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(54) Apparatus and method for controlling a pneumatic park brake actuation

(57) An apparatus for controlling a pneumatic park
brake actuation of a vehicle operable to tow a trailer com-
prises: a pressure supply terminal (1) to supply pressured
air, a control line to parking brake actuators (28), a trailer
control line (29.2), a control unit (10), a bistable valve (5),
and a valve unit (3). The trailer control line (29.2) is con-
figured to provide pressured air for a trailer braking unit
of the vehicle. The control unit (10) is configured to pro-
vide an autonomous operation signal indicating a desired
autonomous vehicle operation mode. The bistable valve
(5) includes a first terminal (5a), a second terminal (5b),
and a third terminal (5c), the third terminal (5c) being
connectable to parking brake control line (28) and to the
trailer control line (29.2), the bistable valve (5) being

switchable in a first stable position (51) where the first
terminal (5a) is connected with the third terminal (5c) and
in a second stable position (52) where the second termi-
nal (5b) is connected with the third terminal (5c). The
valve unit (3) is coupled to the bistable valve (5), to a
pressure sink (20) and to the pressure supply terminal
(1) and is configured to receive the autonomous opera-
tion signal. The valve unit (3) is further operable to con-
nect the first terminal (5a) with the pressure supply ter-
minal (1), to connect the second terminal (5b) with a pres-
sure sink (20), when no autonomous operation signal is
received, and, upon reception of the autonomous oper-
ation signal, to interrupt the connection between the sec-
ond terminal (5b) and the pressure sink (20).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
and a method for controlling a pneumatic park brake ac-
tuation of a vehicle and, in particular, to a dual operation
mode for a parking brake of commercial vehicles.

Background

[0002] In commercial vehicles a parking brake system
based on compressed air is often provided to supplement
a compressed air operating service brake. The pneumat-
ic park brake actuation in such parking brake systems is
typically electronically controlled and includes a bistable
control function to be able to fulfill legal regulations (for
example ECE R13). This bistable control function ena-
bles one stable driving position after the park brake was
released and another stable position to maintain a parked
position after the park brake was activated.
[0003] DE 10 2012 105 136 A1 discloses a conven-
tional parking brake system of a type depicted in Fig. 9.
The parking brake system comprises a pressure supply
terminal 1 to supply pressured air from a compressor,
which is protected by a non-return valve (e.g. a ball check
valve), which maintain a predetermined pressure when
the system is exhausted.
[0004] In addition, the system comprises two trailer
control lines, the trailer control line 29.1 used for systems,
where the trailer is not braked during locked park brake
position, and the further line 29.2 used for systems, where
the trailer is also braked during locked park brake posi-
tion. The system further includes a service brake terminal
4.2 connectable to a service brake of the vehicle, a spring
brake terminal 28 connectable to a spring brake cylinder
of the vehicle, and a control unit 10 configured to provide
signals to control valves of the parking brake system to
ensure a desired operation mode of the vehicle as ex-
plained in more detail in the following.
[0005] The parking brake system further comprises a
valve unit 3, a bistable valve 5 (with a first terminal 5a, a
second terminal 5b and a third terminal 5c), a controllable
valve unit 7’, a select high valve 8, a relay valve unit 9,
and a normally open valve unit 12.
[0006] The valve unit 3 comprises a load valve 3a and
an exhaust valve 3b. The load valve 3a is configured,
upon receiving an exhaust signal from the control unit
10, to disconnect the pressure supply terminal 1 from the
first terminal 5a. The exhaust valve 3b is configured, upon
reception of the exhaust signal from the control unit 10,
to connect the first terminal 5a with a pressure sink 20
(e.g. provided by the surrounding air reservoir or any kind
of exhaust port).
[0007] The bistable valve 5 can be switched in a first
stable position, where the first terminal 5a is connected
to the third terminal 5c and a second stable position,
where the second terminal 5b is connected to the third
terminal 5c. The third terminal is connected to the pres-
sure sink 20. The first terminal 5a is connected with the

trailer control line 29.1.
[0008] The select high valve 8 is arranged between the
third terminal 5c and the service brake terminal 4.2 and
comprises an outlet and is operable to provide to the
outlet selectively pressured air from the third terminal 5c
(over line 6) or pressurized air from the service brake
terminal 4.2 dependent upon which of the pressured air
comprises a higher air pressure.
[0009] The normally open valve 12 is provided be-
tween the third terminal 5c and the select high valve 8
and is configured to be normally open, but closes upon
receiving a respective signal from the control unit 10.
[0010] The relay valve unit 9 provides an air connection
(over line 2) between the pressure supply terminal 1 and
the spring brake terminal 28 and comprises a control inlet
which is connected to the outlet of the select high valve
8. The relay valve unit 9 is configured to modulate an air
pressure supplied to the spring brake terminal 28 de-
pending on an air pressure present at the control inlet.
[0011] The controllable valve unit 7’ comprises a 3/2
valve 7.1’ and a further select high valve 7.2’. The 3/2
valve 7.1’ comprises a first terminal 7.11’ connected to
the first terminal 5a of the bistable valve 5, a second
terminal 7.12’ connected to the pressure sink 20, a third
terminal 7.13’ connected to an inlet 7.21’ of the further
select high valve 7.2’. The further select high valve 7.2’
comprises a further inlet 7.22’, which is connected to the
third terminal 5c via the normally open valve 12, and an
outlet 7.23’ connected to the trailer control line 29.2. The
controllable valve unit 7’ is operable, in a first mode, to
provide an air pressure to the trailer control line 29.2,
which is the larger one of an air pressure at the first ter-
minal 5a and an air pressure at the third terminal 5c. In
a second mode of operation, the controllable valve unit
7’ provides the pressure of the third terminal 5c to the
trailer control line 29.2 independently of the air pressure
at the first terminal of the bistable valve 5.
[0012] Finally, the parking brake system of Fig. 9 com-
prises two pressure sensor units 30 which are configured
to measure the pressure at the first terminal 5a and/or
the pressure at the spring brake terminal 28. A vent 32
is provided which is connected to the relay valve unit 9
to provide a venting.
[0013] The normally open valve 12 is employed for the
so-called stretch brake function which let to control the
trailer control line 29.1 while keeping the pressure in con-
trol line 6, when the trailer is braked and the vehicle (e.g.
a truck) is unbraked at the same time, in order to stabilize
the vehicle/trailer combination (for example, to prevent
a jack-knife situation).
[0014] Conventional compressed air service brake
systems of commercial vehicles may be operated elec-
tronically in a way that the driver can be omitted from the
control loop. Such brake-by-wires systems may have
pneumatic redundancies, but they have only a single
electronic control circuit. In order to operate the vehicle
in the above-mentioned automatic way, a pneumatic
backup circuit is no longer useful, since the driver is not
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able to operate the pneumatic redundant circuits. Con-
sequently, appropriate electric redundancies have to be
added to operate the systems in a fault-tolerant way.
[0015] The system of Fig. 9 allows an operation in an
automatic parking operation mode with the following
method: If the parking brake is released in case of an
automatic operation, line 6 is pressurized by the load
valve 3a by switching the 3/2 bistable valve 5 to its con-
nected position (upper position). Before the vehicle
starts, the normally open valve 12 is activated (closess
line 6) and then the 3/2 bistable valve 5 is switched to its
exhaust position (lower position). If the vehicle starts in
this operation mode and a malfunction occurs (e.g. elec-
tric supply breakdown), the normally open valve 12 is
released and the 3/2 bistable valve 5 exhausts line 6 so
that the park braking actuator results in a stable parking
position.
[0016] However, this operation mode of the system of
Fig. 9 has the disadvantage that during the autonomous
driving the control line 6 has no continuous pressure sup-
ply, which may result in unintentional activation of the
parking brake. For example, in real systems it happens
frequently that control line 6 may have a leakage. There-
fore, advanced, more complex constructions are needed
to secure complete tightness of the control line 6. This,
however, is very costly, because it would involve several
components (the normally open valve 12, the select high
valve 8, and the valve unit 7).
[0017] Therefore, there is a demand for an apparatus
for controlling a pneumatic park brake actuation of a ve-
hicle using standard components in a way that can
achieve an automatic parking function. Such secure
parking brake systems should provide a safe state if mal-
functions are encountered, for example, for low speed or
for closed track autonomous maneuvers with or without
trailers.

Summary of the Invention

[0018] The present invention relates to an apparatus
for controlling a pneumatic park brake actuation accord-
ing to claims 1 or 5 and a method for controlling according
to claim 16. The dependent claims refer to specifically
advantageous realizations of the subject matter of the
independent claims.
[0019] The present invention relates to an apparatus
for controlling a pneumatic park brake actuation of a ve-
hicle operable to tow a trailer. The apparatus comprises
a pressure supply terminal to supply pressured air, a trail-
er control line, a control unit, a bistable valve, and a valve
unit. The trailer control line is configured to provide pres-
sured air for a trailer control valve of the vehicle. The
control unit is configured to provide an autonomous op-
eration signal indicating a desired autonomous operation
mode of the vehicle (autonomous vehicle operation
mode). The bistable valve includes a first terminal, a sec-
ond terminal and a third terminal, wherein the third ter-
minal is connectable to the trailer control line. The bist-

able valve is switchable between a first stable position,
where the first terminal is connected with the third termi-
nal and in a second stable position, where the second
terminal is connected with the third terminal. The valve
unit is coupled to the bistable valve, to a pressure sink
and to the pressure supply terminal. The valve unit is
configured to receive the autonomous operation signal
and is operable to connect the first terminal with the pres-
sure supply terminal. The valve unit is further operable
to connect the second terminal with a pressure sink, when
no autonomous operation signal is received, and, upon
reception of the autonomous operation signal, to interrupt
the connection between the second terminal and the
pressure sink.
[0020] The present invention solves the above-men-
tioned problems by avoiding any additional components
between the bistable valve and the select high valve 8
or the valve unit 7 and preferably provides an active air
support for a connection line 6 toward to relay valve 9
and the trailer control line 29.2 to maintain the air pres-
sure on these lines and thus a driving condition even for
longer operation. This cannot be achieved by the con-
ventional system as depicted in Fig. 9.
[0021] The presence/absence of the autonomous op-
eration signal should be understood in very broad terms.
In particular, the absence or the vanishing of the auton-
omous operation signal may also signal an error or mal-
functioning of any component of the braking system and
thus can be understood as an error signal. In other words,
the autonomous signal should be understood in that it is
indicative not only of the desire of the operator (e.g. the
driver) to operate the vehicle in autonomous mode, but
may also be indicative of the correct operation to of the
relevant components (e.g. the control unit, power sup-
ply). The absence of the autonomous signal or the error
signal can be any signal suitable to indicate the malfunc-
tion (or failure). For example, the autonomous signal may
be a constant voltage signal and a drop in the voltage
may indicate a malfunction (e.g. a power failure) and rep-
resent thus an error signal. Other examples for the au-
tonomous signal include a voltage pulse or any change
in a frequency or amplitude of a transmitted signal.
[0022] Optionally, the valve unit may comprise an ac-
tivation valve with a first terminal connected to the pres-
sure supply terminal, a second terminal connected to the
pressure sink and a third terminal connected to the sec-
ond terminal of the bistable valve. The activation valve
may be operable to connect its third terminal to its second
terminal, when no autonomous operation signal is re-
ceived, and/or, upon reception of the autonomous oper-
ation signal, to connect its first terminal with its third ter-
minal.
[0023] Therefore, a constant pressured air supply is
provided for the relay valve 9 and trailer control line 29.2
and thus even if the control line 6 (see Fig. 9) would have
a leak, the system still remains operable. No unintention-
al braking will occur.
[0024] Optionally, the valve unit may comprise an ac-
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tivation valve arranged between the second terminal of
the bistable valve and the pressure sink. The activation
valve may be operable to connect the pressure sink with
the second terminal of the bistable valve, when no au-
tonomous operation signal is received, and/or, upon re-
ception of the autonomous operation signal, to discon-
nect the second terminal of the bistable valve from the
pressure sink.
[0025] Optionally, the valve unit further comprises a
pressure supply valve arranged between the second ter-
minal of the bistable valve and the pressure supply ter-
minal. The pressure supply valve may be operable, upon
reception of the autonomous operation signal, to connect
the pressure supply terminal with the second terminal,
and/or, when no autonomous operation signal is re-
ceived, to disconnect the second terminal of the bistable
valve from the pressure supply terminal.
[0026] Hence, these embodiments provide equivalent
realizations for a constant pressured air supply provided
for the trailer control line, which maintains an operational
state of the system even if the control line 6 (see Fig. 9)
would have a leak.
[0027] The present invention relates also to an appa-
ratus for controlling a pneumatic park brake actuation of
a vehicle, which is suitable to tow a trailer, wherein the
apparatus comprises: a pressure supply terminal to sup-
ply pressured air, a trailer control line, a control unit, a
bistable valve, and a valve unit. The trailer control line is
configured to provide pressured air for a trailer braking
unit of the vehicle. The control unit is configured to pro-
vide an autonomous operation signal indicating a desired
autonomous operation mode of the vehicle. The bistable
valve includes a first terminal, a second terminal con-
nected to a pressure sink and a third terminal. The third
terminal is connectable to the control line 6 (see Fig. 9).
The bistable valve is switchable in a first stable position,
where the first terminal is connected with the third termi-
nal, and in a second stable position, where the second
terminal is connected with the third terminal. The valve
unit is coupled to the bistable valve, to the pressure sink
and to the pressure supply terminal. The valve unit is
configured to receive the autonomous operation signal.
The valve unit is further operable, upon reception of the
autonomous operation signal, to establish a connection
between the first terminal of the bistable valve and the
pressure supply terminal and, if no autonomous opera-
tion signal is received, to connect the first terminal with
the pressure sink.
[0028] Optionally, the valve unit comprises a mode se-
lection valve and an activation valve, which are connect-
ed via a connection line. The mode selection valve may
be operable, in a first mode, to connect the first terminal
of the bistable valve with the pressure supply terminal
and/or, in a second mode, to connect the first terminal of
the bistable valve with the connection line. The activation
valve may be operable, upon reception of the autono-
mous operation signal, to connect the pressure supply
terminal with the connection line and/or, if no autono-

mous operation signal is received, to connect the pres-
sure sink with the connection line.
[0029] This embodiment provides a further realization
for a constant pressured air supply provided for the con-
trol line, which maintains an operational state of the sys-
tem even if the control line 6 (see Fig. 9) would have a
leak.
[0030] Optionally, the valve unit may comprise a mode
selection valve and/or an activation valve connected via
a connection line. The mode selection valve may be op-
erable, in a first mode, to connect the first terminal of the
bistable valve with the pressure supply terminal and/or,
in a second mode, to connect the first terminal of the
bistable valve with the connection line. The activation
valve may be operable, if no autonomous operation sig-
nal is received, to connect the connection line with the
pressure sink and/or, upon reception of the autonomous
operation signal, to disconnect the connection line from
the pressure sink.
[0031] Optionally, the valve unit may further comprise
a pressure supply valve arranged between the connec-
tion line and/or the pressure supply terminal. The pres-
sure supply valve may be operable, upon receiving the
autonomous operation signal, to connect the pressure
supply terminal with the connection line, and/or, when no
autonomous operation signal is received, to disconnect
the connection line from the pressure supply terminal.
[0032] Optionally, the valve unit may further comprise
a load valve and/or an exhaust valve, the control unit
being operable to provide an exhaust signal for exhaust-
ing the bistable valve. The load valve may be operable,
upon reception of the exhaust signal, to disconnect the
pressure supply terminal from the first terminal of the
bistable valve. The exhaust valve may be operable, upon
reception of the exhaust signal, to connect the first ter-
minal of the bistable valve with the pressure sink.
[0033] Hence, this embodiment provides an equivalent
realization for a constant pressured air supply provided
for the control line, which maintains an operational state
of the system even if the control line 6 (see Fig. 9) would
have a leak.
[0034] Optionally, the apparatus may further comprise
a further trailer control line, the further trailer control line
may be connected to the first terminal of the bistable
valve.
[0035] Optionally, the apparatus may further compris-
es at least one of the following: a select high valve, a
relay valve unit, a spring brake terminal connectable to
a spring brake cylinder of the vehicle, and a service brake
terminal connectable to a service brake of the vehicle.
The select high valve may be arranged between the third
terminal of the bistable valve and the service brake ter-
minal. The select high valve may comprise an outlet and
may be operable to provide to the outlet selectively pres-
sured air from the third terminal of the bistable valve or
pressured air from the service brake terminal dependent
upon which of the pressured air comprises a higher air
pressure. The relay valve unit may provide an air con-
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nection between the pressure supply terminal and/or the
spring brake terminal and comprising a control inlet. The
control inlet may be connected to the outlet of the select
high valve. The relay valve unit may be operable to mod-
ulate an air pressure supplied to the spring brake terminal
depending on an air pressure present at the control inlet.
[0036] Optionally, the apparatus may further comprise
a controllable valve unit with a first terminal being con-
nected to the first terminal of the bistable valve and/or a
second terminal being connected to the pressure sink
and/or a third terminal being connected to the third ter-
minal of the bistable valve and/or a fourth terminal being
connected to the control line. The controllable valve unit
may be operable, in a first mode, to provide an air pres-
sure at the control line, which is a larger one of an air
pressure at the first terminal and an air pressure at the
third terminal. Optionally, in a second mode of operation,
the controllable valve unit may be operable to provide
the pressure of the third terminal of the bistable valve to
the control line independently of the air pressure at the
first terminal of the bistable valve. The control unit may
be configured to control the first mode and the second
mode.
[0037] Optionally, the apparatus may further comprise
at least one pressure sensor unit, wherein the at least
one pressure sensor unit may be operable to measure a
pressure at the first terminal of the bistable valve and/or
to measure a pressure at the second terminal of the relay
valve unit.
[0038] The pressure sink may be an exhaust port pro-
viding a connection to the surrounding air.
[0039] Optionally, in the bistable valve and/or the mode
selection valve are: electromagnetically controlled valve
(e.g. a solenoid) and/or an electromechanically control-
led valve (e.g. including an electric motor) and/or a pneu-
matically controlled valve. The control unit may be con-
figured to control the bistable valve and/or the mode se-
lection valve.
[0040] The present invention relates also to a parking
brake system of a commercial vehicle with an apparatus
as described before.
[0041] It should be understood that the control unit may
be configured to issue to autonomous operation signal
at the same time to the various valves defined to receive
this signal. It may also be of advantage to set certain time
delays with respect to the various valves. Therefore, the
actuation of the various valves may happen simultane-
ously or subsequently. In addition, it should be under-
stood, if no signal (e.g. the autonomous operation signal
and/or the exhaust signal) is present at the various
valves, the various valves may go automatically (e.g. im-
plemented by a spring) in the positions defined without
signals being present. This default position may be the
exhaust position. Only the bistable valves may be con-
figured to remain in their last position for as long as they
receive a new signal.
[0042] The present invention relates also a method for
providing a control over a pneumatic park brake actuation

of a vehicle operable to tow a trailer. The method com-
prises: supplying pressured air, providing an autono-
mous operation signal indicating a desired autonomous
operation mode of the vehicle, receiving the autonomous
operation signal; upon reception of the autonomous op-
eration signal, providing pressured air for parking brake
actuators and for a trailer braking unit; and exhausting
parking brake actuators and a trailer braking unit, when
an error signal is received.
[0043] Again, the error signal should be understood
broadly as any signal, which is not a valid autonomous
operation signal (e.g. if a received autonomous operation
signal has an unexpected voltage). In the simplest case,
the error signal is simply a non-present or vanishing au-
tonomous operation signal.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0044] Some examples of the apparatuses and/or
methods will be described in the following by way of ex-
amples only, and with respect to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figs. 1A, B depict an apparatuses for controlling a
pneumatic park brake actuation accord-
ing to embodiments of the present inven-
tion;

Fig. 2 depicts a further embodiment for a con-
trolled park brake actuation system;

Fig. 3 depicts yet another embodiment for a con-
trolled park brake actuation system;

Fig. 4 depicts yet another embodiment for a con-
trolled park brake actuation system;

Fig. 5 depicts yet another embodiment for a con-
trolled park brake actuation system;

Fig. 6 depicts yet another embodiment for a con-
trolled park brake actuation system;

Fig. 7 depicts yet another embodiment for a con-
trolled park brake actuation system;

Fig. 8. depicts a flow chart of a method according
to an embodiments of the present inven-
tion; and

Fig. 9 depicts a conventional a controlled park
brake actuation system.

Detailed Description

[0045] While embodiments are capable of various
modifications and alternative forms, the illustrative em-
bodiments in the figures will herein be described in detail.
It should be understood, however, that there is no intent
to limit embodiments to the particular forms disclosed,
but on the contrary, embodiments are to cover all modi-
fications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within the
scope of the disclosure. Like numbers refer to like or sim-
ilar elements throughout the description of the figures
and a repetition of the corresponding description is omit-
ted.
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[0046] Embodiments of the present invention are
based on the fact that automated and fully automatic ve-
hicles need an increased level of reliability especially for
safety critical systems like the braking. Therefore, such
systems require appropriate redundancies to be able to
fulfill automated drive operations where the driver is not
able to interfere with the vehicle to recover a control within
a specified time or in case of a fully automated drive,
when no driver is present to carry out the operation.
[0047] For example, for low-speed automated vehicle
operations on closed tracks (e.g. cargo yards) a fixed
parked state can be a satisfactory safe state if a malfunc-
tion occurs. Therefore, the gradual parking functionality
of the service brake and redundant electronic control ar-
chitectures can be avoided if the park brake can provide
a safe parking function in any case of any malfunctioning
occurs.
[0048] Embodiments of the present invention provide
such safe parking function as it will be described in detail
in the following.
[0049] Fig. 1A depicts an apparatus for controlling a
pneumatic park brake actuation of a vehicle operable to
tow a trailer. The apparatus comprises a pressure supply
terminal 1 to supply pressured air, parking brake control
line 28, a trailer control line 29.2, a control unit 10, a
bistable valve 5, and a valve unit 3. The trailer control
line 29.2 is configured to provide pressured air for a trailer
braking unit of the vehicle. The control unit 10 is config-
ured to provide an autonomous operation signal indicat-
ing a desired autonomous operation mode of the vehicle.
[0050] The bistable valve 5 comprises a first terminal
5a, a second terminal 5b, and a third terminal 5c. The
third terminal 5c is connected to a control line 6 coupled
to the parking brake control line 28 and to the trailer con-
trol line 29.2. The bistable valve 5 is switchable in a first
stable position 51 where the first terminal 5a is connected
with the third terminal 5c, and in a second stable position
52, where the second terminal 5b is connected with the
third terminal 5c.
[0051] The valve unit 3 is coupled to the bistable valve
5, to a pressure sink 20 and to the pressure supply ter-
minal 1, and is configured to receive the autonomous
operation signal. The valve unit 3 is further operable to
connect the first terminal 5a with the pressure supply
terminal 1, to connect the second terminal 5b with a pres-
sure sink 20, when no autonomous operation signal is
received, and, upon reception of the autonomous oper-
ation signal, to interrupt the connection between the sec-
ond terminal 5b and the pressure sink 20.
[0052] Fig. 1B depicts a further apparatus for control-
ling a pneumatic park brake actuation of a vehicle oper-
able to tow a trailer. The further apparatus comprises
also a pressure supply terminal 1 to supply pressured
air, parking brake control line 28, a trailer control line
29.2, a control unit 10, a bistable valve 5, a valve unit 3.
The trailer control line 29.2 is configured to provide pres-
sured air for a trailer braking unit of the vehicle. The con-
trol unit 10 is configured to provide an autonomous op-

eration signal indicating a desired autonomous operation
mode of the vehicle.
[0053] The bistable valve 5 comprises a first terminal
5a, a second terminal 5b connected to a pressure sink
20 and a third terminal 3c. The third terminal 5c is con-
nectable to a control line 6 coupled to the parking brake
control line 28 and to the trailer control line 29.2. The
bistable valve 5 is switchable in a first stable position 51,
where the first terminal 5a is connected with the third
terminal 5c and in a second stable position 52, where the
second terminal 5b is connected with the third terminal
5c. The valve unit 3 is coupled to the bistable valve 5, to
the pressure sink 20 and to the pressure supply terminal
1 and is configured to receive the autonomous operation
signal.
[0054] The valve unit 3 is operable, upon reception of
the autonomous operation signal, to establish a connec-
tion between the first terminal 5a of the bistable valve 5
and the pressure supply terminal 1 and, if no autonomous
operation signal is received, to connect the first terminal
5a with the pressure sink 20. Therefore, in the default
state, the valve unit 3 is in the exhaust state so that if a
malfunction occurs, the system will go in the safe state.
The following embodiments have several features in
common with the conventional system depicted in Fig.
9. The common feature involve, in particular, the valve
unit 7 (corresponding to the valve unit 7’ of Fig. 9), the
select high valve 8, the relay valve 9, the pressure sensor
unit(s) 30, and the various terminals. Thus, the descrip-
tion of these features is shorten here. For more details it
is referred to the introductory part of the description.
[0055] However, the following embodiments differ from
the convention system, in particular, by the valve unit 3
and the bistable valve 5 making the normally open valve
12 redundant.
[0056] Fig. 2 depicts a first detailed embodiment of a
park braking system which includes the apparatus as de-
scribed with Fig. 1A.
[0057] The valve unit 3 comprises an activation valve
3c with a first terminal connected to the pressure supply
terminal 1, a second terminal connected to the pressure
sink 20, and a third terminal connected to the second
terminal 5b of the bistable valve 5. The activation valve
3c is operable to connect its third terminal to its second
terminal, when no autonomous operation signal is re-
ceived, and, upon reception of the autonomous operation
signal, to connect its first terminal with its third terminal.
[0058] As in the conventional system, the valve unit 3
comprises further a load valve 3a and an exhaust valve
3b and the control unit is operable to provide an exhaust
signal for exhausting the bistable valve 5. Upon receiving
the exhaust signal, the load valve 3a is operable to dis-
connect the pressure supply terminal 1 from the first ter-
minal 5a of the bistable valve 5. The exhaust valve 3b is
operable, upon reception of the exhaust signal, to con-
nect the first terminal 5a of the bistable valve 5 with the
pressure sink 20. It is understood that the exhaust signal
is, in general, different from the autonomous operation
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signal.
[0059] The select high valve 8 is now connected di-
rectly to the third terminal 5c of the bistable valve 5 and
the service brake terminal 4.2. The select high valve 8 is
operable to provide again to the outlet selectively pres-
sured air from the third terminal 5c of the bistable valve
5 or pressured air from the service brake terminal 4.2
dependent upon which of the pressured air comprises a
higher air pressure.
[0060] In other words, in this embodiment of the park-
ing brake system the bistable valve 5 is formed as a 3/2
bistable valve 5 which can be pre-controlled by the load
valve 3a and the exhaust valve 3b. The output of the
bistable valve 5 provides an input for the select high valve
8. The select high valve 8 is configured to select to higher
pressure, thereby preventing that the service brake force
is added to the wheel brake during parking. The output
of the select high valve 8 controls the relay valve 9 that
executes the parking brake function on the wheel brake
actuators.
[0061] This system allows an electro-pneumatic park-
ing brake function with a single circuit electronic control
architecture. The safe state is ensured by the actual po-
sition of the bistable valve, which provides two safe po-
sitions based on the last position of the 3/2 bistable valve
5.
[0062] The controllable valve unit 7 of Fig. 2 comprises
again a first terminal coupled (e.g. directly) to the first
terminal 5a of the bistable valve 5, a second terminal
coupled (e.g. directly) to the pressure sink 20, a third
terminal coupled (e.g. directly) to the third terminal 5c of
the bistable valve 5, and a fourth terminal connected to
the trailer control line 29.2. The controllable valve unit 7
is operable, in a first mode, to supply an air pressure at
the trailer control line 29.2. The supplied air pressure is
the larger pressure of the air pressure at the first terminal
5a and the air pressure at the third terminal 5c. In a sec-
ond mode of operation, controllable valve unit 7 supplies
the pressure of the third terminal 5c of the bistable valve
5 to the trailer control line 29.2 independently of the air
pressure at the first terminal 5a of the bistable valve 5,
wherein the control unit 10 is configured to control the
first mode and the second mode.
[0063] Therefore, when comparing the park braking
system as depicted in Fig. 2 with the conventional park
braking system of Fig. 9, the added activation valve 3c
makes the generally open valve 12 redundant (it is not
needed in the present invention). In particular, the acti-
vation valve 3c provides a switchable connection of the
pressure supply terminal 1 or the pressure sink 20 with
the second terminal 5b of the bistable valve 5. If no au-
tonomous operation signal is received, the activation
valve 3c is configured to connect the pressure sink 20 to
bistable valve 5 (its second terminal). This is the default
position, which is also set in case a malfunction occurs
or if no autonomous operation signal is present. Only
upon reception of the autonomous operation signal, the
activation valve 3c connects the pressure supply terminal

1 to the second terminal of bistable valve 5. In particular,
in the schematic view shown in Fig. 2 of the electronically
controlled pneumatic park brake system one 3/2 valve
(the activation valve 3c) was added to solve the under-
lying technical problem.
[0064] It is noted, this solution provides the further ad-
vantage that the park brake operation is not modified if
the 3/2 valve 3c is not activated. Therefore, the safe state
is determined by the position of the 3/2 bistable valve 5
and this way the public road legal regulations are met.
[0065] Furthermore, the arrangement as shown in Fig.
2 enables an automatic low-speed drive operation on
closed tracks (e.g. on cargo yards). For example, when
the driver is not present, a compressed air service brake
system in combination with a compressed air park brake
system electronically controlled by a single circuit may
be used, with the improved fail safe mode, in such a way
that a safe parked state of the vehicle is ensured by the
park brake in case any malfunction occurs (e.g. loss of
electricity).
[0066] This safe position is achieved during the (low
speed) automated drive by the following way: Before the
autonomous drive of the vehicle is started the bistable
3/2 valve 5 is switched to the park (lower) position where
control line 6 is connected to the 3/2 valve 3c, which is
in its inactive exhaust position, the pressure from control
line 6 is released, the parking brake is activated. Starting
the autonomous drive, the control line 6 will be supplied
with pressure (parking brake will be released) via switch-
ing the activation valve 3c (e.g. a solenoid) to it’s other
position (providing a connection to supply pressure to
the bistable valve 5) instead of changing the position of
bistable valve 5. This enables to start the vehicle even
when a trailer is connected and controlled through any
of the ports 29.2 or 29.1. If a malfunction occurs during
a (low speed) autonomous drive (e.g. on a closed track)
the 3/2 activation valve 3c is released, thereby setting
the system in safe parking position for both the truck and
the trailer.
[0067] Fig. 3 depicts another embodiment of a park
braking system including the apparatus as described with
Fig. 1A, which differs from the embodiment of Fig. 2 mere-
ly by a modified activation valve 3c.
[0068] In detail, the valve unit 3 comprises now an ac-
tivation valve 3c arranged between the second terminal
5b of the bistable valve 5 and the pressure sink 20. Fur-
thermore, the activation valve 3c is operable to connect
the pressure sink 20 with the second terminal 5b of the
bistable valve 5, when no autonomous operation signal
is received. Only upon receiving the autonomous oper-
ation signal, the activation valve 3c disconnects the sec-
ond terminal 5b of the bistable valve 5 from the pressure
sink 20. Again, the inactive position of the activation valve
3c corresponds to the state, in which the valve is to be
set in case a malfunction occurs (safe state).
[0069] In the embodiment of Fig. 3 the electronically
controlled park brake for commercial vehicles comprises
a 2/2 valve as the activation valve 3c to implement a
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backup automatic parking. All other components are sim-
ilar to the components of the embodiment as shown in
Fig. 2. Therefore, a repetition of the components already
described in Fig. 2 is avoided.
[0070] Fig. 4 depicts another embodiment of a park
braking system including the apparatus as described with
Fig. 1A, which differs from the embodiment of Fig. 3 mere-
ly by further comprising a pressure supply valve 3d.
[0071] In detail, the valve unit 3 of this embodiment
further comprises the pressure supply valve 3d arranged
between the second terminal 5b of the bistable valve 5
and the pressure supply terminal 1. The pressure supply
valve 3d is operable, upon reception of the autonomous
operation signal, to connect the pressure supply terminal
1 with the second terminal 5b, and, when no autonomous
operation signal is received, to disconnect the second
terminal 5b of the bistable valve 5 from the pressure sup-
ply terminal 1. Hence, depicted electronically controlled
park brake system for commercial vehicles comprises
two 2/2 valve extension for backup automatic parking:
the activation valve 3c (as described in Fig. 3) and pres-
sure supply valve 3d.
[0072] Therefore, the same functionality as described
above with Fig. 2 can be achieved, when the 3/2 valve
3c is replaced by two 2/2 valves as depicted in Fig. 4 (the
added 2/2 valves are denoted by activation valve 3c and
the pressure supply valve 3d). During the low speed au-
tonomous vehicle operation both are activated. In case
a malfunction (no autonomous mode signal) is encoun-
tered both valves are released, e.g. at the same time.
[0073] The embodiment of Fig. 3 is a simplified version
of the schematic shown in Fig. 4, wherein the 2/2 load
valve (the pressure supply valve 3d), which is responsible
to refill leakages, is avoided.
[0074] Fig. 5 depicts another embodiment of a park
braking system, which includes now the apparatus as
described with Fig. 1B.
[0075] In detail, the valve unit 3 in this embodiment
comprises a mode selection valve 3g and an activation
valve 3c, which are connected via a connection line 3f.
The mode selection valve 3g is operable, in a first mode,
to connect the first terminal 5a of the bistable valve 5 with
the pressure supply terminal 1 and, in a second mode,
to connect the first terminal 5a of the bistable valve 5 with
the connection line 3f. The activation valve 3c is operable,
upon reception of the autonomous operation signal, to
connect the pressure supply terminal 1 with the connec-
tion line 3f and, if no autonomous operation signal is re-
ceived, to connect the pressure sink 20 with the connec-
tion line 3f.
[0076] In particular, the depicted schematic of an elec-
tronically controlled park brake for commercial vehicles
comprises a 3/2 monostable valve (the activation valve
3c) and a 3/2 bistable valve (the mode selection valve
3g) as an extension for the valve unit 3 for backup auto-
matic parking. In this realization the desired functionality
is achieved without modifying the exhaust port (pressure
sink 20) of the main bistable valve 5 (see Fig. 5). Rather,

another 3/2 bistable valve (the mode selection valve 3g)
and a 3/2 monostable valve (the activation valve 3c) are
added to the input of the main bistable valve 5.
[0077] In this realization the drive operation is always
executed in the same position of the main bistable valve
5 (as shown e.g. in Fig. 5) regardless of whether it is
operated with driver or without. The added 3/2 bistable
valve 3g serves therefore as a mode selector between:
(i) the public road operation mode in its connecting po-
sition (with two safe states according to the last position
of the 3/2 bistable valve 5), and (ii) the low speed closed
track operation mode in its exhaust position (lower posi-
tion) with a fixed parked safe state, where the 3/2 mon-
ostable valve 3c is also activated during the autonomous
drive operation. In case a malfunction occurs, the 3/2
valve 3c is again released resulting in a safe parked po-
sition. An additional feature of this solution is that trailer
control line 29.1 is also released (trailer brake activated)
in the safe failure state (in mode (ii)) of autonomous driv-
ing. However, the trailer is not braked if the vehicle is
parked in public road operation mode (in mode (i)).
[0078] Fig. 6 depicts another embodiment of a park
braking system including the apparatus as described with
Fig. 1B, which differs from the embodiment of Fig. 5 by
substituting the 3/2 monostable valve by a 2/2 valve as
activation valve 3c.
[0079] In detail, in the embodiment of Fig. 6, the valve
unit 3 comprises again a mode selection valve 3g and
an activation valve 3c connected via a connection line
3f. The mode selection valve 3g is operable, in a first
mode, to connect the first terminal 5a of the bistable valve
5 with the pressure supply terminal 1 and, in a second
mode, to connect the first terminal 5a of the bistable valve
5 with the connection line 3f. The activation valve 3c is
operable, if no autonomous operation signal is received,
to connect the connection line 3f with the pressure sink
20 and, upon reception of the autonomous operation sig-
nal, to disconnect the connection line 3f from the pressure
sink 20.
[0080] Thus, Fig. 6 depicts a schematic of an electron-
ically controlled park brake for commercial vehicles with
a 2/2 monostable valve (as the activation valve 3c) and
a 3/2 bistable valve (as the mode selection valve 3g) as
extension for backup automatic parking.
[0081] Fig. 7 depicts another embodiment of a park
braking system including the apparatus as described with
Fig. 1B, which differs from the embodiment of Fig. 6 by
adding an additional 2/2 valve (the pressure supply valve
3e).
[0082] In detail, the valve unit 3 comprises now the
pressure supply valve 3e arranged between the connec-
tion line 3f and the pressure supply terminal 1. The pres-
sure supply valve 3e is operable, upon reception of the
autonomous operation signal, to connect the pressure
supply terminal 1 with the connection line 3f, and, when
no autonomous operation signal is received, to discon-
nect the connection line 3f from the pressure supply ter-
minal 1.
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[0083] Therefore, in the embodiment of Fig. 7 the elec-
tronically controlled park brake for commercial vehicles
comprises two 2/2 monostable (the activation valve 3c
and the pressure supply valve 3e) and a 3/2 bistable valve
(the mode selection valve 3g) as extension for backup
automatic parking. During the low speed autonomous
vehicle operation both are activated, and in case of a
malfunction both are released, e.g. at the same time.
[0084] Again, Fig. 6 depicts a simplified version of the
schematic shown in Fig. 7 where the 2/2 load valve (the
pressure supply valve 3e) is omitted.
[0085] The control of the bistable valves (3d and 5)
shown in Figs. 2-7 can be implemented in different ways:
in an electromagnetic (solenoid) way, in an electrome-
chanical (electric motor) way, in a pneumatic way, etc.
In addition, in further embodiments of the systems de-
picted in Fig. 2 to 7 other optional components may be
present so the shown components may not be directly
connected or directly coupled, but only via the non-shown
optional components.
[0086] The activation valves 3c defined in all embodi-
ments should be understood in very broad terms in that
it can be any means suitable to provide the defined func-
tion to be activated upon receiving the automatic opera-
tion signal. If this signal is not present, they may go au-
tomatically in the safe state without needing a controlled
actuation (e.g. driven by springs).
[0087] Fig. 8 depicts a flow chart defining a method for
providing a control of a pneumatic park brake actuation
of a vehicle operable to tow a trailer. The method com-
prises the steps of: supplying S110 pressured air; pro-
viding S120 an autonomous operation signal indicating
a desired autonomous operation mode of the vehicle,
receiving S130 the autonomous operation signal; upon
reception of the autonomous operation signal, providing
S140 pressured air for a braking unit of truck and trailer;
and exhausting S150 a braking unit of truck and trailer,
when an error signal is received.
[0088] Further, it is to be understood that the disclosure
of multiple steps or functions disclosed in the specifica-
tion or claims may not be construed as to be within the
specific order. Therefore, the disclosure of multiple acts
or functions will not limit these to a particular order unless
such acts or functions are not interchangeable for tech-
nical reasons. Furthermore, in some examples a single
act may include or may be broken into multiple sub acts.
Such sub acts may be included and part of the disclosure
of this single act unless explicitly excluded.
[0089] Further advantageous embodiments of the
present invention relate to a commercial vehicle which
comprises: a single circuit electronically controlled serv-
ice brake system, furthermore a single circuit electroni-
cally controlled parking brake system and is character-
ized in that the parking brake system improves the fail
safe mode of the brake system. In yet another embodi-
ment the commercial vehicle is characterized in that the
parking brake system has two operation modes, where
in the first one the safe state is determined by the last

position of parking brake (driving or parking positions)
and in the second one the safe state is always a fixed
parked position whenever a malfunction occurs.
[0090] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is characterized in that the parking brake is actuated
by spring brake and released by compressed air.
[0091] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is further characterized in that the parking brake
system comprises a 3/2 valve 3c connected to the ex-
haust port of the 3/2 bistable valve 5 (as depicted in Fig.
2).
[0092] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is characterized in that the parking brake system
comprises another 2/2 valve 3d connected to the exhaust
port of the 3/2 bistable valve 5 (as depicted in Fig. 3).
[0093] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is further characterized in that the parking brake
system comprises a 2/2 valves 3c connected to the ex-
haust port of the 3/2 bistable valve 5 (as depicted in Fig.
4).
[0094] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is further characterized in that the parking brake
system comprises a 3/2 bistable valve 3g that enables
to select between two operation modes, where the 3/2
bistable valve 3g is connected to the input of the 3/2 bist-
able valve 5, and additionally comprises a 3/2 monosta-
ble valve 3c (as depicted in Fig. 5).
[0095] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is further characterized in that the parking brake
system comprises another 2/2 valve 3e connected to the
exhaust port of the 3/2 bistable valve 3g (as depicted in
Fig. 6).
[0096] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is further characterized in that the parking brake
system comprises a 3/2 bistable valve 3g that enables
to select between two operation modes, where the 3/2
bistable valve 3g is connected to the input of the 3/2 bist-
able valve 5, and additionally comprises a 2/2 monosta-
ble valves 3c (as depicted in Fig. 7).
[0097] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is further characterized in that the bistable valves
3g and 5 is implemented in electromagnetic (solenoid)
way.
[0098] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is further characterized in that the bistable valves
3g and 5 are implemented in an electromechanical (elec-
tric motor) way.
[0099] In yet another embodiment the commercial ve-
hicle is further characterized in that the bistable valves
3g and 5 is implemented in a pneumatic way.
[0100] It will be understood that when an element is
referred to as being "connected" or "coupled" to another
element, it can be directly connected or coupled to the
other element or intervening elements may be present.
In contrast, when an element is referred to as being "di-
rectly connected" or "directly coupled" to another ele-
ment, there are no intervening elements present. Other
words used to describe the relationship between ele-
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ments should be interpreted in a like fashion (e.g., "be-
tween" versus "directly between," "adjacent" versus "di-
rectly adjacent," etc.).
[0101] The description and drawings merely illustrate
the principles of the disclosure. It will thus be appreciated
that those skilled in the art will be able to devise various
arrangements that, although not explicitly described or
shown herein, embody the principles of the disclosure
and are included within its scope.
[0102] Furthermore, while each embodiment may
stand on its own as a separate example, it is to be noted
that in other embodiments the defined features can be
combined differently, i.e. a particular feature descripted
in one embodiment may also be realized in other embod-
iments. Such combinations are covered by the disclosure
herein unless it is stated that a specific combination is
not intended.

List of reference signs

[0103]

1 pressure supply terminal
3a load valve
3b exhaust valve
3c activation valve
3d,3e pressure supply valves
3f connection line
3g mode selection valve
4.2 service brake terminal
5 bistable valve
5a first terminal
5b second terminal
5c third terminal
8 select high valve
9 relay valve unit
10 control unit
20 pressure sink
28 spring brake terminal
29.2 trailer control line
29.1 further trailer control line
30 pressure sensor unit(s)
51 first stable position
51 second stable position

Claims

1. An apparatus for controlling a pneumatic park brake
actuation of a vehicle operable to tow a trailer, the
apparatus comprising:

a pressure supply terminal (1) to supply pres-
sured air;
a control line (28) configured to provide pres-
sured air for spring brake actuators of the vehi-
cle;
a trailer control line (29.2) configured to provide

pressured air for a trailer braking unit of the ve-
hicle;
a control unit (10) configured to provide an au-
tonomous operation signal indicating a desired
autonomous vehicle operation mode;
a bistable valve (5) with a first terminal (5a), a
second terminal (5b) and a third terminal (5c),
the third terminal (5c) being connectable to park-
ing brake actuators (28) and to the trailer control
line (29.2), the bistable valve (5) being switcha-
ble in a first stable position (51) where the first
terminal (5a) is connected with the third terminal
(5c) and in a second stable position (52) where
the second terminal (5b) is connected with the
third terminal (5c),
characterized by
a valve unit (3) coupled to the bistable valve (5),
to a pressure sink (20) and to the pressure sup-
ply terminal (1) and configured to receive the
autonomous operation signal, the valve unit (3)
being operable:

- to connect the first terminal (5a) with the
pressure supply terminal (1),
- to connect the second terminal (5b) with a
pressure sink (20), when no autonomous
operation signal is received, and
- upon reception of the autonomous opera-
tion signal, to interrupt the connection be-
tween the second terminal (5b) and the
pressure sink (20).

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
valve unit (3) comprises an activation valve (3c) with
a first terminal connected to the pressure supply ter-
minal (1), a second terminal connected to the pres-
sure sink (20) and a third terminal connected to the
second terminal (5b) of the bistable valve (5),
the activation valve (3c) being operable to connect
its third terminal to its second terminal, when no au-
tonomous operation signal is received, and, upon
reception of the autonomous operation signal, to
connect its first terminal with its third terminal.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
valve unit (3) comprises an activation valve (3c) ar-
ranged between the second terminal (5b) of the bist-
able valve (5) and the pressure sink (20),
the activation valve (3c) being operable to connect
the pressure sink (20) with the second terminal (5b)
of the bistable valve (5), when no autonomous op-
eration signal is received, and, upon reception of the
autonomous operation signal, to disconnect the sec-
ond terminal (5b) of the bistable valve (5) from the
pressure sink (20).

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the
valve unit (3) further comprises a pressure supply
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valve (3d) arranged between the second terminal
(5b) of the bistable valve (5) and the pressure supply
terminal (1),
the pressure supply valve (3d) being operable, upon
reception of the autonomous operation signal, to
connect the pressure supply terminal (1) with the
second terminal (5b), and, when no autonomous op-
eration signal is received, to disconnect the second
terminal (5b) of the bistable valve (5) from the pres-
sure supply terminal (1).

5. An apparatus for controlling a pneumatic park brake
actuation of a vehicle which is suitable to tow a trailer,
the apparatus comprising:

a pressure supply terminal (1) to supply pres-
sured air;
a control line (28) configured to provide pres-
sured air for spring brake actuators of the vehi-
cle;
a trailer control line (29.2) configured to provide
pressured air for a trailer braking unit of the ve-
hicle;
a control unit (10) configured to provide an au-
tonomous operation signal indicating a desired
autonomous vehicle operation mode;
a bistable valve (5) with a first terminal (5a), a
second terminal (5b) connected to a pressure
sink (20) and a third terminal (3c), the third ter-
minal (5c) being connectable to the trailer control
line (29.2), the bistable valve (5) being switcha-
ble in a first stable position (51) where the first
terminal (5a) is connected with the third terminal
(5c) and in a second stable position (52) where
the second terminal (5b) is connected with the
third terminal (5c),
characterized by
a valve unit (3) coupled to the bistable valve (5),
to the pressure sink (20) and to the pressure
supply terminal (1) and configured to receive the
autonomous operation signal, the valve unit (3)
being operable:

- upon reception of the autonomous opera-
tion signal, to establish a connection be-
tween the first terminal (5a) of the bistable
valve (5) with the pressure supply terminal
(1) and
- if no autonomous operation signal is re-
ceived, to connect the first terminal (5a) with
the pressure sink (20).

6. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the
valve unit (3) comprises a mode selection valve (3g)
and an activation valve (3c), which are connected
via a connection line (3f),
the mode selection valve (3g) being bistable and op-
erable, in a first mode when no autonomous opera-

tion signal is received, to connect the first terminal
(5a) of the bistable valve (5) with the pressure supply
terminal (1) and, in a second mode when the auton-
omous operation signal is received, to connect the
first terminal (5a) of the bistable valve (5) with the
connection line (3f),
the activation valve (3c) being operable, upon recep-
tion of the autonomous operation signal, to connect
the pressure supply terminal (1) with the connection
line (3f) and, if no autonomous operation signal is
received, to connect the pressure sink (20) with the
connection line (3f).

7. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the
valve unit (3) comprises a mode selection valve (3g)
and an activation valve (3c) connected via a connec-
tion line (3f),
the mode selection valve (3g) being bistable and op-
erable, in a first mode when no autonomous opera-
tion signal is received, to connect the first terminal
(5a) of the bistable valve (5) with the pressure supply
terminal (1) and, in a second mode when the auton-
omous operation signal is received, to connect the
first terminal (5a) of the bistable valve (5) with the
connection line (3f),
the activation valve (3c) being operable, if no auton-
omous operation signal is received, to connect the
connection line (3f) with the pressure sink (20) and,
upon reception of the autonomous operation signal,
to disconnect the connection line (3f) from the pres-
sure sink (20).

8. The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the
valve unit (3) further comprises a pressure supply
valve (3e) arranged between the connection line (3f)
and the pressure supply terminal (1),
the pressure supply valve (3e) being operable, upon
reception of the autonomous operation signal, to
connect the pressure supply terminal (1) with the
connection line (3f), and, when no autonomous op-
eration signal is received, to disconnect the connec-
tion line (3f) from the pressure supply terminal (1).

9. The apparatus according to one of the preceding
claims, wherein the valve unit (3) further comprises
a load valve (3a) and an exhaust valve (3b), the con-
trol unit (10) being operable to provide an exhaust
signal for exhausting the bistable valve (5),
the load valve (3a) being operable, upon reception
of the exhaust signal, to disconnect the pressure
supply terminal (1) from the first terminal (5a) of the
bistable valve (5),
the exhaust valve (3b) being operable, upon recep-
tion of the exhaust signal, to connect the first terminal
(5a) of the bistable valve (5) with the pressure sink
(20).

10. The apparatus according to one of the preceding
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claims, further comprising a further trailer control line
(29.1), the further trailer control line (29.1) being con-
nected to the first terminal (5a) of the bistable valve
(5).

11. The apparatus according to one of the preceding
claims, further comprising a select high valve (8), a
relay valve unit (9), a spring brake terminal (28) con-
nectable to a spring brake cylinder of the vehicle and
a service brake terminal (4.2) connectable to a serv-
ice brake of the vehicle,
the select high valve (8) being arranged between the
third terminal (5c) of the bistable valve (5) and the
service brake terminal (4.2) and comprises an outlet,
the select high valve (8) being operable to provide
to the outlet selectively pressured air from the third
terminal (5c) of the bistable valve (5) or pressured
air from the service brake terminal (4.2) dependent
upon which of the pressured air comprises a higher
air pressure,
the relay valve unit (9) providing an air connection
between the pressure supply terminal (1) and the
spring brake terminal (28) and comprising a control
inlet, the control inlet being connected to the outlet
of the select high valve (8), the relay valve unit (9)
being operable to modulate an air pressure supplied
to the spring brake terminal (28) depending on an
air pressure present at the control inlet.

12. The apparatus according to claim 11, further com-
prising a controllable valve unit (7) with a first terminal
being connected to the first terminal (5a) of the bist-
able valve (5), a second terminal being connected
to the pressure sink (20), a third terminal being con-
nected to the third terminal (5c) of the bistable valve
(5), and a fourth terminal being connected to the trail-
er control line (29.2),
the controllable valve unit (7) being operable, in a
first mode, to provide an air pressure at the trailer
control line (29.2) which is a larger one of an air pres-
sure at the first terminal (5a) and an air pressure at
the third terminal (5c) and, in a second mode of op-
eration, to provide the air pressure of the third termi-
nal (5c) of the bistable valve (5) to the trailer control
line (29.2) independently of the air pressure at the
first terminal (5a) of the bistable valve (5), wherein
the control unit (10) is configured to control the first
mode and the second mode.

13. The apparatus according to one of the preceding
claims, further comprising at least one pressure sen-
sor unit (30), the at least one pressure sensor unit
(30) being operable to measure a pressure at the
first terminal (5a) of the bistable valve (5) and/or to
measure a pressure at the second terminal of the
relay valve unit (9).

14. The apparatus according to one of the preceding

claims, wherein the bistable valve (5) and/or the bist-
able mode selection valve (3g) are one of the follow-
ing: an electromagnetically controlled valve, an elec-
tromechanically controlled valve, and a pneumati-
cally controlled valve, wherein the control unit (10)
is configured to control the bistable valve (5) and/or
the mode selection valve (3g).

15. A parking brake system of a commercial vehicle with
an apparatus according to one of the preceding
claims.

16. A method for providing for controlling a pneumatic
park brake actuation of a vehicle operable to tow a
trailer, the method comprising:

supplying (S110) pressured air;
providing (S120) an autonomous operation sig-
nal indicating a desired autonomous vehicle op-
eration mode,
characterized by
receiving (S130) the autonomous operation sig-
nal;
upon reception of the autonomous operation
signal, providing (S140) pressured air for a brak-
ing unit of the vehicle and the trailer;
exhausting (S150) a braking unit of the vehicle
and the trailer, when an error signal is received.
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