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(54) ROTATION ACTUATOR

(57) A rotation actuator (1) is equipped with a motor
(2) and a reduction gear (3) disposed adjacent to each
other. Both shaft end portions of a rotating shaft (5), which
passes through the center of the motor (2) and reducer
(3), are rotatably supported through first and second roll-
ing bearings (14,15) by first and second fixed discs
(11,12) that are mutually fastened and fixed. A rotation
output plate (4) is supported through a third rolling bear-

ing (18) in the outer peripheral surface of the second fixed
disc (12). A sliding ring (19) is mounted between the ro-
tation output plate (4) and the first fixed disc (11). The
sliding ring (19) functions as a thrust bearing for the ro-
tation output plate (4) and also functions as a sealing
mechanism for preventing grease from flowing from the
reducer gear (3) to the outside. A flat rotation actuator
can be achieved.
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Description

[TECHNICAL FIELD]

[0001] The present invention relates to a rotation ac-
tuator provided with a motor and a reduction gear, and
particularly relates to a rotation actuator having a flat
structure of small dimensions in the center axis direction.

[BACKGROUND ART]

[0002] Rotation actuators having a flat structure have
been proposed in Patent Documents 1 and 2. The rota-
tion actuators (motor with reduction gear) described in
these documents are composed of a flat outer-rotor-type
motor and a flat epicyclic reduction gear disposed adja-
cent thereto.
[0003] In Patent Document 1, a motor rotating shaft
and a reduction gear output shaft are coaxially disposed,
the motor rotating shaft is supported by a pair of roller
bearings, and the reduction gear output shaft is support-
ed by a cylindrical sliding bearing. In Patent Document
2, a sun gear of an epicyclic reduction gear is formed on
the external peripheral surface of the leading-end part of
a motor rotating shaft. The motor rotating shaft is sup-
ported by a pair of ball bearings and the leading-end part
positioned on the reduction gear side thereof is supported
by a single ball bearing.
[0004] In Patent Document 2, a reduction gear carrier,
which is a rotation output member, is supported by a gear
base and motor base on the fixed side via a plurality of
thrust bearings. The thrust applied to the carrier is thereby
borne by the fixed-side members.

[RELATED ART DOCUMENTS]

[PATENT DOCUMENTS]

[0005]

Patent Document 1: JP A 2004-129374
Patent Document 2: JP A 2012-36910

[SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION]

[PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION]

[0006] As shown in Patent Documents 1 and 2, the
rotating shaft is supported on the motor side by a pair of
bearings disposed adjacent to each other in the center
axis direction in the rotation actuator. Provided that the
number of bearings of the rotating shaft can be reduced,
the dimension in the center axis direction of the motor
portion can be reduced, which is advantageous for flat-
tening the rotation actuator.
[0007] As shown in Patent Document 2, a plurality of
thrust bearings are disposed in order to receive the thrust
that acts on the rotation output member. It would be ad-

vantageous for flattening a rotation actuator if the thrust
could be supported by a small, compact bearing mech-
anism.
[0008] Furthermore, a seal mechanism is incorporated
in a rotation actuator so that grease does not flow out
from the reduction gear to the exterior. It would be ad-
vantageous for flattening a rotation actuator if the outflow
of grease could be prevented by a small, compact seal
mechanism.
[0009] In view of the above, an object of the present
invention is to provide a flat rotation actuator in which an
inner-rotor-type motor is used.

[MEANS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS]

[0010] In order to solve the problems described above,
a rotation actuator of the present invention is character-
ized in comprising:

a first fixed member and second fixed member fixed
to each other across a predetermined gap in the di-
rection of a center axis direction;
a space formed between the first and second fixed
members;
a rotating shaft that passes through the first fixed
member in the center axis direction, a leading-end
part thereof extending to the second fixed member;
a first bearing mounted between the first fixed mem-
ber and the rotating shaft, the first bearing rotatably
supporting the rotating shaft on the first fixed mem-
ber;
a second bearing mounted between the second fixed
member and the leading-end part of the rotating
shaft, the second bearing rotatably supporting the
rotating shaft on the second fixed member;
a motor rotor fixed to a trailing-end part of the rotating
shaft, the trailing-end part protruding from the first
fixed member toward a side opposite to the second
fixed member;
a motor stator fixed to a section of the first fixed mem-
ber, the section being located on an opposite side
from the second fixed member, and the motor stator
surrounding an external periphery of the motor rotor
across a fixed gap;
a rotation output member for surrounding an external
periphery of the second fixed member;
a third bearing mounted between the second fixed
member and the rotation output member, the third
bearing rotatably supporting the rotation output
member on the second fixed member; and
a reduction gear mechanism incorporated between
the first fixed member and the second fixed member,
the reduction gear mechanism reducing a rotation
of the rotating shaft and transmitting a reduced ro-
tation to the rotation output member.

[0011] In the rotation actuator of the present invention,
first and second fixed members are fixed to each other
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across a predetermined gap in the center axis direction,
motor-constituting components (the motor rotor and mo-
tor stator) are assembled to the first fixed member on the
opposite side from the second fixed member, and a re-
duction gear mechanism is incorporated between the first
and second fixed members. A rotating shaft that passes
through the center portion of the mutually fixed first and
second fixed members is supported by the first and sec-
ond fixed members. The rotating shaft is supported at
two points; i.e., the reduction gear-side portion and the
motor-side portion, which are set apart in the center axis
direction. The first and second fixed members are fixed
to each other and are capable of supporting the rotating
shaft with high supporting force. Hence, the rotating shaft
is not required to be supported on the motor side using
a plurality of bearings, and the center-axis-direction di-
mension of the rotation actuator can be reduced.
[0012] In the present invention, a planetary gear mech-
anism can be used as the reduction gear mechanism.
The reduction gear mechanism in this case has:

a sun gear formed on the external peripheral surface
of the rotating shaft on a shaft portion positioned be-
tween the first and second fixed members;
a planetary gear that is rotatably supported between
the first and second fixed members by a planetary
shaft that spans the space therebetween, the plan-
etary gear meshing with the sun gear; and
an internally toothed gear that is positioned between
the rotation output member and the first fixed mem-
ber, is fixed to the rotation output member, and mesh-
es with the sun gear.

[0013] In the present invention, it is desirable to provide
a sliding bearing in order to bear the thrust that acts on
the rotation output member, the sliding bearing being
mounted between the rotation output member and the
first fixed member, and the rotation output member being
rotatably supported by the first fixed member in the center
axis direction. The sliding bearing is smaller and more
compact than a common rolling thrust bearing, and is
therefore advantageous for flattening a rotation actuator
[0014] In this case, the sliding bearing is preferably a
sliding ring that is slidably mounted in the gap between
the rotation output member and the first fixed member
so as to surround the internally toothed gear and seal
the gap.
[0015] The sliding ring functions as a sliding bearing
and also functions as a seal mechanism for preventing
outflow of grease. This is more advantageous for flatten-
ing a rotation actuator than separately arranging the slid-
ing bearing and the seal mechanism.
[0016] In the present invention, a cylindrical portion
that protrudes toward a side opposite to the second fixed
member is formed on the external peripheral edge portion
of the first fixed member, the distal end opening of the
cylindrical portion is blocked off by an end cover, and the
motor rotor and motor stator can be arranged in the space

blocked off by the end cover.

[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS]

[0017]

FIG. 1 includes a longitudinal sectional view of a ro-
tation actuator in which the present invention has
been applied, an end face view from the motor side,
and an end face view from the reduction gear side;
and
FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view of the ro-
tation actuator sectioned along line II-II in FIG. 1.

[DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS]

[0018] An embodiment of a rotation actuator to which
the present invention has been applied is described be-
low with reference to the drawings.
[0019] FIG. 1(a) is a longitudinal sectional view of the
rotation actuator according to the present embodiment,
FIG. 1(b) is an end face view of the motor side thereof,
and FIG. 1(c) is an end face view of the reduction gear
side thereof. The rotation actuator I is provided with a
motor 2 and a reduction gear 3 coaxially disposed adja-
cent to each other along the direction of the center axis
1a. A coaxially disposed annular rotation output plate 4
is provided to the side of the reduction gear 3 opposite
from the motor 2.
[0020] The motor 2 is of an inner-rotor type and is pro-
vided with a rotating shaft 5, a motor rotor 6 coaxially
fixed to a trailing-end part 5b of the rotating shaft 5, and
a motor stator 7 that surrounds the external periphery of
the motor rotor 6 in a coaxially state across a fixed gap.
The reduction gear 3 is a planetary reduction gear and
is provided with a sun gear 8 formed on the external pe-
ripheral surface of the rotating shaft 5, an annular inter-
nally toothed gear 9 that coaxially surrounds the sun gear
8, and a planetary gear 10 that is disposed between the
sun gear 8 and the internally toothed gear 9 and that
meshes with both of these gears. The rotation of the ro-
tating shaft 5, which is a motor shaft, is reduced via the
reduction gear 3 and outputted from the rotation output
plate 4.
[0021] FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view of
the rotation actuator 1 sectioned along line II-II in FIG.
1(a). The internal structure of the rotation actuator 1 will
be described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2.
[0022] The rotation actuator 1 is provided with a first
fixed disc 11, which is the first fixed member, and a sec-
ond fixed disc 12, which is the second fixed member. The
first fixed disc 11 is provided with a disc-shaped parti-
tioning plate portion 11 a for partitioning the space be-
tween the motor 2 and the reduction gear 3. A cylindrical
part 11b that functions as a stator yoke protruding to the
opposite side from the reduction gear 3 along the direc-
tion of the center axis 1a is formed on the external pe-
ripheral edge part of the partitioning plate portion 11a. A
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circular center through-hole 11c is formed in the center
portion of the partitioning plate portion 11a. Columnar
projections 11d for use as spacers that protrude to the
second fixed disc 12 side are formed at equidistant in-
tervals about the center axis 1a on the partitioning plate
portion 11a.
[0023] The second fixed disc 12 is smaller in diameter
than is the first fixed disc 11, and a circular concavity 12a
open to the first fixed disc 11 side is formed in the center
portion of the second fixed disc. The second fixed disc
12 is fastened and fixed to the first fixed disc 11 by three
fastening bolts 13 mounted from the outside end face
12b side in a state of being superimposed on the distal
end face of the three columnar projections 11d of the first
fixed disc 11. A fixed-width gap is formed by the columnar
projections 11d between the first and second fixed discs
11, 12.
[0024] The rotating shaft 5, which rotates about the
center axis 1a, passes through the center portion of the
first and second fixed discs 11, 12, which are fastened
and fixed at constant intervals. The rotating shaft 5 pass-
es through the center through-hole 11c of the first fixed
disc 11, and the leading-end part 5a of the rotating shaft
extends into the concavity 12a of the second fixed disc
12. The trailing-end part 5b side of the rotating shaft 5
protrudes from the center through-hole 11c to the oppo-
site side from the second fixed disc 12.
[0025] A first roller bearing 14 is mounted between the
external peripheral surface of the trailing-end part 5b of
the rotating shaft 5 and the circular internal peripheral
surface of the center through-hole 11c in the first fixed
disc 11. A second roller bearing 15 is mounted between
the external peripheral surface of the leading-end part
5a of the rotating shaft 5 and the circular internal periph-
eral surface of the concavity 12a in the second fixed disc
12. The rotating shaft 5 is rotatably supported via the first
and second roller bearings 14, 15 by the first and second
fixed discs 11, 12 that are fastened and fixed with each
other.
[0026] The motor 2 is next described. The trailing-end
part 5b of the rotating shaft 5 protrudes a predetermined
distance from the center through-hole 11c in the first fixed
disc 11 in the opposite direction from the second fixed
disc 12. The motor rotor 6 is coaxially fixed to the trailing-
end part 5b. The motor rotor 6 is provided with a discoid
rotor yoke 6a and a rotor magnet 6b fixed to the circular
external peripheral surface of the rotor yoke 6a. A cylin-
drical boss 6c is formed in the center portion of the rotor
yoke 6a. The trailing-end part 5b of the rotating shaft 5
is press-fitted and fixed into the circular through-hole of
the boss 6c. The first roller bearing 14 is mounted on the
external peripheral surface of the boss 6c and rotatably
supports the trailing-end part 5b of the rotating shaft 5
via the boss 6c.
[0027] The motor stator 7 is disposed in a state sur-
rounding the circular external peripheral surface of the
rotor magnet 6b from the outside in the radial direction
across a fixed gap. The motor stator 7 is provided with

the cylindrical part 11b (stator yoke) formed on the first
fixed disc 11, a plurality of salient poles 7a protruding
from the cylindrical part 11b inward in the radial direction
at fixed angular intervals, and drive coils 7b of each phase
wound onto the salient poles 7a.
[0028] A discoid motor end cover 16 is fixed to the an-
nular end face of the cylindrical part 11 b. The motor rotor
6 and motor stator 7 are positioned in the space sur-
rounded by the first fixed disc 11 and the motor end cover
16.
[0029] The reduction gear 3 is next described. The sun
gear 8 of the reduction gear 3 is formed on the external
peripheral surface of the shaft portion of the rotating shaft
5 positioned between the first and second fixed discs 11,
12. Three planetary shafts 17 bridge the space between
the first and second fixed discs 11, 12 in the direction
parallel to the center axis 1a so as to coaxially surround
the sun gear 8. The planetary shafts 17 are disposed in
the circumferential direction so as to be positioned be-
tween the columnar projections 11d. A planetary gear 10
is rotatably supported on each of the planetary shafts 17.
The annular internally toothed gear 9 is disposed on the
radial-direction outside of the planetary gears 10. The
internally toothed gear 9 is coaxially fixed to the annular
rotation output plate 4, which is adjacently disposed on
the opposite side from the first fixed disc 11.
[0030] The rotation output plate 4 is disposed in a state
surrounding the second fixed disc 12 from the external
peripheral side. A third roller bearing 18 is mounted be-
tween the circular external peripheral surface of the sec-
ond fixed disc 12 and the circular internal peripheral sur-
face of the rotation output plate 4. The rotation output
plate 4 is rotatably supported by the second fixed disc
12 by the third roller bearing 18.
[0031] A sliding ring 19 is mounted between the rota-
tion output plate 4 and the first fixed disc 11. The rotation
output plate 4 is supported by the first fixed disc 1 1 from
the center axis 1a direction, with the sliding ring 19 inter-
posed therebetween. The sliding ring 19 seals the gap
between the rotation output plate 4 and the first fixed disc
11, and prevents grease from flowing out from the reduc-
tion gear 3 to the exterior.
[0032] More specifically, an annular end face 4a that
faces the first fixed disc 11 is formed on the external
peripheral edge part of the rotation output plate 4. A cy-
lindrical projection 4b that protrudes toward the first fixed
disc 11 side is formed on the external peripheral edge of
the annular end face 4a. An annular projected face 11e
that protrudes toward the annular end face 4a is formed
on the first fixed disc 11 side.
[0033] A sliding ring 19 having a rectangular cross sec-
tion is mounted on the inner side the cylindrical projection
4b between the annular projected face 11e of the first
fixed disc 11 and the annular end face 4a of the rotation
output plate 4 facing the annular projected face. A very
small gap is present between the annular projected face
11e and the cylindrical projection 4b, and the gap be-
tween the annular projected face 11e on the inner side
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of the cylindrical projection and the annular end face 4a
is sealed by the sliding ring 19.
[0034] The sliding ring 19 is fixed on, e.g., the rotation
output plate 4 side, and slides along the annular projected
face 11e of the first fixed disc 11 as the rotation output
plate 4 rotates. Therefore, the sliding ring 19 is preferably
formed from a material having a low friction coefficient
so that the sliding resistance against the annular project-
ed face 11e of the first fixed disc 11 is as low as possible,
and is preferably formed from a material having low slid-
ing friction and high abrasion resistance. It is possible to
use a plastic or ceramic material having such low abra-
sion resistance and a low friction coefficient.
[0035] In the rotation actuator 1, the motor 2 is rotatably
driven to cause the rotating shaft 5 to rotate at high speed.
The high speed of the rotating shaft 5 is reduced by the
reduction gear 3, and the internally toothed gear 9, which
is an output component of the reduction gear, rotates at
reduced speed. Hence, reduced rotation is outputted to
a load (not shown) from the rotation output plate 4, which
is fixed to the internally toothed gear 9.
[0036] In the example described above, an planetary
reduction gear is used as the reduction gear 3. A Cyclo®
reduction gear, RV reduction gear, or the like may be
used as the reduction gear 3.

Claims

1. A rotation actuator comprising:

a first fixed member and second fixed member
fixed to each other across a predetermined gap
in a center axis direction;
a rotating shaft that passes through the first fixed
member in the center axis direction, a leading-
end part of the rotting shaft extending to the sec-
ond fixed member;
a first bearing mounted between the first fixed
member and the rotating shaft, the first bearing
rotatably supporting the rotating shaft on the first
fixed member;
a second bearing mounted between the second
fixed member and the leading-end part of the
rotating shaft, the second bearing rotatably sup-
porting the rotating shaft on the second fixed
member;
a motor rotor fixed to a trailing-end part of the
rotating shaft, the trailing-end part protruding to-
ward a side opposite to the second fixed mem-
ber;
a motor stator fixed to a portion of the first fixed
member located on an opposite side from the
second fixed member, the motor stator sur-
rounding an external periphery of the motor rotor
across a fixed gap;
a rotation output member for surrounding an ex-
ternal periphery of the second fixed member;

a third bearing mounted between the second
fixed member and the rotation output member,
the third bearing rotatably supporting the rota-
tion output member on the second fixed mem-
ber; and
a reduction gear mechanism incorporated be-
tween the first fixed member and the second
fixed member, the reduction gear mechanism
reducing rotation of the rotating shaft and trans-
mitting reduced rotation to the rotation output
member.

2. The rotation actuator according to claim 1,
wherein the reduction gear mechanism has:

a sun gear formed on an external peripheral sur-
face of a shaft portion of the rotating shaft, the
shaft portion being positioned between the first
and second fixed members;
a planetary gear that is rotatably supported by
a planetary shaft bridged between the first and
second fixed members, and meshes with the
sun gear; and
an internally toothed gear that is positioned be-
tween the rotation output member and the first
fixed member, is fixed to the rotation output
member, and meshes with the sun gear.

3. The rotation actuator according to claim 2, further
comprising:

a sliding bearing that is mounted between the
rotation output member and the first fixed mem-
ber, and rotatably supports the rotation output
member in the center axis direction.

4. The rotation actuator according to claim 3,
wherein the sliding bearing is a sliding ring that is
slidably mounted in a gap between the rotation out-
put member and the first fixed member so as to sur-
round the internally toothed gear, the sliding ring
sealing the gap.

5. The rotation actuator according to any one of claims
1 to 4, further comprising:

a cylindrical portion that is formed on an external
peripheral edge portion of the first fixed member,
and protrudes toward a side opposite to the sec-
ond fixed member; and
an end cover for covering a distal end opening
of the cylindrical portion,
wherein the motor rotor and the motor stator are
arranged in a space surrounded by the first fixed
member and the end cover.
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