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(54) Air conditioner with ionizer

(57) The present invention relates to an air condition-
er with an ionizer which comprises: an ionizer to generate
ions mounted in the vicinity of an air outlet, a carrier to
move the ionizer, and a controller to control the ionizer
and the carrier. The controller controls the carrier to move
the ionizer to an initial point when power is supplied to
the air conditioner or the power is changed from turn off

to turn on. The controller can control a position of the
ionizer with the carrier in response to a sensing signal of
a sensor which senses a position of a person. Accord-
ingly, a range of ion diffusion can be controlled efficiently,
and by making the ions to be discharged to a specific
direction the user presents thereto, effective improve-
ment of an ion effect the user feel can be improved.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an air condi-
tioner with an ionizer, and more specifically the present
invention relates to an air conditioner having a movable
ionizer arranged in the vicinity of an air outlet.
[0002] As environmental pollution becomes the worse,
people having different respiratory disease or showing
allergy reaction caused by polluted air increases the
more. Consequently, various attempts, such as genera-
tion of anions, have been made for cleaning the polluted
air to improve a quality of the air.
[0003] Since the anion, a molecule of oxygen, nitrogen,
or so on having a negative charge, is very beneficial for
a human body, and effective for removal of dust and odor,
an ionizer module is additionally mounted to, and used
in, different types of domestic appliances, such as an air
conditioner, or air cleaner.
[0004] Referring to FIG. 1, as an example, mounted in
the vicinity of an air outlet of a wall mounting type air
conditioner 20 additionally, there may a small sized mod-
ular ionizer 10 for generating at least one of anion and
cation.
[0005] Referring to FIG. 2, the ionizer 10 may be
mounted to a stand type air conditioner 30 in the vicinity
of an air outlet thereof in a small sized modular mode for
generating at least one of the anion and the cation.
[0006] However, since the ionizer 10 is mounted se-
cured to a side, i.e., a left side or a right side, of the air
outlet of the domestic appliance, such as the air cleaner
or the air conditioner due to limitation of a mounting
space, diffusion of the ions carried by air being dis-
charged is limited, and, moreover, since the ions are dis-
charged in a direction, not relevant to a position of a user,
the ionizer 10 has a problem in that the user fails to feel
an effect of the anion, properly.
[0007] Accordingly, the present invention has been
made in an effort to solve the aforementioned problems,
and it is an object of the present invention to provide an
air conditioner which makes ions generated by an ionizer
to diffuse effectively owing to an air flow.
[0008] It is another object of the present invention to
provide an air conditioner which makes ions to be for-
warded to a person in a room, effectively.
[0009] The present invention provides an air condition-
er including an ionizer to generate ions mounted on a
vicinity of an air outlet, a carrier to move the ionizer, and
a controller to control the ionizer and the carrier.
[0010] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the air conditioner may further com-
prise a front chassis, and the ionizer is mounted on an
inside of the front chassis.
[0011] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the carrier includes a step motor and
a lead screw, and the ionizer may move interlocked with
the lead screw when the motor rotates the lead screw.
[0012] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the step motor and the lead screw may

be mounted on an inside of the air outlet.
[0013] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the controller may control the carrier
to move the ionizer to an initial position when power is
supplied to the air conditioner or the power is changed
from turn off to turn on.
[0014] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the controller may control a position
of the ionizer with a number of pulses applied to the step
motor from the initial position.
[0015] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the air conditioner may further include
a sensor to sense a position of a person, and the con-
troller may control the position of the ionizer through the
carrier in response to a sensing signal of the sensor.
[0016] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the sensor may be one of an ultrasonic
sensor, an infrared sensor, and a heat sensor.
[0017] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the sensor may be mounted to a front
of the air conditioner.
[0018] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the controller may determine a range
a person presents with respect to the air conditioner with
the sensor, and may control the carrier to make the ion-
izer to reciprocate within the range determined by the
controller.
[0019] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, if the controller sets the ionizer to re-
ciprocate, the controller may control the ionizer to in-
crease an ion generation rate when the ionizer passes
the range the person presents with respect to the air con-
ditioner.
[0020] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, if the controller sets the ionizer to re-
ciprocate, the controller may increase strength of air flow
from the air conditioner when the ionizer passes the
range the person presents with respect to the air condi-
tioner.
[0021] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the air conditioner may further com-
prise an input unit, wherein an operation mode among a
plurality of operation modes are set through the input unit.
[0022] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the operation mode may be a water
fall mode in which the controller controls an operation of
the ionizer to set an ion generation rate to a highest, as
well as move a position of the ionizer to a center of the
air conditioner, to diffuse the ions at the center, and the
controller sets an air flow rate of the air conditioner to be
higher than other modes among the plurality of modes.
[0023] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the operation mode may be a sleeping
mode in which the controller controls an operation of the
ionizer to set an ion generation rate to a lowest, as well
as move a position of the ionizer to a left side and a right
side of the air conditioner alternately at predetermined
time intervals, to spread the generated ions.
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[0024] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the air conditioner may further include
a vane driver to drive a vane which controls a direction
of air being discharged, and the controller may control
the carrier to reciprocate the ionizer periodically, controls
the vane driver to swing the vane periodically, and syn-
chronizes a reciprocating period of the ionizer and a
swing period of the vane at a predetermined ratio to dis-
tribute ion concentration uniformly.
[0025] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the air conditioner may further include
a vane driver to drive the vane which controls a direction
of the air being discharged, and the controller may move
the position of the ionizer taking a position the person
presents with respect to the air conditioner determined
by the controller with the sensor and the controller may
take into account direction of the vane in a state the vane
is set to swing.
[0026] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, when the vane rotates to direct the air
to a right side, the controller may control the carrier to
position the ionizer at a left side, and, when the vane
rotates to direct the air to the left side, the controller may
control the carrier to position the ionizer at the right side.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027] FIG. 1 is a front view illustrating a general wall
mounting type air conditioner having an ionizer module
mounted thereto;
[0028] FIG. 2 is a front view illustrating a general stand
type air conditioner having an ionizer module mounted
thereto;
[0029] FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating an ion-
izer applicable to the present invention;
[0030] FIG. 4 is a front view illustrating an ionizer mov-
able in a horizontal direction in an air conditioner in ac-
cordance with an embodiment of the present invention;
[0031] FIGS. 5A and 5B are schematic views illustrat-
ing an ionizer mounted to an inside structure in the vicinity
of an air outlet in an air conditioner in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention;
[0032] FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an air conditioner
in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
[0033] FIG. 7 is a schematic view of an ionizer in an
air conditioner in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention illustrating the ionizer moving toward
a user.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0034] In what follows, an ionizer according to pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention will be de-
scribed in detail with reference to the appended draw-
ings.
[0035] The air conditioner in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the present invention may have a movable

ionizer mounted in the vicinity of an air outlet. For an
example, the air conditioner of the present invention may
include an ionizer for generating ions, and a carrier for
moving the ionizer. In the specification, the air conditioner
is a machine for controlling a temperature, humidity, and
an air quality of a space having an air cleaner, an air
heater, an air cooler, a humidifier, a fan, and so on mount-
ed therein.
[0036] Referring to FIG. 3, the ionizer 10 may be in a
small sized modular mode having an anion electrode 10a
for generating an anion, and a cation electrode 10b for
generating a cation.
[0037] And, referring to FIG. 4, the modular ionizer 10
may be mounted in the vicinity of an outlet extended in
a horizontal direction of the air conditioner, such that the
modular ionizer 10 is movable along the air outlet in re-
sponse to a signal, applied by a user, or from a human
body sensor.
[0038] And, referring to FIG. 5, if the ionizer 10 is
mounted to, for an example, to a wall mounting type air
conditioner 20, the ionizer 10 may be mounted to a struc-
ture on an inside of a front chassis 21 for making the
ionizer 10 invisible from an outside of the air conditioner
20, and making the anions to be discharged following an
air flow of the air conditioner being discharged through
the outlet.
[0039] Referring to FIG. 6, the ionizer 10 moves, for
an example, along a rail 51 mounted in a horizontal di-
rection, wherein the rail 51 may be a lead screw rotated
by driving the motor 52.
[0040] And, referring to FIG. 6, since the lead screw
has a helical groove (A thread) formed therein, and the
ionizer 10 has link ring 10c with a needle or a rack formed
therein to be engaged with the groove (Thread) in the
lead screw, if the lead screw rotates, the ionizer 10 moves
in a length direction of the rail.
[0041] The motor 52 may be, for an example, a step
motor for controlling rotation of a rotor in steps to control
a position of a component connected to the lead screw
accurately, wherein, as shown in FIG. 6, a driving unit 53
which applies a voltage to the motor 52 is operated under
the control of a controller 54, such as a microcomputer.
The position of the ionizer 10 may be controlled with a
number of pulses, i.e., a number of steps, applied to the
step motor in a feed forward method, without using an
additional position sensor.
[0042] And, the controller 54 may move the position of
the ionizer 10 to any position by controlling operation of
the driving unit 53 in response to a signal applied by the
user received through an input unit 55, or may move the
position of the ionizer 10 to a position in the vicinity of a
direction in which a human body is sensed by controlling
operation of the driving unit 53 in response to a body
sensed signal sensed by a sensor unit 56.
[0043] For an example, the input unit 55 may include
a remote controller receiver module or a key panel for
making the driving unit 53 to perform an operation the
user desires selectively, and the sensor unit 56 may in-
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clude at least one of different types of human body sen-
sors, such as an ultrasonic sensor, an infrared sensor, a
heat sensor, and so on for automatic sensing of the po-
sition of the user.
[0044] And, referring to FIG. 5, the human body sensor
may be mounted to the front chassis 21 of the air condi-
tioner, for an example, to a front of the air outlet for sens-
ing the position of the user.
[0045] Referring to FIG. 7, upon reception of, for an
example, the body sensed signal from the sensor unit
56, the controller 54 controls operation of the driving unit
53 in response to the human body sensed signal, to make
a position of the ionizer 10 to direct the user.
[0046] For an example, if the user moves from a left
side of the air conditioner to a right side thereof, the sen-
sor unit 56 outputs the human body sensed signal cor-
responding to the movement of the user, and the con-
troller 54 controls the operation of the driving unit 53, to
control to vary the voltage to be applied to the motor 53.
[0047] According to this, the position of the ionizer 10
is moved from the left side to the right side along the rail
51 which rotates as the motor 53 is driven, making the
ions to emit from the ionizer 10 toward the user moved
to the right side, an ion effect the user feels can be im-
proved, effectively.
[0048] And, if the signal applied by the user received
through the input unit 55 is the remote controller signal
corresponding to the position control on the ionizer, the
controller 54 controls operation of the driving unit 53 to
make the position of the ionizer 10 to move in response
to the signal applied by the user.
[0049] The controller 54 sets a specific operation mode
according to the signal applied by the user received
through the input unit 55, wherein the specific operation
mode may be any one of a plurality of operation modes
set in advance for changing an ion generation rate, an
air flow rate, or the like.
[0050] For example, if the specific mode is a water fall
mode in which the ion generation rate is set to a highest,
the controller 54 controls the operation of the ionizer 10
to increase the ion generation rate to a highest, as well
as move the position of the ionizer 10 to a center, to
diffuse the ions at the center intensively. In this time, the
air flow rate of the air conditioner may be increased com-
pared to a prior operation mode.
[0051] Opposite to this, if the specific mode is, for an
example, a sleeping mode in which the ion generation
rate is set to a lowest, the controller 54 controls the op-
eration of the ionizer 10 to reduce the ion generation rate
to a lowest as well as make the position of the ionizer 10
to move to the left side and the right side alternately at
predetermined time intervals, to spread the ions gener-
ated thus to the left side and the right side widely while
the user sleeps.
[0052] And, if a system power of the air conditioner is
turned off, or an initializing operation is performed in re-
sponse to the signal applied by the user, the controller
54 controls the operation of the driving unit 53 to move

the position of the ionizer 10 to an initial point set in ad-
vance.
[0053] For an example, the controller 54 may make
precise control on the step motor by moving the ionizer
10 to the closest one of the initial points and initializing
a value of the step count counted up to now.
[0054] In order to make the controller 54 to be able to
determine and control the position of the ionizer 10 even
after supply of the system power fails suddenly during
operation of the air conditioner, the controller 54 may
control the driving unit 53 to move the ionizer 10 to one
of the initial points when the power is supplied to the air
conditioner or the power is changing from turn off to turn
on. The controller 54 can determine the position of the
ionizer 10 with the number of pulses, i.e., the number of
steps, applied to the step motor through the driving unit
53 from the initial point.
[0055] In the meantime, the air conditioner may include
a vane for controlling a direction of the air being dis-
charged, and a vane driver for driving the vane, and, in
order to control a distribution of ion concentration of a
room, the controller 54 may control the position of the
ionizer 10 interlocked with the direction of the vane, or
strength of the air being discharged by the air conditioner
or the ion generation rate of the ionizer 10 interlocked
with the position of the ionizer 10.
[0056] If it is intended to distribute the concentration of
the ions in the room uniformly, the controller 54 may con-
trol the driving unit 53 to reciprocate the ionizer 10 peri-
odically, and, additionally, to make the vane of the air
conditioner to swing, to distribute the ions generated by
the ionizer far and uniformly, wherein, by synchronizing
a reciprocating period of the ionizer 10 and a swing period
of the vane, in an one to one ratio, in an integer ratio, or
in a rational number ratio, it may also be possible to make
the vane to have angles different from one another every
time the ionizer 10 passes respective positions within a
reciprocating section.
[0057] The controller 54 can grasp a range the user
presents thereto from the human body sensed signal de-
tected by the sensor unit 56 and control the driving unit
53 to make the ionizer 10 to reciprocate within the range
grasped thus, or, in a state the ionizer 10 is set to recip-
rocate, control the ionizer 10 to increase the ion gener-
ation rate when the ionizer 10 passes the range, or control
a fan (Not shown) which generates an air flow to increase
a strength of the air flow or a flow rate of the air.
[0058] Moreover, the controller 54 can also move the
position of the ionizer 10 taking the position of the user
and the direction of the vane into account in a state the
vane which controls a direction of the air being dis-
charged from the air conditioner is set to swing, wherein
it may be possible that the ions generated by the ionizer
10 can be focused on the user according to the air flow
of which direction is controlled by the vane by making
the ionizer 10 to position at a left side further than the
user, if the vane rotates to direct the air being discharged
to the right side, and by making the ionizer 10 to position
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at the right side further than the user, if the vane rotates
to direct the air being discharged to the left side.
[0059] As has been described, the air conditioner with
an ionizer of the present invention has the following ad-
vantage.
[0060] A range of ion diffusion can be controlled more
efficiently, an ion effect the user feels can be improved
by making to discharge the ions to a direction the user
presents thereto.
[0061] While this invention has been described in con-
nection with what is presently considered to be practical
exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that tech-
nical aspects of the present invention are not limited to
the exemplary embodiments suggested in the specifica-
tion, but, though a person of an ordinary skill in this field
of art who understand the technical aspects of the present
invention can suggest another exemplary embodiment
by modifications, changes, removal, and addtion of con-
stituent elements within a range of technical aspects the
same with the present invention, it may also be within a
range of right of the present invention.

Claims

1. An air conditioner (20) comprising:

an ionizer (10) to generate ions mounted on a
vicinity of an air outlet;
a carrier (51, 52) to move the ionizer; and
a controller (54) to control the ionizer and the
carrier.

2. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the air conditioner further comprises a front chassis
(21), and the ionizer is mounted on an inside of the
front chassis.

3. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein
the carrier includes a step motor (52) and a lead
screw (51), and the ionizer moves interlocked with
the lead screw when the motor rotates the lead
screw.

4. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the step motor and the lead screw are mounted on
an inside of the air outlet.

5. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 3 or 4, wherein
the controller controls the step motor to move the
ionizer to an initial position when power is supplied
to the air conditioner or the power is changed from
turn off to turn on.

6. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the controller controls a position of the ionizer with
a number of pulses applied to the step motor from
the initial position.

7. The air conditioner as claimed in any one of the pre-
ceding claims, further comprising a sensor (56) to
sense a position of a person,
wherein the controller controls the position of the ion-
izer through the carrier in response to a sensing sig-
nal of the sensor.

8. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 7, wherein
the sensor is one of an ultrasonic sensor, an infrared
sensor, and a heat sensor.

9. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 7, wherein
the sensor is mounted to a front of the air conditioner.

10. The air conditioner as claimed in any one of claims
7 to 9, wherein the controller determines a range a
person presents with respect to the air conditioner
with the sensor, and controls the carrier to make the
ionizer to reciprocate within the range determined
by the controller.

11. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 10, wherein,
if the controller sets the ionizer to reciprocate, the
controller controls the ionizer to increase an ion gen-
eration rate when the ionizer passes the range the
person presents with respect to the air conditioner.

12. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 10, wherein,
if the controller sets the ionizer to reciprocate, the
controller increases strength of air flow from the air
conditioner when the ionizer passes the range the
person presents with respect to the air conditioner.

13. The air conditioner as claimed in any one of claims
7 to 12, further comprising a vane driver to drive a
vane which controls a direction of air being dis-
charged,
wherein the controller controls the carrier to recipro-
cate the ionizer periodically, controls the vane driver
to swing the vane periodically, and synchronizes a
reciprocating period of the ionizer and a swing period
of the vane at a predetermined ratio to distribute ion
concentration uniformly.

14. The air conditioner as claimed in any one of claims
7 to 12, further comprising a vane driver to drive the
vane which controls a direction of the air being dis-
charged,
wherein the controller moves the position of the ion-
izer taking a position the person presents with re-
spect to the air conditioner determined by the con-
troller with the sensor and the controller takes into
account direction of the vane in a state the vane is
set to swing.

15. The air conditioner as claimed in claim 14, wherein,
when the vane rotates to direct the air to a right side,
the controller controls the carrier to position the ion-
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izer at a left side, and, when the vane rotates to direct
the air to the left side, the controller controls the car-
rier to position the ionizer at the right side.
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