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(54) High voltage crash prevention device for machine tools

(57) Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools
(2), preventing the collision of a moving part (3, 4, 10,
19) of the machine tool (2), preferably the a tool (3) or
the machining head (19), with other machine tool parts
(6, 7) or with a workpiece (5) allocated in the working
area (8) of the machine tool (2) during a movement of
the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19). According to the invention,
a high voltage is applied between the electrical isolated
moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) and other machine tool parts
(6, 7) or with the workpiece (5) allocated in the working
area (8). The inventive crash prevention device (1) in-

cludes an discharge detection means (15) which can de-
tect electrical discharges (16) occurring between the
monitored moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) and the workpiece
(5) or other electrical conductive machine elements (6,
7) and signalize to the machine controller (17) of the ma-
chine tool (2) to stop or adapt the further movement of
the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19). An imminent crash of the
moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) with another part allocated in
the working area (8) of the machine tool (2) is therewith
prevented.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a crash preven-
tion device for machine tools preventing the collision of
a moving part of the machine tool with other machine
parts according to claim 1.
[0002] Crash prevention devices for machine tools are
known in the field of workpiece machining with machine
tools like milling, turning or electrical discharge machin-
ing (EDM). The tools used in machine tools - typically
milling, drilling or swivel heads - are normally inter-
changeable and depend on the machining process to be
performed. Quite often the machining of one workpiece
requests the use of several different tools. The tool
change can be conducted manually by an operator, sem-
iautomatically or fully automated (e.g. in computerized
machining centers). Such tool changes request in the
outmost cases a non-machining movement of the em-
ployed tool respectively of the machining head to which
the tool to be changed is attached, away from workpiece
or towards the workpiece for continuing the machining
process. During these and other non-machining move-
ments of the employed tool (e.g. a new part setup proc-
ess) as during normal machining movements, an inher-
ent risk of collision respectively crash of the machining
head or of the thereon clamped tool with the workpiece
or with other machine parts always exists. Such a colli-
sion is highly undesired because it can damage a work-
piece, the tool or, worse, the machine tool. Since in such
situations the tools are always clamped in the chuck of
the machining head, a collision can imply severe dam-
ages on the support or mounting of the machine head or
on other machine elements (e.g. motor spindle, tool or
workpiece chuck, machine table etc.), causing therewith
a very expensive breakdown of the entire machine tool
for a longer time and expensive reparation costs. Partic-
ularly unpleasant are smaller crashes which occur unde-
tected causing the imprecise (mass) production of work-
pieces respectively subsequent massive discards.
[0003] Avoiding these types of collisions and crashes
has therefore always been an important part of operating
a machine tool. In machine tools operated manually, in
numerically controlled machine tools or in computerized
machining cells, the clamped workpiece and its exact
position is first measured. This is done to ensure that for
starting the subsequent machining process, the tool is
not crashing in the workpiece, but first precisely posi-
tioned by a non-machining movement of the tool respec-
tively machining head just next to the workpiece. It is
obvious that a visual observation of the non-machining
movement of the tool by the operator helps to prevent
undesired crashes (although human failure can never be
excluded completely). In semi and particularly in fully au-
tomated machine tools a constant visual observation is
of course neither desired nor possible considering the
travel speed of modern machining heads. A necessity
for reliable crash prevention systems is consequently giv-
en today in this technical field.

[0004] In the past years efforts were made in this di-
rection. The document US 6481939 B1 discloses for in-
stance a tool tip conductivity sensor. The device detects
when a tool tip of a machine contacts a workpiece. The
apparatus is intended for an accurate determination of
the first contact of the tool with the workpiece to ensure
the correct subsequent machining of the workpiece, re-
spectively the further machining operation (in the given
example for the subsequent drilling of a workpiece with
the tool).
Another publication, the WO 2006/128892 A1, illustrates
a device and method for detecting tool breakages - here
drilling heads - during a machining operation by using
electrical conductivity. The disclosed system measures
an electrical variable, which is compared from time to
time with threshold values in order to detect deviations
deriving from possible tool malfunctions and breakages.
The machine can be stopped automatically once such a
deviating signal is detected.
The document EP 2 165 803 B1 discloses a similar but
more sophisticated control system for controlling the
state of a tool during machining operations. The device
can monitor high-speed micromachining operations, of-
fering the possibility to control micro tools used in such
applications. The system uses alternating current as a
signal for its measuring purpose. The signal is produced
by a generator and measured by a voltage measuring
device. The (high) frequency of the alternating current -
in the range of 1 to 60 MHz - is chosen in dependence
of the monitored electrical circuit (mainly consisting of
machine head, tool and machine table). The contact or
non-contact of the used micro tool with the workpiece
causes a difference in the impedance of that electrical
circuit, which is measured by the voltage measuring de-
vice. Alternations of that circuit, such as tool-breakages,
cause variations of the voltage in the impedance. There-
with it is possible to control the micro tool and monitor its
operational condition, such as the normal machining op-
eration, the breaking of the used work tool or even oc-
curred machine collisions. In fact, the system offers the
possibility to foresee the stop of the movement of the
machine once a collision is detected.
[0005] The disadvantage of the control system accord-
ing to EP 2 165 803 B1 - as of all other foregoing cited
technical solutions - is that a collision is just detected
once it has already occurred. While in micro machining
operations - with minimal feed rates respectively tool
movements - a system according to the EP 2 165 803
B1 might still be sufficient to prevent severe damages,
such a system is not adequate for ordinary or high speed
milling machines with feed rates and tool movements in
complete other magnitudes.
[0006] Further, it is known on the market to utilize crash
avoidance systems.. These systems function on a model-
basis, assuming the position of workpiece or other po-
tential colliding elements according to data feed to the
system. Does the tool/machine head for example ap-
proach the assumed position of the workpiece, the sys-
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tem slows down the movements to avoid an eventual
collision with the workpiece. The limit of such an ap-
proach is that only a sub set of the colliding elements can
be taken into account by the model or the model is inac-
curate (i.e. missing or approximated elements). The com-
pany Heidenhain sells for instance such a system, known
on the market as "DCM".
[0007] Further, mechanical crash mitigation systems
are also known and disclosed for instance in the docu-
ments EP 1 398 110 A1 and DE 10 2007 032 498 A1.
Such systems prevent bigger and severe damages, but
cannot contribute to avoid all damages by example at all
possible speeds or with all possible tool geometries and
therefore require the machine tool to be used at a reduced
speed.
In ordinary and particularly in high speed milling ma-
chines a collision should not only be mitigated, but immi-
nent collisions should preferably be detected before they
actually occur to permit therewith the stoppage of the
movement of a tool/machining head right in time, avoid-
ing that a tool crashes in the workpiece or in other ma-
chine elements at all. Only in that way it is possible to
avoid any damage.
[0008] An approach in this direction is given by the sys-
tem disclosed in the document EP 2 402 11 B1 of the
company Ott-Jakob Spanntechnik GmbH. This docu-
ment discloses a plurality of distance sensor which are
allocated at the end of the motor spindle circumferentially
around the axis of the spindle respectively around the
mounted tool. These sensors have an overlapping de-
tection field and work with radar or ultrasound sensing
means. Such a system is able to prevent a crash, how-
ever the requested equipment for the detection system
is rather sophisticated and complex. Further it requests
quite expensive sensor means and today these systems
are still not accurate enough for industrial application.
[0009] The object of the present invention is conse-
quently to propose a device which prevents the collision
of a tool with the workpiece or other machine parts and
is less sophisticated, comparably simple to be realized
and more robust.
[0010] The object of this invention is achieved by a
crash prevention device designed in accordance with the
features of claim 1.
[0011] Thanks to the inventive crash prevention de-
vice, it is possible to detect an electric discharge once a
moving part of the machine tool, e.g. the tool or a part of
the moving machining head, is in the proximity of the
workpiece or of another machine tool part which is elec-
trical conductive are electrically connected via a connec-
tor to the inventive detection system. An electric dis-
charge occurs via an electric arc and signalizes therewith
that a moving part of the machine tool is at a certain
distance from another machine tool part connected to
the crash prevention device and its detection system. In
that way an imminent crash can be detected before it
actually occurs, leaving enough time to send a signal to
a machine controller which stops the advancement of the

tool respectively machine head before the collision actu-
ally happens. Having expensive sensors allocated at sev-
eral locations of a machine spindle or machining head
for ensuring a broad detection field is avoided same as
having a sophisticated sensor system.
[0012] The invention and its technical effects will now
be explained with reference to the schematic figures.
[0013] Figure 1 illustrates a machine tool 2 which is
connected with a crash prevention device 1 according to
the invention. In this example, the only moving part which
is monitored is the tool 3. The tool 3 intended to machine
the workpiece 5 is clamped by the chuck 4 attached to
the machine spindle 10 of a machining head 19. The tool
3 is electrically isolated by isolation means 9 in respect
of the cuck respectively tool holder 4 and in respect of
the rest of the machine tool 2 (e.g. machining head 19).
To the clamped and electrically isolated tool 3 an elec-
trical voltage is applied via a positive connector 13 (e.g.
an electrical cable).
The positive connector 13 is hereby equipped with a con-
tact-free connecting part 21. That contact-free connect-
ing part 21 is designed to allow the formation of an elec-
trical arc once an electrical discharge 16 should occur
between the monitored tool 3 and the workpiece 5 or
between the monitored tool 3 and another machine tool
part (e.g. clamping system 6 or machine table 7) allocated
in the working area 8 of the machine tool 2 during a move-
ment of the tool 3. Instead of using a contact-free con-
necting part, it would also be possible to use a conven-
tional electrical contact brush or similar. However the use
of such a contact brush is disadvantageously, since such
parts might be quickly affected by abrasive wear.
The positive connector 13 connects the tool 3 with the
inventive crash prevention device 1. The crash preven-
tion device 1 is also connected via a negative connector
14 with the workpiece 5, the clamping system 6 of the
workpiece 5, the machine table 7 and eventually further
surrounding machine tool parts located in the working
area 8 of the machine tool 2, which could potentially col-
lide with the moveable tool 3 or another moving part (e.g.
chuck 4, machine spindle 10 or other parts of the ma-
chining head 19). Being made of metal, the workpiece 5,
the clamping system 6 and the machine table 7 are usu-
ally anyway electrically connected with each other. Usu-
ally, these elements are also electrically grounded. The
positive connector 13 and the negative connector 14 are
connected separately to the inventive crash prevention
device 1.
The inventive device 1 displayed in figure 1 contains fur-
ther a detection system 11, which includes a high voltage
generator 12 generating high voltages (DC, AC or pul-
sating voltage) of definable value and which are applied
to the positive connector 13. The high voltage generator
12 is also connected via the negative connector 14 to the
workpiece and further surrounding machine tool parts
(see explanations given above). The detection system
11 includes also an discharge detection means 15 (e.g.
a current flow is detected), which is able to detect an
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occurring electrical discharge 16 between the tool 3 and
another element in the working area 8 of the machine
tool 2 (for example the workpiece 5, the clamping system
6 or the machine table 7). The discharge detection means
15 respectively the detection system 11 is able to process
and eventually even evaluate the detected and measured
electrical discharge 16. A processing unit can be fore-
seen for this purpose in the electrical discharge detection
means 15 respectively in the detection system 11. The
detected electrical discharge 16 is transmitted as a signal
from the detection system 11 to an input 18 of the ma-
chine controller 17. Upon received signal, the machine
controller 17 will stop or adapt the movement of the tool
3 respectively of the machining head 19 (typically reduce
speed, change movement path etc.) to avoid an imminent
crash of the tool 3 with another machine tool part. There
are several possibilities for the discharge detection
means 15 to detect the occurrence of an electrical dis-
charge 16. One or a combination of the following detec-
tion methods are think- and applicable:

- Electrical measurement of a current flow and/or volt-
age change between the connectors 13 and 14 due
to the occurring electrical discharge 16;

- visual detection of an occurring electrical discharge
16 in the working area 8, preferably by the use of a
camera;

- measurement of changes in the existing respectively
formed electrical fields.

[0014] Figure 2 shows another example of the inven-
tion in which the crash prevention device 1 is not only
monitoring the tool 3 as moving part, but the motion of
the entire machining head 19. In this configuration, the
connector 13 applies a high voltage to the machine spin-
dle 10 and - over its contact-free connecting part 21 -
also to the rotating rotor spindle 22 and therewith - since
these elements are electrically connected - to the chuck
4 and to the tool 3. Therewith the entire moveable ma-
chining head 19 and further parts attached to it (like the
tool 3) will be monitored to prevent collisions with other
machine tool parts allocated in the working area 8 of the
machine tool 2.
[0015] From the just explained technical principle of
the invention, several different implementations of the
invention are imaginable. The signal sent to the input 18
can in the simplest implementation just be an indicator
to the machine controller 17 to immediately stop the
movement of the tool 3. In a more sophisticated imple-
mentation of the invention, the detection system 11 or its
electrical discharge detection means 15 is able to eval-
uate the occurred electrical discharge (e.g. duration, dis-
charge voltage over time etc.), eventually compare it with
preset parameters or with data stored in a database or
to evaluate it with an installed expert system and to give
more specific indications to the machine controller 17
(e.g. actual distance of the tool to the colliding element).
In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the

inventive crash prevention device is not used to just stop
any further movement of the moving parts, like tool and
machining head, but is instead used to switch the move-
ment of machining head and tool from the ordinary op-
erational speed to a lower "safe-mode" speed (e.g. sen-
sitive feed). In this safe-mode, the forward motion of the
machining head is for instance reduced to the extent that
an eventual crash would be mitigated by a built-in me-
chanical crash mitigation system, while at "ordinary op-
erational speed" that built-in mechanical mitigation sys-
tem would not be sufficient to avoid severe damages. It
is obvious that for such an embodiment the switch form
"ordinary operational speed" to a lower "safe-mode"
speed needs to occur at a reasonable distance between
the monitored moving part (tool, entire machining head)
and a stationary part (workpiece, machine table etc.). In
fact, this specific embodiment of the presented inventive
system could be used during the starting phase of ordi-
nary machining operations to ensure in a first step a fast
movement, respectively feed motion of the machining
head / tool towards the workpiece and in a second step-
once a defined distance is reached and an electrical dis-
charge occurs - the machine controller switches to a low-
er "safe-mode" speed motion for moving the tool towards
the workpiece on a slower speed for subsequently initi-
ating the machining of the workpiece.
In a further improved variant of this preferred embodi-
ment, the just mentioned two steps modes could be ex-
panded by adding a third step: During the slower motion
of the tool in the "safe-modus" - whereby workpiece and
tool are still not in contact with each other - the voltage
applied by the crash prevention device between tool and
workpiece is adapted to a lower value, allowing the in-
ventive device to detect a further second, more narrow
distance between tool and workpiece. Such narrow dis-
tance - also detected by the subsequent occurrence of
a second electric discharge - could be the distance which
initiates the real machining of the workpiece.
[0016] In another advantageous embodiment of the in-
vention, illustrated in figure 3, the crash prevention device
1 can be extended so that it will not just be able to monitor
the non-machining movements of a tool 3 or of other mov-
ing parts attached to the machining head 19, but also be
able to monitor and prevent collisions during the ordinary
machining operation of the tool 3. For this purpose, the
machining head 19 is electrically isolated from the rest
of the machine tool frame (not shown) as from the tool 3
by the isolation means 9 and equipped with a further iso-
lated positive connector 24. In this configuration, the
crash prevention device 1 includes basically two inde-
pendent monitored sections: One section is the isolated
tool 3 and the other is the isolated machining head 19.
Once the tool 3 has started machining the workpiece 5,
the tool 3 and the workpiece 5 will be in constant physical
contact (e.g. chip removing machining process) and
therewith also in constant electrical contact. Conse-
quently, during the workpiece machining by the moving
tool 3, the inventive crash prevention device 1 will not be
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active in respect of the tool-section. However, since the
tool 3 is electrically isolated from the chuck holder 4 and
further parts of the machining head 19 by the isolation
means 9, the crash prevention device 1 will still be able
to monitor the movement of the machining head 19 and
signalize an eventual approach of the moving machining
head 19 to another element in the working area 8 of the
machine tool 2 by the positive connector 24.
For this purpose, the high voltage generator 12 generates
a high voltage via the positive connector 24 to the ma-
chine spindle 10 and to other parts of the machining head
19. The connector 24 includes also a contact-free con-
necting part 23 for transmitting the high voltage to the
rotating rotor spindle 22 and therewith also to the chuck
4 of the electrically isolated tool 3. By this configuration,
collisions between the moving machining head 19 or
parts of it (like the chuck 4 or machine spindle 10) with
the workpiece 5 or clamping system 6 etc. are prevented
even during the machining process of the clamped work-
piece 5. The discharge detection means 15 is needs ob-
viously also to be connected to the positive connector 24
for a correct implementation of this advantageous em-
bodiment.
In a further variant of this advantageous embodiment, it
is also possible to foresee that the detection system 11
comprises for each of the electrically isolated sections
own discharge detection means 15 (in the given example
two independent discharge detection means 15, not
shown in figure 3).
[0017] Preferably, the detection system (11) adjusts
the voltage to be applied by the high voltage generator
(12) in dependency of one or a combination of the fol-
lowing factors:

- speed of the moving parts (e.g, tool 3, chuck 4, motor
spindle 10, respectively entire machining head 19);

- usage of a coolant or type of coolant used during the
machining of the workpiece (5);

- material respectively metal type of machined work-
piece (5);

- geometry of the employed tool (3) and/or of the tool
coating type;

- the rotation speed of the tool (3) during the machining
operation;

- necessary emergency breaking distance for stop-
ping the movement of the moving part (consideration
of inertia);

- speed of moving parts during milling or non-milling
condition of the tool (3);

- roughing milling or finishing milling condition;
- amount of false collision warnings produced by the

crash prevention device (1).

[0018] The inventive crash prevention device uses typ-
ically voltages starting around 1000 V. The used voltage
can be for instance in the range of 1’000 - 20’000 V and
is applied between the tool, machining head or further
moving machine tool parts and the stationary workpiece

or workpiece table. The elements under electrical voltage
need to be electrically isolated from the rest of the ma-
chine or at least from the workpiece respectively machine
table. The insulation could be for instance integrated in
the tool holder or/and on the bearings of the machining
head to which the electrical voltage is applied. For in-
stance, appropriate isolating ceramic material could be
used as isolator. Using ceramics as insulator brings the
advantage to prevent any loss of structural stiffness (for
instance in the tool holder). Since the high voltage gen-
erator is just generating very low electrical currents, there
is no health risk for the operator or for electrical machine
components which could be damaged by an occurring
electrical discharge. Of course it is advantageously to
have an electric shielding of the entire working area dur-
ing the operation of the crash prevention device.
Preferably, the workpiece side elements (workpiece,
clamping system, machine table or further surrounding
machine tool parts which could potentially collide with
the tool) are connected to the electrical ground of the
machine. Preferably one or more negative connectors
(e.g. electrical cables) connect these elements electri-
cally with the crash detection device. Normally, the pos-
itive connector (e.g. also an electrical cable) connects
the tool with the high voltage generator. Although less
indicated, it could be foreseen to inverse the connections,
respectively to connect the positive connector with the
workpiece side and the grounding resp. negative con-
nector with the tool (in AC-mode not relevant).
The occurrence of an electrical discharge is detected by
electrical discharge detection means, which are part of
the detection system of the crash prevention device. The
electrical discharge detection means detect the occur-
rence of an electrical discharge by which the detection
systems delivers via a processing unit a signal indicating
the imminent collision to the machine controller of the
machine tool.
[0019] That signal is preferably delivered to a fast sam-
pled trigger input of the machine controller. Receiving
that signal, the machine controller immediately stops the
movement of the moving parts (e.g. tool or machining
head) or switches - as described further above -from the
ordinary operational speed to a lower "safe-mode" speed
(e.g. sensitive feed), preventing therewith in any case an
eventual severe crash.
Depending on the voltage used and on the working area
conditions, the detection distance - maximal distance
within an electric discharge occurs - can be approximate-
ly in the range of 5 to 10 mm. There are many parameters
which influence the working area conditions. To those
belong the material of the tool, the materials of other elec-
trical conductive machine elements (e.g. workpiece), the
lubrication medium (emulsion or oil) and amount (film
thickness), presence of grit, humidity etc.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, it can be fore-
seen that these parameters (or part of them) are preset
or predetermined, for example by the operator or even-
tually even automatically by sensors of the crash preven-
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tion device. In accordance with these parameters, the
detection system can define the voltage to be applied to
the tool and estimate, once an electrical discharge oc-
curred, the approximate distance between tool and the
machine part nearby. The estimated distance might be
of use for the machine controller to determine the stop-
page process of the tool movement. Most preferably, the
machine controller of the machine tool influences the ap-
plied voltage of the crash prevention device in depend-
ence of the machining conditions (e.g. lubrication, travel
speed of the machine head etc.) via a signal line 20.
In a further alternative implementation of the invention,
the crash prevention device respectively its detection
system includes a database respectively an expert sys-
tem with stored working area conditions. By this database
and by presetting or predetermining real condition pa-
rameters, the crash prevention device is able to better
estimate the real distance between tool and the machine
part nearby. Preferably, the positive and negative con-
nectors are connected as close as possible to the tool
and the workpiece side elements.
[0020] As mentioned above, the inventive crash pre-
vention device is not only intended and suitable to monitor
the non-machining movements of the tool..
[0021] The invention consists of a crash prevention de-
vice for machine tools to prevent the collision of a moving
part of the machine tool, preferably the tool or the ma-
chining head, with other machine tool parts - for example
the clamping system or the machine table - or with a
workpiece allocated in the working area of the machine
tool during a movement of that moving part. The inventive
crash prevention device includes particularly;

- isolation means for electrically isolating the moving
part from other parts of the machine tool,

- a detection system, comprising a high voltage gen-
erator having at least two connectors - preferably at
least one of those connectors is a positive connector
and at least one of those connectors is a negative
connector in case the high voltage generator is gen-
erating a DC voltage - whereby one of these at least
two connectors is electrically connected to the mov-
ing part and the other - or at least one of the other -
connector is electrically connected to the workpiece
and/or to other electrical conductive machine tool
parts allocated in the working area of the machining
tool - preferably the workpiece clamping system or
the machine table -

- whereby the high voltage generator can preferably
generate at its connectors DC, AC or pulsating volt-
ages,

- further the detection system comprises discharge
detection means which can detect electrical dis-
charges occurring between the moving part and the
workpiece or between the moving part and other
electrical conductive machine tool parts allocated in
the working area of the machining tool - for example
the clamping system or the machine table -

- and whereupon an occurring electrical discharge -
detected by the discharge detection means - the de-
tection system is designed to signalize an imminent
collision to a machine controller of the machine tool
for stopping or adapting the further relative move-
ment of the moving part towards other machine tool
parts or workpiece.

[0022] The workpiece and further machine elements
allocated in the working area of the machining tool are
preferably electrically connected with each other and also
preferably electrically grounded. The workpiece and the
further machine elements are connected via one of the
at least two connectors, preferably with the negative con-
nector, with the high voltage generator.
In a preferred embodiment, the connector electrically
connecting the workpiece and/or other electrical conduc-
tive machine tool parts allocated in the working area of
the machining tool with the high voltage generator is
grounded. That include also the variant, that one of the
connectors respectively one electric connector of the
high voltage generator is directly grounded (e.g. via an
electrical cable) and the workpiece and/or other electrical
conductive machine tool parts allocated in the working
area of the machining tool are separately grounded (e.g.
via another electrical cable).
In a further embodiment of the inventive crash prevention
device for machine tools, the moving part of the machine
tool is subdivided into at least two sections. Preferably
one of the at least two sections is represented by the tool
and another respectively the second section is represent-
ed by the tool holder (tool chuck), the machine spindle
and/or the machining head. These sections are electri-
cally isolated from each other and from other parts of the
machine tool (e.g. housing, machine tool frame etc.) by
suitable isolation means (material like isolating ceramics
etc.). Each of these electrically isolated sections is con-
nected by an own connector to the high voltage generator
(respectively to the positive or negative pole of the high
voltage generator). In a preferred embodiment, the work-
piece is electrically isolated by isolation means from the
clamping system or the machine table and is electrically
connected to the high voltage generator by the other con-
nector (14). Most preferably, the detection system com-
prises for each of the electrically isolated sections an own
discharge detection means.
In one embodiment of the inventive crash prevention de-
vice for machine tools ,the positive connector is repre-
sented by the connector electrically connecting the mov-
ing part with the positive pole of the high voltage gener-
ator and the negative connector is represented by the
connector electrically connecting the negative pole of the
high voltage generator with the workpiece and/or to other
electrical conductive machine tool parts allocated in the
working area of the machining tool, preferably the work-
piece clamping system or the machine table.
It is possible that the high voltage generator has more
than one positive connector and/or more than one neg-
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ative connector.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the connector
contains a contact-free connecting part, which is de-
signed to allow the formation of an electrical arc once an
electrical discharge occurs intended to signalize an im-
minent collision. Preferably such a contact-free connect-
ing part is allocated between two - relatively to each other
- moving respectively rotating parts (for example rotating
motor axle and surrounding motor spindle housing). The
contact-free connecting part can for example consist by
a cut through cable, whereby the distance between the
cut through cable parts has a distance which is shorter
than the distance by which an electrical discharge be-
tween a moving part and another machine tool part
should occur. Most preferably, the distance between the
cut through cable parts is in the range of 0.1 to 1 mm.
According to the invention, the inventive discharge de-
tection means detects the occurrence of an electrical dis-
charge by one or a combination of the following detection
methods:

- Electrical measurement of a current flow and/or volt-
age change between the connectors;

- Visual detection of an occurring electrical discharge
in the working area, preferably by the use of a suit-
able camera;

- Measurement of changes in the electrical fields.

Preferably the discharge detection means detecting the
electrical discharge is a processing unit of the detection
system which is designed to deliver a signal to a input of
the machine controller of the machine tool, preferably the
input of the machine controller is a fast sampled trigger
input.
The voltage applied in the inventive device by the high
voltage generator can be adjustable; preferably the volt-
age is adjustable in the range of 1’000 to 20’000 V, most
preferably in the range of 1’000 to 5’000 or in the range
of 5’000 to 20’000 V. In another possible embodiment,
the discharge detection means of the invention can also
be designed to measure different parameters of an oc-
curring electrical discharge, for example the discharge
duration, the electrical current flow and/or the discharge
voltage over time. Most preferably those parameters are
sent to the machine controller of the machine tool for
further evaluation of the occurred discharge.
The discharge detection means can also be designed to
measure different parameters of an occurring electrical
discharge - like for example the mentioned discharge du-
ration, electrical current flow and/or discharge voltage
over time etc. - to evaluate the occurred electrical dis-
charge, preferably by comparing the measured param-
eters with preset parameters or with data stored in a da-
tabase or to evaluate it with an installed expert system.
In such a configuration, the discharge detection means
can send evaluated output data, most preferably the cal-
culated distance between the tool and the colliding ele-
ment, to the machine controller of the machine tool. In a

further preferred embodiment, the detection system is
controlled by the machine controller.
[0023] The detection system can adjust the voltage to
be applied by the high voltage generator in dependency
of one or a combination of several factors. These factors
could be:

- speed of the moving part;
- usage of a coolant or type of coolant used;
- material of workpiece;
- geometry of tool and/or tool coating type;
- rotation speed of the tool during machining opera-

tion;
- necessary emergency breaking distance;
- milling or non-milling condition of the tool;
- roughing milling or finishing milling condition;
- amount of false collision warnings.

In a possible embodiment of the invention, the isolation
means for electrically isolating the moving parts (e.g.
clamped tool) from other parts of the machine tool is in-
tegrated in the tool chuck, preferably the isolation means
are made of isolating ceramic material.
[0024] The invention includes also an operation meth-
od for machine tools equipped with a crash prevention
device according to the forgoing for starting the machin-
ing of workpieces. In this inventive operation method, the
moving part of the machine tool, preferably the tool or
the machining head, is moved by the machine controller
from a starting point with a first speed mode (sm1) to-
wards the workpiece to be machined, until the crash pre-
vention device signalizes to the machine controller by its
detection system the occurrence of a first electrical dis-
charge (V1), that a predefined first distance (d1) to the
workpiece (5) is reached. Whereupon the machine con-
troller adapts the speed of the moving part of the machine
tool to a second speed mode (sm2), which is lower than
the first speed mode (sm1).
In such an operation method for starting the machining
of workpieces it is thinkable that during the motion of the
moving part of the machine tool in the second speed
mode (sm2), the detection system of the crash prevention
device is set to detect a predefined second distance (d2)
between the moving part and the workpiece, which is
lower than the first distance (d1). Once the second set
distance (d2) by movement of the moving part towards
the workpiece is reached and signalized to the machine
controller by the detection system by the occurrence of
a second electrical discharge (V2), the machine control-
ler is able to adapt the motion of the moving part a further
time. Preferably that adaptation of the motion of the mov-
ing part consists in starting or bringing the rotation of the
rotor spindle to an operational speed for initiating the ma-
chining of the workpiece by the installed tool.
[0025] The invention is not restricted to the explained
embodiments and alternatives.
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[0026]

1 crash prevention device
2 machine tool
3 tool
4 chuck or tool holder
5 workpiece
6 clamping system
7 machine table
8 working area of machine tool
9 isolation means
10 machine spindle
11 detection system
12 high voltage generator
13 positive connector
14 negative connector
15 discharge detection means
16 electrical discharge
17 machine controller
18 trigger input
19 machining head
20 signal line
21 contact-free connecting part of connector 13
22 rotor spindle
23 contact-free connecting part of the connector 24
24 positive connector

Claims

1. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2),
preventing the collision of a moving part (3, 4, 10,
19) of the machine tool (2), preferably the tool (3) or
the machining head (19), with other machine tool
parts (6, 7) or with a workpiece (5) allocated in the
working area (8) of the machine tool (2) during a
movement of the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19),
characterized in that the crash prevention device
(1) includes isolation means (9) for electrically iso-
lating the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) from other parts
(5, 6, 7) of the machine tool (2),
a detection system (11), comprising a high voltage
generator (12) having at least two connectors (13,
14), preferably one positive connector and one neg-
ative connector, whereby one connector (13) is elec-
trically connected to the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19)
and the other connector (14) is electrically connected
to the workpiece (5) and/or to other electrical con-
ductive machine tool parts (6, 7) allocated in the
working area (8) of the machining tool (2), preferably
the workpiece clamping system (6) or the machine
table (7), whereby the high voltage generator (12)
preferably generates at its connectors (13, 14) DC,
AC or pulsating voltage,
further the detection system (11) comprises dis-
charge detection means (15) which can detect elec-

trical discharges (16) occurring between the moving
part (3, 4, 10, 19) and the workpiece (5) or between
the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) and other electrical
conductive machine tool parts (6, 7) allocated in the
working area (8) of the machining tool (2), and where-
upon an electrical discharge (16) detected by the
discharge detection means (15), the detection sys-
tem (11) is designed to signalize an imminent colli-
sion to a machine controller (17) of the machine tool
(2) for stopping or adapting the further relative move-
ment of the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) towards other
machine tool parts (6, 7) or workpiece (5).

2. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to claim 1, characterized in that the work-
piece (5) and machine elements (6, 7) allocated in
the working area (8) of the machining tool are elec-
trically connected with each other, preferably elec-
trically grounded, and connected with one connector
(14), preferably with the negative connector, of the
high voltage generator (12).

3. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to claim 1, characterized in that the other
connector (14) of the high voltage generator (12) is
electrically grounded and the workpiece (5) and/or
other electrical conductive machine tool parts (6, 7)
allocated in the working area (8) of the machining
tool (2) are also electrically grounded.

4. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to claim 1, 2 or 3, characterized in that
the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) of the machine tool (2)
is subdivided into at least two sections,
preferably one section is represented by the tool (3)
and the second section is represented by the tool
holder (4), machine spindle (10) and/or machining
head (19),
whereby the sections are electrically isolated from
each other and from other parts (5, 6, 7) of the ma-
chine tool (2) by isolation means (9) and each of the
electrically isolated sections is connected by an own
connector (13, 24) to the high voltage generator (12),
preferably the workpiece (5) is also electrically iso-
lated by isolation means from the clamping system
(6) or machine table (7) and whereby the workpiece
(5) is electrically connected to the high voltage gen-
erator (12) by the other connector (14),
most preferably the detection system (11) comprises
for each of the electrically isolated sections an own
discharge detection means (15).

5. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to claim 1, 2 or 3, characterized in that
the workpiece (5) is electrically isolated by isolation
means from the clamping system (6) and machine
table (7) and whereby
the clamping system (6) and machine table (7) are
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electrically connected to the high voltage generator
(12) by the other connector (14).

6. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-
terized in that
the positive connector is represented by the connec-
tor (24) electrically connecting the moving part (4,
10, 19) with the positive pole of the high voltage gen-
erator (12) and the negative connector is represent-
ed by the connector (14) electrically connecting the
negative pole of the high voltage generator (12) with
the workpiece (5) and/or to other electrical conduc-
tive machine tool parts (6, 7) allocated in the working
area (8) of the machining tool (2), preferably the
workpiece clamping system (6) or the machine table
(7),
preferably the high voltage generator (12) has more
than one positive connector (13, 24) and/or more
than one negative connector (14).

7. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-
terized in that the connector (13, 24) contains a con-
tact-free connecting part (21, 23), which is designed
to allow the formation of an electrical arc once an
electrical discharge (16) occurs, preferably the con-
tact-free connecting part (21, 23) is allocated be-
tween two relatively to each other moving, most pref-
erably rotating, parts (10, 22).

8. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-
terized in that the discharge detection means (15)
detects the occurrence of an electrical discharge (16)
by one or a combination of the following detection
methods:

- electrical measurement of a current flow and/or
voltage change between the connectors (13,
14);
- visual detection of an occurring electrical dis-
charge (16) in the working area (8), preferably
by the use of a camera;
- measurement of changes in the electrical field.

9. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-
terized in that the discharge detection means (15)
detecting the electrical discharge (16) is a process-
ing unit of the detection system (11) which is de-
signed to deliver a signal to a input (18) of the ma-
chine controller (17), preferably the input (18) of the
machine controller (17) is a fast sampled trigger in-
put.

10. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-

terized in that the voltage applied by the high volt-
age generator (12) is adjustable, preferably the volt-
age is adjustable in the range of 1’000 to 20’000 V,
preferably in the range of 1’000 to 5’000 or in the
range of 5’000 to 20’000 V.

11. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-
terized in that the discharge detection means (15)
is also designed to measure different parameters of
an occurring electrical discharge (16), preferably dis-
charge duration, electrical current flow and/or dis-
charge voltage over time, most preferably those pa-
rameters are sent to the machine controller (17) of
the machine tool (2).

12. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-
terized in that the discharge detection means (15)
is also designed to
measure different parameters of an occurring elec-
trical discharge (16), preferably discharge duration,
electrical current flow and/or discharge voltage over
time,
to evaluate the occurred electrical discharge (16),
preferably by comparing the measured parameters
with preset parameters or with data stored in a da-
tabase or to evaluate it with an installed expert sys-
tem and
to send evaluated output data, most preferably the
calculated distance between the tool (3) and the col-
liding element, to the machine controller (17).

13. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-
terized in that the detection system (11) is controlled
by the machine controller (17).

14. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to claim 13, characterized in that the de-
tection system (11) adjusts the voltage to be applied
by the high voltage generator (12) in dependency of
one or a combination of the following factors:

- speed of the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19);
- usage of a coolant or type of coolant used;
- material of workpiece (5);
- geometry of tool (3) and/or tool coating type;
- rotation speed of the tool (3) during machining
operation;
- necessary emergency breaking distance;
- milling or non-milling condition of the tool (3);
- roughing milling or finishing milling condition;
- amount of false collision warnings.

15. Crash prevention device (1) for machine tools (2)
according to one of the preceding claims, charac-
terized in that the isolation means (9) for electrically
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isolating the clamped tool (3) from other parts (4, 5,
6, 7, 10) of the machine tool (2) is integrated in the
tool chuck (4), preferably the isolation means (9) are
made of isolating ceramic material.

16. Operation method for machine tools (2) equipped
with a crash prevention device (1) according to one
of the preceding claims for starting the machining of
workpieces (5), characterized in that
the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) of the machine tool (2),
preferably the tool (3) or the machining head (19), is
moved by the machine controller (17) from a starting
point with a first speed mode (sm1) towards the work-
piece (5) to be machined, until the crash prevention
device (1) signalizes to the machine controller (17)
by its detection system (11) the occurrence of a first
electrical discharge (V1), that a predefined first dis-
tance (d1) to the workpiece (5) is reached, where-
upon the machine controller (17) adapts the speed
of the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) of the machine tool
(2) to a second speed mode (sm2), which is lower
than the first speed mode (sm1).

17. Operation method for machine tools (2) equipped
with a crash prevention device (1) for starting the
machining of workpieces (5) according to the pre-
ceding method claim, characterized in that
during the motion of the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19) of
the machine tool (2) in the second speed mode
(sm2), the detection system (11) of the crash pre-
vention device (1) is set to detect a predefined sec-
ond distance (d2) between the moving part (3, 4, 10,
19) and the workpiece (5), which is lower than the
first distance (d1), and once the second set distance
(d2) by movement of the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19)
towards the workpiece (5) is reached and signalized
to the machine controller (17) by the detection sys-
tem (11) and the occurrence of a second electrical
discharge (V2), the machine controller (17) adapts
the motion of the moving part (3, 4, 10, 19),
preferably that adaptation of the motion of the mov-
ing part (3, 4, 10, 19) consists in starting or bringing
the rotation of the rotor spindle (22) to an operational
speed for initiating the machining of the workpiece
(5) by the installed tool (3).
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