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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to illu-
mination devices and, more particularly, to illumination
devices such as flameless electric candles, etc.
[0002] Prior art illumination devices are disclosed in
WO 2012/162538, DE 21 2011 100014 U1 and US
2011/0127914.

SUMMARY

[0003] Aspects of the present invention are recited in
the accompanying claims.
[0004] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure generally relate to illumination devices (e.g., electric
candles, etc.). In one exemplary embodiment, an illumi-
nation device generally includes a housing, a light
source, a pendulum supporting the light source, a support
member coupled to the housing and the pendulum, and
a driving device coupled to the pendulum and configured
to produce the pivotal movement of the pendulum. At
least a portion of the pendulum is disposed within the
housing, and the support member is configured to allow
pivotal movement of the pendulum and light source rel-
ative to the housing.
[0005] In another exemplary embodiment, the illumi-
nation device includes an electric candle. In this embod-
iment, the electric candle generally includes a housing,
a light source, and a colour element positioned over at
least part of the light source for creating a colour effect
in the illumination device when the light source transmits
light through the colour element.
[0006] In still another exemplary embodiment, the illu-
mination device includes an electric candle. In this em-
bodiment, the electric candle generally includes a hous-
ing, a head (e.g., having a flame shape, etc.), a light
source disposed within the head, a pendulum supporting
the light source and the head, and a driving device con-
figured to produce pivotal movement of the pendulum to
thereby move the head and the light source relative to
the housing. The pendulum is pivotally coupled to the
housing and is configured to move the head and the light
source relative to the housing. Further areas of applica-
bility will become apparent from the description provided
herein. The description and specific examples in this
summary are intended for purposes of illustration only
and are not intended to limit the scope of the present
disclosure.

DRAWINGS

[0007] The drawings described herein are for illustra-
tive purposes only of selected embodiments and not all
possible implementations, and are not intended to limit
the scope of the present disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary embod-
iment of an illumination device according to the
present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a functional module
of the illumination device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the func-
tional module of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a section view of the functional module of
FIG. 2, with portions of the functional module re-
moved to show internal construction;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a support member of
the illumination device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is another perspective view of the support
member of FIG. 5;

FIGS. 7 and 8 are perspective views illustrating in-
stallation of the support member of FIG. 5 to a pen-
dulum of the illumination device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an exemplary embod-
iment of a functional module suitable for use in illu-
mination devices of the present disclosure;

FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective view of the func-
tional module of FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a section view of the functional module of
FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is an exploded perspective view of another
exemplary embodiment of an illumination device ac-
cording to the present disclosure;

FIG. 13 is another exploded perspective view of the
illumination device of FIG. 12, with a shell of the il-
lumination device removed;

FIG. 14 is a section view of a functional module of
the illumination device of FIG. 12, with portions of
the functional module removed to show internal con-
struction;

FIG. 15 is an exploded perspective view of still an-
other exemplary embodiment of an illumination de-
vice according to the present disclosure;

FIG. 16 is another exploded perspective view of the
illumination device of FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 is a fragmentary section view of a functional
module of the illumination device of FIG. 15;

FIG. 18 a perspective view of another exemplary em-
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bodiment of an illumination device according to the
present disclosure;

FIG. 19 is an exploded perspective view of the illu-
mination device of FIG. 18;

FIG. 20 is another exploded perspective view of the
illumination device of FIG. 18;

FIG. 21 is an enlarged view of a portion of the illu-
mination device of FIG. 20; and

FIG. 22 is a section view of a functional module of
the illumination device of FIG. 18, with portions re-
moved to show internal construction;

Corresponding reference numerals indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0008] The inventor hereof has developed, and dis-
closes herein, exemplary embodiments of illumination
devices. In various aspects, the illumination devices gen-
erally include electric candles (e.g., electric swing-flame
candles, etc.). But it should be appreciated that the illu-
mination devices may include devices other than the
electric candles within the scope of the present disclosure
(e.g., may take forms other than candles, etc.).
[0009] Exemplary embodiments of the illumination de-
vices generally include housings (e.g., outer portions, ex-
ternal portions, shells, covers, etc.), light sources (e.g.,
light emitting diode (LED) lights, etc.), pendulums, sup-
port members, and driving devices. In some aspects, the
pendulums support the light sources, and the support
members allow for pivotal movement of the pendulums
(and the light sources) relative to the housings. And, the
driving devices (which may include, without limitation,
motors (e.g., vibrating motors, polarizing motors, etc.);
magnetic assemblies; pressure differentials; other driv-
ing devices, etc.) are configured to produce the pivotal
movement of the pendulums.
[0010] In some aspects, the support members of the
illumination devices include wires extending through in-
terior regions of the housings and supporting the pendu-
lums. The wires may be constructed from suitable mate-
rials including, for example, materials that are non-me-
tallic, non-rigid (e.g., soft, etc.), other materials, etc. In
addition, the wires may have suitable sizes including, for
example, diameters of about one millimetre or less (e.g.,
diameters of about one millimeter, diameters of about
0.5 millimeters, diameters of about 0.2 millimeters, diam-
eters less than about 0.2 millimeters, diameters therebe-
tween, etc.), thereby allowing the pendulums to pivot
(e.g., swing, etc.), on the wires, when driven by the driving
devices.
[0011] In some aspects, the illumination devices also
include heads coupled with the pendulums. The light

sources may be disposed within the heads (e.g., within
cavities defined within the heads, etc.), so that light from
the light sources can be at least partly transmitted through
the heads to provide a flame effect (e.g., a flame-shaped
light, a flame-shaped lighting effect, etc.) to the illumina-
tion devices. As such, the heads may be constructed
from suitable materials (e.g., plastics, rubber, silicon,
etc.), and may be at least partly transparent, translucent,
opaque, etc. In addition, in some aspects the illumination
devices further include colour elements positioned over
at least part of the light sources (and, in some cases,
positioned within the heads (although they may alterna-
tively be positioned outside of the heads in some embod-
iments, or may be formed integrally with the heads in
some embodiments)) for creating a colour effect in con-
nection with the flame effect. The colour elements may
include any suitable shapes, including, without limitation,
tube-shaped sleeves, rings, lampshade shapes, etc. In
addition, the colour elements may include desired colors,
for example, generally blue colors or other colors (e.g.,
orange and/or red colors, etc.). Further, the colour ele-
ments may be transparent, translucent, etc. and/or may
be made of plastic, rubber, silicon, etc.
[0012] Additionally, in various aspects, the illumination
devices use printed circuit boards (PCBs), which gener-
ally contain electrical wirings, to electrically connect
(and/or power and/or control) the light sources and/or the
driving devices, to thereby control operation of the light
sources and/or the driving devices. In some aspects, the
PCBs further include (e.g., are part of, are associated
with, etc.) printed circuit board assemblies (PCBAs) to
provide power to the light sources and/or the driving de-
vices, and to control operation of the illumination devices.
The PCBAs generally contain electronic components
(e.g., resistors, capacitors, diodes, transistors, etc.) in
addition to electrical wirings. And, in some aspects, at
least two wires are used to electrically connect the PCBs
to the PCBAs. Here, each of the at least two wires can
include suitable sizes and, for example, may have diam-
eters of about 0.5 millimeters or less (e.g., diameters of
about 0.5 millimeters, diameters of about 0.2 millimeters,
diameters of about 0.15 millimeters, diameters of about
0.1 millimeters, diameters less than about 0.1 millime-
ters, etc.). In addition, due to the generally small size of
the wires, each of the at least two wires may include
lacquered wires, or metal wires without any coating (e.g.
without plastic or rubber outer layers).
[0013] With reference now to the drawings, FIGS. 1-8
illustrate an exemplary embodiment of an illumination de-
vice 100 including one or more aspects of the present
disclosure. In this embodiment, the illumination device
100 is illustrated as an electric candle (e.g., an electric
swing-flame candle, etc.). However, it should be appre-
ciated that the illumination device 100 may have other
configurations, other than electric candles, in other em-
bodiments.
[0014] As shown in FIG. 1, the illumination device 100
generally includes a functional module 102 and a battery
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compartment 103. And, the functional module 102 and
the battery compartment 103 are configured to couple to
a shell 105. Batteries 101 (broadly, a power supply) pro-
vide power to the illumination device 100, and are cou-
pled to the battery compartment 103 and are configured
to position within the shell 105 when the battery compart-
ment 103 couples to the shell 105.
[0015] The functional module 102 generally includes
a head 104 and a housing 107. The head 104 is located
generally above the housing 107. The head 104 is de-
signed to generally have a shape like a burning flame
(e.g., a flame-shaped head). In addition, the head 104
defines a generally three-dimensional shape (as op-
posed to other devices that have heads with generally
two-dimensional shapes (e.g., fin 404 in FIGS. 15-17)).
However, the head 104 may have other shapes (e.g.,
circular, square, etc.) within the scope of the present dis-
closure.
[0016] With additional reference to FIGS. 2-4, the func-
tional module 102 of the illumination device 100 also in-
cludes a pendulum 106, a support member 108 (e.g., a
wire, etc.) coupled to the housing 107 and supporting the
pendulum 106, and a driving device 112. The driving de-
vice 112 is coupled to the pendulum 106, via a mount
135, and is generally disposed in an interior region 114
of the housing 107. The pendulum 106 is coupled with
the support member 108 at a location within the housing
107 (e.g., in the interior region 114 of the housing 107).
As illustrated in this embodiment, the support member
108 extends through the interior region 114 of the housing
107 and supports the pendulum 106. And, end portions
of the support member 108 are interference press-fit, by
end mounts 116, within openings 117 of the housing 107
(only one opening 117 is visible in FIG. 3). When sup-
ported by the support member 108, and when not moving,
the pendulum 106 generally hangs from the support
member 108 in an equilibrium state, generally vertically
under its own weight (and a weight of the driving device
coupled thereto).
[0017] In the illustrated embodiment, the support mem-
ber 108 generally includes a soft (non-metallic) wire hav-
ing a diameter of about one millimeter (although the wire
could have a diameter of less than one millimeter within
the scope of the present disclosure, for example, about
0.5 millimeters, about 0.3 millimeters, about 0.2 millime-
ters, less than 0.2 millimeters, etc.). As an example, the
wire may include a fishing line, etc. The wire extends
tightly (e.g., under tension, etc.) across the interior region
114 of the housing 107 (e.g., generally linearly, without
sag, without bend, etc.), and is held in this tight configu-
ration by the end mounts 116. This can help support im-
proved pivoting of the pendulum 106 on the wire (e.g.,
by reducing drag, friction, etc.). In addition, the generally
small size of the wire (e.g., when the diameter of the wire
is less than about 0.5 millimeters, less than about 0.3
millimeters, less than about 0.2 millimeters, etc.) helps
facilitate, support, effect, produce, etc. smoother (and
less stiff, less rigid, etc.) pivoting movement of the pen-

dulum 106 on the wire (as compared to wires with larger
diameters (e.g., greater than 1 millimeter, etc.)). Various
benefits associated therewith are discussed herein.
[0018] The functional module 102 also includes a light
source 118 and a colour element 122 disposed toward
a first end portion of the pendulum 106, and disposed
within the head 104. In particular, the light source 118 is
received within a fixture 133 of the pendulum 106. As
such, the light source 118 can be supported by the pen-
dulum 106 (e.g., snap-fit to the light source fixture, 133,
etc.), and can extend within the head 104 (with the head
104 also supported by the pendulum 106 (e.g., coupled
to (e.g., snap-fit to, etc.) the light source fixture 133, etc.)).
The colour element 122 is positioned over the light source
118 (and generally above the fixture 133). As such, the
light source 118, the colour element 122, and the head
104 are supported by the pendulum 106. In operation of
the illumination device 100, the light source 118 is con-
figured to transmit light, outwardly, through the colour
element 122 and through the head 104 to provide a flame
effect (e.g., a flame-shaped light, a flame-shaped lighting
effect, etc.) to the illumination device 100. The colour
element 122 is configured to create a colour effect in
connection with the flame effect of the illumination device
100.
[0019] In the illustrated embodiment, the light source
118 includes a light emitting diode (LED). Further, the
LED may include a flickering LED preinstalled with a pro-
grammable circuit to cause various changes in intensity,
colour, etc. of the LED. However, other light sources may
be used within the scope of the present disclosure. Also
in the illustrated embodiment, the colour element 122 is
generally translucent and generally tube-shaped (but it
could have other constructions).
[0020] The light transmitted generally outwardly from
the head 104, via the light source 118, can be observed
from different directions around the illumination device
100 (e.g., in a 360 degree range around the illumination
device 100 and/or around the head, etc.), like a real can-
dle flame. In addition, the illustrated colour element 122
is generally blue in colour to help give a realistic flame
colour to the light transmitted from the light source 118
through the head 104. As such, when the light source
transmits light, the colour element 122 further adds a blue
colour (broadly, the colour effect) to the flame effect of
the illumination device 100. In various designs, the colour
and number of the colour element 122 and/or light source
118 may be varied according to specific requirements
and/or desires. In some embodiment, the head 104 may
be a particular colour, in order to provide the colour effect
(in place of the colour element 122), or in order to provide
an additional colour effect (in addition to colour element
122). Further, the generally smooth pivoting movement
of the pendulum 106 on the support member 108, as
described above, helps facilitate, effect, produce, etc.
movement of the light source 118 (and the head 104 and
the colour element 122) that is smoother, less stiff, less
rigid etc. than in other devices, and that is also more vivid
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and more realistic (i.e., that imparts a more vivid and
more realistic appearance to the light source 118 and the
illumination device 100).
[0021] With additional reference to FIGS. 5-8, the func-
tional module 102 of the illumination device 100 further
includes an insert 124 configured to couple to the support
member 108, and couple the support member 108 to the
pendulum 106. The insert 124 includes first and second
portions 126 and 128. The first and second portions 126
and 128 are configured to fit together over the support
member 108 (e.g., with the support member 108 extend-
ing through channels of the portions 126 and 128, etc.)
to thereby couple with the support member 108. In the
illustrated embodiment, the support member 108 is gen-
erally captured (e.g., pinched, etc.) by a tab 126a of the
first portion 126 within an opening 128a of the second
portion 128. The first and second portions 126 and 128
may then be retained together on the support member
108 as desired, for example, by the tab 126a and opening
128a, or by another interference fit, a snap fit, a friction
fit, mechanical fasteners, adhesive, etc.
[0022] The insert 124, when coupled to the support
member 108, is then configured to frictionally fit within a
channel 130 (defined partly by protrusion 131) of the pen-
dulum 106 (e.g., and extending generally through the
pendulum 106, etc.) (FIGS. 7 and 8). The insert 124,
along with the support member 108, frictionally fit with
the pendulum 106 as a whole piece. Thus, in operation
of the illumination device 100, there is generally no rel-
ative movement between the parts (between the pendu-
lum 106, the insert 124, and the support member 108).
For example, the pendulum 106 can be held in a desired
position along the support member 108 without sliding
therealong, etc. With that said, it should be appreciated
that in some embodiments, the support member 108 and
the insert 124 may be unitarily formed (e.g., monolithi-
cally formed, etc.) as a single component. Further, in
some embodiments, the support member 108, the insert
124, and the pendulum 106 may be unitarily formed (e.g.,
monolithically formed, etc.) as a single component.
[0023] With reference again to FIGS. 3 and 4, the driv-
ing device 112 of the illumination device 100 is positioned
toward a second end portion of the pendulum 106 (gen-
erally opposite the first end portion where the light source
118 is located). In particular, the driving device 112 is
coupled to the pendulum 106, and positioned within the
mount 135 of the pendulum 106 (and is oriented generally
horizontally, and perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of
the pendulum 106). As will be described more hereinaf-
ter, in operation, the driving device 112 is configured to
cause pivoting movement (e.g., swing movement, etc.)
of the pendulum 106, to thereby move the light source
118 and the head 104 (supported by the pendulum 106)
relative to the housing 107. And, with the positioning of
the driving device within the mount 135 of the pendulum
106, such movement of the pendulum 106 then also
moves the driving device 112 with the pendulum 106.
[0024] In the illustrated embodiment, the driving device

112 includes an electric motor (e.g., a vibrating motor,
etc.) arranged to rotate an eccentrically mounted weight
or lug 112a. As the motor operates (e.g., vibrates, etc.),
lug 112a rotates and causes a weight of the motor to shift
and swing the pendulum 106. Continued operation of the
motor then builds and/or changes a momentum and/or
a swinging intensity of the pendulum 106 (and the light
source 118 and head 104 coupled thereto). As such,
through operation of the motor and the resulting pivoting
movement of the pendulum 106 (and the light source 118
and head 104 coupled thereto), the illumination device
100 can provide a moving effect (e.g., an illusion of a
flickering and moving flame, etc.) to the light transmitted
from the head 104 (as part of the overall flame effect,
etc.). With that said, it should be appreciated that other
driving devices 112 may be used.
[0025] A printed circuit board (PCB) 110 and a PCB
assembly (PCBA) 111 (FIG. 1) are provided in the illu-
mination device 100 to control operation thereof. The
PCB 110 is disposed within the housing 107, as will be
described more hereinafter. And, the PCBA 111 is dis-
posed within the shell 105. The PCB 110 is electrically
connected to the external PCBA 111 through wires 120.
In the illustrated embodiment, four wires 120 are shown
connecting the PCB 110 to the PCBA 111 (e.g., connect-
ing the PCB 110 to control units on the PCBA 111, etc.).
In other embodiments, however, more than or less than
four wires may be used (e.g., one wire, two wires, three
wires, five wires, greater than five wires, etc.) depending
on required interconnections, power requirements, con-
trol requirements (e.g., depending on what control units,
etc. are included), etc. In addition, in other embodiments,
the PCB 110 and the PCBA 111 may be a single com-
ponent, such that the PCB 110 is integrally part of the
PCBA 111. Further, the PCB 110 and/or the PCBA 111
may include various electronic components (e.g., resis-
tors, capacitors, diodes, transistors, combinations there-
of, etc.), as desired, coupled to and/or formed directly
onto the surface.
[0026] The PCB 110 (e.g., a lower portion of the PCB
110, etc.) is electrically connected with the driving device
112, via suitable wires. In this regard, the PCBA 111 in-
cludes a drive control unit 113 (broadly, a processing
unit) (e.g., an integrated circuit such as an application
specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a programmable logic
circuit (PLC), etc.) that controls operation (e.g., vibration,
operating time, operating frequency, etc.) of the driving
device 112 and its operating (e.g., vibrating, etc.) fre-
quency and time (through the PCB 110). Thereby the
external force from the driving device 112 (coupled to the
pendulum 106 via the mount 135) causes the pendulum
106 to pivotally move relative to the housing 107 along
the support member 108 (e.g., at various different rates,
at changing rates, at constant rates, etc.). For example,
the drive control unit 113 may include programmable soft-
ware (e.g., instructions, etc.) configured to control oper-
ation of the driving device 112 such as, for example, op-
erating time, operating frequency, etc. The programma-
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ble software may include a customized program (e.g.,
customized instructions, etc.) to produce the desired op-
eration of the driving device 112. With that said, in some
aspects the desired operation of the driving device 112
may include, for example, a generally random operating
frequency of the driving device 112 for helping produce
the flame effect of the illumination device 100 (e.g., the
moving effect of the light source 118, etc.). Various dif-
ferent suitable means (e.g., random number generating
programs, etc.) can be used to generate the generally
random operating frequency in a software program. For
example, this can be achieved by calling a standard or
third party library function and randomizing it with a value
that is always changing, for example, the value of the
current time, etc. In so doing, the generated sequences
of frequencies lack any pattern, and thus appear random.
[0027] The PCB 110 (e.g., an upper portion of the PCB
110, etc.) is also electrically connected with the light
source 118 of the illumination device 100, via suitable
wires. For example, positive and negative electrodes of
the light source 118 are coupled (e.g., welded, etc.) with
terminals of the PCB 110. In this regard, the PCBA 111
includes a light source control unit 115 (broadly, a
processing unit) (e.g., an integrated circuit, etc.) that con-
trols the light source 118 (and any other light source(s)
included in the illumination device 100), for example,
causing the light source 118 to flash and vary in intensity
with time, thereby to create a flickering effect (e.g., in
place of or in connection with a flickering LED, etc.). For
example, the light source control unit 115 may include
programmable software (e.g., instructions, etc.) config-
ured to control operation of the light source 118 such as,
for example, operating time, operating intensity, etc. The
programmable software may include a customized pro-
gram (e.g., customized instructions, etc.) to produce the
desired operation of the light source 118. In some as-
pects, the desired operation of the light source 115 may
include, for example, a generally random operating in-
tensity of the light source 115 for helping produce the
flickering flame effect of the illuminating device 100.
Again, various different means (e.g., random number
generating programs, etc.) can be used to generate the
generally random operating intensity in a software pro-
gram. For example, this can be achieved by calling a
standard or third party library function and randomizing
it with a value that is always changing, for example, the
value of the current time, etc. The generated sequences
of intensities lack any pattern, and thus appear random.
[0028] With that said, it should be appreciated that, in
some embodiments, the drive control unit 113 and the
light source control unit 115 could be provided together
as a single unit (e.g., as part of the PCBA 111, separate
therefrom, etc.).
[0029] In the illustrated embodiment, the PCB 110 is
coupled with the pendulum 106 at a location within the
housing 107. The pendulum 106 includes the protrusion
131 and two pins 132 (only one pin 132 is visible in the
drawings) that generally align with corresponding open-

ings of the PCB 110. In some aspects, the portion of the
pendulum 106 having the protrusion 131 and the pins
132 may be viewed as a fixing column, etc. The PCB 110
is coupled with the pendulum 106 by pressing, moving,
etc. the protrusion 131 and the pins 132 through the cor-
responding openings of the PCB 110, to help hold the
PCB 110 on the pendulum 106 (e.g., for fixing the position
of the PCB 110 on the pendulum 106, etc.). The PCB
110 then moves (e.g., pivots, etc.) with the pendulum 106
during operation of the illumination device 100. Further,
in order to avoid the impact to the movement of the pen-
dulum 106, each of the wires 120 coupling the PCB 110
and the PCBA 111 has a generally small diameter of
about 0.5 millimetre or less (e.g., about 0.3 millimetres,
about 0.2 millimetres, etc.). In some embodiments, the
wires 120 may also be lacquered. As described, this gen-
erally small size (and, in some cases, the lacquered con-
struction) of the wires 120 reduces the impact of the wires
120 on the pivotal movement of the pendulum 106 (e.g.,
inhibits impact of the wires 120 on the movement of the
pendulum 106 to the point that any impact is too little to
be noticeable, etc.), such that the pendulum 106 can gen-
erally freely pivot.
[0030] In some embodiments, illumination devices
may not include PCBs (e.g., PCB 110, etc.), but may
include drive control units and/or light source control units
(e.g., as part of PCBAs or separate therefrom, etc.). In
these embodiments, wires coupling the drive control units
to driving devises and/or wires coupling the light source
control units to light sources may be generally small in
diameter (e.g., about 0.5 millimetres or less (e.g., about
0.3 millimetres, about 0.2 millimetres, etc.), etc.) and/or
may be lacquered, in order to avoid impact to movement
of pendulums in the illumination devices.
[0031] As can be appreciated, the light source 118,
transmitting light through the colour element 122 and
through the head 104, provides the appearance of a real
flame to the illustrated illumination device 100, without
the associated dangers (e.g., fire threat, smoke, etc.). In
other words, the illumination device 100 provides a flame-
less, smoke-free light. In addition, the pivoting movement
of the pendulum 106 in the illumination device 100, mov-
ing the light source 118, the colour element 122, and the
head 104, provides movement to the transmitted light
that imitates (and, in some cases even increases or im-
proves) flickering of a flame (e.g., provides a swing flame
operation, etc.), with the pendulum 106 acting as a wick.
As such, the illumination device 100 can provide a safe
candle structure with a realistic flame effect that is more
realistic than other currently available electronic prod-
ucts. Further, as previously stated, the head 104 of the
illumination device 100 allows light transmitted from the
light source 118 to be observed from different directions
around the illumination device 100 (e.g., from all sides
of the head 104, etc.), like a real candle flame (and in
contrast to devices that include two dimensional fins re-
flecting light from only two side of the device). These
features also apply to other embodiments of the present
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disclosure.
[0032] It should also be appreciated that additional light
sources may be included in other portions of the illumi-
nation device 100 (e.g., at locations with the housing 107,
within the shell 105, etc.), and coupled to the PCB 110
and/or PCBA 111, as desired.
[0033] FIGS. 9-11 illustrate an exemplary embodiment
of a functional module 202 including one or more aspects
of the present disclosure and suitable for use in an illu-
mination device (e.g., illumination device 100, 300, 400,
500; other illumination devices of the present disclosure;
other illumination devices; etc.). In this embodiment, the
functional module 202 is again illustrated as an electric
candle. However, it should be appreciated that the func-
tional module 202 may be provided in other configura-
tions, other than electric candles, in other embodiments.
[0034] The functional module 202 of this embodiment
is similar to the functional module 102 of the illumination
device 100 previously described and illustrated in FIGS.
1-8. For example, the functional module 202 generally
includes a head 204 having a generally flame shape, a
light source 218, a colour element 222, a housing 207,
a pendulum 206, a support member 208 coupled to the
pendulum 206, a driving device 212, and a PCB. Again,
these components are similar to those of the functional
module 102, and can achieve similar technical results,
such that a further description will not be provided.
[0035] In this embodiment, the housing 207 defines a
generally symmetrical two-columnar shell. And, the sup-
port member 208 is coupled to the housing 207 by mounts
216 that pinch, hold, frictionally fit, etc. the support be-
tween the mounts 216 and columns 237 of the housing
207. Further, the illustrated support member 108 gener-
ally includes a soft (non-metallic) wire having a diameter
of about one millimetre (although the wire could have a
diameter of less than one millimetre within the scope of
the present disclosure). The wire extends tightly (e.g.,
under tension, etc.) across an interior region 214 of the
housing 207 (e.g., generally linearly, without sag, without
bend, etc.), between the columns 237, and is held in this
tight configuration by the mounts 216. This can help sup-
port improved pivoting of the pendulum 206 on the wire
(e.g., by reducing drag, friction, etc.).
[0036] Also in this embodiment, the head 204 includes
a sleeve 249 that extends over the pendulum 206, with
the head 204 then supported by the pendulum 206. In
particular, the head 204 is movably supported on the top
of the pendulum 206. Thus the head 204 moves relative
to the pendulum 206 when the driving device 212 causes
pivoting movement of the pendulum 206.
[0037] FIGS. 12-14 illustrate another exemplary em-
bodiment of an illumination device 300 including one or
more aspects of the present disclosure. In this embodi-
ment, the illumination device 300 is again illustrated as
an electric candle. However, it should be appreciated that
the illumination device 300 may be provided in other con-
figurations, other than electric candles, in other embod-
iments.

[0038] The illumination device 300 of this embodiment
generally includes a functional module 302 and a battery
compartment 303. The functional module 302 and the
battery compartment 303 are configured to couple to a
shell 305. And, similar to illumination device 100, the
functional module 302 of the illumination device 300 gen-
erally includes a head 304 having a generally flame
shape, a light source 318, a pendulum 306 supporting
the light source 318 and head 304 (via fixture 333), a
housing 307, a support member 308, a driving device
312, and a PCBA 310. These components are again also
similar to those of the illumination device 100, and can
achieve similar technical results, such that a further de-
scription will not be provided.
[0039] In the illustrated embodiment, the driving device
312 is again coupled to the pendulum 306 by a mount
335. But here, the driving device 312 is positioned gen-
erally vertically within the mount 335, and the mount 335
is then coupled (e.g., frictionally coupled, coupled via ad-
hesive or other fasteners, etc.) to a lower portion of the
pendulum 306.
[0040] Also in the illustrated embodiment, the pendu-
lum 306 is supported by the support member 308 gen-
erally within the housing 307. And, end portions of the
support member 308 couple to the housing 307 at fixing
grooves 341 (FIG. 14) located along opposing sides of
central opening 344 of the housing 307. In addition, the
support member 308 includes a generally bent shaft, and
the pendulum 306 includes a step 339 configured to re-
ceive the support member 308 (and allow pivoting move-
ment of the pendulum 306 relative to the support member
308). Once assembled, a collar 342 is positioned gener-
ally around the opening 344 of the housing (e.g., to con-
ceal the inner components of the functional module 302,
etc.).
[0041] Further in this embodiment, the driving device
312 and the light source 318 are connected to the PCBA
310 by conducting wires so that the PCBA 310 can control
operation of the driving device 312 and the light source
318. In order to reduce the resistance of and/or interfer-
ence with the pendulum 306, the mount 335, and the
driving device 312, when moving, each of the conducting
wires may be a lacquered wire with a very small diameter.
In addition, another light source (e.g., an LED, etc.) 340
is positioned on the PCBA 310 within the housing 307.
The PCBA 310 also controls operation of the light source
340. And, the light source 340 is configured to illuminate
an upper portion of the device 300 through the housing
307.
[0042] In this embodiment, the battery compartment
303 includes a battery cartridge 325, batteries 301, and
a battery cover 328. The batteries 301 are disposed in-
side the battery cartridge 325. The PCBA 310 is electri-
cally connected to electrodes of the battery cartridge 325
by connecting wires. The PCBA 310 is also electrically
connected to a power switch 330 and a PCB switch 332.
During operation of the illumination device 300, the bat-
teries 301 supply power to the driving device 312 which
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then operates to move the pendulum 306. As an example,
the driving device 312 may include a vibrating motor that
vibrates inside the mount 335. And, the PCBA 310 may
control the vibrating motor to vibrate intermittently. The
external force from the vibration of the motor causes the
pendulum 306, the light source 318, and the head 304
to move (e.g., pivot, etc.) relative to the housing 307 via
the support member 308. Because the upper portion of
the pendulum 306 is pivotally supported and the mount
335 has a very low barycentre, the head 304 (and the
light source 318 therein) has very little resistance when
it swings or moves. And, with the positioning of the motor
within the mount 335 of the pendulum 306, such move-
ment of the pendulum 306 then also moves the motor
along with the pendulum 306.
[0043] FIGS. 15-17 illustrate another exemplary em-
bodiment of an illumination device 400 including one or
more aspects of the present disclosure. In this embodi-
ment, the illumination device 400 is again illustrated as
an electric candle. However, it should be appreciated that
the illumination device 400 may be provided in other con-
figurations, other than electric candles, in other embod-
iments.
[0044] The illumination device 400 of this embodiment
generally includes a functional module 402 and a battery
compartment 403 electrically connected with the func-
tional module 402. The functional module 402 and the
battery compartment 403 are configured to couple to a
shell 405. And, the shell 405, for example, can be
wrapped with a layer of wax, etc. to provide the illumina-
tion device with a realistic candle look.
[0045] In this embodiment, the functional module 402
generally includes a flame-shaped fin 404, as part of pen-
dulum 406 that is pivotally coupled to a housing 407 by
a support member 408. The support member 408 is cou-
pled to the housing 407 via grooves 441, and extends
through an opening in the pendulum 406 (in similar fash-
ion to the support member 308 in the illumination device
300). The pendulum 406 then rests in a groove portion
of the support member 408, which generally holds the
pendulum 406 against sliding along the support member
408. And, a driving device 412 is coupled (in a generally
horizontal orientation) to a lower end portion of the pen-
dulum 406 (via mount 435). The driving device 412 can
then produce pivoting movement of the pendulum 406
(and the fin 404), via the support member 408 and relative
to the housing 407. For example, the driving device 412
may again include a vibrating motor that vibrates inter-
mittently when energized. The external force from the
vibrating motor then causes the pendulum 406 and the
fin 404 to pivotally move about the support member 408,
relative to the housing 407, thereby creating a swinging
flame effect. The housing 407 also includes half-portions
that are coupled together by a sleeve 409 (e.g., to help
with assembly of the device 400, etc.).
[0046] A lighting device 413 is located within the hous-
ing 407 to illuminate the fin 404 (e.g., as the fin 404 pivots,
etc.). In particular, the lighting device 413 operates to

project light onto a surface of the fin 404, which is then
reflected from and/or transmitted through the fin 404 to
generate a flame effect. The lighting device 413 generally
includes an optical lens 415, a light source base 417, and
a light source 418 (e.g., an LED light source, etc.). The
light source 418 and the optical lens 415 are positioned,
generally, at opposite end portions of the light source
base 417. While the illustrated illumination device 400
includes a single lighting device 413, it should be appre-
ciated that other embodiments of illumination devices
may include multiple lighting devices each configured to
project light onto surfaces of fins of the illumination de-
vices.
[0047] The battery compartment 403 of the illumination
device 400 includes a battery cartridge 425, batteries 401
positioned within the cartridge 425, a PCB 410, a power
PCB 414, and a battery cover 428 coupled to the battery
cartridge 425. A cover 455 is then provided generally
over the components when the illumination device is as-
sembled. The PCB 410 is electrically connected to the
power PCB 414 by connecting wires. The PCB 410 is
also electrically connected to the driving device 412 and
the light source 418 by connecting wires. An upper por-
tion of the battery cartridge 425 is provided with a positive
elastic electrode 419 and a negative elastic electrode
420. The power PCB 414 is electrically connected to the
batteries 401 by the positive and negative elastic elec-
trodes 419 and 420. The PCB 410 also includes a PCB
switch 432 (e.g., for activating and/or deactivating the
illumination device 400, for other uses/operations, etc.)
with a switch cover 422. And, the battery cover 428 in-
cludes a connecting plate 430 for connecting the batter-
ies 401 in series.
[0048] FIGS. 18-22 illustrate another exemplary em-
bodiment of an illumination device 500 including one or
more aspects of the present disclosure. In this embodi-
ment, the illumination device 500 is illustrated as an elec-
tric candle again. However, it should be appreciated that
the illumination device 500 may be provided in other con-
figurations, other than electric candles, in other embod-
iments.
[0049] The illumination device 500 of this embodiment
generally includes a functional module 502 and a battery
compartment 503. The functional module 502 and the
battery compartment 503 are configured to couple to a
shell 505. In addition, the functional module 502 generally
includes a pendulum 506 pivotally coupled to a housing
507 by a support member 508 that extends through an
opening of the pendulum 506. The pendulum 506 is sup-
ported by the support member 508 generally within the
housing 507. And, end portions of the support member
508 couple to the housing 507 at fixing grooves 541 (FIG.
22) located along opposing sides of a central opening
544 of the housing 507. The support member 508 in-
cludes a generally bent shaft, and the pendulum 506 in-
cludes a step 539 (FIG. 22) configured to receive the
support member 508, and a bracket 546 (e.g., formed as
part of the pendulum 506, etc.). The pendulum 506 then
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rests in a low portion of the support member 508 (which
allows pivoting movement of the pendulum 506 relative
to the support member 508 but inhibits sliding movement
of the pendulum 506 along the support member). And, a
light source 518 and a flame-shaped head 504 are cou-
pled to an upper portion of the pendulum 506. A collar
542 is then positioned generally around the opening 544
of the housing 507 (e.g., to conceal the inner components
of the functional module 502, to provide a pleasing look
to the functional module 502, etc.).
[0050] Also in this embodiment, a driving device 512
of the illumination device 500 generally includes a mag-
net 550 coupled to a lower portion 554 of the bracket
546, and an electromagnetic coil 552 disposed on a
PCBA 510. With this construction, the bracket 546 is piv-
otally coupled to the housing via the pendulum 506. And
in operation, when the PCBA 510 controls the power and
current of the electromagnetic coil 552, a repulsive or
attractive force is selectively produced between the mag-
net 550 and the electromagnetic coil 552. These pro-
duced forces cause the pendulum 506 to move, in turn
moving the light source 518 and the head 504 relative to
the housing 507. Because the PCBA 510 controls the
repulsive and attractive forces of the driving device 512
(e.g., by controlling the current of the electromagnetic
coil 552, etc.), it thereby controls the moving frequen-
cy/time of the pendulum 506, the light source 518, and
the head 504.
[0051] Further in this embodiment, the light source 518
is connected to the PCBA 510 by conducting wires. In
order to reduce the resistance of and/or interference with
the pendulum 506 and the bracket 546, when moving,
each of the conducting wires may be a lacquered wire
with a very small diameter. In addition, another light
source (e.g., an LED, etc.) 540 is positioned on the PCBA
510 within the housing 507. The PCBA 510 also controls
operation of the light source 540. And, the light source
540 is configured to illuminate an upper portion of the
device 500 through the housing 507.
[0052] And, again in this embodiment, the battery com-
partment 503 of the illumination device 500 includes a
battery cartridge 525, batteries 501 positioned within the
cartridge 525, and a battery cover 528 coupled to the
battery cartridge 525. The PCBA 510 is electrically con-
nected to the electrode of the battery cartridge 525 by
connecting wires. The PCBA 510 is also electrically con-
nected to a power switch 530 and a PCB switch 532 by
a flat cable 536. During operation, the batteries 501 sup-
ply power to the PCBA 510, the electromagnetic coil 552,
the light source 518, and the light source 540.
[0053] Exemplary embodiments are provided so that
this disclosure will be thorough, and will fully convey the
scope to those who are skilled in the art. Numerous spe-
cific details are set forth such as examples of specific
components, devices, and methods, to provide a thor-
ough understanding of embodiments of the present dis-
closure. It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
specific details need not be employed, that example em-

bodiments may be embodied in many different forms and
that neither should be construed to limit the scope of the
disclosure. In some example embodiments, well-known
processes, well-known device structures, and well-
known technologies are not described in detail. In addi-
tion, advantages and improvements that may be
achieved with one or more exemplary embodiments of
the present disclosure are provided for purpose of illus-
tration only and do not limit the scope of the present dis-
closure, as exemplary embodiments disclosed herein
may provide all or none of the above mentioned advan-
tages and improvements and still fall within the scope of
the present disclosure.
[0054] Specific dimensions, specific materials, and/or
specific shapes disclosed herein are example in nature
and do not limit the scope of the present disclosure. The
disclosure herein of particular values and particular rang-
es of values for given parameters are not exclusive of
other values and ranges of values that may be useful in
one or more of the examples disclosed herein. Moreover,
it is envisioned that any two particular values for a specific
parameter stated herein may define the endpoints of a
range of values that may be suitable for the given param-
eter (i.e., the disclosure of a first value and a second
value for a given parameter can be interpreted as dis-
closing that any value between the first and second val-
ues could also be employed for the given parameter).
For example, if Parameter X is exemplified herein to have
value A and also exemplified to have value Z, it is envi-
sioned that parameter X may have a range of values from
about A to about Z. Similarly, it is envisioned that disclo-
sure of two or more ranges of values for a parameter
(whether such ranges are nested, overlapping or distinct)
subsume all possible combination of ranges for the value
that might be claimed using endpoints of the disclosed
ranges. For example, if parameter X is exemplified herein
to have values in the range of 1 - 10, or 2 - 9, or 3 - 8, it
is also envisioned that Parameter X may have other rang-
es of values including 1 - 9, 1 - 8, 1 - 3, 1 - 2, 2 -10, 2 -
8, 2 - 3, 3 - 10, and 3 - 9.
[0055] The terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular exemplary embodiments only
and is not intended to be limiting. As used herein, the
singular forms "a," "an," and "the" may be intended to
include the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise. The terms "comprises," "compris-
ing," "including," and "having," are inclusive and therefore
specify the presence of stated features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps, operations, elements, compo-
nents, and/or groups thereof. The method steps, proc-
esses, and operations described herein are not to be
construed as necessarily requiring their performance in
the particular order discussed or illustrated, unless spe-
cifically identified as an order of performance. It is also
to be understood that additional or alternative steps may
be employed.
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[0056] When an element or layer is referred to as being
"on," "engaged to," "connected to," or "coupled to" an-
other element or layer, it may be directly on, engaged,
connected or coupled to the other element or layer, or
intervening elements or layers may be present. In con-
trast, when an element is referred to as being "directly
on," "directly engaged to," "directly connected to," or "di-
rectly coupled to" another element or layer, there may
be no intervening elements or layers present. Other
words used to describe the relationship between ele-
ments should be interpreted in a like fashion (e.g., "be-
tween" versus "directly between," "adjacent" versus "di-
rectly adjacent," etc.). As used herein, the term "and/or"
includes any and all combinations of one or more of the
associated listed items.
[0057] The term "about" when applied to values indi-
cates that the calculation or the measurement allows
some slight imprecision in the value (with some approach
to exactness in the value; approximately or reasonably
close to the value; nearly). If, for some reason, the im-
precision provided by "about" is not otherwise under-
stood in the art with this ordinary meaning, then "about"
as used herein indicates at least variations that may arise
from ordinary methods of measuring or using such pa-
rameters. For example, the terms "generally," "about,"
and "substantially," may be used herein to mean within
manufacturing tolerances. Or for example, the term
"about" as used herein when modifying a quantity of an
ingredient or reactant of the invention or employed refers
to variation in the numerical quantity that can happen
through typical measuring and handling procedures
used, for example, when making concentrates or solu-
tions in the real world through inadvertent error in these
procedures; through differences in the manufacture,
source, or purity of the ingredients employed to make the
compositions or carry out the methods; and the like. The
term "about" also encompasses amounts that differ due
to different equilibrium conditions for a composition re-
sulting from a particular initial mixture. Whether or not
modified by the term "about," the claims include equiva-
lents to the quantities.
[0058] Although the terms first, second, third, etc. may
be used herein to describe various elements, compo-
nents, regions, layers and/or sections, these elements,
components, regions, layers and/or sections should not
be limited by these terms. These terms may be only used
to distinguish one element, component, region, layer or
section from another element, component, region, layer
or section. Terms such as "first," "second," and other nu-
merical terms when used herein do not imply a sequence
or order unless clearly indicated by the context. Thus, a
first element, component, region, layer or section dis-
cussed below could be termed a second element, com-
ponent, region, layer or section without departing from
the teachings of the example embodiments.
[0059] Spatially relative terms, such as "inner," "outer,"
"beneath," "below," "lower," "above," "upper," and the
like, may be used herein for ease of description to de-

scribe one element or feature’s relationship to another
element(s) or feature(s) as illustrated in the figures. Spa-
tially relative terms may be intended to encompass dif-
ferent orientations of the device in use or operation in
addition to the orientation depicted in the figures. For
example, if the device in the figures is turned over, ele-
ments described as "below" or "beneath" other elements
or features would then be oriented "above" the other el-
ements or features. Thus, the example term "below" can
encompass both an orientation of above and below. The
device may be otherwise oriented (rotated 90 degrees
or at other orientations) and the spatially relative descrip-
tors used herein interpreted accordingly.
[0060] With that said, the foregoing description of the
embodiments has been provided for purposes of illustra-
tion and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive
or to limit the disclosure. Individual elements or features
of a particular embodiment are generally not limited to
that particular embodiment, but, where applicable, are
interchangeable and can be used in a selected embod-
iment, even if not specifically shown or described. The
same may also be varied in many ways. Such variations
are not to be regarded as a departure from the disclosure,
and all such modifications are intended to be included
within the scope of the disclosure.

CLAUSES

[0061] Alternative statements of invention are recited
below as numbered clauses.

1. An illumination device, comprising:

a housing defining an interior region;

a light source;

a pendulum supporting the light source, at least
a portion of the pendulum disposed within the
interior region of the housing;

a support member including a wire extending
through the interior region of the housing, the
support member coupled to the housing and the
pendulum and configured to allow pivotal move-
ment of the pendulum and the light source rel-
ative to the housing; and

a driving device coupled to the pendulum and
configured to produce the pivotal movement of
the pendulum.

2. The device of clause 1, wherein the pendulum
defines a channel, the wire extending through the
channel of the pendulum to thereby couple the wire
to the pendulum.

3. The device of clause 2, further comprising an insert
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coupled to the wire, the insert configured to friction-
ally fit within the channel of the pendulum to thereby
couple the wire to the pendulum.

4. The device of clause 1, wherein the wire comprises
non-metallic and non-rigid material.

5. The device of clause 1, wherein the wire includes
a diameter of about one millimeter or less.

6. The device of clause 1, further comprising a flame-
shaped head coupled to the pendulum, the light
source disposed within the flame-shaped head and
configured to transmit light through the flame-
shaped head to thereby provide a flame effect to the
illumination device.

7. The device of clause 6, further comprising a colour
element disposed within the flame-shaped head and
positioned over at least part of the light source for
creating a colour effect in the flame-shaped head
when the light source transmits light through the col-
our element and the flame-shaped head.

8. The device of clause 1, wherein the light source
is coupled to the pendulum toward a first end portion
of the pendulum, the pendulum including a mount
located toward a second end portion of the pendulum
opposite the first end portion, the driving device dis-
posed within the mount of the pendulum such that
the pivotal movement of the pendulum also moves
the driving device.

9. The device of clause 1, wherein the driving device
comprises a motor.

10. The device of clause 1, further comprising:

a printed circuit board disposed within the hous-
ing and electrically coupled to the light source
and/or the driving device for controlling opera-
tion of the light source and/or the driving device;

a printed circuit board assembly for providing
power to the device and for controlling operation
of the device, through the printed circuit board;
and

at least two wires electrically connecting the
printed circuit board to the printed circuit board
assembly, each of the at least two wires having
a diameter of about 0.5 millimeters or less, to
help inhibit impact of the at least two wires on
the pivotal movement of the pendulum.

11. An electric candle, comprising:

a housing;

a light source; and

a colour element positioned over at least part of
the light source for creating a colour effect [JC1]
when the light source transmits light through the
colour element.

12. The electric candle of clause 11, wherein the
colour element includes a generally translucent and
tube-shaped sleeve.

13. The electric candle of clause 11, wherein the
colour element is generally blue.

14. The electric candle of clause 11, further compris-
ing a pendulum supporting the light source and the
colour element, the pendulum pivotally coupled to
the housing and configured to move the light source
and the colour element relative to the housing.

15. The electric candle of clause 14, further compris-
ing a support member coupled to the housing and
the pendulum for pivotally coupling the pendulum to
the housing, the pendulum configured to pivot rela-
tive to the housing, via the support member, to there-
by move the light source and the colour member rel-
ative to the housing.

16. The electric candle of clause 15, wherein the
housing defines an interior region, and wherein the
support member includes a wire extending through
the interior region of the housing, the wire including
a diameter of about one millimeter or less.

17. The electric candle of clause 11, further compris-
ing a flame-shaped head, the light source and the
colour element disposed within the flame-shaped
head, and the light source configured to transmit light
through the colour element and the flame-shaped
head to thereby provide a flame effect [JC2]having
the colour effect.

18. The electric candle of clause 11, further compris-
ing a driving device disposed within the housing and
configured to produce pivotal movement of the
flame-shaped head, the colour element, and the light
source relative to the housing.

19. An electric candle, comprising:

a housing;

a flame-shaped head;

a light source disposed within the flame-shaped
head;

a pendulum supporting the light source and the
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flame-shaped head, the pendulum pivotally cou-
pled to the housing and configured to move the
flame-shaped head and the light source relative
to the housing; and

a driving device configured to produce pivotal
movement of the pendulum to thereby move the
flame-shaped head and the light source relative
to the housing.

20. The electric candle of clause 19, further compris-
ing a printed circuit board disposed within the hous-
ing and electrically coupled to the light source and/or
the driving device for controlling operation of the light
source and/or the driving device.

21. The electric candle of clause 20, wherein the
printed circuit board is coupled to the pendulum and
is configured to move with the pendulum.

22. The electric candle of clause 20, further compris-
ing a printed circuit board assembly for providing
power to the electric candle and for controlling op-
eration of the electric candle, through the printed cir-
cuit board; and at least two wires electrically con-
necting the printed circuit board to the printed circuit
board assembly, each of the at least two wires in-
cluding a diameter of about 0.5 millimetres or less,
to avoid impact to the pivotal movement of the pen-
dulum.

23. The electric candle of clause 19, further compris-
ing a printed circuit board assembly including at least
one processing unit configured to change at least
one operating parameter of the electric candle, the
at least one operating parameter selected from the
group consisting of an operating parameter of the
driving device and an operating parameter of the light
source.

24. The electric candle of clause 19, further compris-
ing a support member coupled to the housing and
the pendulum, the pendulum configured to pivot rel-
ative to the housing, via the support member, to
thereby move the light source and the flame-shaped
head relative to the housing, the support member
including a wire having a diameter of about one mil-
limeter or less.

25. The electric candle of clause 19, further compris-
ing a colour element positioned over at least part of
the light source and disposed within the flame-
shaped head, for creating a colour effect in the flame-
shaped head when the light source transmits light
through the colour element and the flame-shaped
head.

26. The electric candle of clause 19, wherein the light

source is coupled to the pendulum toward a first end
portion of the pendulum, the pendulum including a
mount located toward a second end portion of the
pendulum opposite the first end portion, the driving
device including a motor disposed within the mount
of the pendulum such that the pivotal movement of
the pendulum also moves the motor.

27. The electric candle of clause 19, wherein the
driving device includes a magnet.

28. The electric candle of clause 19, further compris-
ing a light source controlling unit for controlling op-
eration of the light source; and at least one wire elec-
trically connecting the light source to the light source
controlling unit, the at least one wire including a di-
ameter of about 0.5 millimetres or less, to avoid im-
pact to the pivotal movement of the pendulum.

29. A kind of swing flame LED candle, it consist of
functional module, wax shell and battery compart-
ment is characterized in that the described functional
module includes flame, light source, fixed canister,
the driver device inside of the fixed canister, and the
main control PCB located at inside of the fixed can-
ister. The described driver device consist of bracket,
magnet, and electromagnetic coil. The described
magnet located at inside of the bottom of the bracket.
The described electromagnetic coil install on the
main control PCB. The described bracket hang on
the fixed canister by a axle. The described light
source install in inside of the flame. The light source
connect the main control PCB by a very thin wire.
The described flame install at the top of the bracket.
Through the interaction of electromagnetic coil and
magnet, make the bracket and flame swing together.

30. The swing flame LED candle includes functional
module, wax shell, battery pack and battery pack set
inside the wax shell. Features: The function module
includes flame, light source, fixed canister, driving
device that set inside the fixed canister and main
control PCB that fixed at the bottom of the fixed can-
ister. The driving device is made up of bracket, vi-
brating motor that connected at the bottom of the
bracket to fix the bracket and the vibrating motor set
inside the bracket that fixed by vibrating motor. The
bracket is hung on the fixed canister by a cambered
axle; The light source is set inside the flame, it con-
nected to the main control PCB by conducting thin-
wire, and the flame is installed at the bracket covering
the flame mentioned above.

31. A kind of swing fin electronic candle, include
shell. The described shell was covered a layer of
wax, described inside of the shell contain functional
module and power (batteries) module, and the de-
scribed functional modules electrical connected the
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described power (battery) module; characterized in,
the described functional modules contains: swing
device, light-emitting device, fixed device, the de-
scribed swing device and light-emitting device in-
stalled on the fixed device, among, the described
swing device contains fin, vibrating motor, cambered
axle, the described light-emitting device contains:
optical lens, LED light and light base, the described
fixed device contains: tail plug, left shell, right shell,
the described fin hang on the cambered axle, there
is a through-hole on the described fin, the described
vibrating motor assembly on fin horizontal; the de-
scribed LED light and optical lens installed on the
both side of the described LED light base separately;
the described left shell connect the shell by tail plug.

32. A rocking flame candle flame head means com-
prises a fixed housing, the swing bracket member
drive means, the flame head housing, a light source
and a wire, characterized in that: said swing member
is swingably supported on the bracket fixed to the
housing, the flame head housing member is fixed to
the upper portion of the swing frame, at least one
light source disposed within the housing in the lower
flame head, swing drive means disposed within the
bracket member, the driving force of the driving
means, the swing member is movable relative to the
fixed housing bracket swing or shaking, at least two
of the positive and negative wire of the light source
is electrically connected to an external light source
control means, each comprising at least one strand-
ed wire composed of a fine wire, and each fine wire
diameter of less than 0.5 mm.

33. A head swing flame candle flame swing head
device comprises a fixed housing, the flame head
housing, a light source, the swing bracket member,
wiring PCB, thin wire, characterized in that: said first
light source disposed within the housing of flame,
and Fire head housing member is fixed to the upper
bracket swing, swinging the movable bracket mem-
ber supported on the fixed housing, the wire is fixed
to the swing member PCB bracket, and is located at
a position below the flame head housing, positive
and negative electrodes of the light source wiring
electrically connected to the PCB, the two thin wire
electrically connected to one end of the wiring PCB,
and the other end electrically connected to the light
source control unit to the outside.

34. A simulated candle flame simulation head appa-
ratus which comprises a flame head housing, LED
lamp beads, small pieces of color, characterized in
that: the LED lamp into the head housing from below
the flame inside the flame head housing, at least
Small pieces of one color LED lamp beads placed
between the head and shell fire.

35. A head unit swing flame candle flame crown roll,
comprising a fixed housing, the swing bracket mem-
ber, the rocker member and a drive unit suspension
ropes, characterized in that: said rocker member has
at least two suspension ropes, the suspension mem-
ber and the swing one end of the rope is fixed to the
swing bracket member, and the other end fixed to
the fixed housing, the swing member is suspended
from the fixed housing bracket, the bracket of said
rocker member in the active drive unit to the station-
ary housing lower phase relative movement.

36. A head unit swing flame candle flame crown roll,
comprising a fixed housing, the housing head flame
swing bracket member driving means, characterized
in that: the rocking member is supported on a mov-
able bracket on the fixed housing, the first flame
housing swingably supported on the rocker member
and at its upper bracket, the bracket member in the
swing action of the drive means for fixing the housing
lower phase movement, while the first housing rela-
tive to the flame holder member rocking motion.

Claims

1. An illumination device, comprising:

a housing defining an interior region;
a light source;
a pendulum supporting the light source, at least
a portion of the pendulum being disposed within
the interior region of the housing;
a support member coupled to the housing and
the pendulum and configured to allow pivotal
movement of the pendulum and the light source
relative to the housing;
characterised by an
electrically powered driving means mounted on
the pendulum and configured to produce the piv-
otal movement of the pendulum.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the driving means
includes a weight arranged to be driven so as to
cause pivotal movement of the pendulum.

3. The device of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the driving
device comprises a motor.

4. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the light
source and the driving means are disposed at or near
respective opposite ends of the pendulum.

5. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the sup-
port member comprises flexible material.

6. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the sup-
port member is thin, having for example a diameter
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of about one millimetre or less.

7. The device of claim 5 or claim 6, wherein the pen-
dulum includes a channel through which the support
member extends so as to support the pendulum.

8. The device of claim 7, including an insert coupled to
the support member and arranged to fit within the
channel of the pendulum so as to couple the support
member thereto.

9. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the light
source is disposed within a flame-shaped head and
is configured to transmit light through the flame-
shaped head to thereby provide a flame effect.

10. The device of claim 9, wherein the flame-shaped
head includes one or more colour elements for cre-
ating a colour effect when the light source transmits
light through the flame-shaped head.

11. The device of any preceding claim, further compris-
ing at least two wires arranged to provide an electri-
cal connection between the housing and the pendu-
lum, the wires being separate from the support mem-
ber and arranged to avoid inhibiting pivotal move-
ment of the pendulum.

12. The illumination device of claim 11, wherein each of
the at least two wires has a diameter of about 0.5
millimetres or less.

13. The illumination device of any one of claims 11 or
12, including a controller for controlling operation of
the light source and/or driving device, the controller
being connected to the wires.

14. The illumination device of claim 13, wherein the con-
troller is mounted on the pendulum.

Patentansprüche

1. Beleuchtungsvorrichtung, aufweisend:

ein Gehäuse, das einen Innenbereich definiert;
eine Lichtquelle;
ein Pendel, das die Lichtquelle stützt, wobei zu-
mindest ein Teil des Pendels im Innenbereich
des Gehäuses angeordnet ist;
ein Stützelement, das mit dem Gehäuse und
dem Pendel verbunden und konfiguriert ist, eine
Schwenkbewegung des Pendels und der Licht-
quelle in Bezug auf das Gehäuse zu ermögli-
chen,
gekennzeichnet durch ein
elektrisch betriebenes Antriebsmittel, das am
Pendel befestigt und konfiguriert ist, die

Schwenkbewegung des Pendels zu bewirken.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Antriebs-
mittel ein Gewicht beinhaltet, das dafür angeordnet
ist, angetrieben zu werden, um die Schwenkbewe-
gung des Pendels zu bewirken.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2, wo-
bei die Antriebsvorrichtung einen Motor aufweist,

4. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Lichtquelle und das Antriebsmit-
tel an oder nahe jeweiligen entgegengesetzten En-
den des Pendels angeordnet sind.

5. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei das Stützelement ein flexibles Ma-
terial aufweist.

6. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei das Stützelement dünn ist, beispiels-
weise einen Durchmesser von ungefähr einem Mil-
limeter oder weniger hat.

7. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 5 oder Anspruch 6, wo-
bei das Pendel einen Kanal beinhaltet, durch den
sich das Stützelement erstreckt, um das Pendel zu
stützen.

8. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 7, beinhaltend einen
Einsatz, der mit dem Stützelement verbunden und
angeordnet ist, in den Kanal des Pendels zu passen,
um das Stützelement damit zu verbinden.

9. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Lichtquelle in einem flammenför-
migen Kopf angeordnet ist und konfiguriert ist, Licht
durch den flammenförmigen Kopf zu übertragen, um
dadurch einen Flammeneffekt bereitzustellen.

10. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei der flammen-
förmige Kopf ein oder mehrere Farbelemente bein-
haltet, um einen Farbeffekt zu erzeugen, wenn die
Lichtquelle Licht durch den flammenförmigen Kopf
überträgt.

11. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, des Weiteren aufweisend mindestens zwei
Drähte, die angeordnet sind, eine elektrische Ver-
bindung zwischen dem Gehäuse und dem Pendel
bereitzustellen, wobei die Drähte separat vom Stüt-
zelement und angeordnet sind, ein Behindern der
Schwenkbewegung des Pendels zu vermeiden.

12. Beleuchtungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 11, wobei
jeder der mindestens zwei Drähte einen Durchmes-
ser von ungefähr 0,5 Millimetern oder weniger hat.
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13. Beleuchtungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 11 oder 12, beinhaltend eine Steuerung zum
Steuern des Betriebs der Lichtquelle und/oder der
Antriebsvorrichtung, wobei die Steuerung mit den
Drähten verbunden ist.

14. Beleuchtungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 13, wobei
die Steuerung am Pendel befestigt ist.

Revendications

1. - Dispositif d’illumination comprenant :

un boîtier définissant une région intérieure ;
une source de lumière ;
un pendule supportant la source de lumière, au
moins une partie du pendule étant disposée à
l’intérieur de la région intérieure du boîtier ;
un élément de support couplé au boîtier et au
pendule et configuré pour permettre un mouve-
ment de pivotement du pendule et de la source
de lumière par rapport au boîtier ;
caractérisé par un moyen d’entraînement élec-
trique monté sur le pendule et configuré pour
produire le mouvement de pivotement du pen-
dule.

2. - Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
moyen d’entraînement comprend un poids agencé
pour être entraîné de façon à provoquer le mouve-
ment de pivotement du pendule.

3. - Dispositif selon la revendication 1 ou la revendica-
tion 2, dans lequel le dispositif d’entraînement com-
prend un moteur.

4. - Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel la source de lumière
et le moyen d’entraînement sont disposés au niveau
ou à proximité d’extrémités opposées respectives
du pendule.

5. - Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel l’élément de support
comprend une matière souple.

6. - Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel l’élément de support
est mince, ayant par exemple un diamètre d’environ
un millimètre ou moins.

7. - Dispositif selon la revendication 5 ou la revendica-
tion 6, dans lequel le pendule comprend un canal à
travers lequel l’élément de support s’étend de façon
à supporter le pendule.

8. - Dispositif selon la revendication 7, comprenant un

insert couplé à l’élément de support et agencé pour
s’ajuster à l’intérieur du canal du pendule de façon
à coupler l’élément de support à celui-ci.

9. - Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel la source de lumière
est disposée à l’intérieur d’une tête en forme de flam-
me et est configurée pour transmettre de la lumière
à travers la tête en forme de flamme pour procurer
ainsi un effet flamme.

10. - Dispositif selon la revendication 9, dans lequel la
tête en forme de flamme comprend un ou plusieurs
éléments colorés pour créer un effet coloré lorsque
la source de lumière transmet de la lumière à travers
la tête en forme de flamme.

11. - Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, comprenant en outre au moins
deux fils disposés pour établir une connexion élec-
trique entre le boîtier et le pendule, les fils étant sé-
parés de l’élément de support et agencés pour éviter
d’empêcher le mouvement de pivotement du pen-
dule.

12. - Dispositif d’illumination selon la revendication 11,
dans lequel chacun des au moins deux fils a un dia-
mètre d’environ 0,5 millimètre ou moins.

13. - Dispositif d’illumination selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 11 ou 12, comprenant un contrôleur
pour commander le fonctionnement de la source de
lumière et/ou du dispositif d’entraînement, le contrô-
leur étant relié aux fils.

14. - Dispositif d’illumination selon la revendication 13,
dans lequel le contrôleur est monté sur le pendule.
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