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(57) In a wireless communication device comprising
a controller that reads information from and writes infor-
mation to a storage medium and a communication device
for near field wireless communication, if an information
frame of communication frame received by the commu-
nication device contain a plurality of commands, the con-

troller stores the plurality of commands and then reads
or writes information from or to the storage medium by
sequentially executing the commands every time the
communication device receives a write request or a read
request thereafter.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This international application claims the benefit
of Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-108352 filed
on May 26, 2014 with the Japan Patent Office, and the
entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No.
2014-108352 is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to a wireless com-
munication device to perform near field wireless commu-
nication and an apparatus for an electric power tool com-
prising the wireless communication device.

BACKGROUND ART

[0003] There is a known control system in which wire-
less communication is performed with a communication
device provided in an electric power tool to obtain, from
the electric power tool, information indicating an operat-
ing state of the electric power tool and thereby control
the operating state of the electric power tool (see, for
example, Patent Documents 1 and 2).

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0004]

Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2014-21538
Patent Document 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2011-192167

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0005] According to the aforementioned control sys-
tem, the communication device provided in a control ap-
paratus performs wireless communication with a plurality
of electric power tools to allow the control apparatus to
control the operating state of the plurality of electric power
tools. For that purpose, the control apparatus is required
to identify respective information from the individual elec-
tric power tools.
[0006] To prevent interference caused by transmission
radio waves concurrently emitted from the plurality of
electric power tools, it is required to adjust respective
transmission timings from the individual electric power
tools.
[0007] As a communication system that enables one-
on-one communication without identifying a communica-
tion target or adjusting communication timings, there is

a known near field communication system (i.e., NFC
(Near Field Communication)) in accordance with Inter-
national Standards ISO/IEC 14443, Japanese Industrial
Standards JISX6319-4, and others.
[0008] This near field wireless communication system
(NFC) is a technique to write and read information to and
from an IC card, having an extremely short communica-
tion distance of several tens of centimeters. Communi-
cation devices for NFC are also incorporated in portable
terminals, such as mobile phones and smartphones.
[0009] Accordingly, if an electric power tool is provided
with a communication device for NFC, information can
be written to or read from the specific electric power tool
by using a portable terminal.
[0010] In NFC, a master, which is a card reader/writer,
transmits a write request or a read request of information
together with address information to a slave, which is an
IC card.
[0011] In response to this, the slave writes information
to or reads information from a specified storage area of
a storage medium specified by the address information
in accordance with the write request or the read request
from the master. The slave then returns a response signal
(ACK/Nack) in response to the write request or returns
the information that has been read out in response to the
read request.
[0012] Communication frames transmitted and re-
ceived between the master and the slave are preset, and
the address information for writing or reading information
is indicated, for example, in a head frame of 2 bytes to-
gether with other information. Various information is in-
dicated in an information frame (for example, a maximum
of 16 bytes) between the head frame and the last frame
(checksum, etc.).
[0013] This causes a problem in which the storage area
of the storage medium, with respect to which a write re-
quest or a read request can be made from the master to
the slave, is limited to, for example, 256 areas (in a case
of addressing of 1 byte of the head frame).
[0014] In one aspect of the present invention, it is de-
sirable that, when information is written in or read from
a storage medium by near field wireless communication,
a wider area of a storage area of the storage medium
can be specified.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0015] A wireless communication device according to
one aspect of the present invention comprises a control-
ler that reads information from a storage medium and
writes information to a storage medium, and a commu-
nication device that performs near field wireless commu-
nication with an external device.
[0016] The communication device receives a read re-
quest or a write request transmitted in a communication
frame for near field wireless communication from the ex-
ternal device and outputs the request to the controller.
When the read request is received, the communication
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device obtains read information that has been read out
by the controller from the storage medium in accordance
with the read request and returns the information to the
external device. When the write request is received, the
communication device obtains, from the controller, a re-
sponse signal indicating a result of writing of information
to the storage medium and returns the signal to the ex-
ternal device.
[0017] If an information frame of the communication
frame received by the communication device contains a
plurality of commands, the controller stores the plurality
of commands. Every time the communication device re-
ceives the write request or the read request thereafter,
the controller reads or writes information from or to the
storage medium by sequentially executing the com-
mands.
[0018] Accordingly, in the wireless communication de-
vice according to the one aspect of the present invention,
the external device initially transmits a plurality of com-
mands using the communication frame for near field wire-
less communication and then sequentially transmits the
write request or the read request corresponding to the
plurality of commands. This allows the wireless commu-
nication device to write information to and read informa-
tion from the storage medium.
[0019] Since the plurality of commands is stored in the
information frame of the communication frame for near
field wireless communication, each command has no lim-
itation in data length. This allows the address information
to have a longer data length when information is read
from or written to the storage medium in response to each
command, widening an addressable range.
[0020] The controller may be configured to obtain, from
the information frame of the communication frame re-
ceived by the communication device, authentication in-
formation on a requester that has transmitted the read
request or the write request, and to perform a processing
operation corresponding to the read request or the write
request if the authentication information is legitimate.
[0021] This allows the controller to perform the
processing operation corresponding to the read request
or the write request only when the information frame re-
ceived by the communication device contains legitimate
authentication information. This inhibits erroneous exe-
cution of the reading of information from the storage me-
dium and the returning of the information, or of the writing
of information to the storage medium.
[0022] The wireless communication device according
to the one aspect of the present invention may be incor-
porated in an apparatus for an electric power tool con-
figured as an electric power tool, a battery attached to
the electric power tool, or a charger that charges the bat-
tery, together with a storage medium in which information
specific to the apparatus for an electric power tool is
stored.
[0023] In this case, the storage medium may store in-
formation such as operating conditions and operational
records of the electric power tool, charging/discharging

conditions and operational records of the battery, or bat-
tery charging conditions and operational records of the
charger. This allows operational records of the apparatus
for an electric power tool to be obtained and operating
conditions thereof to be written through the wireless com-
munication device.
[0024] Since the wireless communication device is for
near field wireless communication, a communication ter-
minal (for example, a portable terminal such as a mobile
phone or a smartphone) capable of near field wireless
communication can be used as an external device trans-
mitting and receiving information to and from the appa-
ratus for an electric power tool.
[0025] Such an apparatus for an electric power tool
allows reliability of communication to be ensured by near
field wireless communication, while achieving effective
use of the storage medium by setting the storage area
where information is written to and read from the storage
medium to a wider area.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an appearance
of an electric power tool (rechargeable screwdriver)
of an embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a circuit configu-
ration of the electric power tool.
FIG. 3 is an operation explanatory diagram showing
operations of a communication circuit and a control
circuit in response to a read/write request from an
external terminal.
FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram showing formats
of data transmitted/received between an external de-
vice and the electric power tool.
z is an explanatory diagram showing one example
of commands transmitted from the external terminal.
FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram showing one ex-
ample of data transmitted from the electric power
tool in response to the commands in FIG. 5.
FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating tool in-
formation transmitted/received between the external
device and the electric power tool.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a control process ex-
ecuted by a control circuit (MCU) of the electric power
tool.
FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing a notification control
process shown in FIG. 8.
FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing a communication
process shown in FIG. 8.
FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing a communication sub-
process shown in FIG. 10.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0027] 2...rechargeable screwdriver, 4...main body,
6...angle head, 8...battery pack, 12...motor 12a...rotation
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sensor, 14...operation device, 16...grip, 18...notification
device, 20...control circuit, 22...motor drive device,
24...current detection device, 27...nonvolatile memory,
28...regulator, 30...communication circuit, 32...antenna
portion, 34...communication controller, 36...RF interface,
38...memory, 39...serial interface, 40...connector, 50...
external terminal.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0028] Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described with reference to the drawings.
[0029] As shown in FIG. 1, a rechargeable screwdriver
2 according to an embodiment to which the present in-
vention is applied comprises a main body 4 having an
elongated shape, an angle head 6 detachably attached
to one end portion in a longitudinal direction of the main
body 4, and a battery pack 8 detachably attached to the
other end portion in the longitudinal direction of the main
body 4.
[0030] In the one end portion of the main body 4 to
which the angle head 6 is attached, a motor 12 (see FIG.
2) to rotationally drive the angle head 6 is installed. The
angle head 6 converts a rotation of the motor 12 with a
rotation axis to a rotation with a rotation axis in a different
direction through an inner gear mechanism, and then
transmits the rotation to a front end tool.
[0031] In the middle of the main body 4, there is pro-
vided an operation device 14 for a user to input a drive
command of the motor 12 through an external operation.
Also, a grip 16 is provided between the operation device
14 and an attachment portion of the battery pack 8, in
order to enable the user to operate the operation device
14, for example, with a pointing finger while gripping the
main body 4.
[0032] The main body 4 houses therein a control circuit
20 and a communication circuit 30 shown in FIG. 2 in
addition to the motor 12.
[0033] The control circuit 20 is configured to operate
by receiving power supply from the battery pack 8 to con-
trol driving of the motor 12 in accordance with a command
from the operation device 14.
[0034] Specifically, the control circuit 20 comprises a
motor drive device 22 that supplies current to the motor
12 (a brushless motor in the present embodiment) to
thereby drive the motor 12, a current detection device 24
that detects current flowing into the motor 12, and an
MCU (Micro Control Unit) 26.
[0035] The MCU 26 controls the motor 12, through the
motor drive device 22, based on detection signals from
a rotation sensor 12a provided to the motor 12 and from
the current detection device 24 so that the motor 12 ro-
tates in accordance with the command from the operation
device 14.
[0036] In order to perform such control, the MCU 26
comprises a nonvolatile memory 27 to store operating
conditions (such as a rotation speed (speed) and a rota-
tion amount (turns) of the motor 12) and respective set-

ting changeable ranges (such as an upper limit value, a
lower limit value, and a settable step value) when per-
forming a screw fastening operation by the rechargeable
screwdriver 2.
[0037] The nonvolatile memory 27 corresponds to one
example of a storage device of the present invention, the
control circuit 20 corresponds to one example of a con-
troller of the present invention, and the communication
circuit 30 corresponds to one example of a communica-
tion device of the present invention.
[0038] The control circuit 20 comprises a regulator 28
configured to receive power supply from the battery pack
8 and provide a power-supply voltage (a direct current
constant voltage) to the MUC 26. Also, a notification de-
vice 18 to notify a user of various operating states is cou-
pled to the MCU 26. The notification device 18 comprises
a buzzer, an LED, and the like.
[0039] The communication circuit 30, which is config-
ured to perform near field wireless communication of the
NFC system with an external terminal 50 such as a smart-
phone, comprises an antenna portion 32, a communica-
tion controller 34, and an RF interface 36 that couples
these components.
[0040] The communication circuit 30 also comprises a
memory 38 to store various information necessary for
communication with the external terminal 50 and a serial
interface 39 to perform data communication with the
MCU 26 of the control circuit 20.
[0041] The communication controller 34 controls data
to communicate information for communication that is
stored in the memory 38 between the RF interface 36
and the serial interface 39. Accordingly, the communica-
tion controller 34 performs a near field wireless commu-
nication with the external terminal 50, and communicates
with the MUC 26 data transmitted and received to and
from the external terminal 50 by the near field wireless
communication, to thereby relay communication be-
tween the MCU 26 and the external terminal 50.
[0042] The control circuit 20 and the communication
circuit 30 are configured by mounting electronic compo-
nents onto respective different circuit substrates, and
these components are coupled through the connector 40.
[0043] Specifically, the connector 40 couples a com-
munication line between a communication port of the
MCU 26 and the serial interface 39 of the communication
circuit 30, as well as a power line to supply power from
the regulator 28 to the communication controller 34.
[0044] The circuit substrate of the communication cir-
cuit 30 is housed in the grip 16 of the main body 4, and
communication between the external terminal 50 and the
communication circuit 30 is enabled by moving the ex-
ternal terminal 50 close to the grip 16.
[0045] The near field wireless communication of the
NFC system is a technology to read data from an IC card
and to write data to an IC card.
[0046] Accordingly, in the present embodiment, it is
possible by using the external terminal 50 to read and
write operating conditions of the motor 12 stored in the
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nonvolatile memory 27 according to procedures shown
in FIG. 3.
[0047] Specifically, to read control information by using
the external terminal 50, the external terminal 50 is first
moved close to the grip 16 to be caused to capture the
communication circuit 30 as a communication target, and
then is caused to transmit a read request of desired data
(specified address data) stored at a specified address of
the nonvolatile memory 27 from the external terminal 50
to the communication circuit 30 (Step 1).
[0048] Then, the communication controller 34 of the
communication circuit 30 receives the read request, and
outputs (transfers) the read request to the control circuit
20 through the serial interface 39 (Step 2).
[0049] As a result, in the control circuit 20, the MCU
26 obtains the read request from the external terminal
50, reads the specified address data corresponding to
the read request from the nonvolatile memory 27, and
outputs the specified address data to the communication
circuit 30 (Step 3).
[0050] Then, in the communication circuit 30, the com-
munication controller 34 obtains the specified address
data from the control circuit 20, and transmits the ob-
tained specified address data to the external terminal 50
(Step 4).
[0051] As a result, the external terminal 50 can obtain
the specified address data as requested (Step 5).
[0052] To write control information by using the exter-
nal terminal 50, after the external terminal 50 is caused
to capture the communication circuit 30 in the same man-
ner as aforementioned, the external terminal 50 is caused
to transmit to the communication circuit 30 from the ex-
ternal terminal 50 a write request of data to a specified
address together with data to be written (Step 1).
[0053] Then, the communication controller 34 of the
communication circuit 30 receives the write request and
data, and outputs (transfers) the same to the control cir-
cuit 20 through the serial interface 39 (Step 2).
[0054] As a result, in the control circuit 20, the MCU
26 obtains the write request and data from the external
terminal 50, writes the obtained data to the specified ad-
dress of the nonvolatile memory 27, and outputs
Ack/Nack information indicating a result of writing (Step
3).
[0055] Then, in the communication circuit 30, the com-
munication controller 34 obtains the Ack/Nack informa-
tion from the control circuit 20, and transmits the obtained
Ack/Nack information to the external terminal 50 (Step 4).
[0056] As a result, the external terminal 50 receives
the Ack/Nack information and is able to confirm whether
the data transmitted together with the write request has
been properly written (Step 5).
[0057] In the near field wireless communication of the
NFC system, there are definitions of formats of data to
be transmitted/received when performing reading/writing
of the data. Thus, in the present embodiment, transmis-
sion/reception among the external terminal 50, the com-
munication circuit 30, and the control circuit 20 is per-

formed by using data formats in accordance with the def-
initions as shown in FIG. 4.
[0058] It is to be noted that in the near field wireless
communication of the NFC system, the first 2 bytes ("Ad-
dress L" and "Address H" shown in FIG. 4) of transmis-
sion data are used to specify an address in a storage
medium when making a read request/write request from
the external terminal 50. In this case, since a specifiable
address occupies an area of substantially half of the 2
bytes, that is 8 bits, there is only an extremely small stor-
age area from/to which reading/writing of data is possible
in the storage medium.
[0059] In the present embodiment, therefore, it is con-
figured to specify an address from or to which reading or
writing of data is to be performed by using a data area
(16 bytes of "Data0" to "Data15" shown in FIG. 4) for
writing assigned to the transmission data when making
a write request, without changing data formats.
[0060] Specifically, as shown in (1) of FIG. 5, the ex-
ternal terminal 50 transmits at most six commands (C1
to C6 shown in FIG. 5) each making a reading or writing
request of information at a specified address, the number
of commands, and an authentication key by using a data
area ("Data0" to "Data15") of transmission data when
making a write request as shown in FIG. 4 in 2-byte units.
[0061] In the present embodiment, the commands C1
to C6 are each used for specifying an address of data to
be read from or written to the nonvolatile memory 27.
[0062] As a result of the transmission of the com-
mands, the MCU 26 in the control circuit 20 stores the
received plurality of commands C1 to C6 and returns
Ack/Nack information indicating reception of the com-
mands as shown in (1) in FIG. 6 through the communi-
cation circuit 30.
[0063] Subsequently, the external terminal 50 sequen-
tially transmits read commands or write commands of
data corresponding to the plurality of commands (C1 to
C6) previously transmitted, as shown in (2) to (7) in FIG. 5.
[0064] Specifically, if the previously transmitted com-
mand is an address of information to be read from the
nonvolatile memory 27, a read command of data at the
previously specified address is transmitted as shown in
(2) to (6) in FIG. 5, using the format for transmission data
when making a write request shown in FIG. 4.
[0065] Then, the MCU 26 of the control circuit 20, as
shown in (2) to (6) in FIG. 6, reads from the nonvolatile
memory 27 information at the address corresponding to
the previously received command, and returns read data
using the data format when returning read data as shown
in FIG. 4.
[0066] If the previously transmitted command is an ad-
dress of information to be written to the nonvolatile mem-
ory 27, the external terminal 50 transmits write data as
shown in (7) in FIG. 5 using the format for transmission
data when making a write request shown in FIG. 4.
[0067] Then, the MCU 26 in the control circuit 20 writes
received data at the address of the nonvolatile memory
27 corresponding to the previously received command,
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and returns a result of the writing (i.e., Ack/Nack infor-
mation) as shown in (7) in FIG. 6.
[0068] Consequently, according to the present embod-
iment, it is possible to specify a wider range of addresses
in the nonvolatile memory 27, and to execute reading or
writing of information from or to the nonvolatile memory
27 by using the communication circuit 30 of a common
type that performs the near field wireless communication
of the NFC system.
[0069] As clear from FIG. 5, it is possible in the present
embodiment to specify, as information to be read from
the nonvolatile memory 27, specific information of the
electric power tool, upper limit value information, lower
limit value information, settable step information, and cur-
rent tool setting information by using the commands C1
to C5.
[0070] The upper limit value information and the lower
limit value information are information indicating an upper
limit value and a lower limit value that are settable as
operating conditions, the settable step information is in-
formation indicating a minimum unit to change setting of
each operating condition, and the current tool setting in-
formation is information indicating currently set operating
conditions.
[0071] Also, it is possible to set, as information to be
written to the nonvolatile memory 27, new tool setting
information to update the operating conditions by the
command C6.
[0072] When setting the new tool setting information,
a user can set the new tool setting information properly
by confirming the upper limit value information, the lower
limit value information, and the settable step information
that are read from the nonvolatile memory 27.
[0073] Further, as clear from FIG. 6, the specific infor-
mation of the electric power tool obtainable by the com-
mand C1 comprises a product name, a type of a motor,
a rated voltage, a control specification, a serial number,
etc.
[0074] The operating conditions that can be read by
the commands C2 to C5 and be written by the command
C6 are a rotation speed (First speed) and a rotation
amount (First turns) of the motor 12 immediately after
starting a screw fastening, a rotation speed (Rundown
speed) and a rotation amount (Rundown turns) of the
motor 12 during the screw fastening, and a rotation speed
(Final speed) and a rotation amount (Final turns) of the
motor 12 when finishing the screw fastening.
[0075] Specifically, in a case of performing a specified
screw fastening using the rechargeable screwdriver 2,
for example, in a manufacturing facility or the like, the
motor 12 is rotated at a specified low speed from the start
of screw fastening at a time point t0 until a time point t1
by which a screw has been rotated a specified amount,
as shown in FIG. 7.
[0076] Thereafter, the motor 12 is rotated at a high
speed to perform screw fastening, and the motor is ro-
tated at a low speed after the screw fastening is mostly
completed (at a time point t2) until a time point t3 by which

the screw has been further rotated a specified amount in
order to completely fasten the screw.
[0077] In order to properly perform such a screw fas-
tening operation, the aforementioned various operating
conditions (First speed, First turns, Rundown speed,
Rundown turns, Final speed, and Final turns) are defined
in the rechargeable screwdriver 2 of the present embod-
iment.
[0078] Also, to enable setting changes of these oper-
ating conditions by using the external terminal 50, the
operating conditions and respective settable ranges
thereof (the upper limit values, the lower limit values, and
the settable step values) are stored in the nonvolatile
memory 27.
[0079] In the transmission data from the external ter-
minal 50 shown in FIG. 5, the head frame of 2 bytes
("Address L", "Address H") is not used for specifying an
address.
[0080] In the present embodiment, therefore, as de-
scribed in (1) in FIG. 5, 3 bits (b5, b6, b7) of the head
frame are used to transmit, from the external terminal 50,
flags F_T1 and F_T2 to be used in a later-described com-
munication process as well as a flag F_write indicating
whether the transmission data is a write request or a read
request. Also, an authentication key of 4 bits that is spe-
cific to the external terminal 50 is assigned to the head
frame.
[0081] Next, a description will be given of a control
process to be executed by the MCU 26 of the control
circuit 20 to perform drive control of the motor 12, and
reading and writing of information from and to the non-
volatile memory 27 in accordance with requests from the
external terminal 50, with reference to flowcharts in FIG.
8 to FIG. 11.
[0082] As shown in FIG. 8, the MCU 26 determines in
S110 (S means "Step") whether a specified control cycle
has elapsed. If the specified control cycle has not
elapsed, a determination process in S110 is executed
again, and elapse of the specified control cycle is waited
for.
[0083] When the specified control cycle has elapsed,
processes in S120 onward are executed. That is, the
MCU 26 periodically executes the processes in S120 on-
ward with the specified control cycle.
[0084] In S120, a WDT clear process to clear a watch
dog timer (WDT) is executed, and in subsequent S130,
a signal (a switch signal) from an operation switch pro-
vided to the operation device 14 is confirmed.
[0085] In subsequent S140, an A/D conversion proc-
ess is executed, in which an operation amount of the
operation device 14, a current detected by the current
detection device 24 and a battery voltage supplied by the
battery pack 8, detection signals from the rotation sensor
12a provided to the motor 12, a not-shown temperature
sensor, and the like, are A/D converted and acquired.
[0086] In subsequent S150, an abnormality confirma-
tion process is executed, in which an abnormality, such
as battery voltage reduction and overheat of the motor
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12, is checked based on results of the A/D conversion in
S140. In subsequent S160, a motor control process to
control the driving of the motor 12 is executed.
[0087] In the motor control process, in a case where
an abnormality is detected in the abnormality confirma-
tion process, the driving of the motor 12 is stopped, and
then a drive stopped state is maintained until a user’s
operation of the operation device 14 is finished. In the
motor control process, the driving of the motor 12 is
stopped also in a case where a flag F_Mstop to be set
or reset (cleared) in a later-described communication
process is set.
[0088] Subsequently, in S170, a communication proc-
ess is executed, in which a write request or read request
inputted from the external terminal 50 through the com-
munication circuit 30 is received, and a result of writing
or read information is returned.
[0089] In subsequent S180, a memory operation proc-
ess to write data to the nonvolatile memory 27 or to read
data from the nonvolatile memory 27 is executed based
on the communication process in S170.
[0090] Finally, after proceeding to S190, a notification
control process is executed, in which an abnormality de-
tected in the abnormality confirmation process or an ab-
normality in the write data obtained in the communication
process is notified to a user through the notification de-
vice 18, and the present process proceeds to S110.
[0091] As shown in FIG. 9, in the notification control
process, it is determined in S191 whether a flag
F_setover to be set or reset (cleared) in the communica-
tion process is set, to thereby determine whether the up-
date data of the operating condition obtained in the com-
munication process is within an updatable range defined
by the upper or lower limit value information or the set-
table step information shown in FIG. 6.
[0092] If the flag F_setover is set, the present process
proceeds to S192, in which the notification device 18 is
driven to notify such flag setting. Since the notification
device 18 comprises the buzzer, the LED, and the like,
as described above, the fact that the update data is out-
side the updatable range (in other words, updating by
the update data is impossible) is notified to the user in S
192 by means of sounding of the buzzer and lighting (or
blinking) of the LED.
[0093] If the flag F_setover is not set, the notification
control process is terminated.
[0094] Next, a description will be given of the commu-
nication process (S170) that is a major process in the
present invention.
[0095] As shown in FIG. 10, in the communication
process, it is determined in S210 whether a flag F_T1 is
cleared to a value "0". The flag F_T1 is set to a cleared
state from when initial transmission data indicating the
plurality of commands C1 to C6 shown in (1) in FIG. 5 is
received until when a reception process thereof (that is,
a reply) is completed, by a later-described process and
the transmission data from the external terminal 50.
[0096] Accordingly, in S210, from when the initial trans-

mission data shown in (1) in FIG. 5 is received until when
the reception process (that is, a reply) is completed, a
positive determination is made and the present process
proceeds to S220.
[0097] In S220, the flag F_setover is cleared, and the
present process proceeds to S230, in which it is deter-
mined whether a flag F_S1 is cleared.
[0098] The flag F_S1 is a flag that is set when a series
of processes from a write request or a read request (here-
inafter also collectively referred to as a communication
request) from the external terminal 50 to a reply in a com-
munication sub-process in S500 is completed, and then
is cleared when a waiting state for a next communication
request is started.
[0099] Accordingly, in S230, from when the initial trans-
mission data shown in (1) in FIG. 5 is received until when
the reception process (that is, a reply) is completed, a
positive determination is made in the same manner as
in S210 and the communication sub-process in S500 is
executed. After executing the communication sub-proc-
ess, the communication process is terminated.
[0100] The communication sub-process, which is a
process to execute a series of processes from reading
or writing of data from or to the nonvolatile memory in
accordance with the communication request from the ex-
ternal terminal 50 shown in (1) to (7) in FIG. 5 until re-
turning the results (the information shown in (1) to (7) in
FIG. 5), is performed according to a procedure shown in
FIG. 11.
[0101] Specifically, in the communication sub-proc-
ess, it is determined in S510 whether a communication
request from the external terminal 50 is inputted through
the communication circuit 30. If a communication request
is not inputted, the communication sub-process is simply
terminated, whereas if a communication request is input-
ted, the present process proceeds to S520.
[0102] In S520, a flag F_Mstop is set to stop the driving
of the motor 12, and in subsequent S530, it is determined
whether reception of all data of the communication re-
quest from the external terminal 50 is completed.
[0103] If reception of all data of the communication re-
quest is not completed, the communication sub-process
is terminated, whereas if reception of all data of the com-
munication request is completed, the present process
proceeds to S540.
[0104] In S540, it is determined based on the flag F
write of the head frame of the received data whether the
currently received communication request is a write re-
quest or a read request.
[0105] If the currently received communication request
is a write request, the present process proceeds to S550,
in which a received content is written to a data holding
buffer. In subsequent S560, a transmission content (the
Ack/Nack information shown in (1) and (7) in FIG. 6) to
reply indicating that write data has been properly re-
ceived is prepared, and then the present process pro-
ceeds to S600.
[0106] If the currently received communication request
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is a read request, the present process proceeds to S570,
in which an address of data to be read from the nonvolatile
memory 27 in accordance with the read request (in other
words, an address specified by each of the commands
C1 to C5 shown in FIG. 5) is written to a read buffer.
[0107] Then, data of the address written to the read
buffer is read from the nonvolatile memory 27 in the mem-
ory operation process in S180. In subsequent S580, a
transmission content (the information shown in (2) to (6)
in FIG. 6) to return the read data to the external terminal
50 is prepared, and then the present process proceeds
to S600.
[0108] In S600, a transmission process is executed, in
which the information prepared in S560 or S580 is out-
putted to the communication circuit 30, to thereby cause
the communication circuit 30 to transmit (return) the in-
formation to the external terminal 50.
[0109] In S610, it is determined whether the transmis-
sion process in S600 is completed. If the transmission
process is completed, the flag F S1 is set, and the com-
munication sub-process is terminated. If it is determined
in S610 that the transmission process is not completed,
the communication sub-process is temporarily terminat-
ed.
[0110] When the flag F_S1 is set in the communication
sub-process as described above, a negative determina-
tion is made in S230, and the subsequent S240 is exe-
cuted.
[0111] In S240, the flag F_S1 is cleared, and in S250,
the number of communication commands and the com-
munication commands are obtained from the transmis-
sion data (in this case, the initial transmission data shown
in (1) in FIG. 5) that is obtained in the communication
sub-process in S500.
[0112] In subsequent S260, the flag F T1 is set, and in
S270, a detection state of a communication request in
the communication sub-process is cleared, and the
present communication process is terminated.
[0113] When the number of communication com-
mands and the communication commands are obtained
as described above, the flag F_T1 is set; thus, a negative
determination is to be made in S210 in the communica-
tion process. When a negative determination is made in
S210, the present process proceeds to S280, in which it
is determined whether a flag F_T2 is cleared to a value
"0."
[0114] The flag F_T2 is set to a cleared state until later-
described processes as well as the plurality of commands
C1 to C6 initially transmitted from the external terminal
50 by the transmission data from the external terminal
50 are all completely executed.
[0115] Accordingly, in S280, a positive determination
is made until the plurality of commands are completely
executed, and then the present process proceeds to
S290. In S290, it is determined whether communications
for the number of communication commands obtained in
S250 are uncompleted, in other words, processes cor-
responding to the initially obtained plurality of communi-

cation commands still remain.
[0116] If communications for the number of communi-
cation commands are uncompleted and commands to
be executed still remain, the present process proceeds
to S300, in which it is determined whether the flag F_S1
is cleared. If the flag F_S1 is cleared, the communication
sub-process in S500 is executed.
[0117] In the communication sub-process executed at
that point, reception of the initial transmission data from
the external terminal 50 (that is, reception of the number
of communication commands and of the communication
commands) is completed.
[0118] Accordingly, in the communication sub-process
to be executed when a positive determination is made in
S300, an execution command of each of the commands
included in the initial transmission data is received as a
communication request, and writing or reading of infor-
mation to or from the nonvolatile memory 27 is performed
in response to the execution command.
[0119] It is to be noted that when it is determined in
S510, after obtaining the plurality of commands by the
initial transmission data, whether a communication re-
quest is received, a comparison is made between the
authentication key assigned to the head frame of the in-
itial transmission data and an authentication key as-
signed to the head frame of the currently received com-
munication request. If these are identical, it is determined
that an execution command of the command is received.
[0120] This is intended to inhibit erroneous operation
caused by a transmission signal from an external device
different from the external terminal 50 that initially trans-
mitted the plurality of commands.
[0121] If it is determined in S300 that the flag F_S1 is
set, this means that it is immediately after a communica-
tion with respect to one of the commands is completed
by the communication sub-process, and thus the present
process proceeds to S310. In S310, it is determined
whether the flag F_write of the head frame of the currently
received data is cleared, in other words, whether the com-
munication request is a read request.
[0122] If the flag F_write is cleared, and the communi-
cation request is a read request, the present process
proceeds to S360, in which a communication command
to be executed next is set. In S360, if communications
for the number of communication commands are com-
pleted, and thus any next communication command can-
not be set, such fact is stored for the determination proc-
ess in S290.
[0123] In subsequent S370, the flag F S1 is cleared,
and in S380, the detection state of a communication re-
quest in the communication sub-process is cleared, and
the present communication process is terminated.
[0124] If it is determined in S310 that the flag F_write
is set, the communication request is a write request, and
thus the present process proceeds to S320.
[0125] In S320, it is determined whether the write data
(in the present embodiment, new tool setting information
shown in (7) in FIG. 5) that is stored to the data holding
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buffer in the communication sub-process is within a set-
table range (upper and lower limit values), and also cor-
responds to a settable step value.
[0126] If it is determined in S320 that the write data is
within the settable range and corresponds to the settable
step value, the present process proceeds to S340.
[0127] If it is determined in S320 that the write data is
outside the settable range or does not correspond to the
settable step value, the present process proceeds to
S330.
[0128] In S330, if the write data stored in the data hold-
ing buffer is outside the settable range, the write data is
corrected to be a value closer to the currently received
write data within the upper and lower limit values of the
settable range, and the present process proceeds to
S340.
[0129] If the write data does not correspond to the set-
table step value, the write data is corrected to a value
closest to the currently received write data among values
settable by the settable step value, and the present proc-
ess proceeds to S340.
[0130] In S340, the write data in the data holding buffer
is transferred to a writing buffer, and in S350, a flag
F_flash is set. Then, the present process proceeds to
S360.
[0131] The flag F_flash is cleared when the write data
in the writing buffer is written to a specified address of
the nonvolatile memory 27 corresponding to the com-
mand in the memory operation process in S180.
[0132] In a correction process in S330, it is impossible
to write a setting value corresponding to the write request
from the external terminal 50, and thus the flag F setover
is set to notify the fact to the user.
[0133] As a result, it is notified to the user through the
notification device 18 by the notification control process
shown in FIG. 9 that it is impossible to write a setting
value corresponding to the write request, and the user
can detect the fact.
[0134] If it is determined in S290 that the communica-
tions for the number of communication commands are
completed, the present process proceeds to S390, in
which the flag F_T2 is set, and then the present commu-
nication process is terminated.
[0135] If it is determined in S280 that the flag F T2 is
set, the present process proceeds to S400, in which it is
determined whether the flag F_flash is cleared, in other
words, whether writing of the write data to the nonvolatile
memory 27 in the memory operation process in S180 is
completed.
[0136] If it is determined in S400 that the flag F_flash
is set, writing to the nonvolatile memory 27 is not com-
pleted, and thus the present communication process is
simply terminated.
[0137] If it is determined in S400 that the flag F_flash
is cleared, it means that processes corresponding to the
plurality of commands transmitted from the external ter-
minal 50 are all completed. Thus, the present process
proceeds to S410, in which the flag F_Mstop is cleared

to permit the driving of the motor 12 by the motor control
process.
[0138] In subsequent S420, the flags F_T1 and F_T2
are cleared so that a series of memory operations cor-
responding to the communication request from the ex-
ternal terminal 50 can be executed, and then the present
communication process is terminated.
[0139] As described above, the rechargeable screw-
driver 2 according to the present embodiment is provided
with the communication circuit 30 that performs wireless
communication via near field wireless communication
with the external terminal 50. The communication circuit
30 is capable of transmitting and receiving data in NFC
data formats, relaying such data between the external
terminal 50 and the control circuit 20. Between the ex-
ternal terminal 50 and the control circuit 20, communica-
tion specific to the present invention is performed using
the NFC data formats.
[0140] Specifically, a plurality of commands (address-
es of 2 bytes according to the present embodiment) is
transmitted from the external terminal 50, by using the
information frame of 16 bytes in the communication frame
used for the read request, and then communication re-
quests corresponding to the respective commands (ad-
dresses) are sequentially transmitted.
[0141] The control circuit 20 stores the plurality of com-
mands initially transmitted thereto, together with the
number of the commands, and sequentially writes or
reads data corresponding to the commands (addresses)
in accordance with the communication requests subse-
quently transmitted thereto.
[0142] This allows the rechargeable screwdriver 2 ac-
cording to the present embodiment to specify a wider
range of addresses than conventionally does, through
the external terminal 50 such as a smartphone, using the
communication frame for near field wireless communi-
cation.
[0143] This increases an amount of data that can be
written in or read from the nonvolatile memory 27.
[0144] The head frame of the transmission data from
the external terminal 50 is provided with an authentication
key. If the control circuit 20 obtains a plurality of com-
mands from the external terminal 50 and then a commu-
nication request is transmitted thereto from another ex-
ternal device, the control circuit 20 can identify, from the
authentication key, whether the memory operations
should be performed in response to the communication
request.
[0145] This inhibits the MCU 26 from erroneously ex-
ecuting the writing or reading of data to or from the non-
volatile memory 27, to thereby increase reliability of the
memory operations by near field wireless communica-
tion.
[0146] Although the embodiment of the present inven-
tion has been described as above, the present invention
is not limited to the aforementioned embodiment, but may
be in various modes within the scope not departing from
the subject matter of the present invention.
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[0147] For example, in the aforementioned embodi-
ment, a case has been described where the present in-
vention is applied to the rechargeable screwdriver 2.
However, the present invention can be applied to various
types of electric power tools other than rechargeable
screwdrivers. The present invention can also be applied
to battery packs that supply electric power to electric pow-
er tools, to chargers therefor, and even to devices differ-
ent from these apparatuses for an electric power tool.
[0148] Thus, the present invention can be applied to
any wireless communication device that writes or reads
information to or from a storage medium by performing
near field wireless communication, as well as to any de-
vice that comprises such a wireless communication de-
vice, in a similar manner to the aforementioned embod-
iment to thereby obtain a similar effect to the aforemen-
tioned embodiment.

Claims

1. A wireless communication device comprising:

a controller that reads information from and write
information to a storage medium; and
a communication device for near field wireless
communication, the communication device be-
ing configured to receive a read request or a
write request transmitted in a communication
frame for near field wireless communication
from an external device and output the request
to the controller, the communication device be-
ing configured to obtain read information that
has been read out by the controller from the stor-
age medium in accordance with the read request
and to thereby return the information to the ex-
ternal device when the read request is received,
and the communication device being configured
to obtain, from the controller, a response signal
indicating a result of writing of information to the
storage medium and to thereby return the signal
to the external device when the write request is
received,
wherein the controller is configured to, if an in-
formation frame of the communication frame re-
ceived by the communication device contains a
plurality of commands, store the plurality of com-
mands and then read or write information from
or to the storage medium by sequentially exe-
cuting the commands every time the communi-
cation device receives the write request or the
read request thereafter.

2. The wireless communication device according to
claim 1, wherein the controller is configured to obtain,
from the information frame of the communication
frame received by the communication device, au-
thentication information on a requester that has

transmitted the read request or the write request,
and to perform a processing operation correspond-
ing to the read request or the write request if the
authentication information is legitimate.

3. An apparatus for an electric power tool configured
as an electric power tool, a battery attached to the
electric power tool, or a charger that charges the
battery, the apparatus comprising:

a storage medium that stores information spe-
cific to the apparatus for an electric power tool;
and
a wireless communication device according to
claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein the wireless communication device is
configured to write or read information to or from
the storage medium in response to a write re-
quest or a read request from an external device.
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