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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an anti-glare
apparatus that reduces glare of light emitted from a light
source that exists outside a movable body such as a ve-
hicle, a ship, and an aircraft.
[0002] Conventionally, the JP 2008-189253 A disclos-
es such an anti-glare apparatus. The apparatus dis-
closed in the JP 2008-189253 A moves a sun visor
mounted on a headlining board in a passenger compart-
ment using a motor between a shading position, where
the upper section of a windshield is covered from the
inside of the passenger compartment, and a retracted
position, where the upper section of the windshield is not
covered based on information obtained by a front view
camera. A front view image taken by the front view cam-
era includes a previously set defined area corresponding
to the driver’s field of view. If a high-intensity pixel is in
the defined area, a glare reducing control ECU deter-
mines that it is a state in which sunlight is incident and
moves the sun visor to a position between the shading
position and the retracted position or to the shading po-
sition to provide a shading state that blocks incident light
reaching the driver’s eyes through the windshield.
[0003] In the apparatus disclosed in the JP
2008-189253 A, if a high-intensity pixel that has an in-
tensity greater than or equal to a previously determined
intensity, that is, sunlight exists in the defined area in the
front view image, the apparatus determines that it is a
state in which sunlight is incident and blocks only the
sunlight that enters from forward and above using the
sun visor. Due to this, when the vehicle travels at night-
time or in a tunnel, for example, glare of light of headlights
of oncoming vehicles or glare of light of taillights of lead-
ing vehicles that enter from the front is not effectively
reduced.
[0004] DE 10 2006 024004 A1 discloses an anti-glare
apparatus according to the preamble of claim 1. Accord-
ingly, it is an objective of the present disclosure to provide
an anti-glare apparatus that effectively reduces glare of
light that enters from the front of a movable body.

SUMMARY

[0005] The above object is achieved with an anti-glare
apparatus having the features of claim 1. Further advan-
tageous developments are subject-matter of the depend-
ent claims.
[0006] In accordance with one aspect of the present
disclosure, an anti-glare apparatus is provided that in-
cludes a light source detector, a specific-frequency-light
reactive member, a light source position calculator, and
a light emitter. The light source detector is configured to
detect, from a movable body, a light source that exists
outside the movable body. The specific-frequency-light
reactive member is arranged in a planar form and located

in front of a driver driving the movable body. The specific-
frequency-light reactive member is configured to change
color in response to light having a specific frequency.
The light source position calculator is configured to cal-
culate a position of the light source on the surface of the
specific-frequency-light reactive member based on out-
put of the light source detector. The light emitter is con-
figured to emit light having the specific frequency from
the inside of the movable body to the specific-frequency-
light reactive member based on the calculated light
source position.
[0007] According to the above configuration, the light
source position on the surface of the specific-frequency-
light reactive member arranged in front of the driver is
calculated based on the output of the light source detec-
tor, and light having the specific frequency is emitted from
the light emitter to the specific-frequency-light reactive
member based on the calculated position. Thus, the color
of the irradiated part of the specific-frequency-light reac-
tive member, that is, the transmittance of light from the
light source through the irradiated part is changed. This
effectively reduces glare of light that enters from the front
of the movable body and reduces dazzle experienced by
the driver.
[0008] In the above described anti-glare apparatus, the
specific-frequency-light reactive member is preferably a
specific-frequency-light reactive sheet located on an in-
ner surface of a windshield of the movable body. Accord-
ing to this configuration, the specific-frequency-light re-
active sheet is located on the inner surface of the existing
windshield of the movable body by a method such as
adhesion or printing to form the specific-frequency-light
reactive layer. In this manner, a highly practical specific-
frequency-light reactive member that utilizes the wind-
shield is configured.
[0009] The above described anti-glare apparatus pref-
erably includes a specific-frequency-light shielding sheet
located on an outer surface of the windshield. The spe-
cific-frequency-light shielding sheet is preferably config-
ured to block light having the specific frequency. The
above configuration eliminates the inconvenience
caused by, for example, light having the specific frequen-
cy emitted from the light emitter that leaks through the
specific-frequency-light reactive member to the outside
of the movable body, which adversely affects the sur-
roundings. If the light having the specific frequency is,
for example, ultraviolet (UV) light, glare of the aforemen-
tioned sunlight is also expected to be reduced. If the light
having the specific frequency is, in particular, the UV light,
the movable body that uses a windshield such as a UV
reduction glass eliminates the inconvenience caused by
the UV light emitted from the light emitter leaking to the
outside of the movable body, which adversely affects the
surroundings. That is, in this case, it is sufficient to include
only the specific-frequency-light reactive sheet on the in-
ner surface of the windshield as in the former configura-
tion.
[0010] The above described anti-glare apparatus pref-
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erably includes a face orientation detector configured to
detect a face orientation of a driver driving the movable
body. The light source position calculator is preferably
configured to calculate a driver’s field of view from output
of the face orientation detector, and the light source po-
sition calculator is preferably configured to determine, as
a light source position, the position including at least the
calculated driver’s field of view.
[0011] According to the above configuration, since the
position including the driver’s field of view calculated from
the output of the face orientation detector is determined
as the light source position on the surface of the specific-
frequency-light reactive member, glare of only the light
that enters the driver’s field of view is efficiently reduced
among light rays that enter from the front.
[0012] The above described anti-glare apparatus pref-
erably includes a line-of-sight detector configured to de-
tect a line of sight from the position of a pupil of a driver
driving the movable body. The light source position cal-
culator is preferably configured to determine the light
source position to be calculated as the position including
a driver’s line of sight based on output of the line-of-sight
detector and the output of the light source detector.
[0013] According to the above configuration, since the
position including the driver’s line of sight output from the
line-of-sight detector is determined as the light source
position on the surface of the specific-frequency-light re-
active member, glare of only the light in the driver’s line
of sight is efficiently reduced among light rays that enter
from the front.
[0014] Other aspects and advantages of the invention
will become apparent from the following description, tak-
en in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, illus-
trating by way of example the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] The invention, together with objects and advan-
tages thereof, may best be understood by reference to
the following description of the presently preferred em-
bodiments together with the accompanying drawings in
which:

Fig. 1A is a diagram showing a state in which an anti-
glare apparatus according to a first embodiment
shown in Fig. 1B has emitted light having a specific
frequency into the surface of the windshield of a ve-
hicle;
Fig. 1B is a side block diagram illustrating a sche-
matic configuration of the anti-glare apparatus
shown in Fig. 1A installed in the vehicle;
Fig. 2 is a side block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of an anti-glare apparatus according
to a second embodiment installed in a vehicle;
Fig. 3 is a diagram showing a state in which the anti-
glare apparatus shown in Fig. 2 has emitted light
having a specific frequency into the surface of the
windshield of a vehicle and an example of a driver’s

field of view;
Fig. 4 is a side block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of an anti-glare apparatus according
to a third embodiment installed in a vehicle;
Fig. 5 is a schematic plan view of an example of the
position of a light source calculated by the anti-glare
apparatus shown in Fig. 4 and a driver’s line of sight;
Fig. 6 is a side view showing the arrangement of a
specific-frequency-light reactive member according
to a modification; and
Fig. 7 is a side view showing the arrangement of a
specific-frequency-light reactive member according
to another modification.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0016] Figs. 1A and 1B show an anti-glare apparatus
according to a first embodiment. The anti-glare apparatus
of the present embodiment is installed in a movable body,
which is a vehicle 10 in this embodiment, and reduces
glare of light that is emitted from a light source existing
outside the vehicle 10.
[0017] As shown in Fig. 1B, the vehicle 10 has a ceiling
11 to which a light source detector 20 is secured. The
light source detector 20 detects a light source existing
outside the vehicle 10. The light source detector 20 is a
camera that detects a light source existing in front of the
vehicle 10 from a front view image from the vehicle 10
and outputs the detected result as needed. The light
source detector 20 detects, as the light source, light of
which the intensity is greater than or equal to a predeter-
mined intensity that dazzles a driver. The light source
detector 20 outputs information about the light source
position ahead of the vehicle 10 to a control device 30
as a detection result. The control device 30 includes a
CPU, a RAM, and a ROM. The control device 30 is com-
posed of circuitry.
[0018] The vehicle 10 includes a windshield 12 located
in front of the driver’s seat. The windshield 12 has an
inner surface 12a, on which a specific-frequency-light re-
active sheet 22 is provided. In response to light having
a specific frequency, the specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22 varies the color, that is, the transmittance of
light from a light source. The specific-frequency-light re-
active sheet 22 develops color, or varies the light trans-
mittance, when exposed to light having a specific fre-
quency, and loses color instantaneously, or resets the
light transmittance, when no longer exposed to light. The
specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22 is adhered to
the inner surface 12a of the windshield 12, for example,
with an adhesive. The specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22 is transparent in normal condition.
[0019] The windshield 12 has an outer surface 12b, on
which a specific-frequency-light shielding sheet 23 is pro-
vided. The specific-frequency-light shielding sheet 23
blocks light having a specific frequency. The specific-
frequency-light shielding sheet 23 absorbs light having
a specific frequency to prevent the light having the spe-
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cific frequency from passing through, thereby blocking
the light. The specific-frequency-light shielding sheet 23
is also adhered to the outer surface 12b of the windshield
12, for example, with an adhesive.
[0020] A dashboard 13 has an upper section 13a, on
which a light emitter 21 is mounted. The light emitter 21
emits light having the specific frequency to the specific-
frequency-light reactive sheet 22 from the inside of the
vehicle 10. The light emitter 21 emits light having the
specific frequency onto a certain range or at multiple po-
sitions in various forms corresponding to the size of the
light source. Refer to Fig. 1A.
[0021] The vehicle 10 includes a light source position
calculator 31, which calculates the light source position
on the surface of the specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22 based on the output from the light source de-
tector 20 as needed, and the control device 30, which
controls the manner in which the light emitter 21 emits
light. The light source position calculator 31 calculates
the light source position on the surface of the specific-
frequency-light reactive sheet 22 based on the detection
result of the light source detector 20 and outputs the cal-
culated position information to the light emitter 21. Thus,
the light emitter 21 emits light having the specific frequen-
cy from the inside of the vehicle 10 in accordance with
the obtained light source position on the surface of the
specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22. The light
source position calculator 31 is composed of circuitry.
[0022] Material that changes color in response to light
having a specific frequency includes photochromic com-
pounds that exhibit a phenomenon in which the color of
a substance is reversibly changed upon exposure to light,
which is known as photochromism. The specific-frequen-
cy-light reactive sheet 22 is formed into a sheet by, for
example, dispersing photochromic compounds in poly-
mers. The specific frequency light may be, for example,
ultraviolet (UV) light.
[0023] Operation of the thus configured anti-glare ap-
paratus will now be described.
[0024] As shown in Fig. 1A, assume that an oncoming
vehicle Vc is approaching ahead of the vehicle 10 and a
leading vehicle Vp is travelling further ahead of the on-
coming vehicle Vc. That is, the light sources existing
ahead of the vehicle 10 in this state are the headlights
of the oncoming vehicle Vc and the tail lights of the lead-
ing vehicle Vp. Assume that the headlights of the oncom-
ing vehicle Vc are first light sources S1, and the tail lights
of the leading vehicle Vp are second light sources S2. At
this time, the light source detector 20 detects the light
sources S1, S2 existing outside the vehicle 10 and out-
puts the detection result to the control device 30 of the
anti-glare apparatus. That is, the light source detector 20
detects that the first light sources S1 are located at a
position close to the vehicle 10 that is ahead of and on
the right of the vehicle 10 and that the second light sourc-
es S2 are located at a position ahead of and far from the
vehicle 10.
[0025] At this point, as shown in Fig. 1B, the light

source position calculator 31 of the control device 30 cal-
culates, as light source positions P1, P2, the positions
on the surface of the specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22 where the light sources S1, S2 ahead of the
vehicle 10 pass when entering from the outside to the
inside of the vehicle 10 based on the detection result
received from the light source detector 20. The first light
source position P1 is the position at which the first light
sources S1 enter the surface of the specific-frequency-
light reactive sheet 22. The second light source position
P2 is the position at which the second light sources S2
enter the surface of the specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22.
[0026] The light source position calculator 31 outputs
the calculated light source positions P1, P2 to the light
emitter 21. The light emitter 21 emits light having the
specific frequency to the light source positions P1, P2 on
the inner surface of the specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22. Thus, the irradiated positions on the surface of
the specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22 that are ex-
posed to light match with the light source positions. Such
emission of light having the specific frequency by the light
emitter 21 is executed only when the light sources S1,
S2 exist ahead of the vehicle 10. When the positions of
the light sources S1, S2 relative to the vehicle 10 change,
the positions detected by the light source detector 20 are
also changed. Thus, the light source positions P1, P2
calculated by the light source position calculator 31 are
also changed. While the positions of light having the spe-
cific frequency emitted from the light emitter 21 are
changed in accordance with changes in the light source
positions P1, P2, the irradiated areas of the specific-fre-
quency-light reactive sheet 22 develop color. In this man-
ner, since parts of the specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22 that have developed color have less light trans-
mittance, glare of the light that enters from the front of
the vehicle 10 is reduced.
[0027] Some of the light having the specific frequency
emitted from the light emitter 21 is not absorbed by the
specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22 and passes
through the windshield 12. Since such light is absorbed
by the specific-frequency-light shielding sheet 23, the
emitted light having the specific frequency is prevented
from going outside the vehicle 10.
[0028] The present embodiment has the following ad-
vantages.

(1) The light source position on the surface of the
specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22 arranged
in front of the driver is calculated based on the output
of the light source detector 20, and the light emitter
21 emits light having the specific frequency to the
specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22 based on
the calculated position. Thus, the color of the irradi-
ated parts of the specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22, that is, the transmittance of the light from
the light source is changed. This effectively reduces
glare of light that enters from the front of the vehicle
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10 and reduces dazzle experienced by the driver.
(2) The specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22 is
arranged on the inner surface 12a of the windshield
12 of the vehicle 10 to form a specific-frequency-light
reactive layer. Thus, a highly practical specific-fre-
quency-light reactive member is configured by utiliz-
ing the windshield 12.
(3) The specific-frequency-light shielding sheet 23
is arranged on the outer surface 12b of the wind-
shield 12 of the vehicle 10. Thus, light having the
specific frequency emitted from the light emitter 21
is inhibited from leaking outside the vehicle 10
through the specific-frequency-light reactive sheet
22. This eliminates inconvenience such as adverse
influence on the surroundings.

[0029] In the first embodiment, the shape of the light
having the specific frequency emitted from the light emit-
ter 21 to the specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22
does not necessarily have to be a spotlight-like shape
shown in Figs. 1A and 1B, but may be a band-like shape
including the light source positions P1, P2.
[0030] An anti-glare apparatus according to a second
embodiment will now be described with reference to Figs.
2 and 3. The anti-glare apparatus of the present embod-
iment includes a face orientation detector 25, which de-
tects the orientation of the driver’s face, and differs from
the first embodiment in that a light source position is de-
termined considering the driver’s field of view from the
output of the face orientation detector 25. Differences
from the first embodiment will mainly be discussed below.
[0031] As shown in Fig. 2, the face orientation detector
25, which detects the driver’s face orientation, is mounted
on the upper section 13a of the dashboard 13. The face
orientation detector 25 is a camera that detects the po-
sitions of the eyes, nose, and mouth from the image of
the driver’s face and outputs the detection result to the
control device 30 as needed.
[0032] The light source position calculator 31 of the
control device 30 also calculates the driver’s field of view
from the output of the face orientation detector 25 and
determines the position including at least the calculated
driver’s field of view as the light source position on the
surface of the specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22.
[0033] The light source position calculator 31 includes
a face orientation determiner 32, which determines the
driver’s face orientation from the output of the face ori-
entation detector 25, and a field-of-view calculator 33,
which calculates the driver’s field of view based on the
determination result of the face orientation determiner
32. The face orientation determiner 32 determines the
displacement of the driver’s face orientation from a ref-
erence position in the horizontal and vertical directions.
On the basis of the determination result of the driver’s
face orientation obtained by the face orientation deter-
miner 32, the field-of-view calculator 33 calculates the
driver’s field of view by shifting the field of view in a case
when the driver’s face orientation is at the reference po-

sition in accordance with the determined face displace-
ment amount. Among the light source positions calculat-
ed based on the output of the light source detector 20,
the light source position calculator 31 determines the light
source positions that are included in the driver’s field of
view calculated by the field-of-view calculator 33 as the
light source positions on the surface of the specific-fre-
quency-light reactive sheet 22. That is, the anti-glare ap-
paratus of the present embodiment reduces glare of only
the light sources included in the driver’s field of view if
there are light rays that enter the surface of the specific-
frequency-light reactive sheet 22 from the light sources
outside the vehicle 10. The face orientation determiner
32 and the field-of-view calculator 33 are composed of
circuitry.
[0034] Operation of the thus configured anti-glare ap-
paratus will now be described.
[0035] Fig. 3 shows an example sight that the driver
sees via the windshield 12 when the oncoming vehicle
Vc is approaching ahead of the vehicle 10 and the leading
vehicle Vp is travelling further ahead of the oncoming
vehicle Vc. In this state also, the light sources that exist
ahead of the vehicle 10 are the headlights of the oncom-
ing vehicle Vc, that is, the first light sources S1, and the
tail lights of the leading vehicle Vp, that is, the second
light sources S2. A reference field of view V0 when the
driver faces forward during normal driving is shown by a
broken line. For example, the field of view when the driver
changes the orientation of the face leftward, that is, a
leftward field of view V1 is shown by a long dashed dou-
ble-short dashed line. At this time also, the light source
detector 20 detects the light sources S1, S2 located out-
side the vehicle 10 and outputs the detection result to
the control device 30. The face orientation detector 25
detects the driver’s face orientation and outputs the de-
tection result to the control device 30. Note that the face
orientation determiner 32 determines that the driver’s
face orientation is displaced leftward from the reference
position. On the basis of the determination result that the
driver’s face orientation is displaced leftward obtained by
the face orientation determiner 32, the field-of-view cal-
culator 33 calculates that the position of the driver’s field
of view is at the leftward field of view V1. The light source
position calculator 31 determines, among the light source
positions P1, P2 calculated in accordance with the output
of the light source detector 20, the second light source
position P2 included in the driver’s leftward field of view
V1 calculated by the field-of-view calculator 33 as the
light source position on the surface of the specific-fre-
quency-light reactive sheet 22. At this time, as shown in
Fig. 2, the light source position calculator 31 outputs the
calculated light source position P2 to the light emitter 21.
Thus, the light emitter 21 emits light having the specific
frequency to the light source position P2 on the surface
of the specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22. Such
emission of light having the specific frequency is per-
formed only when the light source S2 exists in the leftward
field of view V1. Since the light that enters the windshield
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12 from the headlights of the oncoming vehicle Vc is not
in the driver’s leftward field of view V1, the driver is not
dazzled. Thus, glare of only the light that enters the driv-
er’s field of view is reduced.
[0036] The present embodiment has the following ad-
vantages in addition to the advantages (1) to (3) of the
first embodiment.

(4) Since the position including the driver’s field of
view V1 calculated from the output of the face orien-
tation detector 25 is determined as the light source
position on the surface of the specific-frequency-light
reactive sheet 22, glare of only the light that enters
the driver’s field of view V1 is efficiently reduced
among the light rays that enter from the front.

[0037] An anti-glare apparatus according to a third em-
bodiment will now be described with reference to Figs. 4
and 5. The anti-glare apparatus of the present embodi-
ment includes a line-of-sight detector 26, which detects
the line of sight from the position of the driver’s pupils,
and differs from the first embodiment in that the light
source position is determined considering the line of sight
of the driver based on the output of the line-of-sight de-
tector 26 and the output of the light source detector 20.
Differences from the first embodiment will mainly be dis-
cussed below.
[0038] As shown in Fig. 4, the line-of-sight detector 26,
which detects the line of sight from the position of the
driver’s pupils, is mounted on the upper section 13a of
the dashboard 13. The line-of-sight detector 26 is a cam-
era that detects the line of sight from the image of the
driver’s eyes and outputs the detection result to the con-
trol device 30 as needed. The line of sight detected by
the line-of-sight detector 26 is a line-of-sight direction pre-
sumed from the position of the pupils. The light source
position calculator 31 of the control device 30 determines,
based on the output of the line-of-sight detector 26 and
the output of the light source detector 20, the light source
position to be calculated by the light source position cal-
culator 31 as the position including the driver’s line of
sight.
[0039] The light source position calculator 31 includes
a line-of-sight determiner 34, which determines the driv-
er’s line of sight from the output of the line-of-sight de-
tector 26 and the output of the light source detector 20,
and a parallax corrector 35, which calculates the inter-
section of the driver’s line of sight and the windshield 12
based on the determination result of the line-of-sight de-
terminer 34. The line-of-sight determiner 34 calculates
the driver’s line of sight that connects the driver’s pupils
and the light source and determines the position of the
line of sight. The parallax corrector 35 calculates the in-
tersection of the driver’s line of sight and the inner surface
12a of the windshield 12 based on the position of the
driver’s line of sight obtained by the line-of-sight deter-
miner 34. The line-of-sight determiner 34 and the parallax
corrector 35 are composed of circuitry.

[0040] In this manner, the light source position calcu-
lator 31 determines the light source position to be calcu-
lated as the position including the intersection of the driv-
er’s line of sight calculated by the parallax corrector 35
and the inner surface 12a of the windshield 12. That is,
the anti-glare apparatus of the present embodiment re-
duces glare of only the light source included in the driver’s
line of sight if light rays enter the surface of the specific-
frequency-light reactive sheet 22 from light sources out-
side the vehicle 10.
[0041] Operation of the thus configured anti-glare ap-
paratus will now be described.
[0042] Fig. 5 schematically shows, from above, the
state of the vehicle 10 and the oncoming vehicle Vc when
the oncoming vehicle Vc is approaching ahead of the
vehicle 10. In this state, the light sources that exist ahead
of the vehicle 10 are the headlights of the oncoming ve-
hicle Vc, that is, the first light sources S1. Fig. 5 shows
driver’s lines of sight G, which connect the driver’s left
and right pupils E and the left and right headlights of the
oncoming vehicle Vc, that is, the first light sources S1 in
long dashed short dashed lines. At this time, the light
source detector 20 detects the light sources S1 existing
outside the vehicle 10 and outputs the detection result
to the control device 30. The line-of-sight detector 26
detects the driver’s lines of sight G and outputs the de-
tection result to the control device 30. Thus, the line-of-
sight determiner 34 determines the position of the driver’s
lines of sight G, which connect the driver’s pupils E and
the first light sources S1, based on the output of the light
source detector 20 and the output of the line-of-sight de-
tector 26. The parallax corrector 35 calculates intersec-
tions X of the lines of sight G and the inner surface 12a
of the windshield 12 based on the positions of the driver’s
lines of sight G determined by the line-of-sight determiner
34.
[0043] Thus, as shown in Fig. 4, the light source posi-
tion calculator 31 outputs positions A that include the
intersections X of the lines of sight G and the inner surface
12a of the windshield 12 to the light emitter 21 as the
light source positions. The light emitter 21 emits light hav-
ing the specific frequency to the positions A on the sur-
face of the specific-frequency-light reactive sheet 22. The
emission of light having the specific frequency in this case
is also performed only when the light sources S1 are
present. In this manner, the present embodiment reduces
glare of only the light that enters the driver’s line of sight.
[0044] The present embodiment has the following ad-
vantages in addition to the advantages (1) to (3) of the
first embodiment.

(5) Since the positions A that include the driver’s lines
of sight G output from the line-of-sight detector 26
are determined to be the light source positions on
the surface of the specific-frequency-light reactive
sheet 22, among light rays that enter from the front,
glare of only the light in the driver’s lines of sight G
is expected to be more efficiently reduced.
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[0045] The above described embodiments may be
modified as follows.
[0046] In each of the above embodiments, the specific-
frequency-light reactive sheet 22 is provided on the inner
surface 12a of the windshield 12 as the specific-frequen-
cy-light reactive member. However, a transparent plate
apart from the windshield 12 may be mounted in front of
the driver, and a specific-frequency-light reactive sheet
may be provided on the inner surface of this plate. For
example, as shown in Fig. 6, a transparent plate 40 is
vertically arranged inward of the windshield 12 and on
the upper section of the dashboard 13. The specific-fre-
quency-light reactive sheet 22 is provided on an inner
surface 40a of the transparent plate 40 and the specific-
frequency-light shielding sheet 23 is provided on an outer
surface 40b of the transparent plate 40. Light having the
specific frequency is emitted from the light emitter 21
onto the light source position calculated as a position on
the surface of the transparent plate 40 to reduce glare of
light as described above. In this case, the transparent
plate 40 itself may be the specific-frequency-light reactive
member. In this case also, the outer surface 40b of the
transparent plate 40 preferably has the specific-frequen-
cy-light shielding sheet 23.
[0047] As shown in Fig. 7, for example, the transparent
plate 40 itself may also function as the windshield.
[0048] In each of the above embodiments, the specific-
frequency-light shielding sheet 23 is provided on the out-
er surfaces 12b, 40b of the windshield 12 and the trans-
parent plate 40. However, if the windshield 12 and the
transparent plate 40 have the function to block light hav-
ing the specific frequency in advance, the specific-fre-
quency-light shielding sheet may be omitted. For exam-
ple, if a windshield or a transparent plate such as a UV
reduction glass is used in a case in which the light having
the specific frequency is ultraviolet (UV) light, the specif-
ic-frequency-light shielding sheet may be omitted, and
glare of sunlight in the driver’s eyes is still expected to
be reduced. In other words, the apparatus may have any
structure if it is basically configured with a light source
detector, which detects, from a vehicle, a light source
existing outside the vehicle, a specific-frequency-light re-
active member, which is arranged in front of a driver driv-
ing the vehicle in a planar form and changes the color in
response to light having a specific frequency, a light
source position calculator, which calculates the light
source position on the surface of the specific-frequency-
light reactive member based on the output of the light
source detector, and a light emitter, which emits light hav-
ing the specific frequency from the inside of the vehicle
to the specific-frequency-light reactive member in ac-
cordance with the calculated light source position.
[0049] In the above described embodiments, the light
source detector 20 is secured to the ceiling 11 of the
vehicle 10. However, the light source detector 20 may
be secured to the interior of the vehicle 10 other than the
ceiling 11 of the vehicle 10 if the image of a light source
ahead of the vehicle 10 can be taken. The light source

detector 20 may be secured to the outside of the vehicle
10 if the image of a light source ahead of the vehicle 10
can be taken.
[0050] Each of the above embodiments illustrates a
case in which the movable body is a vehicle. However,
the movable body may be a ship or an aircraft. Even if
the above-mentioned anti-glare apparatus is installed in
a movable body such as a ship or an aircraft, glare of
light that enters from the front of the movable body is
effectively reduced.
[0051] A light source detector (20) detects, from a ve-
hicle (10), a light source that exists outside the vehicle
(10). A specific-frequency-light reactive sheet (22) is ar-
ranged in a planar form and is located in front of a driver
driving the vehicle (10). The specific-frequency-light re-
active sheet (22) changes color in response to light hav-
ing a specific frequency. A light source position calculator
(31) calculates a light source position on the surface of
the specific-frequency-light reactive sheet (22) based on
output of the light source detector (20). A light emitter
(21) emits light having the specific frequency from the
inside of the vehicle (10) to the specific-frequency-light
reactive sheet (22) based on the calculated light source
position. The anti-glare apparatus effectively reduces
glare of light that enters from the front of the vehicle (10).

Claims

1. An anti-glare apparatus comprising:

a light source detector (20) configured to detect,
from a movable body (10), a light source (S1,
S2) that exists outside the movable body (10);
a specific-frequency-light reactive member (22)
that is arranged in a planar form and located in
front of a driver driving the movable body (10),
wherein the specific-frequency-light reactive
member (22) is configured to change color in
response to light having a specific frequency;
and a light source position calculator (31) con-
figured to calculate a position (P1, P2) of the
light source on the surface of the specific-fre-
quency-light reactive member (22) based on
output of the light source detector (20); charac-
terised in that the anti-glare apparatus further
comprises
a light emitter (21) configured to emit light having
the specific frequency from the inside of the
movable body (10) to the specific-frequency-
light reactive member (22) based on the calcu-
lated light source position (P1, P2).

2. The anti-glare apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the specific-frequency-light reactive mem-
ber (22) is a specific-frequency-light reactive sheet
(22) located on an inner surface (12a) of a windshield
(12) of the movable body (10).
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3. The anti-glare apparatus according to claim 2,
further comprising a specific-frequency-light shield-
ing sheet (23) located on an outer surface (12b) of
the windshield (12), wherein the specific-frequency-
light shielding sheet (23) is configured to block light
having the specific frequency.

4. The anti-glare apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, further comprising a face orientation
detector (25) configured to detect a face orientation
of the driver driving the movable body (10), wherein
the light source position calculator (31) is configured
to calculate a driver’s field of view (V1) from output
of the face orientation detector (25), and
the light source position calculator (31) is configured
to determine, as a light source position (P2), the po-
sition including at least the calculated driver’s field
of view (V1).

5. The anti-glare apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, further comprising a line-of-sight de-
tector (26) configured to detect a line of sight from
the position of a pupil of the driver driving the mov-
able body (10),
wherein the light source position calculator (31) is
configured to determine the light source position (A)
to be calculated as the position including a driver’s
line of sight (G) based on output of the line-of-sight
detector (26) and the output of the light source de-
tector (20).

Patentansprüche

1. Blendschutzvorrichtung mit

einer Lichtquellenerfassungseinrichtung (20)
zur Erfassung einer Lichtquelle (S1, S2) von ei-
nem bewegbaren Körper (10) aus, die außer-
halb des bewegbaren Körpers (10) vorhanden
ist,
einem auf Licht-mit-bestimmter-Frequenz rea-
gierenden Bauteil (22), das in planarer Form an-
geordnet ist und sich vor einem den bewegbaren
Körper (10) fahrenden Fahrer befindet, wobei
das auf Licht-mit-bestimmter-Frequenz reagie-
rende Bauteil (22) zum Ändern einer Farbe im
Ansprechen auf Licht mit einer bestimmten Fre-
quenz eingerichtet ist, und
einer Lichtquellenpositionsberechnungsein-
richtung (31) zur Berechnung einer Position (P1,
P2) der Lichtquelle auf der Oberfläche des auf
Licht-mit-bestimmter-Frequenz reagierenden
Bauteils (22) beruhend auf einer Ausgabe der
Lichtquellenerfassungseinrichtung (20), da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Blendschutz-
vorrichtung ferner umfasst
einen Lichtsender (21) zum Emittieren von Licht

mit der bestimmten Frequenz innerhalb des be-
wegbaren Körpers (10) zu dem auf Licht-mitbe-
stimmter-Frequenz reagierenden Bauteil (22)
beruhend auf der berechneten Lichtquellenpo-
sition (P1, P2).

2. Blendschutzvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,

wobei das auf Licht-mit-bestimmter-Frequenz
reagierende Bauteil (22) eine auf Licht-mit-be-
stimmter-Frequenz reagierende Folie (22) ist,
die sich an einer Innenoberfläche (12a) einer
Windschutzscheibe (12) des bewegbaren Kör-
pers (10) befindet.

3. Blendschutzvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2,

ferner mit einer Licht-mit-bestimmter-Frequenz
abschirmenden Folie (23), die sich an einer Au-
ßenoberfläche (12b) der Windschutzscheibe
(12) befindet, wobei die Licht-mit-bestimmter-
Frequenz abschirmende Folie (23) zum Blockie-
ren von Licht mit der bestimmten Frequenz ein-
gerichtet ist.

4. Blendschutzvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 3, ferner mit einer Gesichtsorientierungserfas-
sungseinrichtung (25) zur Erfassung einer Gesichts-
orientierung des den bewegbaren Körper (10) fah-
renden Fahrers, wobei

die Lichtquellenpositionsberechnungseinrich-
tung (31) zur Berechnung eines Sichtfeldes (V1)
des Fahrers anhand einer Ausgabe der
Gesichtsorientierungserfassungseinrichtung
(25) eingerichtet ist, und
die Lichtquellenpositionsberechnungseinrich-
tung (31) zur Bestimmung der Position als Licht-
quellenposition (P2) eingerichtet ist, die zumin-
dest das berechnete Sichtfeld (V1) des Fahrers
enthält.

5. Blendschutzvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 3, ferner mit einer Sichtlinienerfassungseinrich-
tung (26) zur Erfassung einer Sichtlinie von der Po-
sition einer Pupille des den bewegbaren Körper (10)
fahrenden Fahrers,

wobei die Lichtquellenpositionsberechnungs-
einrichtung (31) zur Bestimmung der Lichtquel-
lenposition (A), die als die Position zu berechnen
ist, die eine Sichtlinie (G) des Fahrers enthält,
beruhend auf einer Ausgabe der Sichtliniener-
fassungseinrichtung (26) und der Ausgabe der
Lichtquellenerfassungseinrichtung (20) einge-
richtet ist.
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Revendications

1. Appareil anti-éblouissement comprenant :

un détecteur de source de lumière (20) conçu
pour détecter, à partir d’un corps mobile (10),
une source de lumière (S1, S2) qui existe à l’ex-
térieur du corps mobile (10) ;
un élément sensible à une lumière de fréquence
spécifique (22) qui est agencé sous une forme
plane et placé face à un conducteur conduisant
le corps mobile (10), dans lequel l’élément sen-
sible à une lumière de fréquence spécifique (22)
est conçu pour changer de couleur en réaction
à une lumière ayant une fréquence spécifique ;
et
un calculateur de position de source de lumière
(31), conçu pour calculer une position (P1, P2)
de la source de lumière à la surface de l’élément
sensible à une lumière de fréquence spécifique
(22), sur la base d’une sortie du détecteur de
source de lumière (20) ;
caractérisé en ce que le dispositif anti-éblouis-
sement comprend en outre :

un émetteur de lumière (21) conçu pour
émettre une lumière ayant la fréquence
spécifique depuis l’intérieur du corps mobile
(10) vers l’élément sensible à une lumière
de fréquence spécifique (22), en fonction
de la position de source de lumière calculée
(P1, P2).

2. Appareil anti-éblouissement selon la revendication
1,
dans lequel l’élément sensible à une lumière de fré-
quence spécifique (22) est une feuille sensible à une
lumière de fréquence spécifique (22) placée sur une
surface intérieure (12a) de pare-brise (12) du corps
mobile (10).

3. Appareil anti-éblouissement selon la revendication
2, comprenant en outre une feuille de protection con-
tre une lumière de fréquence spécifique (23), placée
sur une surface extérieure (12b) du pare-brise (12),
dans lequel la feuille de protection contre une lumiè-
re de fréquence spécifique (23) est conçue pour blo-
quer une lumière ayant la fréquence spécifique.

4. Appareil anti-éblouissement selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 3, comprenant en outre un
détecteur d’orientation de visage (25), conçu pour
détecter une orientation du visage du conducteur
conduisant le corps mobile (10), dans lequel :

le calculateur de position de source de lumière
(31) est conçu pour calculer un champ de vision
de conducteur (V1) d’après une sortie du détec-

teur d’orientation de visage (25), et
le calculateur de position de source de lumière
(31) est conçu pour déterminer, en tant que po-
sition de source de lumière (P2), la position in-
cluant au moins le champ de vision calculé du
conducteur (V1).

5. Appareil anti-éblouissement selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 3, comprenant en outre un
détecteur de ligne de vision (26), conçu pour détecter
une ligne de vision d’après la position d’une pupille
du conducteur conduisant le corps mobile (10),
dans lequel le calculateur de position de source de
lumière (31) est conçu pour déterminer la position
de source de lumière (A) à calculer en tant que po-
sition incluant une ligne de vision de conducteur (G),
sur la base d’une sortie du détecteur de ligne de
vision (26) et de la sortie du détecteur de source de
lumière (20).
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