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(54) Temperature simulator for thermocouple-based rf ablation system

(57) Testing a thermocouple-based RF ablation sys-
tem is carried out by connecting a temperature simulator
to an ablator module. The ablator module is operative to
vary a radiofrequency power output thereof in a prede-
fined manner in response to predefined variations in a
temperature signal from the simulator. The method is fur-
ther carried out by delivering RF power from the ablator

module to the temperature simulator, and while delivering
RF power, performing the steps of: communicating tem-
perature signals from the temperature simulator to the
ablator module, varying the communicated temperature
signals, and verifying that a variation in the power output
of the ablator module in response to varying the temper-
ature signals conforms to the predefined manner.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] This invention relates to tissue ablation sys-
tems. More particularly, this invention relates to simulat-
ed operation of an RF generator in tissue ablation system.

2. Description of the Related Art.

[0002] Cardiac arrhythmias, such as atrial fibrillation,
occur when regions of cardiac tissue abnormally conduct
electric signals to adjacent tissue, thereby disrupting the
normal cardiac cycle and causing asynchronous rhythm.
[0003] Procedures for treating arrhythmia include sur-
gically disrupting the origin of the signals causing the
arrhythmia, as well as disrupting the conducting pathway
for such signals. By selectively ablating cardiac tissue by
application of energy via a catheter, it is sometimes pos-
sible to cease or modify the propagation of unwanted
electrical signals from one portion of the heart to another.
The ablation process destroys the unwanted electrical
pathways by formation of non-conducting lesions.
[0004] U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2009/0030411 by Werneth et al. describes an ablation
catheter in which a thermocouple can be used to measure
the temperature local to the thermocouple prior to, during
or after the delivery of ablation energy. It is explained that
when an ablation is performed, maintaining the tissue at
a temperature below a threshold is required. Information
recorded from the thermocouple is used to adjust energy
delivery or to modify its frequency, based on temperature
information analysis.
[0005] U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2011/0218526 provides another example of a thermo-
couple in an ablation system, which electrodes may be
electrically coupled to an output portion of an RF gener-
ator, and each thermocouple may be electrically coupled
to a feedback portion of the RF generator. A processor
accepts an input voltage and produces an output voltage,
based on feedback signals from the thermocouples, and
then adjusts a duty cycle modulator as well as an ampli-
tude modulator according to the feedback signals.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] There is provided according to embodiments of
the invention an apparatus for testing a tissue ablation
system, which includes emulation circuitry connectable
to an ablator module being tested, the ablator module
has an adjustable radiofrequency (RF) power output and
a monitor display. The emulation circuitry includes a first
arm of a first thermocouple metallic material linked to the
power output of the ablator module, and a second arm
of a second thermocouple metallic material connected
to the monitor display. A return pathway extending from

the first arm to the ablator module permits passage of
RF current and blocks direct current (DC). An adjustable
voltage source producing a DC potential is connected
via an output circuit across the first arm and the second
arm, the output circuit having a greater resistance to RF
current than to direct current.
[0007] According to an aspect of the apparatus, the
return pathway includes a DC blocking capacitor.
[0008] According to a further aspect of the apparatus,
the output circuit includes a chain of resistors connected
in series with an inductor.
[0009] According to one aspect of the apparatus, the
inductor includes a plurality of ferrite inductors in con-
nected in series with the adjustable voltage source.
[0010] According to yet another aspect of the appara-
tus, a value of the inductor is 1 mH.
[0011] There is further provided according to embodi-
ments of the invention a method of testing a thermocou-
ple-based RF ablation system, which is carried out by
connecting a temperature simulator to an ablator module.
The ablator module is operative to vary a radiofrequency
(RF) power output thereof in a predefined manner in re-
sponse to predefined variations in a temperature signal.
The method is further carried out by delivering RF power
from the ablator module to the temperature simulator,
and while delivering RF power, performing the steps of:
communicating temperature signals from the tempera-
ture simulator to the ablator module, varying the commu-
nicated temperature signals, and verifying that a variation
in the power output of the ablator module in response to
varying the temperature signals conforms to the prede-
fined manner.
[0012] There is further provided according to embodi-
ments of the invention a method of testing a thermocou-
ple-based RF ablation system, which is carried out by
connecting a temperature simulator to an ablator module.
The ablator module is operative to vary a radiofrequency
(RF) power output thereof in a predefined manner in re-
sponse to predefined variations in a temperature signal
and has a temperature display monitor. The method is
further carried out by delivering RF power from the ablator
module to the temperature simulator, while delivering RF
power, performing the steps of: communicating temper-
ature signals from the temperature simulator to the ab-
lator module, varying a potential of the communicated
temperature signals in accordance with known temper-
ature-dependent potentials of a thermocouple junction
to represent respective temperatures, and calibrating the
temperature display monitor to conform to the respective
temperatures represented by of the communicated tem-
perature signals.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWINGS

[0013] For a better understanding of the present inven-
tion, reference is made to the detailed description of the
invention, by way of example, which is to be read in con-
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junction with the following drawings, wherein like ele-
ments are given like reference numerals, and wherein:
[0014] Fig. 1 is a pictorial illustration of a system for
performing diagnostic and therapeutic procedures on a
heart of a living subject, which is constructed and oper-
ative in accordance with a disclosed embodiment of the
invention;
[0015] Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram of a thermocou-
ple-based RF ablation system, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the invention;
[0016] Fig. 3 is a detailed electrical schematic of a tem-
perature simulator, which simulates operation of the ab-
lation system shown in Fig. 2, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the invention;
[0017] Fig. 4 is a flow chart of a method of operating a
temperature simulator for thermocouple-based RF abla-
tion system, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention; and
[0018] Fig. 5 is a flow chart of a method of operating a
temperature simulator for thermocouple-based RF abla-
tion system to calibrate an RF generator, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0019] In the following description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough under-
standing of the various principles of the present invention.
It will be apparent to one skilled in the art, however, that
not all these details are necessarily always needed for
practicing the present invention. In this instance, well-
known circuits, control logic, and the details of computer
program instructions for conventional algorithms and
processes have not been shown in detail in order not to
obscure the general concepts unnecessarily.
[0020] Aspects of the present invention may be em-
bodied in software programming code, which is typically
maintained in permanent storage, such as a computer
readable medium. In a client/server environment, such
software programming code may be stored on a client or
a server. The software programming code may be em-
bodied on any of a variety of known non-transitory media
for use with a data processing system, such as a diskette,
hard drive, electronic media or CD-ROM. The code may
be distributed on such media, or may be distributed to
users from the memory or storage of one computer sys-
tem over a network of some type to storage devices on
other computer systems for use by users of such other
systems.
[0021] The term "couple" or "coupled" is intended to
mean either an indirect or direct connection. Thus, if a
first device is coupled to a second device, that connection
may be through a direct connection, or through an indirect
connection via other devices and connections, or via in-
ductive or capacitive coupling.
[0022] Turning now to the drawings, reference is ini-
tially made to Fig. 1, which is a pictorial illustration of a
system 10 for performing diagnostic and therapeutic pro-

cedures on a heart 12 of a living subject, which is con-
structed and operative in accordance with a disclosed
embodiment of the invention. The system comprises a
catheter 14, which is percutaneously inserted by an op-
erator 16 through the patient’s vascular system into a
chamber or vascular structure of the heart 12. The oper-
ator 16, who is typically a physician, brings the catheter’s
distal tip 18 into contact with the heart wall at an ablation
target site. Optionally, electrical activation maps may
then be prepared, according to the methods disclosed in
U.S. Patent Nos. 6,226,542, and 6,301,496, and in com-
monly assigned U.S. Patent No. 6,892,091, whose dis-
closures are herein incorporated by reference. One com-
mercial product embodying elements of the system 10
is available as the CARTO® 3 System, available from
Biosense Webster, Inc., 3333 Diamond Canyon Road,
Diamond Bar, CA 91765. This system may be modified
by those skilled in the art to embody the principles of the
invention described herein.
[0023] Areas determined to be abnormal, for example
by evaluation of the electrical activation maps, can be
ablated by application of thermal energy, e.g., by pas-
sage of radiofrequency electrical current through wires
in the catheter to one or more electrodes at the distal tip
18, which apply the radiofrequency energy to the myo-
cardium. The energy is absorbed in the tissue, heating
it to a point (typically about 50°C) at which it permanently
loses its electrical excitability. When successful, this pro-
cedure creates non-conducting lesions in the cardiac tis-
sue, which disrupt the abnormal electrical pathway caus-
ing the arrhythmia. The principles of the invention can be
applied to different heart chambers to treat many different
cardiac arrhythmias.
[0024] The catheter 14 typically comprises a handle
20, having suitable controls on the handle to enable the
operator 16 to steer, position and orient the distal end of
the catheter as desired for the ablation. To aid the oper-
ator 16, the distal portion of the catheter 14 contains po-
sition sensors (not shown) that provide signals to a po-
sitioning processor 22, located in a console 24.
[0025] Ablation energy and electrical signals can be
conveyed to and from the heart 12 through one or more
ablation electrodes 32 located at or near the distal tip 18
via cable 34 to the console 24. Pacing signals and other
control signals may be conveyed from the console 24
through the cable 34 and the electrodes 32 to the heart
12. Sensing electrodes 33, also connected to the console
24, are disposed between the ablation electrodes 32 and
have connections to the cable 34.
[0026] Wire connections 35 link the console 24 with
body surface electrodes 30 and other components of a
positioning sub-system. The electrodes 32 and the body
surface electrodes 30 may be used to measure tissue
impedance at the ablation site as taught in U.S. Patent
No. 7,536,218, issued to Govari et al., which is herein
incorporated by reference. A temperature sensor such
as thermocouples 31, may be mounted on or near the
ablation electrode 32 and optionally or near the sensing
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electrode 33. The thermocouples 31 are connected to
the electrode circuit as described in further detail below.
[0027] The console 24 typically contains one or more
ablation power generators 25. The catheter 14 may be
adapted to conduct ablative energy to the heart using
any known ablation technique, e.g., radiofrequency en-
ergy, ultrasound energy, and laser-produced light ener-
gy. Such methods are disclosed in commonly assigned
U.S. Patent Nos. 6,814,733, 6,997,924, and 7,156,816,
which are herein incorporated by reference.
[0028] The positioning processor 22 is an element of
a positioning subsystem in the system 10 that measures
location and orientation coordinates of the catheter 14.
[0029] In one embodiment, the positioning subsystem
comprises a magnetic position tracking arrangement that
determines the position and orientation of the catheter
14 by generating magnetic fields in a predefined working
volume and sensing these fields at the catheter, using
field generating coils 28. The positioning subsystem may
employ impedance measurement, as taught, for example
in U.S. Patent No. 7,756,576, which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference, and in the above-noted U.S. Patent
No. 7,536,218.
[0030] As noted above, the catheter 14 is coupled to
the console 24, which enables the operator 16 to observe
and regulate the functions of the catheter 14. Console
24 includes a processor, preferably a computer with ap-
propriate signal processing circuits. The processor is
coupled to drive a monitor 29. The signal processing cir-
cuits typically receive, amplify, filter and digitize signals
from the catheter 14, including signals generated by the
above-noted sensors and a plurality of location sensing
electrodes (not shown) located distally in the catheter 14.
The digitized signals are received and used by the con-
sole 24 and the positioning system to compute the posi-
tion and orientation of the catheter 14 and to analyze the
electrical signals from the electrodes.
[0031] Typically, the system 10 includes other ele-
ments, which are not shown in the figures for the sake
of simplicity. For example, the system 10 may include an
electrocardiogram (ECG) monitor, coupled to receive
signals from one or more body surface electrodes, to
provide an ECG synchronization signal to the console
24. As mentioned above, the system 10 typically also
includes a reference position sensor, either on an exter-
nally-applied reference patch attached to the exterior of
the subject’s body, or on an internally-placed catheter,
which is inserted into the heart 12 maintained in a fixed
position relative to the heart 12. Conventional pumps and
lines for circulating liquids through the catheter 14 for
cooling the ablation site are provided.
[0032] In order to accurately ablate tissue, for example
according to known procedures in which tissue temper-
ature is an important variable, it is desirable to understand
and model the behavior of the ablation catheter in actual
operation. This can be done, according to embodiments
of the invention, using a jig, which behaves as a temper-
ature simulator, and which is connected to an RF gener-

ator. The simulator operates while the RF generator is
active by separating a relatively high power RF current
from a low power DC current, using a capacitor to provide
a preferred low-impedance path for the RF component.
The DC component is a voltage of about 40mV, approx-
imating typical thermocouple junction voltages, and
which is detected and quantitated. By externally control-
ling a DC source for the voltage, the detected voltage
and therefore the simulated temperature is immediately
affected, irrespective of the activity of the RF generator.
[0033] Embodiments of the present invention separate
the two effects, i.e., the junction potential, Vj, and the RF
power, P, in a simulation/calibration jig. Positive and neg-
ative terminals of the jig are connected to the mV input
of the generator and to ground, respectively.
[0034] Reference is now made to Fig. 2, which is a
schematic diagram of a thermocouple-based RF ablation
system 45, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention. A tissue ablation module, which is realized as
an RF generator module 47 includes an RF generator 43
and a display 49, which presents a microvolt DC reading.
[0035] The generator module 47 is connectable to
catheter 14 in actual ablation operation. The generator
43 is adjustable, and the direct current (DC) response of
thermocouples 31 occurs during actual operation of the
catheter 14. The DC output of the thermocouples 31 (vj)
can thus be correlated with the power (P) produced by
the RF generator 43 and measured using the display 49.
However, in this system, the accuracy of the monitored
DC output and hence the temperature reading is affected
by the presence of induced RF current in the thermocou-
ple circuit.
[0036] Reference is now made to Fig. 3, which is a
detailed electrical schematic of a jig 51, which simulates
operation of the ablation system 45 (Fig. 2), in accord-
ance with an embodiment of the invention. In the circuitry
shown in Fig. 3, the flows of direct current and RF current
are indicated by solid arrows and arrows drawn as broken
lines, respectively.
[0037] As noted above, in actual operation of an abla-
tion system, the RF power produced by the generator
module 47 heats resistive tissue of a patient, causing
ablation of part of the tissue. In the jig 51 the resistive
tissue is represented by a load resistor 41, which is con-
nected to the RF power output of a generator 43. The
resistor 41 needs to be able to dissipate power on the
order of 25W.
[0038] A positive terminal 53 made of copper-constan-
tan and a constantan wire 55 are thermocouple metallic
elements of the sort that may implement a thermocouple
in an ablation catheter. In such a catheter, the thermo-
couple may be in physical contact with the ablation elec-
trode or more loosely coupled to the ablation electrode
without actual physical contact. In the jig 51, RF current
is present at the positive terminal 53. In the example of
Fig. 3, the positive terminal 53 uses a copper conductor
57 (carrying the power) as one "arm" of the thermocouple
- the other arm being the constantan wire 55. The poten-
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tial Vj generated at the positive terminal 53, arising from
the junction temperature, is typically of the order of mi-
crovolts. The potential may be fed back to the power gen-
erator via negative terminal 59, which typically uses the
measured potential to control the power delivered by the
generator. Other thermocouple metallic elements and al-
loys may be substituted for copper and constantan in the
positive terminal 53 and negative terminal 59.
[0039] A generator suitable for use as the generator
43 is the nMARQ™ RF generator produced by Biosense
Webster. This generator has a microvolt input 61 and the
capability of displaying the power delivered by the elec-
trode and the impedance "seen" by its output terminal.
The generator also displays the temperature of the elec-
trode, using the junction potential Vj described above that
is received via the microvolt input 61 and shown on the
display 49. This temperature is generally not the actual
temperature of the patient tissue or of the electrode-tis-
sue interface. As stated in the manual "The temperature
displayed on the nMARQ Multi-Channel RF Generator
does not represent the temperature of the tissue nor the
temperature of the interface between the electrode and
the tissue." The temperature registered by the thermo-
couple (and displayed by the nMARQ generator), and
the temperature of the tissue are different because of the
heating effect of the RF power.
[0040] As shown in the schematic, known value resis-
tors 63, 65 are placed across the copper-constantan
junction of the thermocouple. The resistors 63, 65 are
part of a resistor chain that includes resistors 67, 69. The
resistors 63, 65, 67, 69 have values of 150-200 Ohms.
The chain is connected to a variable DC source 71, which
combines with the DC voltage Vj and appears across
positive terminal 53 and negative terminal 59. The Model
NIPCI-6073 data acquisition tool, available from National
Instruments Corporation, 11500 N. Mopac Expwy, Aus-
tin, TX 78759-3504, is suitable for the source 71. RF cur-
rent in a portion of the circuitry delineated by a box 73 is
largely eliminated by the presence of 1mH ferrite induc-
tors 75, and also by connecting a resistor 77 in series
with a 0.15 mF DC blocking capacitor 79 to provide a
return path having low impedance to RF, and leading
from the positive terminal 53 to ground. As a result, DC
is blocked from the return path, but RF is permitted. At
the same time, RF current is effectively blocked from a
second circuit, which is a path formed by source 71, in-
ductors 75 and the resistor chain, and which has a greater
resistance to RF current than to DC current. This is largely
due to the reactance of the inductors 75 seen by the RF
source. However, the combined DC output of the source
71 and the voltage Vj flows readily in the second circuit,
and DC voltage appears at the negative terminal 59 and
at the microvolt input 61 of the generator module 47.
[0041] The effect is to separate the DC potential be-
tween the positive terminal 53 and the negative terminal
59 from the RF current produced by the generator module
47. The separation of the DC potential and the RF power
allows the jig to be used for two purposes:

[0042] (1) Simulating different values of the thermo-
couple potential Vj and the RF power P independently of
each other by adjusting the outputs source 71 and the
generator 43. This type of simulation allows various ab-
lation algorithms built into generators (such as the
nMARQ RF generator) to be modified or evaluated. Such
algorithms typically use values of the potential Vj to con-
trol the RF power P. The jig 51 allows simulations of sce-
narios, such as rapid temperature excursions, e.g., be-
yond safety limits, or very stable temperatures. When
such scenarios occur, the response of the generator
module 47 can be evaluated.
[0043] (2) Calibration of the value of the potential Vj for
different values of the power P and other variables such
as change of the power P with time. The electromotive
force produced by copper-nickel alloys such as constan-
tan as a function of temperature is well-known. In a cal-
ibration mode, any desired temperature can be simulat-
ed, and the readout of the generator module 47 may be
adjusted to correct errors. This calibration can be elab-
orated to correct for errors that vary according to the lev-
els of RF power being produced. Such calibrations are
typically performed at the factory, but may be repeated
by maintenance personnel, or even by an operator if de-
sired.
[0044] While the generator 43 and the display 49 may
be integral, as in Fig. 3, this is not essential, and they
may be provided separately. The simulations and cali-
brations described above may be performed in any case.
[0045] The following procedures are explained for con-
venience with respect to the circuitry shown in Fig. 3, but
they are not limited to the particular configuration shown
therein.
[0046] Reference is now made to Fig. 4, which is a flow
chart of a method of operating a temperature simulator
for thermocouple-based RF ablation system, in accord-
ance with an embodiment of the invention. At initial step
81 the jig 51 is connected to the generator module 47,
to the display 49 and the direct current source 71.
[0047] Next, at step 83, the power output of the gen-
erator module 47 and the source 71 are independently
adjusted so as to simulate a sequence of events, which
the generator module 47 is expected to recognize and
to respond in accordance with its internal programming.
[0048] For example, the simulator may be adjusted
such that the display 49 initially registers 38°C and
progresses to 44°C while the power varies up to 25W.
[0049] In an alternative testing sequence, the simulator
may be adjusted such that the display 49 initially registers
38°C and progresses to an upper temperature limit of
47°C, with oscillations of +/- 2°C, during which the power
may reach a target of 25W and then drop, so as to main-
tain the temperature readings below 47°C.
[0050] In yet another alternative testing sequence, de-
signed for testing safety of the ablator, the display 49
may initially be set to register 47°C and progress to 80°C.
It is expected that the generator module 47 will issue an
alert indicating an abnormally high temperature and will
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produce control signals intended to reduce or discontinue
power output in order to stop the ablation.
[0051] Next, at decision step 85, it is determined if the
generator module 47 has responded to the testing se-
quence as programmed. If the determination is affirma-
tive, then control proceeds to final step 87 where a suc-
cessful result is reported.
[0052] If the determination at decision step 85 is neg-
ative, then control proceeds to final step 89 where failure
is reported.
[0053] Reference is now made to Fig. 5, which is a flow
chart of a method of operating a temperature simulator
for thermocouple-based RF ablation system to calibrate
an RF generator having a microvolt input, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention.
[0054] At initial step 91, the jig 51 is connected to the
generator module 47, to the display 49 and the direct
current source 71.
[0055] Next, at step 93, the source 71 is adjusted to
simulate a first temperature, e.g., 25°C. A bias control in
the generator module 47 is adjusted such that the display
49 reads 25°C. The generator module 47 may be acti-
vated to produce power at an operational level to assure
that the display 49 continues to read 25°C.
[0056] Next at step 95, the source 71 is adjusted to
simulate a second temperature, e.g., 75°C. A sensitivity
control in the generator module 47 is adjusted such that
the display 49 reads 48°C. The generator module 47 may
be activated to produce power at an operational level to
assure that the display 49 continues to read 75°C.
[0057] Steps 93, 95 may be iterated, varying the bias
and sensitivity controls as necessary to improve the qual-
ity of the readings of the display 49.
[0058] Next, at decision step 97, it is determined if the
readings of the display 49 are accurate within a defined
tolerance limit. If the determination is affirmative, then
control proceeds to final step 99 where a successful result
is reported.
[0059] If the determination at decision step 97 is neg-
ative, then control proceeds to final step 101 where failure
is reported.
[0060] It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the
art that the present invention is not limited to what has
been particularly shown and described hereinabove.
Rather, the scope of the present invention includes both
combinations and subcombinations of the various fea-
tures described hereinabove, as well as variations and
modifications thereof that are not in the prior art, which
would occur to persons skilled in the art upon reading
the foregoing description.

Claims

1. An apparatus for testing a tissue ablation system,
comprising:

emulation circuitry connectable to an ablator

module being tested, the ablator module having
an adjustable radiofrequency (RF) power output
and a monitor display, the emulation circuitry
comprising:

a first arm comprising a first thermocouple
metallic material linked to the power output
of the ablator module;
a second arm comprising a second thermo-
couple metallic material connected to the
monitor display;
a return pathway extending from the first
arm to the ablator module, the return path-
way permitting passage of RF current and
blocking direct current (DC);
an adjustable voltage source producing a
DC potential and connected via an output
circuit across the first arm and the second
arm, the output circuit having a greater re-
sistance to RF current than to direct current.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the re-
turn pathway comprises a DC blocking capacitor.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the out-
put circuit comprises a chain of resistors connected
in series with an inductor.

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the in-
ductor comprises a plurality of ferrite inductors in
connected in series with the adjustable voltage
source.

5. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein a value
of the inductor is 1 mH.

6. A method of testing a thermocouple-based RF ab-
lation system, comprising the steps of:

connecting a temperature simulator to an abla-
tor module, the ablator module operative to vary
a radiofrequency (RF) power output thereof in a
predefined manner in response to predefined
variations in a temperature signal;
delivering RF power from the ablator module to
the temperature simulator;
while performing the step of delivering RF pow-
er, performing the steps of:

communicating temperature signals from
the temperature simulator to the ablator
module;
varying the communicated temperature sig-
nals; and
verifying that a variation in the power output
of the ablator module in response to varying
the communicated temperature signals
conforms to the predefined manner.
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7. A method of testing a thermocouple-based RF ab-
lation system, comprising the steps of:

connecting a temperature simulator to an abla-
tor module, the ablator module operative to vary
a radiofrequency (RF) power output thereof in a
predefined manner in response to predefined
variations in a temperature signal and having a
temperature display monitor;
delivering RF power from the ablator module to
the temperature simulator;
while performing the step of delivering RF pow-
er, performing the steps of:

communicating temperature signals from
the temperature simulator to the ablator
module;
varying a potential of the communicated
temperature signals in accordance with
known temperature-dependent potentials
of a thermocouple junction to represent re-
spective temperatures; and
calibrating the temperature display monitor
to conform to the respective temperatures
represented by of the communicated tem-
perature signals.

8. The method according to claim 6 or 7, wherein the
temperature simulator comprises:

a first arm comprising a first thermocouple me-
tallic material linked to the power output of the
ablator module;
a second arm comprising a second thermocou-
ple metallic material for connection to a monitor
display;
a return pathway extending from the first arm to
the ablator module, the return pathway permit-
ting passage of RF current and blocking direct
current (DC);
an adjustable voltage source producing a direct
current (DC) potential and connected via an out-
put circuit across the first arm and the second
arm, the output circuit having a greater resist-
ance to RF current than to direct current.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the return
pathway comprises a DC blocking capacitor.

10. The method according to claim 8, wherein the output
circuit comprises a chain of resistors connected in
series with an inductor.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the in-
ductor comprises a plurality of ferrite inductors in
connected in series with the adjustable voltage
source.

12. The method according to claim 10, wherein a value
of the inductor is 1 mH.
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