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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a wireless com-
munication system. More particularly, the present inven-
tion relates to a method and an apparatus for transmitting
beam information in a wireless communication system.

Background Art

[0002] Wireless communication systems are develop-
ing to support a higher data rate, in order to satisfy the
demand for the continuously increasing wireless data
traffic. Fourth Generation (4G) systems, which have
started to be commercialized, are being developed main-
ly towards the improvement of frequency spectral effi-
ciency in order to increase the data rate. However, only
the improvement of frequency spectral efficiency is in-
sufficient to satisfy the explosively increasing require-
ments for the wireless data traffic.
[0003] Schemes for addressing such a problem in-
clude a scheme using a very wide frequency band. In
related-art wireless communication systems (for exam-
ple, a mobile communication cellular system), a frequen-
cy band of 10 or less GHz is usually used and it is very
difficult to secure a wide frequency band. Therefore, a
related-art wireless communication system secures a
wideband frequency of a higher frequency band.
[0004] However, the higher the frequency for wireless
communication, the larger the path loss of an electric
wave. Further, as the path loss of an electric wave in-
creases, the distance the electric wave reaches decreas-
es, to thereby reduce the service coverage area. In order
to address this problem, a beam forming technology has
been used as a technology for reducing the path loss of
an electric wave and increasing the distance the electric
wave reaches.
[0005] The beam forming includes a transmission
beam forming performed on the transmitter side and a
reception beam forming performed on the receiver side.
Transmission beam forming is a technology of concen-
trating the arrival area of the electric wave in a particular
direction by using a plurality of antennas. Here, an ag-
gregation of the plurality of antennas is referred to as an
antenna array and each antenna included in the antenna
array is referred to as an array element. The antenna
array may be configured in various forms including a lin-
ear array, a planar array, etc. Use of the transmission
beam forming increases the directivity of a signal, so as
to increase the distance by which the signal is transmit-
ted. Moreover, when the transmission beam forming is
used, nearly no signals are transmitted in other directions
than an oriented direction, which results in a large reduc-
tion of signal interference to other receivers.
[0006] Meanwhile, the receiver side performs beam
forming for an incoming signal by using a reception an-
tenna array. The reception beam forming concentrates

the incoming electric wave in a particular direction to
thereby increase the sensitivity of the signal received in
the particular direction while preventing reception of in-
coming signals in the other directions to thereby intercept
the interference signals.
[0007] The above information is presented as back-
ground information only to assist with an understanding
of the present disclosure. No determination has been
made, and no assertion is made, as to whether any of
the above might be applicable as prior art with regard to
the present invention.
[0008] Document SEUNG YOUNG PARK ET AL: "On
Scheduling for Multiple-Antenna Wireless Networks Us-
ing Contention-Based Feedback",IEEE TRANSAC-
TIONS ON COMMUNICATIONS, IEEE SERVICE
CENTER, PISCATAWAY, NJ. USA, vol. 55, no. 6, 1 June
2007 (2007-06-01), pages 1174-1190, discloses a con-
tention-based CQl feedback where only users whose
channel gains are larger than a threshold are allowed to
transmit their CQI information through a spread-spec-
trum based contention channel. The information is sent
by the mobile station when the signal to interference plus
noise ratio exceeds a predetermined threshold.

Disclosure of Invention

Technical Problem

[0009] The beam forming requires a beam selection
technology which enables each of a base station and a
mobile station to exactly measure a transmission beam
and a reception beam and report the most proper beams
for communication. However, an obstruction in a link be-
tween the base station and the mobile station or a move-
ment of the mobile station may cause a momentary beam
change, which may cause a mismatch between reported
beam information and information of a proper beam at
the time point of transmission of a current signal, to there-
by largely deteriorate the performance. Therefore, the
related-art wireless communication systems have re-
quired a scheme capable of addressing the problem
which may be caused by a mismatch in the beam infor-
mation exchanged between a base station and a mobile
station according to a beam change.

Solution to Problem

[0010] Aspects of the present invention are to address
at least the above-mentioned problems and/or disadvan-
tages and to provide at least the advantages described
below. Accordingly, an aspect of the present invention is
to provide a method and an apparatus for transmitting
beam information in a wireless communication system.
[0011] Another aspect of the present invention is to
provide a method and an apparatus which addresses
problems due to a beam mismatch between a base sta-
tion and a mobile station and enables execution of a more
stable communication in a wireless communication sys-
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tem using beam forming.
[0012] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, a method is provided. The method includes de-
termining whether a particular event according to com-
munication with a base station has occurred, and trans-
mitting information on at least one Downlink (DL) trans-
mission beam among N number of DL transmission
beams to the base station using a contention-based feed-
back channel according to a result of the determination.
[0013] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, a method is provided. The method includes de-
termining whether information on at least one UpLink
(UL) transmission beam among M number of UL trans-
mission beams is received from a base station within a
preset time period, measuring an intensity of N number
of DL reference signals transmitted using N number of
DL transmission beams from the base station according
to a result of the determination, and if a request message
requesting feedback of information on the at least one
DL transmission beam is received from the base station,
transmitting the information on the at least one DL trans-
mission beam to the base station according to a result
of the measurement.
[0014] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, a method is provided. The method includes
transmitting N number of DL reference signals by using
N number of DL transmission beams, and if information
on at least one DL transmission beam among the N
number of DL transmission beams has been received
from a mobile station using a contention-based feedback
channel according to a particular event, determining a
DL transmission beam to be used for signal transmission
to the mobile station among the N number of DL trans-
mission beams, based on the received information on
the at least one DL transmission beam among the N
number of DL transmission beams.
[0015] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, a method is provided. The method includes
transmitting information on a UL transmission beam,
which corresponds to at least one UL reference signal
having an intensity larger than or equal to a threshold
among M number of UL reference signals transmitted
using M number of UL transmission beams, to a mobile
station, determining whether a response signal to the
transmitted information is received within a preset time
period, transmitting a request message requesting feed-
back of information on at least one DL transmission beam
to the mobile station according to a result of the determi-
nation.
[0016] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a mobile station is provided. The mo-
bile station includes a controller for determining whether
a particular event according to communication with a
base station has occurred, and a transmitter for trans-
mitting information on at least one DL transmission beam
among N number of DL transmission beams to the base
station using a contention-based feedback channel ac-
cording to a result of the determination.

[0017] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a mobile station is provided. The mo-
bile station includes a controller for determining whether
information on at least one UL transmission beam among
M number of UL transmission beams is received from a
base station within a preset time period, and for meas-
uring an intensity of N number of DL reference signals
transmitted using N number of DL transmission beams
from the base station according to a result of the deter-
mination, a receiver for receiving a request message re-
questing feedback of information on at least one DL trans-
mission beam from the base station, a transmitter for, if
the request message has been received, transmitting in-
formation on the at least one DL transmission beam to
the base station according to a result of the measure-
ment.
[0018] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a base station is provided. The base
station includes a receiver, a transmitter for transmitting
N number of DL reference signals by using N number of
DL transmission beams, and a controller for, if informa-
tion on at least one DL transmission beam among the N
number of DL transmission beams has been received
from a mobile station using a contention-based feedback
channel according to a particular event, determining a
DL transmission beam to be used for signal transmission
to the mobile station among the N number of DL trans-
mission beams, based on the received information on
the at least one DL transmission beam among the N
number of DL transmission beams.
[0019] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a base station is provided. The base
station includes a receiver, a transmitter for transmitting
information on a UL transmission beam, which corre-
sponds to at least one UL reference signal having an
intensity larger than or equal to a threshold among M
number of UL reference signals transmitted using M
number of UL transmission beams, to a mobile station,
and a controller for determining whether a response sig-
nal to the transmitted information is received within a pre-
set time period, and for controlling the transmitter to trans-
mit a request message requesting feedback of informa-
tion on at least one DL transmission beam to the mobile
station, according to a result of the determination.
[0020] Other aspects, advantages, and salient fea-
tures of the invention will become apparent to those
skilled in the art from the following detailed description,
which, taken in conjunction with the annexed drawings,
discloses exemplary embodiments of the invention.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0021] When an error has occurred in beam informa-
tion exchanged between a base station and a mobile
station in a wireless communication system using beam
forming, the present invention can rapidly restore the
beam information. Further, through the rapid restoration
of the beam information against errors, the present in-

3 4 



EP 2 832 133 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

vention enables more stable use of the beam forming
technology with respect to beam change. Moreover, the
present invention can solve the problem of communica-
tion quality degradation, which may caused due to beam
mismatch between the base station and the mobile sta-
tion. In addition, the present invention minimizes the sys-
tem overhead and enables stable communication re-
gardless of abrupt beam change.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0022] The above and other aspects, features, and ad-
vantages of certain exemplary embodiments of the
present invention will be more apparent from the follow-
ing description taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a signal flow diagram illustrating a DownLink
(DL) beam selection process in a wireless commu-
nication system according to an exemplary embod-
iment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a signal flow diagram illustrating an UpLink
(UL) beam selection process in a wireless commu-
nication system according to an exemplary embod-
iment of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam se-
lection process of a mobile station in a wireless com-
munication system according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam se-
lection process of a base station in a wireless com-
munication system according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam se-
lection process of a mobile station in a wireless com-
munication system according to another exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam se-
lection process of a base station in a wireless com-
munication system according to another exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam se-
lection process of a mobile station in a wireless com-
munication system according to another exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam se-
lection process of a base station in a wireless com-
munication system according to another exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 9 is a view illustrating a second DL beam se-
lection process in a wireless communication system
according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a mobile station ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention; and
FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a base station according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-

tion.

[0023] Throughout the drawings, it should be noted
that like reference numbers are used to depict the same
or similar elements, features, and structures.

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0024] The following description with reference to the
accompanying drawings is provided to assist in a com-
prehensive understanding of exemplary embodiments of
the invention as defined by the claims and their equiva-
lents. It includes various specific details to assist in that
understanding but these are to be regarded as merely
exemplary. Accordingly, those of ordinary skill in the art
will recognize that various changes and modifications of
the embodiments described herein can be made without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition,
descriptions of well-known functions and constructions
may be omitted for clarity and conciseness.
[0025] The terms and words used in the following de-
scription and claims are not limited to the bibliographical
meanings, but, are merely used by the inventor to enable
a clear and consistent understanding of the invention.
Accordingly, it should be apparent to those skilled in the
art that the following description of exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention is provided for illustration
purpose only and not for the purpose of limiting the in-
vention as defined by the appended claims and their
equivalents.
[0026] It is to be understood that the singular forms "a,"
"an," and "the" include plural referents unless the context
clearly dictates otherwise. Thus, for example, reference
to "a component surface" includes reference to one or
more of such surfaces.
[0027] The present disclosure proposes a method and
an apparatus for transmitting beam information in a wire-
less communication system. Specifically, the present dis-
closure proposes a method and an apparatus which en-
ables execution of a more efficient communication using
beam forming without the problem of beam mismatch
between a base station and a mobile station in a wireless
communication system.
[0028] In the following description of exemplary em-
bodiments of the present invention, beam selection proc-
esses performed in the UpLink (UL) and the DownLink
(DL) are discussed with reference to FIGs. 1 and 2, re-
spectively. A typical beam selection process is periodi-
cally performed. Therefore, in each of the base station
and the mobile station, a beam preferred according to
time may continuously change. Further, in each of the
base station and the mobile station, a beam IDentifier
(ID) corresponding to a good channel state may be con-
tinuously tracked.
[0029] Hereinafter, a typical beam selection process
will be described with reference to FIG. 1.
[0030] FIG. 1 is a signal flow diagram illustrating a DL
beam selection process in a wirelesscommunication sys-
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tem according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
[0031] Referring to FIG. 1, a base station 140 transmits
DL reference signals to a mobile station 120 by using DL
transmission beam patterns (hereinafter, each of which
is referred to as a "DL beam pattern") according to N
(N≥1) number of different DL transmission beam direc-
tions in steps 100, 102, and 104. That is, the base station
140 transmits N number of DL reference signals to the
mobile station 120 while changing the DL transmission
beam direction according to each of the N number of DL
beam patterns.
[0032] Specifically, in step 100, the base station 140
transmits a DL reference signal to the mobile station 120
by using a DL transmission beam according to the 0th
DL beam pattern among the N number of beam patterns.
Further, in step 102, the base station 140 transmits a DL
reference signal to the mobile station 120 by using a DL
transmission beam according to the 1st DL beam pattern
among the N number of beam patterns. Moreover, in step
104, the base station 140 transmits a DL reference signal
to the mobile station 120 by using a DL transmission
beam according to the (N≥1)th DL beam pattern among
the N number of beam patterns.
[0033] Then, the mobile station 120 receives the N
number of DL reference signals from the base station
140 and acquires size information, ID, and other infor-
mation in relation to the N number of DL transmission
beams based on the N number of DL reference signals.
The size information of the N number of DL transmission
beams may include, for example, measured signal inten-
sity information of each of the N number of DL transmis-
sion beams.
[0034] In step 106, based on the acquired information,
the mobile station 120 selects at least one DL transmis-
sion beam preferred by the mobile station 120 from the
N number of DL transmission beams. Then, in step 108,
the mobile station 120 transmits beam information of the
selected at least one DL transmission beam to the base
station 140 as DL beam feedback information. The DL
beam feedback information includes, for example, ID in-
formation of the selected at least one DL transmission
beam or size information of the selected at least one DL
transmission beam.
[0035] The base station 140 receives the DL beam
feedback information from the mobile station 120 and in
step 110 decodes the received DL beam feedback infor-
mation to determine whether the DL beam feedback in-
formation has an error. Further, in step 112, the base
station 140 transmits an ACKnowledgement (ACK) or a
Negative ACK (NACK) signal to the mobile station 120,
so that the DL beam feedback information may be re-
transmitted from the mobile station 120 based on whether
the DL beam feedback information has an error.
[0036] FIG. 2 is a signal flow diagram illustrating a UL
beam selection process in a wireless communication sys-
tem according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

[0037] Referring to FIG. 2, a mobile station 220 trans-
mits UL reference signals to a base station 240 by using
UL transmission beam patterns (hereinafter, each of
which is referred to as a "UL beam pattern") according
to M (M≥1) number of different UL transmission beam
directions in steps 200, 202, and 204. That is, the mobile
station 220 transmits M number of UL reference signals
to the base station 240 while changing the UL transmis-
sion beam direction according to each of the M number
of UL beam patterns.
[0038] Specifically, in step 200, the mobile station 220
transmits a UL reference signal to the base station 240
by using a UL transmission beam according to the 0th
UL beam pattern among the M number of beam patterns.
Further, in step 202, the mobile station 220 transmits a
UL reference signal to the base station 240 by using a
UL transmission beam according to the 1st UL beam pat-
tern among the M number of beam patterns. Moreover,
in step 204, the mobile station 220 transmits a UL refer-
ence signal to the base station 240 by using a UL trans-
mission beam according to the (M≥1)th UL beam pattern
among the M number of beam patterns.
[0039] Then, the base station 240 receives the M
number of UL reference signals from the mobile station
220 and acquires size information, ID, and other infor-
mation in relation to the M number of UL transmission
beams based on the M number of UL reference signals.
The size information of the M number of UL transmission
beams may include, for example, measured signal inten-
sity information of each of the M number of UL transmis-
sion beams.
[0040] In step 206, based on the acquired information,
the base station 240 selects at least one UL transmission
beam preferred by the base station 240 from the M
number of UL transmission beams. Then, in step 208,
the base station 240 transmits beam information of the
selected at least one UL transmission beam to the mobile
station 220 as UL beam feedback information. The UL
beam feedback information includes, for example, ID in-
formation of the selected at least one UL transmission
beam or size information of the selected at least one UL
transmission beam.
[0041] The mobile station 220 receives the UL beam
feedback information from the base station 240 and in
step 210 decodes the received UL beam feedback infor-
mation to determine whether the UL beam feedback in-
formation has an error. Further, in step 212, the mobile
station 220 transmits an ACK or a NACK signal to the
base station 240, so that the UL beam feedback infor-
mation may be retransmitted from the base station 240
based on whether the UL beam feedback information
has an error.
[0042] In the periodic beam selection process as de-
scribed above with reference to FIGs. 1 and 2, a period
for execution of the beam selection process is set to cor-
respond to a time period according to a typical average
beam change rate in consideration of the efficiency. How-
ever, an abrupt appearance of an obstruction in a link
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between a base station and a mobile station or a move-
ment of the mobile station may cause a momentary beam
change. In this event, the beam information reported be-
tween the base station and the mobile station may be-
come different from information of a proper beam at the
time point of transmission of a corresponding signal,
thereby largely deteriorating the performance.
[0043] The mismatch of beam information between the
base station and the mobile station either may slightly
degrade the signal quality or may make it impossible to
perform the communication at all. That is, in the case of
using only the periodic beam selection process, an abrupt
beam change may make it impossible to perform normal
communication before the next beam selection process.
[0044] In order to address this problem, the period for
execution of the beam selection process may be set to
be shorter than a time period according to an average
beam change rate. However, this method largely increas-
es the system overhead, which results in degradation of
the frequency efficiency. Therefore, an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention proposes event-driven
beam selection method and apparatus which may mini-
mize the increase in the system overhead and trace an
abrupt beam change.
[0045] The event-driven beam selection method may
be divided into a mobile station triggering beam selection
method and a base station triggering beam selection
method according to the main agent which performs the
triggering. That is, according to whether the agent which
triggers a DL beam selection process during the course
of a UL beam selection process or the agent which trig-
gers a DL beam selection process during the course in
which a mobile station reports DL beam feedback infor-
mation and channel information to a base station is the
base station or the mobile station, the event-driven beam
selection method may be divided into the mobile station
triggering beam selection method and the base station
triggering beam selection method.
[0046] First, among the two types of beam selection
methods, the mobile station triggering beam selection
method will be described first.
[0047] The mobile station triggering beam selection
method includes an event-driven beam selection method
(hereinafter, referred to as a "first DL beam selection
process") based on a periodic UL beam selection process
as described above with reference to FIG. 2 and an event-
driven beam selection method (hereinafter, referred to
as a "second DL beam selection process") based on a
process in which a mobile station periodically transmits
DL beam feedback information and channel information
to a base station.
[0048] Among the two types of DL beam selection
processes, the first DL beam selection process will be
first described with reference to FIGs. 3 to 8, and the
second DL beam selection process will be then described
with reference to FIG. 9.
[0049] The first DL beam selection process may be
divided into three procedures. Among the three proce-

dures, the first procedure will be described with reference
to FIGs. 3 and 4, the second procedure will be described
with reference to FIGs. 5 and 6, and the third procedure
will be described with reference to FIGs. 7 and 8.
[0050] FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam
selection process of a mobile station in a wireless com-
munication system according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.
[0051] Referring to FIG. 3, in step 300, the mobile sta-
tion transmits M number of UL reference signals to the
base station by using UL transmission beams according
to M number of UL beam patterns. Further, in step 302,
the mobile station determines whether UL beam feed-
back information is received from the base station within
a preset time period T from the time point when the mobile
station transmitted the M number of UL reference signals.
Here, the UL beam feedback information includes ID in-
formation of the UL transmission beam selected by the
base station or size information of the selected UL trans-
mission beam. Further, the time period T may be set
based on a time period required for reception of UL beam
feedback information in a typical UL beam selection proc-
ess. For example, the time period T may be set as a
maximum value of the time period from the time point of
transmission of the UL reference signals in step 200 of
FIG. 2 to a time point of reception of the UL beam feed-
back information in step 208 thereof.
[0052] When the UL beam feedback information is re-
ceived within the time period T, the mobile station termi-
nates the process. In contrast, when the UL beam feed-
back information is not received within the time period T,
the mobile station proceeds to step 304. When a UL beam
mismatch relating to the base station occurs or when
handover is necessary due to movement to another cell,
the mobile station may fail to receive the UL beam feed-
back information within the time period T.
[0053] Although not shown in FIG. 3, transmission and
reception of the UL beam feedback information may be
performed using a Hybrid Automatic Retransmit reQuest
(HARQ) scheme. Accordingly, when the mobile station
fails to receive the UL beam feedback information within
the time period T, the mobile station may transmit a NACK
signal indicating failure of reception of the UL reference
signal or a signal requesting retransmission of the UL
reference signal to the base station.
[0054] Further, when a NACK signal indicating failure
of reception of the UL reference signal or a signal re-
questing retransmission of the UL reference signal has
been received within the time period T1(T1 < T), the mo-
bile station may retransmit at least one UL reference sig-
nal, which has been requested to be retransmitted,
among the M number of UL reference signals, to the base
station. The time period T1 is included in the time period
T, and may include a time that HARQ operation is per-
formed after transmission of the UL reference signal.
[0055] When the mobile station has consecutively
transmitted a preset number of one or more NACK sig-
nals with respect to the UL beam feedback information
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to the base station or the UL beam feedback information
is not received within the time period T, the mobile station
determines that there is a DL beam mismatch between
the base station and the mobile station, and thus per-
forms the following operations.
[0056] The mobile station receives N number of DL
reference signals having been transmitted using DL
transmission beams according to N number of DL beam
patterns from the base station in step 304. Thereafter,
the mobile station measures the intensity of the N number
of received DL reference signals in step 306, and deter-
mines whether at least one DL reference signal among
the N number of DL reference signals has an intensity
exceeding a threshold in step 308.
[0057] When at least one DL reference signal among
the N number of DL reference signals has an intensity
exceeding the threshold, the mobile station proceeds to
step 310 in which the mobile station transmits information
(e.g., DL transmission beam ID information) on a DL
transmission beam corresponding to the at least one DL
reference signal having an intensity exceeding the
threshold to the base station as DL beam feedback in-
formation. Here, the DL beam feedback information may
be transmitted through a channel indicated by the base
station, a predetermined channel, or a predefined beam
information feedback channel. The beam information
feedback channel may be periodically determined and
may be used as an inter-mobile station contention-based
channel.
[0058] Meanwhile, when the N number of DL reference
signals do not include a DL reference signal having an
intensity exceeding the threshold, the mobile station pro-
ceeds to step 312, in which the mobile station tries to
access an adjacent cell through a random access chan-
nel, etc.
[0059] FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam
selection process of a base station in a wireless commu-
nication system according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.
[0060] Referring to FIG. 4, in step 400, a base station
receives M number of UL reference signals from a mobile
station by using UL transmission beams according to M
number of UL beam patterns.
[0061] In step 402, the base station measures the in-
tensity of the M number of received UL reference signals.
Then, in step 404, the base station determines whether
at least one UL reference signal among the M number
of UL reference signals has an intensity exceeding a
threshold. When the M number of UL reference signals
does not include a UL reference signal having an intensity
exceeding the threshold, the base station proceeds to
step 412, in which the base station transmits a request
for retransmission of the UL reference signal to the mobile
station. For example, when the M number of UL reference
signals include at least one UL reference signal having
an intensity not exceeding the threshold, the base station
may determine that the at least one UL reference signal
has not been successfully received, and thus transmit a

NACK signal for the at least one UL reference signal to
the mobile station.
[0062] Further, when at least one UL reference signal
among the M number of UL reference signals has an
intensity exceeding the threshold, the base station pro-
ceeds to step 406, in which the base station transmits
information (e.g. UL transmission beam ID information)
on a UL transmission beam corresponding to the at least
one UL reference signal having an intensity exceeding
the threshold to the mobile station as UL beam feedback
information. Here, the UL beam feedback information
may be transmitted in various methods, for example,
through a transmission method robust against the chan-
nel by using a multi-beam or a beam having a width larger
than that of a beam of the related art.
[0063] In step 408, the base station determines wheth-
er DL beam feedback information is received from the
mobile station, after a preset time period T (i.e., after a
time period required for reception of the UL beam feed-
back information by the mobile station) from the time point
when the base station transmitted the UL beam feedback
information. Here, the DL beam feedback information
may be received through a channel indicated by the base
station, a predetermined channel, or a predefined beam
information feedback channel. The beam information
feedback channel may be periodically determined and
may be used as an inter-mobile station contention-based
channel.
[0064] When DL beam feedback information is re-
ceived from the mobile station after the preset time period
T, the base station changes information on a DL trans-
mission beam to be used for transmission of a DL signal
to the mobile station based on the received DL beam
feedback information in step 410. Further, the base sta-
tion terminates the process when DL beam feedback in-
formation is not received from the mobile station after the
preset time period T.
[0065] Next, a first DL beam selection process of a
mobile station and a base station proposed by another
exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIGs. 5 and 6.
[0066] FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam
selection process of a mobile station in a wireless com-
munication system according to another exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[0067] Steps 500 to 508 of FIG. 5 are the same as
steps 300 to 308 of FIG. 3 described above, so a detailed
description thereof will be omitted here. Differently from
the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 3, in the ex-
emplary embodiment shown in FIG. 5, when at least one
DL reference signal among the N number of DL reference
signals received from the base station has an intensity
exceeding the threshold (as a result of the determination
in step 508), the mobile station proceeds to step 510 in
which the mobile station determines whether a DL beam
feedback information request message from the base
station is received.
[0068] The DL beam feedback information request
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message may be transmitted using at least one DL beam
among N number of DL beams according to the N number
of DL beam patterns used by the base station. Especially,
when the base station is not aware of DL beam informa-
tion usable by the mobile station, the DL beam feedback
information request message may be transmitted in the
form of beam sweeping by using all of the N number of
DL beams.
[0069] When a DL beam feedback information request
message from the base station has been received, the
mobile station transmits information (e.g. DL transmis-
sion beam ID information) on a DL transmission beam
corresponding to at least one DL reference signal having
an intensity exceeding the threshold to the base station
as DL beam feedback information in step 512. Here, the
DL beam feedback information may be transmitted
through a channel indicated by the base station, a pre-
determined channel, or a predefined beam information
feedback channel. The beam information feedback chan-
nel may be periodically determined and may be used as
an inter-mobile station contention-based channel. When
a DL beam feedback information request message from
the base station has not been received, the mobile station
terminates the process.
[0070] Meanwhile, when the N number of DL reference
signals does not include a DL reference signal having an
intensity exceeding the threshold, the mobile station pro-
ceeds to step 514, in which the mobile station tries to
access an adjacent cell through a random access chan-
nel, etc.
[0071] FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam
selection process of a base station in a wireless commu-
nication system according to another exemplary embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0072] Referring to FIG. 6, in step 600, the base station
receives M number of UL reference signals from a mobile
station by using UL transmission beams according to M
number of UL beam patterns. When the base station has
failed to receive at least one UL reference signal among
the M number of UL reference signals, the base station
may transmit a NACK signal for the non-received UL ref-
erence signal to the mobile station and then receive a
retransmitted UL reference signal from the mobile sta-
tion.
[0073] In step 602, the base station measures the in-
tensity of the M number of received UL reference signals.
Then, in step 604, the base station determines whether
at least one UL reference signal among the M number
of UL reference signals has an intensity exceeding a
threshold. When the M number of UL reference signals
does not include a UL reference signal having an intensity
exceeding the threshold, the base station proceeds to
step 616, in which the base station transmits a request
for retransmission of the UL reference signal to the mobile
station. For example, when the M number of UL reference
signals include at least one UL reference signal having
an intensity not exceeding the threshold, the base station
may determine that the at least one UL reference signal

has not been successfully received, and thus transmits
a NACK signal for the at least one UL reference signal
to the mobile station.
[0074] Further, when at least one UL reference signal
among the M number of UL reference signals has an
intensity exceeding the threshold, the base station pro-
ceeds to step 606, in which the base station transmits
information (e.g., UL transmission beam ID information)
on a UL transmission beam corresponding to the at least
one UL reference signal having an intensity exceeding
the threshold to the mobile station as UL beam feedback
information. Here, the UL beam feedback information
may be transmitted in various methods, for example,
through a transmission method robust against the chan-
nel by using a beam having a width larger than that of a
multi-beam or a beam of the related art.
[0075] In step 608, the base station determines wheth-
er an ACK for the transmitted UL beam feedback infor-
mation is received from the mobile station within a preset
time period T1 from the time point when the base station
transmitted the UL beam feedback information. When
the ACK has been received, the base station concludes
that the UL beam selection process has been success-
fully performed and terminates the process.
[0076] In contrast, when the ACK is not received, the
base station transmits a DL beam feedback information
request message to the mobile station in order to perform
a DL beam selection process in step 610. In this event,
the base station may transmit the DL beam feedback
information request message by using at least one DL
beam among N number of DL beams according to the N
number of DL beam patterns used by the base station.
Especially, when the base station is not aware of DL
beam information usable by the mobile station, the base
station may transmit the DL beam feedback information
request message in the form of beam sweeping by using
all of the N number of DL beams.
[0077] In step 612, the base station determines wheth-
er DL beam feedback information is received from the
mobile station within a preset time period T2 from the
time point when the base station transmitted the DL beam
feedback information request message. When the DL
beam feedback information is not received within the pre-
set time period T2, the base station concludes that the
DL beam selection process is a failure and terminates
the process. When the DL beam feedback information
has been received within the preset time period T2, the
base station changes information on a DL transmission
beam to be used for transmission of a DL signal to the
mobile station based on the received DL beam feedback
information in step 614.
[0078] Next, a first DL beam selection process of a
mobile station and a base station proposed by another
exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIGs. 7 and 8. The first DL
beam selection process shown in FIGs. 7 and 8 is nearly
the same as that shown in FIGs. 3 and 4, except that the
base station transmits a signal indicating a cell change
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to the mobile station when it is not approved that at least
one DL reference signal has an intensity exceeding a
threshold in the first DL beam selection process shown
in FIGs. 7 and 8.
[0079] FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam
selection process of a mobile station in a wireless com-
munication system according to another exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[0080] Referring to FIG. 7, in step 700, the mobile sta-
tion transmits M number of UL reference signals to the
base station by using UL transmission beams according
to M number of UL beam patterns. Further, in step 702,
the mobile station determines whether UL beam feed-
back information or a cell change indication signal is re-
ceived from the base station within a preset time period
T from the time point when the mobile station transmitted
the M number of UL reference signals. Here, the UL beam
feedback information includes ID information of the UL
transmission beam selected by the base station or size
information of the selected UL transmission beam.
[0081] When UL beam feedback information or a cell
change indication signal is not received within the time
period T, the mobile station proceeds to step 704 in which
the mobile station receives N number of DL reference
signals having been transmitted using beams according
to N number of DL beam patterns from the base station.
[0082] Thereafter, the mobile station measures the in-
tensity of the N number of received DL reference signals
in step 706, and determines whether at least one DL ref-
erence signal among the N number of DL reference sig-
nals has an intensity exceeding a threshold in step 708.
When at least one DL reference signal among the N
number of DL reference signals has an intensity exceed-
ing the threshold, the mobile station proceeds to step 710
in which the mobile station transmits information of a DL
transmission beam corresponding to the at least one DL
reference signal having an intensity exceeding the
threshold to the base station as DL beam feedback in-
formation. Here, the DL beam feedback information may
be transmitted through a channel indicated by the base
station, a predetermined channel, or a predefined beam
information feedback channel. The beam information
feedback channel may be periodically determined and
may be used as an inter-mobile station contention-based
channel. Thereafter, the mobile station terminates the
process.
[0083] Meanwhile, when the N number of DL reference
signals does not include a DL reference signal having an
intensity exceeding the threshold, the mobile station pro-
ceeds to step 714, in which the mobile station tries to
access an adjacent cell through a random access chan-
nel, etc.
[0084] Meanwhile, as a result of the determination in
step 702, when UL beam feedback information or a cell
change indication signal has been received from the base
station within a preset time period T, the mobile station
proceeds to step 712 in which the mobile station deter-
mines whether the received signal is UL beam feedback

information or a cell change indication signal.
[0085] When the received signal is a cell change indi-
cation signal, the mobile station proceeds to step 714 in
which the mobile station tries to access an adjacent cell.
In contrast, when the received signal is a cell change
indication signal, that is, when the received signal is UL
beam feedback information, the mobile station termi-
nates the process and performs a communication with
the base station by using the UL beam feedback infor-
mation.
[0086] FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a first DL beam
selection process of a base station in a wireless commu-
nication system according to another exemplary embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0087] Referring to FIG. 8, in step 800, a base station
receives M number of UL reference signals from a mobile
station by using UL transmission beams according to M
number of UL beam patterns. Then, in step 802, the base
station measures the intensity of the M number of re-
ceived UL reference signals.
[0088] In step 804, the base station determines wheth-
er at least one UL reference signal among the M number
of UL reference signals has an intensity exceeding a
threshold. When the M number of UL reference signals
does not include a UL reference signal having an intensity
exceeding the threshold, the base station proceeds to
step 806, in which the base station transmits a signal
indicating cell change to the mobile station.
[0089] Further, when at least one UL reference signal
among the M number of UL reference signals has an
intensity exceeding the threshold, the base station pro-
ceeds to step 808, in which the base station transmits
information of a UL transmission beam corresponding to
the at least one UL reference signal having an intensity
exceeding the threshold to the mobile station as UL beam
feedback information. Here, the UL beam feedback in-
formation may be transmitted in various methods, for ex-
ample, through a transmission method robust against the
channel by using a beam having a width larger than that
of a multi-beam or a beam of the related art.
[0090] In step 810, the base station determines wheth-
er DL beam feedback information is received from the
mobile station, after a preset time period T from the time
point when the base station transmitted the cell change
indication signal or the UL beam feedback information.
The DL beam feedback information may be received
through a channel indicated by the base station, a pre-
determined channel, or a predefined beam information
feedback channel. The beam information feedback chan-
nel may be periodically determined and may be used as
an inter-mobile station contention-based channel. When
DL beam feedback information is received from the mo-
bile station after the preset time period T, the base station
changes information on a DL transmission beam to be
used for transmission of a DL signal to the mobile station
based on the received DL beam feedback information in
step 812. Further, the base station terminates the proc-
ess when DL beam feedback information is not received
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from the mobile station after the preset time period T.
[0091] The above description of the exemplary embod-
iments of the present invention discusses an event-driv-
en first DL beam selection process based on a periodic
UL beam selection process of the related art.
[0092] Now, the second DL beam selection process
which is event-driven and based on a process in which
a mobile station periodically transmits DL beam feedback
information and channel information to a base station will
be discussed.
[0093] FIG. 9 is a view illustrating a second DL beam
selection process in a wireless communication system
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.
[0094] The exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 9
corresponds to an example in which a period for trans-
mission of DL beam feedback information is longer than
a period for transmission of channel information. Further,
the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 9 corresponds
to an example in which the DL beam feedback informa-
tion is DL beam ID information, channel information is a
Channel Quality Information (CQI), and a preset number
of CQIs indicating a channel value equal to or higher than
a threshold are transmitted.
[0095] Referring to FIG. 9, the mobile station transmits
multiple pieces of DL beam ID information (for example,
DL beam IDs "2, 3, 7") and CQIs (for example, CQIs "13,
12, 10") corresponding to the DL beam IDs to the base
station at a first time point in a time period T1 according
to a preset cycle. Then, the mobile station transmits only
CQIs for a corresponding DL beam during a time period
from the first time point to a time point just before the
start of a time period T2 for transmission of the next DL
beam ID information. That is, during the time period T1,
the mobile station first transmits DL beam IDs "2, 3, 7"
and CQIs "13, 12, 10" to the base station in step 900 and
then sequentially transmits CQIs "6, 2, 3", "0, 0, 0", and
"0, 0, 0" corresponding to the DL beam IDs "2, 3, 7" to
the base station before the time period T1 expires in steps
902, 904, and 906.
[0096] Meanwhile, when the CQI corresponding to
each DL beam ID reported at a particular time point in
the time period T1 does not exceed a threshold, the mo-
bile station measures again the CQI of each DL beam
based on the intensity of a plurality of DL reference sig-
nals. For example, when the threshold of the CQI is "1"
and if the CQIs "0, 0, 0", which are equal to or lower than
the threshold, have been transmitted a preset number of
times (e.g., twice) or more, the mobile station measures
the CQI of each DL beam again.
[0097] Further, when CQIs exceeding the threshold
are detected, the mobile station transmits the detected
CQIs (e.g. "8, 7, 5") and IDs (e.g. "5, 10, 11") of DL beams
having the detected CQIs to the base station in step 907.
The DL beam IDs and the CQIs transmitted according to
the event-driven report scheme in step 907 may be trans-
mitted through a periodically determined separate chan-
nel, which may be an inter-mobile station contention-

based channel. The base station then transmits CQI "8,
5, 7" corresponding to the DL beam ID "5, 10, 11" to the
base station before the time period T1 expires in step 908.
[0098] Meanwhile, when a DL beam having a CQI ex-
ceeding the threshold does not exist, the mobile station
tries to access an adjacent cell through a random access
channel, etc.
[0099] When the time period T1 expires, the mobile
station transmits multiple pieces of DL beam ID informa-
tion (for example, DL beam IDs "6, 10, 11") and CQIs (for
example, CQIs "8, 7, 5") corresponding to the DL beam
IDs to the base station at a second time point in the time
period T2 according to a periodic report scheme in step
910. Then, the mobile station transmits only CQIs (for
example, CQIs "9, 8, 5") for a corresponding DL beam
during a time period from the second time point to a time
point just before the start of a time period T3 for trans-
mission of the next DL beam ID information in step 912.
[0100] The above description discusses a mobile sta-
tion triggering beam selection method. Now, a base sta-
tion triggering beam selection method will be discussed.
The base station triggering beam selection method is a
method in which the base station triggers the UL beam
selection process, and uses an HARQ feedback channel
or a data packet transmitted through a UL by the mobile
station.
[0101] At a particular time point, the mobile station re-
ceives allocation information for an HARQ feedback
channel or a UL data packet from the base station and
transmits an HARQ-based signal or a UL data packet to
the base station according to the allocation information.
However, when beam information stored by the base sta-
tion at a scheduling time point and beam information ac-
tually used at a transmission time point do not coincide
with each other, the base station may continuously fail
to decode the received signal and the intensity of the
signal received by the mobile station may not exceed a
threshold. In this event, the base station may transmit a
signal requesting transmission of a UL reference signal
for beam selection to the mobile station, so as to enable
beam information to coincide between the base station
and the mobile station.
[0102] An another method, when the base station fails
to successfully receive DL beam feedback information
from the mobile station in the periodic DL beam selection
process as shown in FIG. 1, the base station may transmit
a signal requesting retransmission of a UL reference sig-
nal for beam selection to the mobile station. In this proc-
ess, the DL beam feedback information may be trans-
mitted in various method, for example, according to a
transmission method robust against the channel by using
a wider beam or a multi-beam. Further, as shown in FIG.
1, retransmission of the DL beam feedback information
may be performed based on an ACK/NACK signal trans-
mitted from the base station as shown in FIG. 1.
[0103] Hereinafter, an internal construction of a mobile
station according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention will be described with reference to FIG.
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10.
[0104] FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a mobile station
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.
[0105] Referring to FIG. 10, the mobile station includes
a controller 1000, a transmitter 1002, a receiver 1004,
and a memory 1006.
[0106] The transmitter 1002 and the receiver 1004 are
components for communication with a base station, and
the memory 1006 is a component for storing various in-
formation occurring according to the operation of the mo-
bile station.
[0107] The controller 1000 controls the transmitter
1002, the receiver 1004, and the memory 1006, so as to
control the general operation of the mobile station. Es-
pecially, the controller 1000 performs the operation ac-
cording to exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion including the first DL beam selection process and
the second DL beam selection process described above
with reference to FIGs. 3, 5, 7, and 9.
[0108] FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a base station
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.
[0109] Referring to FIG. 11, the base station includes
a controller 1100, a transmitter 1102, a receiver 1104,
and a memory 1106.
[0110] The transmitter 1102 and the receiver 1104 are
components for communication with a mobile station,
and the memory 1106 is a component for storing various
information occurring according to the operation of the
base station.
[0111] The controller 1100 controls the transmitter
1102, the receiver 1104, and the memory 1106, so as to
control the general operation of the base station. Espe-
cially, the controller 1100 performs the operation accord-
ing to exemplary embodiments of the present invention
including the first DL beam selection process and the
second DL beam selection process described above with
reference to FIGs. 4, 6, 8, and 9.
[0112] When an error has occurred in beam informa-
tion exchanged between a base station and a mobile
station in a wireless communication system using beam
forming, the exemplary embodiments of the present in-
vention may rapidly restore the beam information. Fur-
ther, through the rapid restoration of the beam informa-
tion against errors, the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention enable more stable use of the beam
forming technology with respect to beam change. More-
over, the exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion may address the problem of communication quality
degradation, which may be caused due to beam mis-
match between the base station and the mobile station.
In addition, the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention minimizes the system overhead and enables
stable communication regardless of abrupt beam
change.
[0113] While the invention has been shown and de-
scribed with reference to certain exemplary embodi-

ments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in
the art that various changes in form and details may be
made therein without departing from the spirit and scope
of the present invention as defined by the appended
claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A method of transmitting beam information by a mo-
bile station in a wireless communication system, the
method comprising:

transmitting uplink reference signals through a
plurality of uplink transmission beams of the mo-
bile station;(300)
determining whether uplink feedback informa-
tion for at least one uplink transmission beam
among the plurality of transmission beams is re-
ceived from a base station within a preset time
period; (302)
if the uplink feedback information is not received
from the base station within the preset time pe-
riod, receiving downlink reference signals trans-
mitted through a plurality of downlink transmis-
sion beams of the base station;(304) and
transmitting downlink feedback information gen-
erated based on receive strengths of the down-
link reference signals.(310).

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the transmitting the
downlink feedback information comprises:

measuring the received strengths of the down-
link reference signals(306);
determining whether at least one received
strength among the measured received
strengths is greater than a threshold(308); and
if at least one receive strength among the meas-
ured received strengths is greater than a thresh-
old, transmitting the downlink feedback informa-
tion comprising information related to at least
one downlink transmission beam corresponding
to the at least one received strength(310).

3. The method of claim 2, wherein if the at least one
receive strength among the measured received
strengths is less than or equal to a threshold, trying
to access an adjacent base station(312).

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the transmitting the
downlink feedback information comprises:

receiving a transmission request of the downlink
feedback information from the base sta-
tion(508).

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the preset time pe-
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riod is set as a maximum value of the time period
from a transmission time point of the uplink reference
signals to a reception time point of the uplink feed-
back information.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein if the uplink feedback
information is received from the base station, deter-
mining that the uplink feedback information indicates
a cell change of the mobile terminal;
if the uplink feedback information indicates the cell
change of the mobile terminal, trying to access an
adjacent base station.(712, 714)

7. A method of receiving beam information by a base
station in a wireless communication system, the
method comprising: transmitting uplink feedback
generated based on receive strengths of uplink ref-
erence signals transmitted through a plurality of up-
link transmission beams of a mobile station;(406);
transmitting downlink reference signals through a
plurality of downlink transmission beams of the base
station;
determining whether downlink feedback information
for at least one downlink transmission beam among
the plurality of downlink transmission beams is re-
ceived within a preset time period;(408) and
if the downlink feedback information is received from
the mobile station, determining a downlink transmis-
sion beam to be used for downlink signal transmis-
sion to the mobile station among the plurality of
downlink transmission beams based on the downlink
feedback information.(410)

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the transmitting com-
prises:

determining whether at least one receive
strength among the receive strengths of the up-
link reference signals is greater than a thresh-
old;(404) and
if the at least one receive strength is greater than
the threshold, generating the uplink feedback in-
formation comprising information related to at
least one uplink transmission beam correspond-
ing to the at least one received strength.(406)

9. The method of claim 8, wherein if at least one receive
strength is not greater than a threshold, transmitting
a retransmission request for the uplink reference sig-
nals to the mobile station. (412)

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the transmitting the
downlink reference signals comprises:

if an ACK signal for receiving of the uplink feed-
back information is not received from the mobile
terminal, transmitting a transmission request of
the downlink feedback information to the mobile

terminal.(610)

11. The method of claim 7, wherein if at least one receive
strength among the receive strengths of the uplink
reference signals is not greater than a threshold,
transmitting a signal indicating cell change of the mo-
bile station to the mobile station. (804, 806)

12. A mobile station for transmitting beam information in
a wireless communication system, the mobile station
comprising:

a transceiver configured to transmit uplink ref-
erence signals through a plurality of uplink trans-
mission beams of the mobile station, and trans-
mit downlink feedback information generated
based on receive strengths of downlink refer-
ence signals.
a controller configured to determine whether up-
link feedback information for at least one uplink
transmission beam among the plurality of uplink
transmission beams is received from a base sta-
tion within a preset time period; and
if the uplink feedback information is not received
from the base station within the preset time pe-
riod, the transceiver configured to receive the
downlink reference signals transmitted through
a plurality of downlink transmission beams of
the base station.

13. A mobile station in a wireless communication sys-
tem, the mobile station configured to perform the
method described in claims 2 to 6.

14. A base station for receiving beam information in a
wireless communication system, the base station
configured to perform the method described in
claims 7 to 11.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren des Sendens von Strahlinformationen
durch eine Mobilstation in einem Drahtloskommuni-
kationssystem, wobei das Verfahren Folgendes um-
fasst:

Senden von Aufwärtsrichtungs-Referenzsigna-
len über mehrere Aufwärtsrichtungs-Sen-
destrahlen der Mobilstation; (300)
Ermitteln, ob Aufwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldein-
formationen für mindestens einen Aufwärtsrich-
tungs-Sendestrahl unter den mehreren Sen-
destrahlen innerhalb einer voreingestellten Zeit-
dauer von einer Basisstation empfangen wer-
den; (302)
wenn keine Aufwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinfor-
mationen innerhalb der voreingestellten Zeit-
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dauer von der Basisstation empfangen werden,
Empfangen von Abwärtsrichtungs-Referenzsi-
gnalen, die über mehrere Abwärtsrichtungs-
Sendestrahlen der Basisstation gesendet wer-
den; (304) und
Senden von Abwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinfor-
mationen, die basierend auf Empfangsstärken
der Abwärtsrichtungs-Referenzsignale erzeugt
werden. (310).

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Senden der
Abwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen Fol-
gendes umfasst:

Messen der empfangenen Stärken der Abwärts-
richtungs-Referenzsignale (306);
Ermitteln, ob mindestens eine empfangene
Stärke unter den gemessenen empfangenen
Stärken größer als eine Schwelle ist (308); und,
wenn mindestens eine Empfangsstärke unter
den gemessenen empfangenen Stärken größer
als eine Schwelle ist, Senden der Abwärtsrich-
tungs-Rückmeldeinformationen, die Informatio-
nen bezüglich mindestens eines Abwärtsrich-
tungs-Sendestrahls umfassen, der der mindes-
tens einen empfangenen Stärke entspricht
(310).

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei, wenn die min-
destens eine Empfangsstärke unter den gemesse-
nen empfangenen Stärken kleiner oder gleich einer
Schwelle ist, versucht wird, auf eine benachbarte Ba-
sisstation zuzugreifen (312).

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Senden der
Abwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen Fol-
gendes umfasst:

Empfangen einer Sendeanforderung der Ab-
wärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen von
der Basisstation (508).

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die voreingestell-
te Zeitdauer als ein Maximalwert der Zeitdauer von
einem Sendezeitpunkt der Aufwärtsrichtungs-Refe-
renzsignale bis zu einem Empfangszeitpunkt der
Aufwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen einge-
stellt wird.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei, wenn die Auf-
wärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen von der
Basisstation empfangen werden, ermittelt wird, ob
die Aufwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen ei-
nen Zellenwechsel des Mobilendgerätes anzeigen;
wenn die Aufwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformatio-
nen den Zellenwechsel des Mobilendgerätes anzei-
gen, versucht wird, auf eine benachbarte Basissta-
tion zuzugreifen. (712, 714)

7. Verfahren des Empfangens von Strahlinformationen
durch eine Basisstation in einem Drahtloskommuni-
kationssystem, wobei das Verfahren Folgendes um-
fasst: Senden von Aufwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldung,
die basierend auf Empfangsstärken von Aufwärts-
richtungs-Referenzsignalen erzeugt wird, die über
mehrere Aufwärtsrichtungs-Sendestrahlen einer
Mobilstation gesendet werden; (406);
Senden von Abwärtsrichtungs-Referenzsignalen
über mehrere Abwärtsrichtungs-Sendestrahlen der
Basisstation;
Ermitteln, ob Abwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinforma-
tionen für mindestens einen Abwärtsrichtungs-Sen-
destrahl unter den mehreren Abwärtsrichtungs-Sen-
destrahlen innerhalb einer voreingestellten Zeitdau-
er empfangen werden; (408) und,
wenn die Abwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformatio-
nen von der Mobilstation empfangen werden, Ermit-
teln eines Abwärtsrichtungs-Sendestrahls unter den
mehreren Abwärtsrichtungs-Sendestrahlen, der für
Abwärtsrichtungs-Signalübertragung zur Mobilstati-
on zu verwenden ist, basierend auf den Abwärtsrich-
tungs-Rückmeldeinformationen. (410)

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei das Senden Fol-
gendes umfasst:

Ermitteln, ob mindestens eine Empfangsstärke
unter den Empfangsstärken der Aufwärtsrich-
tungs-Referenzsignale größer als eine Schwel-
le ist; (404) und,
wenn die mindestens eine Empfangsstärke grö-
ßer als die Schwelle ist, Erzeugen der Aufwärts-
richtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen, die Infor-
mationen bezüglich mindestens eines Aufwärts-
richtungs-Sendestrahls umfassen, der der min-
destens einen empfangenen Stärke entspricht.
(406)

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei, wenn mindes-
tens eine Empfangsstärke nicht größer als eine
Schwelle ist, eine Neusendeanforderung für das
Aufwärtsrichtungs-Referenzsignal zur Mobilstation
gesendet wird. (412)

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei das Senden der
Abwärtsrichtungs-Referenzsignale Folgendes um-
fasst:

wenn kein ACK-Signal zum Empfangen der Auf-
wärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen vom
Mobilendgerät empfangen wird, Senden einer
Sendeanforderung der Abwärtsrichtungs-Rück-
meldeinformationen zum Mobilendgerät. (610)

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei, wenn mindes-
tens eine Empfangsstärke unter den Empfangsstär-
ken der Aufwärtsrichtungs-Referenzsignale nicht
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größer als eine Schwelle ist, ein Signal zur Mobilsta-
tion gesendet wird, das Zellenwechsel der Mobilsta-
tion anzeigt. (804, 806)

12. Mobilstation zum Senden von Strahlinformationen
in einem Drahtloskommunikationssystem, wobei die
Mobilstation Folgendes umfasst:

einen Sendeempfänger, der konfiguriert ist, Auf-
wärtsrichtungs-Referenzsignale über mehrere
Aufwärtsrichtungs-Sendestrahlen der Mobilsta-
tion zu senden und Abwärtsrichtungs-Rückmel-
deinformationen zu senden, die basierend auf
Empfangsstärken der Abwärtsrichtungs-Refe-
renzsignale erzeugt werden.
eine Steuerung, die konfiguriert ist, zu ermitteln,
ob Aufwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinformationen
für mindestens einen Aufwärtsrichtungs-Sen-
destrahl unter den mehreren Aufwärtsrichtungs-
Sendestrahlen innerhalb einer voreingestellten
Zeitdauer von einer Basisstation empfangen
werden; und,
wenn keine Aufwärtsrichtungs-Rückmeldeinfor-
mationen innerhalb der voreingestellten Zeit-
dauer von der Basisstation empfangen werden,
der Sendeempfänger konfiguriert ist, die Ab-
wärtsrichtungs-Referenzsignale zu empfangen,
die über mehrere Abwärtsrichtungs-Sen-
destrahlen der Basisstation gesendet werden.

13. Mobilstation in einem Drahtloskommunikationssys-
tem, wobei die Mobilstation konfiguriert ist, das Ver-
fahren durchzuführen, das in Anspruch 2 bis 6 be-
schrieben ist.

14. Basisstation zum Empfangen von Strahlinformatio-
nen in einem Drahtloskommunikationssystem, wo-
bei die Basisstation konfiguriert ist, das Verfahren
durchzuführen, das in Anspruch 7 bis 11 beschrie-
ben ist.

Revendications

1. Procédé de transmission d’informations de faisceau
par une station mobile dans un système de commu-
nication sans fil, le procédé comprenant :

la transmission de signaux de référence de
liaison montante par l’intermédiaire d’une plura-
lité de faisceaux de transmission de liaison mon-
tante de la station mobile (300) ;
la détermination si des informations de rétroac-
tion de liaison montante pour au moins un fais-
ceau de transmission de liaison montante parmi
la pluralité de faisceaux de transmission sont
reçues en provenance d’une station de base au
cours d’une période de temps préréglée (302) ;

si les informations de rétroaction de liaison mon-
tante ne sont pas reçues en provenance de la
station de base au cours de la période de temps
préréglée, la réception de signaux de référence
de liaison descendante transmis par l’intermé-
diaire d’une pluralité de faisceaux de transmis-
sion de liaison descendante de la station de ba-
se (304) ; et
la transmission d’informations de rétroaction de
liaison descendante générées sur la base de
forces de réception des signaux de référence
de liaison descendante (310).

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
transmission des informations de rétroaction de
liaison descendante comprend :

la mesure des forces de réception des signaux
de référence de liaison descendante (306) ;
la détermination si au moins une force de récep-
tion parmi les forces de réception mesurées est
supérieure à un seuil (308) ; et
si au moins une force de réception parmi les
forces de réception mesurées est supérieure à
un seuil, la transmission des informations de ré-
troaction de liaison descendante comprenant
des informations relatives à au moins un fais-
ceau de transmission de liaison descendante
correspondant à l’au moins une force de récep-
tion (310).

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel si l’au
moins une force de réception parmi les forces de
réception mesurées est inférieure ou égale à un
seuil, la tentative d’accès à une station de base ad-
jacente (312) .

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
transmission des informations de rétroaction de
liaison descendante comprend :

la réception d’une demande de transmission
des informations de rétroaction de liaison des-
cendante en provenance de la station de base
(508).

5. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la pé-
riode de temps préréglée est réglée en tant que va-
leur maximale de la période de temps d’un point de
temps de transmission des signaux de référence de
liaison montante à un point de temps de réception
des informations de rétroaction de liaison montante.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel, si les
informations de rétroaction de liaison montante sont
reçues en provenance de la station de base, la dé-
termination que les informations de rétroaction de
liaison montante indiquent un changement de cellule
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du terminal mobile ;
si les informations de rétroaction de liaison montante
indiquent le changement de cellule du terminal mo-
bile, la tentative d’accès à une station de base ad-
jacente (712, 714).

7. Procédé de réception d’informations de faisceau par
une station de base dans un système de communi-
cation sans fil, le procédé comprenant :

la transmission d’une rétroaction de liaison mon-
tante générée sur la base de forces de réception
de signaux de référence de liaison montante
transmis par l’intermédiaire d’une pluralité de
faisceaux de transmission de liaison montante
d’une station mobile (406) ;
la transmission de signaux de référence de
liaison descendante par l’intermédiaire d’une
pluralité de faisceaux de transmission de liaison
descendante de la station de base ;
la détermination si des informations de rétroac-
tion de liaison descendante pour au moins un
faisceau de transmission de liaison descendan-
te parmi la pluralité de faisceaux de transmission
de liaison descendante sont reçues au cours
d’une période de temps préréglée (408) ; et
si les informations de rétroaction de liaison des-
cendante sont reçues en provenance de la sta-
tion mobile, la détermination d’un faisceau de
transmission de liaison descendante à utiliser
pour une transmission de signal de liaison des-
cendante à destination de la station mobile par-
mi la pluralité de faisceaux de transmission de
liaison descendante sur la base des informa-
tions de rétroaction de liaison descendante
(410) .

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel la
transmission comprend :

la détermination si au moins une force de récep-
tion parmi les forces de réception des signaux
de référence de liaison montante est supérieure
à un seuil (404) ; et
si l’au moins une force de réception est supé-
rieure au seuil, la génération des informations
de rétroaction de liaison montante comprenant
des informations relatives à au moins un fais-
ceau de transmission de liaison montante cor-
respondant à l’au moins une force de réception
(406).

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel si au
moins une force de réception n’est pas supérieure
à un seuil, la transmission d’une demande de re-
transmission pour les signaux de référence de
liaison montante à la station mobile (412).

10. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel la
transmission des signaux de référence de liaison
descendante comprend :

si un signal ACK pour la réception des informa-
tions de rétroaction de liaison montante n’est
pas reçu en provenance du terminal mobile, la
transmission d’une demande de transmission
des informations de rétroaction de liaison des-
cendante à destination du terminal mobile
(610) .

11. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel si au
moins une force de réception parmi les forces de
réception des signaux de référence de liaison mon-
tante n’est pas supérieure à un seuil, la transmission
d’un signal indiquant un changement de cellule de
la station mobile à la station mobile (804, 806).

12. Station mobile de transmission d’informations de
faisceau dans un système de communication sans
fil, la station mobile comprenant :

un émetteur-récepteur configuré pour effectuer
la transmission de signaux de référence de
liaison montante par l’intermédiaire d’une plura-
lité de faisceaux de transmission de liaison mon-
tante de la station mobile, et la transmission d’in-
formations de rétroaction de liaison descendan-
te générées sur la base de forces de réception
de signaux de référence de liaison
descendante ;
un organe de commande configuré pour effec-
tuer la détermination si des informations de ré-
troaction de liaison montante pour au moins un
faisceau de transmission de liaison montante
parmi la pluralité de faisceaux de transmission
de liaison montante sont reçues en provenance
d’une station de base au cours d’une période de
temps préréglée ; et
si les informations de rétroaction de liaison mon-
tante ne sont pas reçues en provenance de la
station de base au cours de la période de temps
préréglée, l’émetteur-récepteur est configuré
pour effectuer la réception des signaux de réfé-
rence de liaison descendante transmis par l’in-
termédiaire d’une pluralité de faisceaux de
transmission de liaison descendante de la sta-
tion de base.

13. Station mobile dans un système de communication
sans fil, la station mobile étant configurée pour ef-
fectuer le procédé selon l’une des revendications 2
à 6.

14. Station de base de réception d’informations de fais-
ceau dans un système de communication sans fil,
la station de base étant configurée pour effectuer le
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procédé selon l’une des revendications 7 à 11.
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