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(54) Voltage discharging device of vehicle and voltage discharging method thereof

(57) Provided is a voltage discharging device. The
voltage discharging device includes a battery, an inverter
converting a DC power supplied from the battery into an
AC power to output the converted AC power, a motor
driven by the AC power outputted through the inverter,
a main relay disposed between the battery and the in-
verter to switch the DC power supplied from the battery
into the inverter, and a control unit detecting a key-off
signal of the vehicle to discharge a DC link voltage of the
inverter when the key-off signal is detected. The control
unit discharges the DC link voltage by applying one of
first and second forced discharging logics different from
each other according to a driving state of the vehicle at
a time point at which the key-off signal is detected.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119 and 35 U.S.C. 365 to Korean Patent Application
No. 10-2012-0109550 (filed on September 28, 2012), which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Embodiments relates to a vehicle, and more particularly, to a vehicle and a voltage discharging method thereof.
[0003] An inverter system that is a motor control unit used in eco-friendly vehicles is a main component belonging to
an electric motor of a vehicle as an electric/electronic sub assembly (ESA) that converts a high-voltage DC power into
an AC or DC power for controlling a motor.
[0004] As described above, a permanent magnet type motor may be applied to the eco-friendly vehicles. A motor that
is applied as a driving unit in the eco-friendly vehicles is driven by phase current transmitted from an inverter for converting
a DC voltage into a three-phase voltage by a pulse width modulation (PWM) signal of a control unit through a first high-
voltage power cable.
[0005] Fig. 1 is a view illustrating a voltage discharging device of a vehicle according to a related art.
[0006] Referring to Fig. 1, a voltage discharging device includes a fuel cell 10 for generating electricity, a motor 30
driven by the electric power generated in the fuel cell 10, an inverter 20 converting a DC voltage outputted from the fuel
cell 10 into a three-phase AC power to supply the converted three-phase AC power as a power source for driving the
motor 30, a motor control unit 40 controlling the inverter 20 according to a PWM signal to phase-change the inverter 20,
and a DC/DC converter 50 converting a voltage to supply the power generated from the fuel cell 10 as a power source
for various loads of the vehicle.
[0007] A high-rank control unit for generally controlling an overall operation of the vehicle may be a hybrid control unit
(HCU). The HCU communicates with a motor control unit that is a low-rank control unit through a predetermined method
to control a torque, velocity, and power generation torque of the motor that is a driving source. Also, the HCU communicates
with an engine control unit (ECU) controlling an engine for generating a voltage power as an auxiliary power source to
control an engine starting-related relay and diagnose faults of the engine starting-related relay.
[0008] The vehicle discharges a DC link voltage of the inverter, i.e., a voltage charged in a DC link capacitor by using
a cement resistor according to an occurrence of key-off that is a part of a safety design for a high voltage.
[0009] However, in the above-described DC link voltage discharging system using the cement resistor, the DC link
voltage should be forcibly discharged for safety in high-voltage when the key-off occurs. In this process, regular heat
may be generated in the resistor itself.
[0010] To solve the above-described limitation, technologies for discharging electricity energy charged in the inverter
capacitor into a battery through the control of the PWM signal by using the DC/DC converter are proposed.
[0011] However, since the above-described DC link voltage discharging system has power consumption of about 10
W, it may take a long time, i.e., about 10 seconds to fully discharge the electricity energy. Thus, the DC link voltage
discharging system may have a limitation in stability.
[0012] Also, to solve the above-described limitation, technologies in which the main relay is opened to perform a forced
discharging logic when the situation such as the key-off occurs, thereby forcibly discharging the DC link voltage are
proposed.
[0013] However, the above-described DC link voltage discharging system may perform the forced discharging logic
regardless of conditions when the vehicle is driven. As a result, a driver may be placed in a dangerous situation.
[0014] That is to say, according to the related art, the forced discharging logic may be performed regardless of the
driving conditions of the vehicle to cause a software bug such as a case in which the forced discharging logic is performed
while the high voltage is applied. As a result, overcurrent may be introduced into the inverter to damage the inverter and
the relevant components such as the relay, the battery, and the high-voltage cable, thereby causing malfunction.

SUMMARY

[0015] Embodiments provide a voltage discharging device of a vehicle, to which forced discharging logics different
from each other are applied according to a driving state of the vehicle to improve stability in the forced discharging
operation, and a voltage discharging method thereof.
[0016] The feature of the present disclosure is not limited to the aforesaid, but other features not described herein will
be clearly understood by those skilled in the art from descriptions below.
[0017] In one embodiment, a voltage discharging device of a vehicle includes: a battery; an inverter converting a DC
power supplied from the battery into an AC power to output the converted AC power; a motor driven by the AC power
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outputted through the inverter; a main relay disposed between the battery and the inverter to switch the DC power
supplied from the battery into the inverter; and a control unit detecting a key-off signal of the vehicle to discharge a DC
link voltage of the inverter when the key-off signal is detected, wherein the control unit discharges the DC link voltage
by applying one of first and second forced discharging logics different from each other according to a driving state of
the vehicle at a time point at which the key-off signal is detected.
[0018] The control unit may determine a time point at which the main relay is opened according to the confirmed driving
state of the vehicle, and the first and second forced discharging logics may respectively have different time points at
which the main relay is opened.
[0019] The time point at which the main relay is opened may include a time point at which a preset time elapses from
the time point at which the key-off occurs when the driving state of the vehicle is the first state corresponding to driving
of the vehicle, and a time point at which the key-off occurs when the driving state of the vehicle is the first state corre-
sponding to stopping of the vehicle
[0020] The control unit may store information including at least one of a driving speed of the vehicle, output current
of the inverter, and motor input current to determine the driving state of the vehicle by using the stored information.
[0021] When the key-off occurs, the driving state may be determined by using information received at the time point
at which the key-off occurs and information finally stored before the time point at which the key-off occurs.
[0022] The control unit may set q-axis current supplied into the motor to a zero value and d-axis current to a maximum
value to forcibly discharge the DC link voltage.
[0023] In another embodiment, a voltage discharging method of a vehicle includes: generating a key-off signal of the
vehicle; confirming a driving state of the vehicle at a time point at which the key-off signal is generated when the key-
off signal is generated; and applying one of first and second forced discharging logics different from each other according
to the confirmed driving state of the vehicle to discharge a DC link voltage.
[0024] The voltage discharging method may further include periodically monitoring the driving state of the vehicle by
using information including at least one of a driving speed of the vehicle, output current of an inverter, and motor input
current.
[0025] The first forced discharging logic may be applied when the driving state of the vehicle is a first state corresponding
to driving of the vehicle, and the second forced discharging logic may be applied when the driving state of the vehicle
is a second state corresponding to stopping of the vehicle.
[0026] The first and second forced discharging logics may respectively have different time points at which a main relay
is opened.
[0027] The discharging of the DC link voltage may include: maintaining a short-circuit state of a main relay for a preset
time from the time point at which the key-off occurs when the driving state of the vehicle is the first state; changing the
state of the main relay into an opened state when the preset time elapses; and forcibly discharging the DC link voltage.
[0028] The discharging of the DC link voltage may include: changing the state of the main relay into an opened state
at the time point at which the key-off occurs when the driving state of the vehicle is the second state; and forcibly
discharging the DC link voltage.
[0029] The forcibly discharging of the DC link voltage may include setting q-axis current applied into a motor to a zero
value and d-axis current to a maximum value to forcibly discharge the DC link voltage.
[0030] The details of one or more embodiments are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the description below.
Other features will be apparent from the description and drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0031] Fig. 1 is a view illustrating a voltage discharging device of a vehicle according to a related art.
[0032] Fig. 2 is a view illustrating a voltage discharging device of a vehicle according to an embodiment.
[0033] Figs. 3 and 4 are views for explaining a forced discharging logic according to an embodiment.
[0034] Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a voltage discharging method of a vehicle according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0035] The following just illustrates the principle of the invention. Therefore, although not clearly described or not
shown, one or ordinary skill in the art would be able to devise various apparatuses which embody the principle of the
invention and are according to the concept and scope of the invention. In addition, it should be understood that all
conditional terms and embodiments listed in the specification are, in principle, clearly intended only for the purpose of
understanding the concept of the invention and are not limited to the specifically-listed embodiments and statuses.
[0036] In addition, the principle, viewpoint, and embodiments of the present invention and all detailed descriptions of
specific embodiments should be understood to be intended to include the structural and functional equivalents of the
matter. In addition, these equivalents should be understood to include currently, well-known equivalents and equivalents
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to be developed in future, i.e., all elements that are invented to perform the same function regardless of structures.
[0037] Fig. 2 is a view illustrating a voltage discharging device of a vehicle according to an embodiment.
[0038] Referring to Fig. 2, a voltage discharging device of a vehicle includes a battery 110, a main relay 120, an inverter
130, a motor 140, and a control unit 150.
[0039] The above-described vehicle may be a complete eco-friendly vehicle which receives a power from the battery
110, and controls the motor 140 by a motor controller that is a representative inverter 130 to achieve optimal efficiency,
and replaces an engine with an electric motor to completely prevent noxious gases from being generated.
[0040] The battery 110 may include a battery pack constituted by a plurality of battery cells.
[0041] It may be necessary to apply a uniform voltage to each of the battery cells included in the battery pack, thereby
improving a life cycle and realize a high output.
[0042] Thus, the control unit 150 may control the battery cells while charging or discharging the battery cells so that
each of the battery cells has an adequate voltage.
[0043] However, it may be difficult to maintain an equilibrium state of the plurality of battery cells due to various factors
such as a change in an internal impedence. Thus, a separate battery management system (not shown) may have a
balancing function for equiponderating changing states of the plurality of battery cells.
[0044] For example, a difference in a state of charge (SOC) between the between cells of the battery pack as a time
elapses may occur due to a difference in discharge rates of the battery cells of the battery pack. As a result, the vehicle
may include separate circuits for booting and/or bucking in each of the battery cells to overcome the unbalance in capacity
between the battery cells.
[0045] Also, the at least one battery cells may be realized as various kinds of battery cells. For example, the at least
one battery cell may include a nickel-cadmium battery, a lead battery, a nickel metal hydride battery, a lithium ion battery,
a lithium polymer battery, a metal lithium battery, an air zinc battery, and the like.
[0046] The main relay 120 is connected to a predetermined power line connected to the battery 110 to switch a DC
power source outputted through the battery 110.
[0047] Although only one main relay is disposed on the power line in the drawings, the present disclosure is not limited
thereto. For example, the number of main relay may be increased.
[0048] For example, the main relay may include a first main relay connected to a positive terminal to switch the DC
power source and a second main relay connected to a negative terminal to switch the DC power source.
[0049] The inverter 130 receives a DC power from the battery 110 according to the switched state of the main relay 120.
[0050] Also, the inverter 130 converts the DC power supplied from the battery 110 into an AC power to supply the
converted AC power into the motor 140.
[0051] The AC power converted by the inverter 130 may be a three-phase AC power.
[0052] Particularly, the inverter 130 may include an insulated gate bipolar transistor (IGBT). The inverter may perform
pulse width modulation switching according to a control signal applied from the control unit 150 to phase-change the
power supplied from the battery 110, thereby driving the motor 140.
[0053] The motor 140 may include a stator (not shown) that is not rotated, but is fixed and a rotor (not shown) that is
rotated. The motor 140 receives the AC power supplied through the inverter 130.
[0054] For example, the motor 140 may be a three-phase motor. When a voltage-variable/frequency-variable AC
power for each phase is applied to a coil of the stator for each phase, a rotation rate of the rotor may vary according to
the applied frequency.
[0055] The motor 140 may include various motors such as an induction motor, a blushless DC motor (BLDC), a
reluctance motor, and the like.
[0056] A driving gear (not shown) may be disposed on a side of the motor 140. The driving gear converts rotation
energy of the motor 140 according to a gear ratio. The rotation energy outputted from the driving gear may be transmitted
into a front wheel and/or a rear wheel to drive the electric vehicle.
[0057] Although not shown, the vehicle may further include an electronic controller for controlling overall electronic
devices of the vehicle. The electronic controller (not shown) may control the electronic devices so that the electronic
devices are operated and displayed. Also, the electronic controller may control the above-described battery management
system.
[0058] Also, the electronic controller may generate operation command values according to various operation modes
(a driving mode, a backward mode, an idle mode, and a packing mode) on the basis of detection signals transmitted
from an inclination angle detection unit (not shown) for detecting an inclination angle of the electric vehicle, a velocity
detection unit (not shown) for detecting a velocity of the electric vehicle, a brake detection unit (not shown) for detecting
an operation of a brake, and an accelerator detection unit (not shown) for detecting an operation of the accelerator pedal.
Here, the operation command values may be, for example, a toque command value or a velocity command value.
[0059] The vehicle according to an embodiment may include a battery electric vehicle using a battery and motor and
a hybrid electric vehicle using an engine, battery, and motor.
[0060] Here, the hybrid electric vehicle may further include a switching unit for selecting at least one of the battery
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and the engine and a transmission. The hybrid electric vehicle may be classified into a series type electric vehicle in
which mechanical energy outputted from the engine and a parallel type electric vehicle in which mechanical energy
outputted from the engine and electrical energy outputted from the battery are used at the same time.
[0061] The control unit 150 controls an operation of the inverter 130.
[0062] For example, the control unit 150 may calculate a driving value for driving the motor 140 by using current (three-
phase current) supplied into the motor 140 to generate a switching signal (the PWM signal) for controlling the inverter
130 according to the calculated driving value.
[0063] Thus, the inverter 130 may selectively perform an ON-OFF operation according to the switching signal generated
through the control unit 150 to convert the DC power into the AC power.
[0064] The control unit 150 receives traveling information for periodically confirming a traveling state (a driving state)
of the vehicle.
[0065] Also, the control unit 150 monitors the traveling state (the driving state) of the vehicle by using the stored
traveling information.
[0066] The control unit 150 may periodically determine whether key-off occurs to stop an operation of the motor 140
according to the occurrence of the key-off.
[0067] Here, the key-off may occur while the vehicle is driven. Alternatively, the key-off may occur in a state where
the vehicle is stopped.
[0068] Thus, the control unit 150 may confirm the traveling state (the driving state) of the vehicle at a time point at
which the key-off occurs with respect to the traveling state (the driving state) according to the traveling information of
the vehicle. Then, the control unit 150 may apply conditions different from each other according to the confirmed traveling
state (the driving state) to perform forced discharging.
[0069] Here, the traveling information of the vehicle may include a driving speed of the vehicle and output current (or
motor input current) of the inverter.
[0070] Thus, the control unit 150 combines the plurality of traveling information with each other through an AND or
OR condition to confirm the traveling state (driving state) of the vehicle at the time point at which the key-off occurs
according to the combined conditions.
[0071] However, it may be difficult to confirm the traveling state (driving state) of the vehicle at the time point at which
the key-off occurs. As a result, the control unit 150 may continuously monitor a real-time variation of the traveling
information at a time point before the key-off occurs.
[0072] Thus, when the key-off occurs, the control unit 150 may confirm the traveling state (driving state) by using the
finally stored traveling information. Alternatively, the control unit 150 may acquire the traveling information at the time
point at which the key-off occurs to confirm the traveling state (driving state).
[0073] Thereafter, when the traveling state (driving state) of the vehicle corresponds to a first condition (traveling) at
the time point at which the key-off occurs, the control unit 150 performs the forced discharging by applying the logic as
shown in Fig. 3.
[0074] That is, if the key-off occurs while the vehicle is traveling, the control unit 150 does not just open the main relay
120, but allows the main relay 120 to be maintained in a short-circuit state for a predetermined time.
[0075] Here, the predetermined time may be a time of about three seconds to four seconds.
[0076] The key-off during the traveling may occur by following cases.
[0077] First, the key-off may occur by inexperienced manipulation of a user.
[0078] When the key-off occurs by the inexperienced manipulation, if the forced discharging operation is performed,
the driver may be in danger due to a sudden driving stop. As a result, this may be affected as vehicle accident.
[0079] Second, the key-off may occur by vehicle crash.
[0080] When the key-off occurs by the vehicle crash as described above, if the forced discharging operation is performed
just, this may block that the driver moves out of the scene of the vehicle accident. Thus, secondarily vehicle accident
may occur.
[0081] Therefore, in the current embodiment, the traveling information of the vehicle may be confirmed by using the
driving speed of the vehicle and the output current of the inverter (or motor input current) as illustrated in Fig. 3. Then,
when the traveling state (driving state) at the time point at which the key-off occurs corresponds to the first condition,
the present state may be maintained for a predetermined time.
[0082] That is to say, the control unit 150 does not just open the main relay 120 at the time point at which the key-off
occurs, but allows the main relay 120 to be maintained in a short-circuit state for a predetermined time.
[0083] Also, after the predetermined time elapses, the control unit 150 may change the main relay 120 into the short-
circuit state. Then, after the main relay 120 is changed into the short-circuit state, the forced discharging operation may
be performed.
[0084] The forced discharging operation may be performed by following methods.
[0085] Generally, an interior permanent magnet synchronous motor (IPMSM) that is a three-phase AC motor may be
applied as a motor applied for vehicles. This is done because the IPMSM has features such as a high output per weight,
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high mechanical reliability, and high speed possibility.
[0086] The three-phase AC motor may perform a vector control in which U, V, and W three-phase current is divided
into two phases such as d-axis current that is magnetic flux control current and q-axis current that is torque control
current and then controlled. In the control process as described above, a time-varying parameter may be removed, and
variables and parameters are expressed as a direct (d) axis and a quadrature-axis (q) which are perpendicular to or
separated from each other.
[0087] Generally, the d-axis and q-axis are fixed to the stator in a stationary coordinate system. On the other hand,
the reference axis is rotated in a rotating coordinate system.
[0088] The rotating coordinate system may be fixed to a rotating magnet position or move at a synchronous speed.
Also, in a case of sinusoidal source, since the variables in a module of the coordinate system rotated at the synchronous
speed are shown as an amount of DC current in a normal state, it may be difficult to easily control the rotating coordinate
system.
[0089] A voltage equation of the motor in the synchronous coordinate system may be expressed as the following
Mathematical Equation 1.

[0090] The reference symbols vd, Rs, and id represent a d-axis voltage, a motor phasing resistance, and d-axis current,
respectively. Also, reference symbols Ld and ω represent an inductance and a motor angular velocity, respectively.
[0091] Also, the reference symbols vq, iq, Lq, and ΨF represent a q-axis voltage, q-axis current, a q-axis inductance,
and a permanent magnet flux, respectively.
[0092] The torque equation generated in the above-described motor may be expressed as the following Mathematical
Equation 2. 

[0093] The reference symbols T, P, Ld, Lq, id, iq, and ΨF represent a torque of the motor, the number of poles in the
permanent magnet, a d-axis inductance, a q-axis inductance, d-axis current, q-axis current, and a permanent magnet
flux, respectively.
[0094] Thus, of the q-axis current is zero, a torque is not generated even though significant large current flows. Thus,
when the key-off of the vehicle or an air-back operation signal is detected, if the q-axis current is not applied, and only
the d-axis current is applied, the current may be lost as heat in the most motors without generating the torque of the motor.
[0095] Thus, the q-axis current and the d-axis current are respectively set to zero and a maximum value by the control
unit 150 to perform the forced discharging operation.
[0096] When the traveling state (driving state) of the vehicle corresponds to a second condition corresponding to a
stop state at the time point at which the key-off occurs, the control unit 150 performs the forced discharging by applying
the logic as shown in Fig. 4.
[0097] That is to say, when the key-off occurs, the control unit 150 outputs a signal for opening the main relay 120
just at the time point at which the key-off occurs to prevent the DC power from being supplied from the battery 110 into
the inverter 130.
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[0098] Thereafter, the control unit 150 may perform the forced discharging operation as described above as the main
relay 120 is opened to discharge the DC link voltage stored in the DC line capacitor.
[0099] As described above, according to the current embodiment, when the key-off occurs, a method with respect to
the case in which the vehicle (driving motor) is driven may be realized to prevent the driver from being placed in a
dangerous situation due to the power off of the inverter/motor as described above.
[0100] Also, the software bug such as the forced discharging while the high voltage is applied may be prevented to
prevent overcurrent from being introduced into the inverter (e.g., IGBT). Thus, it may prevent the inverter and the relevant
components such as the high-voltage relay, the battery, and the high-voltage cable from being damaged or malfunctioned.
[0101] Also, according to the current embodiment, the forced discharging may be performed after the short-circuit
state of the main relay is maintained for the predetermined time when the vehicle (the driving motor) is driven. Thus, it
may prevent the forced discharging operation from being abnormally performed, and also, it may prevent the human
from being damaged by a non-discharged high voltage.
[0102] Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a voltage discharging method of a vehicle according to an embodiment.
[0103] Referring to Fig. 5, a control unit 150 receives and stores traveling information for confirming a traveling state
(a driving state) of a vehicle (S102).
[0104] Here, the traveling information may include a driving speed of the vehicle and output current of the inverter (or
motor input current). Also, the traveling state may include a first state that represents that the vehicle is traveling at the
present and a second state that represents the vehicle is stopped.
[0105] Thereafter, the control unit 150 determines whether key-off occurs (S102).
[0106] In the determination result (S102), if the key-off occurs, the control unit 140 analyzes traveling information at
a time point at which the key-off occurs and traveling information finally stored before a time point at which the key-off
occurs (S103).
[0107] Thereafter, the control unit 150 determines whether the key-off occurs while the vehicle is traveling or when
the vehicle is stopped according to the analyzed results (S104).
[0108] In the determination result (S104), if the key-off occurs during the traveling of the vehicle, the control unit 150
may maintain a main relay 120 into a short-circuit state (S105).
[0109] Thereafter, in the determination result (S105), it is determined whether a predetermined time elapses from the
time point at which the key-off occurs (S106).
[0110] In the determination result (S106), if the present time point corresponds to a time point before the predetermined
time elapses from the time point at which the key-off occurs, the main relay 120 may be maintained in the short-circuit
state. On the other hand, the present time point corresponds to a time point after the predetermined time elapses from
the time point at which the key-off occurs, the control unit 150 changes the state of the main relay 120 into an opened
sate (S107).
[0111] Thereafter, q-axis current and the d-axis current are respectively set to zero and a maximum value by the
control unit 150 to forcibly discharge a DC link voltage (S108).
[0112] In the determination result (S104), if the key-off occurs during the stop of the vehicle, the process may proceed
to an operation S107 to open the main relay 120, thereby performing the forced discharging operation.
[0113] According to the current embodiment, when the key-off occurs, a method with respect to the case in which the
vehicle (driving motor) is driven may be realized to prevent the driver from being placed in a dangerous situation due to
the power off of the inverter/motor as described above.
[0114] Also, the software bug such as the forced discharging while the high voltage is applied may be prevented to
prevent overcurrent from being introduced into the inverter (e.g., IGBT). Thus, it may prevent the inverter and the relevant
components such as the high-voltage relay, the battery, and the high-voltage cable from being damaged or malfunctioned.
[0115] Also, according to the current embodiment, the forced discharging may be performed after the short-circuit
state of the main relay is maintained for the predetermined time when the vehicle (the driving motor) is driven. Thus, it
may prevent the forced discharging operation from being abnormally performed, and also, it may prevent the human
from being damaged by a non-discharged high voltage.
[0116] It will be understood that some or all of the illustrated blocks may be implemented by computer program
instructions. These computer program instructions may be provided to a processor of a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the
instructions, which execute via the processor of the computer or other programmable data processing apparatus, create
means for implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks. These computer
program instructions may also be stored in a computer-readable memory that can direct a computer or other program-
mable data processing apparatus to function in a particular manner, such that the instructions stored in the computer-
readable memory produce an article of manufacture including instruction means which implement the function/act spec-
ified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.
[0117] The computer program instructions may also be loaded onto a computer or other programmable data processing
apparatus to cause a series of operational steps to be performed on the computer or other programmable apparatus to
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produce a computer implemented process such that the instructions which execute on the computer or other program-
mable apparatus provide steps for implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block
or blocks. Also, each of the blocks may represent a portion of a module, segment, or code which includes at least one
executable instruction for executing specific logic functions.
[0118] Although embodiments have been described with reference to a number of illustrative embodiments thereof,
it should be understood that numerous other modifications and embodiments can be devised by those skilled in the art
that will fall within the spirit and scope of the principles of this disclosure. More particularly, various variations and
modifications are possible in the component parts and/or arrangements of the subject combination arrangement within
the scope of the disclosure, the drawings and the appended claims. In addition to variations and modifications in the
component parts and/or arrangements, alternative uses will also be apparent to those skilled in the art.

Claims

1. A voltage discharging device of a vehicle, the voltage discharging device comprising:

a battery(110);
an inverter(130) for converting a DC power supplied from the battery(110) into an AC power to output the
converted AC power;
a motor(140) driven by the AC power outputted through the inverter(130);
a main relay(120) disposed between the battery(110) and the inverter(130) to switch the DC power supplied
from the battery(110) into the inverter(130); and
a control unit(150) for detecting a key-off signal of the vehicle and discharging a DC link voltage of the inverter
when the key-off signal is detected,
wherein the control unit(150) discharges the DC link voltage by applying one of first and second forced dis-
charging logics different from each other according to a driving state of the vehicle at a time point at which the
key-off signal is detected.

2. The voltage discharging device according to claim 1, wherein the control unit(150) determines a time point at which
the main relay(120) is opened according to the confirmed driving state of the vehicle, and
the first and second forced discharging logics respectively have different time points at which the main relay(120)
is opened.

3. The voltage discharging device according to claim 2, wherein the time point at which the main relay is opened
comprises
a time point at which a preset time elapses from the time point at which the key-off occurs when the driving state of
the vehicle is the first state corresponding to driving of the vehicle, and
a time point at which the key-off occurs when the driving state of the vehicle is the first state corresponding to
stopping of the vehicle.

4. The voltage discharging device according to any one of claim 1 to 3, wherein the control unit(150) stores information
comprising at least one of a driving speed of the vehicle, output current of the inverter, and motor input current, and
the control unit(150) determines the driving state of the vehicle by using the stored information.

5. The voltage discharging device according to claim 4, wherein, when the key-off occurs, the driving state is determined
by using information received at the time point at which the key-off occurs and information finally stored before the
time point at which the key-off occurs.

6. The voltage discharging device according to any one of claim 1 to 5, wherein the control unit(150) sets q-axis current
supplied into the motor to a zero value and d-axis current to a maximum value to forcibly discharge the DC link voltage.

7. A voltage discharging method of a vehicle, the voltage discharging method comprising:

generating a key-off signal of the vehicle;
confirming a driving state of the vehicle at a time point at which the key-off signal is generated when the key-
off signal is generated; and
applying one of first and second forced discharging logics different from each other according to the confirmed
driving state of the vehicle to discharge a DC link voltage.



EP 2 712 759 A2

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

8. The voltage discharging method according to claim 7, further comprising periodically monitoring the driving state of
the vehicle by using information comprising at least one of a driving speed of the vehicle, output current of an inverter,
and motor input current.

9. The voltage discharging method according to claim 7 or 8, wherein the first forced discharging logic is applied when
the driving state of the vehicle is a first state corresponding to driving of the vehicle, and
the second forced discharging logic is applied when the driving state of the vehicle is a second state corresponding
to stopping of the vehicle.

10. The voltage discharging method according to any one of claim 7 to 9, wherein the first and second forced discharging
logics respectively have different time points at which a main relay is opened.

11. The voltage discharging method according to claim 9 or 10, wherein the discharging of the DC link voltage comprises:

maintaining a short-circuit state of a main relay for a preset time from the time point at which the key-off occurs
when the driving state of the vehicle is the first state;
changing the state of the main relay into an opened state when the preset time elapses; and
forcibly discharging the DC link voltage.

12. The voltage discharging method according to any one of claim 9 to 11, wherein the discharging of the DC link voltage
comprises:

changing the state of the main relay into an opened state at the time point at which the key-off occurs when the
driving state of the vehicle is the second state; and
forcibly discharging the DC link voltage.

13. The voltage discharging method according to any one of claim 7 to 12, wherein the forcibly discharging of the DC
link voltage comprises setting q-axis current applied into a motor to a zero value and d-axis current to a maximum
value to forcibly discharge the DC link voltage.
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