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(57) A wire splicing device includes: a holding base
which is provided with a wire accommodation groove
having a width, the wire accommodation groove being
configured to accommodate a plurality of wires; a press-
ing plate which is positioned above the holding base; a
heating body which is positioned above the pressing
plate and includes a heating member; a first driver which
drives the holding base and the pressing plate toward or
away from one another; and a second driver which drives
the holding base and the heating body toward or away
from one another, in which the pressing plate which is
driven toward the holding base by the first driver presses
together the plurality of wires accommodated in the wire
accommodation groove with solder interposed therebe-
tween, and the heating body which is driven toward the
holding base by the second driver presses together and
heats, via the pressing plate, the plurality of wires ac-
commodated in the wire accommodation groove with sol-
der therebetween.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a wire splicing
device, a wire splicing method, and a method for manu-
facturing a splice structure.
[0002] Priority is claimed on Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2013-112141, filed May 28, 2013, the content of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND ART

[0003] In order to use a wire such as a superconducting
wire in a device, there is an increasing demand for a
connection technique for connecting wires with solder.
For example, PTL 1 discloses a connection device 100
which connects superconducting wires together (see
FIG. 5). The connection device 100 includes a lower
pressing and heating plate 101B provided with a wire
accommodation groove 102 having substantially the
same width as that of a wire, and an upper pressing and
heating plate 101A provided with a protrusion 112A hav-
ing a slightly smaller width than that of the wire accom-
modation groove 102, and is configured so that the open-
ing of the lower pressing and heating plate 101B is cov-
ered with the upper pressing and heating plate 101A by
an opening and closing mechanism 108 and thus heating
and pressing can be performed on the wire. When the
wires are bonded together, the end portions of the wires
are accommodated in the wire accommodation groove
102 in an overlapping manner with solder interposed
therebetween, and as pressing together and heating are
performed by the lower pressing and heating plate 101B
and the upper pressing and heating plate 101A, the sol-
der is melted to connect the superconducting wires.
[0004] Since the connection device 100 is used, an
operator does not need to melt the solder by using a
soldering iron in order to connect the superconducting
wires. That is, it is possible to form a splice structure that
exhibits stable connection performance regardless of the
skill of the operator.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0005] [PTL 1] Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion, First Publication No. 2011-3382

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0006] In the connection device 100 described in PTL
1, heat and pressure are applied to the wires by the pair
of heating and pressing plates 101A and 101B provided
with both a heating member and a pressing unit. There-

fore, in a case where the connection device 100 is used,
there is a need to cool the heating member (for example,
a heater) itself in order to solidify the solder at the con-
nection portion. Therefore, a long time is needed to make
the connection. In addition, when a connection operation
is continuously performed using the same device, the
cooled heater needs to be re-heated, and thus a long
time is needed to sufficiently heat up the heater. There-
fore, there is a problem in that the production efficiency
is poor.
[0007] The present invention has been made taking
the foregoing circumstances into consideration, and an
object thereof is to provide a wire splicing device which
enables connection of wires that exhibit stable perform-
ance with high production efficiency, a wire splicing meth-
od, and a method for manufacturing a splice structure.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0008] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a wire splicing device including: a
holding base which is provided with a wire accommoda-
tion groove having a width, the wire accommodation
groove being configured to accommodate a plurality of
wires; a pressing plate which is positioned above the
holding base; a heating body which is positioned above
the pressing plate and includes a heating member; a first
driver which drives the holding base and the pressing
plate toward or away from one another; and a second
driver which drives the holding base and the heating body
toward or away from one another, in which the pressing
plate which is driven toward the holding base by the first
driver presses together the plurality of wires accommo-
dated in the wire accommodation groove with solder in-
terposed therebetween, and the heating body which is
driven toward the holding base by the second driver
presses together and heats, via the pressing plate, the
plurality of wires accommodated in the wire accommo-
dation groove with solder therebetween.
[0009] In the wire splicing device according to the first
aspect, the pressing plate which presses a connection
portion of the wires and the heating body which heats
the connection portion are separately provided, and the
pressing plate and the heating body can be separately
driven toward and separated from the connection portion
of the wires by the first driver and the second driver.
Therefore, the connection portion of the wires is heated
by the heating body via the pressing plate so as to melt
the solder, the heating body is thereafter separated from
the pressing plate (that is, separated from the wires) while
continuing to be pressed by the pressing plate, and heat-
ing of the wires can be immediately stopped. Accordingly,
the wires are not continuously heated until the heating
body has been cooled, and the time required to solidify
the solder is reduced. Therefore, the time needed to
make the connection is reduced.
[0010] The wire splicing device according to the first
aspect can be used to connect tape-like superconducting
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wires represented by a Bi-based or RE-123-based su-
perconducting wire. There may be a case where the su-
perconducting properties of the superconducting wires
may deteriorate due to heat. However, the wire splicing
device according to the first aspect can limit the deterio-
ration of the superconducting wires by reducing the heat-
ing time. In addition, there may be a case where a pro-
tection layer made of silver or a silver alloy is provided
on the outer periphery of the superconducting wire. The
protection layer functions as a bypass in a case where
the superconducting state of the superconducting wire
has collapsed, and thus preferably has low resistance.
When the heating time during the connection is length-
ened, solder in the protection layer diffuses and may form
an alloy of solder and silver. The alloy of solder and silver
has high electrical resistance and does not allow func-
tions as bypasses to be sufficiently exhibited. The wire
splicing device according to the first aspect can limit the
diffusion of the solder to the protection layer by reducing
the heating time.
[0011] In the wire splicing device according to the first
aspect, since heating the connection portion of the wires
is started or stopped by bringing the heating body into
contact with the pressing plate or separating it therefrom,
the heating body can always be held at a temperature at
which the solder melts. Therefore, in a case where a sub-
sequent connection operation is consecutively per-
formed, the heating body does not need to be re-heated,
and the time it takes to increase the temperature of the
heating body to a temperature at which the solder is melt-
ed can be reduced.
[0012] Furthermore, a plate-like pressing plate has a
large surface area, has high heat dissipation properties,
and thus can quickly reduce the temperature of the con-
nection portion, and thereby reduce the time needed to
solidify the solder. That is, the production efficiency can
be improved.
[0013] In addition, in the first aspect, the holding base
may be made of an insulating material.
[0014] In this case, since the holding base is made of
the insulating material, an increase in the temperature of
the holding base is suppressed even when a bonding
portion of the wires is heated, and thus the solidification
of the solder is not impeded during cooling, and thereby
the production efficiency is increased.
[0015] In addition, the wire splicing device in the first
aspect may further include a cooling member which cools
the pressing plate.
[0016] In the case where the cooling member which
cools the pressing plate is included, in a state where the
heating body is separated from the pressing plate after
the solder is melted, the pressing plate can be rapidly
cooled. Therefore, the time needed to solidify the solder
of the connection portion is reduced, and thereby the
production efficiency is increased.
[0017] In addition, in the first aspect, the first driver may
be a first air cylinder which raises and lowers the pressing
plate (moves the pressing plate up and down), and the

second driver may be a second air cylinder which raises
and lowers the heating body (moves the heating body up
and down).
[0018] Since the air cylinders are used as the first driver
and the second driver, the wires can be pressed together
at a predetermined pressure, and thus the breaking of
the wires can be limited.
[0019] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a wire splicing method includ-
ing: disposing an end portion of a tape-like first wire and
an end portion of a tape-like second wire in a holding
base in an overlapping manner via solder (wire disposing
process), pressing a heating body to the first wire and
the second wire via a pressing plate, and pressing to-
gether and heating the first wire and the second wire so
as to melt the solder (pressing together and heating proc-
ess); and keeping the first wire and the second wire
pressed together using the pressing plate, separating the
heating body from the pressing plate, and cooling the
pressing plate to solidify the solder, and thereby connect
the first wire and the second wire together (cooling proc-
ess).
[0020] According to a third aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a wire splicing method including:
disposing a tape-like first wire and a tape-like second
wire in a holding base so that an end portion of the first
wire and an end portion of the second wire oppose each
other; disposing solder to straddle the first wire and the
second wire; disposing a connection wire on the solder
(wire disposing process); pressing a heating body to the
first wire, the second wire, and the connection wire via a
pressing plate, and pressing together and heating the
first wire, the second wire, and the connection wire so as
to melt the solder (pressing together and heating proc-
ess); and keeping the first wire, the second wire, and the
connection wire pressed together using the pressing
plate, separating the heating body from the pressing
plate, and cooling the pressing plate to solidify the solder,
and thereby connect the first wire and the second wire
together (cooling process).
[0021] According to the wire splicing method according
to the second or third aspect, since the wire splicing de-
vice is used, connection of wires that exhibit stable per-
formance is enabled with high production efficiency.
[0022] In addition, in the second or the third aspect,
the first wire and the second wire may be superconduct-
ing wires.
[0023] In addition, in the third aspect, the first wire, the
second wire, and the connection wire may be supercon-
ducting wires.
[0024] In this case, heat is not excessively applied to
the superconducting wires, and the first wire and the sec-
ond wire can be connected together by being heated for
a short amount of time. Therefore, deterioration in the
properties of the superconducting wires during the con-
nection can be limited.
[0025] In a fourth aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a method for manufacturing a splice structure
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including: disposing an end portion of a tape-like first wire
and an end portion of a tape-like second wire in a holding
base in an overlapping manner via solder; pressing a
heating body to the first wire and the second wire via a
pressing plate, and pressing together and heating the
first wire and the second wire so as to melt the solder;
and keeping the first wire and the second wire pressed
together by the pressing plate, separating the heating
body from the pressing plate, and cooling the pressing
plate to solidify the solder, and thereby connect the first
wire and the second wire together.
[0026] In a fifth aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a method for manufacturing a splice structure
including: disposing a tape-like first wire and a tape-like
second wire in a holding base so that an end portion of
the first wire and an end portion of the second wire to
oppose each other; disposing solder to straddle the first
wire and the second wire; disposing a connection wire
on the solder; pressing a heating body to the first wire,
the second wire, and the connection wire via a pressing
plate, and pressing together and heating the first wire,
the second wire, and the connection wire so as to melt
the solder; and keeping the first wire, the second wire,
and the connection wire pressed together by the pressing
plate, separating the heating body from the pressing
plate, and cooling the pressing plate to solidify the solder,
and thereby connecting the first wire and the second wire
together.
[0027] In addition, in the fourth or the fifth aspect, the
first wire and the second wire may be superconducting
wires.
[0028] In addition, in the fifth aspect, the first wire, the
second wire, and the connection wire may be supercon-
ducting wires.
[0029] In this case, heat is not excessively applied to
the superconducting wires, and the first wire and the sec-
ond wire can be connected together by heating for a short
amount of time. Therefore, deterioration in the properties
of the superconducting wires during the connection can
be limited.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0030] According to the wire splicing device, the wire
splicing method, and the method for manufacturing a
splice structure according to the above aspects, the
pressing plate which presses together the connection
portion of the wires and the heating body which heats
the connection portion are separately provided, and the
pressing plate and the heating body can be separately
driven towards and separated from the connection por-
tion of the wires by the first driver and the second driver.
Therefore, the connection portions of the wires is heated
by the heating body via the pressing plate so as to melt
the solder, the heating body is thereafter separated from
the pressing plate (that is, separated from the wires) while
the pressing plate continues to press together the con-
nection portions of the wires, and heating of the wires

can be immediately stopped. Accordingly, the wires are
not continuously heated until the heating body is cooled ,
and the time required to solidify the solder is reduced.
Therefore, a time required to make the connection is re-
duced. Furthermore, the plate-like pressing plate has a
large surface area, has high heat dissipation properties,
and thus can quickly reduce the temperature of the con-
nection portion, and thereby reduce the time needed to
solidify the solder. That is, the production efficiency can
be improved.
[0031] In addition, according to the wire splicing de-
vice, the wire splicing method, and the method for man-
ufacturing a splice structure according to the above as-
pects, since heating the connection portion of the wires
is started or stopped by bringing the heating body in con-
tact with or separating the heating body from the pressing
plate, the heating body can be always held at a temper-
ature at which the solder is melted. Therefore, in a case
where a subsequent connection operation is consecu-
tively performed, the heating body does not need to be
re-heated, and the time it takes to increase the temper-
ature of the heating body to the temperature at which the
solder is melted can be reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0032]

FIG. 1A is a side view showing a wire splicing device
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 1B is a front view showing the wire splicing de-
vice according to the embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 2A is a view showing a first splice structure of
wires formed by the wire splicing device according
to the embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2B is a view showing a second splice structure
of wires formed by the wire splicing device according
to the embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a schematic sectional view of a connection
portion when the wires are connected together by
using the wire splicing device according to the em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 4A is a view showing the order in which the
wires are connected together by using the wire splic-
ing device according to the embodiment of the
present invention, and the wires to be connected be-
ing provided with solder interposed therebetween in
a wire accommodation groove of a holding base.
FIG. 4B is a view showing the order in which the
wires are connected together by using the wire splic-
ing device according to the embodiment of the
present invention, and a connection portion of the
wires being pressed by a pressing plate.
FIG. 4C is a view showing the order in which the
wires are connected together by using the wire splic-
ing device according to the embodiment of the
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present invention, and the connection portion of the
wires being heated by a heating body via the press-
ing plate to solidify the solder.
FIG. 4D is a view showing the order in which the
wires are connected together by using the wire splic-
ing device according to the embodiment of the
present invention, and the heating body being sep-
arated from the pressing plate so as to allow the
pressing plate to be cooled by an air-cooling fan.
FIG. 4E is a view showing the order in which the
wires are connected together by using the wire splic-
ing device according to the embodiment of the
present invention, and the solidification of the solder
being completed and the pressing plate being sep-
arated from the connection portion.
FIG. 5 shows an example of a wire splicing device
according to the related art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0033] Hereinafter, an embodiment of a wire splicing
device according to the present invention will be de-
scribed with reference to the drawings. There is a case
where, in the drawings referred to in the following de-
scription, featured parts are exaggerated in order to fa-
cilitate understanding thereof, and the dimensional ratios
and the like of constituent elements are not limited to
being the same as actual ones. In addition, the present
invention is not limited to the following embodiment.

(Wire splicing device)

[0034] FIGS. 1A and 1B show a side view and a front
view of a wire splicing device 1 according to the embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0035] The wire splicing device 1 includes a holding
base 7 on which wires to be connected are placed, a
pressing plate 5 disposed above the holding base 7, and
a heating body 4 further disposed above the pressing
plate 5.
[0036] The holding base 7 is a rectangular parallelepi-
ped-shaped base, and an upper surface 7b thereof is
formed in a substantially rectangular shape having a long
side in a direction coincident with the longitudinal direc-
tion of the wires to be connected. In the upper surface
7b, a wire accommodation groove 7a is formed to ac-
commodate the wires along the overall length of the hold-
ing base 7 in the longitudinal direction thereof. It is pref-
erable that the depth of the wire accommodation groove
7a be substantially the same as or greater than the sum
of the thicknesses of the overlapping portions of the pair
of wires to be connected and the thickness of the solder.
[0037] Since the width of the wire accommodation
groove 7a is substantially the same as the width of the
wire, by disposing the wires in an overlapping manner
with the solder interposed therebetween in the wire ac-
commodation groove 7a and allowing the solder to be
melted and solidified, a splice structure in which the wires

are not misaligned from each other can be formed. In
addition, the molten solder does not protrude from the
side surface of the wires. Therefore, the width dimen-
sions of the connection portion and non-connection por-
tions are not different from each other, and there is no
inconvenience during handling of the connection portion.
[0038] In addition, clamping mechanisms (not shown)
which hold the wires may also be provided in the vicinity
of both end portions of the wire accommodation groove
7a in the longitudinal direction thereof. In a case where
the clamping mechanisms are provided, the wires can
be held by the clamping mechanisms in a state where
the wires are disposed in the wire accommodation groove
7a. Therefore, misalignment of the wires in the longitu-
dinal direction thereof can be reliably limited, and thus a
portion (the connection portion) in which the wires over-
lap and are bonded together by the solder can be formed
of a predetermined length.
[0039] The pressing plate 5 is made of a thin plate ma-
terial formed in a rectangular shape having a long side
in the same direction as the long side of the upper surface
7b of the holding base 7, and is formed to be further
smaller than the upper surface 7b of the holding base 7.
[0040] An upper surface 5b of the pressing plate 5 is
formed to be flat to ensure a contact surface between
the upper surface 5b and a lower surface 4a of the heating
body 4 which is also formed to be flat.
[0041] In addition, the center portion of the lower sur-
face of the pressing plate 5 is provided with a rectangular
parallelepiped-shaped protrusion 5a having a slightly
smaller width than the width of the wire accommodation
groove 7a of the holding base 7. The protrusion 5a and
the wire accommodation groove 7a are configured to be
fitted with each other without causing misalignment in
position when the holding base 7 and the pressing plate
5 overlap each other.
[0042] In this embodiment, the height of the protrusion
5a is formed to be substantially the same as the depth
of the wire accommodation groove 7a. However, the
height is not particularly limited when the height is formed
such that the wires to be connected are accommodated
in the wire accommodation groove 7a with the solder
interposed therebetween and in this state, the upper sur-
faces of the wires of the connection portion can be
pressed.
[0043] In addition, in this embodiment, the length of
the protrusion 5a in the longitudinal direction thereof is a
length of about 2/3 of the overall length of the wire ac-
commodation groove 7a, and is not particularly limited
when the length is equal to or greater than the length of
the portion where the wires to be connected overlap each
other.
[0044] The heating body 4 disposed above the press-
ing plate 5 has a block shape of which the longitudinal
direction is a direction coincident with the longitudinal
direction of the pressing plate 5. The heating body 4 in-
cludes a heating member and thus can heat the solder
of the connection portion to its melting point or higher via
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the pressing plate 5. The configuration of the heating
member is not concerned as long as the heating member
is a device capable of heating the lower surface 4a of the
heating body 4 to the melting point of the solder or higher,
and a current-carrying type electric heater or the like may
be used. The lower surface 4a of the heating body 4 is
formed to be flat and is configured to transfer heat of the
heating body 4 by coming into surface contact with the
upper surface 5b of the pressing plate 5. The lower sur-
face 4a of the heating body 4 is configured to cover the
projection area of the protrusion 5a of the pressing plate
5, and accordingly, can immediately heat the connection
portion of the wires via the protrusion 5a.
[0045] First rods 2A that extend in a vertical direction
are respectively attached to two corners of the upper sur-
face 5b of the pressing plate 5 on one long side among
the four corners of the upper surface 5b. The pressing
plate 5 is held by the pair of first rods 2A and 2A. The
pair of first rods 2A and 2A are connected to a first air
cylinder (first driver) 2 by penetrating therethrough, and
the pressing plate 5 can be elevated in the vertical direc-
tion by the first air cylinder 2. In addition, since the pair
of first rods 2A and 2A are driven in synchronization with
each other, the pressing plate 5 performes parallel move-
ment in the vertical direction.
[0046] Similarly, second rods 3A that extend in the ver-
tical direction are respectively attached to the vicinities
of both end portions of the upper surface of the heating
body 4 in the longitudinal direction of the heating body
4. The heating body 4 is held by the pair of second rods
3A and 3A. The pair of second rods 3A and 3A are con-
nected to a second air cylinder (second driver) 3 by pen-
etrating therethrough, and the heating body 4 can be el-
evated in the vertical direction by the second air cylinder
3. In addition, since the pair of second rods 3A and 3A
are driven in synchronization with each other, the heating
body 4 performes parallel movement in the vertical di-
rection.
[0047] A tube (not shown) through which compressed
air is supplied is connected to the first air cylinder 2 and
the second air cylinder 3, and the first rods 2A and 2A or
the second rods 3A and 3A are driven in the vertical di-
rection by air pressure.
[0048] In addition, the first air cylinder 2 and the second
air cylinder 3 are fixed so that the relative distances from
the holding base 7 do not change, and fixing units are
omitted in FIGS. 1A and 1B.
[0049] An air-cooling fan (cooling member) 6 is in-
stalled on the long side edge portion of the upper surface
7b of the holding base 7 so as to avoid the movement
ranges of the pressing plate 5 and the heating body 4.
The air-cooling fan 6 is installed for the purpose of air-
cooling the pressing plate 5 in a state where the pressing
plate 5 is lowered to overlap the holding base 7, and is
configured to blow air toward the upper surface 5b of the
pressing plate 5 in the lowered state.
[0050] It is preferable that the blowing opening of the
air-cooling fan 6 is configured to have substantially the

same length as the long side length of the upper surface
5b of the pressing plate 5 so as to air-cool the entirety of
the upper surface 5b of the pressing plate 5.
[0051] The wire splicing device 1 of this embodiment
is schematically configured as described above. Herein-
after, each of the constituent parts of the wire splicing
device 1 will be described in more detail.
[0052] As the material of the holding base 7 which be-
comes the base on which the wires are disposed, an
insulating material which is made of ceramic or the like
and has low thermal conductivity and high insulating
properties is preferably used. Accordingly, an increase
in the temperature of the holding base 7 is suppressed,
and thus the solidification of the solder is not impeded,
and thereby increases production efficiency.
[0053] As the ceramic that can be used as the material
of the holding base 7, for example, a machineable ce-
ramic having high insulating properties and high
machinability, such as Macor and Photoveel (registered
trademarks), may be appropriately used.
[0054] The pressing plate 5 exhibits a function of sup-
pressing misalignment between the wires to be connect-
ed in the longitudinal direction of the wires (clamping
function) and a function of transferring heat of the heating
body 4 to the bonding portion of the wires. Therefore, it
is preferable that the pressing plate 5 has a strength with
which the connection portion of the wires can be suffi-
ciently pressed and has a material and a shape such that
heat from the heating body 4 can be sufficiently trans-
ferred to the connection portion of the wires.
[0055] In addition, the pressing plate 5 has a function
of accelerating the cooling of the solder of the bonding
portion of the wires by ensuring a heat dissipation area.
Therefore, it is preferable that the pressing plate 5 is
made of a material having high heat dissipation proper-
ties. Specifically, it is preferable that a metal material hav-
ing a thickness of 1 mm to 10 mm is used. As the metal
material, stainless steel or the like is used. Otherwise, a
material having a high thermal conductivity and heat
transfer coefficient, such as aluminum, copper, and an
alloy thereof, is appropriately used.
[0056] Since the pressing plate 5 is formed in a thin
plate shape, the surface area thereof can be large, and
thus the heat dissipation properties can be enhanced. In
addition, it is preferable that the pressing plate 5 is formed
as thin as possible. Accordingly, heat from the heating
body 4 can be efficiently transferred to the connection
portion of the wires, and the time needed for cooling can
also be shortened, and thereby accelerate the solidifica-
tion of the solder. That is, the production efficiency can
be enhanced.
[0057] For the purpose of enhancing heat transfer
properties, fins may be provided on the surface of the
pressing plate 5. By providing the fins on the surface, the
pressing plate 5 is more effectively cooled during the
cooling performed by the air-cooling fan 6, and thereby
accelerate the solidification of the solder. In the case of
providing the fins, fins are not formed on portions that
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come into contact with the heating body 4.
[0058] The pressing plate 5 preferably includes a tem-
perature measurement unit. The temperature measure-
ment unit is not particularly limited as long as the tem-
perature measurement unit can measure a temperature
near the melting point of the solder. As an example, a
thermocouple or the like may be employed.
[0059] Since the pressing plate 5 includes the temper-
ature measurement unit, the temperature of the connec-
tion portion of the wires, that is, the molten state of the
solder can be determined. Therefore, in a state where
the wires are pressed by the heating body 4 via the press-
ing plate 5, when it is determined that the solder is suffi-
ciently melted, the heating body 4 may be separated from
the pressing plate 5, and cooling of the connection portion
may be started. Furthermore, when it is determined that
the solder is sufficiently solidified, the pressing plate 5
may be separated from the wires, and a connection proc-
ess may be completed.
[0060] Similarly, the heating body 4 preferably includes
a temperature measurement unit. In addition, it is pref-
erable that a controller which controls the heating mem-
ber on the basis of the temperature measured by the
temperature measurement unit is provided.
[0061] Particularly, in a case where superconducting
wires are connected together, in order to prevent a tem-
perature (for example, 300°C or higher) at which super-
conducting properties deteriorate due to excessive heat-
ing of wires from being reached, the temperature meas-
urement unit and the controller are necessary. As the
temperature measurement unit, similarly to the temper-
ature measurement unit provided in the pressing plate
5, a thermocouple may be employed.
[0062] In the connection process, the connection por-
tion of the wires is pressed by only the pressing plate 5
or by both the pressing plate 5 and the heating body 4.
The pressing force applied to the connection portion
needs to be controlled so as not to break the wires. Par-
ticularly in the case of connecting the superconducting
wires, the pressing force is controlled (for example, to be
20 MPa or lower) such that the crystal structure of the
superconductor does not break. Since the wires can be
pressed at a predetermined pressure by using the air
cylinder as the driver, the breaking of the wires can be
suppressed. However, the driver is not limited to the air
cylinder, and other drivers such as motor driving may
also be employed. In this case, a controller for the press-
ing force is preferably provided.
[0063] In this embodiment, the pressing plate 5 and
the heating body 4 are configured to approach the holding
base 7 or be separated from the holding base 7 by being
raised and lowered by the first air cylinder 2 or the second
air cylinder 3. The holding base 7 may also be configured
to be provided with any driver so that the holding base 7
is elevated by the driver and the holding base 7 approach-
es and is separated from the pressing plate 5 and the
heating body 4.
[0064] The air-cooling fan (cooling member) 6 has a

role as a cooling member that cools the pressing plate 5
in a state where the pressing plate 5 overlaps the upper
surface 7b of the holding base 7. Since the cooling mem-
ber that cools the pressing plate 5 is provided, the press-
ing plate 5 can be rapidly cooled, and thus the time need-
ed to solidify the solder of the connection portion is re-
duced, and thereby the production efficiency is in-
creased.
[0065] As the cooling member, as well as the air-cool-
ing fan 6 used in this embodiment, a water-cooling type
cooling member may also be used.
[0066] It is preferable that, in the wire splicing device
1 in this embodiment, a storage unit (not shown) which
stores optimal connection conditions and a control device
(not shown) which controls a series of processes accord-
ing to the connection conditions stored in the storage unit
are built in. Accordingly, by setting the wires to be con-
nected in the wire splicing device 1 and inputting various
conditions, the connection process can be automatically
completed, and thereby stably, easily, and reliably per-
forming the connection of wires.

(Splice structure)

[0067] Next, the wires connected by the wire splicing
device 1 of this embodiment and a splice structure after
the connection will be described.
[0068] The wire splicing device 1 can be used for con-
nection of various wires as long as the wires are con-
nected by solder, and is particularly appropriately used
for connection of superconducting wires.
[0069] As the superconductor used for the supercon-
ducting wires, Bi2Sr2Ca2Cu3O10+δ (Bi2223) as a Bi-
based superconducting wire, REBa2Cu3O7-X (RE is a
rare-earth element) as an RE-123-based superconduct-
ing wire, or the like is known.
[0070] The Bi-based superconducting wire is manu-
factured to have a tape-like structure by a Powder In Tube
method (PIT method) so that a Bi-based superconducting
layer is in a state of being coated with an Ag sheath ma-
terial.
[0071] On the other hand, regarding the RE-123-based
superconducting wire, a structure is well known in which
an oxide superconducting layer is laminated on a tape-
like metal base with an intermediate layer therebetween
by a film formation method and a thin silver protection
layer is further formed on the oxide superconducting lay-
er. Moreover, a structure in which a metal tape made of
a metal material having good conductivity such as copper
is further laminated on the protection layer with a solder
layer therebetween to function as a stabilizing layer, or
the like is known.
[0072] The wire splicing device 1 is applied to the con-
nection of tape-like wires and is thus appropriately used
for the above-mentioned Bi-based superconducting wire
or the RE-123-based superconducting wire.
[0073] As the RE-123-based superconducting wire, for
example, one having a width of 10 mm and a thickness
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of about 0.1 mm is an exemplary example.
[0074] FIG. 2A shows a first splice structure 20 formed
by connecting a first wire 8 and a second wire 9, which
are a pair of tape-like wires, with solder 10. In the first
splice structure 20, portions in which an end portion 8a
of the first wire 8 and an end portion 9a of the second
wire 9 overlap each other, are bonded together by the
solder 10, and thereby form a connection portion 20a.
[0075] In a case where RE-123-based superconduct-
ing wires having a laminate structure are used as the first
wire 8 and the second wire 9 of the first splice structure
20, the superconducting wires are connected together
while the protection layers or stabilizing layers which are
the uppermost layers of the laminate structures face each
other, and thereby the connection portion 20a having low
electrical resistance can be formed.
[0076] In addition, when superconducting wires having
a width of 10 mm are connected, the lengths of portions
bonded together by the solder in the longitudinal direction
thereof are preferably 10 mm or greater.
[0077] FIG. 2B shows a second splice structure 21
formed by connecting a first wire 11 and a second wire
12, which are a pair of tape-like wires with a tape-like
connection wire 13.
[0078] In the second splice structure 21, an end portion
11 a of the first wire 11 and an end portion 12a of the
second wire 12 are disposed facing each other, and a
connection wire 13 is bridged to straddle the end portions.
Solder 14 is interposed between the first wire 11 and the
connection wire 13, and between the second wire 12 and
the connection wire 13, and these are bonded by the
solder 14, and thereby form a connection portion 21a.
[0079] In a case where RE-123-based superconduct-
ing wires having a laminate structure are used as the first
wire 11, the second wire 12, and the connection wire 13
of the second splice structure 21, the first wire 11 and
the second wire 12 are disposed so that the lamination
directions thereof are aligned with each other. Further-
more, the protection layer or stabilizing layer of the con-
nection wire 13 is disposed to face the protection layers
or stabilizing layers of the first wire 11 and the second
wire 12 and the protection layers or stabilizing layers,
and they are connected together by the solder. Accord-
ingly, the connection portion 21a having low electrical
resistance can be configured.
[0080] Otherwise, a metal wire may also be configured
as the connection wire 13 while the superconducting
wires are used as the first wire 11 and the second wire 12.
[0081] The form of the solder 10 and 14 used in the
first splice structure 20 and the second splice structure
21 before being melted may be any of a line form, a tape
form, and a paste form. As the solder 10 and 14, a well-
known solder may be used. For example, In solder having
In as a primary component, Sn, Sn solder made of an
alloy having Sn as a primary component such as an Sn-
Ag-based alloy, an Sn-Bi-based alloy, an Sn-Cu-based
alloy, and an Sn-Zn-based alloy, Pb-Sn-based alloy sol-
der, eutectic solder, low temperature solder, or the like

may be employed. These solders may be used singly or
in a combination of two or more types thereof. Among
these, a solder having a melting point of 300°C or lower
is preferably used.
[0082] There may be a case where the superconduct-
ing properties of the superconducting wires may deteri-
orate due to an effect of heat. Particularly in a case where
the melting point of the solder is 300°C or higher, the
wires are heated to 300°C or higher. Accordingly, in a
case of connecting the superconducting wires together,
there is concern that the superconducting properties
thereof may deteriorate.
[0083] FIG. 3 is a schematic sectional view of the con-
nection portion in a case where the above-described first
splice structure 20 is formed by the wire splicing device
1 of this embodiment.
[0084] The second wire 9, the solder 10, and the first
wire 8 are accommodated in the wire accommodation
groove 7a of the holding base 7 in this order, and the
connection portion 20a is pressed by the protrusion 5a
of the pressing plate 5 from above, and is heated by the
heating body 4 (see FIGS. 1A and 1B) so as to melt the
solder 10. Furthermore, the heating body 4 is separated
from the pressing plate 5 to solidify the solder 10, and
thereby form the first splice structure 20.
[0085] In addition, in a method for forming the second
splice structure 21, the first wire 11 and the second wire
12 are disposed in the wire accommodation groove 7a
so that the end portion 11a of the first wire 11 and the
end portion 12a of the second wire 12 face each other,
and the solder 14 is disposed to straddle the first wire 11
and the second wire 12. The connection wire 13 is dis-
posed and accommodated on the solder 14 and is
pressed and heated by the pressing plate 5 and the heat-
ing body 4 from above so as to melt and solidify the solder,
and thereby form the second splice structure 21 de-
scribed above.

(Connection Order)

[0086] Next, an operation order of the wire splicing de-
vice 1 during the connection of the wires using the wire
splicing device 1 will be described in detail with reference
to FIGS. 4A to 4E.
[0087] First, the wire splicing device 1 is powered on
and heats the heating body 4 to increase the temperature
of the lower surface 4a of the heating body 4 to a prede-
termined temperature (a temperature of equal to or high-
er than the melting point of the solder). In this initial state,
the heating body 4 and the pressing plate 5 may be dis-
posed to be separated from each other or to be in contact
with each other. In a case where the heating body 4 and
the pressing plate 5 are disposed to be in contact with
each other, the pressing plate 5 may be pre-heated and
further accelerates the melting of the solder, which is
preferable.
[0088] Next, as shown in FIG. 4A, a pair of wires to be
connected are accommodated in an overlapping manner
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in the wire accommodation groove 7a of the holding base
7 (wire disposing process). At this time, solder is inter-
posed between the overlapping portions. The pair of
overlapping wires and the solder before being melted are
called a pre-connection wire 20A.
[0089] In addition, in FIG. 4A, for ease of understand-
ing, a gap is formed between the vertical wall of the wire
accommodation groove 7a and the side surface of the
wire. However, since the width of the groove and the
width of the wire are substantially the same, such a gap
is not formed.
[0090] Next, as shown in FIG. 4B, the first rods 2A and
the pressing plate 5 are lowered by the first air cylinder
2 such that the pressing plate 5 overlaps the holding base
7. In this state, the upper surface of the pre-connection
wire 20A is pressed by the protrusion 5a of the pressing
plate 5, and thereby preventing misalignment between
the wires of the pre-connection wire 20A (see FIG. 3).
[0091] Next, as shown in FIG. 4C, the second rods 3A
and the heating body 4 are lowered by the second air
cylinder 3 such that the lower surface 4a of the heating
body 4 and the upper surface 5b of the pressing plate 5
come into contact with each other. Accordingly, heat of
the heating body 4 is transferred to the pressing plate 5
and is further transferred to the pre-connection wire 20A
from the protrusion 5a of the pressing plate 5 so as to
melt the solder.
[0092] When the solder is melted, the heating body 4
presses the upper surface 5b of the pressing plate 5 by
the second air cylinder 3. Therefore, in a state where the
pre-connection wire 20A is pressed by not only the press-
ing plate 5 but also the heating body 4, the solder is melt-
ed (pressing and heating process).
[0093] The pair of overlapping wires and the molten
solder is called a molten solder wire 20B.
[0094] In this embodiment, the pressing plate 5 and
the heating body 4 are separately lowed as shown in
FIGS. 4B and 4C. However, they may also be simulta-
neously lowered.
[0095] Next, as shown in FIG. 4D, the second rods 3A
and the heating body 4 are raised by the second air cyl-
inder 3. At this time, the pressing plate 5 stays on the
holding base 7 and continuously presses the upper sur-
face of the molten solder wire 20B until the solder solid-
ifies. In addition, by cooling the upper surface 5b of the
pressing plate 5 using the air-cooling fan 6, the temper-
ature of the pressing plate 5 is reduced, and the solidifi-
cation of the solder is accelerated. Since the connection
portion of the wires is continuously pressed until the sol-
der solidifies, excess solder does not partially remain in
the connection portion, and a well-finished connection
portion can be achieved.
[0096] The raised heating body 4 and the pressing
plate 5 that stays on the holding base 7 are separated
from each other at a sufficient distance at which radiant
heat from the heating body 4 is not transferred to the
pressing plate 5.
[0097] When the pressing plate 5 is sufficiently cooled

to a predetermined temperature, the molten solder of the
molten solder wire 20B solidifies (cooling process).
[0098] When the pressing plate 5 reaches a predeter-
mined temperature or when a predetermined time has
elapsed after cooling is started, the fan is stopped. Fur-
thermore, as shown in FIG. 4E, the first rods 2A and the
pressing plate 5 are raised by the first air cylinder 2. Ac-
cordingly, the splice structure can be formed, and the
splice structure is removed (removing process) to be ap-
plied to various products.
[0099] In addition, the heating body 4 of the wire splic-
ing device 1 is held at a temperature at which the solder
can be melted, and thus a subsequent wire connection
operation can be immediately performed.
[0100] In addition, in the method for forming the second
splice structure 21, the first wire 11 and the second wire
12 are disposed in the wire accommodation groove 7a
so that the end portion 11a of the first wire 11 and the
end portion 12a of the second wire 12 face each other,
and the solder 14 is disposed to straddle the first wire 11
and the second wire 12. After the connection wire 13 is
disposed on the solder 14, the second splice structure
21 can be formed in the same order as the above-de-
scribed connection order.
[0101] In the wire splicing device 1 of this embodiment,
the connection portion of the wires is heated by the heat-
ing body 4 via the pressing plate 5 so as to melt the solder,
the heating body 4 is thereafter separated from the press-
ing plate 5 (that is, separated from the wires) while an
application of pressure by the pressing plate 5 is main-
tained, and heating the wires can be immediately
stopped. Accordingly, the wires are not continuously
heated until the heating body 4 has cooled, and the time
required to solidify the solder is reduced. Therefore, the
time needed to make the connection is reduced.
[0102] In addition, in a case where the wire splicing
device 1 of this embodiment is used for the connection
of superconducting wires, the deterioration of the super-
conducting wires can be suppressed by reducing the
heating time. Furthermore, since the heating time is re-
duced, in a case where a protection layer made of silver
or a silver alloy is provided on the outer periphery of the
superconducting wire or in a case where the boundary
portion between a silver layer and a solder layer is pro-
vided therein, the diffusion of the solder through the silver
layer can be suppressed. Therefore, an increase in the
electrical resistance of the silver layer can be limited.
[0103] In addition, in the wire splicing device 1 of this
embodiment, heating the connection portion of the wires
is started or stopped by allowing the heating body 4 to
come in contact with or be separated from the pressing
plate 5. Therefore, the heating body 4 can be always held
at a temperature at which the solder is melted. Therefore,
in a case where a subsequent connection operation is
consecutively performed, the heating body does not need
to be re-heated, and the time it takes to increase the
temperature of the heating body to a temperature at
which the solder is melted can be reduced.
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INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0104] According to the embodiment, it is possible to
provide a wire splicing device, a wire splicing method,
and a method for manufacturing a splice structure which
enable connection of wires that exhibit stable perform-
ance with high production efficiency.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERAL

[0105] 1: wire splicing device, 2: first air cylinder (first
driver), 2A: first rod, 3: second air cylinder (second driv-
er), 3A: second rod, 4: heating body, 4a: lower surface,
5: pressing plate, 5a: protrusion, 5b, 7b: upper surface,
6: air-cooling fan, 7: holding base, 7a: wire accommoda-
tion groove, 8, 11: first wire, 8a, 9a, 11a, 12a: end portion,
9, 12: second wire, 10, 14: solder, 13: connection wire,
20: first splice structure, 20A: pre-connection wire, 20B:
molten solder wire, 20a, 21a: connection portion, 21: sec-
ond splice structure

Claims

1. A wire splicing device comprising:

a holding base which is provided with a wire ac-
commodation groove having a width, the wire
accommodation groove being configured to ac-
commodate a plurality of wires;
a pressing plate which is positioned above the
holding base;
a heating body which is positioned above the
pressing plate and includes a heating member;
a first driver which drives the holding base and
the pressing plate toward or away from one
another ; and
a second driver which drives the holding base
and the heating body toward or away from one
another, wherein

the pressing plate which is driven toward the holding
base by the first driver presses together the plurality
of wires accommodated in the wire accommodation
groove with solder interposed therebetween, and
the heating body which is driven toward the holding
base by the second driver presses together and
heats, via the pressing plate, the plurality of wires
accommodated in the wire accommodation groove
with solder therebetween.

2. The wire splicing device according to claim 1, where-
in
the holding base is made of an insulating material.

3. The wire splicing device according to claim 1 or 2,
further comprising:

a cooling member which cools the pressing
plate.

4. The wire splicing device according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, wherein
the first driver is a first air cylinder which raises and
lowers the pressing plate, and the second driver is
a second air cylinder which raises and lowers the
heating body.

5. A wire splicing method comprising:

disposing an end portion of a tape-like first wire
and an end portion of a tape-like second wire in
a holding base in an overlapping manner with
solder interposed therebetween,
pressing a heating body to the first wire and the
second wire via a pressing plate, and pressing
together and heating the first wire and the sec-
ond wire so as to melt the solder;
keeping the first wire and the second wire
pressed together by the pressing plate;
separating the heating body from the pressing
plate; and
cooling the pressing plate to solidify the solder,
and thereby connecting the first wire and the
second wire together.

6. A wire splicing method comprising:

disposing a tape-like first wire and a tape-like
second wire in a holding base so that an end
portion of the first wire and an end portion of the
second wire face each other;
disposing solder to straddle the first wire and the
second wire;
disposing a connection wire on the solder;
pressing a heating body to the first wire, the sec-
ond wire, and the connection wire via a pressing
plate, and pressing together and heating the first
wire, the second wire, and the connection wire
so as to melt the solder;
keeping the first wire, the second wire, and the
connection wire pressed together by the press-
ing plate;
separating the heating body from the pressing
plate; and
cooling the pressing plate to solidify the solder,
and thereby connecting the first wire and the
second wire together.

7. The wire splicing method according to claim 5 or 6,
wherein
the first wire and the second wire are superconduct-
ing wires.

8. The wire splicing method according to claim 6,
wherein
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the first wire, the second wire, and the connection
wire are superconducting wires.

9. A method for manufacturing a splice structure com-
prising:

disposing an end portion of a tape-like first wire
and an end portion of a tape-like second wire in
a holding base in an overlapping manner with
solder interposed therebetween;
pressing a heating body to the first wire and the
second wire via a pressing plate, and pressing
together and heating the first wire and the sec-
ond wire so as to melt the solder;
keeping the first wire and the second wire
pressed together by the pressing plate,
separating the heating body from the pressing
plate; and
cooling the pressing plate to solidify the solder,
and thereby connecting the first wire and the
second wire together.

10. A method for manufacturing a splice structure com-
prising:

disposing a tape-like first wire and a tape-like
second wire in a holding base so that an end
portion of the first wire and an end portion of the
second wire face each other;
disposing solder to straddle the first wire and the
second wire;
disposing a connection wire on the solder;
pressing a heating body to the first wire, the sec-
ond wire, and the connection wire via a pressing
plate, and pressing together and heating the first
wire, the second wire, and the connection wire
so as to melt the solder;
keeping the first wire, the second wire, and the
connection wire pressed together by the press-
ing plate,
separating the heating body from the pressing
plate; and
cooling the pressing plate to solidify the solder,
and thereby connecting the first wire and the
second wire together.

11. The method for manufacturing a splice structure ac-
cording to claim 9 or 10, wherein
the first wire and the second wire are superconduct-
ing wires.

12. The method for manufacturing a splice structure ac-
cording to claim 10, wherein
the first wire, the second wire, and the connection
wire are superconducting wires.
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