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(54) POWER TRANSMISSION DEVICE AND ANTENNA

(57) A transmission/reception unit (12) is provided, which has a transmitting antenna (14) and a receiving antenna
(15) for carrying out a wireless power transmission in cooperation with the transmitting antenna (14). Each of the trans-
mitting antenna (14) and the receiving antenna (15) includes a coil which has a shape in which a portion through which
a current flows in a direction extends along another portion through which a current flows in an opposite direction.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a power trans-
mission device and antenna for carrying out a wireless
power transmission.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Devices for wireless power transmissions via
rotatable bodies are conventionally known (for example,
refer to Patent Literature 1). In a conventional structure
disclosed by this Patent Literature 1, a transmission/re-
ception unit (a transmitting antenna and a receiving an-
tenna) is disposed with the central axis of a rotatable
body (a shaft) being approximately centered in the trans-
mission/reception unit, or is disposed around the central
axis, and electric power is transmitted from the transmit-
ting antenna to the receiving antenna by magnetic field
coupling. Further, by disposing plural transmission/re-
ception units, multiple power transmissions can be car-
ried out.

CITATION LIST

PATENT LITERATURE

[0003] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2014-90648.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0004] However, in the conventional structure dis-
closed by Patent Literature 1, it is not considered that the
shaft is a metallic member. Therefore, the problem is that
in a case in which the shaft is a metallic member, it be-
comes difficult for a power transmission to be carried out
under the influence of this shaft. More specifically, the
power transmission is influenced by a flow of an eddy
current through the shaft due to a magnetic field from the
transmission/reception unit, so that an eddy current loss
or the like occurs. Further, the same goes for a case in
which a metallic member is included in a housing in which
the transmission/reception unit is contained.
[0005] Therefore, the problem with the conventional
device is that space between the transmission/reception
unit and the above-mentioned metallic member is nec-
essarily provided, thus causing the size of the device to
be increased.
[0006] The present invention is made in order to solve
the above-mentioned problem, and it is therefore an ob-
ject of the present invention to provide a power transmis-
sion device and antennas which are capable of carrying
out power transmissions even in a case in which a me-
tallic member exists in the surroundings.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0007] According to the present invention, there is pro-
vided a power transmission device which includes one
or more transmission/reception units each of which in-
cludes a transmitting antenna and a receiving antenna
for carrying out a wireless power transmission in coop-
eration with the transmitting antenna. Each of the trans-
mitting and receiving antennas includes a coil having a
shape in which a portion through which a current flows
in a direction extends along another portion through
which a current flows in an opposite direction.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF INVENTION

[0008] According to the present invention, by the above
described structure, a power transmission can be imple-
mented even in a case in which a metallic member exists
in the surroundings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0009]

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an exemplary
structure of a power transmission device according
to Embodiment 1 of the present invention;
Figs. 2A to 2C are schematic views showing the ex-
emplary structures of a transmission/reception unit
in connection with Embodiment 1 of the present in-
vention, Fig. 2A is a front view, Fig. 2B is a perspec-
tive view, and Fig. 2C is a front view showing a con-
ventional antenna shape;
Figs. 3A and 3B are schematic views for explaining
the principle of operation of the transmission/recep-
tion unit of Embodiment 1 of the present invention,
Fig. 3A is a front view, and Fig. 3B is a perspective
view;
Fig. 4 is a schematic view showing another exem-
plary structure of the transmission/reception unit in
Embodiment 1 of the present invention;
Fig. 5 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (in a
case in which the transmission/reception unit is dis-
posed in the vicinity of a shaft);
Fig. 6 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (in a
case in which the transmission/reception unit is dis-
posed in the vicinity of a rotary part of a robot arm);
Fig. 7 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (in a
case in which the transmission/reception unit is dis-
posed in the vicinity of a rotary part of a monitoring
camera);
Figs. 8A and 8B are schematic views showing an
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exemplary application of the power transmission de-
vice according to Embodiment 1 of the present in-
vention (power supply to a vehicle), Fig. 8A is a side
view, and Fig. 8B is a front view;
Fig. 9 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (power
supply to an in-wheel motor);
Fig. 10 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (in a
case in which the transmission/reception unit is dis-
posed in the vicinity of a rotary part of a radar);
Fig. 11 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (in a
case in which the transmission/reception unit is dis-
posed in the vicinity of a shading wall of a lighthouse);
Fig. 12 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (in a
case in which the transmission/reception unit is dis-
posed in the vicinity of a rotary part of a fan);
Figs. 13A and 13B are schematic views showing an
exemplary application of the power transmission de-
vice according to Embodiment 1 of the present in-
vention (power supply to a steering of a steering
wheel), Fig. 13A is a front view, and Fig. 13B is a
side view;
Figs. 14A and 14B are schematic views showing an
exemplary application of the power transmission de-
vice according to Embodiment 1 of the present in-
vention (power supply to a bicycle), Fig. 14A is a side
view, and Fig. 14B is a front view;
Figs. 15A and 15B are schematic views showing ex-
emplary structures of a transmission/reception unit
in Embodiment 2 of the present invention, Fig. 15A
is a view showing a case in which a housing is made
from metal, and Fig. 15B is a view showing a case
in which a housing and a shaft are made from metal;
Fig. 16 is a schematic view showing another exem-
plary structure of the transmission/reception unit in
Embodiment 1 of the present invention;
Fig. 17 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of a power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 2 of the present invention (in a
case in which the transmission/reception unit is dis-
posed inside an engine room);
Fig. 18 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (power
supply to a vehicle);
Fig. 19 is a schematic view showing an exemplary
application of the power transmission device accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention (power
supply to a magnetically levitated train);
Figs. 20A and 20B are schematic views showing ex-
emplary structures of a transmission/reception unit

of Embodiment 3 of the present invention;
Fig. 21 is a schematic view showing another exem-
plary the structure of a shielding member in Embod-
iment 3 of the present invention;
Figs. 22A and 22B are schematic views showing an
exemplary structure of a transmission/reception unit
of Embodiment 4 of the present invention, Fig. 22A
is a front view, and Fig. 22B is a perspective view;
Figs. 23A and 23B are schematic views showing oth-
er exemplary structures of the transmission/recep-
tion unit of Embodiment 4 of the present invention,
Fig. 23A is a front view, and Fig. 23B is a perspective
view;
Fig. 24 is a schematic view showing another exem-
plary structure of the transmission/reception unit in
Embodiment 4 of the present invention;
Figs. 25A to 25C are schematic views showing ex-
emplary structures of a transmission/reception unit
in connection with Embodiment 5 of the present in-
vention, Fig. 25A is a front view, Fig. 25B is a per-
spective view, and Fig. 25C is a front view showing
a conventional antenna shape;
Figs. 26A and 26B are schematic views showing an-
other exemplary structure of the transmission/recep-
tion unit of Embodiment 5 of the present invention,
Fig. 26A is a front view, and Fig. 26B is a perspective
view;
Fig. 27 is a schematic view showing another exem-
plary structure of the transmission/reception unit in
Embodiment 5 of the present invention;
Figs. 28A and 28B are schematic views showing ex-
emplary structures of a transmission/reception unit
of Embodiment 6 of the present invention, Fig. 28A
shows a case in which a housing is made from a
metallic material, and Fig. 28B shows a case in which
a housing and a shaft are made from metallic mate-
rials;
Figs. 29A and 29B are schematic views showing an
exemplary structure of a transmission/reception unit
of Embodiment 7 of the present invention, Fig. 29A
is a front view, and Fig. 29B is a perspective view;
Figs. 30A and 30B are schematic views showing an-
other exemplary structure of the transmission/recep-
tion unit of Embodiment 7 of the present invention,
Fig. 30A is a front view, and Fig. 30B is a perspective
view;
Figs. 31A and 31B are schematic views showing an-
other exemplary structure of the transmission/recep-
tion unit of Embodiment 7 of the present invention,
Fig. 31A is a front view, and Fig. 31B is a perspective
view; and
Fig. 32 is a diagram explaining an exemplary oper-
ation of a power transmission device according to
Embodiment 8 of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0010] Hereafter, embodiments of the present inven-
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tion will be explained in detail with reference to the draw-
ings. Embodiment 1.
[0011] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an exemplary
structure of a power transmission device 1 according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.
[0012] The power transmission device 1 transmits
electric power including an electric signal in a wireless
manner. This power transmission device 1 includes a
transmission power supply 11, a transmission/reception
unit 12, and a rectifier circuit 13, as shown in Fig. 1. Fur-
ther, the transmission/reception unit 12 has a transmitting
antenna 14 and a receiving antenna 15, as shown in Fig.
2B and so on.
[0013] The transmission power supply 11 supplies ei-
ther direct current power or alternating current power
which is inputted thereto to the transmitting antenna 14.
In a case in which a power supply for high frequency is
used as the transmission power supply 11, the transmis-
sion power supply 11 converts either the direct current
power or the alternating current power which is inputted
thereto into high-frequency power, and supplies the high-
frequency power to the transmitting antenna 14.
[0014] The transmitting antenna 14 transmits the pow-
er supplied from the transmission power supply 11 in a
wireless manner.
[0015] The receiving antenna 15 receives the power
transmitted, in a wireless manner, from the transmitting
antenna 14.
[0016] The rectifier circuit 13 converts the power re-
ceived by the receiving antenna 15 into direct current
power. The direct current power after conversion by this
rectifier circuit 13 is outputted to a load device and/or
other equipment (not illustrated).
[0017] The transmission/reception unit 12 carries out
a power transmission by using magnetic-field resonance,
electric-field resonance, or electromagnetic induction.
[0018] Next, an exemplary structure of the transmitting
and receiving antennas 14 and 15 will be explained with
reference to Figs. 2A to 2C. Figs. 2A and 2B show a case
in which the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and
15 are arranged opposite to each other along the direc-
tion of a central axis.
[0019] As shown in Figs. 2A and 2B, each of the trans-
mitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 includes a coil
which has a shape in which a portion through which a
current flows in a direction extends along another portion
through which a current flows in an opposite direction.
Further, in the structure shown in Figs. 2A and 2B, loop
surfaces of the transmitting and receiving antennas 14
and 15 are formed by circular arcs, and the coils are
wound indirectly around a shaft 51 which is a metallic
member. More specifically, each of the transmitting and
receiving antennas 14 and 15 which are shown in Figs.
2A and 2B is formed so as to have a shape which is
acquired by downwardly denting an upper portion of a
conventional antenna 101 shown in Fig. 2C.
[0020] Although in the figures a case in which the shaft
51 is a structural rotatable body and the transmitting and

receiving antennas 14 and 15 can rotate independently
is shown, the shaft 51 can be a non-rotatable body. Fur-
ther, although in the figures, only one turn in each of the
transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 is shown,
plural turns are typically wound in a spiral or helical form
in each of the transmitting and receiving antennas. Fur-
ther, lead portions 142 and 152 of the transmitting and
receiving antennas 14 and 15, the lead portions being
connected to feed terminals, are not limited to ones dis-
posed at positions shown in the figures, and can be dis-
posed at arbitrary positions.
[0021] By forming the transmitting and receiving an-
tennas 14 and 15 in such a way that the transmitting and
receiving antennas have a shape as shown in Figs. 2A
and 2B, the shaft 51 is located outside their loop surfaces.
Therefore, the interlinkage of a magnetic flux between
the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 is not
prevented.
[0022] Further, in this antenna shape, as shown in
Figs. 3A and 3B, the directions of currents (arrows shown
in Fig. 3A) flowing through two lines arranged close to
each other are different from each other by 180 degrees.
Therefore, in a narrow area inside each loop surface, the
magnetic flux direction becomes uniform and the mag-
netic flux becomes dense. By using this magnetic field
having a high magnetic flux density, the transmission of
power from the transmitting antenna 14 to the receiving
antenna 15 is carried out. In contrast, because the mag-
netic flux cancels out outside the loop surfaces, no mag-
netic field having a high magnetic flux density spreads
out over the surroundings of the antennas, while only a
magnetic field having a low magnetic flux density reaches
the metallic member (the shaft 51) existing in the sur-
roundings of the antennas. Therefore, the influence (an
eddy current loss and so on) of this shaft 51 can be re-
duced, and a power transmission with high energy effi-
ciency can be implemented.
[0023] From the above, even if the shaft 51 is a metallic
member, the transmission of power between the trans-
mitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 can be carried
out.
[0024] Gaps 141 and 151 between both ends of the
loop surfaces shown in Figs. 2A and 2B can be set arbi-
trarily. Further, the power transmission efficiency be-
comes high with increase in the degree of overlap be-
tween the opposite surfaces of the transmitting and re-
ceiving antennas 14 and 15.
[0025] Further, in a case in which the shaft 51 is a ro-
tatable body and a power source line is connected to a
load device and other equipment via this rotatable body,
the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 rotate
independently. Therefore, the gaps 141 and 151 are set
in such a way that at least parts of the transmitting and
receiving antennas 14 and 15 are opposite to each other
even if the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and
15 are placed in any rotatable state.
[0026] Figs. 2A and 2B show the example in which the
transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 are ar-
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ranged opposite to each other along the direction of the
central axis is shown. Nonetheless, the present embod-
iment is not limited to this example. For example, as
shown in Fig. 4, the transmitting and receiving antennas
14 and 15 can be arranged to be fitted to each other on
the same plane.
[0027] Further, although in Fig. 4, the example in which
the receiving antenna 15 is arranged inside the transmit-
ting antenna 14 is shown, conversely, the transmitting
antenna 14 can be arranged inside the receiving antenna
15.
[0028] Next, an exemplary application of the power
transmission device 1 according to Embodiment 1 will be
shown.
[0029] In the example shown in Fig. 5, the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 is disposed in the vicinity of a shaft
611.
[0030] The shaft 611 of a vehicle (a moving object) 61
consists of a metallic member in order to ensure the
strength as a structure. Therefore, in a conventional pow-
er transmission device, it is difficult to provide application
to a power transmission via this shaft 611. In contrast to
the conventional power transmission device, in the power
transmission device 1 of the present invention, it can be-
come difficult for the influence of a metallic member to
be exerted on the power transmission device. Therefore,
for example, the transmitting antenna 14 can be fixed to
a main body 612, and the receiving antenna 15 can be
fixed to the shaft 611 (an antenna arrangement portion
615 shown in Fig. 5). As a result, non-contact power sup-
ply to sensors (a pneumatic sensor and a speed sensor)
614 and so on disposed in a tire 613 can be carried out.
[0031] Although in the example shown in Fig. 5 the
vehicle 61 is shown as an example, the present embod-
iment is not limited to this example, and can also be ap-
plied to other moving objects.
[0032] Further, in an example shown in Fig. 6, the
transmission/reception unit 12 of the present invention
is disposed in the vicinity of a rotary part 621 of a robot
arm 62.
[0033] The rotary part 621 of the robot arm 62 consists
of a metallic member in order to ensure the strength as
a structure, like the above-mentioned shaft. Therefore,
in a conventional power transmission device, it is difficult
to provide application to a power transmission via this
rotary part 621. In contrast to the conventional power
transmission device, in the power transmission device 1
of the present invention, it can become difficult for the
influence of a metallic member to be exerted on the power
transmission device. Therefore, the transmission/recep-
tion unit 12 can be disposed in an antenna arrangement
portion 622 shown in Fig. 6.
[0034] Further, in an example shown in Fig. 7, the
transmission/reception unit 12 of the present invention
is disposed in the vicinity of a rotary part of a monitoring
camera 63.
[0035] The monitoring camera 63 that monitors over a
full range of 360 degrees in azimuth has the rotary part

for rotating a camera main body 631. Therefore, the
transmission/reception unit 12 of the present invention
can be disposed in the vicinity of this rotary part (an an-
tenna arrangement portion 632).
[0036] Further, in an example shown in Figs. 8A and
8B, the power transmission device 1 of the present in-
vention is applied to power supply to a vehicle (a moving
object) 64.
[0037] In the example shown in Figs. 8A and 8B, the
transmitting antennas 14 of the present invention are em-
bedded under a fixed surface (a road 65) which is oppo-
site to the vehicle 64 while the vehicle 64 is traveling or
when the vehicle is standing, and the receiving antenna
15 of the present invention is incorporated in a wheel cap
642 of a tire 641 of the vehicle 64. As a result, even if the
receiving antenna 15 is arranged in a state in which the
receiving antenna is centered on the central axis of a
metallic shaft (not illustrated) of the vehicle 64 (this state
includes a state in which the receiving antenna is approx-
imately centered on the central axis), non-contact power
supply from the transmitting antennas 14 disposed in the
road 65 to the receiving antenna 15 disposed in the ve-
hicle 64 can be carried out while the vehicle 64 is traveling
along the road 65 or when the vehicle 64 is standing on
the road 65.
[0038] By using a wheel cap 642 in which the receiving
antenna 15 is incorporated, the receiving antenna 15 can
be retrofitted to existing vehicles. Further, because a
magnetic field extending in the direction of the width of
the road 65 can be generated by forming the transmitting
antennas 14 into a helical shape, as shown in Fig. 8B, a
power transmission can be carried out even if the position
of the vehicle 64 shifts a little from a traveling position or
a standing position.
[0039] Further, it is expected in an actual situation that
the receiving and transmitting antennas 14 and 15 are
incorporated in the vehicle 64 and the road 65, respec-
tively, after being solidified by resin material. Therefore,
by adjusting the thickness of this resin material, the power
transmission can be sufficiently implemented even when
puddles exist on the road 65.
[0040] Further, Figs. 8A and 8B show the example in
which the receiving antenna 15 is incorporated in the
wheel cap 642. Nonetheless, the present embodiment is
not limited to this example. For example, the receiving
antenna 15 can be incorporated in a wheel 643.
[0041] Further, power supply to the vehicle 64 is shown
in Figs. 8A and 8B. Nonetheless, the present embodi-
ment is not limited to this example, and application to
other moving objects (electric trains, automatic guided
vehicles (AGVs), and other objects) can also be provided.
[0042] Further, in an example shown in Fig. 9, the pow-
er transmission device 1 of the present invention is ap-
plied to power supply to an in-wheel motor 661.
[0043] In recent years, a vehicle (a moving object) 66
that includes electric motors (in-wheel motors 661) incor-
porated in tires 662, and that drives wheels by using these
in-wheel motors 661 has been developed. Therefore, by
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fixing the transmitting antenna 14 of the present invention
to a shaft 663, and fixing the receiving antenna 15 of the
present invention to each of the in-wheel motors 661,
non-contact power supply from the shaft 663 to the in-
wheel motor 661 that rotates can be carried out.
[0044] An inverter is disposed inside each of the in-
wheel motors 661, and the speed of the vehicle 66 can
be adjusted by performing electronic control on this in-
verter. Therefore, the power transmission device 1
should just transmit electric power having a single fre-
quency.
[0045] Further, although in Fig. 9 the vehicle 66 is
shown as an example, the present embodiment is not
limited to this example, and the power transmission de-
vice can also be applied to other moving objects (minicars
and so on).
[0046] Further, in an example shown in Fig. 10, the
transmission/reception unit 12 of the present invention
is disposed in the vicinity of a rotary part of a radar device
67.
[0047] The radar device 67 that monitors over a full
range of 360 degrees in azimuth has the rotary part for
rotating a radar main body 671. Therefore, the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 of the present invention can be
disposed in the vicinity of this rotary part (an antenna
arrangement portion 672).
[0048] Further, in an example shown in Fig. 11, the
transmission/reception unit 12 of the present invention
is disposed in the vicinity of a shading wall 681 of a light-
house 68.
[0049] In the lighthouse 68, a light (not illustrated) and
the shading wall 681 that has an opening for projecting
light from the light to the outside, and that rotates are
disposed. Therefore, the transmission/reception unit 12
of the present invention can be disposed in the vicinity
of this shading wall 681 (an antenna arrangement portion
682).
[0050] Further, in an example shown in Fig. 12, the
transmission/reception unit 12 of the present invention
is disposed in the vicinity of a rotary part of a fan 69.
[0051] The fan 69 has the rotary part for rotating blades
691. Therefore, the transmission/reception unit 12 of the
present invention can be disposed in the vicinity of this
rotary part (an antenna arrangement portion 692). As a
result, non-contact power supply can be carried out
when, for example, changing the angles of the blades
691 or causing a light fixed at an end side of the rotary
part to light up.
[0052] Although in Fig. 12 the fan 69 is shown as an
example, the present embodiment is not limited to this
example, and the power transmission device can also be
applied to other devices having blades 691 (aerogenera-
tors, helicopters, propeller planes, the screws of boats,
and so on).
[0053] Further, in an example shown in Figs. 13A and
13B, the power transmission device 1 of the present in-
vention is applied to power supply to a steering of a steer-
ing wheel 701 of a vehicle 70.

[0054] In the example shown in Figs. 13A and 13B, the
receiving antenna 15 is fixed to a rotary side of a base
portion of a steering shaft 702, and the transmitting an-
tenna 14 is fixed to a fixed side of the base portion. As a
result, non-contact power supply to the steering can be
carried out.
[0055] Although in Figs. 13A and 13B the vehicle 70
is shown as an example, the present embodiment is not
limited to this example, and the power transmission de-
vice can also be applied to other devices having a steer-
ing wheel 701 (moving objects, such as motorbikes and
battery-assisted bicycles, game machines, and so on).
[0056] Further, in an example shown in Figs. 14A and
14B, the power transmission device 1 of the present in-
vention is applied to power supply to a battery-assisted
bicycle 71.
[0057] In the example shown in Figs. 14A and 14B, the
transmitting antenna 14 of the present invention is fixed
to each bicycle parking stand 72 incorporated in a bicycle
parking lot for the battery-assisted bicycle 71, and the
receiving antenna 15 of the present invention is fixed to
spokes 711 of the battery-assisted bicycle 71. In Fig. 14A,
in order to make the figure legible, the transmitting an-
tenna 14 is not illustrated. As a result, when the battery-
assisted bicycle 71 is parked in the bicycle parking lot,
non-contact power supply from the transmitting antenna
14 disposed in a bicycle parking stand 72 to the receiving
antenna 15 disposed in the battery-assisted bicycle 71
can be carried out, and electric power can be supplied
to the battery (not illustrated) of the battery-assisted bi-
cycle 71. Further, in this case, the transmitting and re-
ceiving antennas 14 and 15 of the present invention can
be arranged opposite to a metallic shaft 712 of the bat-
tery-assisted bicycle 71.
[0058] Although in the example shown in Figs. 14A and
14B power supply to the battery-assisted bicycle 71 is
shown, the present embodiment is not limited to this ex-
ample, and the power transmission device can also be
applied to electric wheelchairs, motorbikes, and so on.
[0059] As mentioned above, according to this Embod-
iment 1, because the power transmission device is con-
structed in such a way that the device includes the trans-
mission/reception unit 12 having the transmitting anten-
na 14 and the receiving antenna 15 that carries out a
wireless power transmission in cooperation with the
transmitting antenna 14, and each of the transmitting and
receiving antennas 14 and 15 includes a coil which has
a shape in which a portion through which a current flows
in a direction extends along another portion through
which a current flows in an opposite direction, a power
transmission can be implemented even in a case in which
a metallic member (a shaft 51) exists in the surroundings
of the power transmission device. Further, because the
space between the metallic member and the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 can be made to be narrower than
that in conventional structures, the device can be down-
sized.
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Embodiment 2.

[0060] In Embodiment 1, the case in which the trans-
mission/reception unit 12 is disposed for the shaft 51
which is a metallic member is shown. In contrast to this,
in Embodiment 2, a case in which a transmission/recep-
tion unit 12 is arranged inside a housing 52 including a
metallic member will be shown. The entire structure of a
power transmission device 1 is the same as that shown
in Fig. 1, and the explanation of the structure will be omit-
ted hereafter.
[0061] Fig. 15A shows a case in which the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 is arranged inside the metallic
housing 52 whose front face is open. It is assumed that
the shape of a transmitting antenna 14 and a receiving
antenna 15 is the same as any of those shown in Figs.
2A to 2C.
[0062] In this case, in the antenna shape of the present
invention, the directions of currents flowing through two
lines arranged close to each other are different from each
other by 180 degrees, like in the case of Embodiment 1.
Therefore, in a narrow area inside each loop surface, the
magnetic flux direction becomes uniform and the mag-
netic flux becomes dense. By using this magnetic field
having a high magnetic flux density, the transmission of
power from the transmitting antenna 14 to the receiving
antenna 15 is carried out. In contrast, because the mag-
netic flux cancels out outside the loop surfaces, no mag-
netic field having a high magnetic flux density spreads
out over the surroundings of the antennas, while only a
magnetic field having a low magnetic flux density reaches
the metallic member (the housing 52) existing in the sur-
roundings of the antennas. Therefore, the influence (an
eddy current loss and so on) of this housing 52 can be
reduced, and a power transmission with high energy ef-
ficiency can be carried out.
[0063] From the above, even if the housing 52 is a me-
tallic member, the transmission of power between the
transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 can be
carried out.
[0064] In the example shown in Fig. 15A, the loop sur-
faces of the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and
15 are circular-arc-shaped, like those shown in Figs. 2A
to 2C. However, in a case in which the transmission/re-
ception unit 12 is not wound around a shaft 51 or the like,
it is not necessary to form the loop surface of each of the
antennas into a circular arc shape, and the loop surface
of each of the antennas can be formed into another shape
(a rectangular shape, a rod shape, or the like).
[0065] Further, Fig. 15B shows a case in which the
transmission/reception unit 12 indirectly wound around
a metallic shaft 51 is arranged inside a metallic housing
52 whose front face is open.
[0066] Also in this case, because the shaft 51 is located
outside the loop surfaces, like in the case of Embodiment
1, the interlinkage of a magnetic flux between the trans-
mitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 is not prevent-
ed.

[0067] Further, in the antenna shape of the present
invention, the directions of currents flowing through two
lines arranged close to each other are different from each
other by 180 degrees. Therefore, in a narrow area inside
each loop surface, the magnetic flux direction becomes
uniform and the magnetic flux becomes dense. By using
this magnetic field having a high magnetic flux density,
the transmission of power from the transmitting antenna
14 to the receiving antenna 15 is carried out. In contrast,
because the magnetic flux cancels out outside the loop
surfaces, no magnetic field having a high magnetic flux
density spreads out over the surroundings of the anten-
nas, while only a magnetic field having a low magnetic
flux density reaches the metallic members (the shaft 51
and the housing 52) existing in the surroundings of the
antennas. Therefore, the influence (an eddy current loss
and so on) of these shaft 51 and housing 52 can be re-
duced, and a power transmission with high energy effi-
ciency can be carried out.
[0068] From the above, even if the shaft 51 and the
housing 52 are metallic members, the transmission of
power between the transmitting and receiving antennas
14 and 15 can be carried out. In the case shown in Fig.
15B, the transmission/reception unit 12 needs to be ar-
ranged apart, at a distance of one-tenth or more of the
inner diameter of a minimum-sized antenna of the trans-
mitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15, from each of
the metallic members (the shaft 51 and the housing 52).
[0069] Figs. 15A and 15B show the cases in which the
transmission/reception unit 12 is arranged inside the me-
tallic housing 52 whose front face is open. Nonetheless,
the present embodiment is not limited to these cases. It
is similar to the above-mentioned things also in a case
in which the transmission/reception unit 12 is arranged
inside a housing 52 which is wholly covered by a metallic
member, as well as in a case in which the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 is arranged inside a housing 52
which in part includes a metallic member.
[0070] Further, although Figs. 15A and 15B show the
cases in which the transmission/reception unit 12 is ar-
ranged inside the metallic housing 52, it is similar to the
above-mentioned things also in a case in which another
metallic peripheral member exists in the surroundings of
the transmission/reception unit 12.
[0071] Further, Figs. 15A and 15B show the cases in
which the loop surfaces of the transmitting and receiving
antennas 14 and 15 are directed toward a direction per-
pendicular to the direction of a central axis. Nonetheless,
the present embodiment is not limited to these cases.
For example, as shown in Fig. 16, the loop surfaces of
the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 can
be directed toward the direction of the central axis. This
allows the further suppression of the influence of a me-
tallic member existing in a plane perpendicular to the
direction of the central axis.
[0072] Although Fig. 16 shows the case in which the
receiving antenna 15 is arranged inside the transmitting
antenna 14, conversely, the transmitting antenna 14 can
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be arranged inside the receiving antenna 15. Although
Fig. 16 shows the case in which the transmitting and re-
ceiving antennas 14 and 15 are arranged in a fitted man-
ner, the transmitting and receiving antennas can be ar-
ranged opposite to each other along the direction of the
central axis.
[0073] Next, exemplary applications of the power
transmission device 1 according to Embodiment 2 will be
shown.
[0074] Fig. 17 shows an example in which the trans-
mission/reception unit 12 of the present invention is ar-
ranged inside an engine room 731 of a vehicle (a moving
object) 73.
[0075] The engine room 731 of the vehicle 73 is made
from a metallic material, and many pieces of equipment
732 each made from a metallic material are disposed
inside the engine room 731. Therefore, it is difficult to
arrange any conventional power transmission device in-
side this engine room 731. In contrast to conventional
power transmission devices, in the power transmission
device 1 of the present invention, it can become difficult
for the influence of a metallic member to be exerted on
the power transmission device. Therefore, the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 can be arranged inside the engine
room 731 (in an antenna arrangement portion 734). As
a result, for example, non-contact power supply to a sen-
sor 733 or the like disposed inside the engine room 731
can be carried out.
[0076] Although in Fig. 17 the vehicle 73 is shown as
an example, the present embodiment is not limited to this
example, and the power transmission device can also be
applied to other moving objects.
[0077] Further, Fig. 18 shows an example in which the
power transmission device 1 of the present invention is
applied to power supply to a vehicle (a moving object) 74.
[0078] In the example shown in Fig. 18, transmitting
antennas 14 of the present invention are embedded un-
der a fixed surface (a road 75) which is opposite to the
vehicle 74 while the vehicle 74 is traveling or when the
vehicle is standing, and the receiving antenna 15 of the
present invention is mounted in a tread surface or the
like of a tire 741 of the vehicle 74. As a result, non-contact
power supply from the transmitting antennas 14 disposed
in the road 75 to the receiving antenna 15 disposed in
the vehicle 74 can be carried out while the vehicle 74 is
traveling along the road 75 or when the vehicle 74 is
standing on the road 75.
[0079] Further, it is assumed that actually, after each
of the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 is
hardened by using a resin material, the receiving and
transmitting antennas are disposed in the vehicle 74 and
the road 75. Therefore, by adjusting the thickness of this
resin material, a power transmission can be sufficiently
implemented also when there are puddles on the road 75.
[0080] Further, power supply to the vehicle 74 is shown
in Fig. 18. Nonetheless, the present embodiment is not
limited to this example, and application to other moving
objects (automatic guided vehicles (AGVs), and so on)

can also be provided.
[0081] Further, Fig. 19 shows an example in which the
power transmission device 1 of the present invention is
applied to power supply to a magnetically levitated train
(a moving object) 76.
[0082] In the example shown in Fig. 19, transmitting
antennas 14 of the present invention are disposed on a
fixed surface (a road surface 77) which is opposite to the
magnetically levitated train 76 while the magnetically lev-
itated train 76 is traveling or when the magnetically lev-
itated train is standing, and receiving antennas 15 of the
present invention are disposed on a bottom surface of
the magnetically levitated train 76. The transmitting an-
tennas 14 are arranged so as to be perpendicular to the
road surface 77, and the receiving antennas 15 are ar-
ranged so as to be perpendicular to the bottom surface
of the magnetically levitated train 76. As a result, non-
contact power supply from the transmitting antennas 14
disposed on the road surface 77 to the receiving anten-
nas 15 disposed in the magnetically levitated train 76 can
be carried out while the magnetically levitated train 76 is
traveling on the road surface 77 or when the magnetically
levitated train 76 is standing on the road surface 77.
[0083] Fig. 19 shows the case in which the transmitting
antennas 14 are disposed on the road surface 77, and
the receiving antennas 15 are disposed on the bottom
surface of the magnetically levitated train 76. Nonethe-
less, the present embodiment is not limited to this case,
the transmitting antennas 14 can be disposed on a side
wall which is a fixed surface opposite to the magnetically
levitated train 76 while the magnetically levitated train 76
is traveling or when the magnetically levitated train is
standing, and the receiving antennas 15 can be disposed
on a side surface of the magnetically levitated train 76.
[0084] Although in Fig. 18 power supply to the mag-
netically levitated train 76 is shown, the present embod-
iment is not limited to this example, and the power trans-
mission device can also be applied to other levitated ob-
jects (hovercrafts and so on).
[0085] As mentioned above, according to this Embod-
iment 2, because the power transmission device is con-
structed in such a way that the device includes the trans-
mission/reception unit 12 having the transmitting anten-
na 14 and the receiving antenna 15 that carries out a
wireless power transmission in cooperation with the
transmitting antenna 14, and each of the transmitting and
receiving antennas 14 and 15 includes a coil which has
a shape in which a portion through which a current flows
in a direction extends along another portion through
which a current flows in an opposite direction, a power
transmission can be implemented even in a case in which
metallic members (a housing 52 and another peripheral
member) exist in the surroundings of the power trans-
mission device. Further, because the space between
each metallic member and the transmission/reception
unit 12 can be made to be narrower than that in conven-
tional structures, the device can be downsized.
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Embodiment 3.

[0086] In Embodiment 2, the case in which the trans-
mission/reception unit 12 is arranged inside the housing
52 including a metallic member is shown. In contrast to
this, in Embodiment 3, a case in which shielding members
53 are arranged between a transmission/reception unit
12 and metallic members will be shown.
[0087] Shielding members 53 are arranged between
the transmission/reception unit 12 and metallic mem-
bers, as shown in Figs. 20A and 20B. In Figs. 20A and
20B, the metallic members are not illustrated. As each
shielding member 53, a magnetic sheet or a metallic loop
can be used. A magnetic sheet is acquired by forming a
magnetic material, such as ferrite or amorphous, having
a high real part and a low imaginary part of magnetic
permeability into a sheet shape. Shielding members 53
can be arranged opposite to all of the surrounding me-
tallic members, or can be arranged opposite to only some
of the surrounding metallic members. Fig. 20A shows a
case in which all faces except a front face are enclosed
by shielding members 53, Fig. 20B shows a case in which
shielding members 53 are arranged only at upper and
lower faces, and Fig. 20C shows a case in which shielding
members 53 are arranged only at right and left faces.
[0088] By using shielding members 53 in this way,
leakage of a magnetic field from the transmission/recep-
tion unit 12 to the surrounding metallic members can be
further reduced, and the power transmission efficiency
can be further increased.
[0089] Further, not only a magnetic field but also an
electric field is emitted from the transmission/reception
unit 12. Therefore, in order to prevent this electric field
from leaking toward the metallic members, each shield-
ing member 53 can consist of, for example, two magnetic
sheets 531 and a conductor 532 containing free electrons
and arranged between the two magnetic sheets 531, as
shown in Fig. 21. As the conductor 532, for example,
there is provided a metallic member, such as copper or
aluminum, a carbon fiber, a conductive plastic, or the like.
Further, the conductor 532 is formed into a shape such
as a sheet shape, a mesh state, or a looped shape.
[0090] Although in Fig. 21 the case in which the mag-
netic sheets 531 are disposed on both side surfaces of
the conductor 532 is shown, a magnetic sheet 531 can
be disposed only on one of the side surfaces.
[0091] As mentioned above, according to this Embod-
iment 3, because shielding members 53 arranged be-
tween the transmission/reception unit 12 and metallic
members are disposed, leakage of a magnetic field from
the transmission/reception unit 12 to the metallic mem-
bers can be reduced more greatly compared with that in
Embodiment 2, and the power transmission efficiency
can be improved more greatly compared with that in Em-
bodiment 2.

Embodiment 4.

[0092] In Embodiments 1 to 3, the case in which a sin-
gle transmission/reception unit 12 is disposed is shown.
In contrast to this, in Embodiment 4, a case in which plural
transmission/reception units 12 are disposed will be
shown. In figures, a case in which three transmission/re-
ception units 12 are disposed is shown, and the suffixes
"a" to "c" are added to each of reference numerals de-
noting functional units.
[0093] In an example shown in Figs. 22A and 22B, plu-
ral transmitting antennas 14 are disposed in the same
plane and around a central axis, plural receiving anten-
nas 15 are disposed in the same plane and around the
central axis, and each of pairs of transmitting antennas
14 and receiving antennas 15 is arranged opposite to
each other along the direction of the central axis. In Figs.
22A and 22B, lead portions 142 and 152 connected to
feed terminals are not illustrated.
[0094] In a case in which a shaft 51 is a non-rotatable
body, by arranging the plural transmitting antennas 14
and the plural receiving antennas 15 in such a way that
the transmitting and receiving antennas are opposite to
each other in one to one correspondence, as shown in
Figs. 22A and 22B, a power transmission in each pair
can be independently implemented.
[0095] In contrast, in a case in which the shaft 51 is a
rotatable body and multiple power transmissions are car-
ried out via this rotatable body, the transmitting antennas
14 and the receiving antennas 15 rotate independently.
For example, in a state in which a power transmission
from a transmitting antenna 14a to a receiving antenna
15a is being carried out, as shown in Figs. 22A and 22B,
when either the transmit side or the receive side rotates
by 120 degrees, the transmitting antenna 14a is placed
opposite to another receiving antenna (15b or 15c). A
control unit that changes the pairs of transmitting anten-
nas 14 and receiving antennas 15 with the above-men-
tioned rotation is disposed in either the transmit side or
the receive side. As a result, even in the case in which
multiple power transmissions are carried out via the ro-
tatable body, a power transmission in each pair can be
independently implemented.
[0096] For example, when either the transmit side or
the receive side rotates by 60 degrees from the attitude
shown in Figs. 22A and 22B, two receiving antennas 15
are placed opposite to each transmitting antenna 14 with
the same degree of overlap, and the pairs cannot be
changed. To address this, for example, a control opera-
tion of switching off the power transmission in every pair
can be carried out for a range between + 10 degrees and
- 10 degrees which produces such a state.
[0097] Further, when it is not necessary to implement
a power transmission in each pair, the above-mentioned
change of the pairs is unnecessary.
[0098] Further, in an example shown in Figs. 23A and
23B, plural transmitting antennas 14 are disposed in the
same plane and around a central axis, plural receiving
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antennas 15 are disposed in the same plane and around
the central axis, and each of pairs of transmitting anten-
nas 14 and receiving antennas 15 is arranged in a fitted
manner. In Figs. 23A and 23B, lead portions 142 and 152
connected to feed terminals are not illustrated. Even in
this antenna arrangement, multiple power transmissions
can be carried out, like in the case of the structure shown
in Figs. 22A and 22B.
[0099] Although in Figs. 23A and 23B the case in which
the receiving antennas 15 are arranged inside the trans-
mitting antennas 14 is shown, conversely, the transmit-
ting antennas 14 can be arranged inside the receiving
antennas 15.
[0100] Further, in an example shown in Fig. 24, trans-
mitting antennas 14 and receiving antennas 15 are ar-
ranged along the direction of a central axis in such a way
that each of the transmitting antennas is opposite to a
corresponding one of the receiving antennas, and plural
transmission/reception units 12 are arranged opposite to
one another along the direction of the central axis. Even
in this antenna arrangement, multiple power transmis-
sions can be carried out, like in the case of the structure
shown in Figs. 22A and 22B.
[0101] Even in the antenna arrangement shown in Fig.
24, there is no leakage of electric power between adja-
cent transmission/reception units (for example, between
a transmitting antenna 14b and a receiving antenna 15a).
More specifically, according to the present invention,
each of the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and
15 is formed so as to have a shape which is acquired by
denting a conventional antenna shape, so that their loop
surfaces (areas via which electric power is transmitted)
are narrowed. Therefore, even if the plural transmis-
sion/reception units 12 are arranged close to one anoth-
er, leakage of electric power between transmission/re-
ception units can be prevented. Therefore, it is not nec-
essary to dispose a shielding member between trans-
mission/reception units, unlike in the case of convention-
al structures.

Embodiment 5.

[0102] In Embodiment 5, a structure of reducing the
influence of a metallic member existing in the surround-
ings by using a transmitting antenna 14 and a receiving
antenna 15 having an antenna shape different from those
shown in Embodiments 1 to 4 will be shown. The entire
structure of a power transmission device 1 is the same
as that shown in Fig. 1, and the explanation of the entire
structure will be omitted hereafter.
[0103] An exemplary structure of the transmitting and
receiving antennas 14 and 15 will be explained with ref-
erence to Figs. 25A to 25C. Figs. 25A and 25B show a
case in which the transmitting and receiving antennas 14
and 15 are arranged opposite to each other in the direc-
tion of a central axis.
[0104] As shown in these Figs. 25A and 25B, the trans-
mitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 are constructed

in such a way that plural spiral-shaped coils 143 and 153,
each having a smaller size than outer diameters of the
antennas and having a loop surface directed onto the
same plane, are connected in cascade. Further, Figs.
25A and 25B show a case in which a shaft 51 which is a
metallic member is arranged on the central axis of the
transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15.
[0105] Although in the figures a case in which the shaft
51 is a structural rotatable body and the transmitting and
receiving antennas 14 and 15 can rotate independently
is shown, the shaft 51 can be a non-rotatable body. Fur-
ther, although in the figures the case in which the coils
143 and 153 are spiral-shaped is shown, the coils can
be helical-shaped. Further, the shapes and the numbers
of turns of the coils 143 and 153 are not limited to the
ones shown in the figures.
[0106] By forming the transmitting and receiving an-
tennas 14 and 15 into such an antenna shape as shown
in Figs. 25A and 25B, a magnetic field having a high
magnetic flux density occurs in each of the small coils
143 and 153 which is wound in a spiral or helical form.
By using this magnetic field having a high magnetic flux
density, the transmission of power from the transmitting
antenna 14 to the receiving antenna 15 is carried out. On
the other hand, because the sizes of the coils 143 and
153 are sufficiently smaller than those of the transmitting
and receiving antennas 14 and 15, no magnetic field hav-
ing a high magnetic flux density spreads out over the
surroundings of the antennas, while only a magnetic field
having a low magnetic flux density reaches the metallic
member (the shaft 51) existing in the surroundings of the
antennas. Therefore, the influence (an eddy current loss
and so on) of this shaft 51 can be reduced, and a power
transmission with high energy efficiency can be imple-
mented.
[0107] From the above, even if the shaft 51 is a metallic
member, the transmission of power between the trans-
mitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 can be carried
out. By arranging the transmission/reception unit 12
apart, at a distance of the radius of one having a minimum
size of the coils 143 and 153, or more from the metallic
member (the shaft 51), the power transmission efficiency
is maximized.
[0108] Further, in a case in which the shaft 51 is a ro-
tatable body and a power source line is connected to a
load device and other equipment via this rotatable body,
the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 rotate
independently. Therefore, by disposing a larger number
of coils 143 and 153, the time period during which the
coils 143 are opposite to the coils 153 can be lengthened,
and the power transmission efficiency can be further im-
proved.
[0109] Figs. 25A and 25B show the case in which the
transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 are ar-
ranged opposite to each other in the direction of the cen-
tral axis. Nonetheless, the present embodiment is not
limited to this case. For example, as shown in Figs. 26A
and 26B, the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and
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15 can be arranged to be fitted to each other on the same
plane.
[0110] Although in Figs. 26A and 26B the example in
which the receiving antenna 15 is arranged inside the
transmitting antenna 14 is shown, conversely, the trans-
mitting antenna 14 can be arranged inside the receiving
antenna 15. Further, in this case, by arranging the coils
143 of the transmitting antenna 14 and the coils 153 of
the receiving antenna 15 close to each other at a distance
shorter than the radius of one having a minimum size of
the coils 143 and 153 from each other, the power trans-
mission efficiency can be improved.
[0111] Further, although in Figs. 25 and 26 the case in
which the number of coils 143 of the transmitting antenna
14 and the number of coils 153 of the receiving antenna
15 are equal is shown, the number of coils 143 can be
different from the number of coils 153. For example, as
shown in Fig. 27, by making the number of coils 143 of
the transmitting antenna 14 be larger than the number
of coils 153 of the receiving antenna 15, a smoother pow-
er transmission can be carried out.
[0112] Further, the power transmission device 1 ac-
cording to Embodiment 5 can be applied to the structures
shown in, for example, Figs. 5 to 14.
[0113] As mentioned above, according to this Embod-
iment 5, because the power transmission device is con-
structed in such a way that the device includes the trans-
mission/reception unit 12 having the transmitting anten-
na 14 and the receiving antenna 15 that carries out a
wireless power transmission in cooperation with the
transmitting antenna 14, and the transmitting and receiv-
ing antennas 14 and 15 include plural spiral shaped or
helical-shaped coils 143 and 153 which are connected
in cascade, the coils having diameters smaller than the
outer diameters of the antennas and having loop surfaces
directed onto the same plane, a power transmission can
be implemented even in a case in which a metallic mem-
ber (a shaft 51) exists in the surroundings of the power
transmission device. Further, because the space be-
tween the metallic member and the transmission/recep-
tion unit 12 can be made to be narrower than that in con-
ventional structures, the device can be downsized.

Embodiment 6.

[0114] In Embodiment 5, the case in which the trans-
mission/reception unit 12 is disposed for the shaft 51
which is a metallic member is shown. In contrast to this,
in Embodiment 6, a case in which a transmission/recep-
tion unit 12 is arranged inside a housing 52 including a
metallic member will be shown. The entire structure of a
power transmission device 1 is the same as that shown
in Fig. 1, and the explanation of the structure will be omit-
ted hereafter.
[0115] Fig. 28A shows a case in which the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 is arranged inside the metallic
housing 52 whose front face is open. It is assumed that
the shape of a transmitting antenna 14 and a receiving

antenna 15 is the same as that shown in Fig. 25B.
[0116] In this case, with the antenna shape of the
present invention, a magnetic field having a high mag-
netic flux density occurs in each of small coils 143 and
153 which is wound in a spiral or helical form, and, by
using this magnetic field having a high magnetic flux den-
sity, the transmission of power from the transmitting an-
tenna 14 to the receiving antenna 15 is carried out, like
in the case of Embodiment 5. On the other hand, because
the sizes of the coils 143 and 153 are sufficiently smaller
than those of the transmitting and receiving antennas 14
and 15, no magnetic field having a high magnetic flux
density spreads out over the surroundings of the anten-
nas, while only a magnetic field having a low magnetic
flux density reaches the metallic member (the housing
52) existing in the surroundings of the antennas. There-
fore, the influence (an eddy current loss and so on) of
this housing 52 can be reduced, and a power transmis-
sion with high energy efficiency can be carried out.
[0117] From the above, even if the housing 52 is a me-
tallic member, the transmission of power between the
transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 can be
carried out. By arranging the transmission/reception unit
12 apart, at a distance of the radius of one having a min-
imum size of the coils 143 and 153, or more from the
metallic member (the housing 52), the power transmis-
sion efficiency is maximized.
[0118] Fig. 28B shows a case in which the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 having a metallic shaft 51 on a
central axis is arranged inside a metallic housing 52
whose front face is open.
[0119] Also in this case, with the antenna shape of the
present invention, a magnetic field having a high mag-
netic flux density occurs in each of small coils 143 and
153 which is wound in a spiral or helical form, and, by
using this magnetic field having a high magnetic flux den-
sity, the transmission of power from the transmitting an-
tenna 14 to the receiving antenna 15 is carried out, like
in the case of Embodiment 5. On the other hand, because
the sizes of the coils 143 and 153 are sufficiently smaller
than those of the transmitting and receiving antennas 14
and 15, no magnetic field having a high magnetic flux
density spreads out over the surroundings of the anten-
nas, while only a magnetic field having a low magnetic
flux density reaches the metallic members (the shaft 51
and the housing 52) existing in the surroundings of the
antennas. Therefore, the influence (an eddy current loss
and so on) of these shaft 51 and housing 52 can be re-
duced, and a power transmission with high energy effi-
ciency can be carried out.
[0120] From the above, even if the shaft 51 and the
housing 52 are metallic members, the transmission of
power between the transmitting and receiving antennas
14 and 15 can be carried out. In the case of Fig. 28B, the
transmission/reception unit 12 needs to be arranged
apart, at a distance of one-tenth or more of the inner
diameter of a minimum-sized antenna of the transmitting
and receiving antennas 14 and 15, from each of the me-
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tallic members (the shaft 51 and the housing 52).
[0121] Figs. 28A and 28B show the cases in which the
transmission/reception unit 12 is arranged inside the me-
tallic housing 52 whose front face is open. Nonetheless,
the present embodiment is not limited to these cases. It
is similar to the above-mentioned things also in a case
in which the transmission/reception unit 12 is arranged
inside a housing 52 which are wholly covered by metallic
members, as well as in a case in which the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 is arranged inside a housing 52
which in part includes a metallic member.
[0122] Further, although in Figs. 28A and 28B the cas-
es in which the transmission/reception unit 12 is arranged
inside the metallic housing 52 are shown, the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 is constructed in the above-men-
tioned way also in a case in which another metallic pe-
ripheral member exists in the surroundings of the trans-
mission/reception unit 12.
[0123] Further, shielding members 53 can be arranged
between the transmission/reception unit 12 and metallic
members, like in the case of Embodiment 3. By using the
shielding members 53 in this way, leakage of a magnetic
field from the transmission/reception unit 12 to the me-
tallic members can be further reduced, and the power
transmission efficiency can be further increased.
[0124] Further, each shielding member 53 can consist
of two magnetic sheets 531 and a conductor 532 con-
taining free electrons and arranged between the two
magnetic sheets 531, similarly to Fig. 21 in Embodiment
3. As a result, leakage of a magnetic field from the trans-
mission/reception unit 12 to the metallic members can
be prevented. Further, although in Fig. 21 the case in
which the magnetic sheets 531 are disposed on both side
surfaces of the conductor 532 is shown, a magnetic sheet
531 can be disposed only on one of the side surfaces.
[0125] Further, the power transmission device 1 ac-
cording to Embodiment 6 can be applied to, for example,
the structures shown in Figs. 17 and 18.
[0126] As mentioned above, according to this Embod-
iment 6, because the transmission/reception unit 12 hav-
ing the transmitting antenna 14 and the receiving antenna
15 that carries out a wireless power transmission in co-
operation with the transmitting antenna 14 is provided,
and the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15
include plural spiral-shaped or helical-shaped coils 143
and 153 which are connected in cascade, the coils having
diameters smaller than the outer diameters of the anten-
nas and having loop surfaces directed onto the same
plane, a power transmission can be carried out even in
a case in which a metallic member (a housing 52 or an-
other peripheral member) exists in the surroundings of
the power transmission device. Further, because the
space between the metallic member and the transmis-
sion/reception unit 12 can be made to be narrower than
that in conventional structures, the device can be down-
sized.

Embodiment 7.

[0127] In Embodiments 5 and 6, the case in which a
single transmission/reception unit 12 is disposed is
shown. In contrast to this, in Embodiment 7, a case in
which plural transmission/reception units 12 are dis-
posed will be shown. In figures, a case in which three
transmission/reception units 12 are disposed is shown,
and the suffixes "a" to "c" are added to reference numer-
als denoting functional units.
[0128] In an example shown in Figs. 29A and 29B, plu-
ral transmitting antennas 14 are disposed in the same
plane and around a central axis, plural receiving anten-
nas 15 are disposed in the same plane and around the
central axis, and each of pairs of transmitting antennas
14 and receiving antennas 15 is arranged opposite to
each other along the direction of the central axis.
[0129] In a case in which a shaft 51 is a non-rotatable
body, by arranging the plural transmitting antennas 14
and the plural receiving antennas 15 in such a way that
the transmitting and receiving antennas are opposite to
each other in one to one correspondence, as shown in
Figs. 29A and 29B, a power transmission in each pair
can be independently implemented.
[0130] In contrast, in a case in which the shaft 51 is a
rotatable body and multiple power transmissions are car-
ried out via this rotatable body, the transmitting antennas
14 and the receiving antennas 15 rotate independently.
For example, in a state in which a power transmission
from a transmitting antenna 14a to a receiving antenna
15a is being carried out, as shown in Figs. 29A and 29B,
when either the transmit side or the receive side rotates
by 120 degrees, the transmitting antenna 14a is placed
opposite to another receiving antenna (15b or 15c). A
control unit that changes the pairs of transmitting anten-
nas 14 and receiving antennas 15 with the above-men-
tioned rotation is disposed in either the transmit side or
the receive side. As a result, even in the case in which
multiple power transmissions are carried out via the ro-
tatable body, a power transmission in each pair can be
independently implemented.
[0131] In the state shown in Figs. 29A and 29B, when,
for example, either the transmit side or the receive side
rotates by 60 degrees, two receiving antennas 15 are
placed opposite to each transmitting antenna 14 with the
same degree of overlap, and the pairs cannot be
changed. To solve this problem, for example, a control
operation of switching off the power transmission in every
pair can be carried out for a range between + 10 degrees
and - 10 degrees which produces such a state.
[0132] Further, when it is not necessary to independ-
ently implement a power transmission in each pair, the
above-mentioned change of the pairs is unnecessary.
[0133] Further, Figs. 30A and 30B show antennas
whose shapes are changed from those in the structure
shown in Figs. 29A and 29B. More specifically, in the
antennas shown in Figs. 30A and 30B, coils 143 and 153
are disposed in portions of antenna loops (portions op-
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posite to a shaft 51). Even in the case of this antenna
shape, a power transmission can be carried out in the
above-mentioned way. More specifically, a power trans-
mission is carried out because a magnetic field having a
high magnetic flux density occurs in each of the coils 143
and 153 in which plural turns are wound in a spiral or
helical form, while no magnetic field having a high mag-
netic flux density occurs in each of straight portions 144
and 154 of the antenna loops.
[0134] Further, in an example shown in Figs. 31A and
31B, plural transmitting antennas 14 are disposed in the
same plane and around a central axis, plural receiving
antennas 15 are disposed in the same plane and around
the central axis, and each of pairs of transmitting anten-
nas 14 and receiving antennas 15 is arranged in a fitted
manner. Even in this antenna arrangement, multiple pow-
er transmissions can be carried out, like in the case of
the structure shown in Figs. 29A and 29B.
[0135] Although in Figs. 31A and 31B the case in which
the receiving antennas 15 are arranged inside the trans-
mitting antennas 14 is shown, conversely, the transmit-
ting antennas 14 can be arranged inside the receiving
antennas 15.

Embodiment 8.

[0136] In Embodiments 1 to 7, the structures are
shown, which make it possible for the antennas to be
arranged close to a metallic member by improvement to
the antenna shape. In addition to these structures, as
shown in Fig. 32, a difference in magnetic phase between
transmission/reception units 12 is provided, thereby re-
ducing the mutual interference between the transmis-
sion/reception units. In Fig. 32, a solid line indicates the
magnetic phases of two outermost transmission/recep-
tion units 12a and 12c among the three transmission/re-
ception units 12 shown in Fig. 24, and a broken line in-
dicates the magnetic phase of a middle transmission/re-
ception unit 12b, and a case in which the magnetic phas-
es of the two outermost transmission/reception units and
the magnetic phase of the middle transmission/reception
unit are 180 degrees out of phase with each other is
shown.
[0137] In Embodiments 1 to 8, the cases in which each
of the transmitting and receiving antennas 14 and 15 con-
sists of a single coil is shown. Nonetheless, the embod-
iments are not limited to those cases, and each coil can
includes a coil for power supply and a coil for resonance
or includes two or more coils.
[0138] In addition, an arbitrary combination of two or
more of the embodiments can be made, various changes
can be made in an arbitrary component of any one of the
embodiments, and an arbitrary component of any one of
the embodiments can be omitted within the scope of the
invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0139] The power transmission device 1 according to
the present invention is suitable for use as a power trans-
mission device and so on that can carry out a power
transmission even in a case in which a metallic member
exists in the surroundings of the power transmission de-
vice, and that carry out a wireless power transmission.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

[0140] 1: power transmission device; 11: transmission
power supply; 12: transmission/reception unit; 13: recti-
fier circuit; 14: transmitting antenna; 15: receiving anten-
na; 51: axis; 52: housing; 53: shielding member; 61: ve-
hicle (moving object); 62: robot arm; 63: monitoring cam-
era; 64: vehicle (moving object); 65: road (fixed surface);
66: vehicle (moving object); 67: radar device; 68: light-
house; 69: fan; 70: vehicle; 71: battery-assisted bicycle;
72: bicycle parking stand; 73: vehicle (moving object);
74: vehicle (moving object); 75: road (fixed surface); 76:
linear motor car (moving object); 77: road surface (fixed
surface); 141, 151: gap; 142, 152: lead portion; 143, 153:
coil; 144, 154: straight portion; 531: magnetic sheet; 532:
conductor; 611: shaft; 612: main body; 613: tire; 614:
sensor; 615: antenna arrangement portion; 621: rotary
part; 622: antenna arrangement portion; 631: camera
main body; 632: antenna arrangement portion; 641: tire;
642: wheel cap; 643: wheel; 661: in-wheel motor; 662:
tire; 663: shaft; 671: radar main body; 672: antenna ar-
rangement portion; 681: shading wall; 682: antenna ar-
rangement portion; 691: blade; 692: antenna arrange-
ment portion; 701: steering wheel; 702: steering shaft;
711: spoke; 712: shaft; 731: engine room; 732: equip-
ment; 733: sensor; 734: antenna arrangement portion;
and 741: tire.

Claims

1. A power transmission device comprising one or more
transmission/reception units each of which includes
a transmitting antenna and a receiving antenna for
carrying out a wireless power transmission in coop-
eration with the transmitting antenna, wherein
each of the transmitting and receiving antennas in-
cludes a coil having a shape in which a portion
through which a current flows in a direction extends
along another portion through which a current flows
in an opposite direction.

2. The power transmission device according to claim
1, wherein the transmission/reception unit is ar-
ranged apart, at a distance of one-tenth or more of
an inner diameter of a minimum-sized antenna of
the transmitting and receiving antennas, from a me-
tallic member.
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3. The power transmission device according to claim
1, further comprising a shielding member arranged
between the transmission/reception unit and a me-
tallic member.

4. The power transmission device according to claim
3, wherein the shielding member is a magnetic sheet
or a metallic loop.

5. The power transmission device according to claim
3, wherein the shielding member has a magnetic
sheet and a conductor containing free electrons and
being opposite to the magnetic sheet.

6. The power transmission device according to claim
1, wherein a plurality of the transmission/reception
units is disposed.

7. The power transmission device according to claim
1, wherein the transmission/reception unit carries
out a wireless power transmission by using magnet-
ic-field resonance, electric-field resonance, or elec-
tromagnetic induction.

8. The power transmission device according to claim
6, wherein a difference in magnetic phase is formed
between the adjacent transmission/reception units.

9. The power transmission device according to claim
1, wherein each of the transmitting and receiving an-
tennas includes two or more coils.

10. The power transmission device according to claim
1, wherein the receiving antenna is disposed in a
moving object, and the transmitting antenna is dis-
posed in a fixed surface which is opposite to the mov-
ing object while the moving object is traveling or
when the moving object is standing.

11. A power transmission device comprising one or more
transmission/reception units each of which includes
a transmitting antenna and a receiving antenna for
carrying out a wireless power transmission in coop-
eration with the transmitting antenna, wherein
each of the transmitting and receiving antennas in-
cludes plural spiral-shaped or helical-shaped coils
which are connected in cascade, the coils having
sizes smaller than outer diameters of the antennas
and having loop surfaces directed onto a same
plane.

12. The power transmission device according to claim
11, wherein the transmission/reception unit is ar-
ranged apart, at a distance of one-tenth or more of
an inner diameter of a minimum-sized antenna of
the transmitting and receiving antennas, from a me-
tallic member.

13. The power transmission device according to claim
11, further comprising a shielding member arranged
between the transmission/reception unit and a me-
tallic member.

14. The power transmission device according to claim
13, wherein the shielding member is a magnetic
sheet or a metallic loop.

15. The power transmission device according to claim
13, wherein the shielding member has a magnetic
sheet and a conductor containing free electrons and
arranged opposite to the magnetic sheet.

16. The power transmission device according to claim
11, wherein a plurality of the transmission/reception
units is disposed.

17. The power transmission device according to claim
11, wherein the transmission/reception unit carries
out a wireless power transmission by using magnet-
ic-field resonance, electric-field resonance, or elec-
tromagnetic induction.

18. The power transmission device according to claim
16, wherein a difference in magnetic phase is formed
between the adjacent transmission/reception units.

19. The power transmission device according to claim
11, wherein each of the transmitting and receiving
antennas includes two or more coils.

20. The power transmission device according to claim
11, wherein the receiving antenna is disposed in a
moving object, and the transmitting antenna is dis-
posed in a fixed surface which is opposite to the mov-
ing object while the moving object is traveling or
when the moving object is standing.

21. An antenna comprising a coil having a shape in which
a portion through which a current flows in a direction
extends along another portion through which a cur-
rent flows in an opposite direction.

22. An antenna comprising plural spiral-shaped or heli-
cal-shaped coils which are connected in cascade,
the coils having sizes smaller than an outer diameter
of the antenna and having loop surfaces directed
onto a same plane.

25 26 



EP 3 334 008 A1

16



EP 3 334 008 A1

17



EP 3 334 008 A1

18



EP 3 334 008 A1

19



EP 3 334 008 A1

20



EP 3 334 008 A1

21



EP 3 334 008 A1

22



EP 3 334 008 A1

23



EP 3 334 008 A1

24



EP 3 334 008 A1

25



EP 3 334 008 A1

26



EP 3 334 008 A1

27



EP 3 334 008 A1

28



EP 3 334 008 A1

29



EP 3 334 008 A1

30



EP 3 334 008 A1

31



EP 3 334 008 A1

32



EP 3 334 008 A1

33



EP 3 334 008 A1

34



EP 3 334 008 A1

35



EP 3 334 008 A1

36



EP 3 334 008 A1

37



EP 3 334 008 A1

38



EP 3 334 008 A1

39



EP 3 334 008 A1

40

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 334 008 A1

41

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 334 008 A1

42

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 334 008 A1

43

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2014090648 A [0003]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

