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(54) On-vehicle electronic device

(57) A first drive arm and a second drive arm are
rotatably provided. A tip portion of the first drive arm and
a device main body are connected to each other through
a first connection link, and a tip portion of a second drive
arm and the device main body are connected to each

other through a second connection link. Since each of
the drive arms and the device main body are connected
to each other through an axial rotational portion, the de-
vice main body is smoothly moved and the occurrence
of rattling due to vibration of a vehicle body is suppressed.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an on-vehicle
electronic device that has a device main body provided
with a display panel or the like. The device main body is
moved so as to change its position between a retracted
position and a projected position. The present invention
particularly relates to the on-vehicle electronic device, in
which rattling that occurs when the device main body is
operated can be suppressed.
[0002] Examples of electronic devices provided in a
vehicle cabin of an automobile include a device that has
a device main body provided with a display panel or the
like. The device main body is moved so as to change its
position from a retracted position, in which the device
main body is retracted in a dash board or an instrument
panel, to a projected position, in which the device main
body is exposed to the outside of the dash board or the
instrument panel.
[0003] A display device described in JP 10-333595 A
includes a liquid crystal display (LCD) monitor unit that
is supported such that the LCD monitor unit can be pro-
jected from the inside of a casing. JP 10-333595 A dis-
closes a slide mechanism that supports the LCD monitor
unit such that the LCD monitor unit can be projected. The
slide mechanism has a plurality of sleeve-shaped mem-
bers superposed with one another and a pair of link arms.
[0004] As described in JP 10-333595 A, in a structure
in which the plurality of sleeve-shaped members are su-
perposed with one another so as to support and move
the LCD unit, the sleeve-shaped members need thick-
nesses. Thus, it is difficult to reduce the thickness and
the size of the entire device. Furthermore, since portions
where the sleeve-shaped members are combined with
one another tend to rattle, vibration of the vehicle is likely
to cause rattling of the LCD monitor unit, and accordingly,
noise is easily generated.
[0005] Next, in a structure that has a pair of link arms
combined with each other, slotted holes are formed in a
bottom plate and a rear surface portion of the casing, into
which pins provided on both end portions of link arms are
slidably inserted. In this structure, the pins and the slotted
holes tend to rattle. Thus, vibration of the vehicle is likely
to cause rattling of the LCD monitor unit, and accordingly,
noise is easily generated. Furthermore, the movement
of the LCD monitor unit is not smooth. Thus, smooth op-
erations cannot be realized.
[0006] An object of the present invention is to provide
an on-vehicle electronic device, in which a device main
body can be smoothly moved so as to change its position
from a retracted position to a projected position, and por-
tions that cause rattling are reduced so as to reduce vi-
bration noise during operation.
[0007] The object is solved by the features of the in-
dependent claims. Further embodiments and aspects of
the invention are defined in the dependent claims and
further herein below.
[0008] An on-vehicle electronic device according to an

aspect of the present invention includes at least one
guide unit, a device main body that reciprocates along
the guide unit, and a drive mechanism that causes the
device main body to reciprocate. The drive mechanism
includes at least one drive arm that has a base portion
supported such that the drive arm is rotatable about at
least one support shaft, a rotation driver that rotates the
drive arm, and at least one connection link that connects
a tip portion of the drive arm and the device main body.
In the on-vehicle electronic device, the connection link
and the drive arm are connected to each other such that
the connection link and the drive arm are rotatable rela-
tive to each other about an arm-side connection shaft,
and the connection link and the device main body are
connected to each other such that the connection link
and the device main body are rotatable relative to each
other about a main body-side connection shaft.
[0009] In the on-vehicle electronic device according to
an aspect of the present invention, the rotational force of
the drive arm is converted into the reciprocating force of
the device main body. The tip portion of the drive arm
and the device main body are connected to each other
through the connection link. The connection link and the
drive arm are connected to each other through the con-
nection shaft such that the connection link and the drive
arm are rotatable relative to each other, and the connec-
tion link and the device main body are connected to each
other through the connection shaft such that the connec-
tion link and the device main body are rotatable relative
to each other. Thus, a connection portion, which uses a
shaft and a slotted hole sliding against each other, is no
longer necessary between the tip portion of the drive arm
and the device main body, and accordingly, rattling of
the connection portion where the drive arm and the de-
vice main body are connected to each other can be sup-
pressed.
[0010] Furthermore, since the rotational force of the
drive arm is transmitted to the device main body through
the connection link, when the drive arm is rotated, the
device main body can smoothly reciprocates.
[0011] In the connection portion where the connection
link and the device main body are connected to each
other, the connection link and the device main body may
be directly connected to each other through the main
body-side connection shaft such that the connection link
and the device main body are rotatable relative to each
other. Alternatively, a different member such as a brack-
et, which is secured to the main body, and the connection
link may be connected to each other through the main
body-side connection shaft such that the different mem-
ber and the connection link are rotatable relative to each
other.
[0012] The device main body preferably reciprocates
in a linear path along the guide unit. The support shaft,
the arm-side connection shaft, and the main body-side
connection shaft are preferably parallel to one another.
Furthermore, the axes of the support shaft, the arm-side
connection shaft, and the main body-side connection
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shaft preferably extend in a direction perpendicular to a
movement direction of the device main body.
[0013] When the device main body is positioned at one
or either of one and the other movement end points, the
arm-side connection shaft and the main body-side con-
nection shaft are preferably aligned along a movement
direction of the device main body.
[0014] With the above-described structure, when the
device main body is started to move from the movement
end point and when the device main body being moved
is reaching the movement end point, a component of
force that attempt to rotate the connection link is reduced.
Thus, the rotational force of the drive arm is effectively
transmitted to the device main body. Accordingly, the de-
vice main body can be smoothly started from the move-
ment end point and smoothly moved toward the move-
ment end point.
[0015] When an arm center line that connects the axes
of the support shaft and the arm-side connection shaft
to each other is in a direction perpendicular to the move-
ment direction of the device main body, the axis of the
arm-side connection shaft is preferably moved to a po-
sition further away from the support shaft than the axis
of the main body-side connection shaft is.
[0016] The at least one guide unit preferably includes
a pair of first and second guide units, at least one of the
first guide unit and the second guide unit is preferably a
guide shaft, and the guide shaft is preferably slidably in-
serted through a thrust bearing secured to the device
main body.
[0017] With the above-described structure, the device
main body can be smoothly moved along the guide shaft,
and accordingly, the occurrence of rattling of the device
main body due to vibration of a vehicle body is sup-
pressed.
[0018] The at least one drive arm preferably includes
a pair of first and second drive arms, the at least one
connection link preferably includes a pair of first and sec-
ond connection links, and the at least one support shaft
preferably includes a pair of first and second support
shafts. In a first drive link, the first support shaft is pref-
erably positioned on the first guide unit side and the first
connection link is preferably positioned on the second
guide unit side. In a second drive link, the second support
shaft is preferably positioned on the second guide unit
side and the second connection link is preferably posi-
tioned on the first guide unit side.
[0019] The first and second drive arms are preferably
positioned on one side and the other side of a movement
region of the device main body.
[0020] With the above-described structure, a move-
ment force applied from the first drive arm and a move-
ment force applied from the second drive arm act on both
the sides of the device main body. Thus, the movement
forces are applied to the device main body in a balanced
manner, and accordingly, the device main body can be
smoothly moved.
[0021] In the on-vehicle electronic device according to

the present invention, the device main body provided with
a display panel or the like can be smoothly moved, and
the occurrence of rattling due to vibration of the vehicle
body can be suppressed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0022]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an on-vehicle display
device according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
Fig. 2 is a front view of a state in which a display
device as a device main body is in a retracted posi-
tion;
Fig. 3 is a front view of the display device during the
movement of the display device; and
Fig. 4 is a front view of a state in which the display
device has been moved so as to change its position
into a projected position.

[0023] An on-vehicle electronic device 1 illustrated in
Figs. 1 to 4 is installed in a dash board 2 positioned on
the interior side of a windshield of an automobile. The
dash board 2 has an elongated opening portion 3 that
opens upward.
[0024] A device main body 10 is moved so as to change
its position between a retracted position as illustrated in
Fig. 2 and a projected position as illustrated in Fig. 4. In
the retracted position, the device main body 10 is retract-
ed in the dash board 2. In the projected position, the
device main body 10 is projected toward the upper side
of the dash board 2.
[0025] The device main body 10 includes a display
panel 15 disposed therein. The display panel 15 uses a
color liquid crystal display panel or an organic electrolu-
minescence display panel. A display screen 15a of the
display panel 15 faces the inside of the vehicle (X1 di-
rection). The X1 direction indicates a direction that faces
an intermediate position between a driver seat and a pas-
senger seat in the automobile.
[0026] A first guide shaft 21 that serves as a first guide
unit and a second guide shaft 22 that serves as a second
guide unit are provided in the dash board 2. The first
guide shaft 21 and the second guide shaft 22 are each
formed of metal and each have a circular section. The
first guide shaft 21 and the second guide shaft 22 are
parallel to each other and extend in the Y1-Y2 direction,
which is the movement direction of the device main body
10. The Y1-Y2 direction extends substantially in the di-
rection of gravity.
[0027] A first bearing portion 11 and a second bearing
portion 12 are integrally formed with the device main body
10 in a lower left portion and a lower right portion of the
device main body 10, respectively. The first bearing por-
tion 11 and the second bearing portion 12 are formed of
synthetic resin together with a main body portion of the
device main body 10.
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[0028] As illustrated in, for example, Fig. 2, a thrust
bearing 13a and a thrust bearing 13b are respectively
held in and secured to the inside of an upper end portion
and a lower end portion of the second bearing portion
12. The thrust bearings 13a and 13b are metal oilless
bearings. The second guide shaft 22 is slidably inserted
through the thrust bearings 13a and 13b such that sub-
stantially no gap is formed between an outer circumfer-
ence of the second guide shaft 22 and the thrust bearings
13a and 13b and the thrust bearings 13a and 13b are
subjected to minimum frictional resistance.
[0029] The first bearing portion 11 has a bearing hole
14 formed therein. An inner diameter of the bearing hole
14 is substantially the same as or slightly larger than a
diameter of the first guide shaft 21. The first guide shaft
21 is inserted through the bearing hole 14 such that an
outer circumstantial portion of the first guide shaft 21 is
slidable through the bearing hole 14.
[0030] The device main body 10 is movable in the Y1-
Y2 direction with reference to a sliding portion where the
second guide shaft 22 slides through the two thrust bear-
ings 13a and 13b. Since the thrust bearings 13a and 13b
allow the second guide shaft 22 to slide therethrough and
the bearing hole 14 of the first bearing portion 11 allows
the first guide shaft 21 to slide therethrough with minimum
gaps formed therebetween, the device main body 10 can
smoothly move without rattling.
[0031] A first drive arm 31 and a second drive arm 41
are provided in the dash board 2. As illustrated in Fig. 1,
the first drive arm 31 is positioned on the inner side (X1
side) relative to a movement region of the device main
body 10 and the second drive arm 41 is positioned on
the outer side (X2 side) relative to the movement region
of the device main body 10. The first drive arm 31 and
the second drive arm 41 are formed of synthetic resin or
a light metal material.
[0032] A support plate (not shown), to which a first sup-
port shaft 33 is secured, is provided in the dash board 2.
The first support shaft 33 is provided at a position close
to the first guide shaft 21. A bearing portion 32, which is
integrally formed with a base portion 31a of the first drive
arm 31, is rotatably supported by the first support shaft
33.
[0033] As illustrated in Figs. 2 to 4, a tip portion 31b of
the first drive arm 31 extends to a position close to the
second guide shaft 22. An arm-side connection shaft 34
is secured to the tip portion 31b of the first drive arm 31.
A drive support portion 16 is integrally formed with the
device main body 10 at a position closer to the center of
the device main body 10 in front view than the second
bearing portion 12. A main body-side connection shaft
35 is secured to the drive support portion 16.
[0034] A first connection link 36 is provided in a drive
mechanism 30. The first connection link 36 is formed of
a metal plate or a synthetic resin plate. The first connec-
tion link 36 and the tip portion 31b of the first drive arm
31 are connected to each other such that the first con-
nection link 36 and the first drive arm 31 are rotatable

relative to each other about the axis of the arm-side con-
nection shaft 34. The drive support portion 16 and the
first connection link 36 are connected to each other such
that the drive support portion 16 and the first connection
link 36 are rotatable relative to each other about the axis
of the main body-side connection shaft 35.
[0035] The axis of the first support shaft 33, the axis
of the arm-side connection shaft 34, and the axis of the
main body-side connection shaft 35 are parallel to one
another and each extend in the front-rear direction (X1-
X2 direction). That is, each of these axes extends in a
direction perpendicular to a movement direction (Y1-Y2
direction) of the device main body 10.
[0036] A second support shaft 43 is secured on the
outer side (X2 side) relative to the device main body 10
in the dash board 2. As illustrated in Figs. 2 to 4, the
second support shaft 43 is provided at a position close
to the second guide shaft 22. A bearing portion 42, which
is integrally formed with a base portion 41a of the second
drive arm 41, is rotatably supported by the second sup-
port shaft 43.
[0037] A tip portion 41b of the second drive arm 41
extends to a position close to the first guide shaft 21. An
arm-side connection shaft 44 is secured to the tip portion
41b of the second drive arm 41. A drive support portion
17 is integrally formed with the device main body 10 at
a position closer to the center of the device main body
10 in front view than the first bearing portion 11. A main
body-side connection shaft 45 is secured to the drive
support portion 17.
[0038] A second connection link 46 is formed of a metal
plate or a synthetic resin plate. The second connection
link 46 and the tip portion 41b of the second drive arm
41 are connected to each other such that the second
connection link 46 and the second drive arm 41 are ro-
tatable relative to each other about the axis of the arm-
side connection shaft 44. The drive support portion 17
and the second connection link 46 are connected to each
other such that the drive support portion 17 and the sec-
ond connection link 46 are rotatable relative to each other
about the axis of the main body-side connection shaft 45.
[0039] The axis of the second support shaft 43, the
axis of the arm-side connection shaft 44, and the axis of
the main body-side connection shaft 45 are parallel to
one another and each extend in the front-rear direction
(X1-X2 direction). That is, each of these axes extends in
a direction perpendicular to the movement direction (Y1-
Y2 direction) of the device main body 10.
[0040] A rotation driver 50 is provided in the dash board
2. The rotation driver 50 rotates the first drive arm 31 and
the second drive arm 41 in a manner in which the first
drive arm 31 and the second drive arm 41 are synchro-
nized with each other.
[0041] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the rotation driver 50 in-
cludes a drive motor 51 provided on the inner side (X1
side) relative to the device main body 10. The drive motor
51 produces large torque at low speed. The rotational
speed of the drive motor 51 can be changed by changing
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power supplied to the drive motor 51. A worm gear 52 is
secured to an output shaft of the drive motor 51.
[0042] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the rotation driver 50 also
includes a gear support shaft 53 secured on the inner
side (X1 side) relative to the movement region of the de-
vice main body 10. A compound gear 54 is rotatably sup-
ported by the gear support shaft 53. The compound gear
54 has an input gear 54a and an output gear 54b, which
are integrally formed with each other. The radius of the
pitch circle of the input gear 54a is larger than that of the
output gear 54b. The worm gear 52 is engaged with the
input gear 54a.
[0043] A gear support shaft 55 is provided below (on
the Y1 side of) the movement region of the device main
body 10. A compound gear 56 is rotatably supported by
the gear support shaft 55. The compound gear 56 has a
reduction gear 56a and a connection gear 56b, which are
integrally formed with each other. The reduction gear 56a
is engaged with the output gear 54b. The radius of the
pitch circle of the reduction gear 56a is larger than that
of the output gear 54b. Thus, rotation of the compound
gear 54 is transmitted to the compound gear 56 while the
rotation speed is reduced.
[0044] The connection gear 56b is a spur gear elon-
gated in the front-rear direction (X1-X2 direction). A sec-
tor gear 37 is integrally formed with the base portion 31a
of the first drive arm 31. A toothed portion 37a of the
sector gear 37 is engaged with an inner (X1 side) end
portion of the connection gear 56b.
[0045] A gear support shaft 57 is secured on the outer
side (X2 side) relative to the movement region of the de-
vice main body 10 (see Fig. 3). An intermediate gear 58
is rotatably supported by the gear support shaft 57. As
illustrated in Fig. 1, the intermediate gear 58 has two
separate gears 58a and 58b. The radii of the pitch circles
of the separate gears 58a and 58b are the same. The
separate gears 58a and 58b are supported such that the
separate gears 58a and 58b can be rotated independ-
ently of each other. As illustrated in Fig. 4, a compression
coil spring 59 is disposed in an opening portion 58c
formed in the separate gears 58a and 58b, thereby urging
the separate gears 58a and 58b in respective rotational
directions opposite to each other. The separate gears
58a and 58b are engaged with an outer (X2 side) end
portion of the connection gear 56b. Due to the urging
force of the compression coil spring 59, no backlash oc-
curs in an engaged portion where the connection gear
56b and the intermediate gear 58 are engaged with each
other.
[0046] A sector gear 47 is integrally formed with the
base portion 41a of the second drive arm 41. A toothed
portion 47a of the sector gear 47 is engaged with the
outer (X2 side) end portion of the intermediate gear 58.
[0047] Next, operation of the on-vehicle electronic de-
vice 1 will be described.
[0048] As illustrated in Fig. 2, when the device main
body 10 is not used, the first drive arm 31 is rotated clock-
wise, and the first connection link 36 causes the right-

side main body-side connection shaft 35 to move down-
ward (in Y1 direction). Also, the second drive arm 41 is
rotated counterclockwise, and the second connection
link 46 causes the left-side main body-side connection
shaft 45 to move downward (in Y1 direction).
[0049] As a result, the device main body 10 is moved
downward while being guided by the first guide shaft 21
and the second guide shaft 22 and assumes the retracted
position in which the device main body 10 is retracted in
the dash board 2.
[0050] When the device main body 10 is used, an op-
eration of an operation device (not shown) by the user
or turning on of an ignition switch of the automobile caus-
es the drive motor 51 to start. The rotational force of the
drive motor 51 is transmitted from the worm gear 52 to
the compound gears 54 and 56. The rotational force of
the connection gear 56b of the compound gear 56 is
transmitted to the sector gear 37, thereby rotating the
first drive arm 31 counterclockwise. At the same time,
the rotational force of the connection gear 56b is trans-
mitted to the sector gear 47 via the intermediate gear 58,
thereby rotating the second drive arm 41 clockwise.
[0051] As sequentially illustrated in Figs. 2, 3, and 4,
when the first drive arm 31 is rotated counterclockwise,
the rotational force of the arm-side connection shaft 34
of the tip portion 31b is applied to the main body-side
connection shaft 35 through the first connection link 36,
thereby moving up the right-side drive support portion 16
of the device main body 10. At the same time, the clock-
wise rotational force of the second drive arm 41 is applied
from the arm-side connection shaft 44 to the main body-
side connection shaft 45 through the second connection
link 46, thereby moving up the left-side drive support por-
tion 17 of the device main body 10.
[0052] As a result, the device main body 10 is moved
in the Y2 direction while being guided by the first guide
shaft 21 and the second guide shaft 22. As illustrated in
Fig. 4, the device main body 10 passes through the open-
ing portion 3, is moved toward the upper side of the dash
board 2, and is stopped. As illustrated in Fig. 4, when the
device main body 10 is stopped in the projected position,
the display screen 15a of the display panel 15 is visible
to an occupant seated in the driver seat or the passenger
seat.
[0053] As illustrated in Fig. 2, when the device main
body 10 is stopped at an end of movement on the Y1
side and assumes the retracted position, the axis of the
arm-side connection shaft 34 provided in the tip portion
31b of the first drive arm 31 is positioned substantially
directly above the axis of the main body-side connection
shaft 35, and the axis of the arm-side connection shaft
34 and the axis of the main body-side connection shaft
35 are aligned along the Y1-Y2 direction, which is the
movement direction of the device main body 10. That is,
a link center line L3, which connects the axis of the arm-
side connection shaft 34 of the first connection link 36
and the axis of the main body-side connection shaft 35
of the first connection link 36 to each other, is substan-
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tially parallel to the Y1-Y2 direction. The term "parallel"
herein refers to a state where up to 610-degree devia-
tion, preferably up to 65-degree deviation, may exist
compared to a strict parallel state in a geometrical sense.
[0054] Likewise, the axis of the arm-side connection
shaft 44 provided in the tip portion 41b of the second
drive arm 41 is positioned substantially directly above
the axis of the left-side main body-side connection shaft
45, and the axis of the arm-side connection shaft 44 and
the axis of the main body-side connection shaft 45 are
aligned along the Y1-Y2 direction, which is the movement
direction of the device main body 10.
[0055] Thus, when the first drive arm 31 and the second
drive arm 41 are started to rotate from a state illustrated
in Fig. 2, upward (Y2 direction) components of force act
on the main body-side connection shafts 35 and 45. Thus,
the occurrence of components of force in the left-right
direction is suppressed, and accordingly, the device main
body 10 in the retracted position is smoothly started to
move up. Furthermore, when the structure in the state
illustrated in Fig. 2 is subjected to vibration in the up-
down direction (Y1-Y2 direction), components of force
that attempt to rotate the first connection link 36 and the
second connection link 46 are reduced. This suppresses
the occurrence of rattling of the device main body 10 and
the drive mechanism 30 when the device main body 10
and the drive mechanism 30 are subjected to external
vibration.
[0056] In Fig. 3, an arm center line L1, which connects
the axis of the first support shaft 33 and the axis of the
arm-side connection shaft 34 provided in the tip portion
31b of the first drive arm 31 to each other, is substantially
in a horizontal position. Also, an arm center line L2, which
connects the axis of the second support shaft 43 and the
axis of the arm-side connection shaft 44 of the tip portion
41b of the second drive arm 41 to each other, is substan-
tially in a horizontal position.
[0057] At this time, the axis of the arm-side connection
shaft 34 is further away from the first support shaft 33
than the axis of the main body-side connection shaft 35
is. By setting the lengths of the arm center line L1 and
the first connection link 36 so as to establish such a po-
sitional relationship, the device main body 10 can be
moved so as to change its position from the retracted
position illustrated in Fig. 2 to the projected position illus-
trated in Fig. 4 due to the counterclockwise rotational
force of the first drive arm 31.
[0058] Referring to Fig. 3, an inclination angle θ repre-
sents the maximum inclination of the link center line L3,
which connects the axis of the arm-side connection shaft
34 of the first connection link 36 and the axis of the main
body-side connection shaft 35 of the first connection link
36, relative to the Y1- Y2 direction, which is the movement
direction of the device main body 10. The inclination an-
gle θ is set to equal to or smaller than 45-degree, and
preferably set to equal to or smaller than 40-degree.
[0059] By limiting the inclination angle θ, at which the
first connection link 36 is inclined when the first drive arm

31 is rotated, within the above-described range, the ratio
of the component of the drive force in the Y1-Y2 direction
applied to the main body-side connection shaft 35 by the
rotational force of the first drive arm 31 is increased. That
is, the amount of rotation of the first connection link 36
when the first drive arm 31 is rotated is reduced. This
can reduce the ratio of the rotational force of the first drive
arm 31 used for producing the rotational force of the first
connection link 36. As a result, the device main body 10
can be smoothly moved in the Y1-Y2 direction, and ac-
cordingly, rattling caused by rotation of the first connec-
tion link 36 can be suppressed.
[0060] Furthermore, as illustrated in Fig. 3, when the
second drive arm 41 is rotated, operation of the second
connection link 46 and the positional relationship be-
tween the arm-side connection shaft 44 and the main
body-side connection shaft 45 are similar to operation of
the first connection link 36 and the positional relationship
between the arm-side connection shaft 34 and the main
body-side connection shaft 35, respectively.
[0061] As illustrated in Fig. 4, when the device main
body 10 has been moved to the end of movement on the
Y2 side and assumes the projected position, the axis of
the arm-side connection shaft 34 provided in the first drive
arm 31 is positioned substantially directly above the axis
of the main body-side connection shaft 35, the axis of
the arm-side connection shaft 34 and the axis of the main
body-side connection shaft 35 are aligned along the Y1-
Y2 direction, which is the movement direction of the de-
vice main body 10, and the link center line L3 is substan-
tially parallel to the Y1-Y2 direction. Also, the axis of the
arm-side connection shaft 44 provided in the second
drive arm 41 is positioned above the axis of the main
body-side connection shaft 45.
[0062] Thus, when the device main body 10 is moved
so as to assume the projected position illustrated in Fig.
4, or, moved downward so as to change its position from
the projected position to the retracted position, the move-
ment force in the Y1-Y2 direction is effectively transmitted
from the first drive arm 31 and the second drive arm 41
to the device main body 10. This allows the device main
body 10 to be smoothly moved. Furthermore, also when
the structure in the state illustrated in Fig. 4 is subjected
to vibration in the up-down direction (Y1-Y2 direction),
components of force that attempt to rotate the first con-
nection link 36 and the second connection link 46 are
reduced. This suppresses the occurrence of rattling of
the device main body 10 and the drive mechanism 30.
[0063] In the drive mechanism 30, due to rotations of
the first connection link 36 and the second connection
link 46, rotational motions of the first drive arm 31 and
the second drive arm 41 are converted into a linear mo-
tion of the device main body 10 in the Y1-Y2 direction.
Since all the operations of connection portions where the
first drive arm 31 and the second drive arm 41 are con-
nected to the device main body 10 are rotational motions
about the axes, the device main body 10 can be smoothly
moved, and accordingly, rattling of a power transmission
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unit can be suppressed.
[0064] In particular, unlike the related art, there is no
slide mechanism using a slotted hole and a shaft. Thus,
the device main body 10 is significantly smoothly moved,
and vibration noise of the drive mechanism 30 generated
by rattling of a slotted hole and a shaft is suppressed.
[0065] The drive motor 51 produces large torque at low
rotational speed, and the rotational speed of the drive
motor 51 can be controlled. Thus, by controlling the ro-
tational speed of the drive motor 51, a movement speed
at which the device main body 10 is moved so as to
change its position from the retracted position illustrated
in Fig. 2 to the projected position illustrated in Fig. 4 can
be smoothly changed. By doing this, improved movement
state can be maintained.
[0066] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the first drive arm 31 and
the first connection link 36 are positioned on the inner
side (X1 side) relative to the movement region of the de-
vice main body 10 and the second drive arm 41 and the
second connection link 46 are positioned on the outer
side (X2 side) relative to the movement region of the de-
vice main body 10. On both sides of the movement region
of the device main body 10 and on both sides of guiding
portions of the first guide shaft 21 and the second guide
shaft 22, the movement forces are applied to the device
main body 10 from the first connection link 36 and the
second connection link 46. Thus, application of a moment
that attempts to turn the device main body 10 in the X1-
X2 direction is suppressed while the device main body
10 is being moved. This allows the device main body 10
to be more smoothly moved.
[0067] As illustrated in Fig. 2, in the drive mechanism
30, the distance between the axes of the first support
shaft 33 and the arm-side connection shaft 34, that is,
the length of the arm center line L1 of the first drive arm
31 is different from the distance between the axes of the
second support shaft 43 and the arm-side connection
shaft 44, that is, the length of the arm center line L2 of
the second drive arm 41. The length of the arm center
line L1 is longer than that of the arm center line L2. Fur-
thermore, a radius R1 of the pitch circle of the sector gear
37 formed in the first drive arm 31 is different from a
radius R2 of the pitch circle of the sector gear 47 formed
in the second drive arm 41. The radius R1 is larger than
the radius R2.
[0068] By adjusting the ratio of the lengths of the arm
center lines L1 and L2 and the ratio of the lengths of the
radii R1 and R2 of the pitch circles, during the movement
of the device main body 10 as illustrated in Fig. 3, a ve-
locity component V1 in the Y1-Y2 direction acting on the
right-side drive support portion 16 and a velocity compo-
nent V2 in the Y1-Y2 direction acting on the left-side drive
support portion 17 can be set to the same velocity.
[0069] Alternatively, by adjusting the ratio of the
lengths of the arm center lines L1 and L2 and the ratio
of the lengths of the radii R1 and R2 of the pitch circles,
the right-side velocity component V1 can be set to a value
slightly different from the left-side velocity component V2.

In this case, a movement urging force toward the left or
right in Fig. 3 can be applied to the device main body 10,
and accordingly, rattling of the first and second guide
shafts 21 and 22 and the first and second bearing portions
11 and 12 can be completely eliminated.
[0070] The present invention is not limited to the
above-described embodiment. The following changes for
the present invention are possible.
[0071] A movement of the device main body 10 in a
more balanced manner in the left-right direction can be
realized by setting the length of the arm center line L1 to
a length the same as the length of the arm center line L2
and setting the radius R1 of the pitch circle to a radius
that is the same as the radius R2 of the pitch circle.
[0072] Alternatively, the device main body may be
moved by a single drive arm instead of providing a pair
of drive arms.
[0073] Furthermore, the movement direction of the de-
vice main body 10 is not limited to the direction of gravity
(up-down direction). The device main body 10 may be
moved in a direction inclined relative to the direction of
gravity or in the horizontal direction. The device main
body 10 is not necessarily provided with the display pan-
el. The device main body 10 may be a media drive device
provided with a various media or an operation device.

Claims

1. An on-vehicle electronic device (1) comprising:

at least one guide unit (21, 22);
a device main body (10) that reciprocates along
the guide unit (21, 22); and
a drive mechanism (30) that causes the device
main body (10) to reciprocate,
wherein the drive mechanism (30) includes

at least one drive arm (31, 41) that has a
base portion (31a, 41a) supported such that
the drive arm (31, 41) is rotatable about at
least one support shaft (33, 43),
a rotation driver (50) that rotates the drive
arm (31, 41), and
at least one connection link (36, 46) that
connects a tip portion (31b, 41b) of the drive
arm (31, 41) and the device main body (10),

wherein the connection link (36, 46) and the
drive arm (31, 41) are connected to each other
such that the connection link (36, 46) and the
drive arm (31, 41) are rotatable relative to each
other about an arm-side connection shaft (34,
44), and
wherein the connection link (36, 46) and the de-
vice main body (10) are connected to each other
such that the connection link (36, 46) and the
device main body (10) are rotatable relative to

11 12 



EP 2 712 767 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

each other about a main body-side connection
shaft (35, 45).

2. The on-vehicle electronic device (1) according to
Claim 1,
wherein the device main body (10) reciprocates in a
linear path along the guide unit (21, 22),
wherein the support shaft (33, 43), the arm-side con-
nection shaft (34, 44), and the main body-side con-
nection shaft (35, 45) are parallel to one another, and
wherein the axes of the support shaft (33, 43), the
arm-side connection shaft (34, 44), and the main
body-side connection shaft (35, 45) extend in a di-
rection perpendicular to a movement direction of the
device main body (10).

3. The on-vehicle electronic device (1) according to
Claim 1 or 2,
wherein, when the device main body (10) is posi-
tioned at one or either of one and the other movement
end points, the arm-side connection shaft (34, 44)
and the main body-side connection shaft (35, 45) are
aligned along a movement direction of the device
main body (10).

4. The on-vehicle electronic device (1) according to
Claim 3,
wherein, when an arm center line (L1, L2) that con-
nects the axes of the support shaft (33, 43) and the
arm-side connection shaft (34, 44) to each other is
in a direction perpendicular to the movement direc-
tion of the device main body (10), the axis of the arm-
side connection shaft (34, 44) is moved to a position
further away from the support shaft (33, 43) than the
axis of the main body-side connection shaft (35, 45)
is.

5. The on-vehicle electronic device (1) according to any
one of Claims 1 to 4,
wherein the at least one guide unit (21, 22) includes
a pair of first and second guide units (21 and 22), at
least one of the first guide unit (21) and the second
guide unit (22) is a guide shaft, and the guide shaft
is slidably inserted through a thrust bearing (13a,
13b) secured to the device main body (10).

6. The on-vehicle electronic device (1) according to
Claim 5,
wherein the at least one drive arm (31, 41) includes
a pair of first and second drive arms, the at least one
connection link (36, 46) includes a pair of first and
second connection links, and the at least one support
shaft (33, 43) includes a pair of first and second sup-
port shafts,
wherein, in a first drive link, the first support shaft is
positioned on the first guide unit (21) side and the
first connection link is positioned on the second guide
unit (22) side, and

wherein, in a second drive link, the second support
shaft is positioned on the second guide unit (22) side
and the second connection link is positioned on the
first guide unit (21) side.

7. The on-vehicle electronic device (1) according to
Claim 6,
wherein the first and second drive arms are respec-
tively positioned on one side and the other side of a
movement region of the device main body (10).

8. The on-vehicle electronic device (1) according to
Claim 6 or 7,
wherein the first drive arm and the second drive arm
each has a sector gear (37, 47) integrally formed
therewith, the sector gears (37, 47) of the first drive
arm and the second drive arm are engaged with
gears rotated by a rotational force of a single drive
motor (51) provided in the rotation driver (50).

9. The on-vehicle electronic device (1) according to any
one of Claims 1 to 8,
wherein the device main body (10) reciprocates so
as to change the position thereof between a retracted
position and a projected position, the retracted po-
sition being a position in which the device main body
(10) is retracted in an opening portion (3) formed in
a dash board (2) of an automobile, the projected po-
sition being a position in which the device main body
(10) projects from the opening portion (3).
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