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(54) ROBOT SYSTEM

(57) A robot system (10) for performing drive control
of a robot arm with respect to a target object according
to information obtained by a camera, comprising a robot
(1) having a working section (2), a camera (3) mounted
in the vicinity of the working section, and a control device
(5) for controlling the driving of the robot (1) while con-
firming the target object based on image data of the cam-
era (3), wherein the control device (5) performs im-
age-capture control, which executes image-capturing of
the target object (30) with the camera (3) a plurality of
times when moving the working section (2) with respect
to the target object (30) according to a predetermined
trajectory (20), and focus control, in which predetermined
images within a plurality of images captured by im-
age-capture control are in focus.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a robot system
that performs drive control of a robot with respect to a
target object while referring to image data captured by a
mounted camera.

Background Art

[0002] In a robot arm or the like that handles a com-
ponent by an end effector, drive control for moving the
end effector to an appropriate position is performed when
carrying out a fixed task. In the robot arm of Patent Doc-
ument 1 described below, image information captured
by a camera at a tip portion is imported into a computer
and, by designating a target object that is shown on a
screen of a monitor, a drive of the robot arm is controlled
so that the relationship between a target object and an
end effector attains a predetermined state. Specifically,
obtained pixel information is converted into positional in-
formation in units of meters with calibration data of the
camera prepared beforehand, and sent to a drive control
device to be converted into drive control information for
the robot arm.

PRIOR ART REFERENCES

[0003]

PTL 1: JP-A-2005-074600
PTL 2: JP-A-10-031151

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Technical Problem

[0004] In the existing robot arm of the above example,
drive processing and processing of image data captured
by the camera are performed in stages. For this reason,
it is not suitable to control the movement position of the
end effector according to image data while the robot arm
is being driven. In particular, although the focus of a cam-
era must be adjusted in order to capture an object, au-
tomatic focus control can not follow the relative change
with the target object when the movement speed is high.
In this regard, in PTL 2 above, information of the aperture
degree with respect to the lens position and the depth of
field is recorded in a look-up table for each target object
to be captured of the image, and automatic focus control
is performed based on the look-up table. However, the
technique described in the document is not suitable for
driving a robot arm or the like in which the distance be-
tween the target object and the camera changes by a
large amount.
[0005] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a robot system which performs drive control of a robot

with respect to a target object while referring to image
data of a camera. Solution to Problem
[0006] A robot system according to one aspect of the
present invention is a robot system having: a robot having
a working section for performing an operation on a target
object; a camera provided to the robot in a vicinity of the
working section, and a control device that performs drive
control of the robot while confirming the target object
based on image data from the camera, wherein the con-
trol device performs image-capture control and focus
control, when moving the working section with respect
to the target object according to a predetermined trajec-
tory, the image-capture control executing image-captur-
ing of the target object with the camera a plurality of times,
the focus control focusing to predetermined images with-
in a plurality of images captured by image-capture con-
trol.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0007] According to the present invention, in a case
where an operation such as gripping and moving an ob-
ject is performed by a robot, drive control of the robot is
performed while referring to the image data obtained by
image-capturing being repeated by the camera, so that
the working section can be moved in accordance with a
predetermined trajectory with respect to the target object.
In this case, since the lens is focused to predetermined
images that are captured among a plurality of captured
images, even if focusing is not performed for all of the
images, the working section is moved through appropri-
ate positions without deviating from the determined tra-
jectory.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a diagram conceptually showing an embod-
iment of a robot system.
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment
of a robot system.
FIG. 3 is an image diagram of image-capture control
by a camera and illustrates a trajectory and an im-
age-capture screen in a case in which a robot grasps
an electronic component..
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a focus control table
used in focus control of the camera.
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the relationship of im-
age-capture control, focus control, and focus posi-
tion of the robot system.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0009] Next, an embodiment of a robot system accord-
ing to the present invention will be described with refer-
ence to the drawings. A robot system of the present em-
bodiment is, for example, a robot arm used in an elec-
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tronic component mounting machine which takes out an
electronic component sent out from a component supply
device and mounts the electronic component to a prede-
termined portion of a circuit board. FIG. 1 is a diagram
conceptually showing such a robot system. This robot
system 10 has a multi-jointed robot arm 1. An end effector
2 is a working section provided at a tip portion of the arm
so as to pinch and hold electronic components.
[0010] The robot arm 1 is configured to have a rotary
table, a plurality of joint mechanisms and the like, and a
servomotor, an actuator for rotationally driving a joint
shaft, and the like are incorporated. The end effector 2
moves in three-dimensional space by drive control of the
servomotor and each actuator. The end effector 2 has a
chuck mechanism or the like for gripping electronic com-
ponents. Further, a camera 3 is attached to the robot arm
1 at a tip portion of the arm where the end effector 2 is
positioned. The camera 3 is for supporting operations of
the end effector 2 for obtaining relative positional infor-
mation of the end effector 2 and a target object such as
an electronic component. A CCD image sensor, a CMOS
image sensor, or the like is used as the camera 3, which
is provided in the vicinity of the end effector 2.
[0011] The robot system 10 is provided with a control
device 5 for performing drive control of the robot arm 1
and the end effector 2, and image-capture control of the
camera 3. FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the robot
system 10 of the present embodiment. A control device
5 is connected to the robot arm 1, which includes the end
effector 2, and to the camera 3. The control device 5 is
has a microprocessor and a main memory, by which drive
control unit 11, an image processing unit 12, a trajectory
generation unit 13, and a storage unit 14 are configured.
[0012] In the electronic component mounting machine
in which the robot system 10 of the present embodiment
is incorporated, electronic components gripped by the
robot arm 1, as described above, are mounted to prede-
termined places of a circuit board. In so doing, each op-
erating task in executing board production is determined
in advance, and the movement of the robot arm 1, that
is, the movement position of the end effector 2 is also
predetermined. Therefore, in the storage unit 14 of the
control device 5, a component mounting program that
makes the robot arm 1 and the end effector 2 perform
predetermined operations is stored.
[0013] The robot arm 1, whose drive is controlled by
the component mounting program, moves the end effec-
tor 2 according to a predetermined trajectory, however,
a subtle error due to various factors may occur in the
relationship with the target object. For example, the po-
sition of the component supplied from the component
supply device or the mounting position with respect to
the circuit board are not necessarily always fixed. There-
fore, the positional displacements may occur. Further,
the robot arm 1 itself may slightly deviate from the pre-
determined trajectory by the movement position of the
end effector 2 due to structural factors.
[0014] Then, in the control device 5, a configuration

that supports movement of the end effector 2 is adopted
so that the end effector 2 grips electronic components or
mounts the electronic components to the circuit board in
accurate manners. In other words, in the present embod-
iment, drive control of the robot arm 1 is performed while
performing a correction process on errors, occurring in
the movement of the end effector 2, based on image data
obtained by the camera 3. Consequently, in the drive
control unit 11 of the control device 5, image-capture con-
trol for executing image-capturing with the camera 3 and
focus control of the lens for focusing on an electronic
component or the like are performed in order to execute
predetermined drive control on the robot arm 1.
[0015] In addition, in the image processing unit 12 of
the control device 5, the relative position of the end ef-
fector 2 with respect to the electronic component is cal-
culated from the captured image data obtained from im-
age-capturing by the camera 3. Also, in the image
processing unit 12, for example, the edge position of the
electronic component is obtained from the captured im-
age data, and the arrangement direction (orientation) and
the center position of the electronic component are ob-
tained. Further, so-called spatial data of the relative po-
sitions between the center position and the reference
point of the end effector 2 is generated. The trajectory
generation unit 13 generates a trajectory for moving the
end effector 2 to a target position such as an electronic
component. Further, various kinds of data and programs
are stored in the storage unit 14; for example, trajectory
information for moving the end effector 2 when taking out
and mounting electronic components during the manu-
facturing of a circuit board, and a drive control program
or the like for driving the robot arm 1 are stored.
[0016] Then, in the operation of the robot arm 1, tra-
jectory information is transmitted from the trajectory gen-
eration unit 13 to the drive control unit 11, and the move-
ment of the end effector 2 is controlled along the trajec-
tory. By driving the robot arm 1, positional data of the
moving end effector 2 is transmitted from the drive control
unit 11 to the trajectory generation unit 13. On the other
hand, as the end effector 2 moves, a target object, such
as a mounting position of an electronic component or a
circuit board, is captured by the camera 3, and the cap-
tured data is transmitted to the image processing unit 12,
In the image processing unit 12, spatial data is generated
from the captured image data, and errors for the deter-
mined trajectory stored in the memory unit 14 are calcu-
lated. The errors are then corrected by a correction proc-
ess, and newly generated corrected trajectory informa-
tion is transmitted to the drive control unit 11. In the drive
control unit 11, drive control of the robot arm 1 based on
the corrected trajectory information is resumed.
[0017] As described above, the target object is cap-
tured by the camera 3 in order to generate trajectory in-
formation, and the captured image data is transmitted to
the image processing unit 12. Here, FIG. 3 is an image
diagram of image-capture control by the camera 3 and
shows the trajectory and an image-capture screen when
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grasping the electronic component 30. The robot arm 1
is subjected to drive control for moving the end effector
2 along the trajectory 20 to the position of the electronic
component 30. The camera 3 captures the target object
from the first point to the ninth point in the movement
process. The first to the ninth points are positions ob-
tained from setting the image-capture interval to 10 ms.
On the other hand, the performance of the camera 3 to
be used is one in which the time required for focusing
the lens is 30 ms.
[0018] In general, although it is necessary to set the
image-capture interval to about 1 ms to 10 ms for cor-
recting a trajectory of a robot with a high driving speed,
a mounted camera with a focusing time of about several
tens of ms can be used. Therefore, the image-capture
interval becomes shorter than the focusing time, hence
the focus control for focusing the lens lags behind the
image-capture timing. In this case, a correction process
for correcting the trajectory of the robot arm 1 is per-
formed based on captured image data in states in which
the optimal focusing is not always performed. The robot
system 10 according to the present embodiment makes
it possible to perform a suitable trajectory correction even
when the image-capture interval is shorter than the fo-
cusing time.
[0019] First, as shown in FIG. 3, image-capturing of
the electronic component 30 by the camera 3 is per-
formed from the first point to the ninth point on the tra-
jectory 20. As described above, image-capturing by the
camera 3 is repeated at intervals of 10 ms from the start
of movement of the end effector 2. However, in the
present embodiment, focus control for the camera 3 is
not performed at every point; instead, focus control for
focusing the lens is directed only at specific points.
[0020] FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a focus control table
used for focus control of the camera 3. The focus control
table shows the number of images captured at each point
from the first to the ninth point of the upper row. That is,
since each image is captured once at each point, the
numerical values in the upper row indicate the position
of the point and the number of image captures since the
start of movement. On the other hand, the lower row in-
dicates the focus position at which focusing of the lens
is performed by the focus control. In particular, since the
focus control focuses the lens with reference to the height
H from the electronic component 30, the numerical value
in the lower row is a numerical value indicating the height
from the electronic component 30.
[0021] In the focus control table of FIG. 4, the focus
position (focus height) is set to 100 mm in advance. This
is because the first image-capture position is 100 mm
from the electronic component 30. Then, the value of
"60" is indicated corresponding to the first point, that is,
the first image capture "1" in the upper row. This means
that the end of the first image capture coincides with per-
forming focus control on the lens of the camera so that
the focus position is at a height of 60mm. Even if the
focus control of the camera 3 is performed by a focus

control instruction of the drive control unit 11, a focusing
time of 30 ms is required until the lenses are focused as
described above. Therefore, in the present embodiment
in which image capturing is repeated at intervals of 10
ms, focusing is completed at the time of the fourth image
capture after the image capture after the focus control
instruction.
[0022] Then, the focus control is performed such that
the lens is focused to an image several times (several
points) ahead at a movement position ahead in the move-
ment direction toward the electronic component 30 to
which the camera 3 that started the focusing is moved,
that is, at the height where the camera 3 passes after
capturing several images. In the present embodiment,
such a focus control is referred to as "advanced focus-
ing". This advanced focusing is performed after the image
is captured at the height at which the lens is focused.
Therefore, the image-capture control and the focus con-
trol (advanced focusing) for the camera 3 performed by
the drive control unit 11 are configured to be synchro-
nized. In the present embodiment, the image-capture
control and the focus control are performed in synchro-
nization with each other at the first and fifth image cap-
tures of image-capturing that is performed nine times.
[0023] As shown in FIG. 4, in the present embodiment,
advanced focusing is performed at the first and fifth times
of image-capturing that is performed totally nine times.
First, the advanced focusing performed simultaneously
with the first image capture becomes the focus control
predetermined in accordance with the position at which
the camera 3 is moving (i.e., the fifth point shown in FIG.
3) at the time of the fifth image capture, after capturing
four images. Therefore, the advanced focusing becomes
the focus control aiming for the height H1, which is 60mm
from the electronic component 30. Similarly, the position
at which the camera 3 is moving (i.e. , the ninth point
shown in FIG. 3) at the time of the ninth image capture,
which capturing four images additionally, becomes the
height H2, which is 10mm from the electronic component
30. Therefore, the advanced focusing performed simul-
taneously with the fifth image capture becomes the focus
control aiming for the height H2.
[0024] In advanced focusing, although focusing is per-
formed a few image captures ahead, it does not mean
that the images captured during that time period are not
focused. This is because a fixed allowance for the range
of focusing points is accepted in accordance with the
depth of field of the lens of the camera 3 . In the second
to fourth times of image capturing, shown in FIG. 4, or
the sixth to the eighth times of image capturing, the lenses
of the camera 3 are being focused toward the heights H1
and H2, respectively. At these times, the camera 3 itself
is also moving towards the same height, so even if the
electronic component 30 as the target object is not at the
center of the focal range, the electronic component 30
falls within the range of the depth of field. Therefore, even
when an image is captured of a point which is not a target
of advanced focusing, captured image data with suffi-
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ciently clear images is obtained.
[0025] FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the relationship
between the image-capture control, the focus control and
the focus position of the robot system 10, and shows the
same control pattern as in FIG. 3 and FIG. 4. Therefore,
in the robot system 10 in the present example, the move-
ment of the end effector 2 is controlled in the following
manner: First, the camera 3 is focused at a height of 100
mm in advance. The end effector 2 then moves along
the trajectory 20, and the first image capture by the cam-
era 3 is performed at the first point at a height H0 of 100
mm from the electronic component 30. At this time, an
image-capture command signal (trigger signal) is input-
ted from the drive control unit 11 of the control device 5
to the camera 3, the shutter is released at the camera 3,
and an image of the electronic component 30 is captured.
Then, a point 1 image shown in FIG. 3 is obtained.
[0026] Then, in accordance with the focus control table
shown in FIG. 4, a focus control instruction signal is in-
putted from the drive control unit 11 to the camera 3 in
synchronization with the first image-capture command
signal. In the camera 3, drive adjustment is performed
so that the lens is focused at a height of 60 mm from the
object according to the focus control command signal
inputted after the first image capture. At this time, the
robot arm 1 is driven and the movement of the end ef-
fector 2 and the camera 3 continues, and the second,
third, and fourth images are captured according to the
trigger signal inputted to the camera 3 from the drive con-
trol unit 11. In the image capture, as shown in FIG. 5,
while focusing is being executed and the focus position
is being changed, as described above, since the elec-
tronic component 30 falls within the range of the depth
of field, the point 3 image shown in FIG. 3 is obtained
(the point 2 image and the point 4 image are omitted).
[0027] Subsequently, the captured image at the fifth
point, which is the fifth captured image, is performed
when the moving position of the camera 3 passes through
a position of 60 mm which is at a height H1 from the
electronic component 30. Since the focusing point of the
lens of the camera 3 is focused at the height 60 mm at
that time, image-capturing is performed in a state in which
the center of the focusing point is exactly focused to the
electronic component 30. At this time, the point 5 image
shown in FIG. 3 is obtained. Then, in accordance with
the focus control table shown in FIG. 4, a focus control
command signal is inputted to the camera 3 from the
drive control unit 11 in synchronization with the fifth im-
age-capture command signal, and in the camera 3, the
focusing point of the lens is adjusted so as to be focused
at a height of 10 mm from the electronic component 30.
[0028] The camera 3, which continues moving, cap-
tures the sixth, seventh, and eighth images in a state in
which the focus position is changing as shown in FIG. 5,
and the point 7 image shown in FIG. 3 is obtained (the
point 6 and point 8 images are omitted) . The ninth point
image, which is the ninth image captured, is then taken
at a position where the height H2 of the camera 3 is 10

mm from the electronic component 30, that is, immedi-
ately before the electronic component 30 is gripped.
Since the focusing point of the lens has been adjusted
to a height of 10 mm at that time, image-capturing is
performed while the lens is focused on the electronic
component 30, and the point 9 image shown in FIG. 3 is
obtained.
[0029] Therefore, according to the robot system 10 of
the present embodiment, even when the focusing time
of the camera 3 is longer than the image-capture interval,
by performing advanced focusing, the end effector 2 and
the camera 3 is appropriately moved without falling out
of alignment with the trajectory 20. That is, by performing
advanced focusing for not all images but for several im-
ages, it is possible to obtain captured image data that is
reliably focused, and measurement error in the position
of the predetermined trajectory 20 and the movement
position of the end effector 2 can be corrected by a cor-
rection process. Even when an image is captured of a
point which is not a target of advanced focusing, captured
image data with focused images can be obtained almost
every time since the focusing is made according to the
movement of the camera 3 and the electronic component
30 is within the range of the depth of field.
[0030] Although an embodiment of the present inven-
tion has been described above, the present invention is
not limited thereto, and various modifications are possi-
ble without deviating from the spirit of the invention. For
example, in the above embodiment, a robot system con-
figured by a multi-jointed robot arm 1 has been described
as an example, but in addition to the robot arm, a robot
of a horizontal multi-jointed type or an XYZ orthogonal
type may be used. The focus control table shown in FIG.
4 is merely an example and can be set in various ways
depending on the performance of the camera 3, the mov-
ing distance of the end effector 2, and the like.

Reference Signs List

[0031] 1 ... robot arm 2 ... end effector 3 ... camera 5 ...
controller 11 ... drive control unit 12 ... image processing
unit 13 ... trajectory generating unit 14 ... memory unit
20 ... trajectory 30 ... electronic component 10

Claims

1. A robot system comprising: a robot having a working
section for performing an operation on a target ob-
ject;
a camera provided to the robot in a vicinity of the
working section, and
a control device that performs drive control of the
robot while confirming the target object based on im-
age data from the camera, wherein
the control device performs image-capture control
and focus control, when moving the working section
with respect to the target object according to a pre-
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determined trajectory, the image-capture control ex-
ecuting image-capturing of the target object with the
camera a plurality of times, the focus control focusing
to predetermined images within a plurality of images
captured by image-capture control.

2. The robot system according to claim 1, wherein im-
age-capture control is performed at fixed time inter-
vals, and focus control is performed so that the lens
is focused at predetermined positions specified
along the trajectory of the camera.

3. The robot system according to claim 2, wherein the
control device performs the image-capturing at a po-
sition at which the target object is focused among
the plurality of images captured, in synchronization
with the focus control to focus the camera, ahead of
the image-capture position, at a movement position
ahead in the movement direction of the working sec-
tion that moves toward the target object.

4. The robot system according to any one of claims 1
to 3, wherein the robot has a multi-jointed robot arm,
a hand mechanism is provided as a working section
at a tip portion of the robot arm, and the camera is
provided thereto.
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