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(54) SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE

(57) A semiconductor device according to the
present invention includes a plurality of masters (100), a
memory controller (400a), a bus that connects the plu-
rality of masters (100) and the memory controller (400a),
a QoS information register (610) that stores QoS infor-
mation of the plurality of masters (100), a right grant
number controller (602) that calculates the number of
grantable access rights based on space information of a
buffer (401) of the memory controller (400a), a right grant

selection controller (603a) that selects the master (100)
which will be granted the access right based on the QoS
information of the QoS information register (610) and the
number of grantable rights from the right grant number
controller (602), and a request issuing controller (201a)
that does not pass a request of the master (100) which
has not been granted the access right from the right grant
selection controller (603a).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a semiconduc-
tor device and more specifically, to a semiconductor de-
vice to which a plurality of circuit blocks are connected
via a bus.

Background Art

[0002] In the semiconductor device, a large number of
bus systems in which a plurality of bus masters are con-
nected to a common bus have been proposed. In these
bus systems, requests sent to the common bus from the
plurality of bus masters need to be arbitrated. Patent Lit-
erature 1 and 2 disclose examples of the techniques re-
lated to performing the arbitration.
[0003] Patent Literature 1 discloses a technique of in-
terchanging slots, when there is a request from a master
that is designated as a priority master and a slot in which
the highest priority is given to the priority master is
present in the current slot or a later slot, so as to reduce
the latency of the priority master.
[0004] Further, Patent Literature 2 discloses a tech-
nique of performing, in a circuit composed of multiple
masters and multiple slaves connected via an intercon-
nect, a bus arbitration by transmitting token signals be-
tween nodes on a virtual network before issuing requests
in a physical network.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0005]

[Patent Literature 1] Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2005-258867
[Patent Literature 2] International Patent Publication
No. WO 2012/049485

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0006] In the technique disclosed in Patent Literature
1, the requests from the masters are arbitrated in accord-
ance with priority master information that has been con-
figured for each slot without considering an availability
status of a buffer of a memory controller, which causes
stagnation of the requests on the bus. Accordingly, a sub-
sequent request having a high priority cannot flow due
to the presence of a preceding request having a low pri-
ority, which causes a problem that the latency of the re-
quest having a high priority is degraded. Further, in order
to avoid this problem, an intermediate buffer needs to be
provided so that the subsequent request can overtake

the preceding request, which causes an increase in the
size of the circuit.
[0007] Further, in the technique disclosed in Patent Lit-
erature 2, the request is issued in the physical network
after the arbitration is performed using the token issued
in response to a request, which causes a problem that
the latency of the circuit is increased. Further, in multiple
interconnect layers, the arbitration is performed for each
layer, which requires a large number of buffers that store
the requests provided in each layer.
[0008] The other problems of the related art and the
novel characteristics of the present invention will be
made apparent from the descriptions of the specification
and the accompanying drawings.

Solution to Problem

[0009] According to one embodiment, a semiconduc-
tor device calculates the number of grantable access
rights based on space information of a buffer of a memory
controller, selects the master which will be granted the
access right based on Quality of Service (QoS) informa-
tion of a plurality of masters and the number of grantable
rights, and does not pass a request from a master which
has not been granted the access right.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0010] According to the embodiment, it is possible to
provide a semiconductor device capable of preventing
stagnation of requests on a bus, improving the latency,
and reducing the size of the circuit.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0011]

Fig. 1 is a configuration diagram of a semiconductor
device according to a first embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a flowchart showing one example of process-
ing of a memory controller regarding an access right
according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 3 is a flowchart showing one example of process-
ing of a central bus controller regarding the access
right according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 4 is a flowchart showing one example of process-
ing of a sub bus controller regarding the access right
according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 5 is a configuration diagram of a semiconductor
device according to a second embodiment;
Fig. 6 is a configuration diagram of a central bus
controller according to the second embodiment;
Fig. 7 is a configuration diagram of a memory con-
troller according to the second embodiment;
Fig. 8 is a diagram showing a configuration informa-
tion example of a reservation-type register group ac-
cording to the second embodiment:
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing a configuration example
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of a band width in the configuration of Fig. 8 accord-
ing to the second embodiment;
Fig. 10 is a diagram showing a configuration infor-
mation example of a reservation-type register group
and a refresh request subslot number configuration
register according to the second embodiment;
Fig. 11 is a diagram showing a configuration example
of a band width in the configuration of Fig. 10 ac-
cording to the second embodiment;
Fig. 12 is a configuration diagram of a central bus
controller according to a modified example of the
second embodiment;
Fig. 13 is a diagram showing a configuration infor-
mation example of a reservation-type register group
according to the modified example of the second em-
bodiment;
Fig. 14 is a diagram showing a configuration example
of a band width in the configuration of Fig. 13 ac-
cording to the modified example of the second em-
bodiment;
Fig. 15 is a configuration diagram of a central bus
controller according to a third embodiment;
Fig. 16A is a diagram showing an example of a dis-
tribution priority of a master that issues requests at
regular intervals according to the third embodiment;
Fig. 16B is a diagram showing an example of a dis-
tribution priority of a master that does not issue re-
quests in a first half and issues requests only in a
second half according to the third embodiment;
Fig. 17 is a configuration diagram of a semiconductor
device according to a fourth embodiment.

Description of Embodiments

[0012] Hereinafter, with reference to the drawings, em-
bodiments will be described. The specific values and the
like described in the following embodiments are merely
examples to facilitate the understanding of the present
invention and the present invention is not limited to them
unless otherwise stated. Further, in the following descrip-
tion and the drawings, in order to simplify the explanation,
matters obvious for those skilled in the art may be omitted
or simplified as appropriate.
[0013] Further, while various configuration registers
are provided in the following embodiments, values or in-
formation stored in the respective configuration registers
may be changed.

First embodiment

[0014] Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a configuration of
a semiconductor device according to a first embodiment.
As shown in Fig. 1, the semiconductor device according
to the first embodiment includes a plurality of masters
100, a plurality of sub bus controllers 200a, a bus arbiter
300, a memory controller 400a, a memory 500, a central
bus controller 600a, a bus 10, a bus 20, and a bus 30.
While the number of masters 100 is three in the example

shown in Fig. 1, the number of masters 100 is not limited
and may be any number equal to or larger than two. The
three masters 100 shown in Fig. 1 are called a master
A, a master B, and a master C. Further, the number of
masters 100 is the same as the number of sub bus con-
trollers 200a.
[0015] The plurality of masters 100 are connected to
the respective sub bus controllers 200a via the bus 10.
The plurality of masters 100 output requests for the mem-
ory 500 to the respective sub bus controllers 200a via
the bus 10.
[0016] The sub bus controller 200a includes a request
issuing controller 201a. The request issuing controller
201a receives the request from the bus 10. Further, the
request issuing controller 201a receives a priority level
signal 705 from the central bus controller 600a. The pri-
ority level signal 705 is a signal indicating the priority level
based on QoS information of the master 100.
[0017] Further, the request issuing controller 201a de-
termines whether to output the received request to the
bus 20. This determination is made by determining
whether an access right grant signal 700 indicating a
grant of an access right has been distributed from the
central bus controller 600a. When the access right grant
signal 700 has been distributed, the request issuing con-
troller 201a outputs the received request to the bus 20.
On the other hand, when the access right grant signal
700 has not been distributed, that is, when the access
right has not been granted, the request issuing controller
201a does not output the received request to the bus 20.
That is, the request issuing controller 201a cannot pass
the request from the master 100 until the time it obtains
the access right.
[0018] When the request issuing controller 201a out-
puts the received request to the bus 20, the request is-
suing controller 201a adds the priority level of the corre-
sponding master 100 to this request and outputs the re-
sulting request. This priority level is indicated by the pri-
ority level signal 705. Further, when the request issuing
controller 201a has not received the request from the bus
10 when it acquired the access right, the request issuing
controller 201a returns the access right to the central bus
controller 600a by an access right return signal 710.
[0019] The bus arbiter 300 receives requests from the
bus 20. Further, the bus arbiter 300 arbitrates the re-
quests using the priority levels added to the received re-
quests. The method of arbitrating the requests using the
priority levels by the bus arbiter 300 is a known one and
thus the description thereof will be omitted. As a result
of the arbitration, the bus arbiter 300 outputs the request
whose priority is the highest among the requests from
the plurality of masters 100 to the bus 30. The arbitration
performed by the bus arbiter 300 may be a round robin
method or a fixed priority method.
[0020] The memory controller 400a includes a buffer
401. The memory controller 400a receives the requests
from the bus 30. Further, the memory controller 400a
stores the received requests in the buffer 401. The mem-
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ory controller 400a then schedules the requests and con-
trols the access to the memory 500 using the priority lev-
els added to the requests stored in the buffer 401. Fur-
ther, the memory controller 400a constantly monitors the
use state of the buffer 401. When the buffer 401 is re-
leased as a result of completion of response processing,
the memory controller 400a outputs information indicat-
ing that the buffer 401 has been released to the central
bus controller 600a as a buffer release notification signal
720.
[0021] The memory 500 is, for example, a Double-Da-
ta-Rate Synchronous Dynamic Random Access Memory
(DDR SDRAM), a Static Random Access Memory
(SRAM) or the like. The memory 500 is not limited to the
DDR SDRAM or the SRAM and may be another memory.
[0022] The central bus controller 600a is a function unit
to control the access right. The central bus controller
600a includes a grantable maximum number configura-
tion register 601, a right grant number controller 602, a
right grant selection controller 603a, and a QoS informa-
tion register 610.
[0023] The grantable maximum number configuration
register 601 stores the maximum number of the grantable
access rights. The maximum number of the grantable
access rights indicates the maximum number of the ac-
cess rights that can be granted. The value of the maxi-
mum number of the grantable rights stored in the grant-
able maximum number configuration register 601 can be
changed.
[0024] When the buffer 401 has been released, the
right grant number controller 602 receives the buffer re-
lease notification signal 720 from the memory controller
400a. The right grant number controller 602 then calcu-
lates the number of grantable access rights based on the
space information of the buffer 401. Further, the right
grant number controller 602 outputs the number of grant-
able rights that has been calculated to the right grant
selection controller 603a.
[0025] A specific example of the calculation of the
number of grantable access rights will be described. The
right grant number controller 602 reads out, besides the
buffer release notification signal 720, the maximum
number of the grantable rights from the grantable maxi-
mum number configuration register 601. The right grant
number controller 602 then calculates the number of
grantable access rights based on the space information
of the buffer 401, the upper limit of the number of grant-
able rights being the maximum number of the grantable
rights.
[0026] Further, the right grant number controller 602
receives, besides the buffer release notification signal
720, the access right return signal’710 from the request
issuing controller 201a. Then the right grant number con-
troller 602 calculates the number of grantable access
rights based on the space information of the buffer 401
and the number of access rights that have been returned.
[0027] Further, the right grant number controller 602
may calculate the number of grantable access rights us-

ing, besides the buffer release notification signal 720, the
maximum number of the grantable rights, the access right
return signal 710, and the number of access rights that
have been distributed. Specifically, when the access right
grant signal 700 is distributed based on the maximum
number of the grantable rights, the right grant number
controller 602 reduces the number of grantable rights by
the number corresponding to the number of rights that
have been distributed. Further, the right grant number
controller 602 increases the number of grantable rights
by receiving the buffer release notification signal 720
from the memory controller 400a or by receiving the ac-
cess right return signal 710 from the request issuing con-
troller 201a. The right grant number controller 602 may
recognize the number of access rights that have been
distributed by receiving a notification indicating the
number of access rights that have been distributed from
the right grant selection controller 603a. Further, the right
grant number controller 602 may recognize the number
of grantable rights that have been output to the right grant
selection controller 603a as the number of access rights
that have been distributed. This technique is effective
when the right grant selection controller 603a definitely
distributes all the access rights that can be granted.
[0028] The QoS information register 610 stores the
QoS information of the plurality of masters 100.
[0029] The right grant selection controller 603a reads
out the QoS information of the plurality of masters 100
from the QoS information register 610. Further, the right
grant selection controller 603a receives the number of
grantable rights from the right grant number controller
602. The right grant selection controller 603a then selects
a master which will be granted the access right based on
the QoS information of the plurality of masters 100 and
the number of grantable rights. Specifically, the right
grant selection controller 603a selects the master which
will be granted the access right so that the master 100
that has a high priority level based on the QoS information
is preferentially granted the access right in the range of
the number of grantable rights.
[0030] Further, the right grant selection controller 603a
distributes the access right grant signal 700 to the master
100 that has been selected as a master which will be
granted the access right. Specifically, the right grant se-
lection controller 603a outputs the access right grant sig-
nal 700 to the sub bus controller 200a of the master 100
that has been selected. The selection of the master which
will be granted the access right and the output of the
access right grant signal 700 in the right grant selection
controller 603a are performed at every cycle. Further,
the right grant selection controller 603a outputs the pri-
ority level signal 705 indicating the priority level based
on the QoS information of the master 100 to the sub bus
controller 200a of the master 100. The output of the pri-
ority level signal 705 by the right grant selection controller
603a is performed when the QoS information is stored
in the QoS information register 610. Accordingly, the pri-
ority level based on the QoS information stored in the
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QoS information register 610 is also reflected in the sub
bus controller 200a.
[0031] Next, with reference to Figs. 2, 3, and 4, exam-
ples of the process flows of the memory controller 400a,
the central bus controller 600a, and the sub bus controller
200a regarding the access right in the semiconductor
device according to the first embodiment will be de-
scribed.
[0032] First, with reference to a flowchart shown in Fig.
2, the process flow of the memory controller 400a regard-
ing the access right will be described.
[0033] First, the memory controller 400a monitors
whether the buffer 401 has been released (S101). When
it is determined in S101 that the buffer 401 has not yet
been released, the monitoring in S101 is continued.
[0034] When it is determined in S101 that the buffer
401 has been released, the memory controller 400a out-
puts the release information of the buffer 401 to the cen-
tral bus controller 600a as the buffer release notification
signal 720 (S102) and the process goes back to S101.
[0035] Next, with reference to the flowchart shown in
Fig. 3, a process flow of the central bus controller 600a
regarding the access right will be described.
[0036] First, the right grant number controller 602 de-
termines whether it has received the buffer release noti-
fication signal 720 (S201). When the right grant number
controller 602 determines in S201 that it has received
the buffer release notification signal 720, the right grant
number controller 602 increases the number of grantable
rights (S202).
[0037] After S202, the right grant number controller
602 determines whether it has received the access right
return signal 710 (S203). When it is determined in S201
that it has not received the buffer release notification sig-
nal 720, the process also goes to S203. When it is de-
termined in S203 that the right grant number controller
602 has received the access right return signal 710, the
right grant number controller 602 increases the number
of grantable rights (S204).
[0038] After S204, the right grant selection controller
603a determines whether the right can be granted
(S205). When it is determined in S203 that it has not
received the access right return signal 710, the process
also goes to S205. The determination in S205 is per-
formed by receiving the number of grantable rights from
the right grant number controller 602. The determination
in S205 is performed at every cycle.
[0039] When it is determined in S205 that the right can-
not be granted, the process goes back to S201. On the
other hand, when it is determined in S205 that the right
can be granted, the right grant selection controller 603a
selects the master which will be granted the access right
(S206). After S206, the right grant selection controller
603a distributes the access right grant signal 700 to the
master which will be granted the access right (S207).
[0040] After S207, the right grant number controller
602 decreases the number of grantable rights (S208) and
the process goes back to S201.

[0041] While S201 is performed earlier than S203 in
Fig. 3, either one of S201 or S203 may be performed
first. Further, while S208 is performed later than S207 in
Fig. 3, S208 may be performed earlier than S207. The
right grant number controller 602 may decrease the
number of grantable rights when, for example, it outputs
the number of grantable rights to the right grant selection
controller 603a.
[0042] Next, with reference to a flowchart shown in Fig.
4, a process flow of the sub bus controller 200a regarding
the access right will be described.
[0043] First, the request issuing controller 201a deter-
mines whether it has acquired the access right (S301).
When it is determined in S301 that it has not acquired
the access right, the request issuing controller 201a does
not pass the request from the master 100 (S302) and the
process goes back to S301.
[0044] On the other hand, when it is determined in
S301 that the request issuing controller 201a has ac-
quired the access right, the request issuing controller
201a determines whether it holds the request received
from the master 100 (S303). When it is determined in
S303 that it does not hold the request, the request issuing
controller 201a returns the access right to the right grant
number controller 602 (S304). On the other hand, when
it is determined in S303 that it holds the request, the
request issuing controller 201a passes the request
(S305). That is, the request issuing controller 201a out-
puts the request to the bus 20. The process then goes
back to S301.
[0045] As described above, in the semiconductor de-
vice according to the first embodiment, the availability
status of the buffer 401 of the memory controller 400a is
monitored and the requests from all the masters 100 are
controlled using the access right by the central bus con-
troller 600a. It is therefore possible to achieve total opti-
mization control.
[0046] Further, the number of access rights to be dis-
tributed is controlled by the right grant number controller
602. It is thus possible to control the number of requests
that are stagnated in the whole bus system.
[0047] Further, the grantable maximum number con-
figuration register 601 is configured to be able to set the
maximum number of the grantable access rights. It is
therefore possible to perform control to definitely prevent
the congestion of the bus when the maximum number is
set to a number equal to the number of buffers 401 of
the memory controller 400a. Further, by setting the max-
imum number to a number larger than the number of
buffers 401 of the memory controller 400a, it is possible
to perform control in consideration of the requests that
can be present in an intermediate bus.
[0048] Further, when the request issuing controller
201a does not hold the request from the master 100 to
which the access right has been granted, the access right
is returned. It is thus possible to increase the number of
grantable rights by the number corresponding to the
number of rights that have been returned.
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Second Embodiment

[0049] Next, a semiconductor device according to a
second embodiment will be described. As shown in Fig.
5, the semiconductor device according to the second em-
bodiment includes a plurality of masters 100, a plurality
of sub bus controllers 200a, a bus arbiter 300, a memory
controller 400b, a memory 500, a central bus controller
600b, a bus 10, a bus 20, and a bus 30. Since the con-
figurations of the plurality of masters 100, the plurality of
sub bus controllers 200a, the bus arbiter 300, the memory
500, the bus 10, the bus 20, and the bus 30 are the same
as those shown in the first embodiment, the descriptions
thereof will be omitted.
[0050] Next, with reference to Fig. 6, the central bus
controller 600b will be described. As shown in Fig. 6, the
central bus controller 600b includes a grantable maxi-
mum number configuration register 601, a right grant
number controller 602, a right grant selection controller
603b, a slot configuration register 604, a refresh request
subslot number configuration register 605, a refresh re-
quest controller 606, a mask signal generator 607, a res-
ervation-type register group 620a, and a transfer amount
monitor 640a. Since the configurations of the grantable
maximum number configuration register 601 and the right
grant number controller 602 are the same as those shown
in the first embodiment, the descriptions thereof will be
omitted. The reservation-type register group may be
called a first configuration register group.
[0051] The slot configuration register 604 stores the
number of subslots that are present in one basic slot and
the period of one subslot. The basic slot indicates the
refresh period of the memory 500. The number of sub-
slots that are present in one basic slot and the period of
one subslot stored in the slot configuration register 604
may be changed.
[0052] The refresh request subslot number configura-
tion register 605 stores the subslot number in which the
refresh request controller 606 outputs a refresh request
signal 740. The subslot number stored in the refresh re-
quest subslot number configuration register 605 can be
changed.
[0053] The refresh request controller 606 reads out the
subslot number stored in the refresh request subslot
number configuration register 605. Further, the refresh
request controller 606 outputs the refresh request signal
740 to the memory controller 400b in the subslot indicated
by the subslot number that has been read out.
[0054] The transfer amount monitor 640a is a function
unit that measures the amount of the requests to be trans-
ferred to the bus arbiter 300 from the plurality of masters
100 via the respective sub bus controllers 200a. The
transfer amount monitor 640a measures the amount of
requests transferred from the plurality of masters 100 by
a monitor signal 730 from the plurality of buses 20. The
transfer amount monitor 640a then outputs the amount
of requests transferred from the plurality of masters 100
that has been measured to the mask signal generator

607.
[0055] The reservation-type register group 620a in-
cludes a reserved band width configuration register 621,
a reservation-type priority level configuration register
622, a basic slot cycle configuration register 623, an op-
eration basic slot number configuration register 624, and
a transfer operation subslot pattern configuration register
625.
[0056] In the example shown in Fig. 6, the central bus
controller 600b includes the reservation-type register
groups 620a whose number is equal to the number of
masters 100. The relation between the plurality of mas-
ters 100 and the reservation-type register group 620a
may be any one of the following relations.
[0057] For example, dedicated reservation-type regis-
ter groups 620a may be used for the plurality of masters
100. Specifically, when there are three masters (master
A, master B, and master C), the central bus controller
600b may include three reservation-type register groups
620a: the reservation-type register group 620a dedicated
for the master A, the reservation-type register group 620a
dedicated for the master B, and the reservation-type reg-
ister group 620a dedicated for the master C. Further, the
reservation-type register groups 620a may not be dedi-
cated for the respective masters 100. The central bus
controller 600b may include a plurality of reservation-type
register groups 620a and associate the plurality of res-
ervation-type register groups 620a with the plurality of
masters 100. Further, the central bus controller 600b may
include one reservation-type register group 620a and
configuration registers in the reservation-type register
group 620a may store information regarding the plurality
of respective masters 100. Further, the configuration reg-
isters in the reservation-type register group 620a may
include the configuration registers separately provided
for the plurality of respective masters 100 and the con-
figuration registers that store information on the plurality
of masters 100 in one configuration register.
[0058] The reserved band width configuration register
621 stores the reserved band widths of the plurality of
masters 100. The reserved band width indicates, for ex-
ample, the reserved transfer amount for one subslot in
the master 100.
[0059] The reservation-type priority level configuration
register 622 stores the priority levels of the plurality of
masters 100.
[0060] The basic slot cycle configuration register 623
stores, for each of the plurality of masters 100, the cycle
of the basic slot in which the access right is distributed.
When 1 is stored in the basic slot cycle configuration
register 623, for example, the distribution of the access
right becomes effective in each basic slot and when 2 is
stored in the basic slot cycle configuration register 623,
the distribution of the access right becomes effective
once in two basic slots.
[0061] The operation basic slot number configuration
register 624 stores, for each of the plurality of masters
100, the basic slot number in which the access right is
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distributed. When 1 is stored in the operation basic slot
number configuration register 624, for example, the dis-
tribution of the access right in the first basic slot is vali-
dated and when 2 is stored therein, the distribution of the
access right in the second basic slot is validated.
[0062] The transfer operation subslot pattern configu-
ration register 625 stores, for each of the plurality of mas-
ters 100, the subslot pattern in which the access right is
distributed. Specifically, the transfer operation subslot
pattern configuration register 625 stores information re-
garding whether the distribution of the access right in
each subslot that forms the basic slot is possible as the
subslot pattern in which the access right is distributed.
The transfer operation subslot pattern configuration reg-
ister 625 stores, for example, O in the subslot in which
the access right can be distributed and stores 3 in the
subslot in which the access right cannot be distributed.
[0063] The mask signal generator 607 receives the
amount of requests transferred from the plurality of mas-
ters 100 from the transfer amount monitor 640a. Further,
the mask signal generator 607 reads out the number of
subslots that are present in one basic slot and the period
of one subslot from the slot configuration register 604.
Further, the mask signal generator 607 reads out the
reserved band widths of the plurality of masters 100 from
the reserved band width configuration register 621. Then
the mask signal generator 607 generates a mask signal
of the access right grant signal 700 using the number of
subslots that are present in one basic slot and the period
of one subslot, the amount of requests transferred from
the plurality of masters 100, and the reserved band widths
of the plurality of masters 100. Further, the mask signal
generator 607 outputs the mask signal that has been
generated to the right grant selection controller 603b.
[0064] The method of generating the mask signal of
the access right grant signal 700 will be described. The
mask signal generator 607 sets, using the number of sub-
slots that are present in one basic slot and the period of
one subslot read out from the slot configuration register
604, the number of subslots that are present in one basic
slot and the period of one subslot in the mask signal gen-
erator 607. Further, when the amount of the requests
transferred from one master 100 has reached the re-
served transfer amount of this master 100, the mask sig-
nal generator 607 generates, for this master 100, the
mask signal regarding the remaining period of the sub-
slot.
[0065] The right grant selection controller 603b reads
out the reserved band widths of the plurality of masters
100 from the reserved band width configuration register
621. Further, the right grant selection controller 603b
reads out the priority levels of the plurality of masters 100
from the reservation-type priority level configuration reg-
ister 622. Further, the right grant selection controller 603b
reads out, for each of the plurality of masters 100, the
basic slot cycle in which the access right is distributed
from the basic slot cycle configuration register 623. Fur-
ther, the right grant selection controller 603b reads out,

for each of the plurality of masters 100, the basic slot
number in which the access right is distributed from the
operation basic slot number configuration register 624.
Further, the right grant selection controller 603b reads
out, for each of the plurality of masters 100, the subslot
pattern in which the access right is distributed from the
transfer operation subslot pattern configuration register
625. Further, the right grant selection controller 603b re-
ceives the mask signal from the mask signal generator
607. Further, the right grant selection controller 603b re-
ceives the number of grantable rights from the right grant
number controller 602.
[0066] The right grant selection controller 603b then
selects the master which will be granted the access right
using the reserved band widths of the plurality of masters
100, the priority levels of the plurality of masters 100, the
basic slot cycles of the plurality of masters 100, the basic
slot numbers of the plurality of masters 100, the subslot
patterns of the plurality of masters 100, the mask signal,
and the number of grantable rights. The method of se-
lecting the master which will be granted the access right
by the right grant selection controller 603b will be de-
scribed later in detail with reference to Figs. 8 and 9.
[0067] Further, the right grant selection controller 603b
distributes the access right grant signal 700 to the master
100 that has been selected as a master which will be
granted the access right. Specifically, the right grant se-
lection controller 603b outputs the access right grant sig-
nal 700 to the sub bus controller 200a of the master that
has been selected. The selection of the master which will
be granted the access right and the output of the access
right grant signal 700 in the right grant selection controller
603b are performed at every cycle. Further, the right grant
selection controller 603b outputs the priority level signal
705 indicating the priority level of the master 100 to the
sub bus controller 200a of the master 100. The output of
the priority level signal 705 in the right grant selection
controller 603b is performed when the priority level is
stored in the reservation-type priority level configuration
register 622. Accordingly, the priority level stored in the
reservation-type priority level configuration register 622
is reflected also in the sub bus controller 200a.
[0068] Next, with reference to Fig. 7, the memory con-
troller 400b will be described. As shown in Fig. 7, the
memory controller 400b includes a buffer 401 and a re-
fresh controller 402. Since the configuration of the buffer
401 is the same as that in the first embodiment, the de-
scriptions thereof will be omitted.
[0069] The refresh controller 402 receives the refresh
request signal 740 from the refresh request controller
606. Upon receiving the refresh request signal 740, the
refresh controller 402 outputs a refresh command to the
memory 500 to refresh the memory 500.
[0070] Next, with reference to Figs. 8 and 9, a method
of selecting the master which will be granted the access
right by the right grant selection controller 603b will be
described. In Figs. 8 and 9, four masters: a master A, a
master B, a master C, and a master D, are used as the
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plurality of masters 100.
[0071] With reference first to Fig. 8, an example of the
configuration information of the reservation-type register
group in the second embodiment will be described.
[0072] The reserved band width configuration register
621 stores 10 GB/s (gigabytes per second), 5 GB/s, 8
GB/s, and 3 GB/s as the reserved band widths of the
master A, the master B, the master C, and the master D,
respectively.
[0073] The basic slot cycle configuration register 623
stores 1, 1, 4, and 2 as the basic slot cycles of the master
A, the master B, the master C, and the master D, respec-
tively.
[0074] The operation basic slot number configuration
register 624 stores 1, 1, 4, and 1 as the operation basic
slot numbers of the master A, the master B, the master
C, and the master D, respectively.
[0075] The transfer operation subslot pattern configu-
ration register 625 stores s, s, s, s as the transfer op-
eration subslot patterns in the subslot 0 (ss0), the subslot
1, the subslot 2, and the subslot 3 of the master A. Further,
the transfer operation subslot pattern configuration reg-
ister 625 stores s, 3, s, 3 as the transfer operation
subslot patterns in the subslot 0, the subslot 1, the subslot
2, and the subslot 3 of the master B. Further, the transfer
operation subslot pattern configuration register 625
stores s, s, s, s as the transfer operation subslot pat-
terns in the subslot 0, the subslot 1, the subslot 2, and
the subslot 3 of the master C. Further, the transfer oper-
ation subslot pattern configuration register 625 stores 3,
s, s, s as the transfer operation subslot patterns in the
subslot 0, the subslot 1, the subslot 2, and the subslot 3
of the master D.
[0076] With reference next to Fig. 9, the selection of
the master which will be granted the right in the config-
uration shown in Fig. 8 will be described. In the example
shown in Fig. 9, the present invention will be described
below with the assertion that there are a sufficient number
of grantable rights. When the number of grantable rights
is insufficient, the selection of the master which will be
granted the right is performed using the table shown in
Fig. 9 and the priority levels of the plurality of masters 100.
[0077] The right grant selection controller 603b distrib-
utes the access right to the master A in each subslot of
each basic slot. Further, the right grant selection control-
ler 603b distributes the access right to the master B in
the subslots 0 and 2 of each basic slot. Further, the right
grant selection controller 603b distributes the access
right to the master C in each subslot of the fourth basic
slot in four basic slot cycles. Further, the right grant se-
lection controller 603b distributes the access right to the
master D in the subslots 1 to 3 of the first basic slot in
two basic slot cycles.
[0078] That is, the right grant selection controller 603b
selects the master A and the master B as the masters
which will be granted the right in the subslot 0 of the first
basic slot and selects the master A and the master D as
the masters which will be granted the right in the subslot

1 of the first basic slot. In the other slots as well, the right
grant selection controller 603b selects the master 100 in
which the band width is configured as the master which
will be granted the right.
[0079] Further, when the right grant selection controller
603b receives the mask signal for one of the masters
100, the right grant selection controller 603b eliminates
this master 100 from the target to which the access right
is to be distributed in the remaining period of the subslot.
[0080] With reference next to Figs. 10 and 11, a band
width control in consideration of the refresh of the mem-
ory will be described.
[0081] First, with reference to Fig. 10, an example of
the configuration information of the reservation-type reg-
ister group and the refresh request subslot number con-
figuration register according to the second embodiment
will be described. In the example shown in Fig. 10, for
the sake of simplicity of the description, the basic slot
cycle and the operation basic slot number are set to 0.
[0082] The reserved band width configuration register
621 stores 10 GB/s, 5 GB/s, 8 GB/s, and 3 GB/s as the
reserved band widths of the master A, the master B, the
master C, and the master D, respectively.
[0083] The transfer operation subslot pattern configu-
ration register 625 stores s, s, s, s as the transfer op-
eration subslot patterns in the subslot 0, the subslot 1,
the subslot 2, and the subslot 3 of the master A. Further,
the transfer operation subslot pattern configuration reg-
ister 625 stores O, 3, O, 3 as the transfer operation
subslot patterns in the subslot 0, the subslot 1, the subslot
2, and the subslot 3 of the master B. Further, the transfer
operation subslot pattern configuration register 625
stores 3, s, s, s as the transfer operation subslot pat-
terns in the subslot 0, the subslot 1, the subslot 2, and
the subslot 3 of the master C. Further, the transfer oper-
ation subslot pattern configuration register 625 stores 3,
s, 3, s as the transfer operation subslot patterns in the
subslot 0, the subslot 1, the subslot 2, and the subslot 3
of the master D.
[0084] The refresh request subslot number configura-
tion register 605 stores 0 as the subslot number in which
the refresh request controller 606 outputs the refresh re-
quest signal 740.
[0085] With reference next to Fig. 11, the selection of
the master which will be granted the right in the config-
uration shown in Fig. 10 will be described.
[0086] The right grant selection controller 603b distrib-
utes the access right to the master A in each subslot.
Further, the right grant selection controller 603b distrib-
utes the access right to the master B in the subslot 0 and
the subslot 2. Further, the right grant selection controller
603b distributes the access right to the master C in the
subslots 1 to 3. Further, the right grant selection controller
603b distributes the access right to the master D in the
subslot 1 and the subslot 3.
[0087] That is, the right grant selection controller 603b
selects the master A and the master B as the masters
which will be granted the right in the subslot 0. Further,

13 14 



EP 3 358 468 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the right grant selection controller 603b selects the mas-
ter A, the master C, and the master D as the masters
which will be granted the right in the subslot 1. Further,
the right grant selection controller 603b selects the mas-
ter A, the master B, and the master C as the masters
which will be granted the right in the subslot 2. Further,
the right grant selection controller 603b selects the mas-
ter A, the master C, and the master D as the masters
which will be granted the right in the subslot 3.
[0088] Therefore, the configuration band width of the
subslot 0 is 15 GB/s, the configuration band width of the
subslot 1 is 21 GB/s, the configuration band width of the
subslot 2 is 23 GB/s, and the configuration band width
of the subslot 3 is 21 GB/s. Therefore, the configuration
band width of the subslot in which the refresh operation
is performed becomes smaller than the configuration
band width of the other subslots.
[0089] As described above, in the semiconductor de-
vice according to the second embodiment, the configu-
ration band width in each subslot is limited by the transfer
amount monitor 640a and the reserved band width con-
figuration register 621. It is therefore possible to limit the
number of requests from the respective masters 100 so
that the masters 100 do not transfer requests larger than
necessary. Further, since the configured band width is
configured to be acquired in the subslot, a certain level
of latency can be guaranteed.
[0090] Further, the mask signal generator 607 gener-
ates, for the master 100 that has transferred the requests
whose number corresponding to the reserved transfer
amount, a mask signal for the remaining period of the
subslot. It is therefore possible to limit the number of re-
quests from the master 100 to be transferred so that this
number does not exceed the reserved transfer amount.
[0091] Further, the slot configuration register 604, the
basic slot cycle configuration register 623, the operation
basic slot number configuration register 624, and the
transfer operation subslot pattern configuration register
625 configure the subslots and the basic slots in which
the access right is granted to the plurality of masters 100.
It is therefore possible to program the order in which the
masters transfer the requests and the combinations of
the masters that send the requests at the same time, so
that the band width control in accordance with the system
can be performed.
[0092] Further, the timing when the refresh is issued
can be controlled by the refresh request controller 606,
the refresh request subslot number configuration register
605, and the refresh controller 402. It is therefore possible
to reduce the whole request band width for the subslot
in which the memory access cannot be performed due
to the performance of the refresh and to perform the band
width control in consideration of the refresh.
[0093] Further, a configuration in which the plurality of
reservation-type register groups 620a and the plurality
of masters 100 are associated with each other may be
employed. Accordingly, even when the number of reser-
vation-type register groups 620a is not made equal to

the number of masters 100, a similar control can be per-
formed.

Modified Example of Second Embodiment

[0094] Next, a modified example of the second embod-
iment will be described. In the modified example of the
second embodiment, a central bus controller 600c is
used in place of the central bus controller 600b of the
second embodiment. Since the configurations other than
the configuration of the central bus controller are similar
to those shown in the second embodiment, the descrip-
tions thereof will be omitted.
[0095] With reference next to Fig. 12, the central bus
controller 600c will be described. As shown in Fig. 12,
the central bus controller 600c includes a grantable max-
imum number configuration register 601, a right grant
number controller 602, a right grant selection controller
603c, a slot configuration register 604, a refresh request
subslot number configuration register 605, a refresh re-
quest controller 606, a mask signal generator 607, a res-
ervation-type register group 620b, and a transfer amount
monitor 640a. Since the configurations of the grantable
maximum number configuration register 601, the right
grant number controller 602, the slot configuration reg-
ister 604, the refresh request subslot number configura-
tion register 605, the refresh request controller 606, the
mask signal generator 607, and the transfer amount mon-
itor 640a are the same as those shown in the second
embodiment, the descriptions thereof will be omitted.
[0096] The reservation-type register group 620b in-
cludes a reservation-type priority level configuration reg-
ister 622, a basic slot cycle configuration register 623,
an operation basic slot number configuration register
624, and a reserved band width table configuration reg-
ister 626. Since the configurations of the reservation-type
priority level configuration register 622, the basic slot cy-
cle configuration register 623, and the operation basic
slot number configuration register 624 are the same as
those shown in the second embodiment, the descriptions
thereof will be omitted. Further, since a relation between
the plurality of masters 100 and the reservation-type reg-
ister group 620b is the same as the relation between the
plurality of masters 100 and the reservation-type register
group 620a, the descriptions thereof will be omitted.
[0097] The reserved band width table configuration
register 626 stores, for the plurality of masters 100, the
reserved band width for each subslot in the basic slot.
[0098] The right grant selection controller 603c reads
out the priority levels of the plurality of masters 100 from
the reservation-type priority level configuration register
622. Further, the right grant selection controller 603c
reads out, for each of the plurality of masters 100, the
basic slot cycle in which the access right is distributed
from the basic slot cycle configuration register 623. Fur-
ther, the right grant selection controller 603c reads out,
for each of the plurality of masters 100, the basic slot
number in which the access right is distributed from the
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operation basic slot number configuration register 624.
Further, the right grant selection controller 603c reads
out the reserved band width for each subslot in the plu-
rality of masters 100 from the reserved band width table
configuration register 626. Further, the right grant selec-
tion controller 603c receives the mask signal from the
mask signal generator 607. Further, the right grant se-
lection controller 603c receives the number of grantable
rights from the right grant number controller 602.
[0099] The right grant selection controller 603c selects
the master which will be granted the access right using
the priority levels of the plurality of masters 100, the basic
slot cycles of the plurality of masters 100, the basic slot
numbers of the plurality of masters 100, the reserved
band widths of the plurality of masters 100 for each sub-
slot, the mask signal, and the number of grantable rights.
[0100] Further, the right grant selection controller 603c
distributes the access right grant signal 700 to the master
100 that has been selected as a master which will be
granted the access right. Specifically, the right grant se-
lection controller 603c outputs the access right grant sig-
nal 700 to the sub bus controller 200a of the master 100
that has been selected. Further, the right grant selection
controller 603c outputs, besides the access right grant
signal 700, the priority level of the master 100 that has
been selected to the sub bus controller 200a of the master
100 that has been selected. The selection of the master
which will be granted the access right and the output of
the access right grant signal 700 in the right grant selec-
tion controller 603c are performed at every cycle. Further,
the right grant selection controller 603c outputs the pri-
ority level signal 705 indicating the priority level of the
master 100 to the sub bus controller 200a of this master
100. The output of the priority level signal 705 in the right
grant selection controller 603c is performed when the
priority level is stored in the reservation-type priority level
configuration register 622. Accordingly, the priority level
stored in the reservation-type priority level configuration
register 622 is reflected also in the sub bus controller
200a.
[0101] With reference next to Figs. 13 and 14, the
method of selecting the master which will be granted the
access right by the right grant selection controller 603c
will be described. In Figs. 13 and 14, four masters (master
A, master B, master C, and master D) are used as the
plurality of masters 100.
[0102] With reference first to Fig. 13, an example of
the configuration information of the reservation-type reg-
ister group according to the modified example of the sec-
ond embodiment will be described.
[0103] The reserved band width table configuration
register 626 stores 10 GB/s, 0 GB/s, 10 GB/s, and 10
GB/s as the reserved band widths of the subslots 0 to 3
in the master A, respectively. Further, the reserved band
width table configuration register 626 stores 13 GB/s, 10
GB/s, 5 GB/s, and 5 GB/s as the reserved band widths
of the subslots 0 to 3 in the master B, respectively. Fur-
ther, the reserved band width table configuration register

626 stores 8 GB/s, 8 GB/s, 8 GB/s, and 8 GB/s as the
reserved band widths of the subslots 0 to 3 in the master
C, respectively. Further, the reserved band width table
configuration register 626 stores 0 GB/s, 8 GB/s, 3 GB/s,
and 3 GB/s as the reserved band widths of the subslots
0 to 3 in the master D, respectively.
[0104] That is, the right grant selection controller 603c
configures, for the master B and the master D, different
reserved band widths for each subslot in which the ac-
cess right is distributed.
[0105] The basic slot cycle configuration register 623
stores 1, 1, 4, and 2 as the basic slot cycles of the master
A, the master B, the master C, and the master D, respec-
tively.
[0106] The operation basic slot number configuration
register 624 stores 1, 1, 4, and 1 as the operation basic
slot numbers of the master A, the master B, the master
C, and the master D, respectively.
[0107] With reference next to Fig. 14, the selection of
the master which will be granted the right in the config-
uration in Fig. 13 will be described. In the example shown
in Fig. 14, the present invention will be described below
with the assertion that there are a sufficient number of
grantable rights. When the number of grantable rights is
insufficient, the selection of the master which will be
granted the right is performed using the table shown in
Fig. 14 and the priority levels of the plurality of masters
100.
[0108] The right grant selection controller 603c distrib-
utes the access right to the master A in the subslot 0, the
subslot 2, and the subslot 3 of each basic slot. Further,
the right grant selection controller 603c distributes the
access right to the master B in each subslot of each basic
slot. Further, the right grant selection controller 603c dis-
tributes the access right to the master C in each subslot
of the fourth basic slot in four basic slot cycles. Further,
the right grant selection controller 603c distributes the
access right to the master D in the subslots 1 to 3 of the
first basic slot in two basic slot cycles.
[0109] That is, the right grant selection controller 603c
selects the master A and the master B as the masters
which will be granted the right in the subslot 0 of the first
basic slot and selects the master B and the master D as
the masters which will be granted the right in the subslot
1 of the first basic slot. In the other slots as well, the right
grant selection controller 603c selects the master 100 in
which the band width is configured as the master which
will be granted the right.
[0110] Further, when the right grant selection controller
603c receives the mask signal for one of the masters
100, the right grant selection controller 603c eliminates
this master 100 from the target to which the access right
is to be distributed in the remaining period of the subslot.
[0111] As described above, in the semiconductor de-
vice according to the modified example of the second
embodiment, the reserved band width table configuration
register 626 stores, for the plurality of masters 100, the
reserved band width for each subslot. It is therefore pos-
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sible to configure the band width in accordance with the
system in a more flexible way compared to the second
embodiment.

Third Embodiment

[0112] Next, a third embodiment will be described. In
the third embodiment, a central bus controller 600d is
used in place of the central bus controller 600b of the
second embodiment. Since the configurations other than
the configuration of the central bus controller are the
same as those in the second embodiment, the descrip-
tions thereof will be omitted.
[0113] With reference next to Fig. 15, the central bus
controller 600d will be described. As shown in Fig. 15,
the central bus controller 600d includes a grantable max-
imum number configuration register 601, a right grant
number controller 602, a right grant selection controller
603d, a slot configuration register 604, a refresh request
subslot number configuration register 605, a refresh re-
quest controller 606, a distribution priority calculation cir-
cuit 608, a best effort (BE)-type register group 630, and
a transfer amount monitor 640a. Since the configurations
of the grantable maximum number configuration register
601, the right grant number controller 602, the slot con-
figuration register 604, the refresh request subslot
number configuration register 605, and the refresh re-
quest controller 606 are the same as those in the second
embodiment, the descriptions thereof will be omitted. The
best effort type register group may be called a second
configuration register group.
[0114] Since the basic functions of the transfer amount
monitor 640a in the third embodiment are the same as
those of the transfer amount monitor 640a in the second
embodiment, the descriptions thereof will be omitted. The
transfer amount monitor 640a in the third embodiment
outputs, however, the amount of requests transferred
from the plurality of masters 100 that has been measured
to the distribution priority calculation circuit 608.
[0115] The best effort type register group 630 includes
a target transfer amount configuration register 631, an
update transfer amount register 632, a distribution priority
correction period configuration register 633, a best effort
type priority level configuration register 634, a distribution
priority initialization interval configuration register 635, a
basic slot cycle configuration register 623, an operation
basic slot number configuration register 624, and a trans-
fer operation subslot pattern configuration register 625.
Since the configurations of the basic slot cycle configu-
ration register 623, the operation basic slot number con-
figuration register 624, and the transfer operation subslot
pattern configuration register 625 are the same as those
in the second embodiment, the descriptions thereof will
be omitted. Further, since a relation between the plurality
of masters 100 and the best effort type register group
630 is the same as the relation between the plurality of
masters 100 and the reservation-type register group
620a, the descriptions thereof will be omitted.

[0116] The target transfer amount configuration regis-
ter 631 stores, for the plurality of masters 100, the target
transfer amount for one subslot.
[0117] The update transfer amount register 632 stores,
for the plurality of masters 100, the accumulated transfer
amount indicating the accumulated value of the transfer
amount.
[0118] The distribution priority correction period con-
figuration register 633 stores a distribution priority cor-
rection period. The term "distribution priority" means the
priority regarding a distribution of the access right. Fur-
ther, the term "distribution priority correction period"
means a period during which the target transfer amount
of the plurality of masters 100 is corrected. Specifically,
the target transfer amount after the period indicated by
the distribution priority correction period from the current
time is set as the target transfer amount to calculate the
distribution priority. The value of the distribution priority
correction period stored in the distribution priority correc-
tion period configuration register 633 can be changed.
Further, the distribution priority correction period may be
set for each subslot or may not be set for each subslot.
Further, the distribution priority correction period may be
common among the plurality of masters or may be dif-
ferent for each of the plurality of masters.
[0119] The best effort type priority level configuration
register 634 stores, for the plurality of masters 100, the
priority level. The priority level stored in the best effort
type priority level configuration register 634 is added to
the request in the request issuing controller 201a.
[0120] The distribution priority initialization interval
configuration register 635 stores the number of subslots
indicating the intervals at which the distribution priority is
initialized. The initialization of the distribution priority
means to initialize the accumulated transfer amount
stored in the update transfer amount register 632. The
value of the interval at which the distribution priority is
initialized stored in the distribution priority initialization
interval configuration register 635 can be changed. Fur-
ther, the distribution priority initialization interval may be
common among the plurality of masters or may be dif-
ferent for each of the plurality of masters.
[0121] The distribution priority calculation circuit 608
is a circuit that calculates the distribution priority indicat-
ing the priority regarding the distribution of the access
right. The distribution priority calculation circuit 608 cal-
culates the distribution priority based on, for example,
the target transfer amount of the plurality of masters.
[0122] The distribution priority calculation circuit 608
will be described in detail. The distribution priority calcu-
lation circuit 608 receives the amount of requests trans-
ferred from the plurality of masters 100 from the transfer
amount monitor 640a. Further, the distribution priority
calculation circuit 608 reads out the target transfer
amount for one subslot for the plurality of masters 100
from the target transfer amount configuration register
631. Further, the distribution priority calculation circuit
608 reads out the accumulated transfer amount for the
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plurality of masters 100 from the update transfer amount
register 632. Further, the distribution priority calculation
circuit 608 reads out the distribution priority correction
period from the distribution priority correction period con-
figuration register 633. Further, the distribution priority
calculation circuit 608 reads out the distribution priority
initialization interval from the distribution priority initiali-
zation interval configuration register 635. The distribution
priority calculation circuit 608 then calculates the distri-
bution priority using the amount of requests transferred
from the plurality of masters 100, the target transfer
amount for one subslot for the plurality of masters 100,
the accumulated transfer amount for the plurality of mas-
ters 100, the distribution priority correction period, and
the distribution priority initialization interval. The method
of calculating the distribution priority will be described
later in detail with reference to Figs. 16A and 16B. Fur-
ther, the distribution priority calculation circuit 608 out-
puts the distribution priority that has been calculated to
the right grant selection controller 603d.
[0123] Further, the distribution priority calculation cir-
cuit 608 updates the accumulated transfer amount stored
in the update transfer amount register 632 every time the
subslot passes. Specifically, the distribution priority cal-
culation circuit 608 calculates the accumulated transfer
amount of up to the current subslot using the accumulat-
ed transfer amount of up to the previous subslot read out
from the update transfer amount register 632 and the
transfer amount of the current subslot received from the
transfer amount monitor 640a. The distribution priority
calculation circuit 608 then stores the accumulated trans-
fer amount of up to the current subslot that has been
calculated in the update transfer amount register 632.
[0124] The right grant selection controller 603d reads
out the number of subslots that are present in one basic
slot and the period of one subslot from the slot configu-
ration register 604. Further, the right grant selection con-
troller 603d receives the distribution priority from the dis-
tribution priority calculation circuit 608. Further, the right
grant selection controller 603d reads out, for each of the
plurality of masters 100, the basic slot cycle in which the
access right is distributed from the basic slot cycle con-
figuration register 623. Further, the right grant selection
controller 603d reads out, for each of the plurality of mas-
ters 100, the basic slot number in which the access right
is distributed from the operation basic slot number con-
figuration register 624. Further, the right grant selection
controller 603d reads out, for each of the plurality of mas-
ters 100, the subslot pattern in which the access right is
distributed from the transfer operation subslot pattern
configuration register 625. Further, the right grant selec-
tion controller 603d receives the number of grantable
rights from the right grant number controller 602. Further,
the right grant selection controller 603d reads out the
priority levels of the plurality of masters 100 from the best
effort type priority level configuration register 634.
[0125] The right grant selection controller 603d then
selects the master which will be granted the access right

using the number of subslots that are present in one basic
slot, the period of one subslot, the distribution priority,
the basic slot cycles of the plurality of masters 100, the
basic slot numbers of the plurality of masters 100, the
subslot patterns of the plurality of masters 100, and the
number of grantable rights.
[0126] Further, the right grant selection controller 603d
distributes the access right grant signal 700 to the master
100 that has been selected as a master that will be grant-
ed the access right. Specifically, the right grant selection
controller 603d outputs the access right grant signal 700
to the sub bus controller 200a of the master 100 that has
been selected. Further, the right grant selection controller
603d outputs, besides the access right grant signal 700,
the priority level of the master 100 that has been selected
to the sub bus controller 200a of the master 100 that has
been selected. The selection of the master that will be
granted the access right and the output of the access
right grant signal 700 in the right grant selection controller
603d are performed at every cycle. Further, the right grant
selection controller 603d outputs the priority level signal
705 indicating the priority level of the master 100 to the
sub bus controller 200a of the master 100. The output of
the priority level signal 705 in the right grant selection
controller 603d is performed when the priority level is
stored in the best effort type priority level configuration
register 634. Accordingly, the priority level stored in the
best effort type priority level configuration register 634 is
reflected also in the sub bus controller 200a.
[0127] With reference next to Figs. 16A and 16B, the
method of calculating the distribution priority by the dis-
tribution priority calculation circuit 608 will be described.
[0128] First, with reference to Fig. 16A, the method of
calculating the distribution priority for the master that is-
sues requests at regular intervals according to the third
embodiment will be described. The master in Fig. 16A is
assumed to be the master A. Further, the distribution
priority correction period in Fig. 16A is assumed to be
one subslot. Further, the dotted line shown in Fig. 16A
is a line that is drawn based on the target transfer amount
of the master A for one subslot. The length of the dotted
line in the vertical axis direction indicates the target trans-
fer amount in the execution time. Further, it is assumed
that the inclinations of the arrows (1) to (4) shown in Fig.
16A each indicate the distribution priority and the distri-
bution priority becomes higher as the inclination be-
comes larger. Further, the inclinations of the straight lines
(5) to (8) shown in Fig. 16A each indicate the band width
acquired by the master A.
[0129] The distribution priority calculation circuit 608
adds the transfer amount of the current subslot of the
master A received from the transfer amount monitor 640a
to the accumulated transfer amount of up to the previous
subslot of the master A read out from the update transfer
amount register 632 to thereby calculate the accumulat-
ed transfer amount of up to the current subslot.
[0130] Further, the distribution priority calculation cir-
cuit 608 calculates the target transfer amount after the
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distribution priority correction period using the target
transfer amount of the master A for one subslot read out
from the target transfer amount configuration register 631
and the distribution priority correction period read out
from the distribution priority correction period configura-
tion register 633. That is, the distribution priority calcula-
tion circuit 608 calculates the target transfer amount after
one subslot, which is the distribution priority correction
period.
[0131] The distribution priority calculation circuit 608
then calculates the distribution priority using the accu-
mulated transfer amount of up to the current subslot and
the target transfer amount after one subslot.
[0132] Next, as a specific example, the method of cal-
culating the distribution priority indicated by the inclina-
tion of the arrow (1) shown in Fig. 16A will be described.
[0133] The inclination of the arrow (1) is calculated
when the execution time is 0. The time when the execu-
tion time is 0 corresponds to the timing when the subslot
just after the accumulated transfer amount of the master
A stored in the update transfer amount register 632 is
initialized is started. The initialization of the accumulated
transfer amount of the master A stored in the update
transfer amount register 632 is performed using the dis-
tribution priority initialization interval read out by the dis-
tribution priority calculation circuit 608 from the distribu-
tion priority initialization interval configuration register
635. That is, the initialization of the accumulated transfer
amount of the master A is performed at intervals of the
number of subslots indicated by the distribution priority
initialization interval.
[0134] When the execution time is 0, the accumulated
transfer amount of the master A of up to the current sub-
slot is 0. Accordingly, the line obtained by connecting the
point at which the execution time becomes 0 and the
transfer amount becomes 0 and the point indicated by
the target transfer amount after one subslot (when the
execution time is one subslot), which is the distribution
priority correction period, is the arrow (1).
[0135] Next, as a specific example, the method of cal-
culating the distribution priority indicated by the inclina-
tion of the arrow (2) shown in Fig. 16A will be described.
[0136] The inclination of the arrow (2) is calculated
when the execution time becomes one subslot. The in-
clination of the straight line (5) indicates the band width
acquired by the master A when the execution time is zero
to one subslot.
[0137] When the execution time is one subslot, the ac-
cumulated transfer amount of the master A of up to the
previous subslot is 0. Further, the transfer amount of the
current subslot of the master A received from the transfer
amount monitor 640a corresponds to the length of the
line (5) in the vertical axis direction when the execution
time is one subslot. Therefore, the length of the line (5)
in the vertical axis direction when the execution time is
one subslot indicates the accumulated transfer amount
of the master A of up to the current subslot. The line that
connects the point indicating the accumulated transfer

amount of the master A of up to the current subslot and
the point indicating the target transfer amount after one
subslot (when the execution time is two subslots) be-
comes the arrow (2).
[0138] Next, as a specific example, the method of cal-
culating the distribution priority indicated by the inclina-
tion of the arrow (3) shown in Fig. 16A will be described.
[0139] The inclination of the arrow (3) is calculated
when the execution time is two subslots. The inclination
of the straight line (6) indicates the band width acquired
by the master A when the execution time is one to two
subslots.
[0140] The accumulated transfer amount of the master
A of up to the current subslot when the execution time is
two subslots corresponds to the length of the line (6) in
the vertical axis direction when the execution time is two
subslots. The line obtained by connecting the point indi-
cating the accumulated transfer amount of the master A
of up to the current subslot and the point indicated by the
target transfer amount after one subslot (when the exe-
cution time is three subslots) is the arrow (3). Since the
method of calculating the distribution priority indicated
by the inclination of the arrow (4) shown in Fig. 16A is
similar to the method stated above, the description there-
of will be omitted.
[0141] Next, with reference to Fig. 16B, the method of
calculating the distribution priority for the master that
does not issue requests in a first half and issues requests
only in a second half according to the third embodiment
will be described. The master in Fig. 16B is assumed to
be the master B. Further, the distribution priority correc-
tion period in Fig. 16B is assumed to be 1.7 subslots.
Further, the dotted line shown in Fig. 16B is a line that is
drawn based on the target transfer amount of the master
B for one subslot. The length of the dotted line in the
vertical axis direction indicates the target transfer amount
in the execution time. Further, the inclinations of the ar-
rows (9) to (12) shown in Fig. 16B each indicate the dis-
tribution priority. Further, the inclination of the straight
line (13) shown in Fig. 16B indicates the band width ac-
quired by the master B.
[0142] Next, as a specific example, the method of cal-
culating the distribution priority indicated by the inclina-
tion of the arrow (9) shown in Fig. 16B will be described.
[0143] The inclination of the arrow (9) is calculated
when the execution time is 0. When the execution time
is 0, the accumulated transfer amount of the master B of
up to the current subslot is 0. Accordingly, the line that
connects the point at which the execution time is 0 and
the transfer amount is 0 and the point indicated by the
target transfer amount after 1.7 subslots (when the exe-
cution time is 1.7 subslots), which is the distribution pri-
ority correction period, is the arrow (9).
[0144] Next, as a specific example, the method of cal-
culating the distribution priority indicated by the inclina-
tion of the arrow (10) shown in Fig. 16B will be described.
[0145] The inclination of the arrow (10) is calculated
when the execution time is one subslot. Since the master
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B has not sent a request, it does not acquire the band
width when the execution time is one subslot. Therefore,
when the execution time is one subslot, the accumulated
transfer amount of the master B of up to the current sub-
slot is 0. Therefore, the line obtained by connecting the
point at which the execution time is 0 and the transfer
amount is 0 and the point indicated by the target transfer
amount after 1.7 subslots (when the execution time is
2.7 subslots), which is the distribution priority correction
period, is the arrow (10). Since the method of calculating
the distribution priority indicated by the inclinations of the
arrows (11) and (12) shown in Fig. 16B is similar to the
method stated above, the description thereof will be omit-
ted.
[0146] Next, the band width acquired by the master B
indicated by the inclination of the straight line (13) will be
described. When the execution time is three subslots,
the distribution priority indicated by the inclination of the
arrow (12) is calculated as the distribution priority of the
master B. Further, it is assumed that the master B has
been selected as the master that will be granted the ac-
cess right using the distribution priority of the master B.
After the master B sends the request, the master B ac-
quires the band width indicated by the inclination of the
straight line (13).
[0147] As described above, in the semiconductor de-
vice according to the third embodiment, the distribution
priority is calculated by the distribution priority calculation
circuit 608 based on the target transfer amount of the
master. It is therefore possible to correct the acquired
transfer amount in a long period of time.
[0148] Further, the distribution priority correction peri-
od configuration register 633 stores the distribution pri-
ority correction period. Further, the value of the distribu-
tion priority correction period stored in the distribution
priority correction period configuration register 633 can
be changed. It is therefore possible to calculate the op-
timal distribution priority in accordance with the system.
[0149] Further, the distribution priority initialization in-
terval configuration register 635 stores the number of
subslots indicating the intervals at which the distribution
priority is initialized. Further, by initializing the distribution
priority, the accumulated transfer amount stored in the
update transfer amount register 632 is initialized. It is
therefore possible to mitigate the accumulation of the er-
ror in a long period of time. Further, it is possible to set
the reset interval in accordance with the operation of the
master.
[0150] Further, a configuration in which the plurality of
best effort type register groups 630 and the plurality of
masters 100 are associated with each other may be em-
ployed. It is therefore possible to perform a similar control
even when the number of best effort type register groups
630 is not made equal to the number of masters 100.

Fourth Embodiment

[0151] Next, a fourth embodiment will be described. In

the fourth embodiment, the control of the access right
using the reservation-type register group 620a in the sec-
ond embodiment and the control of the access right using
the best effort type register group 630 in the third em-
bodiment are performed in a complexed manner. As
shown in Fig. 17, the semiconductor device according to
the fourth embodiment includes sub bus controllers 200b
and a central bus controller 600e. Since the configura-
tions other than the configurations of the sub bus con-
trollers 200b and the central bus controller 600e are the
same as those in the second and third embodiments, the
descriptions thereof will be omitted.
[0152] The central bus controller 600e includes a
grantable maximum number configuration register 601,
a right grant number controller 602, a right grant selection
controller 603e, a slot configuration register 604, a re-
fresh request subslot number configuration register 605,
a refresh request controller 606, a mask signal generator
607, a distribution priority calculation circuit 608, a res-
ervation-type register group 620a, a best effort type reg-
ister group 630, and a transfer amount monitor 640b.
Since the configurations other than the configurations of
the right grant selection controller 603e and the transfer
amount monitor 640b are the same as those of the sec-
ond or third embodiment, the descriptions thereof will be
omitted.
[0153] First, the right grant selection controller 603e
will be described. The right grant selection controller
603e is a function unit including both the function for se-
lecting the master that will be granted the access right in
the right grant selection controller 603b in the second
embodiment and the function for selecting the master
that will be granted the access right in the right grant
selection controller 603d in the third embodiment. The
processing for selecting the master that will be granted
the access right in the right grant selection controller 603b
is called selection processing that uses the reservation-
type register group 620a. Further, the processing for se-
lecting the master which will be granted the right in the
right grant selection controller 603d is called selection
processing that uses the best effort type register group
630. The right grant selection controller 603e independ-
ently performs the selection processing using the reser-
vation-type register group 620a and the selection
processing using the best effort type register group 630.
[0154] When the two selection processings contend
with each other, the priority is given to one of the selection
processings. The situation in which the two selection
processings contend with each other means a situation
in which one master is selected as the master which will
be granted the right in both of the selection processings.
If the priority is given to the selection processing using
the best effort type register group 630, for example, when
the two selection processings contend with each other,
this master is selected as the master which will be granted
the access right by the selection processing using the
best effort type register group 630.
[0155] The right grant selection controller 603e distrib-
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utes the access right grant signal 700 to the master 100
that has been selected. Specifically, the right grant se-
lection controller 603e outputs the access right grant sig-
nal 700 to the sub bus controller 200b of the master 100
that has been selected. Further, the right grant selection
controller 603e outputs, besides the access right grant
signal 700, the priority level of the master 100 that has
been selected and an access right attribute signal 750
to the sub bus controller 200b of the master 100.
[0156] Next, the access right attribute signal 750 will
be described. The access right attribute signal 750 is
identification information indicating whether the access
right that has been granted is the access right granted
by the selection processing using the reservation-type
register group 620a or the access right granted by the
selection processing using the best effort type register
group 630. The access right granted by the selection
processing using the reservation-type register group
620a is called an access right granted using the reser-
vation-type register group 620a. Further, the access right
granted by the selection processing using the best effort
type register group 630 is called an access right granted
using the best effort type register group 630.
[0157] Next, the sub bus controller 200b will be de-
scribed. The sub bus controller 200b includes a request
issuing controller 201b. Since the control in the request
issuing controller 201b is the same as the control in the
request issuing controller 201a except for the control re-
garding the access right attribute signal 750, the over-
lapping descriptions will be omitted.
[0158] The request issuing controller 201b receives
the access right attribute signal 750 from the right grant
selection controller 603e. Further, when the request is-
suing controller 201b outputs a request received from
the bus 10 to the bus 20, the request issuing controller
201b adds the access right attribute signal 750 to the
request and outputs the resulting signal.
[0159] Next, the transfer amount monitor 640b will be
described. The transfer amount monitor 640b includes a
reservation-type transfer amount monitor 641 and a best
effort transfer amount monitor 642.
[0160] The reservation-type transfer amount monitor
641 is a function unit that measures the amount of res-
ervation-type requests transferred to the bus arbiter 300
from the plurality of masters 100 via the respective sub
bus controllers 200b. The reservation-type request indi-
cates the request that has passed the request issuing
controller 201b by the access right that has been granted
using the reservation-type register group 620a.
[0161] The reservation-type transfer amount monitor
641 measures the amount of the reservation-type re-
quests transferred from the plurality of masters 100 by
the monitor signal 730 from the plurality of buses 20.
Whether the request is the reservation-type request is
identified by the access right attribute signal 750 added
to the monitor signal 730. The reservation-type transfer
amount monitor 641 then outputs the amount of the res-
ervation-type requests transferred from the plurality of

masters 100 that has been measured to the mask signal
generator 607.
[0162] The best effort transfer amount monitor 642 is
a function unit that measures the amount of the best effort
type requests transferred to the bus arbiter 300 from the
plurality of masters 100 via the respective sub bus con-
trollers 200b. The term "best effort type request" means
a request that has passed the request issuing controller
201b by the access right that has been granted using the
best effort type register group 630.
[0163] The best effort transfer amount monitor 642
measures the amount of the best effort type requests
transferred from the plurality of masters 100 by the mon-
itor signal 730 from the plurality of busses 20. Whether
the request is the best effort type request is identified by
the access right attribute signal 750 added to the monitor
signal 730. The best effort transfer amount monitor 642
then outputs the amount of the best effort type requests
transferred from the plurality of masters 100 that has
been measured to the distribution priority calculation cir-
cuit 608.
[0164] As described above, in the semiconductor de-
vice according to the fourth embodiment, the right grant
selection controller 603e distributes two kinds of access
rights: the access right that has been granted using the
reservation-type register group 620a and the access right
that has been granted using the best effort type register
group 630. It is therefore possible to efficiently control
the master which needs to acquire a predetermined band
width in a short period of time and the master which needs
to acquire a predetermined band width in a long period
of time.
[0165] In the aforementioned example, while the ex-
ample in which the control of the access right using the
reservation-type register group 620a in the second em-
bodiment and the control of the access right using the
best effort type register group 630 in the third embodi-
ment are performed in a complexed manner has been
described in the fourth embodiment, the present inven-
tion is not limited to this example. The control of the ac-
cess right using the reservation-type register group 620b
in the modified example of the second embodiment and
the control of the access right using the best effort type
register group 630 in the third embodiment may be per-
formed in a complexed manner.
[0166] While the present invention made by the
present inventors has been described with reference to
the embodiments, the present invention is not limited to
the above embodiments. Various changes may be made
on the embodiments within the scope of the present in-
vention.

Reference Signs List

[0167]

100 MASTER
200a, 200b SUB BUS CONTROLLER
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201a, 201b REQUEST ISSUING CONTROLLER
300 BUS ARBITER
400a, 400b MEMORY CONTROLLER
401 BUFFER
402 REFRESH CONTROLLER
500 MEMORY
600a, 600b, 600c, 600d, 600e CENTRAL BUS CON-
TROLLER
601 GRANTABLE MAXIMUM NUMBER CONFIG-
URATION REGISTER
602 RIGHT GRANT NUMBER CONTROLLER
603a, 603b, 603c, 603d, 603e RIGHT GRANT SE-
LECTION CONTROLLER
604 SLOT CONFIGURATION REGISTER
605 REFRESH REQUEST SUBSLOT NUMBER
CONFIGURATION REGISTER
606 REFRESH REQUEST CONTROLLER
607 MASK SIGNAL GENERATOR
608 DISTRIBUTION PRIORITY CALCULATION
CIRCUIT
610 QoS INFORMATION REGISTER
620a, 620b RESERVATION-TYPE REGISTER
GROUP
621 RESERVED BAND WIDTH CONFIGURATION
REGISTER
622 RESERVATION-TYPE PRIORITY LEVEL
CONFIGURATION REGISTER
623 BASIC SLOT CYCLE CONFIGURATION REG-
ISTER
624 OPERATION BASIC SLOT NUMBER CONFIG-
URATION REGISTER
625 TRANSFER OPERATION SUBSLOT PAT-
TERN CONFIGURATION REGISTER
626 RESERVED BAND WIDTH TABLE CONFIGU-
RATION REGISTER
630 BEST EFFORT TYPE REGISTER GROUP
631 TARGET TRANSFER AMOUNT CONFIGURA-
TION REGISTER
632 UPDATE TRANSFER AMOUNT REGISTER
633 DISTRIBUTION PRIORITY CORRECTION PE-
RIOD CONFIGURATION REGISTER
634 BEST EFFORT TYPE PRIORITY LEVEL CON-
FIGURATION REGISTER
635 DISTRIBUTION PRIORITY INITIALIZATION
INTERVAL CONFIGURATION REGISTER
640a, 640b TRANSFER AMOUNT MONITOR
641 RESERVATION-TYPE TRANSFER AMOUNT
MONITOR
642 BEST EFFORT TRANSFER AMOUNT MONI-
TOR

Claims

1. A semiconductor device comprising:

a plurality of masters;
a memory controller;

a bus that connects the plurality of masters and
the memory controller;
a QoS information register that stores QoS in-
formation of the plurality of masters;
a right grant number controller that calculates
the number of grantable access rights based on
space information of a buffer of the memory con-
troller;
a right grant selection controller that selects a
master that will be granted the access right
based on the QoS information of the QoS infor-
mation register and the number of grantable
rights from the right grant number controller; and
a request issuing controller that does not pass
a request from the master that has not been
granted the access right from the right grant se-
lection controller.

2. The semiconductor device according to Claim 1, fur-
ther comprising:

a grantable maximum number configuration reg-
ister that stores the maximum number of the
grantable rights,
wherein the right grant number controller calcu-
lates the number of grantable rights based on
space information of the buffer of the memory
controller, an upper limit of the number of grant-
able rights being the maximum number stored
in the grantable maximum number configuration
register.

3. The semiconductor device according to Claim 1,
wherein:

the request issuing controller returns the access
right when it does not hold a request from the
master that has been granted the access right,
and
the right grant number controller calculates the
number of grantable access rights based on
space information of the buffer of the memory
controller and the number of access rights that
have been returned.

4. A semiconductor device comprising:

a plurality of masters;
a memory controller;
a bus that connects the plurality of masters and
the memory controller;
a first configuration register group comprising a
reserved band width configuration register that
stores reserved band widths of the plurality of
masters;
a slot configuration register that stores a prede-
termined period;
a transfer amount monitor that measures a
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transfer amount of the plurality of masters;
a right grant number controller that calculates
the number of grantable access rights based on
space information of the buffer of the memory
controller;
a right grant selection controller that selects a
master that will be granted the access right
based on configuration information of the first
configuration register group, the predetermined
period of the slot configuration register, the
transfer amount measured by the transfer
amount monitor, and the number of grantable
rights from the right grant number controller; and
a request issuing controller that does not pass
the request from the master which is not granted
the access right from the right grant selection
controller.

5. The semiconductor device according to Claim 4,
wherein the first configuration register group further
comprises a reservation-type priority level configu-
ration register that stores priority levels of the plural-
ity of masters.

6. The semiconductor device according to Claim 4,
wherein the first configuration register group further
comprises an operation basic slot number configu-
ration register that stores, for each of the plurality of
masters, a number of a basic slot in which the access
right is distributed.

7. The semiconductor device according to Claim 6,
wherein the first configuration register group further
comprises a transfer operation subslot pattern con-
figuration register that stores, for each of the plurality
of masters, a subslot pattern in which the access
right is distributed.

8. The semiconductor device according to Claim 6,
wherein the first configuration register group further
comprises a basic slot cycle configuration register
that stores, for each of the plurality of masters, a
cycle of the basic slot in which the access right is
distributed.

9. The semiconductor device according to Claim 6,
wherein the first configuration register group com-
prises, in place of the reserved band width configu-
ration register, a reserved band width table configu-
ration register that stores, for each of the plurality of
masters, the reserved band width for each subslot.

10. The semiconductor device according to Claim 4, fur-
ther comprising a refresh request controller config-
ured to output a refresh request signal of a memory
to the memory controller.

11. The semiconductor device according to Claim 10,

further comprising a refresh request subslot number
configuration register that stores a subslot number
in which the refresh request controller issues a re-
fresh request.

12. The semiconductor device according to Claim 4,
comprising a plurality of first configuration register
groups, wherein the plurality of first configuration
register groups and the plurality of masters are as-
sociated with each other.

13. The semiconductor device according to Claim 4,
wherein:

the request issuing controller returns the access
right when it does not hold a request from the
master that has been granted the access right;
and
the right grant number controller calculates the
number of grantable access rights based on
space information of the buffer of the memory
controller and the number of access rights that
have been returned.

14. A semiconductor device comprising:

a plurality of masters;
a memory controller;
a bus that connects the plurality of masters and
the memory controller;
a second configuration register group compris-
ing a target transfer amount configuration reg-
ister that stores a target transfer amount of the
plurality of masters;
a slot configuration register that stores a prede-
termined period;
a distribution priority calculation circuit that cal-
culates a distribution priority, which is a priority
of a distribution of the access right, based on
the target transfer amount,
a right grant number controller that calculates
the number of grantable access rights based on
space information of a buffer of the memory con-
troller;
a right grant selection controller that selects a
master that will be granted the access right
based on the predetermined period of the slot
configuration register, the distribution priority
calculated by the distribution priority calculation
circuit, and the number of grantable rights from
the right grant number controller; and
a request issuing controller that does not pass
a request from a master that has not been grant-
ed the access right from the right grant selection
controller.

15. The semiconductor device according to Claim 14,
further comprising:
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a transfer amount monitor that measures a transfer
amount of the plurality of masters, wherein:

the second configuration register group further
comprises a distribution priority correction peri-
od configuration register that stores a period dur-
ing which the target transfer amount is correct-
ed, and
the distribution priority calculation circuit calcu-
lates a distribution priority which indicates a pri-
ority of a distribution of the access right based
on the target transfer amount, an accumulated
value of the transfer amount measured by the
transfer amount monitor, and the period during
which the target transfer amount is corrected.

16. The semiconductor device according to Claim 14,
wherein the second configuration register group fur-
ther comprises a best effort type priority level con-
figuration register that stores priority levels of the plu-
rality of masters.

17. The semiconductor device according to Claim 14,
wherein the second configuration register group fur-
ther comprises a distribution priority initialization in-
terval configuration register that stores intervals at
which the distribution priority is initialized.

18. The semiconductor device according to Claim 14,
wherein the second configuration register group fur-
ther comprises a basic slot cycle configuration reg-
ister that stores, for each of the plurality of masters,
a cycle of the basic slot in which the access right is
distributed.

19. The semiconductor device according to Claim 18,
wherein the second configuration register group fur-
ther comprises an operation basic slot number con-
figuration register that stores, for each of the plurality
of masters, the basic slot in which the access right
is distributed.

20. The semiconductor device according to Claim 14,
further comprising a refresh request controller con-
figured to output a refresh request signal of a memory
to the memory controller.

21. The semiconductor device according to Claim 20,
further comprising a refresh request subslot number
configuration register that stores a subslot number
in which the refresh request controller issues a re-
fresh request.

22. The semiconductor device according to Claim 14,
comprising a plurality of second configuration regis-
ter groups, wherein the plurality of second configu-
ration register groups and the plurality of masters
are associated with each other.

23. The semiconductor device according to Claim 14,
wherein:

the request issuing controller returns the access
right when it does not hold a request from the
master that has been granted the access right;
and
the right grant number controller calculates the
number of grantable access rights based on
space information of the buffer of the memory
controller and the number of access rights that
have been returned.

24. The semiconductor device according to Claim 14,
further comprising:

a first configuration register group comprising a
reserved band width configuration register that
stores reserved band widths of the plurality of
masters; and
a transfer amount monitor that measures a
transfer amount of the plurality of masters,
wherein:

the right grant selection controller selects
the master which will be granted the right
based on configuration information of the
first configuration register group, the prede-
termined period of the slot configuration
register, the transfer amount measured by
the transfer amount monitor, and the
number of grantable rights from the right
grant number controller, or the predeter-
mined period of the slot configuration reg-
ister, the distribution priority calculated in
the distribution priority calculation circuit,
and the number of grantable rights from the
right grant number controller,
the right grant selection controller distrib-
utes, together with the access right grant
signal, an access right attribute signal that
identifies whether the access right that has
been granted is the one that has been grant-
ed using the first configuration register
group or the one that has been granted us-
ing the second configuration register group,
and
the transfer amount monitor comprises a
function of measuring the transfer amount
of the master in accordance with the access
right attribute signal.
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