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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] A cased wellbore typically possesses an annu-
lar space between the casing and the formation wall that
is permanently sealed by being filled with cement. This
layer of cement is typically referred to as a "cement
sheath." A properly formed cement sheath should fill all
or nearly all of the annular space and should bond tightly
to the casing and the formation.
[0002] Both sonic and ultrasonic waveforms have been
used to evaluate the quality of this cement bond from a
logging tool inside the casing. The logging tool, which
may have one or more sonic or ultrasonic receivers and
one or more sonic or ultrasonic transmitters, is lowered
into a wellbore and measurements are taken at various
depths. Sonic or ultrasonic waves are transmitted from
the logging tool in the wellbore, and reflected waves from
the casing, cement, and formation are received, record-
ed, processed, and interpreted to evaluate the presence
and quality of the cement sheath and bond in the annular
space between the casing and the formation wall.
[0003] Processing received waveforms to produce ce-
ment bond logs, however, is a highly subjective skill that
is prone to substantial error and variation among different
interpreters. In addition, the cement bond logs that are
produced only provide bonding information pertaining to
limited portions of the cement sheath-that is, they provide
an incomplete and often misleading picture of the true
cement bonding status of the sheath as a whole. Further,
it is challenging to produce accurate cement bond logs
in wellbores with multiple concentric casing strings where
the cement sheath being evaluated is disposed outside
of the outer casing string, since the concentric casing
strings may interfere with the sonic or ultrasonic waves
transmitted to the cement sheath and reflected back from
the cement sheath. Thus, methods and systems for gen-
erating accurate and consistently reproducible cement
bond logs that visualize most or all of the cement sheath,
including in multi-string environments, are desired.
[0004] US 4,703,427 A discloses a method for evalu-
ating the quality of the cement surrounding a borehole
casing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] Accordingly, there are disclosed in the drawings
and in the following description various methods and sys-
tems employing peak analysis of multi-directional sonic
and ultrasonic waveforms for cement bond logging. In
the drawings:

Figure 1 is a schematic view of a well logging system
in accordance with embodiments. Figure 2 is a per-
spective view of a cement bond logging tool accord-
ing to embodiments.
Figure 3 is a flow chart of a method for evaluating

bonding of a cement sheath in a wellbore and cre-
ating a cement bond log in accordance with embod-
iments.
Figure 4A is a graph of four recorded waveforms at
four different depths taken in a shallower section of
a wellbore characterized by free ("unbonded") pipe,
in accordance with embodiments.
Figure 4B is a graph of four recorded waveforms at
four different depths taken in a deeper section of a
wellbore characterized by bonded pipe, in accord-
ance with embodiments.
Figure 5 is a graph showing the mathematical deriv-
ative plots of each waveform of Figure 4A for deter-
mining minima and maxima, according to embodi-
ments.
Figure 6A is a plot of the magnitudes of the peaks
and troughs of the four recorded waveforms of Figure
4A, in accordance with embodiments.
Figure 6B is a plot of the magnitudes of the peaks
and troughs of the four recorded waveforms of Figure
4B, in accordance with embodiments.
Figure 7A is a plot of the absolute values of the mag-
nitudes of the peaks and troughs of the four recorded
waveforms of Figure 4A, in accordance with embod-
iments.
Figure 7B is a plot of the absolute values of the mag-
nitudes of the peaks and troughs of the four recorded
waveforms of Figure 4B, in accordance with embod-
iments.
Figure 8A is a plot of superpositioned points of the
absolute value points of Figure 7A, in accordance
with embodiments.
Figure 8B is a plot of superpositioned points of the
absolute value points of Figure 7B, in accordance
with embodiments.
Figure 9 is a combined plot of all eight series of su-
perpositioned absolute value magnitudes of Figures
8A and 8B, showing the data divided according to
naturally occurring zones, in accordance with em-
bodiments.
Figure 10A is a plot of the absolute value magnitudes
of Figure 8A averaged according to the zones of Fig-
ure 9, shown both as amplitude curves versus depth
and as grayscale logs versus depth, in accordance
with embodiments.
Figure 10B is a plot of the absolute value magnitudes
of Figure 8B averaged according to the zones of Fig-
ure 9, shown both as amplitude curves versus depth
and as grayscale logs versus depth, in accordance
with embodiments.
Figure 11A is a perspective view of a cement bond
logging tool, in accordance with embodiments.
Figure 11B is a cross-sectional view of a multi-direc-
tional cement bond logging tool disposed within a
wellbore, in accordance with embodiments.
Figure 12 is a flowchart of a method usable to pro-
duce grayscale logs for different zones, in accord-
ance with embodiments.
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Figure 13 is a plot of the waveforms recorded by
each segment of a multi-directional antenna after
having been processed as described with respect to
Figures 1-10B, shown as grayscale logs versus
depth, in accordance with embodiments.
Figure 14 shows the grayscale logs of Figure 13 re-
arranged to facilitate interpretation, in accordance
with embodiments.
Figure 15 shows multiple grayscale logs versus
depth, each log representing the amplitude of wave-
forms received across a different shell, in accord-
ance with embodiments.
Figure 16 is a flowchart of a method usable to pro-
duce ratio or difference plots to facilitate identification
of strong cement bond locations and poor cement
bond locations, in accordance with embodiments.
Figure 17 is a set of amplitude and ratio plots pro-
duced by performing the method of Figure 16, in ac-
cordance with embodiments.
Figure 18 is another set of amplitude and ratio plots
produced by performing the method of Figure 16, in
accordance with embodiments.

[0006] It should be understood, however, that the spe-
cific embodiments given in the drawings and detailed de-
scription thereto do not limit the disclosure. On the con-
trary, they provide the foundation for one of ordinary skill
to discern the alternative forms, equivalents, and modi-
fications that are encompassed together with one or more
of the given embodiments in the scope of the appended
claims.

SUMMERY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a method as according to Claim 1.
[0008] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a system as according to
Claim 11.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] Disclosed herein are techniques for generating
accurate, consistently reproducible cement bond logs
that visualize most or all of the cement sheath in the an-
nular space of a wellbore in multi-string environments.
The techniques include the use of a multi-directional ce-
ment bond logging tool that transmits sonic or ultrasonic
waves in a radial fashion away from the tool. The waves
encounter various objects as they propagate through the
areas surrounding the tool, such as open space contain-
ing fluid, the casing(s), the cement sheath (or other ma-
terial) in the annular space between a casing and the
formation, and the formation itself. Each of these areas
reflects some portion of the waves back to the multi-di-
rectional logging tool, which captures the reflected sig-
nals from multiple directions and records them as time-
domain waveforms.

[0010] Each received waveform is processed (as de-
scribed herein), resulting in wave amplitude values that
indicate-among other things-whether the annular space
between a casing and the formation contains a proper
cement bond. This is possible because waveforms have
different signatures when the annular space is filled with
fluid (free pipe) or solid (cement). The free pipe signature
includes higher amplitudes, a low rate of attenuation and
a consistent waveform. When the annular space is filled
with a solid material the amplitude of the waveform is
reduced, the attenuation of the same waveform is in-
creased, and the waveforms are not consistent.
[0011] The techniques entail assigning each of the
processed amplitude values a different color, grayscale
shade or intensity. The colors, shades or intensities for
all amplitude values of waveforms received from all di-
rections are used to form a composite image that indi-
cates the degree of cement bonding in various areas of
the annular space. The composite image is further de-
veloped by repeating the process at multiple depths of
the wellbore. In this way, a color-, grayscale- or intensity-
coded composite image may be formed that gives a 360-
degree representation of the degree of cement bonding
throughout the depth of the entire wellbore, thereby fa-
cilitating the identification of poor cement bonds in areas
that may have otherwise gone undetected.
[0012] The following description is divided into multiple
parts. The first part, entitled "Unidirectional Waveform
Processing," primarily describes the manner in which sig-
nals received by the tool from a single direction at various
wellbore depths are processed. The result of this unidi-
rectional waveform processing is a color-, grayscale- or
intensity-coded image that indicates the degree of ce-
ment bonding present in a limited portion of the annular
space. The second part, entitled "Multidirectional Wave-
form Processing," expands the concepts described in the
first part by describing how signals received from multiple
directions at multiple wellbore depths are jointly proc-
essed. The result of multidirectional waveform process-
ing is a color-, grayscale- or intensity-coded image that
indicates the degree of cement bonding throughout the
annular space at some or all depths of the wellbore-es-
sentially, a visualization of the cement bond for nearly
the entire wellbore. Finally, the third part-entitled "Using
Ratios and Differences in Multi-String Environments"-
presents a technique that may be used alone or in con-
junction with other techniques described herein to eval-
uate cement bonding in environments having multiple
concentric casing strings.

Unidirectional Waveform Processing

[0013] Figure 1 is a schematic block diagram of a well
logging system 10. A logging cable 11 suspends a sonde
12 in a wellbore 13. Wellbore 13 is drilled by a drill bit on
a drill string and is subsequently lined with casing 19 and
an annular space 20 that contains, e.g., cement (known
in the art as a "cement bond"). Wellbore 13 can be any
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depth, and the length of logging cable 11 is sufficient for
the depth of wellbore 13. For illustrative purposes and
as described in greater detail below, a shallow portion
13a of wellbore 13 lacks a proper cement bond in the
annular space 20, while a deeper portion 13b of wellbore
13 has a good cement bond in the annular space 20.
[0014] Sonde 12 generally comprises a protective shell
or housing that is fluid tight and pressure resistant and
that enables equipment inside the sonde to be supported
and protected during deployment. Sonde 12 encloses
one or more logging tools that generate data useful in
analyzing wellbore 13 or in determining various material
properties of the formation 21 in which wellbore 13 is
disposed.
[0015] In some embodiments, a cement bond logging
tool 14 (e.g., a multi-directional logging tool, such as a
radial antenna, a pitch-and-catch transducer, or a pulse
echo transducer) is provided, as described below with
respect to Figure 2, for determining how well the cement
sheath within the annular space 20 bonds with the casing
19 and the wall of formation 21. Other types of tools may
also be included in sonde 12, such as a gamma ray tool
18. Sonde 12 may also enclose a power supply 15. Out-
put data streams from cement bonding logging tool 14
and gamma ray tool 18 may be provided to a multiplexer
16 housed within sonde 12. Sonde 12 may include a com-
munication module 17 having an uplink communication
device, a downlink communication device, a data trans-
mitter, and a data receiver.
[0016] Logging system 10 includes a sheave 22 that
is used to guide the logging cable 11 into wellbore 13.
Cable 11 is spooled on a cable reel 23 or drum for storage.
Cable 11 couples with sonde 12 and is spooled out or
taken in to raise and lower sonde 12 in wellbore 13. Con-
ductors in cable 11 connect with surface-located equip-
ment, which may include a DC power source 24 to pro-
vide power to tool power supply 15, a surface communi-
cation module 25 having an uplink communication de-
vice, a downlink communication device, a data transmit-
ter and also a data receiver, a surface computer 26 (or,
more generally, any suitable type of processing logic), a
logging display 27 and one or more recording devices
28. Sheave 22 may be coupled by a suitable means to
an input to surface computer 26 to provide sonde depth
measuring information. The surface computer 26 com-
prises processing logic (e.g., one or more processors)
and has access to software (e.g., stored on any suitable
computer-readable medium housed within or coupled to
the computer 26) and/or input interfaces that enable the
computer 26 to perform, assisted or unassisted, one or
more of the methods and techniques described herein.
The computer 26 may provide an output for a logging
display 27 and a recording device 28. The surface logging
system 10 may collect data as a function of depth. Re-
cording device 28 is incorporated to make a record of the
collected data as a function of depth in wellbore 13.
[0017] In some embodiments, processing logic (e.g.,
one or more processors) and storage (e.g., any suitable

computer-readable medium) may be disposed downhole
within the sonde 12 and may be used either in lieu of the
surface computer 26 or in addition to the computer 26.
In such embodiments, storage housed within the sonde
12 stores data (such as that obtained from the logging
operations described herein), which may be downloaded
and processed using the surface computer 26 or other
suitable processing logic once the sonde 12 has been
raised to the surface (e.g., in "slickline" applications). In
some embodiments, processing logic housed within the
sonde 12 may process at least some of the data stored
on the storage within the sonde 12 before the sonde 12
is raised to the surface.
[0018] Figure 2 is a perspective view of a cement bond
logging tool 14 according to one or more embodiments.
Cement bond logging tool 14 may include a source trans-
mitter 40 and two or more receivers 41, 42, which may
be arranged in a pitch and catch configuration. That is,
source transmitter 40 may be a pitch transducer, and
receivers 41, 42 may be near and far catch transducers
spaced at suitable near and far axial distances from
source transmitter 40, respectively. In such a configura-
tion, source pitch transducer 40 emits sonic or ultrasonic
waves while near and far catch transducers 41, 42 re-
ceive the sonic or ultrasonic waves after reflection from
the wellbore fluid, casing, cement and formation and
record the received waves as time-domain waveforms.
Because the distance between near catch transducer 41
and far catch transducer 42 is known, differences be-
tween the reflected waveforms received at each catch
transducer 41, 42 provide information about attenuation
that can be correlated to the material in the annular well-
bore region, and they allow a circumferential depth of
investigation around the wellbore.
[0019] The pitch-catch transducer pairing may have
different frequency, spacing, and/or angular orientations
based on environmental effects and/or tool design. For
example, if transducers 40-42 operate in the sonic range,
spacing ranging from three to fifteen feet may be appro-
priate, with three and five foot spacing being common. If
transducers 40-42 operate in the ultrasonic range, the
spacing may be less.
[0020] Cement bond logging tool 14 may include, in
addition or as an alternative to transducers 40-42, a
pulsed echo ultrasonic transducer 43. Pulsed echo ultra-
sonic transducer 43 may, for instance, operate at a fre-
quency from 80 kHz up to 800 kHz. The optimal trans-
ducer frequency is a function of the casing size, weight,
mud environment and other conditions. Pulsed echo ul-
trasonic transducer 43 transmits waves, receives the
same waves after they reflect off of the casing, annular
space and formation, and records the waves as time-
domain waveforms.
[0021] Figure 3 is a flow chart of a peak analysis meth-
od 50 for evaluating bonding of cement in a wellbore and
creating a cement bond log according to one or more
embodiments of the invention. Peak analysis method 50
may be applied to any reflected waveform received from
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the structures in the wellbore that are adjacent to the
cement bond logging tool 14. That is, peak analysis meth-
od 50 can use-without limitation-standard sonic, pulse
echo ultrasonic, and/or pitch and catch ultrasonic wave-
forms and process such waveforms, regardless of the
waveform type or method of generation, using identified
peaks and troughs to determine the type and character-
istic of the material in the wellbore annular space. Peak
analysis method 50 is a visual method to determine ce-
ment placement in the wellbore annular space, not only
near the casing wall, but also in areas away from the
casing wall, which have historically been difficult to eval-
uate.
[0022] For illustration of peak analysis method 50,
eight illustrative, recorded, reflected waveforms are pre-
sented. Referring to Figures 1, 3, 4A, and 4B, at step 51,
a plurality of reflected waveforms 60 at varying wellbore
depths are recorded, such as by using cement bonding
logging tool 14. Figure 4A is a graph of four recorded
waveforms 60a at four different depths taken in a shal-
lower section 13a of wellbore 13 characterized by free,
or unbonded, pipe, and Figure 4B is a graph of four re-
corded waveforms 60b at four different depths taken in
a deeper section 13b of wellbore 13 characterized by
bonded pipe. It can be seen that there is a different wave-
form response at the free pipe zone and the bonded pipe
zone. In the free pipe zone 13a, the amplitudes of wave-
forms 60a are relatively high. Because cement in the an-
nular space 20 attenuates the waves in bonded section
13b, waveforms 60b are characterized by a lower ampli-
tude. The increased amplitude of waveforms 60b to the
right of the chart are attributable to the response of for-
mation 21.
[0023] At step 52, for each of the recorded waveforms
60, location of amplitude maxima and minima, or peaks
and troughs, are identified. In some cases, maxima and
minima can be readily identified by visually inspecting
the waveforms 60, but such identification is difficult and
inaccurate with complex waveforms. Accordingly, in em-
bodiments, maxima and minima are identified by taking
the mathematical derivative of each waveform 60. Figure
5 is a graph showing the mathematical derivative plots
63 of each waveform 60a of Figure 4A. Each instance
where derivative slope plot 63 changes sign (going from
positive to negative or negative to positive) corresponds
to a peak or trough of the corresponding waveform 60a.
Two such points 64, 65 are labeled on Figure 5 for illus-
tration, which correspond to peaks 61 and troughs 62 of
waveforms 60a. Although not illustrated directly, the
same procedure is performed with each waveform 60b
of Figure 4B.
[0024] At step 53, for each maxima and minima iden-
tified in step 52, the absolute values of the amplitudes of
waveforms 60 are identified. Step 53 is illustrated in two
stages. Figures 6A and 6B are plots of the magnitudes
66 of the peaks and troughs of waveforms 60a, 60b of
Figures 4A, 4B, respectively. The time value correspond-
ing to each identified maxima and minima (e.g., points

64, 65 of Figure 5) are used to extract the magnitude
values of waveforms 60 at the same times. However,
magnitudes are plotted as a numbered series of points
(E1, E2...En) rather than based on the timescale where
E1 corresponds to the amplitude of the first arrival. For
instance, magnitude values 67, 68 correspond to peaks
61 and troughs 62 of waveforms 60a. As shown, the mag-
nitude points 66 may be connected by straight lines to
aid viewing. The second stage of step 53 is illustrated by
Figures 7A and 7B, which are plots of the absolute values
69 of the magnitude values 66. For example, absolute
value points 72 and 74 correspond to magnitude values
67, 68 of Figure 6A. Again, the absolute value points 69
may be connected by straight lines to aid viewing. By
using absolute values, both the positive and negative
peaks of the entire waveform 66 are considered together
in a simplified manner.
[0025] From Figures 7A and 7B, it is possible to identify
some general trends in the data of each waveform, and
various natural groupings or sections appear. Stacking,
or superpositioning, the absolute value points 69 further
highlights these groupings. Figures 8A and 8B illustrate
this step. Figures 8A and 8B are plots of superpositioned
points 76 of the absolute value points 69 of Figures 7A
and 7B. For example, a first series 77 of absolute value
magnitudes 76a of Figure 8A is the same as series 70
of Figure 7A. A second series 78 of absolute value mag-
nitudes 76a of Figure 8A is the summation of correspond-
ing absolute value magnitudes 69a of series 70 and 71
of Figure 7A. A third series 79 of absolute value magni-
tudes 76a of Figure 8A is the summation of corresponding
absolute value magnitudes 69a of series 70, 71 and 73
of Figure 7A. Likewise, the fourth series 80 of absolute
value magnitudes 76a of Figure 8A is the summation of
corresponding absolute value magnitudes 69a of series
70, 71, 73, and 75 of Figure 7A. Figure 8B is generated
from Figure 7B in the same manner. The order in which
the absolute value magnitudes are stacked is not critical,
as it merely serves to highlight natural trends in the data.
[0026] Using the above sequence of steps 51-53, var-
ious patterns begin to emerge from both the free and
bonded sections 13a, 13b of wellbore 13. A person of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize that there are four
or more distinct areas, breaks, or zones in the waveform
response. Accordingly, at step 54 (and as described be-
low with respect to Figure 9), the series of points (E1,
E2...En) is analyzed and sorted based according to these
naturally occurring divisions. Each zone can be adjusted
or shifted based on the waveform response, casing size,
casing weight, cement properties and other environmen-
tal conditions of the well. In the example of the present
disclosure five zones are evident, but a greater or lesser
number of zones may be appropriate for a given set of
waveforms.
[0027] Figure 9 is a combined plot of all eight series of
stacked absolute value magnitudes 76 of Figures 8A and
8B. The vertical lines show where an analyst may exam-
ine the waveform response data and divide the series of
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points into four or more zones according to step 54. Zone
1 corresponds to casing signal arrivals and Zone 5 cor-
responds to formation signal arrivals. Zones 2-4 therefore
encompass the annular area between the casing and the
formation, with Zones 2 and 4 being somewhat influ-
enced by the casing and formation, respectively.
[0028] In some embodiments, the grouping of zones
is based on the shape of the stacked waveforms as
shown in Figure 9. In such embodiments, zones are
grouped according to slope changes of the stacked
waveforms. For example, as shown in Figure 9, dramatic
slope changes may be observed at E3, E6, E8, and E10,
which are the points that divide Zones 1-5. The threshold
that a particular slope change must exceed to qualify as
a zone dividing point may be set as suitable and desired.
In other embodiments, the peak values themselves may
be used to divide the waveforms into zones-for instance,
the low and high peaks may be designated as the points
at which the zones are divided. Referring to Figure 9, for
instance, point E3 is the highest peak that occurs prior
to the next low peak (i.e., E6), so E3 may be designated
as the dividing line between Zones 1-2. Peak E4 is of a
value similar to that of E3, so E4 may be designated as
the dividing line between Zones 1-2 in lieu of E3. Simi-
larly, peak E6 is the lowest value occurring prior to the
next high point (i.e., E8), so E6 may be designated as
the dividing line between Zones 2-3.
[0029] In preferred embodiments, each zone has a
minimum of two peaks, although this is not required. In
some embodiments, waveforms with the highest ampli-
tudes-which generally correspond to free pipe areas-may
have zones that are designated separately from those
waveforms with the lowest amplitudes, which generally
correspond to cement bonded areas. Thus, for instance,
referring to Figure 9, in these embodiments the determi-
nation of zones for the top four waveforms-which have
the highest amplitudes-may be performed separately
from the determination of zones for the bottom four wave-
forms, which have the lowest amplitudes. In some em-
bodiments, zones may be selected such that each zone
corresponds to a separate "wave" in the waveforms. For
instance, in such embodiments, Zones 1-2 would be sep-
arated at E6; Zones 2-3 would be separated at E9, and
so forth. Any of these techniques may be used, or alter-
native, suitable techniques may be used instead. Re-
gardless of the techniques used, in preferred embodi-
ments, the zones that are to be plotted (as described
below) are selected such that they do not include forma-
tion signals, which are typically signals of very high am-
plitude relative to other signal arrivals from the casing
string and annular space (e.g., in Figure 9, the formation
signal arrivals likely correspond to peaks E16 and on-
ward).
[0030] Once the zones are selected at step 54, the
average amplitude for each waveform within each zone
is determined at step 55. This is accomplished by calcu-
lating, for each zone, the mean value of each waveform’s
peaks. Thus, for instance, referring to Figure 9, each of

the waveforms present in Zone 1 may be averaged using
the peaks E1, E2 and E3 present in Zone 1. This results
in multiple mean values for Zone 1, each mean value
corresponding to a different waveform. Similarly, peaks
E4, E5 and E6 are used to calculate the mean value for
Zone 2. In some embodiments, the peaks that straddle
two zones (e.g., peaks E3, E6) may be used to calculate
the mean values of both zones that are straddled. Alter-
natively, in some embodiments, such a peak-like peak
E3-is used to calculate the mean value for Zone 2 and
not for Zone 1. In some embodiments, the average am-
plitude of Zone 1 peaks are calculated twice, once with
the 1st peak (E1) and once without. Because E1 values
are inherently smaller than E3 values, removing the first
set of values from the calculation of the arithmetic mean
facilitates comparison of Zone 1 to the other zones.
[0031] In existing methods, pipe amplitude is calculat-
ed from the amplitude of the E1 arrival and then normal-
ized to a certain value based on casing size and weight.
With peak analysis method 50, however, the E1 arrival
data is not used in at least some embodiments. Accord-
ingly, the waveform data is not normalized to a certain
value for pipe size and weight but rather is optionally
normalized to the free pipe value for the casing in ques-
tion. Thus, the highest amplitude of Zone 1 is determined
to be 100% free (assuming that there is a free pipe sec-
tion), and all the other amplitudes for the other zones are
normalized accordingly. Stated another way, the end re-
sult of the above-described steps is a number of different
amplitude curves determined by the natural break in the
waveform response and normalized to a free pipe value
of unity. Although not required, such normalization allows
comparison of the waveform responses to a known point
of reference.
[0032] The average amplitudes for each zone, whether
normalized or not, indicate a quality of cement bonding.
However, to facilitate interpretation of such amplitude da-
ta, a plot with color, grayscale, or intensity mapping may
be used to visually show the amplitude values of each
zone at each depth in the wellbore. For instance, colors
may be used ranging from a black for low amplitudes
grading to lighter colors then finally to a light blue which
grades to a dark blue at 100 percent free pipe amplitude.
A grayscale scheme with various shades may be used
in lieu of such colors, as may a scheme employing an
intensity map.
[0033] Figures 10A and 10B illustrate such a plot (or
"cement bond log"). Figures 10A and 10B are logs of the
absolute value amplitudes of Figure 8A and 8B, respec-
tively, averaged according to the zones of Figure 9. Fig-
ures 10A and 10B show the zonal averaged absolute
value amplitude data, both as amplitude curves versus
depth and as color-, grayscale- or intensity-maps versus
depth. A left-hand graph 80 includes four amplitude
curves 82 (labeled AV1PEAKW, AV2PEAK, AV3PEAK,
AV4PEAK) of the zonal averaged absolute value ampli-
tude data versus depth. To the immediate right of graph
80, curves 82 are re-plotted as grayscale logs 81a-81d,
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which show the grayscale coding of the above curves in
the same order, with a scale from 0 to 100 and with depth
shown on the vertical axis. Log 81a corresponds to Zone
1; log 81b corresponds to Zone 2; log 81c corresponds
to Zone 3; and log 81d corresponds to Zone 4. Thus, log
81a represents amplitudes of waves received from the
casing, log 81d represents amplitudes of waves received
from the formation, and logs 81b and 81c represent am-
plitudes of waves received from the annular space be-
tween the casing and the formation. The darker shades
indicate good cement bond (as shown in Figure 10B,
which corresponds to the lower part 13b of the wellbore),
and the lightest shades indicate poor cement bond (as
shown in Figure 10A, which corresponds to the upper
part 13a of the wellbore). Other schemes, including color
and intensity mapping, may be used as appropriate.
[0034] The foregoing technique is useful for mapping
the entire depth of a well along a single vertical column.
That is, the technique is able to create a visual depiction
of the waveform amplitudes received from the fluid, cas-
ing, annular space, and formation for the entire depth of
the well-but only for unidirectional waveforms. Thus, al-
though the mapping may accurately indicate the quality
of cement bonding in the direction in which the tool an-
tenna is oriented, it does not provide information about
the cement bonding in directions where the tool antenna
is not oriented.

Multidirectional Waveform Processing

[0035] Accordingly, in some embodiments, a multi-di-
rectional cement bond logging tool may be used to trans-
mit sonic and/or ultrasonic waves to and receive sonic
and/or ultrasonic waves from multiple directions at each
depth, thereby providing composite images that visualize
a substantial portion of the annular space at each depth.
Figure 11A provides a perspective view of a multi-direc-
tional cement bond logging tool 14. The tool 14 comprises
a multi-directional transmitter 89 and multiple directional
receivers 87, 88. In some embodiments, a multi-direc-
tional transceiver may be used in lieu of separate trans-
mitters and receivers. The remainder of this discussion
assumes the use of transceiver embodiments, although
techniques described herein may be adapted for use with
any suitable logging tool configuration. Figure 11B pro-
vides a cross-sectional view of a multi-directional cement
bond logging tool (e.g., radial antenna) 14 disposed with-
in a wellbore 13. The tool 14 is disposed within a portion
99 of the wellbore that contains fluid or another known
material. Concentrically adjacent to the portion 99 is the
casing string 100. Concentrically adjacent to the casing
string 100 is the annular space 101-an area of particular
interest because it contains a cement layer, the quality
of which the tool 14 is intended to ascertain. Concentri-
cally adjacent to the casing string 100 is the formation
102.
[0036] The logging tool 14 comprises multiple trans-
ceivers (or "segments") 90a-90h disposed in a radial

fashion about the circumference of the tool 14, although
the scope of this disclosure is not limited to any specific
number of segments or any particular radial positioning
of the segments. Using more segments will provide ad-
ditional data from additional parts of the annular space
and cement layer, thereby producing an image of the
annular space and the cement bond layer that has greater
resolution. In contrast, using fewer segments provides
fewer data points and thus produces an image of the
annular space and cement layer that has poorer resolu-
tion. Each of the segments 90a-90h is capable of trans-
mitting sonic and/or ultrasonic waves in the general di-
rection indicated by dashed lines 91-98, respectively.
Similarly, each of the segments 90a-90h is adapted to
receive sonic and/or ultrasonic waves from the general
direction indicated by dashed lines 91-98, respectively.
Again, as explained, any suitable tool configuration may
be used.
[0037] In practice, each of the segments 90a-90h
transmits signals in the directions of lines 91-98, respec-
tively, and subsequently receives reflected waves and
records waveforms accordingly. The waveforms record-
ed by segment 90a are processed as described in detail
above with respect to Figures 3-10B, thereby producing
a visual depiction of the waveform amplitudes for multiple
zones in the general direction of dashed line 91. Stated
another way, processing the waveforms recorded by seg-
ment 90a produces an image (e.g., coded using color,
grayscale, intensity) that indicates the quality of cement
bond in the portion of the annular space that coincides
with dashed line 91. Tool 14, however, also comprises
segments 90b-90h, each of which records its own wave-
forms, just like segment 90a. These waveforms, when
processed as described above, produce images that in-
dicate the quality of cement bond in the portions of the
annular space that coincide with the dashed lines 92-98.
The net result of this process using segments 90a-90h
is a set of eight images indicating the quality of cement
bond at the portions of the annular space coinciding with
the eight dashed lines 91-98. Stated another way, the
zone(s) that corresponds to the annular space (e.g., Zone
3) is visualized at the points indicated by dashed lines
91-98. The data in these multiple images of the annular
space zone(s) may be aggregated to produce a compos-
ite set of data (generally referred to herein as a "shell"
because the data is obtained from numerous points
around the circumference of the zone(s)) that indicates
the quality of cement bond throughout the annular space
101 for the depth at which the waveforms were recorded.
The shell data may be modified using any suitable inter-
polation technique (e.g., a linear averaging technique) to
determine appropriate averaged absolute value ampli-
tude data for the portions of the zone(s) that are located
in between the dashed lines 91-98. By repeating this
process at multiple depths throughout the wellbore, a
composite shell image is formed to produce an indication
of the quality of cement bond for the entire annular space
at all depths of the wellbore-essentially, a visual depiction
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of the cement bond quality for the entire annular space
101.
[0038] Figure 12 shows a flowchart of a method 105
usable to produce logs for different shells. The method
105 first comprises transmitting sonic and/or ultrasonic
signals in and receiving sonic and/or ultrasonic signals
from multiple directions (step 106). As explained with re-
spect to Figure 11, this step may be performed by a multi-
directional cement bond logging tool 14, such as a multi-
directional antenna. After the tool 14 records time-do-
main waveforms based on incoming sonic and/or ultra-
sonic signals, the method 105 comprises processing
each received waveform using the techniques described
above with respect to Figures 3-10B (step 107). Perform-
ing step 107 results in averaged absolute value amplitude
data in each zone for each received waveform. Figure
13 shows eight grayscale logs 115-122, although other
schemes, such as color or intensity mapping, also may
be used. The logs 115-122 in Figure 13 correspond to
waveforms recorded by the segments 90a-90h, respec-
tively. In addition, each logs 115-122 contains multiple
sub-logs a-d. Sub-logs a-d correspond to waveform data
from Zones 1-4, respectively. Thus, for instance, log 115a
indicates the averaged absolute value amplitude data in
Zone 1 (e.g., the general area of the casing string 100)
for the waveform received from segment 90a. Similarly,
for example, log 121c indicates the averaged absolute
value amplitude data in Zone 3 (e.g., the outer area of
the annular space 101 within which the cement layer is
disposed) for the waveform received from segment 90g.
Although each iteration through method 105 processes
waveforms at a single depth of the wellbore, the logs
115-122 in Figure 13 plot depth on the y-axis to demon-
strate how a complete set of logs may appear for the
entire depth of the wellbore.
[0039] As explained above, each of the dashed lines
91-98 in Figure 11B indicates the general areas from
which the waveform data of Figure 13 is obtained.
Dashed line 91 corresponds to the data shown in log 115,
while dashed line 92 corresponds to the data shown in
log 116, and so on. For this reason, it is possible to re-
arrange the logs of Figure 13 in such a way that they
provide cross-sectional views of the amplitude data from
the wellbore. Stated another way, and referring to Figure
11B, the data for dashed line 91-which corresponds to
log 115-can be grouped with the data for dashed line 95-
which corresponds to log 119. Grouping the logs of
dashed lines that are separated by 180 degrees in this
way provides a cross-sectional view of the logs 115-122,
thereby making the logs easier to understand and inter-
pret.
[0040] Figure 14 shows such a rearrangement of logs
115-122. Specifically, logs 115 and 119 are grouped to-
gether (shown as log 125) because they correspond to
dashed lines 91 and 95. Similarly, logs 116 and 120 are
grouped together (shown as log 126) because they cor-
respond to dashed lines 92 and 96. Logs 117 and 121
are grouped (shown as log 127) because they corre-

spond to dashed lines 93 and 97, and logs 118 and 122
are grouped (shown as log 128) because they corre-
spond to dashed lines 94 and 98. As shown in Figure 14,
logs 115 and 119 are oriented in such a way that the
open wellbore space 99 is in the middle, Zone 1 data
(i.e., logs 115a and 119a) is immediately adjacent to the
open space 99, Zone 2 data (i.e., logs 115b and 119b)
is immediately adjacent to the Zone 1 data, Zone 3 data
(i.e., logs 115c and 119c) is immediately adjacent to the
Zone 2 data, and Zone 4 data (i.e., logs 115d and 119d)
is immediately adjacent to the Zone 3 data. In this way,
track 1 shows what a cross-sectional view of the aver-
aged absolute value amplitude data taken at dashed lines
91 and 95 would look like for the entire wellbore at all
depths, starting with the open space 99 and moving out-
ward with logs 115a and 119a representing data roughly
corresponding to the casing string 100, logs 116a and
120a representing data roughly corresponding to the in-
ner portion of the annular space 101, logs 117a and 121a
representing data roughly corresponding to the outer por-
tion of the annular space 101, and logs 118a and 122a
representing data roughly corresponding to the area of
the annular space 101 immediately adjacent to the for-
mation 102. Logs 126-128 are similarly arranged.
[0041] Referring again to Figure 12, the method 105
next comprises aggregating the averaged absolute value
amplitude data for each zone across all received wave-
forms into shells (step 108), which were briefly described
above. For instance, Zone 1 data across all waveforms-
i.e., data represented by logs 115a, 116a, 117a, 118a,
119a, 120a, 121a and 122a-are aggregated into a shell.
These data were collected from the casing string 100 at
the points coincident with dashed lines 91-98. The areas
of string 100 not coincident with dashed lines 91-98, how-
ever, are unaccounted for and are not represented in the
shell. Accordingly, any suitable interpolation technique
(e.g., a linear averaging technique) is used to determine
data values for the areas of the string 100 between the
dashed lines 91-98. In this way, the shell presents a more
complete picture of the data for the entire string 100. A
similar process is performed for Zone 2 data across all
waveforms-that is, data corresponding to the inner por-
tion of the annular space 101; for Zone 3 data across all
waveforms, which correspond to the outer portion of the
annular space 101; and for Zone 4 data across all wave-
forms, which correspond to the area of the annular space
101 that is immediately adjacent to the formation 102.
The aggregated data is then used to create a composite
image of cement bond quality for each shell (step 109).
Specifically, the images are generated using the data
from logs 115-122 and any of a variety of suitable inter-
polation techniques; each image corresponds to a differ-
ent shell and represents the averaged absolute value
amplitude data for that shell. Steps 106-109 are then re-
peated at numerous depths within the wellbore 13 (step
110), and additional data obtained from each depth is
added to the composite shell images generated in step
109 to visualize the entire wellbore. The number of depths
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at which the process 105 is performed may vary, but in
the instance that the averaged absolute value amplitude
data between any two depths in missing, any suitable
interpolation technique may be used to determine that
data, and the data may be added to the composite shell
image in question.
[0042] Figure 15 shows a set of such composite imag-
es (or composite logs) for each shell. Image 130 is a
grayscale image of the averaged absolute value ampli-
tude data for the shell that corresponds to Zone 1-e.g.,
the casing string. It is formed using all available Zone 1
data-that is, data in logs 115a, 116a, 117a, 118a, 119a,
120a, 121a and 122a-and any of a variety of suitable
interpolation techniques. Similarly, image 131 is a gray-
scale image of the averaged absolute value amplitude
data for the shell that corresponds to Zone 2-e.g., the
inner area of the annular space. It is formed using all
available Zone 2 data-that is, data in logs 115b, 116b,
117b, 118b, 119b, 120b, 121b and 122b-and a suitable
interpolation technique. Image 132 is a grayscale image
of the averaged absolute value amplitude data for the
shell that corresponds to the outer portion of the annular
space 101. It is formed using all available Zone 3 data-
that is, data in logs 115c, 116c, 117c, 118c, 119c, 120c,
121c and 122c-and a suitable interpolation technique.
Finally, image 133 is a grayscale image of the averaged
absolute value amplitude data for the area of the annular
space 101 immediately adjacent to the formation 102. It
is formed using all available Zone 4 data-that is, data in
logs 115d, 116d, 117d, 118d, 119d, 120d, 121d and
122d-and a suitable interpolation technique. Images
131-133 may be of greatest interest, because they are
visual representations of the cement layer disposed with-
in the annular space 101. Lighter shades represent high
averaged absolute value amplitude data and thus poor
cement bonds (or the absence of cement altogether),
while darker shades represent low averaged absolute
value amplitude data and thus strong cement bonds.
[0043] This discussion describes Zones 1-4 (and their
corresponding shells) as if they precisely coincide with
the casing 100, inner annular space 101, outer annular
space 101, and the annular space 101 immediately ad-
jacent to the formation 102, respectively. In some em-
bodiments, however, this may not be the case. The re-
corded waveforms may, in some cases, be divided into
zones (Figure 4, step 54; Figure 10) such that a single
zone (and the corresponding shell) coincides with multi-
ple features in the wellbore. For instance, instead of cor-
responding only to the casing string 100, Zone 2 may
correspond to some or all of the casing string 100 and
some or all of the annular space 101. In addition, while
the embodiments have been described above in the con-
text of four zones and four shells, any suitable number
of zones and shells may be used, according to the dis-
cretion of one of ordinary skill in the art. Further, the tech-
niques described thus far have been in the single-casing
string context. The same techniques, however, also may
be used to evaluate cement in annular spaces behind

multiple casing strings. In such embodiments, wave-
forms may be divided into more than four zones so that
each annular space that contains cement is assigned to
at least one zone. Further still, although in the foregoing
embodiments sonic and/or ultrasonic signals are trans-
mitted and received using the multi-directional logging
tool 14 shown in Figures 11A-11B, in some embodi-
ments, other suitable tools are used, such as the pitch
and catch transducers 40-42 or pulse echo transducer
43 of Figure 2. These transducers, though unidirectional,
may be mounted on a wireline such that they spin about
its axis, thereby enabling the transducers to transmit son-
ic and/or ultrasonic signals in and receive sonic and/or
ultrasonic signals from multiple directions.

Using Ratios and Differences in Multi-String Environ-
ments

[0044] Figure 16 is a flowchart of a method that may
be used to evaluate the quality of cement present in an-
nular spaces behind one or more casing strings. Although
it is described in the context of a unidirectional cement
bond logging tool, it may also be performed in embodi-
ments deploying a multi-directional logging tool. In addi-
tion, although the technique is described in the context
of a two-casing string environment, the technique also
may be performed in downhole environments with a sin-
gle casing string or more than two casing strings. The
method generally entails determining the averaged ab-
solute value amplitude data for each of a plurality of zones
of a waveform as described above with respect to Figures
3-10B, and then determining numerical ratios or differ-
ences between the data for the zones. This process is
repeated at multiple depths. The calculated ratios or dif-
ferences are then plotted as a function of depth and are
analyzed to identify areas of an annular space (e.g., an
annular space behind the outer of two concentric casing
strings) that possess strong cement bonding and those
than have weaker cement bonding.
[0045] The method 140 begins with transmitting and
receiving sonic and/or ultrasonic signals at multiple
depths of a wellbore (step 141), and it further comprises
processing each recorded waveform according to the
techniques described above with respect to Figures
3-10B (step 142). The result of step 142 is a set of aver-
age absolute value amplitude data for each of a plurality
of zones and at multiple wellbore depths. The method
140 then comprises calculating ratios (or, alternatively,
calculating differences) among the average absolute val-
ue amplitude data for different zones at each depth (step
143). For instance, if the average absolute value ampli-
tude for a hypothetical Zone 1 is 10,000 at a depth of 500
feet and the average absolute value amplitude for a hy-
pothetical Zone 3 is 2,000 at the same depth of 500 feet,
the ratio of Zone 1 to Zone 3 at 500 feet is 5. Such ratios
between Zone 1 and Zone 3 data may be calculated
throughout multiple depths of the wellbore, thereby pro-
ducing a Zone 1-to-Zone 3 ratio curve for some or all
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depths of the wellbore. The ratio curve is then plotted
(step 144). Such ratio curves may be produced for any
combination of zones and is not limited to Zones 1 and
3. Difference curves (i.e., performed by subtracting the
average absolute value amplitude data for different
zones at a common depth) may be generated and plotted
in a similar fashion.
[0046] Each ratio curve or difference curve is plotted
with one or more companion curves that indicates the
ratios or differences between two other zones besides
the zones that have already been plotted. For instance,
a single ratio plot may contain both a Zone 1-to-Zone 2
ratio curve and a Zone 2-to-Zone 3 ratio curve. Similarly,
a single difference plot may contain both a Zone 1-Zone
2 difference curve and a Zone 2-Zone 3 difference curve.
Although two curves per plot are preferred, any number
of curves may be plotted, as desired. The ratio or differ-
ence curves are then analyzed for particular patterns to
identify strong or poor cement bonding throughout the
depth of the wellbore (step 145).
[0047] Figure 17 is an illustrative set of amplitude and
ratio plots produced by performing the method of Figure
16 in a hypothetical wellbore environment, in accordance
with embodiments. Specifically, Figure 17 shows a ratio
curve plot 150 and an amplitude cement bond log 151.
The ratio curve plot 150 includes two ratio curves-a Zone
1-to-Zone 2 curve 148, and a Zone 2-to-Zone 3 curve
149. These curves are plotted as a function of depth along
the vertical axis. The log 151 is similar to the logs shown
in Figure 13 in that it shows grayscale-coded average
absolute value amplitude data for each of four zones at
a plurality of depths. In particular, log 151 comprises sub-
logs 151a-151d, which correspond to hypothetical Zones
1-4, respectively. Comparing the plot 150 to the log 151
in this manner facilitates the initial interpretation of the
plot 150. After the behavior of plot 150 is understood by
interpreting it in light of log 151, the log 151 is no longer
necessary and the plot 150 may be interpreted and used
independently of log 151.
[0048] The behavior of the ratio curves shown in plot
150 indicates the quality of cement bond present in the
annular space behind the second casing string in a multi-
string wellbore environment. The determination as to
which zone ratios should be calculated and plotted rests
at least in part on the bond of Zone 1 (i.e., the inner casing
string). If the amplitude curves associated with Zone 1
suggest that Zone 1 is free pipe-i.e., that Zone 1 contains
an inner casing string that is not bonded to cement in the
annular space adjacent to the string-then ratios from any
two zones may typically be used to calculate and plot a
ratio curve (and, alternatively, differences from any two
zones may typically be used to calculate and plot a dif-
ference curve). If, however, the amplitude curves asso-
ciated with Zone 1 suggest that Zone 1 is bonded to ce-
ment, then Zone 1 preferably is not used in ratio or dif-
ferential calculations.
[0049] The ratio curves 148, 149 in plot 150 converge
and diverge. In some instances, they converge to the

point that they are the same value. As can be seen by
comparing the behavior of the ratio curves to the ampli-
tude values in log 151, when the ratio curves diverge
from each other at a particular depth, the amplitude val-
ues in logs 151a-c (i.e., Zones 1-3) decrease at that same
depth. As explained in detail above, decreasing ampli-
tude values indicate strengthening cement bond. Thus,
for instance, at depth x1, the ratio curves are highly di-
vergent, and relatively low amplitudes (indicating strong
bond) are seen in Zones 1-3 at the same depth in log
151. At depth x2, the ratio curves sit atop one another
and are effectively the same value; at this same depth in
log 151, relatively high amplitudes (indicating poor bond)
are seen in Zones 1-3. At depths x3-x5, the divergent
ratio curves in plot 150 correspond to relatively low am-
plitudes (and strong bonds) at the same depths in log
151. Depths x1-x5 are selected merely for illustrative pur-
poses. The relationships described between plot 150 and
log 151 at depths x1-x5 are generally valid for all depths.
The behavior of difference curves is similarly predictive
of the cement bond quality at any given depth.
[0050] Figure 18 is another illustrative set of amplitude
and ratio plots produced by performing the method of
Figure 16 in a hypothetical wellbore environment, in ac-
cordance with embodiments. The plot 152 contains two
ratio curves-Zone 1-to-Zone 3 curve 154 and Zone 2-to-
Zone 3 curve 155. Log 153 contains four sub-logs 153a-
d, which correspond to hypothetical Zones 1-4, respec-
tively. The relationships described above with respect to
Figure 17 are also valid in Figure 18. Specifically, the
more the ratio curves in plot 152 diverge, the lower the
amplitudes at the same depth for Zones 1-3 in log 153,
thus indicating a strong cement bond at that depth. Sim-
ilarly, the more the ratio curves in plot 152 converge, the
higher the amplitudes at the same depth for Zones 1-3
in log 153, thus indicating poor cement bond at that depth.
For instance, at depth x1, the ratio curves diverge signif-
icantly. At the same depth in log 153, the grayscale cod-
ing indicates low amplitudes and, therefore, strong ce-
ment bond. At depth x2, however, the ratio curves have
fully converged. Thus, at the same depth in log 153, the
grayscale coding indicates high amplitudes and, there-
fore, a poor cement bond. The behavior of difference
curves is similarly predictive of the cement bond quality
at any given depth.
[0051] Analyzing the behavior of ratio or difference
curves in this manner presents multiple advantages.
First, an interpreter inspecting a ratio curve plot is able
to determine, at a glance, the relative cement bond quality
at any given depth. For instance, if an interpreter wishes
to identify the depths in a hypothetical wellbore with the
poorest cement bonding, he may simply inspect a ratio
curve plot-such as plot 150 or 152-and identify the areas
where the ratio curves have identical values. Similarly, if
the interpreter wishes to identify the depths with the
strongest cement bonding, he may identify the depths in
the ratio curve plot at which the ratio curves diverge most
significantly. This ease-of-use is enhanced by the fact
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that a ratio curve plot has fewer curves (and is thus easier
to read and interpret) than an equivalent amplitude plot,
since a single ratio curve is formed using amplitude data
from multiple amplitude curves.
[0052] Another advantage to the use of ratio or differ-
ence curves is that because such curves are inherently
relative in nature, they suffer to a lesser degree from en-
vironmental conditions that may distort discrete ampli-
tude measurements. More specifically, in some down-
hole environments containing multiple concentric casing
strings, the presence of an inner string (and fluid or ce-
ment in the annulus outside the inner string) may interfere
with obtaining accurate amplitude values of waves re-
ceived from a cement sheath outside the second casing
string. For instance, analyzing amplitude values from a
hypothetical Zone 6 (corresponding to an outer cement
sheath) necessarily implicates the use of data that has
been subject to interference arising from the inner string.
However, when amplitude values from Zone 6 are ana-
lyzed relative to values from Zone 4 (by calculating ratios
or differences between the two zones), the impact of the
interference caused by the inner string (and fluid or ce-
ment outside the inner string) is attenuated, because both
the data from Zones 4 and the data from Zone 6 have
been subject to the same or similar levels of interference.
By taking ratios or differences of data from the two zones,
the interference effects are dampened.
[0053] Numerous other variations and modifications
will become apparent to those skilled in the art once the
above disclosure is fully appreciated. It is intended that
the following claims be interpreted to embrace all such
variations, modifications and equivalents. In addition, the
term "or" should be interpreted in an inclusive sense.
[0054] The present disclosure encompasses numer-
ous embodiments. At least some of these embodiments
are directed to a method for generating a cement bond
log that comprises transmitting sonic or ultrasonic waves
in multiple directions from a logging tool disposed in a
wellbore; receiving reflected waves at the logging tool
and recording waveforms based on said received waves;
processing the waveforms to determine numerical values
that indicate a degree of bonding associated with multiple
portions of a cement sheath disposed in said wellbore;
aggregating the numerical values; and generating a com-
posite image based on said aggregated numerical val-
ues. Such embodiments may be supplemented in a va-
riety of ways, including by adding any of the following
concepts or steps, in any sequence and in any combina-
tion: the numerical values comprise mean absolute value
amplitudes at minima and maxima of the waveforms;
identifying said minima and maxima of the waveforms by
determining derivatives of said waveforms; identifying
said minima and maxima further comprises identifying
peaks and troughs in said waveforms that correspond to
sign changes identified using said derivatives; said com-
posite image is selected from the group consisting of
color-coded images, grayscale-coded images and inten-
sity-coded images; interpolating values between at least

some of the numerical values, wherein generating said
composite image comprises using the interpolated val-
ues; and the logging tool comprises a transmitter and
receiver system selected from the group consisting of
one or more multi-directional antennas, pitch-and-catch
transceivers, and a pulse echo transceiver.
[0055] At least some of the examples in the present
disclosure are directed to a method for generating a ce-
ment bond log that comprises lowering a multi-directional
logging tool into a wellbore; transmitting multiple signals
radially from the tool; receiving multiple reflected signals;
for each of said received signals, determining a set of
absolute value amplitudes of a corresponding waveform
at minima and maxima of said waveform; for each set of
absolute value amplitudes, determining a portion of the
set that corresponds to an area associated with a cement
sheath; determining a mean value of the absolute value
amplitudes in each of said portions; and generating a
composite image using the mean values determined for
said portions. Such examples may be supplemented in
a variety of ways, including by adding any of the following
concepts or steps, in any sequence and in any combina-
tion: the multi-directional logging tool is selected from the
group consisting of multi-directional antennas, pitch-and-
catch antennas, and a pulse echo antenna; generating
the composite image comprises using interpolated val-
ues determined using at least some of the mean values;
performing said method at a plurality of different depths
in the wellbore; said minima and maxima of the wave-
forms are identified by calculating derivatives of said
waveforms; plotting said sets of absolute value ampli-
tudes and superimposing said sets of absolute value am-
plitudes to determine the portions of the sets that corre-
spond to the area associated with the cement sheath;
and normalizing said mean values to other mean values
determined for other portions of the sets of absolute value
amplitudes, said other portions corresponding to an area
of the wellbore within which the tool is disposed.
[0056] At least some of the examples in the present
disclosure are directed to a system for evaluating cement
bonding in a wellbore that comprises a multi-directional
logging tool to transmit signals from the tool in multiple
directions and to receive reflected signals; and process-
ing logic coupled to the tool that determines, for each of
the received signals, a set of absolute value amplitudes
of a corresponding waveform at minima and maxima of
said waveform, wherein a portion of each set of absolute
value amplitudes corresponds to an area associated with
a cement sheath in the wellbore, and wherein the
processing logic determines a mean value of the absolute
value amplitudes in each of said portions and generates
a composite image using the mean values determined
for said portions. Such examples may be supplemented
in a variety of ways, including by adding any of the fol-
lowing concepts, in any sequence and in any combina-
tion: a different portion of each set of absolute value am-
plitudes corresponds to a different area associated with
a different cement sheath in the wellbore, wherein the
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processing logic determines a mean value of the absolute
value amplitudes in each of said different portions and
generates a different composite image using the mean
value determined for each of said different portions; the
multi-directional logging tool is selected from the group
consisting of a radial antenna, pitch-and-catch transceiv-
ers, and a pulse echo transceiver; the processing logic
determines said minima and maxima of the waveform by
calculating a derivative of the waveform; the composite
image is selected from the group consisting of a color-
coded image, a grayscale-coded image and an intensity-
coded image; and to generate the composite image, the
processing logic interpolates between at least some of
the mean values.

Claims

1. A method for generating a cement bond log, com-
prising:

transmitting sonic or ultrasonic waves in multiple
directions from a multi-directional logging tool
disposed in a wellbore;
receiving reflected waves at the logging tool and
recording waveforms based on said received
waves;
processing the waveforms to determine numer-
ical values that indicate a degree of bonding as-
sociated with multiple portions of a cement
sheath disposed in said wellbore;
aggregating the numerical values; and
generating a composite image based on said
aggregated numerical values;
characterized in that said numerical values
comprise mean absolute value amplitudes at
minima and maxima of the waveforms.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising identifying
said minima and maxima of the waveforms by de-
termining derivatives of said waveforms, and, option-
ally, wherein identifying said minima and maxima fur-
ther comprises identifying peaks and troughs in said
waveforms that correspond to sign changes identi-
fied using said derivatives.

3. The methods of any one of claims 1-2, wherein said
composite image is selected from the group consist-
ing of: color-coded images, grayscale-coded images
and intensity-coded images.

4. The methods of any one of claims 1-2, further com-
prising interpolating values between at least some
of the numerical values, and wherein generating said
composite image comprises using the interpolated
values, and/or wherein the logging tool comprises a
transmitter and receiver system selected from the
group consisting of: one or more multi-directional an-

tennas, pitch-and-catch transceivers, and a pulse
echo transceiver.

5. The methods of any one of claims 1-2, further com-
prising interpolating values between at least some
of the numerical values, wherein generating said
composite image comprises using the interpolated
values, and wherein said composite image is select-
ed from the group consisting of color-coded images,
grayscale-coded images and intensity-coded imag-
es.

6. The method of any preceding claim, further compris-
ing:

for each of said received waves, determining a
set of absolute value amplitudes of a corre-
sponding waveform at minima and maxima of
said waveform;
for each set of absolute value amplitudes, de-
termining a portion of the set that corresponds
to an area associated with a cement sheath;
determining a mean value of the absolute value
amplitudes in each of said portions; and
generating a composite image using the mean
values determined for said portions.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the multi-directional
logging tool is selected from the group consisting of:
multi-directional antennas, pitch-and-catch anten-
nas, and a pulse echo antenna.

8. The methods of claim 6 or 7, wherein generating the
composite image comprises using interpolated val-
ues determined using at least some of the mean val-
ues.

9. The methods of claim 6 or 7, wherein said minima
and maxima of the waveforms are identified by cal-
culating derivatives of said waveforms, and/or fur-
ther comprising plotting said sets of absolute value
amplitudes and superimposing said sets of absolute
value amplitudes to determine the portions of the
sets that correspond to the area associated with the
cement sheath.

10. The methods of claim 6 or 7, further comprising nor-
malizing said mean values to other mean values de-
termined for other portions of the sets of absolute
value amplitudes, said other portions corresponding
to an area of the wellbore within which the tool is
disposed, and/or further comprising performing said
method at a plurality of different depths in the well-
bore, and wherein generating the composite image
comprises using interpolated values determined us-
ing at least some of the mean values.

11. A system for evaluating cement bonding in a well-
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bore, comprising:

a multi-directional logging tool to transmit sig-
nals from the tool in multiple directions and to
receive reflected signals; and
processing logic coupled to the tool that deter-
mines, for each of the received signals, a set of
absolute value amplitudes of a corresponding
waveform at minima and maxima of said wave-
form,
wherein a portion of each set of absolute value
amplitudes corresponds to an area associated
with a cement sheath in the wellbore, charac-
terized in that
the processing logic determines a mean value
of the absolute value amplitudes in each of said
portions and generates a composite image us-
ing the mean values determined for said por-
tions.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein a different portion
of each set of absolute value amplitudes corre-
sponds to a different area associated with a different
cement sheath in the wellbore, and wherein the
processing logic determines a mean value of the ab-
solute value amplitudes in each of said different por-
tions and generates a different composite image us-
ing the mean value determined for each of said dif-
ferent portions.

13. The systems of claim 11 or 12, wherein the multi-
directional logging tool is selected from the group
consisting of: a radial antenna, pitch-and-catch
transceivers, and a pulse echo transceiver.

14. The systems of claim 11 or 12, wherein the process-
ing logic determines said minima and maxima of the
waveform by calculating a derivative of the wave-
form.

15. The systems of claim 11 or 12, wherein, to generate
the composite image, the processing logic interpo-
lates between at least some of the mean values,
and/or wherein the composite image is selected from
the group consisting of: a color-coded image, a gray-
scale-coded image and an intensity-coded image.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Erstellen eines Zementhaftungspro-
tokolls, umfassend:

Übertragen von Schall- oder Ultraschallwellen
in mehrere Richtungen von einem multidirekti-
onalen Protokollierungswerkzeug, das in einem
Bohrloch angeordnet ist;
Empfangen von reflektierten Wellen an dem

Protokollierungswerkzeug und Aufzeichnen von
Wellenformen auf Grundlage der empfangenen
Wellen;
Verarbeiten der Wellenformen, um numerische
Werte zu bestimmen, die einen Grad an Bindung
in Verbindung mit mehreren Teilen einer Ze-
menthülle angeben, die in dem Bohrloch ange-
ordnet ist;
Aggregieren der numerischen Werte; und
Erstellen eines Verbundbildes auf Grundlage
der aggregierten numerischen Werte;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die numerischen Werte mittlere Absolut-
wertamplituden an Minima und Maxima der Wel-
lenformen umfassen.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend das
Identifizieren der Minima und Maxima der Wellen-
formen durch Bestimmen von Ableitungen der Wel-
lenformen, und wobei das Identifizieren der Minima
und Maxima optional ferner das Identifizieren von
Peaks und Tälern in den Wellenformen umfasst, die
unter Verwendung der Ableitungen identifizierten
Vorzeichenänderungen entsprechen.

3. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-2, wobei das
Verbundbild aus der Gruppe ausgewählt ist, die aus
Folgendem besteht: farbcodierten Bildern, graustu-
fencodierten Bildern und intensitätscodierten Bil-
dern.

4. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-2, ferner um-
fassend das Interpolieren von Werten zwischen zu-
mindest einigen der numerischen Werte, und wobei
das Erstellen des Verbundbildes das Verwenden der
interpolierten Werte umfasst, und/oder wobei das
Protokollierungswerkzeug ein Sender- und Empfän-
gersystem umfasst, das aus der Gruppe ausgewählt
ist, die aus Folgendem besteht: einer oder mehreren
multidirektionalen Antennen, Pitch-and-Catch-Sen-
deempfängern und einem Impulsechosendeemp-
fänger.

5. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-2, ferner um-
fassend das Interpolieren von Werten zwischen zu-
mindest einigen der numerischen Werte, wobei das
Erstellen des Verbundbildes das Verwenden der in-
terpolierten Werte umfasst, und wobei das Verbund-
bild aus der Gruppe ausgewählt ist, die aus farbco-
dierten Bildern, graustufencodierten Bildern und in-
tensitätscodierten Bildern besteht.

6. Verfahren nach einem vorhergehenden Anspruch,
ferner umfassend:

Bestimmen eines Satzes an Absolutwertampli-
tuden einer entsprechenden Wellenform an Mi-
nima und Maxima der Wellenform für jede der
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empfangenen Wellen;
Bestimmen eines Teils des Satzes, der einem
Bereich in Verbindung mit einer Zementhülle
entspricht, für jeden Satz an Absolutwertampli-
tuden;
Bestimmen eines mittleren Wertes der Absolut-
wertamplituden in jedem der Teile; und
Erstellen eines Verbundbildes unter Verwen-
dung der für die Teile bestimmten mittleren Wer-
te.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei das multidirekti-
onale Protokollierungswerkzeug aus der Gruppe
ausgewählt ist, die aus Folgendem besteht: multidi-
rektionalen Antennen, Pitch-and-Catch-Antennen
und einer Impulsechoantenne.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6 oder 7, wobei das Er-
stellen des Verbundbildes das Verwenden von inter-
polierten Werten umfasst, die unter Verwendung von
zumindest einigen der mittleren Werte bestimmt
werden.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6 oder 7, wobei die Minima
und Maxima der Wellenformen durch Berechnen
von Ableitungen der Wellenformen identifiziert wer-
den, und/oder ferner umfassend das Darstellen der
Sätze an Absolutwertamplituden und Überlagern der
Sätze an Absolutwertamplituden, um die Teile der
Sätze zu bestimmen, die dem Bereich in Verbindung
mit der Zementhülle entsprechen.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6 oder 7, ferner umfas-
send das Normalisieren der mittleren Werte auf an-
dere mittlere Werte, die für andere Teile der Sätze
an Absolutwertamplituden bestimmt sind, wobei die
anderen Teile einem Bereich des Bohrlochs entspre-
chen, in dem das Werkzeug angeordnet ist, und/oder
ferner umfassend das Durchführen des Verfahrens
an einer Vielzahl von unterschiedlichen Tiefen in
dem Bohrloch, und wobei das Erstellen des Ver-
bundbildes das Verwenden von interpolierten Wer-
ten umfasst, die unter Verwendung von zumindest
einigen der mittleren Werte bestimmt werden.

11. System zum Evaluieren von Zementhaftung in ei-
nem Bohrloch, umfassend:

ein multidirektionales Protokollierungswerk-
zeug zum Übertragen von Signalen von dem
Werkzeug in mehrere Richtungen und zum
Empfangen von reflektierten Signalen; und
Verarbeitungslogik, die an das Werkzeug ge-
koppelt ist, die für jedes der empfangenen Sig-
nale einen Satz an Absolutwertamplituden einer
entsprechenden Wellenform bei Minima und
Maxima der Wellenform bestimmt,
wobei ein Teil jedes Satzes an Absolutwertamp-

lituden einem Bereich in Verbindung mit einer
Zementhülle in dem Bohrloch entspricht,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Verarbeitungslogik einen mittleren Wert der
Absolutwertamplituden in jedem der Teile be-
stimmt und unter Verwendung der für die Teile
bestimmten mittleren Werte ein Verbundbild er-
stellt.

12. System nach Anspruch 11, wobei ein unterschiedli-
cher Teil jedes Satzes an Absolutwertamplituden ei-
nem unterschiedlichen Bereich in Verbindung mit ei-
ner unterschiedlichen Zementhülle in dem Bohrloch
entspricht, und wobei die Verarbeitungslogik einen
mittleren Wert der Absolutwertamplituden in jedem
der unterschiedlichen Teile bestimmt und unter Ver-
wendung des für jeden der unterschiedlichen Teile
bestimmten mittleren Wertes ein unterschiedliches
Verbundbild erstellt.

13. Systeme nach Anspruch 11 oder 12, wobei das mul-
tidirektionale Protokollierungswerkzeug aus der
Gruppe ausgewählt ist, die aus Folgendem besteht:
einer radialen Antenne, Pitch-and-Catch-Sende-
empfängern und einem Impulsechosendeempfän-
ger.

14. Systeme nach Anspruch 11 oder 12, wobei die Ver-
arbeitungslogik die Minima und Maxima der Wellen-
form durch Berechnen einer Ableitung der Wellen-
form bestimmt.

15. Systeme nach Anspruch 11 oder 12, wobei die Ver-
arbeitungslogik, um das Verbundbild zu erzeugen,
zwischen zumindest einigen der mittleren Werte in-
terpoliert, und/oder wobei das Verbundbild aus der
Gruppe ausgewählt ist, die aus Folgendem besteht:
einem farbcodierten Bild, einem graustufencodier-
ten Bild und einem intensitätscodierten Bild.

Revendications

1. Procédé de génération d’une diagraphie d’adhésivi-
té du ciment, comprenant :

la transmission d’ondes sonores ou ultrasono-
res dans plusieurs directions à partir d’un outil
de diagraphie multidirectionnel disposé dans un
puits de forage ;
la réception d’ondes réfléchies sur l’outil de dia-
graphie et l’enregistrement de formes d’onde
sur la base desdites ondes reçues ;
le traitement des formes d’onde pour déterminer
des valeurs numériques qui indiquent un degré
de liaison associé à de multiples parties d’une
gaine de ciment disposée dans ledit puits de
forage ;
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l’agrégation des valeurs numériques ; et
la génération d’une image composite sur la base
desdites valeurs numériques agrégées ;
caractérisé en ce que lesdites valeurs numé-
riques comprennent des amplitudes moyennes
de valeur absolue aux minima et maxima des
formes d’onde.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’identification desdits minima et maxima des
formes d’onde par la détermination des dérivées
desdites formes d’onde et, éventuellement, dans le-
quel l’identification desdits minima et maxima com-
prennent en outre l’identification des crêtes et des
creux dans lesdites formes d’onde qui correspon-
dent aux changements de signe identifiés à l’aide
desdites dérivées.

3. Procédés selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 et 2, dans lesquels ladite image composite
est sélectionnée dans le groupe constitué : d’images
codées en couleurs, d’images codées en niveaux de
gris et d’images codées en intensité.

4. Procédés selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 et 2, comprenant en outre des valeurs d’in-
terpolation entre au moins certaines des valeurs nu-
mériques, et dans lesquels la génération de ladite
image composite comprend l’utilisation des valeurs
interpolées, et/ou dans lesquels l’outil de diagraphie
comprend un système d’émetteur et de récepteur
sélectionné dans le groupe constitué : d’une ou de
plusieurs antennes multidirectionnelles, de trans-
ducteurs de type pitch-and-catch et d’un transduc-
teur à écho d’impulsion.

5. Procédés selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 et 2, comprenant en outre des valeurs d’in-
terpolation entre au moins certaines des valeurs nu-
mériques, dans lesquels la génération de ladite ima-
ge composite comprend l’utilisation des valeurs in-
terpolées, et dans lesquels ladite image composite
est sélectionnée dans le groupe constitué d’images
codées en couleurs, d’images codées en niveaux de
gris et d’images codées en intensité.

6. Procédé selon une quelconque revendication pré-
cédente, comprenant en outre :

pour chacune desdites ondes reçues, la déter-
mination d’un ensemble d’amplitudes de valeur
absolue d’une forme d’onde correspondante à
des minima et à des maxima de ladite forme
d’onde ;
pour chaque ensemble d’amplitudes de valeur
absolue, la détermination d’une partie de l’en-
semble qui correspond à une zone associée à
une gaine de ciment ;

la détermination d’une valeur moyenne des am-
plitudes de valeur absolue dans chacune des-
dites parties ; et
la génération d’une image composite à l’aide
des valeurs moyennes déterminées pour lesdi-
tes parties.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel l’outil
de diagraphie multidirectionnel est sélectionné dans
le groupe constitué : d’antennes multidirectionnel-
les, d’antennes de type pitch-and-catch et d’une an-
tenne à écho d’impulsion.

8. Procédés selon la revendication 6 ou 7, dans les-
quels la génération de l’image composite comprend
l’utilisation de valeurs interpolées déterminées à
l’aide d’au moins certaines des valeurs moyennes.

9. Procédés selon la revendication 6 ou 7, dans les-
quels lesdits minima et maxima des formes d’onde
sont identifiés par le calcul des dérivées desdites
formes d’onde, et/ou comprenant en outre le traçage
desdits ensembles d’amplitudes de valeur absolue
et la superposition desdits ensembles d’amplitudes
de valeur absolue pour déterminer les parties des
ensembles qui correspondent à la zone associée à
la gaine de ciment.

10. Procédés selon la revendication 6 ou 7, comprenant
en outre la normalisation desdites valeurs moyennes
sur d’autres valeurs moyennes déterminées pour
d’autres parties des ensembles d’amplitudes de va-
leur absolue, lesdites autres parties correspondant
à une zone du puits de forage à l’intérieur de laquelle
l’outil est disposé, et/ou comprenant en outre l’exé-
cution dudit procédé à une pluralité de profondeurs
différentes dans le puits de forage, et dans lequel la
génération de l’image composite comprend l’utilisa-
tion de valeurs interpolées déterminées à l’aide d’au
moins certaines des valeurs moyennes.

11. Système d’évaluation de l’adhésivité du ciment dans
un puits de forage, comprenant :

un outil de diagraphie multidirectionnel pour
transmettre des signaux à partir de l’outil dans
plusieurs directions et pour recevoir des signaux
réfléchis ; et
une logique de traitement couplée à l’outil qui
détermine, pour chacun des signaux reçus, un
ensemble d’amplitudes de valeur absolue d’une
forme d’onde correspondante à des minima et
à des maxima de ladite forme d’onde,
dans lequel une partie de chaque ensemble
d’amplitudes de valeur absolue correspond à
une zone associée à une gaine de ciment dans
le puits de forage, caractérisé en ce que la lo-
gique de traitement détermine une valeur
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moyenne des amplitudes de valeur absolue
dans chacune desdites parties et génère une
image composite à l’aide des valeurs moyennes
déterminées pour lesdites parties.

12. Système selon la revendication 11, dans lequel une
partie différente de chaque ensemble d’amplitudes
de valeur absolue correspond à une zone différente
associée à une gaine de ciment différente dans le
puits de forage, et dans lequel la logique de traite-
ment détermine une valeur moyenne des amplitudes
de valeur absolue dans chacune desdites différentes
parties et génère une image composite différente à
l’aide de la valeur moyenne déterminée pour chacu-
ne desdites différentes parties.

13. Systèmes selon la revendication 11 ou 12, dans les-
quels l’outil de diagraphie multidirectionnel est sé-
lectionné dans le groupe constitué : d’une antenne
radiale, de transducteurs de type pitch-and-catch et
d’un transducteur à écho d’impulsion.

14. Systèmes selon la revendication 11 ou 12, dans les-
quels la logique de traitement détermine lesdits mi-
nima et maxima de la forme d’onde par le calcul
d’une dérivée de la forme d’onde.

15. Systèmes selon la revendication 11 ou 12, dans les-
quels, pour générer l’image composite, la logique de
traitement interpole entre au moins certaines des va-
leurs moyennes, et/ou dans lequel l’image compo-
site est sélectionnée dans le groupe constituée :
d’une image codée en couleurs, d’une image codée
en niveaux de gris et d’une image codée en intensité.
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