calculating unit that calculates the orientation
of a device with respect to a target, a degree-of-processing determining unit that determines the degree of processing
related to an attribute of a sound that indicates the target in accordance with the orientation calculated by the orientation
calculating unit, and an output control unit that controls an output of a sound in accordance with the degree of processing
determined by the degree-of-processing determining unit.
[0007] US 2010/290636 A1 discloses a headphone using accelerometers and an electronic compass to determine
pitch, roll and yaw movements of a user’s head.
[0008] WO 2004/040237 A2 discloses a navigation device comprising processing means for calculating the relative
position of a vehicle based on a selected destination and audio editing means capable of playing audio guiding instructions
to ensure convergence navigation by indicating whether the selected destination is ahead, slightly to the right, on the
right, slightly to the left, on the left or behind.
[0009] The inventor has recognized, with such a background, necessity to perform relatively understandable acoustic
navigation with relatively simple processing using a personal digital assistant having a position detecting function, and
a headphone including a geomagnetic sensor and an acceleration sensor.
[0010] Various respective aspects and features of the invention are defined in the appended claims.
[0011] An embodiment of the invention and a comparative example will now be described with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, throughout which like parts are referred to by like references, and in which:

Figs. 1A and 1B are diagrams illustrating schematic configurations of personal digital assistants including monaural-
typed headphones for cable connection and for wireless connection, respectively.
Figs. 2A and 2B are diagrams illustrating external view examples of the monaural-typed headphones for cable
connection and for wireless connection, respectively.
Figs. 3A, 3B, and 3C are diagrams illustrating schematic configurations of personal digital assistants including stereo
type headphones for cable connection and for wireless connection, respectively.
Figs. 4A, 4B, 4C, and 4D are diagrams illustrating external view examples of stereo type headphones in various
modes.
Figs. 5A and 5B are diagrams illustrating states in which a user wears a headphone according to the present
embodiment.
Fig. 6 is a diagram for describing working of each of the geomagnetic sensor and acceleration sensor housed in
(the casings of) the earphones.
Figs. 7A and 7B are diagrams for describing various vector relations and various angles in a three-dimensional
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spatial coordinate system where the headphone is disposed.
Figs. 8A and 8B are other diagrams for describing various vector relations and various angles in a three-dimensional
spatial coordinate system where the headphone is disposed.
Figs. 9A and 9B are diagrams for describing working of the acceleration sensor other than to detect a gravity vector.
Figs. 10A, 10B, and 10C are diagrams for describing an example of employing a gyroscope together as a sensor.
Fig. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration example of a personal digital assistant according to an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
Fig. 12 is a diagram illustrating a configuration example of a personal digital assistant employing wireless connection
type earphones, according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Fig. 13 is a block diagram representing principal functions of the personal digital assistant serving as an acoustic
navigation apparatus according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Fig. 14 is a diagram for describing a specific realization example of a target direction search unit in a personal digital
assistant according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Fig. 15 is a diagram for describing different modes of an acoustic signal that may be used for a monaural-typed
headphone regarding sound to be played as navigation in an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Fig. 16 is a diagram for describing an example wherein distance from the current location to a destination (target)
is informed to a user by change in a sound mode in an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Fig. 17 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration example of a personal digital assistant wherein the monaural-
typed headphone illustrated in Fig. 11 has been changed to a stereo type headphone.
Fig. 18 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration example of a personal digital assistant wherein the monaural-
typed headphone illustrated in Fig. 12 has been changed to a stereo type headphone.
Figs. 19A and 19B are explanatory diagrams in the event of employing a stereo type headphone, in the case of
changing sounds of the left and right earphones according to a target direction.
Fig. 20 is a flowchart representing a processing procedure example of first acoustic navigation processing according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Fig. 21 is a flowchart representing a processing procedure example of second acoustic navigation processing
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Fig. 22 is a diagram for describing a sound field of the virtual world according to a comparative example.
Fig. 23 is a diagram illustrating a state in which the user is in the same position in the state in Fig. 22 but has rotated
the head to the right side by an angle Δθ.
Fig. 24 is a diagram illustrating a state in which the user has moved forward from a position Pu0 to a position Pu1
by ΔD without changing the orientation of the user’s face from the state in Fig. 22.
Fig. 25 is a diagram for describing functions of a personal digital assistant and a headphone according to the
comparative example.
Fig. 26 is a flowchart representing a processing example by a control unit according to the comparative example.
Fig. 27 is a diagram for describing a method to more accurately obtain orientation of a user’s face F in the embodiment
and the comparative example.
Fig. 28 is a diagram illustrating a state in which a user wears earphones, and a sensor coordinate system and a
user coordinate system in this state.
Fig. 29 is a diagram for describing an expression representing axial conversion according to rotation around the Z
axis of the earphone.
Fig. 30 is a diagram for describing an expression representing axial conversion according to rotation around the X
axis of the earphone.
Fig. 31 is a diagram for describing an expression representing axial conversion according to rotation around the Y
axis of the earphone.
Fig. 32 is a diagram for describing nodding action at the time of a user wearing earphones.
Fig. 33 is a graph representing change in acceleration components Gys (α) and Gxs (α) according to the gravity at
the time of a user’s nodding action.
Fig. 34 is a graph representing change of output Gyro-a of the gyroscope at the time of a user’s nodding action.
Fig. 35 is a diagram illustrating a configuration example of a personal digital assistant integral with a headphone
(earphones) according to further another embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0012] Hereafter, embodiments of the present disclosure will be described in detail with reference to the drawings.
[0013] Headphones are apparatuses for a user basically listening to audio, music, or the like by himself/herself by
converting an acoustic signal to be output from an acoustic playing apparatus into acoustic waves (audible sound).
Examples of the acoustic playing apparatus include various devices such as cellular phone terminals, music players,
video players, television sets, radio receivers, electronic dictionaries, game machines, and so forth. Hereafter, a portable-
typed personal digital assistant with which a user can carry will be described as an acoustic playing apparatus as an
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example.
[0014] A headphone according to the present Specification is connected to such a personal digital assistant by cable
or radio, which includes a monaural type including a single earphone, and a stereo type including a pair of earphones
for right and left. An earphone is a component of the headphone to be worn so as to bring a speaker close to the ear
on one side of the user.
[0015] Figs. 1A and 1B illustrate schematic configurations of personal digital assistants 100a and 100b including
monaural-typed headphones for cable connection and for wireless connection, respectively. Figs. 2A and 2B illustrate
external view examples of monaural-typed headphones for cable connection and for wireless connection, respectively.
The monaural-typed headphones include single earphones 10a and 10b. The earphone 10a for cable connection is
connected to the corresponding personal digital assistant 100a via a cable 18. The earphone 10b for wireless connection
is connected to the corresponding personal digital assistant 100b via a wireless connection interface. Both include a
casing 15, and an ear hole insertion portion 17 protruding from the side face of this casing 15.
[0016] Figs. 3A, 3B, and 3C illustrate schematic configurations of personal digital assistants 100a and 100b including
stereo type headphones for cable connection and for wireless connection, respectively. Earphones 10aL and 10aR for
cable connection are connected to the corresponding personal digital assistant 100a via the cable 18. The left and right
earphones lObL and 10bR are wirelessly connected to the personal digital assistant 100b via an antenna 19 thereof,
and an antenna 109 of the corresponding personal digital assistant 100b. The earphones 10bL and 10bR may share
the single antenna 19 as illustrated in Fig. 3B in the event that the earphones 10bL and 10bR are connected by a band
or the like as illustrated in later-described Figs. 4A and 4B. As illustrated in Fig. 3C, in the event that the left and right
earphones 10cL and 10cR are mutually separated (independent), antennas 19L and 19R (and communication circuits)
are separately included in both earphones. With the present embodiment, with a stereo type headphone, a later-described
posture detecting unit (sensor) basically has to be provided to one of the earphones alone.
[0017] Figs. 4A, 4B, 4C, and 4D illustrate external view examples of stereo type headphones in various modes.
[0018] A headphone 10a1 for cable connection illustrated in Fig. 4A is connected to left and right earphones 10a1L
and 10a1R by a headband 14. With one of the earphones (here, the left earphone 10a1L), a sensor device 16a1 is
mounted on an ear pad 17a1L thereof, and the cable 18 for cable connection is externally pulled out. The sensor device
16a1 houses at least later-described geomagnetic sensor 11 and acceleration sensor 12. A wire (not illustrated) to
communicate a signal with the other earphone (right earphone 10a1R) is internally passed through the headband 14.
[0019] A headphone 10b1 for wireless connection illustrated in Fig. 4B is connected to left and right earphones 10b1L
and 10b1R with the headband 14. With the left earphones 10b1L, in the same way as with the headphone 10a1, a sensor
device 16b1 is mounted on an ear pad 17b1L thereof. A different point from the headphone 10a1 is in that the sensor
device 16b1 includes a wireless communication unit (will be described later) in addition to the geomagnetic sensor 11
and acceleration sensor 12.
[0020] Figs. 4C and 4D illustrate headphones (ear receivers) 10a2 and 10b2 each having ear hole insertion portions
17a2L, 17a2R, 17b2L, and 17b2R to be worn in an ear hole of the user without employing the headband, such as those
called "inner ear type" or "canal type".
[0021] The headphone 10a2 for cable connection illustrated in Fig. 4C includes casings 15a2L and 15a2R, ear hole
insertion portions 17a2L and 17a2R protruding on the side face thereof, and left and right earphones 10a2L and 10a2R
having the cable 18 derived from the casing bottoms thereof. At least, a sensor device 16a2 is housed in the casing
15a2L of the left earphone 10a2L. The sensor device 16a2 includes at least the geomagnetic sensor 11 and acceleration
sensor 12.
[0022] The headphone 10b2 for wireless connection illustrated in Fig. 4D includes casings 15b2L and 15b2R, ear hole
insertion portions 17b2L and 17b2R protruding on the side face thereof, and left and right earphones 10b2L and 10b2R
having a cable 18i which connects the casings thereof. At least, a sensor device 16b2 is housed in the casing 15b2L of
the left earphone 10b2L. The sensor device 16b2 includes at least the geomagnetic sensor 11, acceleration sensor 12,
and a wireless communication unit (will be described later). In the event that a wireless communication unit is independ-
ently included in both of the earphones 10b2L and 10b2R, the cable 18i may be omitted (corresponding to Fig. 3C).
[0023] In addition, though not illustrated in the drawing, the present embodiment may be applied to a neckband type
headphone having a band to be worn around the neck, or a behind-the-ear type headphone including a behind-the-ear
portion instead of the band, as modifications of the headband type.
[0024] Hereafter, though the present embodiment will be described with the headphones of the types illustrated in
Figs. 2A, 2B, 4C, and 4D as an example, the same description may be applied to other types of headphones.
[0025] Figs. 5A and 5B illustrate a state in which the user wears the headphone according to the present embodiment.
This example is equivalent to a state in which a single earphone is worn in the left ear in the case of the monaural type,
and is equivalent to a state in which a pair of earphones are worn on both ears in the case of the stereotype. Hereafter,
in the event that the left and right earphones 10L and 10R do not particularly have to be distinguished, these will simply
be referred to as earphone 10.
[0026] The earphone 10 may be rotated in a certain angle range with a generally straight line connecting both ears
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as an axis even in a state worn on the user’s head. Figs. 5A and 5B illustrate a state in which the earphone 10 is worn
on the user’s head with a different rotation angle. As illustrated in the drawing, the user’s facial orientation F may coincide
with the forward direction (forward vector Vf) unique to the earphone 10, or may not.
[0027] With the earphone 10 worn on the user’s head as illustrated in Figs. 5A and 5B, a direction where the user’s
face faces (facial orientation F) may be determined as follows. Specifically, as illustrated in Fig. 5A, in the event that the
user has worn the earphone 10 so as to match the longitudinal direction to a direction generally vertical to the ground
(vertical direction), the forward vector Vf of the earphone 10 generally coincides with the facial orientation F. On the
other hand, even in the event that inclination has occurred on the earphone 10 according to how to wear the headphones
10 on the head as illustrated in Fig. 5B, the actual orientation of the user’s face F is obtained by correcting the forward
vector Vf of the earphone 10 using the acceleration sensor 12. Here, though rotation of the earphone with a direction
connecting the user’s both ears as an axis is taken as a problem, there may be rotation of the earphone with the vertical
direction within the horizontal plane as an axis. In particular, the latter rotation affects on detection of orientation of the
user’s face.
[0028] The earphone 10 according to the present embodiment (at least one of both earphones in the case of stereo)
includes a posture detecting unit configured to detect the current user’s head state, and specifically, the user’s facial
orientation F, i.e., a direction (orientation) where the front (face portion) of the head faces. It is sufficient to mount this
posture detecting unit on at least one of the earphones. With the present embodiment, description will be made with a
case where this posture detecting unit is mounted on the earphone for the left ear, as an example.
[0029] The posture detecting unit according to the present embodiment includes, as described above, at least the
triaxial geomagnetic sensor 11 and triaxial acceleration sensor 12 disposed near the ear at the time of wearing. In the
case of wireless connection, a wireless communication unit is further provided to that end.
[0030] Fig. 6 is a diagram for describing working of each of the geomagnetic sensor 11 and acceleration sensor 12
housed in (the casing 15 of) the earphone 10.
[0031] According to the triaxial geomagnetic sensor 11, a geomagnetic direction in the current attitude of (the casing
15 of) the housed earphone 10, i.e., a geomagnetic vector Vt is found.
[0032] Here, for convenience of description, let us say that three axes mutually orthogonal in a local three-dimensional
coordinate system (sensor coordinate system) unique to the earphone 10 (i.e., unique to the sensor) are taken as Xs
axis, Ys axis, and Zs axis. The Xs axis is equivalent to an anteroposterior direction of the earphone 10, and the Ys axis
is equivalent to the up-and-down direction of the earphone 10, and the Zs axis is an axis orthogonal to the Xs and Ys
axes. The Zs axis is generally equivalent to a direction along a straight line connecting the user’s both ears at the time
of the user wearing the earphone 10. In the case that the earphone 10 is the earphone 10L to be worn on the user’s left
ear, a contact portion (ear hole insertion portion) for the ear is disposed on the side face of the negative direction of the
Zs axis of the casing 15. Conversely, in the case of the earphone 10R to be worn on the user’s right ear, the contact
portion for the ear is disposed on the side face of the positive direction of the Zs axis of the casing 15. The Xs axis is
orthogonal to both of the Ys and Zs axes. With this example, let us say that the positive direction of the Xs axis coincides
with the forward vector Vf of the earphone 10. The geomagnetic vector Vt may generally be decomposed to components
of the axes of Xs, Ys, and Zs as illustrated in the drawing.
[0033] According to the triaxial acceleration sensor 12, with a static state, the direction of the gravity in the current
attitude of (the casing 15 of) the earphone 10 in which this sensor is housed, i.e., a gravity vector G is found. The gravity
vector G coincides with a vertically downward direction. The gravity vector G may also be decomposed to components
of the axes of Xs, Ys, and Zs as illustrated in the drawing.
[0034] The triaxial acceleration sensor 12 is employed in this way, whereby the attitude (inclination) of the earphone
10 within three-dimensional space where (the casing 15 of) the earphone 10 is disposed can be detected. Also, the
triaxial geomagnetic sensor 11 is employed, whereby a bearing where the front face of (the casing 15 of) the earphone
10 faces can be detected.
[0035] Figs. 7A and 7B are diagrams for describing various vector relations and various angles in a three-dimensional
space coordinate system where the earphone is disposed.
[0036] As illustrated in Fig. 7A, let us say that axes orthogonal to each other in the three-dimensional space where
the earphone 10 is disposed, i.e., the three-dimensional space coordinate system where the user is positioned are taken
as Xu axis, Yu axis, and Zu axis. This coordinate system will be referred to as user coordinate system (Xu, Yu, Zu) in
distinction from the sensor coordinate system (Xs, Ys, Zs) as described above. Variables to be used for both coordinate
systems will be distinguished by subscripts s (sensor) and u (user). The Xu axis is equivalent to an anteroposterior
direction of the user, the Yu axis is equivalent to the up-and-down direction of the user, and the Zu axis is an axis
orthogonal to the Xu and Yu axes. The Yu axial negative direction is along the gravity vector G. A plane orthogonal to
the gravity vector G is an Xu-Zu plane, and is equivalent to a horizontal plane 31 within space where the user is positioned.
For convenience, let us say that the Zu axis coincides with the Zs axis.
[0037] As described above, when the user wears the earphone 10, the up-and-down direction (longitudinal direction)
of the earphone 10 does not necessarily coincide with the vertical direction. With the example in Fig. 7A as well, an
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example is illustrated wherein the vertical direction (direction along the Yu axis) does not coincide with the Ys axial
direction of the sensor coordinate system.
[0038] As illustrated in Fig. 7A, for convenience, a plane 33 including the side face of the casing 15 of the earphone
10 (face that is in contact with the user’s ear) is assumed, the direction of a straight line that this plane 33 intersects with
the horizontal plane 31 (vector Vfxz) may be determined to be the user’s facial orientation F. The facial orientation F
thus obtained may include some level of error as to the accurate facial orientation according to a wearing level of the
earphone. However, with a number of applications, this error can be conceived as an allowable range. As a method to
obtain the facial orientation F in a more accurate manner, an arrangement may be made wherein in the event that the
user has worn the headphone, the user is requested to nod the user’s head in the frontal direction, and based on output
of the acceleration sensor between the state before nodding the head and the maximum nodding angle state, error
between the forward direction of the headphone and the user’s facial orientation is obtained. In this case, the user’s
facial orientation is corrected with the above-mentioned error, whereby the user’s facial orientation can be detected with
higher precision. This specific method will be described later.
[0039] Figs. 8A and 8B are another pair of diagrams for describing various vector relations and various angles in the
three-dimensional space coordinate system where the earphone is disposed.
[0040] Instead of the obtaining method of the facial orientation F described in Fig. 7A, as illustrated in Fig. 8A, the
forward vector Vf may be set along the X axial direction in an approximate manner. With this example, the forward vector
Vf coincides with the positive direction of the X axis. The size of the vector Vf is optional (or in increments of vectors).
A direction to specify a vector Vfxz to be obtained by projecting the forward vector Vf on the horizontal plane, i.e., on an
Xu-Zu plane 31 may be determined to be the user’s facial orientation F. The facial orientation F obtained by the forward
vector Vf does not necessarily coincide with the facial orientation F described in Fig. 7A, and may also include error as
to the accurate facial orientation. However, the facial orientation F may be obtained in a rapid and convenient manner.
[0041] In either case, upon the user moving the head, the earphone 10 worn on the head also moves together. In
response to such movement of the head, the current vertical direction (gravity vector G) as to the earphone 10 is detected
at individual time points. Also, the plane 33 (or forward vector Vf) in the user coordinate system is changed according
to the movement of the head, and a new vector Vfxz (or facial orientation F) corresponding to this is determined.
[0042] With acoustic navigation according to the present embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 7B and 8B, there is
obtained the angle θx (relative target angle) of the target direction (vector Vd) as to the current user’s facial orientation
F on the horizontal plane 31 equivalent to the Xu-Zu plane. In other words, there is obtained the relative target angle θx
made up of the facial orientation F on the horizontal plane 31 (i.e., vector Vfxz) and the target direction vector Vd on the
horizontal plane 31. Based on this relative target angle θx, acoustic navigation according to a combination of the above-
mentioned different sound modes (acoustic pattern) is performed. The target direction vector Vd is determined on the
horizontal plane 31 based on the direction of the target (e.g., destination) obtained from a map database or the like with
the current location detected by a position detector employing a GPS function and so forth as the starting point.
[0043] A reference orientation vector Vtxz is obtained by the geomagnetic vector Vt being projected on the horizontal
plane 31. The vector Vfxz on the horizontal plane 31 is determined as an orientation vector of an angle θf with the
reference orientation vector Vtxz as a reference. The target direction vector Vd is determined as a direction vector of
an angle θf with the reference orientation vector Vtxz as a reference.
[0044] The geomagnetic sensor 11 and acceleration sensor 12 are employed as a combination, whereby information
of a direction (bearing) where the user (user’s face) faces, to be used for navigation can be obtained even in a state in
which the user is stationary, i.e., without the user’s movement. Also, according to the current device technology, sensors
with a relatively small size can be used as these sensors, and accordingly, these sensors can be mounted on the
earphones without hindrance.
[0045] Figs. 9A and 9B are diagrams for describing the working of the acceleration sensor 12 except that a gravity
vector is detected.
[0046] As illustrated in Fig. 9A, the acceleration sensor 12 can detect motion acceleration accompanied with movement
in addition to static acceleration such as the gravity or the like. For example, in the event that an object moves, positive
acceleration is applied to the object thereof from a static state, and negative acceleration is applied thereto when the
object stops. Therefore, as illustrated in Fig. 9B, the acceleration of the object is detected, and according to an integration
value thereof, movement speed and movement distance can be obtained. However, in the event of uniform motion,
acceleration is not changed, and accordingly, a moving state is failed to be detected unless acceleration is detected
from a static state. Also, according to the architecture of the acceleration sensor 12, rotation is failed to be detected in
the event of the earphone rotating with the gravity vector as an axis.
[0047] On the contrary, an example employing a gyroscope 13 together as a sensor will be described with reference
to Figs. 10A, 10B, and 10C.
[0048] As illustrated in Fig. 10A, the gyroscope 13 is a sensor configured to detect angular velocity around each axis
(roll, pitch, and yaw) of three axes of Xs, Zs, and Ys, and can detect rotation of an object. Also, the geomagnetic sensor
11 can detect a bearing where an object faces, based on a geomagnetic vector as described above. However, in the
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event that magnetic field lines do not face in a fixed orientation, such as the vicinity of a magnetized steel frame, when
the earphone rotates while moving, an accurate bearing may be failed to be confirmed. Therefore, in the event of
movement as illustrated in Fig. 10C, a rotation state can be detected only by the gyroscope. Here, the object is illustrated
with a compass needle for convenience.
[0049] Accordingly, in addition to the above-mentioned geomagnetic sensor 11 and acceleration sensor 12, output of
both sensors may be reinforced by employing the gyroscope 13 together as a sensor to be mounted on the earphone 10.
[0050] In this way, though the user’s facial orientation F can be detected in real time with a certain level of accuracy
only by the geomagnetic sensor and acceleration sensor, the earphone 10 can readily follow the user’s relatively fast
change in direction by employing the gyroscope (gyro sensor) together.
[0051] Fig. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration example of the personal digital assistant 100a according
to the present embodiment. This personal digital assistant 100a includes a monaural-typed earphone 10a for cable
connection. In general, a headphone including an earphone with a microphone is also referred to as a headset. Though
no microphone is particularly illustrated in the above-mentioned block diagrams and external views of various earphones,
a microphone may be housed therein. Though a microphone may be housed in the ear pads 17a1 and 17b1, casing 15,
or the like, the microphone may be disposed protruding from these, or may be disposed in the middle of the cable 18.
[0052] The personal digital assistant 100a includes a control line 150 and a data line 160, and is configured of various
function units such as the following, to be connected to these lines.
[0053] A control unit 101 is configured of a processing unit made up of a CPU (Central Processing Unit) or the like,
and performs execution of various control programs or application programs and various data processes accompanied
therewith. With the data processes, communication control, audio processing control, image processing control, other
various types of signal processing, control of the units, and so forth are performed, for example.
[0054] A communication circuit 102 is a circuit for wireless communication at the time of this personal digital assistant
100a communicating with a wireless base station of a cellular phone network, for example. An antenna 103 is a wireless
communication antenna at the time of this personal digital assistant performing wireless communication with a wireless
base station.
[0055] A display unit 104 is a unit to supervise a display interface of this personal digital assistant, and is configured
of a display device, such as a liquid crystal display unit (LCD: Liquid Crystal Display), an organic EL display unit (OEL:
Organic Electro Luminescence), or the like. The display unit 104 may further include a light-emitting unit such an LED
(light-emitting diode) or the like.
[0056] An operating unit 105 is a unit to supervise an input interface for user, and includes multiple operating keys
and/or a touch panel.
[0057] Memory 106 is an internal storage device configured of RAM, flash memory, or the like, for example. The flash
memory is nonvolatile memory, and is used for storing an OS (Operating System) program, a control program for the
control unit 101 controlling each of the units, various application programs, in addition to music/moving image/still image
data contents subjected to compression encoding, various setting values, font data, various types of dictionary data,
model name information, terminal identification information, and so forth, for example. Also, there may be stored a phone
book where the phone number, e-mail address, address, full name, face picture, portrait, and so forth of a user have
been registered, transmitted/received e-mails, a schedule book where a schedule of the user of this personal digital
assistant have been registered, and so forth. The RAM stores data as a work area at the time of the control unit 101
performing various types of data processing or computation whenever occasion arises.
[0058] An external connection terminal 107 is a connector to which the cable 18 connected to an earphone 10a is
connected.
[0059] An external device connection unit 170 is a unit to control reading/writing of an external storage device 171
detachable for the personal digital assistant 100a. The external storage device 171 is an external memory card such as
a so-called SD (Secure Digital) card or the like, for example. In this case, the external device connection unit 170 includes
a slot which an external memory card is inserted/detached into/from, and performs control of writing/readout of data for
the inserted external memory card, or the like, and signal processing.
[0060] A music data control unit 173 is a unit to perform readout and playback processing of music data stored in the
external storage device 171 or memory 106. The music data control unit 173 may be configured to perform writing
processing of music data. Played music data can be listened to by being converted into sound at the earphone 10a.
[0061] An imaging control unit 174 performs imaging control of a housed camera unit 175.
[0062] A GPS control unit 176 serves as a position detector configured to receive a signal from a predetermined
satellite using a GPS antenna 177 to obtain position information (at least latitude longitude information) of the current
location.
[0063] A speaker 110 is an electro-acoustic transducer for receiver audio output configured to transduce an electric
signal into sound. A microphone unit (microphone) 122 is a device for transmitter audio output configured to convert
sound into an electric signal.
[0064] In the event that the earphone 10a is connected to the personal digital assistant 100a, an external speaker 421
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and an external microphone 422 within the earphone 10a are used instead of the speaker 110 and microphone 122
housed in the terminal. The external speaker 421 of the earphone 10a is connected to an earphone terminal 121 via the
cable 18.
[0065] With the personal digital assistant 100a as well, a geomagnetic sensor 131, an acceleration sensor 132, and
a gyroscope 133 are housed. These sensors are to detect the attitude, moving speed, and so forth of the personal digital
assistant 100a, and are not directly used in the present embodiment.
[0066] The earphone 10a includes the external speaker 421, external microphone 422, an external geomagnetic
sensor 411, an external acceleration sensor 412, and an external gyroscope 413, and an external connection control
unit 401. However, with the present embodiment, the external microphone 422 and external gyroscope 413 are not vital
components.
[0067] The external connection control unit 401 is connected to the sensors using the control line and data line, and
also connected to the external connection terminal 107 of the personal digital assistant 100a via the cable 18. Preferably,
in response to a request from the personal digital assistant 100a, the external connection control unit 401 obtains output
of each sensor in a periodical manner or as appropriate, and transmits this to the personal digital assistant 100a as a
sensor detection signal. More specifically, the external connection control unit 401 includes a connector conforming to
so-called USB 2.0 (Universal Serial Bus 2.0) as various types of external connector, for example. Therefore, the personal
digital assistant also includes a USB 2.0 controller.
[0068] Note that the personal digital assistant 100a may include various types of components included in an existing
personal digital assistant not illustrated in Fig. 11.
[0069] Fig. 12 illustrates a configuration example of a personal digital assistant 100b employing a wireless connection
type earphone 10b. Basically, the personal digital assistant 100b has the same configuration as the configuration of the
personal digital assistant 100a illustrated in Fig. 11, and similar components are denoted with the same reference
numerals, redundant description will be omitted, and different points alone will be described.
[0070] A headphone 10b includes an external wireless communication unit 430 and an external communication antenna
431, and performs wireless communication with an antenna 109 of a wireless communication unit 108 of the personal
digital assistant 100b. This wireless communication is short-distance wireless communication, and wireless communi-
cation with relatively short-distance is performed using a short-distance wireless communication method, for example,
such as Bluetooth (Bluetooth: registered trademark) or the like.
[0071] Next, description will be made regarding a specific example of an acoustic navigation apparatus to be realized
with the personal digital assistant 100 (generic name of 100a and 100b) and a monaural-typed earphone 10 (generic
name of 10a and 10b) which have a configuration as described above.
[0072] Fig. 13 is a block diagram representing principal functions of the personal digital assistant 100 serving as such
an acoustic navigation apparatus. The personal digital assistant 100 includes a control unit 120, a current location
detecting unit 126, a target direction search unit 127, a relative target angle calculating unit 128, an acoustic signal
generating unit 124, and an input/output interface (I/F) unit 125. The headphone 10 to be connected to this personal
digital assistant 100 includes a speaker 421, a geomagnetic sensor 411, an acceleration sensor 412, and an input/output
interface (I/F) unit 414. The headphone 10 may further include a gyroscope as described above.
[0073] The input/output interface (I/F) units 125 and 414 are equivalent to various types of components for cable
connection or for wireless connection between the above-mentioned personal digital assistant and the headphone
(earphones).
[0074] The current location detecting unit 126 of the personal digital assistant 100 includes a position detector con-
figured to detect the current location using the above-mentioned GPS function or the like. The target direction search
unit 127 obtains, in response to the user’s request, a direction of a destination at the current location as a target direction
using a map database or the like, for example.
[0075] The relative target angle calculating unit 128 detects an angle made up of the facial orientation of the user
wearing the earphone 10, and the reference orientation based on output of the geomagnetic sensor 411 and acceleration
sensor 412 obtained from the earphone 10, and also obtains a relative target angle θx that the target direction makes
up as to the user’s facial orientation as described above.
[0076] The acoustic signal generating unit 124 outputs a different mode acoustic signals depending on the obtained
relative target angle θx, to the earphone 10. The earphone 10 converts this acoustic signal into sound at the speaker
421 and outputs this as sound waves.
[0077] Fig. 14 is a diagram for describing a specific realization example of the target direction search unit 127 in the
personal digital assistant 100. With this example, the personal digital assistant 100 is connected to a communication
network 200 (e.g., Internet) via the communication circuit 102 and so forth, and accesses a map search server 300 or
the like connected to the communication network 200 to perform search of the target direction. For example, the personal
digital assistant 100 uses a destination search service that the map search server 300 provides to obtain position
information (e.g., latitude longitude) of the destination based on a desired destination search request. The personal
digital assistant 100 can display a map on the display screen of the display unit 104 using a map database 310 included
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in the map search server 300. The destination can be confirmed on this map.
[0078] Note that the destination is not necessarily restricted to a geographic name or location number, and may be
an optional target such as a building name or facility name or the like. With the present Specification, the direction of
such a destination at the current location will be referred to as target direction.
[0079] Also, a destination to be used for actual acoustic navigation is not restricted to the final destination, and may
be one or multiple intermediate locations (intermediate points) to be passed through until arrival of the final destination.
[0080] The map database 310 may be included in the personal digital assistant 100. In this case, map search processing
is executed by the control unit 101 or the like.
[0081] Next, with the present embodiment, regarding sound to be played as navigation, different modes of an acoustic
signal that can be used for a monaural-typed headphone will be described with reference to Fig. 15.
[0082] With the present embodiment, the target direction is expressed by a single sound with a predetermined length
(e.g., around one second) or short melody being repeatedly (e.g., with a predetermined cycle) played with a different
mode. Features thereof are the user’s facial orientation (bearing) and an expression method of distance up to a destination.
With regard to tone, any tone may be employed as long as this tone is an easy-to-hear sound.
[0083] Different mode sounds to be generated according to the relative target angle θx obtained as described above
can be determined based on the following rules, for example.

(1) Basically, the mode of sound to be generated is changed according to the size of the relative target angle θx. In
the event that the headphone is a monaural type, the target direction is failed to be expressed with the orientation
of sound to be generated. Therefore, in order that the user can confirm the correct target direction, when the target
direction coincides with a direction where the user faces (facial orientation) within error in a predetermined angle
range (e.g., around 610 degrees), change is applied to playback sound. Specifically, first mode sound 1 to be
generated within this predetermined angle range is generated. Also, second mode sound 2 is generated other than
this predetermined angle range. With the present embodiment, the second sound is taken as reference sound, and
processing such as playing another sound at the same time as the reference sound, raising the pitch of the reference
sound, or the like is performed as another sound mode different from the reference sound within this predetermined
angle range. Also, when there is difference equal to or greater than 90 degrees between the target direction and a
direction where the user faces, i.e., when the user faces the opposite side of the target direction, third mode sound
3 is generated wherein another change different from the above mentioned changes has been applied to the sound
to be played. For example, the pitch of the above-mentioned reference sound is lowered, or the tone is changed,
whereby the user can clearly understand that the direction is wrong.
In this way, different sound modes are assigned to multiple angle ranges to be determined according to the relative
target angle θx, whereby the user can readily find a direction where the user has to move, with change in the facial
orientation F, i.e., by rotating the head.
With the example in Fig. 15, the sound mode is changed for every multiple angle ranges of the relative target angle
θx with the facial orientation F as a reference (angle 0 degrees). With regard to the multiple angle ranges, for
example, a relatively narrow range near the facial orientation F (angle 0 degrees), e.g., within a 30-degree opened
angle (or within 25 degrees, within 20 degrees, within 15 degrees, or the like) is taken as a first angle range. Next,
a range between 90 degrees and -90 degrees other than the first angle range is taken as a second angle range. A
range of backward 180 degrees up to -90 degrees rotated in the positive direction from 90 degrees is taken as a
third angle range. Note that the number of angle ranges, and angles serving as boundaries are just examples, and
the present disclosure is not restricted to these.
(2) Sound modes to be generated from the headphone 10 may include the sound pitch of a single sound to be
cyclically generated (frequency), tone, sound intensity (volume), length, a playback interval, an audio message, and
an optional combination of these. With the example illustrated in Fig. 15, when the target direction (vector Vd) is
included in the first angle range θ1, the sound 1 indicating agreement between the target direction and the user’s
facial orientation is generated. When the target direction (vector Vd) is included in the second angle range θ2, the
sound 2 which is the reference sound is generated. When the target direction (vector Vd) is included in the third
angle range 03, the sound 3 indicating that the target direction is backward is generated. The sound modes may
include silence, for example, such that the sound 3 is taken as silence.

[0084] Next, an example will be described with reference to Fig. 16 wherein the user is informed of distance D from
the current location to a destination (target) by changing the sound mode. This distance D can be obtained from a search
result of the map database based on the current location and destination.
[0085] With the present embodiment, the user is informed of the current distance to a destination using sound by
periodically generating a different mode sound for every predetermined multiple distance ranges. With the example in
the drawing, the distance D is divided into multiple areas with multiple boundary distances D1 to D4. Specifically, as the
areas, an area A0 less than 20m, an area A1 equal to or longer than 20m but less than 100m, an area A2 equal to or
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longer than 100m but less than 300m, and an area A3 equal to or longer than 300m but less than 500m, and an area
A4 equal to or longer than 500m are illustrated as an example. The number of these areas and boundary distances are
just examples, and the present disclosure is not restricted to these.
[0086] As an example, distance to a destination is expressed with sound playback time interval and sound volume.
In the event that the pitch has not been used for the above-mentioned bearing expressions, change in pitch may be
used for distance. In the event of a time interval, the closer the distance is, the shorter the time interval is set, and in the
event of sound volume, the closer the distance is, the greater the sound volume is set, and in the event of the pitch, the
closer the distance is, the higher the pitch is set. At this time, upon the distance and the parameters being linearly
changed, the user has difficulty in understanding the change thereof and does not have certainty that the user has come
closer to the destination, and accordingly, as illustrated in Fig. 16, for example, the sound is changed in multiple steps
of clear sound according to distance, whereby the user can clearly understand distance to the destination in an acoustic
manner.
[0087] With these multiple areas A0 to A4, a sound mode to be generated from the headphone 10 can optionally be
selected out of the above-mentioned sound modes within a range not to conflict with a sound mode generated according
to the above-mentioned relative target angle θx. For example, with the example illustrated in Fig. 16, predetermined
sound (or announce) indicating arrival to the destination is assigned to the area A0. The sound playback interval is
changed from t1 to t4 for the areas A1 to A4, respectively. With the example in the drawing, though 0.5 sec., 1 sec., 3
sec., and 5 sec. are exemplified as t1 to t4, the present disclosure is not restricted to these values. Also, the pitch (sound
pitch: frequency) may be changed from fl to f4 for the areas A1 to A4, respectively. With the example in the drawing,
though change in octaves is employed as change in the pitch, the present disclosure is not restricted to this. Moreover,
sound volume may be changed from L1 to L4 for the areas A1 to A4, respectively. As examples of L1 to L4, 100%, 75%,
50%, and 25% are exemplified, but the present disclosure is not restricted to these.
[0088] As described above, with the present embodiment, the current location is taken as a reference, and the bearing
and distance of a destination (or an intermediate point to be passed through) are clearly expressed by sound using the
monaural-typed headphone in which the sensors are housed. Thus, an audio navigation function can be provided in an
easy-to-understand manner using the simple system.
[0089] Next, description will be made regarding an example employing a stereo type headphone according to the
present embodiment.
[0090] Fig. 17 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration example of the personal digital assistant 100a wherein
the monaural-typed headphone illustrated in Fig. 11 has been changed to a stereo type headphone. In Fig. 17, components
similar to those illustrated in Fig. 11 are denoted with the same reference numerals, and redundant description will be
omitted. Though the earphone lOaR may have the same configuration as the earphone 10aL, the earphone 10aR does
not have to include the external connection control unit 401, external geomagnetic sensor 411, external acceleration
sensor 412, and an external gyroscope 413.
[0091] Fig. 18 illustrates a configuration example of the personal digital assistant 100b wherein the monaural-typed
headphone illustrated in Fig. 12 has been changed to a stereo type headphone. Components similar to those illustrated
in Fig. 12 are denoted with the same reference numerals, and redundant description will be omitted.
[0092] The earphone 10bL includes an external wireless communication unit 430 and an external communication
antenna 431, and performs wireless communication with an antenna 109 of the wireless communication unit 108 of the
personal digital assistant 100b. This wireless communication is short-distance wireless communication, and wireless
communication with relatively short-distance is performed using a short-distance wireless communication method, for
example, such as Bluetooth (Bluetooth: registered trademark) or the like. Though the earphone 10bR may have the
same configuration as the earphone 10bL, the earphone 10bR does not have to include the external connection control
unit 401, external geomagnetic sensor 411, external acceleration sensor 412, and an external gyroscope 413. In the
event that the earphones 10bR and 10bL are connected, the earphone 10bR has to include neither the external wireless
communication unit 430 nor the external communication antenna 431.
[0093] Figs. 19A and 19B are explanatory diagrams in the event of employing a stereo type headphone, when changing
the sound of the left and right earphones according to the target direction for the facial orientation. As illustrated in Fig.
19A, in the event that the relative target angle θx that the target direction (vector Vd) makes up as to the user’s facial
orientation F is not 0 degrees (or near thereof), control to change sound balance regarding the left and right earphones
is performed. For example, control to change sound volume is performed. Specifically, the sound volume of an earphone
on a side where the target direction (vector Vd) faces with the facial orientation F as a reference is increased as compared
to the sound volume of the other earphone. A ratio between the left volume and the right volume may be changed
according to relative target angle θx. For example, the greater the relative target angle θx is, the greater the ratio between
the left volume and the right volume is set.
[0094] Problems at this time include error of orientation recognition according to human being’s audition, and difficulty
of anteroposterior sound field reproduction. In general, with regard to sound to be oriented with stereo, in the event that
a position to be oriented has completely been swayed to either the left or the right, human beings can correctly recognize
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orientation, but it is difficult for human beings to recognize accurate orientation at a region other than that. Also, with
regard to difference between the forward and the backward, expression on the playing side is also difficult, and the
listening side also frequently performs wrong recognition.
[0095] Therefore, with the present embodiment, the processing described in Fig. 19 is used together with the processing
described in Fig. 15. Specifically, according to angle ranges θ1, θ2, and θ3 of the first, second, third, and so forth to
which the relative target angle θx belongs, the sound mode is changed. Along therewith, in the event that the relative
target angle θx that the target direction (vector Vd) makes up as to the user’s facial orientation F is out of the first angle
range θ1 and also included in the second angle range θ2, sound volume is changed regarding the left and right earphones
according to which side of the user’s right side or left side the target direction is included in.
[0096] Thus, it is clearly found that the user’s facial orientation F and the target direction (vector Vd) generally agree,
and also it is clearly found whether the target direction (vector Vd) is forward or backward. As a result thereof, the user
can clearly recognize a direction where the user has to move.
[0097] Fig. 20 illustrates a flowchart representing a processing procedure example of first acoustic navigation process-
ing according to the present embodiment. This processing can be executed by the control unit 101 within the personal
digital assistant 100 regardless of monaural/stereo headphone and regardless of cable/wireless connection mode. Ex-
ecution of this processing is started accompanied with activation of an application to perform audio navigation at the
personal digital assistant.
[0098] First, according to search processing using the above-mentioned map database, or the like, a destination (or
a position where the target exists) of acoustic navigation is determined (S11). Thus, latitude longitude information of the
destination is obtained.
[0099] Thereafter, in the event that there have been received navigation start instructions by the user (S12, Yes), the
processing proceeds to the following loop processing.
[0100] With loop processing, first, position information (latitude longitude, etc.) at the current location is obtained using
current location detection processing using the GPS function and so forth (S13). Next, the user’s facial orientation (F)
is detected by the above-mentioned method (S14).
[0101] Next, based on the latitude longitude of the current location, and the latitude longitude of the destination, the
direction of the destination (target direction vector Vd) at the current location is obtained (S15). The order of steps S14
and S15 may be reverse.
[0102] Therefore, according to the above-mentioned technique, the angle of the target direction (relative target angle
θx) as to the facial orientation (F) is obtained (S16).
[0103] Further, distance D from the current location to the destination is obtained using the map database or the like
(S17). This step S17 may be executed anywhere between step S13 and step S18.
[0104] Based on the relative target angle θx obtained in step S16, and the distance D obtained in step S17, a combination
of the above-mentioned different sound modes (acoustic generation pattern) is determined (S18).
[0105] In accordance with this determined acoustic generation pattern, acoustic output, i.e., the sound is generated
from the headphone (earphones) (S19).
[0106] Until the navigation is ended (S20, Yes), the processing is returned to step S13, where the above-mentioned
processing steps will be executed. The end of the navigation means arrival to the destination or forced termination
according to the user’s instructions.
[0107] Fig. 21 illustrates a flowchart representing a processing procedure example of second acoustic navigation
processing according to the present embodiment. In Fig. 21, processing steps similar to those illustrated in Fig. 20 are
denoted with the same reference numerals and redundant description will be omitted. With destination determination
processing in step S11a in Fig. 21, not only the destination but also a principal one or multiple intermediate points
between the starting location to the destination are determined. Though an intermediate point determining method is
not restricted to particular one, based on a path from the current location to the destination, and progress distance (e.g.,
for each predetermined progress distance) along the path thereof, an intermediate point can be determined, for example.
[0108] At the time of first execution of step S15a thereafter, the target direction (vector Vd) is obtained with the first
intermediate point as the destination. In the event that determination is made in step S20 that navigation is continued,
the current intermediate point is updated to the intermediate point in the next order (S21), and the processing returns
to step S13.
[0109] According to the processing in Fig. 21, for example, in the event that the destination is Shinagawa Station, the
user can be sequentially navigated regarding each of the intermediate points following the road, to be passed through
from the departure location to Shinagawa Station by expressing a direction and distance thereof using sound. As "des-
tination" at the time of obtaining distance D in step S17, there are cases of a case where when there is an intermediate
point, the intermediate point is used, and a case where the original destination (determined in step S11a) is used. Both
may be selected by the user at the initial setting.
[0110] As described above, with the present embodiment, the bearing of the destination (or intermediate point to be
passed through) and distance to the destination at the current location, are clearly expressed at the headphone in which
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the sensors are housed using sound. Thus, an audio navigation function that the user can relatively readily recognize
with the simple system can be provided.
[0111] Also, whether or not the user is moving can instantly be determined from an output value of the acceleration
sensor, whereby discrimination of the user’s walking and rearing can be detected. More real-time situation detection
and information providing can be performed such as switching navigation contents according to this detection result.
[0112] With the above description, in the event that the destination has been determined to be one particular location
(e.g., in the event that the destination is Shinagawa Station), and so forth have been assumed. Navigation in this case
is to simply perform navigation by expressing the direction and distance of the destination, or an intermediate point
following the road to the destination, to be passed through using sound.
[0113] However, there may be a case where the destination is not restricted to one location. For example, there may
be a case where as a result of detecting a station existing within a certain range from the current location with the
destination being taken as the nearest station, multiple destinations are presented as candidates. In such a case, acoustic
navigation may be performed by selecting multiple destinations at the same time without narrowing down destinations
to one.
[0114] For example, of the first and second destinations (stations), regarding a relation of distance to each of the
destinations, the directions of the destinations, and the user’s facial orientation, acoustic navigation may be performed
using the above-mentioned expressing method. Thus, the user is allowed to move to a desired destination of the can-
didates. More specifically, an arrangement may be made wherein in the event that the destination has been set as the
nearest station, and the first and second stations existing within certain distance from the current location have been
obtained as destination candidates, the direction and distance of each thereof are expressed as sound, and the user is
allowed to move to an optional station.
[0115] In the event that the directions of multiple destinations are relatively closed, and identification of both is difficult,
the identification of both may readily be performed such as changing the sound mode according to the multiple destinations
(e.g., the first and second stations are expressed with a different sound mode such as different tone or pitch or the like)
with determination of an acoustic generation pattern in the above-mentioned step S19. Also, when the first and second
stations are included in at least the same angle range, a plurality of generation timing (phases) of sound expressing
both may be changed.
[0116] Also, based on the angle θx obtained in step S16 and output of the acceleration sensor 12, it may be determined
that the user stops and faces one direction (the direction of a particular station) of the multiple target directions (the
above-mentioned facial orientation F enters within the first angle range including the target direction). At this time, in
step S19, additional information such as the name of the station thereof, arrival and departure time information of the
train, and so forth may be played using an audio message. Thus, the user’s selection of the destination may also be
assisted. The name of the station thereof, and arrival and departure time information of the train may be obtained by
the control unit 101 accessing the network at the time of search of the destination or at a predetermined time point
thereafter.
[0117] When narrowing down the destinations to one location after starting acoustic navigation regarding the multiple
destinations, according to a predetermined condition, for example, the user may select one thereof by explicit instructions
such as audio instructions from the operating unit 105 or external microphone 422, or the like. Or, the user may select
the destination based on the moving direction and distance to the destination of the user. As a determination reference
for selection execution thereof, there may be conceived a case where a state in which the user’s moving direction follows
one of the destinations (including an intermediate point) is continued for a certain period of time. Or, there may be
conceived a case where accompanied with the user’s movement, decreasing amount difference between distance to
the first destination and distance to the second destination is equal to or greater than a predetermined value.
[0118] In the event that the destinations have been narrowed down to one, the subsequent acoustic navigation regarding
other destinations may be stopped. Also, in the event that the user’s explicit instructions, the user’s moving direction,
or information of distance to the destination has been changed to the other destination side, the stopped destination
navigation may be resumed.
[0119] Next, a comparative example will be described. With the present embodiment, the personal digital assistant
100 including a stereo type headphone including the left and right earphones 10L and 10R as described above is
employed. Connection between the headphone and the personal digital assistant 100 may be either by cable or by radio.
[0120] The comparative example relates to an application including sound field reproduction processing to reproduce
virtual sound in the virtual world on the headphone as if real sound in the real world instead of an application (program)
to perform audio navigation as described in the first embodiment. Generally, with regard to the position of a virtual sound
source to generate virtual sound in the virtual world, in the event that virtual sound has been played on the headphone,
when the user changes orientation of the face, or moves, the position of the virtual sound source is also changed
accompanied therewith.
[0121] On the other hand, with the comparative example, even when reproducing the sound field of the virtual world
on the headphone in a manner overlapped with the sound field of the real world, the virtual sound is recognized by the
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user in sync with the real sound. The "sync" mentioned here means that even when the user positioned within the real
world where the real sound exists changes the orientation of the face, or moves, the position of each virtual sound source
to generate virtual sound is maintained in a predetermined position as if the real sound source in the real world, the real
sound and the virtual sound are blended without uncomfortable feeling.
[0122] With the present embodiment, even when the user moves or changes the orientation of the face, the sound
field in the virtual world is maintained. Also, even when the user wears the headphone, the sound in the real world
(ambient environment) is collected at the stereo microphone, and is mixed with the sound in the virtual world, and is
played on the stereo headphone. At this time, the virtual sound source is controlled so as to maintain the sound field of
the virtual sound source, whereby the user can reproduce a sound field as if the virtual sound source existed in the real
world.
[0123] The virtual world is a fictitious world to be provided to the user using a virtual sound source at an amusement
facility such as a theme park or amusement park or the like, or attraction hall or the like. Use of the present embodiment
is not necessarily restricted to amusement, and may be applied to various applications, such as science, art, education,
medical treatment, publicity, advertisement, and so forth.
[0124] Fig. 22 is a diagram for describing a sound field in the virtual world according to the comparative example. The
virtual world is configured so that at least one virtual sound source is disposed in a predetermined location within a
predetermined area 700. With the example in the drawing, a first virtual sound source VS1 and a second virtual sound
source VS2 are disposed in already-known locations Pv1 and Pv2, respectively. As for the virtual sound sources, any
of music, people’s voice, sound, animal’s cry, noise, and so forth may be used.
[0125] As sound in the real world, i.e., a sound source of the real sound, a first real sound source RS1 alone is illustrated
for convenience. However, though not illustrated in the drawing, the real sound source may include a sound source such
as an object and an animate (including human) or the like to generate all kinds of sound within an environment where
the user is positioned.
[0126] With such an environment, a user 702 can move within an area 700, or change the orientation of the face by
rotating the head. The user’s initial position within the area 700 may be determined to be a predetermined position.
[0127] With the state in Fig. 22, the virtual sound source VS1 is positioned in the position Pv1 in the direction of a
relative angle θ1 on the right side as to the user 702’s facial orientation F (forward) on the horizontal plane, and the
virtual sound source VS2 is positioned in the position Pv2 in the direction of a relative angle θ2. Also, a real sound source
RS1 is positioned in a position Pr1 of a relative angle θ3 on the left side of the user 702’s facial orientation F. In this
state, sound is played with left and right balance as illustrated in the drawing regarding each of the sound sources for
the user 702. For example, with regard to the virtual sound source VS1, the right volume is played greater than the left
volume. With regard to the virtual sound source VS2, right volume is played greater than left volume, but with regard to
volume difference, the virtual sound source VS2 is greater than the virtual sound source VS1.
[0128] With regard to the real sound source Pr1, sound balance collected at the left and right microphones is played
on the left and right earphones without change. Specifically, sound in the actual world (real sound) is collected at the
left and right microphones, and the real sound is played with a sound field as heard in the real world at the left and right
speakers. With the example in the drawing, the real sound source Pr1 is positioned on the left side of the user’s facial
orientation F, and accordingly, the collected sound level of the microphone on the left side increases, and the playback
sound of the earphone on the left side is played greater than the right side without change.
[0129] Fig. 23 illustrates a state in which the user 702 has rotated the head to the right side by an angle Δθ at the
same position from the state in Fig. 22. At this time, for the user, in order to maintain the virtual sound sources VS 1 and
VS2 as a sound field similar to the real sound source Pr1, the directions of the sound sources have to rotate to the left
side by the angle Δθ. With the example in Fig. 22, the virtual sound source VS1 is positioned in the direction of a relative
angle θ11 on the left side as to the user’s facial orientation F. Also, the virtual sound source VS2 is positioned in the
direction of a relative angle θ21 on the right side as to the user’s facial orientation F. Therefore, the volume balance of
the left and right earphones of each virtual sound source is changed according to a new direction thereof. As compared
to the case in Fig. 22, the volume balance of the left and right earphones is reversed regarding the virtual sound source
VS1, the right volume of the left and right earphones of the virtual sound source VS2 is greater, but difference between
the left volume and right volume is decreased. That is to say, with regard to the virtual sound sources VS1 and VS2,
control of each thereof is performed so as to realize such volume balance of the left and right earphones.
[0130] The real sound source RS2 is positioned in the direction of a relative angle θ31 on the left side as to the user’s
facial orientation F. Therefore, with regard to the volume balance of the left and right earphones regarding the real sound
source RS2, the volume of the left-side earphone becomes further greater than the right-side volume. Such a real sound
source RS2 naturally becomes such a state, and particular control is not performed.
[0131] Fig. 24 illustrates a state in which the user 702 moves forward from a position Pu0 to a position Pu1 by ΔD
without changing the facial orientation F from the state in Fig. 22.
[0132] At this time, if we say that the virtual sound sources VS1 and VS2 do not change within the area 700, the
direction of each sound source is changed for the user 702 even when the facial orientation F is unchanged. Specifically,
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with the state in Fig. 24, for user 702’s facial orientation F (forward), the virtual sound source VS1 is positioned in the
position Pv1 in the direction of a relative angle θ12 on the right side, and the virtual sound source V2 is positioned in
the position Pv2 in the direction of a relative angle θ22. Also, the real sound source RS1 is positioned in the position
Pr1 of a relative angle θ32 on the left side of the user’s facial orientation F. In this state, sound is played with left and
right balance as illustrated in the drawing regarding each of the sound sources for the user 702. That is to say, the virtual
sound source VS1 is played with the right volume being grater than the left volume. According to θ12 > θ1 being satisfied,
volume difference is greater than the case of Fig. 22. The virtual sound source VS2 is also played with the right volume
being grater than the left volume, but θ22 > θ2 is satisfied, with regard to the volume difference, the virtual sound source
VS2 becomes greater than the VS1.
[0133] With regard to the real sound source Pr1, θ32 > θ3 is satisfied, the volume of the left-side earphone becomes
greater than the volume of the right-side earphone. In this case as well, the real sound source RS2 naturally becomes
such a state, and to that end, particular control is not performed.
[0134] The configuration for realizing operation as described above of the comparative example will be described below.
[0135] Fig. 25 is a diagram for describing the functions of the personal digital assistant 100 and headphone according
to the comparative example. The configuration of the personal digital assistant 100 is basically the same as indicated
in the previous embodiment.
[0136] The personal digital assistant 100 includes a control unit 500, virtual sound sources 501 and 502, a real sound
playing unit 510, a current location detecting unit 515, and mixers 521 and 522. This drawing illustrates a case where
the number of the virtual sound sources is two, but the present embodiment is not restricted to two, and it is sufficient
that the number thereof is equal to or greater than one. The number of virtual sound sources and sound modes to be
generated therefrom may individually be determined at an application to realize the present embodiment.
[0137] The control unit 500 is configured of the above-mentioned control unit 101, and executes control of the units
according to the comparative example and processing to be requested.
[0138] The virtual sound sources 501 and 502 correspond to the virtual sound sources VS1 and VS2 illustrated in Fig.
22. The virtual sound sources 501 and 502 output left and right acoustic signals to the mixers 521 and 522, respectively.
With this example, position information (e.g., latitude longitude) to determine a position within the area 700 is preset
regarding each of the virtual sound sources. Alternatively, a bearing in the initial position of the user 702 within the area
700 may be preset regarding each of the virtual sound sources. The virtual sound sources may play virtual sound by
offsetting a direction and distance as viewed from the user according to a control signal from the control unit 500. To
that end, left volume and right volume to be generated by a virtual sound source and volume balance are controlled, for
example.
[0139] The real sound playing unit 510 includes a circuit such as an amplifier configured to receive, under the control
from the control unit 500, microphone input signals from the left and right earphones 10L and 10R, and to output to the
mixers 521 and 522 as left and right audio signals.
[0140] Left and right acoustic signals from the mixers 521 and 522 are transmitted to speakers 611 and 621 of the
earphones 10L and 10R, respectively.
[0141] The current location detecting unit 515 is a function unit to detect the current location of the user carrying the
personal digital assistant 100, and is configured of the GPS control unit 176 and GPS antenna 177 as described above.
[0142] The control unit 500 receives output of a geomagnetic sensor 613 and an acceleration sensor 614 of one of
the earphones (left earphone 10L in this example), and obtains the user’s facial orientation F at that time. Also, based
on the position information of each virtual sound source provided from the application, and the current location information
obtained from the current location detecting unit 515, the control unit 500 may obtain the direction of each virtual sound
source from the user’s current location. Therefore, the angle of the direction of each virtual sound source as to the user’s
facial orientation F may be obtained.
[0143] The left earphone 10L of the headphone includes a speaker 611, a microphone 612, a geomagnetic sensor
613, and an acceleration sensor 614. As described in the first embodiment, the gyroscope 13 may secondarily be used
together. The earphone 10R includes a speaker 621 and a microphone 622. The earphone 10R has to include neither
the geomagnetic sensor 613 nor the acceleration sensor 614. In the event that both of the left and right earphones 10L
and 10R include the geomagnetic sensor 613 and acceleration sensor 614, it is sufficient to use the sensors of one of
the earphones.
[0144] In the event that the user’s initial position within the area 700 has been determined to be a predetermined
position, based on output of the acceleration sensor 613, the moving direction and moving amount from the initial position
are cumulatively confirmed, whereby the user’s new current location can be obtained. In this case, the current location
detecting unit 515 employing the GPS function does not have to be used.
[0145] The user’s facial orientation F may be detected, in the same way as described in the first embodiment, based
on at least output of the geomagnetic sensor 613 and acceleration sensor 614. With the present embodiment, difference
between the volume of the left earphone and the volume of the right earphone is taken as a function of a relative angle
θ in the direction of a virtual sound source as to the user’s facial orientation F. More specifically, for example, the closer
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to the orientation F the relative angle θ is, the smaller volume difference between the left and right is set, and the closer
to a direction perpendicular from the orientation F the relative angle θ is, the greater volume difference between the left
and right is set.
[0146] Fig. 26 illustrates a processing example to be executed by the control unit 500 according to the comparative
example, as a flowchart.
[0147] The comparative example is not an application (program) to perform audio navigation as described in the first
embodiment but an application including sound field reproduction processing to reproduce virtual sound in the virtual
world on the headphone as if real sound in the real world.
[0148] With the processing in Fig. 26, according to the user’s operation or external instructions, execution of the present
application is started (S31).
[0149] With this application, confirmation is made whether or not a preset bearing is included in the virtual sound
sources (S32). In the event that a preset bearing is not included, virtual sound is played with an offset angle 0 degrees
as to the user’s facial orientation F at the time of starting of execution of the application (S39). The offset 0 degrees
means to perform playback of virtual sound without changing the initial direction of each virtual sound source as to the
user’s facial orientation F. Thereafter, the processing proceeds to step S34.
[0150] In the event that a preset bearing is included in the virtual sound sources, the processing proceeds to step S33.
In step S33, based on the current user’s facial orientation F and the current location, virtual sound is created by offsetting
the direction and distance of each of the virtual sound sources. At the time of transition from step S32, virtual sound is
played by offsetting the direction of each of the virtual sound sources with the above-mentioned preset bearing. As
described above, according to the direction of each of the virtual sound sources, balance of left and right playback sound
of this virtual sound source is decided. An arrangement may be made wherein distance to each of the virtual sound
sources is obtained from the current location, and the (left and right) volume of this virtual sound source is changed
according to this distance. For example, the closer the distance is, the greater the volume of the virtual sound source is set.
[0151] Next, in step S34, based on the current left and right microphone input, the real sound in the real world is played
and output by being mixed with the virtual sound.
[0152] Thereafter, after elapse of a predetermined short period of time (N msec) (S35), the current user’s facial
orientation F is confirmed to confirm whether or not there has been significant change from the facial orientation F at
the time of the previous confirmation (S36). The significant change means that the facial orientation F has been changed
by a predetermined angle (e.g., one degree through around several degrees) or wider. In the event that there has been
significant change, the processing returns to step S33.
[0153] In the event that there has not been significant change regarding the facial orientation F, the user’s current
location is confirmed to confirm whether or not there has been significant change from the position at the time of the
previous confirmation (S37). This significant change means that the position has been changed by predetermined
distance (e.g., several tens cm through around 1 m) or longer.
[0154] In the event that there has been change in the user’s position, the processing returns to step S33. In the event
that end of the present application has been detected by the user’s operation or external instructions or the like, the
present processing is ended, or otherwise, the processing returns to step S33.
[0155] When returning to step S33 from step S36/S37/S38, based on the user’s facial orientation F and the current
location at the time, the direction and distance of each of the virtual sound sources is updated, and virtual sound is
played based on the updated results.
[0156] According to such processing, even when the user moves or changes the facial orientation within the area 700
where the virtual sound sources are disposed, a mutual relation between the real sound in the real world and the virtual
sound in the virtual world can be maintained.
[0157] Note that, with the above-mentioned description in the comparative example, the virtual sound sources have
been assumed to be fixed. However, the positions of the virtual sound sources may be changed. In this case, at the
time of execution of step S33, the direction and distance of each of the virtual sound sources is obtained with the user’s
position and facial orientation as a reference in the light of the position of each of the virtual sound sources at that time,
and control of the virtual sound sources is performed based on these.
[0158] Also, though the virtual sound sources have been prepared within the personal digital assistant, an arrangement
may be made wherein the virtual sound sources are disposed in an external server (not illustrated) which is accessible
from the personal digital assistant by wireless connection, and the acoustic signal and preset bearing and position
information of a virtual sound source are obtained from this server. Superimposing of real sound as to virtual sound is
not a vital element, and there may be an embodiment to perform playback of virtual sound alone in some cases.
[0159] Hereafter, description will be made regarding a method to more accurately obtain the user’s facial orientation
F. As illustrated in Fig. 27, in a state in which the earphone 10 is worn on the user 702’s head, the forward direction (Vf)
of the earphone 10 does not necessarily coincide with the user’s facial orientation F. Therefore, when the user wears
the earphone 10, based on the output of the acceleration sensor 12, an angle difference θ between the forward direction
vector Vf on the horizontal plane and the facial orientation F is obtained and stored. Hereafter, while wearing the earphone,
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the direction of the forward vector Vf is corrected with the angle difference θ, whereby the accurate user’s facial orientation
F at that time can be obtained. Also, a bearing where the user faces at that time can be obtained with reference to output
of the geomagnetic sensor.
[0160] Fig. 28 illustrates a state in which the user 702 wears the earphone 10, and a sensor coordinate system and
a user coordinate system in the state thereof again. Gravity vectors G as viewed from the coordinate spaces thereof
are represented with the following Expressions (1) and (2), respectively.
[Math. 1] 

[Math. 2] 

[0161] As illustrated in Fig. 29, axis transformation according to rotation around the Z axis of the earphone 10 is as
indicated in the following Expression (3).
[Math. 3] 

[0162] Here, angle φ represents an inclination angle around the Z axis of the Ys axis of the earphone 10 as to the Yu
axis. At this time, the Zs axis and Zu axis are considered to approximately agree. Gxs, Gys, and Gzs are the axial
components of the gravity vector G in the sensory coordinate system, and Gxu, Gyu, an Gzu are the axial components
of the gravity vector G in the user coordinate system.
[0163] Similarly, as illustrated in Fig. 30, axis transformation according to rotation around the X axis of the earphone
10 is as indicated in the following Expression (4).
[Math. 4] 

[0164] Here, angle ψ represents an inclination angle around the X axis of the Ys axis of the earphone 10 as to the Yu
axis. At this time, the Xs axis and Xu axis are considered to approximately agree.
[0165] Further, similarly, as illustrated in Fig. 31, axis transformation according to rotation around the Y axis of the
earphone 10 is as indicated in the following Expression (5).
[Math. 5]
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[0166] Here, angle θ represents an inclination angle around the Y axis of the Xs axis of the earphone 10 as to the Xu
axis. At this time, the Ys axis and Yu axis are considered to approximately agree.
[0167] Axis transformation with three angles φ, ψ, and θ in Expressions (3), (4), and (5) being taken into consideration
is as indicated in the following Expression (6).
[Math. 6] 

[0168] Now, if we say that a constant representing the absolute value of the gravity is g, the following Expression (7)
is obtained.
[Math. 7] 

[0169] Upon substituting this Gu for Expression (6), the following Expression (8) is obtained.
[Math. 8] 

[0170] Here, g is a constant, and the values Gxs, Gys, and Gzs of the axes of Gs are found from output of the
acceleration sensor, whereby the angles φ and ψ can be calculated. However, the angle θ is failed to be calculated.
[0171] Therefore, as illustrated in Fig. 32, the user is made to execute a nodding action when wearing the earphone.
The nodding action in the present Specification means an action wherein the user stares straight ahead from his/her
body, rotates the head forward by a predetermined angle or greater, and then returns to the original upright position.
According to this action, a vertical plane in which a vector representing the user’s facial orientation F is included is
determined.
[0172] More specifically, at the time of this nodding action, the maximum rotation angle α of the user’s head as to the
horizontal plane (Xu-Yu plane) is obtained. Description will be made later regarding how to obtain this angle α. Let us
say that the gravity vector at the time of this maximum rotation angle α is taken as a gravity vector G’. G’u is represented
as the following Expression (9).
[Math. 9] 

[0173] Upon substituting this G’u (i.e., G’xu, G’yu, and G’zu) for the above-mentioned Expression (6), the following
Expression (10) is obtained.
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[Math. 10] 

[0174] The values of G’s (i.e., G’xs, G’ys, and G’zs) are obtained from the output values of the acceleration sensor,
and the values of the angles φ and ψ have already been known from the state before the user had nodded. As a result
thereof, the angle θ can be calculated.
[0175] Now, how to obtain the maximum nodding angle α will be described. Fig. 33 illustrates a graph representing
change in acceleration components Gys (α) and Gxs (α) according to the gravity at the time of a nodding action. Both
graphs are obtained by monitoring the outputs of the X axis and Y axis of the acceleration sensor with a predetermined
sampling cycle for a predetermined period of time. As can be understood from the drawing, a maximal value is output
as sensor output at the time of the maximum nodding angle α. Therefore, the angle α can be obtained by monitoring
the maximal value thereof.
[0176] The reason why the maximal value is used is because the precision of an angle to be calculated is deteriorated
due to noise of an acceleration value according to moment of inertia during rotation of the acceleration sensor according
to a nodding action other than the maximal value. At the time of the maximum angle, the operation of the acceleration
sensor is temporarily stopped, and noise becomes the minimum.
[0177] In order to further improve the detection precision of the angle α, the gyroscope may be employed. The value
of output Gyro-a of the gyroscope at the time of taking the rotation direction of the gyroscope in a nodding action as
around an a axis changes similar to a sine wave as illustrated in Fig. 34 at the time of a nodding action. At the time of
the nodding action of the user’s head reaching the maximum angle, the rotation of the gyroscope is stopped, and output
thereof becomes 0. Therefore, output of the acceleration sensor at timing when the output Gyro-a of the gyroscope
becomes 0 is read, whereby the angle α can more accurately be calculated. However, with the present disclosure, use
of the gyroscope is not vital.
[0178] The nodding action is executed by the user as the initial action at the time of starting execution of an application
using the user’s facial orientation F which is an application to be used by wearing the earphones (headphone), or at a
predetermined time point such as at the time of connecting the earphone to the personal digital assistant, or the like. To
that end, at this predetermined time point, each time thereof, the user may be explicitly instructed to perform a nodding
action by a user interface according to display or sound (or voice). Or, this may be informed to the user using a manual
or the like as a rule of this application. In the event that a predetermined nodding action has been performed, and a
predetermined angle α has been detected, that effect may be informed to the user using display or sound (or voice).
The predetermined nodding action can be performed by confirming change in the output of the sensor as illustrated in
Fig. 33 or 34, for example. Also, in the event that the predetermined angle α is greater than a predetermined angle, the
nodding action can be determined to be malfunction. In the event that the predetermined nodding action and predeter-
mined angle α have not been detected even after elapse of a predetermined period of time after starting execution of
the application, the user may be instructed to retry the nodding action using display or sound (or voice).
[0179] With the above description, a case has been assumed wherein the personal digital assistant and the headphone
are separated. However, a configuration can also be conceived wherein the functions of the personal digital assistant
are housed in the headphone. Fig. 35 illustrates a configuration example of a personal digital assistant 100c integral
with such a headphone (earphone). This device can also be taken as a headphone in which the functions of the personal
digital assistant are housed.
[0180] A speaker 421a and a microphone 422a which are for the earphones are attached to the casing of the personal
digital assistant 100c.
[0181] In the case of a stereo type headphone, each of the left and right earphones may have the configuration in Fig.
11. In this case, control of the left and right earphones may be performed so that processing common to the left and
right is executed on only one of the earphones. Alternatively, one of the left and right earphones may have the configuration
in Fig. 35. In this case, the left and right earphones are connected between each other by cable or by radio.
[0182] Note that all of the components illustrated as the personal digital assistant 100c are not vital. Also, other
components included in an existing personal digital assistant not illustrated in the drawing may be included.
[0183] Though preferred embodiments of the present disclosure have been described so far, various modifications
and changes may be performed other than mentioned above. Specifically, it is understood as a matter of course that as
long as within a range of Claims, various modifications and combinations and other embodiments can be conceived
according to design or other factors by one skilled in the art.
[0184] For example, in the event that a headphone including left and right earphones include the above-mentioned
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posture detecting units for both the left and right, an acoustic navigation application such as the present embodiment is
arranged to use the posture detecting unit of one of the left and right earphones. Whether to use the left or right may be
set as default. Instead of this, the user may also select either of the left and right.
[0185] Though description has been made assuming navigation at the time of the user’s walking, the present disclosure
may also be applied to a situation wherein the user wearing the headphone moves riding in a vehicle such as a car or
the like.
[0186] With the present embodiment, part of factors (and processing) relating to audio navigation is responsible for
the personal digital assistant side, the part or all thereof may be responsible for the headphone (earphone) side.
[0187] A computer program to realize the functions described in the above-mentioned embodiments using a computer,
and a recording medium in which the program is stored in a computer-readable manner are also included in the present
disclosure. Examples of "recording medium" to supply the program include magnetic recording media (flexible disk, hard
disk, magnetic tape, etc.), optical discs (magneto-optical disks such as MO, PD and so forth, CD, DVD, etc.), and
semiconductor storage.
[0188] In so far as the embodiments of the invention described above are implemented, at least in part, using software-
controlled data processing apparatus, it will be appreciated that a computer program providing such software control
and a transmission, storage or other medium by which such a computer program is provided are envisaged as aspects
of the present invention.

Claims

1. An information processing apparatus (100) comprising:

circuitry (120, 123, 125, 126, 127, 128) configured to

detect a current location of the information processing apparatus;
obtain a direction of a destination from the detected current location as a target direction;
detect a facial orientation of a user wearing a headphone unit (10) comprising a geomagnetic sensor (411)
and an acceleration sensor (412) connected to the information processing apparatus via a wired or wireless
connection in relation to a reference orientation based on outputs of the geomagnetic sensor and the
acceleration sensor;
obtain a relative target angle based on a difference between the target direction and the user’s facial
orientation; and

generate sound to be output by the headphone unit based on the obtained relative target angle; wherein in
order to obtain said relative target angle the circuitry is configured to:

obtain a horizontal plane based on a gravity vector obtained based on output of the acceleration sensor;
obtain the reference orientation by projecting a geomagnetic vector obtained from an output of the geo-
magnetic sensor on the horizontal plane; and
determine a direction of a straight line where a side face of the headphone unit which is in contact with the
user’s ear or a plane parallel to the side face intersects with the horizontal plane to be the facial orientation;
and

based on an angle θd as to the reference orientation of the target direction, and an angle θf as to the reference
orientation of the facial orientation, obtain the relative target angle θx that the target direction makes up as to
the user’s facial orientation.

2. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the circuitry is configured to generate sound in a predetermined mode indicating that the user’s facial orientation
coincides with the target direction when the relative target angle is included in an angle range including 0 degrees.

3. The information processing apparatus of claim 2, wherein the predetermined mode includes at least one of a sound
pitch, a tone, a sound intensity, a sound duration, a playback interval, an audio message, and a silence.

4. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the circuitry is configured to generate sound in a first mode when the relative target angle is in a first angle range,
and generate sound in a second mode, which is different from the first mode, when the relative target angle is outside
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of the first angle range and included in a second angle range.

5. The information processing apparatus of claim 4, wherein
the headphone unit includes left and right earphones, and
the circuitry is configured to generate the sound by changing a volume of the left or right earphone based on whether
the target direction is on the user’s right side or left side when the relative target angle is outside of the first angle
range and included in the second angle range.

6. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the headphone unit further includes a gyro sensor.

7. The information processing apparatus of claim 4, wherein
the circuitry is configured to generate sound in a third mode when the relative target angle is included in a third
angle range corresponding to a rear side of the user’s facial orientation.

8. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the circuitry is further configured to:

obtain distance from the current location to the destination; and
change the sound output from the headphone unit to another mode based on the obtained distance.

9. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the circuitry is configured to:

control outputting a notification to the user prompting the user to perform an action to nod the user’s head in a
front direction; and
based on an output of the acceleration sensor in a state before nodding and in a state of a maximum nodding
angle, obtain an error between the forward direction of the headphone unit and the user’s facial orientation; and
correct the user’s facial orientation based on the error.

10. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the circuitry is configured to obtain the target direction based on a latitude longitude direction of the destination
obtained using a map database, and latitude longitude information of the current location.

11. An information processing method performed by an information processing apparatus (100), the method comprising:

detecting a current location of the information processing apparatus;
obtaining a direction of a destination from the detected current location as a target direction;
detecting a facial orientation of a user wearing a headphone unit (10) comprising a geomagnetic sensor (411)
and an acceleration sensor (412) connected to the information processing apparatus via a wired or wireless
connection in relation to a reference orientation based on outputs of the geomagnetic sensor and the acceleration
sensor;
obtaining a relative target angle based on a difference between the target direction and the user’s facial orien-
tation; and
generating sound to be output by the headphone unit based on the obtained relative target angle; and

in order to obtain said relative target angle:

obtaining a horizontal plane based on a gravity vector obtained based on output of the acceleration sensor; and
obtaining the reference orientation by projecting a geomagnetic vector obtained from an output of the geomag-
netic sensor on the horizontal plane; and
determining a direction of a straight line where a side face of the headphone unit which is in contact with the
user’s ear or a plane parallel to the side face intersects with the horizontal plane to be the facial orientation; and
based on an angle θd as to the reference orientation of the target direction, and an angle θf as to the reference
orientation of the facial orientation, obtaining the relative target angle θx that the target direction makes up as
to the user’s facial orientation.

Patentansprüche

1. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung (100), umfassend:
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Schaltkreis (120, 123, 125, 126, 127, 128), der für Folgendes ausgelegt ist:

Erfassen einer aktuellen Position der Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung;
Erhalten einer Richtung eines Ziels aus der erfassten aktuellen Position als eine Zielrichtung;
Erfassen einer Gesichtsorientierung eines Benutzers, der eine Kopfhörereinheit (10) trägt, die einen geomag-
netischen Sensor (411) und einen Beschleunigungssensor (412) umfasst, die mit der Informationsverarbei-
tungsvorrichtung über eine drahtgebundene oder drahtlose Verbindung in Bezug auf eine Referenzorientierung
verbunden ist, basierend auf Ausgaben des geomagnetischen Sensors und des Beschleunigungssensors;
Erhalten eines relativen Zielwinkels auf der Grundlage einer Differenz zwischen der Zielrichtung und der Ge-
sichtsorientierung des Benutzers; und
Erzeugen von Schall, der von der Kopfhörereinheit auf der Grundlage des erhaltenen relativen Zielwinkels
ausgegeben wird; wobei, um den relativen Zielwinkel zu erhalten, die Schaltung für Folgendes ausgelegt ist:

Erhalten einer horizontalen Ebene auf der Grundlage eines Gravitationsvektors, der basierend auf der
Ausgabe des Beschleunigungssensors erhalten wird;
Erhalten der Referenzorientierung durch Projizieren eines geomagnetischen Vektors, der aus einer Aus-
gabe des geomagnetischen Sensors auf der horizontalen Ebene erhalten wird; und
Bestimmen einer Richtung einer geraden Linie, bei der eine Seitenfläche der Kopfhörereinheit, die mit dem
Ohr des Benutzers in Kontakt steht, oder eine Ebene, die parallel zur Seitenfläche verläuft, sich mit der
horizontalen Ebene schneidet, um die Gesichtsorientierung zu ergeben; und
basierend auf einem Winkel θd bezüglich der Referenzorientierung der Zielrichtung, und einem Winkel θf
bezüglich der Referenzorientierung der Gesichtsorientierung, Erhalten des relativen Zielwinkels θx zur
Zielrichtung relativ zur Gesichtsorientierung des Benutzers.

2. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Schaltung dafür ausgelegt ist, Schall in einem vorbestimmten Modus zu erzeugen, der angibt, dass die Ge-
sichtsorientierung des Benutzers mit der Zielrichtung übereinstimmt, wenn der relative Zielwinkel in einem Winkel-
bereich, der 0 Grad einschließt, enthalten ist.

3. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei der vorbestimmte Modus mindestens eines von einer
Tonhöhe, einem Ton, einer Schallintensität, einer Schalldauer, einem Wiedergabeintervall, einer Audiomeldung
und einer Stille beinhaltet.

4. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Schaltung dafür ausgelegt ist, Schall in einem ersten Modus zu erzeugen, wenn der relative Zielwinkel in einem
ersten Winkelbereich liegt, und Schall in einem zweiten Modus zu erzeugen, der sich vom ersten Modus unterschei-
det, wenn der relative Zielwinkel außerhalb des ersten Winkelbereichs liegt und in einem zweiten Winkelbereich
enthalten ist.

5. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 4, wobei
die Kopfhörereinheit linke und rechte Kopfhörer beinhaltet, und
die Schaltung dafür ausgelegt ist, den Schalll durch Ändern einer Lautstärke des linken oder rechten Kopfhörers
zu erzeugen, basierend darauf, ob die Zielrichtung auf der rechten oder linken Seite des Benutzers liegt, wenn der
relative Zielwinkel außerhalb des ersten Winkelbereichs liegt und im zweiten Winkelbereich enthalten ist.

6. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Kopfhörereinheit ferner einen Gyrosensor bein-
haltet.

7. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 4, wobei
die Schaltung dafür ausgelegt ist, Schall in einem dritten Modus zu erzeugen, wenn der relative Zielwinkel in einem
dritten Winkelbereich enthalten ist, der einer Rückseite der Gesichtsorientierung des Benutzers entspricht.

8. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schaltung ferner für Folgendes ausgelegt ist:

Erhalten von Entfernung von der aktuellen Position bis zum Ziel; und
Ändern der Schallausgabe der Kopfhörereinheit in einen anderen Modus, basierend auf der erhaltenen Entfer-
nung.
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9. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schaltung für Folgendes ausgelegt ist: Steuern
der Ausgabe einer Benachrichtigung an den Benutzer, die den Benutzer auffordert, eine Aktion des Nickens des
Kopfes des Benutzers in einer vorderen Richtung auszuführen; und
basierend auf einer Ausgabe des Beschleunigungssensors in einem Zustand vor dem Nicken und in einem Zustand
maximalen Nickens, Erhalten eines Fehler zwischen der Vorwärtsrichtung der Kopfhörereinheit und der Gesichts-
orientierung des Benutzers; und
Korrigieren der Gesichtsorientierung des Benutzers auf der Grundlage des Fehlers.

10. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Schaltung dafür ausgelegt ist, die Zielrichtung basierend auf einer Breitengrad-Längengrad-Richtung des Ziels,
die unter Verwendung einer Kartendatenbank erhalten wird, und Breitengrad-Längengrad-Informationen der aktu-
ellen Position zu erhalten.

11. Informationsverarbeitungsverfahren, das von einer Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung (100) durchgeführt wird,
wobei das Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

Erfassen einer aktuellen Position der Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung;
Erhalten einer Richtung eines Ziels aus der erfassten aktuellen Position als eine Zielrichtung;
Erfassen einer Gesichtsorientierung eines Benutzers, der eine Kopfhörereinheit (10) trägt, die einen geomag-
netischen Sensor (411) und einen Beschleunigungssensor (412) umfasst, die mit der Informationsverarbei-
tungsvorrichtung über eine drahtgebundene oder drahtlose Verbindung in Bezug auf eine Referenzorientierung
verbunden ist, basierend auf Ausgaben des geomagnetischen Sensors und des Beschleunigungssensors;
Erhalten eines relativen Zielwinkels auf der Grundlage einer Differenz zwischen der Zielrichtung und der Ge-
sichtsorientierung des Benutzers; und
Erzeugen von Schall, der von der Kopfhörereinheit basierend auf dem erhaltenen relativen Zielwinkel auszu-
geben ist; und

zum Erhalten des relativen Zielwinkels:

Erhalten einer horizontalen Ebene auf der Grundlage eines Gravitationsvektors, der basierend auf der Ausgabe
des Beschleunigungssensors erhalten wird; und
Erhalten der Referenzorientierung durch Projizieren eines geomagnetischen Vektors, der aus einer Ausgabe
des geomagnetischen Sensors auf der horizontalen Ebene erhalten wird; und
Bestimmen einer Richtung einer geraden Linie, bei der eine Seitenfläche der Kopfhörereinheit, die mit dem Ohr
des Benutzers in Kontakt steht, oder eine Ebene, die parallel zur Seitenfläche verläuft, sich mit der horizontalen
Ebene schneidet, um die Gesichtsorientierung zu ergeben; und
basierend auf einem Winkel θd bezüglich der Referenzorientierung der Zielrichtung, und einem Winkel θf be-
züglich der Referenzorientierung der Gesichtsorientierung, Erhalten des relativen Zielwinkels θx zur Zielrichtung
relativ zur Gesichtsorientierung des Benutzers.

Revendications

1. Appareil de traitement d’informations (100), comprenant :
une circuiterie (120, 123, 125, 126, 127, 128), configurée pour :

détecter une localisation actuelle de l’appareil de traitement d’informations ;
obtenir, en tant que direction cible, une direction d’une destination à partir de la localisation actuelle détectée ;
détecter une orientation faciale d’un utilisateur portant une unité casque d’écoute (10) comprenant un capteur
géomagnétique (411) et un capteur d’accélération (412) connectés à l’appareil de traitement d’informations par
l’intermédiaire d’une connexion câblée ou sans fil par rapport à une orientation de référence, sur la base de
sorties du capteur géomagnétique et du capteur d’accélération ;
obtenir un angle cible relatif sur la base d’une différence entre la direction cible et l’orientation faciale de
l’utilisateur ; et
générer un son à émettre par l’unité casque d’écoute, sur la base de l’angle cible relatif obtenu ;
pour obtenir ledit angle cible relatif, la circuiterie étant configurée pour :

obtenir un plan horizontal, sur la base d’un vecteur de gravité obtenu sur la base d’une sortie du capteur
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d’accélération ;
obtenir l’orientation de référence en projetant un vecteur géomagnétique obtenu à partir d’une sortie du
capteur géomagnétique sur le plan horizontal ; et
déterminer une direction d’une ligne droite où une face latérale de l’unité casque d’écoute, qui est en contact
avec les oreilles de l’utilisateur, ou un plan parallèle à la face latérale coupe le plan horizontal qui doit être
l’orientation faciale ; et
sur la base d’un angle θd en ce qui concerne l’orientation de référence de la direction cible et d’un angle
θf en ce qui concerne l’orientation de référence de l’orientation faciale, obtenir l’angle cible relatif θx que
constitue la direction cible en ce qui concerne l’orientation faciale de l’utilisateur.

2. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :
la circuiterie est configurée pour générer un son dans un mode prédéterminé indiquant que l’orientation faciale de
l’utilisateur coïncide avec la direction cible quand l’angle cible relatif est inclus dans une plage angulaire incluant
un angle de 0 degré.

3. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le mode prédéterminé inclut au moins
un mode parmi une hauteur de son, une tonalité, une intensité sonore, une durée de son, un intervalle de lecture,
un message audio et un silence.

4. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :
la circuiterie est configurée pour générer un son dans un premier mode quand l’angle cible relatif est dans une
première plage angulaire, et générer un son dans un deuxième mode, qui est différent du premier mode, quand
l’angle cible relatif est en dehors de la première plage angulaire et inclus dans une deuxième plage angulaire.

5. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 4, dans lequel :

l’unité casque d’écoute comprend des écouteurs gauche et droit, et
la circuiterie est configurée pour générer le son en changeant un volume de l’écouteur gauche ou droit selon
que la direction cible est sur le côté droit ou le côté gauche de l’utilisateur quand l’angle cible relatif est en
dehors de la première plage angulaire et inclus dans la deuxième plage angulaire.

6. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 1, dans l’unité casque d’écoute comprend en outre un
capteur gyroscopique.

7. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 4, dans lequel :
la circuiterie est configurée pour générer un son dans un troisième mode quand l’angle cible relatif est inclus dans
une troisième plage angulaire correspondant à un côté arrière de l’orientation faciale de l’utilisateur.

8. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la circuiterie est en outre configurée pour :

obtenir une distance de la localisation actuelle à la destination ; et
changer la sortie sonore de l’unité casque d’écoute dans un autre mode sur la base de la distance obtenue.

9. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la circuiterie est configurée pour :

contrôler l’émission d’une notification pour l’utilisateur, demandant à l’utilisateur de réaliser une action de ho-
chement de la tête de l’utilisateur dans une direction avant ; et
sur la base d’une sortie du capteur d’accélération dans un état avant hochement et dans un état d’angle de
hochement maximum, obtenir une erreur entre la direction avant de l’unité casque d’écoute et l’orientation
faciale de l’utilisateur ; et
corriger l’orientation faciale de l’utilisateur sur la base de l’erreur.

10. Appareil de traitement d’informations selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :
la circuiterie est configurée pour obtenir la direction cible sur la base d’une direction de latitude et longitude de la
destination obtenue au moyen d’une base de données de cartes, et d’une information de latitude et longitude de la
localisation actuelle.

11. Procédé de traitement d’informations réalisé par un appareil de traitement d’informations (100), le procédé consistant
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à :

détecter une localisation actuelle de l’appareil de traitement d’informations ;
obtenir, en tant que direction cible, une direction d’une destination à partir de la localisation actuelle détectée ;
détecter une orientation faciale d’un utilisateur portant une unité casque d’écoute (10) comprenant un capteur
géomagnétique (411) et un capteur d’accélération (412) connectés à l’appareil de traitement d’informations par
l’intermédiaire d’une connexion câblée ou sans fil par rapport à une orientation de référence, sur la base de
sorties du capteur géomagnétique et du capteur d’accélération ;
obtenir un angle cible relatif sur la base d’une différence entre la direction cible et l’orientation faciale de
l’utilisateur ; et
générer un son à émettre par l’unité casque d’écoute, sur la base de l’angle cible relatif obtenu ;
et pour obtenir ledit angle cible relatif :

obtenir un plan horizontal, sur la base d’un vecteur de gravité obtenu sur la base d’une sortie du capteur
d’accélération ; et
obtenir l’orientation de référence en projetant un vecteur géomagnétique obtenu à partir d’une sortie du
capteur géomagnétique sur le plan horizontal ; et
déterminer une direction d’une ligne droite où une face latérale de l’unité casque d’écoute, qui est en contact
avec les oreilles de l’utilisateur, ou un plan parallèle à la face latérale coupe le plan horizontal qui doit être
l’orientation faciale ; et
sur la base d’un angle θd en ce qui concerne l’orientation de référence de la direction cible et d’un angle
θf en ce qui concerne l’orientation de référence de l’orientation faciale, obtenir l’angle cible relatif θx que
constitue la direction cible en ce qui concerne l’orientation faciale de l’utilisateur.
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