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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION
[0001] This invention relates to an injector apparatus
and in particular, but not exclusively, to such apparatus
used for injecting metered doses from a container of therapeutic material, for example of insulin.
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[0002] In a conventional pen injector, such as the
Owen Mumford Autopen®, a container of therapeutic material, for example insulin, is received in a holder which
is connected to a pen body. The container may be any
suitable container for containing therapeutic material in
an injector such as a pen injector. For example, the container may typically be a cartridge or a syringe. In alternate embodiments the cartridge could be integrally
formed with or by a portion of the injector (for example
the injector body or housing).
[0003] A needle is typically removably attached to the
pen injector for delivery of the therapeutic material. The
pen body is provided with a mechanism arranged to expel
successive single metered doses of therapeutic material
from the container via the needle. Such mechanisms
generally comprise a plunger which is arranged to engage a piston of the cartridge and to move forward by a
predetermined increment in response to a user pressing
a release button. It will be appreciated that pen injectors
are arranged to administer a plurality of repeatable single
metered doses and that typically the volume of each individual dose may be variable. Therefore, the mechanism
generally further comprises a dosing mechanism, for example a dial, to adjust the movement of the plunger.
[0004] It is desirable for pen injectors to be of a compact
form so that they can be carried around and used unobtrusively. Further compact injectors may be simple to
manufacture, assemble and use with consequent savings in manufacturing and assembly costs, and a lower
environmental impact. Accordingly, an alternative injector apparatus has been proposed in the applicants copending UK Patent Application GB1217765.5 and US
Provisional Patent Application 61/709,459, both having
a filing date of 4 October 2012 and from which the present
application claims priority. The alternative injector apparatus disclosed provides an arrangement in which a
mechanism is arranged to draw therapeutic material from
the cartridge into a conduit by negative pressure and discharge a metered dose from the conduit via said delivery
needle. The mechanism may for example be a positive
displacement arrangement in which the volume of the
conduit (or in communication with the conduit) is varied
to discharge the metered dose by positive pressure. Advantageously, the injector assembly does not require a
plunger mechanism to expel therapeutic material from
the container (rather the negative pressure provided by
the mechanism acts to draw the piston forward as the
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fluid is discharged).
[0005] US 5,988,452 and US 3,759,425 relate to improvements in multiple-dose syringe guns capable of dispensing a large number of desirably predetermined doses of a liquid. The invention of these documents are especially useful in the veterinary field where it is often necessary to dose a large number of animals, for example
sheep or cattle, with a drug, vaccine or the like.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
[0006] According to a first aspect of the invention, there
is provided an injector apparatus for use with a container
of therapeutic material to deliver a metered dose of therapeutic material therefrom as claimed in claim 1.
[0007] Thus, embodiments of the invention may provide a relatively simple and convenient means of providing an injector apparatus which utilises a displacement
actuation. Advantageously, the part count of the apparatus may be reduced and/or assembly simplified.
[0008] A delivery needle is provided at the forward end
of the injector apparatus through which the conduit is
arranged to deliver therapeutic material. The delivery
needle may be provided on the second body. The delivery
needle may be a removable needle assembly (for example a single use sterile needle). Accordingly, the forward
end of the injector apparatus (for example the forward
end of the second body) may be adapted to receive a
disposable delivery needle (for example a single use sterile needle). For example the apparatus may be provided
with interconnecting features for receiving a snap-fit or
screw-fit disposable needle assembly. Alternatively, the
needle may be integral with the injector apparatus (in
other words, the needle may be permanently attached
to the injector apparatus).
[0009] The first body portion may be fixed relative to
the container by any suitable arrangement. The particular
arrangement may, for example, be determined by the
overall configuration of the injector apparatus (which may
in turn be dependent upon the particular therapeutic material to be delivered).
[0010] In some embodiments the injector apparatus
may comprise a durable (i.e. reusable) pen injector in
which the container of therapeutic material is arranged
to be replaceable (and as such the container is not an
essential feature of the invention). In such an arrangement, the first body portion may be fixed relative to (or
may be integral with) the body of the pen injector such
that it is fixed relative to a container when a container is
connected to the injector. Alternatively, the first body may
be fixed relative to a container holder or carriage which
is moveably mounted within the body (and the second
body may be fixed relative to the pen body).
[0011] In a further embodiment the injector apparatus
may comprise a single use injector which may be provided with a container within the pen and is non-removable
such that the pen is disposed of after all of the therapeutic
material has been expelled therefrom. In such an ar-
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rangement, the first body portion may be fixed relative to
(or may be integral with) the body of the pen injector and
a container may, for example, be irremovably fixed within
or integral with the pen injector body. Alternatively the
first body may be fixed relative to or formed integrally
with the carriage which is moveably mounted within the
body (and the second body may be fixed or integral with
the pen body).
[0012] Alternatively, the apparatus according to an embodiment of the invention could be provided in the form
of a multiple or single use attachment which is attached
to a container or a housing containing the container. Such
an apparatus could, for example, be provided integrally
with a needle assembly. For example the apparatus may
be arranged to be fitted onto the collar of a container (for
example by a screw thread).
[0013] The conduit may be substantially aligned with
the longitudinal axis of the apparatus (which is generally
coincident with the longitudinal axis of both the container
and delivery needle). Thus, the second body may typically be axially slidably connected to the first body.
[0014] One of the conduit portions may comprise a
chamber and the other conduit portion may comprise a
piston received within said chamber. The bore of the conduit portion comprising a piston may extend along the
axis of the piston. The head of the piston may be formed
by an end portion of the wall of the conduit portion. Thus,
in use, the combined volume of the conduit comprises
the bore of the piston and the chamber volume defined
by the other conduit portion and the head of the piston
(such that the relative position of the head varies the total
volume).
[0015] The first and second body are biased towards
an extended position in which the combined volume of
the conduit is maximised. For example, a spring may be
provided which acts to bias the first and second bodies
apart. In some embodiments the apparatus may further
comprise a dosing mechanism which may limit the maximised combined volume.
[0016] The apparatus further comprises a catch arranged to hold the first and second body in a retracted
position against said bias. The apparatus further comprises a cap arranged to prevent release of the catch
when the cap is in a closed position. Alternatively, the
cap may comprise the catch means (for example, the
cap may be arranged to engage both the first and second
body).
[0017] The catch may comprise complimentary interconnecting features on the first and second body. The
interconnecting features may be releasably engagable.
For example, the complimentary interconnecting features may resiliently engage. Alternatively, in some embodiments (for example a single use injector assembly)
the catch may be arranged such that it may be released
but is not resettable (for example a frangible or otherwise
tamper evident catch may be provided).
[0018] The interconnecting features may comprise at
least one inwardly projecting tooth member provided on
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one of the first or second body and arranged to engage
a complimentary profiled shoulder (for example a shoulder of a complimentary groove, recess, projection or wall)
on the other of the first or second body. One of the tooth
member or shoulder may be resiliently deformable to enable disengagement of the interconnecting features. For
example, the tooth may be provided on a flexible arm on
the front body 40 or rear body 30. The arm may be resiliently deformed so as to allow the tooth member to be
disengaged from the shoulder (for example allowing the
tooth to deflect over or around the shoulder). The arm
may be outwardly deflected from the body during disengagement.
[0019] The injector assembly may further comprise a
cap which is provided with an internal surface which is
shaped and dimensioned so as to prevent the resilient
deformation required to enable disengagement of the interconnecting features. For example, the cap may be arranged to prevent movement of the arm when the cap is
in a closed position. The internal surface of the cap may
be arranged to engage an outer surface of the arm (for
example by surrounding and/or abutting the arm). The
internal surface may be locally profiled for example by
the provision of an inwardly extending protrusion. Thus,
the cap may be arranged to prevent outward deflection
of the arm when the cap is in a closed position.
[0020] The internal surface of the cap may be provided
with a shaped profile such that the catch (for example
the arm) is unrestrained upon partial removal of the cap.
For example, a rearward portion of the cap (which will
pass over the catch as the cap is removed in a forward
direction from the end of the injector apparatus) may have
an increased internal diameter. The internal diameter of
the cap may be outwardly stepped or tapered. Alternatively, the internal surface may be shaped by the provision of at least one cut out section. Advantageously, such
arrangements may enable the catch to release during
the removal of the cap thereby enabling the first and second bodies to be biased apart before the cap is fully removed. This action results in the expansion of the volume
of the conduit and may prime the injection device by drawing a therapeutic material from the container into the conduit. Thus, the apparatus may be considered to be selfpriming in response to removal of the cap.
[0021] The mechanism may further comprise a dose
adjuster arranged to enable a user to set the volume of
the metered dose. The dose adjuster may be arranged
to adjust the displacement of the conduit portions, for
example the dose adjuster may set the stroke of the conduit portions. The dose adjuster may comprise a projection on one of the first or second body and at least one
cooperating slot on the other of the first or second body,
wherein the projection slides along the slot during relative
sliding motion of the first and second body and the length
of the slot delimits the relative movement (and therefore
the actuation stroke of the injector assembly). The dose
adjuster may comprise a plurality of slots of different
lengths (with the length of each slot corresponding to a
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predetermined dose). The projection may be selectively
brought into engagement with one of said slots to select
the required dose. For example, the plurality of slots may
be circumferentially distributed around the first or second
body and the selective engagement of the projection may
be by relative rotational movement of the first and second
body.
[0022] The injector assembly includes at least a first
and second non-return valve. A first non-return valve is
provided to prevent flow from the conduit to the container.
A second non-return valve is provided to prevent flow
from the needle to the conduit. The, or each, non-return
valve may comprise a flexible membrane extending
across an opening and retained on a shoulder surrounding the opening, wherein the flexible membrane further
comprises at least one slit positioned proximal to a periphery of the membrane such that the slit overlies the
shoulder of the container or injector apparatus.
[0023] , Thus, embodiments of the invention may include a non-return valve for a container or injector apparatus for therapeutic material, the non-return valve comprising:
a flexible membrane arranged to extend across an
opening and to be retained on a shoulder surrounding said opening; wherein
the flexible membrane further comprises at least one
slit positioned proximal to a periphery of the membrane such that when the membrane is unreformed
the slit overlies the shoulder of the opening of the
container or injector apparatus.
[0024] For use with embodiments of the invention,
there may be provided a container for therapeutic material comprising a non-return valve, wherein the non-return
valve comprises a flexible membrane arranged to extend
across an opening of the container and to be retained on
a shoulder surrounding said opening. The flexible membrane may comprise at least one slit positioned proximal
to a periphery of the membrane such that the slit overlies
the shoulder of the container or injector apparatus. The
container may for example be a cartridge.
[0025] Typically the flexible membrane is attached to
the shoulder at an outermost region. For example, the
membrane may be clamped (or otherwise attached, for
example bonded) to the shoulder by its peripheral edges.
The at least one slit may be inwardly adjacent to the attachment region.
[0026] The membrane has a first surface which faces
the opening and abuts the shoulder and a second, opposing, surface facing away from the opening.
[0027] In a neutral position the slit of the membrane is
not aligned with the opening such that the valve may be
considered closed. When the membrane is deformed towards the opening (i.e. by being subject to a negative
pressure from the first surface or a positive pressure from
the second surface) the slit is compressed against the
shoulder. In contrast, when the membrane is deformed
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away from the opening (i.e. by being subject to a positive
pressure from the first surface or a negative pressure
from the second surface) the membrane is deformed and
lifts the slit away from the shoulder of the opening, thus
opening the valve. The deformation of the membrane
may additionally stretch the slit so as to further open the
valve.
[0028] The first surface of the membrane may be provided with a profiled surface sized and dimensioned so
as to be received within the opening. For example the
membrane may be provided with inwardly tapering sides
for alignment with the opening. Advantageously, this
helps to resist any deformation of the membrane in the
non-flow direction (i.e. towards the opening). For example the profiled surface may comprise a plug (which may
for example be arranged to be seated within the opening
when the valve is in the closed position). Thus, when the
membrane is deformed towards the opening the profiled
surface of the membrane will be urged towards its seated
position in the opening and may form a pinch seal around
the edge of the opening (and inboard of the at least one
slit).
[0029] The flexible membrane may comprise a plurality
of slits at spaced apart locations about the periphery of
the membrane, each slit being positioned to overlie the
shoulder. The, or each, slit may comprise an actuate slit.
[0030] A biasing means may be arranged to urge the
flexible membrane towards a closed position. Thus, it will
be appreciated that the biasing means may reinforce the
seal of the non-return valve.
[0031] Whilst the invention has been described above
it is to be understood that, within the scope of the claims,
it includes any inventive combination of the features set
out above or in the following description or drawings.
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[0032] Specific embodiments of the invention will now
be described in detail, by way of example only, and with
reference to the accompanying drawings in which:
Figure 1A is an exploded schematic three dimensional view of an injector according to a first embodiment of the invention;
Figure 1B is an assembled schematic three dimensional view of an injector according to the first embodiment of the invention;
Figure 1C is a schematic three dimensional partial
cross sectional view of an injector according to the
first embodiment of the invention;
Figures 2A to 2F are schematic three-dimensional
cross sectional views showing the sequence of operation of the first embodiment;
Figure 3A is a schematic three dimensional cross
sectional view of an injector according to a second
embodiment of the invention;
Figure 3B is a schematic three dimensional view of
the injector according to the second embodiment of
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the invention (with the cap removed);
Figure 3C is a detailed schematic three dimensional
partial cross sectional view of an injector according
to the second embodiment of the invention;
Figure 4A and 4B are schematic cross sectional
views of a non-return valve for use with embodiments
of the invention; and
Figure 5 is a schematic cross sectional view of a pen
injector according to a fourth embodiment of the invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
[0033] Front as used herein will be understood to refer
to the end of the injector assembly (or components thereof) which, in use, are closest to the delivery needle delivery end of the injector (i.e. the end which is pointed at
the skin). Rear as used herein will be understood to refer
to the end of the injector assembly (or components thereof) which, in use, are furthest from the delivery needle
delivery end of the injector (i.e. the end which is pointed
away from the skin). Forward and rearward will, likewise,
be understood to refer to the directions orientated towards the front and rear of the injector assembly.
[0034] An injector apparatus 10 in accordance with a
first embodiment of the invention is shown in Figure 1
(with an exploded view in Figure 1A, an assembled view
in Figure 1B and a partial cross section in Figure 1C).
The injector apparatus is adapted for use with a container
of a therapeutic material such as insulin. In the illustrated
embodiment, the container is a cartridge 20. In this embodiment the injector apparatus 10 is arranged to be provided as an integral attachment which is attached to the
forward end of a cartridge 20. The injector apparatus 10
extends from a threaded rearward opening 38 for attachment to a threaded collar 22 provided on the cartridge
20 to a needle 44 at its forward end. In the illustrated
embodiment the needle 44 is formed integrally with the
injector apparatus 10 (such that the injector apparatus
may be considered a single-use device) but a conventional removable needle may alternatively be provided.
[0035] The injector apparatus 10 comprises a first rear
body 30 which includes a threaded connection such that
the rear body 30 may be fixed to the cartridge 20. A second front body 40 is connected at the front of the first
body 30 and arranged to be axially slidable relative to
the fixed first body 30. A portion of the front body 40
extends rearwardly over and around the rear body 30. A
compression spring 50 is provided between the rear body
30 and movable body 40 so as to bias the front body 40
towards an extended position.
[0036] Complimentary interconnecting features (the
function of which will be described in detail below) are
provided on the rear body 30 and front body 40. The
interconnecting feature on the rear body 30 comprises
an outwardly facing groove 36. The interconnecting features on the front body 40 comprises a plurality of resilient, axially extending arms 47 each carrying a inwardly
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projecting tooth 46 sized and dimensioned to be received
within said groove.
[0037] An axially extending conduit is defined through
the rear body 30 and front body 40 for the discharge of
the therapeutic material from the cartridge 20 via the needle 44. The conduit is defined by a first conduit portion
32 in the rear body 30 and a second conduit portion 42
in the front body 40. The conduit portions are coaxially
aligned and the first conduit portion 32 is sized and positioned such that it is received within the second conduit
portion 42. As best seen in Figure 1C, the second conduit
portion 42 provides a cylindrical chamber and the first
conduit portion 32 forms a piston received within the
chamber. It will be noted that the thickness of the walls
of the first conduit portion 32 are selected such that the
outer diameter closely conforms to the inner diameter of
the chamber formed by the second conduit portion 42. A
seal 33 is provided near the forward end of the first conduit portion 32 for sealingly engaging the sides of the first
conduit portion 42.
[0038] The front body 40 is formed from two separate
body components 40a and 40b. The exterior component
40a includes the needle 44 (or needle retention features)
at its front and part of a dosing mechanism 60, in the form
of dosing slots 62 (which will be described in detail below)
at its rear. The interior component 40b defines the conduit
portion 42 and is provided with an annular slot 43 for
receiving and retaining the spring 50. The components
40a, 40b are provided with a snap fit arrangement by
means of a plurality of lugs 48 on the interior moulding
40b which are received and retained in corresponding
cut-outs 49 of the exterior component 40a.
[0039] During assembly of the front body 40 a nonreturn valve 70b (which is described in detail below) is
positioned between the components 40a, 40b such that
it is clamped across the forward end of the conduit 42.
The non-return valve 70b is, thus, arranged to prevent
reverse flow from the needle 44 to the conduit 42. A further non-return valve 70a (of substantially identical construction to the non-return valve 70b) is provided at the
rear of the conduit 32 to prevent reverse flow from the
conduit 32 to the cartridge 20. The non-return valve 70a
is clamped to the cartridge 20 by the threaded collar 22
(although it will be appreciated that alternatively the valve
70a could be provided on the rear body 30 at the rear of
the conduit 32).
[0040] The general principle of the operation of the injector assembly 10 utilises the axial sliding motion of the
front body 40 to provide a telescopic action between the
conduit portions 32 and 42. In any given axial position of
the front body 40 the total combined volume of the conduit
32/42 is the volume of the first conduit portion 32 plus
the volume of the chamber in the second conduit portion
42 which is forward of the end of the first conduit portion
32 (in other words, the volume is proportional to the spacing between the front of the first 32 and second 42 conduit
portions). Thus, if the front body 40 is moved forward the
total effective volume is increased and if the front body
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40 is moved rearward the total effective volume is decreased. Any increase in volume of the conduit 32/42
creates a negative pressure which acts to open non-return valve 70a whilst drawing non-return valve 70b back
onto its valve seat. As such therapeutic material will be
drawn from the cartridge 20 into the conduit 32/42. Any
decrease in volume of the conduit 32/42 creates a positive pressure which acts to open non-return valve 70b
whilst compressing non-return valve 70a back onto its
valve seat. As such therapeutic material will be discharged from the conduit 32/42 via the needle 44. A dosing mechanism 60 is provided for setting the range of
motion of the injector apparatus 10 in use (and will be
described in further detail below).
[0041] The operation of the injector apparatus will now
be described in detail with reference to Figure 2A to 2F
showing the sequential steps of operation.
[0042] Prior to use, the injector apparatus 10 may be
provided in a sealed unit within a cap 80. The rear of the
cap is provided with a sterile sealing member 82 bonded
to a flange 84 at the rear of the cap. Within the cap 80,
the injector apparatus is in a "closed" configuration with
the front body 40 in its rearmost position with respect to
the rear body 30 and the spring 50 compressed. Each
inwardly projecting tooth 46 is seated within the corresponding groove 36 so as to retain the closed configuration against the bias of the spring 50. It will be noted
that the inner surface of the cap 80 closely conforms to
the outer profile of the injector apparatus 10 in the closed
configuration and the cap 80 is in its closed position. In
particular, the portion of the cap 80 adjacent to the interconnecting features is arranged such that it abuts or
closely conforms to the exterior surface of the arms 47.
The cap may, for example, include local inwardly projecting protrusions 81 (as best seen in Figure 2E) to ensure
that the interior surface abuts the arms 47. As such, when
the cap 80 is in the closed position the arms 47 are restrained from the outward resilient deflection required for
the tooth 46 to disengage the grove 36.
[0043] In order to prepare the injector apparatus 10 for
use the user must first remove the sealing member 82
by tearing the tab portion in the direction of arrow A as
shown in figure 2A. Once removed the threaded connection 38 at the rear of the rear body 30 is exposed and
may be connected to a cartridge 20 having a suitably
threaded collar 22, as shown in Figures 2B and 2C.
[0044] Next the user removes the cap 80 in a forward
direction as shown by arrow C (in figures 2D and 2E). In
doing so the protrusions 81 are moved out of alignment
with the arms 47 such that the arms become aligned with
a reward portion of the cap 80 which has a greater internal
diameter than the undeflected diameter of the front body
40 at the location of the arms. Thus, the biasing force of
the spring 50 may act to urge the front body 40 and rear
body 30 apart such that the interconnecting teeth 46 are
urged out of the groove 36 deflecting the arm 44 carrying
the teeth 46 outwardly into the space between the cap
80 and the injection apparatus 10. Once the intercon-
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necting features disengage the front body 40 slides axially forward (within the cap 80) in the direction of arrow
E under the driving force of the spring 50. The forward
movement of the front body 40 expands the volume of
the conduit 32/42 and acts to draw therapeutic material
from the cartridge 20 into the injection apparatus 10.
Thus, the injector apparatus may, advantageously, selfprime when the user removes the cap 80 (although it will
be appreciated that in some arrangements further manual priming action, i.e. by actuating the injector apparatus, may be required to ensure that the conduit 32/42 is
fully charged with therapeutic material before use).
[0045] Finally after the cap 80 has been fully removed
the needle sheath 86 is removed from the needle 44 such
that the apparatus is ready for use as shown in figure 2F.
In order to use the injector apparatus 10 the user simply
compresses the body sections 30 and 40 together so as
to discharge a metered dose from the needle 44 by compression of the conduit 32/42 (unless a dose adjustment
is first required as will be described below). Depending
upon the type of therapeutic agent to be delivered this
may be performed by compressing the cartridge 20
against the skin surface (i.e. in a "jabbing" action as is
common with emergency medication injectors such as
those for Epinephrine) or in a more controlled manner by
restraining the front body 40 in position against the skin
while advancing the rear body 30.
[0046] Prior to delivery, the dosing mechanism 60 (as
best seen in Figure 1) may be used to select a required
dose. The dosing mechanism comprises an outwardly
projecting dosing projection 64 (or alternatively, a plurality of projections) provided on the rear body 30 which is
arranged to be received within one of a plurality of axially
aligned dosing slots 62 in an overlying portion of the movable body 40. The projection 64 and slots 62 are relatively
rotatable such that the projection 64 may be aligned with
any one of the slots 62 in use (and will typically be arranged to "click" or "snap fit" into a chosen slot to provide
an audible and tactile indication of the dose selection).
A dose indicator 65 may be provided on the body 30
adjacent to the projection 64 to provide a visual indicator
of the selected dose (in conjunction with a scale making
63 associated with the slots 62). During axial sliding motion between the bodies 30, 40 of the injector apparatus
(during actuation and/or priming), the projection 64 travels along the slot 62 into which it has been aligned and
the ends of the slot 62 provides physical stops which
delimit the relative motion of the bodies 30, 40. The length
of each slot 62 is chosen to provide a predetermined
range of motion which corresponds to a particular change
in volume of the conduit 32/42 and therefore a desired
dose being discharged via the needle 44.
[0047] Figure 3 shows an alternate embodiment in
which the injection apparatus 110 is provided in the form
of a more conventional pen injector having a body which
encloses the cartridge 120. The skilled person will appreciate that the actuation of the injector apparatus 110
is substantially identical to that of the injector apparatus
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of the first embodiment 10. The cartridge 120 may be
replaceable by an end user such that the injector apparatus 110 is reusable or as illustrated may be substantially
irremovably mounted within the injector apparatus 10
such that the injector apparatus is intended to be disposable (e.g. once the therapeutic material has been fully
used). It will be noted that in the disposable embodiment
illustrated the rear body 130 is clamped directly to the
neck of the cartridge 120 (with the valve 170a held therebetween) this removes the need for a threaded collar
on the cartridge 120.
[0048] The body surrounding the cartridge may be
formed integrally with the outer component 140a of the
front body 140 such that the cartridge 120 and rear body
130 (which are fixed relative to one another but slidably
connected to the front body 140) will, in use, axially slide
within the outer body.
[0049] The cap 180 may comprise a two-part casing
which substantially encloses the injector apparatus 110
as shown in figure 3A.
[0050] In contrast to the earlier embodiment, this embodiment is provided with a threaded needle attachment
144 rather than an integral needle 44 such that a disposable, single-use, needle may be attached to the injector
apparatus 110. It may be noted that a septum 145 may
be provided behind the needle attachment 144 (and forward of the non-return valve 170b) which will be pierced
in use by a needle assembly mounted to the needle attachment 144.
[0051] The non-return valve 70, 170 used in embodiments of the invention will now be described in further
detail. As best seen in figure 1A the valve 70 comprises
a flexible membrane, typically in the form of a generally
circular disc. The membrane is provided with a plurality
(and in the illustrated example three) of actuate slits 72
which are positioned at an outer region of the flexible
member and are generally circumferentially aligned. The
slits 72 are through-slits but in some arrangements it may
be desirable to initially provide a partial depth slit which
will rupture into a through slit upon first use (e.g. when
pressurised above a desired pressure) - for example so
as to initially seal the valve. A central region of the flexible
membrane has a profiled surface including an increased
thickness convex bulge 74 on one side. The bulge 74 is
in use positioned to face the opening upon which the
valve is to be used and is sized and dimensioned to provide a plug within said opening (as will be explained below). The bulge 74 has tapered sides to assist with alignment of with the opening. The opposing surface of the
membrane to the bulge 74 may also be profiled. For example the surface may have an at least partially concave
profile as shown by the dashed profile 75 in figure 4b.
The concave profile may be arranged such that the Bulge
is hollowed. This profile enables pressure opposing that
shown in the direction P to act to reinforce the seal such
that the bulge 74 acts on the inside diameter of the chamber as well as upon the front face.
[0052] The operation of the non-return valve will be
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described with reference to Figures 4A and 4B. As shown
in figure 4A the membrane of the valve 70 is provided
across an opening 24 (for example the opening of the
cartridge 20). The membrane is attached to a shoulder
26 of the opening 24 by its peripheral edges (for example
the membrane is clamped to the edge by a collar 22).
The actuate slits 72 are positioned adjacent to the peripheral edge at an outward region of the membrane such
that they overly the shoulder 26. The bulge 74 extends
into the opening 24 and an edge of the bulge may engage
the corner between the shoulder 26 and opening 24.
[0053] In its natural state (Figure 4A) the opening is
sealed by the bulge 74 and the slits 72 do not allow the
flow of fluid as they are seated on the shoulder 26. The
valve 70 allows flow in the direction of arrow P by deflection of the membrane (as shown in figure 4B). When subjected to net pressure in the flow direction (shown by
arrow P), the central region of the membrane is deflected
upwards (as shown in the figure) lifting the bulge 74 from
engagement with the sides of the opening 24. The slits
72 are also lifted from their seat (and may additionally be
resiliently deformed so as to increase their opening) enabling the flow of fluid from the opening 26. When subjected to net pressure in the reverse flow direction, the
membrane is compressed towards the shoulder 26. This
compression both urges the bulge 74 against the sides
of the opening and the slits 72 against their seat on the
shoulder such that the opening is sealed and resists reverse flow of fluid.
[0054] Optionally, a spring means 76 (shown in dashed
lines in Figure 4A) may be provided which acts to urge
the non-return valve 70 towards its closed position and
helps to reinforce the seal of the valve. In such an arrangement, the net pressure must overcome the force of
the spring 76 in order to open the valve.
[0055] Figure 5a shows a further pen injector 110’ in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention which
generally operates by the same displacement principle
as the first and second embodiments. The pen injector
comprises a housing 170’ which receives a cartridge or
syringe 120’ of a similar type to that shown in the preceding embodiments. The cartridge 120’ is provided within a carriage formed as part of the rear body 130’. The
rear body 130’ and the cartridge are thus fixed relative
to one another but relatively slidably moveable relative
to the forward body 140’. An actuation button 190’ is provided at the reaward end of the rear body 130’ and may
be removable attached (e.g. by a screw thread) such that
the cartridge may be replaceable in use. The forward end
of the injector 110’ is adapted to receive a delivery needle
and may, therefore, include an external thread 144’. A
conduit 132’/’142’ extends in a generally axial direction
from a rearward end in communication with the cartridge
120’ to the forward end proximal to the delivery needle.
As in the preceding embodiments a first non-return valve
170a’ is provided at the rear of the conduit 132’/142’ and
a second non-return valve 170b’ is provided at the front
of the conduit 132’/142’.
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[0056] As in the previous embodiments, the conduit
portions are coaxially aligned. The first conduit portion
132’ is sized and positioned such that it is slidably received within the second conduit portion 142’. A seal is
provided on the outer wall of the second conduit portion
132’ to sealingly engage the inner wall of the first conduit
portion 142’.
[0057] In use, the injector 110’ is actuated by a user
urging the actuation button 190 at the rear of the housing
170’ forwardly which moves the cartridge 120’ (and the
rear body 130’/carriage in which it is mounted) forward
relative to the housing 170’. The forward body 140’ is
fixed relative to the housing 170’ such that the forward
movement of the rear body 130’ displaces the first conduit
portion 132’ (which is fixed relative to the cartridge 120’)
forward into the second conduit 142’ (which is fixed relative to the housing 170). Thus, the volume of the conduit
is reduced and, as a result of the direction of the oneway valves 170a’ and 170b’ a metered dose is expelled
from the conduit 442. As in the preceding embodiments
the mechanism reaward 130’ and forward 140’ bodies
may be biased towards an expanded position such that
the first conduit portion 132’ moves rearwardly relative
to the second conduit portion 142’ when the release button 190’ is released to draw a new dose into the conduit
142’/132’.
[0058] It may be noted that the particular form of the
non-return valves 170a’ and 170b’ differ from those of
the first and second embodiments (although it will be appreciated that the valves of any of the illustrated embodiment may be considered interchangeable). The valves
170a’ and 170b’ are so called "duckbill" valves. The duckbill valve 501 is shown in isolated cross section in figure
5b and has an axially extending portion 506 having a
generally conical (or similar) cross sectional profile which
extends from a flange 504 (which may additionally include an attachment section at its periphery as shown in
figure 4a). The axially extending section 506 includes a
split or opening 502 which is urged open when pressured
from an interior side 510 of the axial portion but is urged
closed when pressurised from an exterior side 520. In
order to increase the accuracy of the duckbill valve (and
therefore the dose accuracy) the duckbill valve may be
positioned over an axial extending boss 530 formed within the conduit (as shown in Figure 5b). This arrangement
has been found to be particularly advantageous in preventing the side portions of the axially extending region
506 of the duckbill valve 501 from collapsing or bulging
inwardly during opening and closing of the valve 501.
[0059] Although the invention has been described
above with reference to one or more preferred embodiments, it will be appreciated that various changes or modifications may be made without departing from the scope
of the invention as defined in the appended claims.
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a first body (30; 130) fixed in use to the container
and defining a first conduit portion (32;132) for
the delivery of the therapeutic material from said
container;
a second body (40; 140) slidably connected to
the first body (30; 130) and defining a second
conduit portion (42; 142), in fluid communication
with the first conduit portion,
and wherein the second body (40; 140) is provided with or arranged to receive a delivery needle (44; 144) at the forward end of the injector
apparatus through which a conduit (32,42;
132,142) defined by the first conduit portion (32;
132) and the second conduit portion (42; 142)
is arranged to deliver therapeutic material in use;
the injector further comprising a first non-return
valve (70a; 170a) to prevent flow from the conduit (32, 42; 132, 142) to the container (20; 120)
and a second non-return valve (70b; 170b) to
prevent flow from the needle (44; 144) to the
conduit (32, 42; 132, 142);
wherein relative sliding motion between the first
body (40; 140) and second body (30; 130) results in the displacement of one of the conduit
portions (32, 42; 132, 142) into the other conduit
portion (42, 32; 142, 132) such that the volume
of the conduit may be decreased;
characterised in that the injector apparatus further comprises:
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a biasing means (50; 150) provided such
that the first (30; 130) and second (40; 140)
body are biased towards an extended position in which the volume of the conduit (32,
42; 132, 142) is maximised;
a catch (36, 46) arranged to hold the first
(30; 130) and second (40; 140) body in a
retracted position against said bias, said
catch (36, 46) comprising complementary
interconnecting features on the first and
second body;and
a cap (80; 180), said cap being arranged to
prevent release of the catch (36, 46) in a
closed position.
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An injector apparatus (10; 110) for use with a container (20; 120) of therapeutic material to deliver a
metered dose of therapeutic material therefrom, the
apparatus comprising:

An injector apparatus (10; 110) as claimed in claim
1, wherein one of the conduit portions comprises a
chamber (42; 142), and the other conduit portion
comprises a piston (32; 132) received within said
chamber and a bore extending along the axis of the
piston, the head of the piston being formed by an
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tained on a shoulder (26), wherein
the flexible membrane further comprises at least one
slit (72) positioned proximal to a periphery of the
membrane such that the slit overlies the shoulder
(26) of the container or injector apparatus.

end portion of the wall of said other conduit portion.
3.

4.

5.

An injector apparatus (10; 110) as claimed in claim
1, wherein the interconnecting features comprise at
least one inwardly projecting tooth member (46) provided on a flexible arm (47) on one of the first or
second body and arranged to engage a complimentary profiled shoulder (36) on the other of the first or
second body and wherein the arm (47) may be resiliently deformed so as to allow the tooth member
(46) to be disengaged.
An injector apparatus (10; 110) as claimed in claim
3, wherein the cap (80; 180) is provided with an internal surface (81) which is shaped and dimensioned
so as to prevent movement of the arm (47) when the
cap (80) is in a closed position.
An injector apparatus (10; 110) as claimed in claim
4, wherein the internal surface (81) of the cap is arranged to engage an outer surface of the arm (47)
and prevent outward deflection of the arm when the
cap (80) is in a closed position.

6.

An injector apparatus (10; 110) as claimed in claim
4 or 5, wherein the internal surface (81) of the cap
is provided with a shaped profile such that the arm
(47) is unrestrained upon partial removal of the cap
(80).

7.

An injector apparatus (10; 110) as claimed in any
preceding claim, wherein the injector further comprises a dosing mechanism (60; 160) comprising a
projection (64) on one of the first or second body (30,
40; 130, 140) and at least one cooperating slot (62)
on the other of the first or second body (40, 30; 140,
130), wherein the projection (64) sides along the slot
(62) during relative sliding motion of the first and second body and the length of the slot (62) delimits the
actuation stroke of the injector apparatus (10; 110).

5

Patentansprüche
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9.

An injector apparatus (10; 110) as claimed in claim
7, wherein the at least one cooperating slot (62) comprises a plurality of slots of different lengths and
wherein the projection (64) may be selectively
brought into engagement with one of said slots to
select the required dose.
An injector apparatus (10; 110) as claimed in claim
8, wherein the slots (62) are circumferentially distributed around the first or second body and the selective
engagement of the projection (64) is by relative rotational movement of the first and second body.

10. An injector assembly as claimed in any preceding
claim, wherein the or each non-return valve (70a,
70b; 170a, 170b) comprises a flexible membrane extending across the conduit (32,42; 132,142) and re-

1.

Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) zur Verwendung mit
einem Behälter (20; 120) aus therapeutischem Material, um eine bemessene Dosis therapeutischen
Materials daraus abzugeben, wobei die Vorrichtung
umfasst:
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einen ersten Körper (30; 130), der bei Verwendung am Behälter befestigt ist und einen ersten
Leitungsabschnitt (32; 132) für die Abgabe des
therapeutischen Materials aus dem Behälter definiert;
einen zweiten Körper (40; 140), der gleitbar mit
dem ersten Körper (30; 130) verbunden ist und
einen zweiten Leitungsabschnitt (42; 142) definiert, der in Fluidverbindung mit dem ersten Leitungsabschnitt steht,
und wobei der zweite Körper (40; 140) mit einer
Abgabenadel (44; 144) am vorderen Ende der
Injektionsvorrichtung versehen oder angeordnet ist, durch die eine Leitung (32, 42; 132, 142)
angeordnet ist, die durch den ersten Leitungsabschnitt (32; 132) und den zweiten Leitungsabschnitt (42; 142) definiert ist, um im Gebrauch
therapeutisches Material abzugeben;
wobei die Injektionsvorrichtung ferner ein erstes
Rückschlagventil (70a; 170a) umfasst, um den
Durchfluss von der Leitung (32, 42; 132, 142)
zum Behälter (20; 120) zu verhindern und ein
zweites Rückschlagventil (70b; 170b) umfasst,
um den Durchfluss von der Nadel (44; 144) zur
Leitung (32, 42; 132, 142) zu verhindern;
wobei eine relative Gleitbewegung zwischen
dem ersten Körper (40; 140) und dem zweiten
Körper (30; 130) die Verschiebung eines der Leitungsabschnitte (32, 42; 132, 142) in den anderen Leitungsabschnitt (42, 32; 142, 132) bewirkt,
so dass das Volumen der Leitung verringert werden kann;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Injektionsvorrichtung ferner umfasst:

50

55
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ein Vorspannmittel (50; 150), das so vorgesehen ist, dass der erste (30; 130) und zweite (40; 140) Körper in Richtung einer ausgedehnten Position vorgespannt sind, in
der das Volumen der Leitung (32, 42; 132,
142) maximiert ist;
eine Sperre (36, 46), die so angeordnet ist,
dass sie den ersten (30; 130) und zweiten
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(40; 140) Körper in einer eingefahrenen Position gegen die Vorspannung hält, wobei
die Sperre (36, 46) komplementäre Verbindungselemente an dem ersten und zweiten
Körper umfasst; und
und eine Kappe (80; 180), wobei die Kappe
so angeordnet ist, dass sie das Lösen der
Sperre (36, 46) in einer geschlossenen Position verhindert.

lang des Schlitzes (62) während der relativen Gleitbewegung des ersten und zweiten Körpers seitlich
verläuft und die Länge des Schlitzes (62) den Betätigungshub der Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) begrenzt.

5

8.

Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) nach Anspruch 7,
wobei der mindestens eine zusammenwirkende
Schlitz (62) eine Vielzahl von Schlitzen unterschiedlicher Länge umfasst und wobei der Vorsprung (64)
selektiv in Eingriff mit einem der Schlitze gebracht
werden kann, um die erforderliche Dosis auszuwählen.

9.

Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) nach Anspruch 8,
wobei die Schlitze (62) um den ersten oder zweiten
Körper herum verteilt sind und der selektive Eingriff
des Vorsprungs (64) durch eine relative Drehbewegung des ersten und zweiten Körpers erfolgt.

10

2.

3.

Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei einer der Leitungsabschnitte eine Kammer
(42; 142) umfasst, und der andere Leitungsabschnitt
einen Kolben (32; 132) umfasst, der innerhalb der
Kammer aufgenommen ist, und eine Bohrung, die
sich entlang der Achse des Kolbens erstreckt, wobei
der Kopf des Kolbens durch einen Endabschnitt der
Wand des anderen Leitungsabschnitts gebildet wird.
Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Verbindungsmerkmale mindestens ein
nach innen ragendes Zahnelement (46) umfassen,
das an einem flexiblen Arm (47) an einem der ersten
oder zweiten Körper vorgesehen und so angeordnet
ist, dass es in eine komplementäre profilierte Schulter (36) am anderen der ersten oder zweiten Körper
eingreift, und wobei der Arm (47) elastisch verformt
werden kann, so dass das Zahnelement (46) gelöst
werden kann.
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4.

5.

Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) nach Anspruch 3,
wobei die Kappe (80; 180) mit einer Innenfläche (81)
versehen ist, die so geformt und bemaßt ist, dass
sie eine Bewegung des Armes (47) verhindert, wenn
sich die Kappe (80) in einer geschlossenen Position
befindet.
Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) nach Anspruch 4,
wobei die Innenfläche (81) der Kappe so angeordnet
ist, dass sie in eine Außenfläche des Arms (47) eingreift und eine Auslenkung des Arms nach außen
verhindert, wenn sich die Kappe (80) in einer geschlossenen Position befindet.

6.

Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) nach Anspruch 4
oder 5, wobei die Innenfläche (81) der Kappe mit
einem geformten Profil versehen ist, so dass der Arm
(47) beim teilweisen Entfernen der Kappe (80) frei
beweglich ist.

7.

Injektionsvorrichtung (10; 110) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Injektionsvorrichtung ferner einen Dosiermechanismus (60; 160)
umfasst, der einen Vorsprung (64) auf einem der ersten oder zweiten Körper (30, 40; 130, 140) und mindestens einen zusammenwirkenden Schlitz (62) auf
dem anderen des ersten oder zweiten Körpers (40,
30, 140, 130) umfasst, wobei der Vorsprung (64) ent-
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10. Injektionsanordnung nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei das oder jedes Rückschlagventil (70a, 70b; 170a, 170b) eine flexible Membran
umfasst, die sich über die Leitung (32, 42; 132, 142)
erstreckt und auf einer Schulter (26) gehalten wird,
wobei die flexible Membran ferner mindestens einen
Schlitz (72) umfasst, der proximal zu einem Umfang
der Membran positioniert ist, so dass der Schlitz über
der Schulter (26) des Behälters oder der Injektionsvorrichtung liegt.

Revendications
35

1.

Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) destiné à être utilisé
avec un récipient (20 ; 120) de matière thérapeutique
pour administrer une dose mesurée de matière thérapeutique à partir de celui-ci, l’appareil
comprenant :
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un premier corps (30 ; 130) fixé en utilisation au
récipient et définissant une première partie de
conduit (32 ; 132) pour l’administration de la matière thérapeutique à partir dudit récipient ;
un second corps (40 ; 140) relié de manière coulissante au premier corps (30 ; 130) et définissant une seconde partie de conduit (42 ; 142)
en communication fluidique avec la première
partie de conduit,
et le second corps (40 ; 140) comportant ou
étant agencé pour recevoir une aiguille d’administration (44 ; 144) à l’extrémité avant de l’appareil d’injecteur, à travers laquelle un conduit
(32, 42 ; 132, 142) défini par la première partie
de conduit (32 ; 132) et la seconde partie de
conduit (42 ; 142) est agencé pour administrer
en utilisation de la matière thérapeutique ;
l’injecteur comprenant en outre un premier cla-
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pet de non-retour (70a ; 170a) pour empêcher
un écoulement du conduit (32, 42 ; 132, 142) au
récipient (20 ; 120) et un second clapet de nonretour (70b ; 170b) pour empêcher un écoulement de l’aiguille (44 ; 144) au conduit (32, 42 ;
132, 142) ;
un mouvement de coulissement relatif entre le
premier corps (40 ; 140) et le second corps (30 ;
130) conduisant au déplacement de l’une des
parties de conduit (32, 42 ; 132, 142) dans
l’autre partie de conduit (32, 42 ; 132, 142) de
telle sorte que le volume du conduit peut être
réduit ;
caractérisé par le fait que l’appareil d’injecteur
comprend en outre :
un moyen de sollicitation (50 ; 150) disposé
de telle sorte que les premier (30 ; 130) et
second (40 ; 140) corps sont sollicités vers
une position étendue dans laquelle le volume du conduit (32, 42 ; 132, 142) est rendu
maximal ;
un verrou (36, 46) agencé pour maintenir
les premier (30 ; 130) et second (40 ; 140)
corps dans une position rétractée à l’encontre de ladite sollicitation, ledit verrou (36, 46)
comprenant des caractéristiques d’interconnexion complémentaires sur les premier et second corps ; et
un capuchon (80 ; 180), ledit capuchon
étant agencé pour empêcher une libération
du verrou (36, 46) dans une position fermée.
2.

3.

4.

Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel l’une des parties de conduit comprend
une chambre (42 ; 142), et l’autre partie de conduit
comprend un piston (32 ; 132) reçu à l’intérieur de
ladite chambre et un alésage s’étendant le long de
l’axe du piston, la tête du piston étant formée par
une partie d’extrémité de la paroi de ladite autre partie de conduit.
Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel les caractéristiques d’interconnexion
comprennent au moins un élément dent se projetant
vers l’intérieur (46) situé sur un bras souple (47) sur
l’un du premier et du second corps et agencé pour
engager un épaulement profilé complémentaire (36)
sur l’autre du premier et du second corps, et le bras
(47) pouvant être déformé élastiquement de façon
à permettre à l’élément dent (46) d’être désengagé.
Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) selon la revendication
3, dans lequel le capuchon (80 ; 180) comporte une
surface interne (81) qui est façonnée et dimensionnée de façon à empêcher un mouvement du bras
(47) lorsque le capuchon (80) est dans une position
fermée.

5.

Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) selon la revendication
4, dans lequel la surface interne (81) du capuchon
est agencée pour engager une surface externe du
bras (47) et empêcher une déviation du bras vers
l’extérieur lorsque le capuchon (80) est dans une
position fermée.

6.

Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) selon la revendication
4 ou 5, dans lequel la surface interne (81) du capuchon comporte un profil façonné de telle sorte que
le bras (47) n’est pas contraint lors d’un retrait partiel
du capuchon (80).

7.

Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel
l’injecteur comprend en outre un mécanisme de dosage (60 ; 160) comprenant une saillie (64) sur l’un
du premier et du second corps (30, 40 ; 130, 140) et
au moins une fente de coopération (62) sur l’autre
du premier et du second corps (40, 30 ; 140, 130),
la saillie (64) coulissant le long de la fente (62) pendant un mouvement de coulissement relatif des premier et second corps et la longueur de la fente (62)
délimitant la course d’actionnement de l’appareil
d’injecteur (10 ; 110).

8.

Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) selon la revendication
7, dans lequel l’au moins une fente de coopération
(62) comprend une pluralité de fentes de différentes
longueurs et la saillie (64) peut être amenée de manière sélective en engagement avec l’une desdites
fentes pour sélectionner la dose requise.

9.

Appareil d’injecteur (10 ; 110) selon la revendication
8, dans lequel les fentes (62) sont réparties de manière circonférentielle autour du premier ou second
corps et l’engagement sélectif de la saillie (64) est
réalisé par mouvement de rotation relative des premier et second corps.
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10. Ensemble injecteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel
le ou chaque clapet de non-retour (70a, 70b ; 170a,
170b) comprend une membrane souple s’étendant
en travers du conduit (32, 42 ; 132, 142) et retenue
sur un épaulement (26),
la membrane souple comprenant en outre au moins
une fente (72) positionnée de manière proximale à
une périphérie de la membrane de telle sorte que la
fente recouvre l’épaulement (26) du récipient ou de
l’appareil d’injecteur.
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