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(54) UPLINK INFORMATION TRANSMISSION METHOD, BASE STATION AND USER EQUIPMENT

(57) An uplink information transmission method, a
base station, and user equipment are disclosed. The up-
link information transmission method includes: sending,
by UE, first uplink information on a first frequency re-
source of a first subframe set; and sending, by the UE,
second uplink information on a second frequency re-
source of a second subframe set, where the first frequen-
cy resource and the second frequency resource are fre-
quency resources included in two different narrowbands;
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first subframe

set is located is different from a radio frame in which a
subframe in the second subframe set is located, and any
subframe included in the first subframe set and any sub-
frame included in the second subframe set belong to dif-
ferent radio frames; or a half-frame in which a subframe
in the first subframe set is located is different from a
half-frame in which a subframe in the second subframe
set is located, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second sub-
frame set belong to different half-frames.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] Embodiments of the present invention relate to
the communications field, and in particular, to an uplink
information transmission method, a base station, and us-
er equipment.

BACKGROUND

[0002] During machine type communication (English
full name: Machine Type Communication, MTC for short
in English), there are a large quantity of user equipments
(English full name: User Equipment, UE for short in Eng-
lish); therefore, it is required to reduce UE complexity or
costs. Reducing signal receiving and sending bandwidth
supported by UE is one of main technologies used to
reduce UE complexity or costs. For example, the signal
receiving or sending bandwidth for the UE is merely 1.4
MHz. However, an existing Long Term Evolution (English
full name: Long Term Evolution, LTE for short in English)
or Long Term Evolution Advanced (English full name:
Long Term Evolution Advanced, LTE-A for short in Eng-
lish) system specifies six types of system bandwidth: 1.4
MHz, 3 MHz, 5 MHz, 10 MHz, 15 MHz, and 20 MHz.
Therefore, when system bandwidth is greater than or
equal to signal receiving or sending bandwidth for low-
complexity or low-cost UE, the UE also needs to be ca-
pable of performing communication.
[0003] A resource in LTE system bandwidth is divided
into subcarriers in a frequency domain. An LTE system
resource is divided into radio frames (that is, system
frames) in a time domain. One radio frame is 10 ms. One
radio frame includes two 5 ms half-frames. One radio
frame includes 10 subframes. One subframe has a length
of 1 ms and includes two timeslots. Single-carrier fre-
quency-division multiple access (English full name: Sin-
gle-carrier Frequency-Division Multiple Access, SC-FD-
MA for short in English) is used in uplink of an LTE sys-
tem. Each timeslot includes six or seven SC-FDMA sym-
bols. One physical resource block (English full name:
Physical Resource Block, PRB for short in English) in-
cludes 12 subcarriers in the frequency domain. One PRB
occupies one timeslot in the time domain.
[0004] The LTE system supports two frame structures:
Type 1 and Type 2. Type 1 is used for frequency division
duplex (English full name: Frequency Division Duplexing,
FDD for short in English), and Type 2 is used for time
division duplex (English full name: Time Division Duplex-
ing, TDD for short in English). For the frame structure
Type 1 in FDD, each subframe included in a 10 ms radio
frame may be used to transmit both downlink information
and uplink information. For the frame structure Type 2 in
TDD, a subframe included in a 10 ms radio frame is a
downlink subframe, an uplink subframe, or a special sub-
frame. Which subframe is specifically a downlink sub-
frame, an uplink subframe, or a special subframe is de-

termined according to an uplink-downlink configuration.
LTE TDD supports seven different uplink-downlink con-
figuration options.
[0005] When low-complexity or low-cost UE uses an
LTE system to perform communication, a frequency re-
source in LTE system bandwidth may be divided into
narrowbands. A frequency width of a frequency resource
included in a narrowband does not exceed operating
bandwidth supported by the UE. For example, a frequen-
cy width of a narrowband is merely 1.4 MHz or is a fre-
quency width of six PRBs.
[0006] When a quantity of narrowbands in the system
bandwidth is greater than 1, during transmission of uplink
information in MTC, switching may be performed be-
tween different narrowbands. A time of a maximum of
two symbols is required for frequency adjustment when
switching is performed between different narrowbands
during information transmission of low-complexity or low-
cost UE.
[0007] In the prior art, when switching is performed be-
tween different narrowbands during transmission of up-
link information in MTC, a subframe is reserved without
being used to transmit the uplink information, and is used
by low-complexity or low-cost UE to adjust a frequency.
That is, the uplink information of the UE is transmitted in
a first narrowband of a first subframe and a second nar-
rowband of a second subframe, and there is at least one
interval subframe between the first subframe and the sec-
ond subframe. In the interval subframe, the UE adjusts
a frequency between the first narrowband and the second
narrowband, and does not send the uplink information.
[0008] The interval subframe in the prior art is at least
1 ms, far greater than a frequency adjustment time of a
maximum of two symbols that is required when switching
is performed between the different narrowbands during
uplink information transmission of the low-complexity or
low-cost UE. This brings an unnecessary transmission
delay to uplink information transmission. In addition, re-
serving the interval subframe leads to resource utilization
division in a time dimension. This increases resource
scheduling complexity of a base station.

SUMMARY

[0009] Embodiments of the present invention provide
an uplink information transmission method, a base sta-
tion, and user equipment, to reduce an unnecessary up-
link information transmission delay, and avoid an in-
crease in resource scheduling complexity of a base sta-
tion.
[0010] According to a first aspect, an embodiment of
the present invention provides an uplink information
transmission method, including:

sending, by user equipment UE, first uplink informa-
tion on a first frequency resource of a first subframe
set; and
sending, by the UE, second uplink information on a
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second frequency resource of a second subframe
set, where
the first frequency resource and the second frequen-
cy resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands; and
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is lo-
cated, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second
subframe set belong to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe
set is located is different from a half-frame in which
a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set
and any subframe included in the second subframe
set belong to different half-frames.

[0011] With reference to the first aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation of the first aspect, the radio frame
in which the subframe in the first subframe set is located
and the radio frame in which the subframe in the second
subframe set is located are adjacent different radio
frames, or the half-frame in which the subframe in the
first subframe set is located and the half-frame in which
the subframe in the second subframe set is located are
adjacent different half-frames.
[0012] With reference to the first aspect or the first pos-
sible implementation of the first aspect, in a first possible
implementation of the first aspect, there is only a downlink
subframe and/or a special subframe between the first
subframe set and the second subframe set that are in a
time division duplex TDD system.
[0013] With reference to the first aspect or the first or
the second possible implementation of the first aspect,
in a third possible implementation of the first aspect, a
start subframe for sending the first uplink information on
the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information and/or the second uplink information is
5 x M subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive
integer.
[0014] With reference to the first aspect or the first or
the second or the third possible implementation of the
first aspect, in a fourth possible implementation of the
first aspect, an information type of the first uplink infor-
mation is the same as an information type of the second
uplink information.
[0015] According to a second aspect, an embodiment
of the present invention further provides an uplink infor-
mation transmission method, including:

sending, by user equipment UE, first uplink informa-

tion on a first frequency resource of a first subframe
set; and
sending, by the UE, second uplink information on a
second frequency resource of a second subframe
set, where
the first frequency resource and the second frequen-
cy resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first
subframe set and a start subframe in the second
subframe set are adjacent subframes; and
the first uplink information is not sent in the last A
time units of the last subframe in the first subframe
set, and/or the second uplink information is not sent
in the first B time units of the start subframe in the
second subframe set, where A and B are natural
numbers.

[0016] With reference to the second aspect, in a first
possible implementation of the second aspect, A = 1, and
B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

[0017] With reference to the second aspect or the first
possible implementation of the second aspect, in a first
possible implementation of the second aspect, the first
uplink information and the second uplink information are
two pieces of uplink information carried on a physical
uplink control channel, the first uplink information is trans-
mitted in the last subframe in the first subframe set by
using a shortened physical uplink control channel format,
and the second uplink information is transmitted in the
start subframe in the second subframe set by using a
shortened physical uplink control channel format.
[0018] With reference to the second aspect or the first
or the second possible implementation of the second as-
pect, in a third possible implementation of the second
aspect, when the first uplink information is a random ac-
cess preamble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random access
preamble, A = 0.
[0019] According to a third aspect, an embodiment of
the present invention further provides an uplink informa-
tion transmission method, including:

receiving, by a base station, first uplink information
on a first frequency resource of a first subframe set;
and
receiving, by the base station, second uplink infor-
mation on a second frequency resource of a second
subframe set, where
the first frequency resource and the second frequen-
cy resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands; and
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is lo-
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cated, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second
subframe set belong to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe
set is located is different from a half-frame in which
a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set
and any subframe included in the second subframe
set belong to different half-frames.

[0020] With reference to the third aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation of the third aspect, the radio frame
in which the subframe in the first subframe set is located
and the radio frame in which the subframe in the second
subframe set is located are adjacent different radio
frames, or the half-frame in which the subframe in the
first subframe set is located and the half-frame in which
the subframe in the second subframe set is located are
adjacent different half-frames.
[0021] With reference to the third aspect or the first
possible implementation of the third aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation of the third aspect, there is only a
downlink subframe and/or a special subframe between
the first subframe set and the second subframe set that
are in a time division duplex TDD system.
[0022] With reference to the third aspect or the first or
the second possible implementation of the third aspect,
in a third possible implementation of the third aspect, a
start subframe for sending the first uplink information on
the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information and/or the second uplink information is
5 x M subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive
integer.
[0023] With reference to the third aspect or the first or
the second or the third possible implementation of the
third aspect, in a fourth possible implementation of the
third aspect, an information type of the first uplink infor-
mation is the same as an information type of the second
uplink information.
[0024] According to a fourth aspect, an embodiment
of the present invention further provides an uplink infor-
mation transmission method, including:

receiving, by a base station, first uplink information
on a first frequency resource of a first subframe set;
and
receiving, by the base station, second uplink infor-
mation on a second frequency resource of a second
subframe set, where
the first frequency resource and the second frequen-
cy resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first

subframe set and a start subframe in the second
subframe set are adjacent subframes; and
the first uplink information is not received in the last
A time units of the last subframe in the first subframe
set, and/or the second uplink information is not re-
ceived in the first B time units of the start subframe
in the second subframe set, where A and B are nat-
ural numbers.

[0025] With reference to the fourth aspect, in a first
possible implementation of the fourth aspect, A = 1, and
B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

[0026] With reference to the fourth aspect or the first
possible implementation of the fourth aspect, in a first
possible implementation of the fourth aspect, the first up-
link information and the second uplink information are
two pieces of uplink information carried on a physical
uplink control channel, the first uplink information is trans-
mitted in the last subframe in the first subframe set by
using a shortened physical uplink control channel format,
and the second uplink information is transmitted in the
start subframe in the second subframe set by using a
shortened physical uplink control channel format.
[0027] With reference to the fourth aspect or the first
or the second possible implementation of the fourth as-
pect, in a third possible implementation of the fourth as-
pect, when the first uplink information is a random access
preamble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random access
preamble, A = 0.
[0028] According to a fifth aspect, an embodiment of
the present invention further provides user equipment,
including:

a first sending module, configured to send first uplink
information on a first frequency resource of a first
subframe set; and
a second sending module, configured to send sec-
ond uplink information on a second frequency re-
source of a second subframe set, where
the first frequency resource and the second frequen-
cy resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands; and
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is lo-
cated, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second
subframe set belong to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe
set is located is different from a half-frame in which
a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set
and any subframe included in the second subframe
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set belong to different half-frames.

[0029] With reference to the fifth aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation of the fifth aspect, the radio frame
in which the subframe in the first subframe set is located
and the radio frame in which the subframe in the second
subframe set is located are adjacent different radio
frames, or the half-frame in which the subframe in the
first subframe set is located and the half-frame in which
the subframe in the second subframe set is located are
adjacent different half-frames.
[0030] With reference to the fifth aspect or the first pos-
sible implementation of the fifth aspect, in a first possible
implementation of the fifth aspect, there is only a downlink
subframe and/or a special subframe between the first
subframe set and the second subframe set that are in a
time division duplex TDD system.
[0031] With reference to the fifth aspect or the first or
the second possible implementation of the fifth aspect,
in a third possible implementation of the fifth aspect, a
start subframe for sending the first uplink information on
the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information and/or the second uplink information is
5 x M subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive
integer.
[0032] With reference to the fifth aspect or the first or
the second or the third possible implementation of the
fifth aspect, in a fourth possible implementation of the
fifth aspect, an information type of the first uplink infor-
mation is the same as an information type of the second
uplink information.
[0033] According to a sixth aspect, an embodiment of
the present invention further provides user equipment,
including:

a first sending module, configured to send first uplink
information on a first frequency resource of a first
subframe set; and
a second sending module, configured to send sec-
ond uplink information on a second frequency re-
source of a second subframe set, where
the first frequency resource and the second frequen-
cy resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first
subframe set and a start subframe in the second
subframe set are adjacent subframes; and
the first uplink information is not sent in the last A
time units of the last subframe in the first subframe
set, and/or the second uplink information is not sent
in the first B time units of the start subframe in the
second subframe set, where A and B are natural
numbers.

[0034] With reference to the sixth aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation of the sixth aspect, A = 1, and B =
1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

[0035] With reference to the sixth aspect or the first
possible implementation of the sixth aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation of the sixth aspect,
the first uplink information and the second uplink infor-
mation are two pieces of uplink information carried on a
physical uplink control channel, the first uplink informa-
tion is transmitted in the last subframe in the first sub-
frame set by using a shortened physical uplink control
channel format, and the second uplink information is
transmitted in the start subframe in the second subframe
set by using a shortened physical uplink control channel
format.
[0036] With reference to the sixth aspect or the first or
the second possible implementation of the sixth aspect,
in a third possible implementation of the sixth aspect,
when the first uplink information is a random access pre-
amble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random access
preamble, A = 0.
[0037] According to a seventh aspect, an embodiment
of the present invention further provides a base station,
including:

a first receiving module, configured to receive first
uplink information on a first frequency resource of a
first subframe set; and
a second receiving module, configured to receive
second uplink information on a second frequency
resource of a second subframe set, where
the first frequency resource and the second frequen-
cy resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands; and
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is lo-
cated, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second
subframe set belong to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe
set is located is different from a half-frame in which
a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set
and any subframe included in the second subframe
set belong to different half-frames.

[0038] With reference to the seventh aspect, in a first
possible implementation of the seventh aspect, the radio
frame in which the subframe in the first subframe set is
located and the radio frame in which the subframe in the
second subframe set is located are adjacent different ra-
dio frames, or the half-frame in which the subframe in
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the first subframe set is located and the half-frame in
which the subframe in the second subframe set is located
are adjacent different half-frames.
[0039] With reference to the seventh aspect or the first
possible implementation of the seventh aspect, in a first
possible implementation of the seventh aspect, there is
only a downlink subframe and/or a special subframe be-
tween the first subframe set and the second subframe
set that are in a time division duplex TDD system.
[0040] With reference to the seventh aspect or the first
or the second possible implementation of the seventh
aspect, in a third possible implementation of the seventh
aspect,
a start subframe for sending the first uplink information
on the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information and/or the second uplink information is
5 x M subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive
integer.
[0041] With reference to the seventh aspect or the first
or the second or the third possible implementation of the
seventh aspect, in a fourth possible implementation of
the seventh aspect, an information type of the first uplink
information is the same as an information type of the
second uplink information.
[0042] According to an eighth aspect, an embodiment
of the present invention further provides a base station,
including:

a first receiving module, configured to receive first
uplink information on a first frequency resource of a
first subframe set; and
a second receiving module, configured to receive
second uplink information on a second frequency
resource of a second subframe set, where
the first frequency resource and the second frequen-
cy resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first
subframe set and a start subframe in the second
subframe set are adjacent subframes; and
the first uplink information is not received in the last
A time units of the last subframe in the first subframe
set, and/or the second uplink information is not re-
ceived in the first B time units of the start subframe
in the second subframe set, where A and B are nat-
ural numbers.

[0043] With reference to the eighth aspect, in a first
possible implementation of the eighth aspect, A = 1, and
B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

[0044] With reference to the eighth aspect or the first
possible implementation of the eighth aspect, in a first
possible implementation of the eighth aspect,
the first uplink information and the second uplink infor-
mation are two pieces of uplink information carried on a
physical uplink control channel, the first uplink informa-
tion is transmitted in the last subframe in the first sub-
frame set by using a shortened physical uplink control
channel format, and the second uplink information is
transmitted in the start subframe in the second subframe
set by using a shortened physical uplink control channel
format.
[0045] With reference to the eighth aspect or the first
or the second possible implementation of the eighth as-
pect, in a third possible implementation of the eighth as-
pect, when the first uplink information is a random access
preamble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random access
preamble, A = 0.
[0046] From the foregoing technical solutions, it can
be learned that the embodiments of the present invention
have the following advantages:
In the embodiments of the present invention, the UE
sends the first uplink information on the first frequency
resource of the first subframe set, and the UE sends the
second uplink information on the second frequency re-
source of the second subframe set. The first frequency
resource and the second frequency resource are fre-
quency resources included in two different narrowbands.
A radio frame in which a subframe in the first subframe
set is located is different from a radio frame in which a
subframe in the second subframe set is located, and any
subframe included in the first subframe set and any sub-
frame included in the second subframe set belong to dif-
ferent radio frames; or a half-frame in which a subframe
in the first subframe set is located is different from a half-
frame in which a subframe in the second subframe set
is located, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second sub-
frame set belong to different half-frames. In the embod-
iments of the present invention, because the first uplink
information and the second uplink information are re-
spectively sent by using the first subframe set and the
second subframe set that are different, the UE needs to
switch between different narrowbands after sending the
first uplink information. In the embodiments of the present
invention, it is specified that radio frames (or half-frames)
in which subframes in two subframe sets (that is, the first
subframe set and the second subframe set) are located
are different, and any subframe in the first subframe set
and any subframe in the second subframe set belong to
different radio frames (or half-frames). Therefore, in the
embodiments of the present invention, between the sub-
frame in the first subframe set and the subframe in the
second subframe set, there is already an interval in which
the UE does not send uplink information, and the UE can
perform narrowband switching by using the interval be-
tween the subframe in the first subframe set and the sub-
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frame in the second subframe set. Completely different
from a prior-art manner in which an additional subframe
is reserved as an interval subframe, the embodiments of
the present invention can avoid an unnecessary uplink
information transmission delay, and avoid an increase in
resource scheduling complexity of a base station.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0047]

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a system architecture in which
an uplink information transmission method is applied
to a communications system according to the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a schematic block flowchart of an uplink
information transmission method according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of uplink information
transmission according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 4 is a schematic block flowchart of another up-
link information transmission method according to
an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5-a is a schematic diagram of another type of
uplink information transmission according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5-b is a schematic diagram of another type of
uplink information transmission according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5-c is a schematic diagram of another type of
uplink information transmission according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5-d is a schematic diagram of another type of
uplink information transmission according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6-a is a schematic diagram of a processing pro-
cedure in which multiple subframes to be used to
transmit uplink data overlap with multiple subframes
to be used to transmit UCI according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIG. 6-b is a schematic diagram of another process-
ing procedure in which multiple subframes to be used
to transmit uplink data overlap with multiple sub-
frames to be used to transmit UCI according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6-c is a schematic diagram of a processing pro-
cedure in which multiple subframes to be used to
transmit uplink data overlap with multiple subframes
to be used to transmit UCI according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIG. 7 is a schematic block flowchart of another up-
link information transmission method according to
an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 8 is a schematic block flowchart of another up-
link information transmission method according to
an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a composition struc-

ture of UE according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a composition
structure of another UE according to an embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a composition
structure of a base station according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram of a composition
structure of another base station according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram of a composition
structure of another UE according to an embodiment
of the present invention; and
FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram of a composition
structure of another base station according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0048] The embodiments of the present invention pro-
vide an uplink information transmission method, a base
station, and user equipment, to reduce an unnecessary
uplink information transmission delay, and avoid an in-
crease in resource scheduling complexity of a base sta-
tion.
[0049] To make the invention objectives, features, and
advantages of the present invention clearer and more
comprehensible, the following clearly and completely de-
scribes the technical solutions in the embodiments of the
present invention with reference to the accompanying
drawings in the embodiments of the present invention.
Apparently, the embodiments described in the following
are merely some rather than all of the embodiments of
the present invention. All other embodiments obtained
by persons skilled in the art based on the embodiments
of the present invention shall fall within the protection
scope of the present invention.
[0050] In the specification, claims, and accompanying
drawings of the present invention, the terms "first", "sec-
ond", and so on are intended to distinguish between sim-
ilar objects but do not necessarily indicate a particular
order or sequence. It should be understood that the terms
used in such a way are interchangeable in proper cir-
cumstances, and this is merely a discrimination manner
used when objects having a same attribute are described
in the embodiments of the present invention. In addition,
the terms "including", "comprising", and any other vari-
ants mean to cover a non-exclusive inclusion, so that a
process, method, system, product, or device that in-
cludes a series of units is not necessarily limited to those
units, but may include other units not expressly listed or
inherent to such a process, method, product, or device.
[0051] First, a system architecture used for an uplink
information transmission method in the present invention
is briefly described. The present invention is mainly ap-
plied to an LTE system or a Long Term Evolution Ad-
vanced (LTE-A, LTE Advanced) system. The present in-
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vention may also be applied to another communications
system, for example, a Wideband Code Division Multiple
Access (Wideband Code Division Multiple Access,
WCDMA) system or a Time Division Synchronous Code
Division Multiple Access (Time Division-Synchronous
Code Division Multiple Access, TD-SCDMA) system,
provided that an entity that can send information exists
in the communications system and another entity that
can receive information exists in the communications
system.
[0052] Transmission in the embodiments of the
present invention may be sending or receiving. If trans-
mission of a device on a side is sending, transmission of
a communications device, corresponding to the device
on the side, on another side is receiving; vice versa. Cov-
erage enhancement in the embodiments of the present
invention may be implemented in one or more of repeated
transmission, spread spectrum transmission, retrans-
mission, time interval bundling-based transmission, nar-
rowband (for example, subcarrier scheduling) transmis-
sion, ultra-narrowband (for example, bandwidth ranges
from tens of hertz to over ten kilohertz) transmission,
power spectrum density boosting-based transmission,
requirement relaxed transmission, or continuously at-
tempted transmission. A low-cost terminal or a low-com-
plexity terminal means that operating bandwidth of a ter-
minal device is less than operating bandwidth of a non-
low-cost terminal or a non-low-complexity terminal. The
operating bandwidth may be one or more of processing
bandwidth, radio frequency processing bandwidth, or
baseband processing bandwidth.
[0053] Referring to FIG. 1, FIG. 1 is a diagram of a
system architecture in which an uplink information trans-
mission method is applied to a communications system
according to the present invention. As shown in FIG. 1,
a base station (English name: Base station) and user
equipment (UE, User Equipment) 1 to UE 6 form a com-
munications system. In the communications system, the
base station sends one or more of system information,
an RAR message, or a paging message to one or more
of the UE 1 to the UE 6. The base station is a transmit-
end device in the information transmission method in the
present invention, and the UE 1 to the UE 6 are receive-
end devices in the information transmission method in
the present invention. In addition, the UE 4 to the UE 6
also form a communications system. In the communica-
tions system, the UE 5 may function as a base station.
The UE 5 may send one or more of system information,
an RAR message, or a paging message to one or more
of the UE 4 or the UE 6.
[0054] The following separately provides descriptions
in detail.
[0055] An embodiment of an uplink information trans-
mission method in the present invention may be applied
to a scenario in which UE sends uplink information to a
base station. Referring to FIG. 2, the uplink information
transmission method may include the following steps:

201. UE sends first uplink information on a first fre-
quency resource of a first subframe set.
202. The UE sends second uplink information on a
second frequency resource of a second subframe
set.

[0056] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands.
[0057] A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe set
is located is different from a half-frame in which a sub-
frame in the second subframe set is located, and any
subframe included in the first subframe set and any sub-
frame included in the second subframe set belong to dif-
ferent radio frames.
[0058] In this embodiment of the present invention, the
UE may send uplink information by using different fre-
quency resources in the two subframe sets separately.
Specifically, in this embodiment of the present invention,
there are the first subframe set and the second subframe
set. Each subframe set may include at least one sub-
frame. For example, there may be only one subframe in
a subframe set, or there may be multiple subframes in a
subframe set. All subframes included in a same subframe
set may belong to a same radio frame, or may belong to
different radio frames. Similarly, all subframes included
in a same subframe set may belong to a same half-frame,
or may belong to different half-frames. This is not limited
in this embodiment of the present invention.
[0059] In this embodiment of the present invention, the
first uplink information is sent by using the first frequency
resource of the first subframe set, and the second uplink
information is sent by using the second frequency re-
source of the second subframe set. In addition, a location
relationship between a subframe in the first subframe set
and a subframe in the second subframe set is described
in detail in this embodiment of the present invention. Sub-
frames in the two subframe sets satisfy the following re-
lationships: (1) A radio frame (or a half-frame) in which
a subframe in the first subframe set is located is different
from a radio frame (or a half-frame) in which a subframe
in the second subframe set is located. (2) Any subframe
included in the first subframe set and any subframe in-
cluded in the second subframe set belong to different
radio frames (or half-frames).
[0060] In this embodiment of the present invention, on-
ly after a radio frame or a half-frame changes, a narrow-
band in which a frequency resource used by the UE to
send uplink information is located may be different from
a narrowband in which a frequency resource, in a previ-
ous radio frame or half-frame, used by the UE to send
uplink information. It should be noted that, after a radio

13 14 



EP 3 346 783 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

frame or a half-frame changes, a narrowband in which a
frequency resource used by the UE to send uplink infor-
mation is located may alternatively be the same as a
narrowband in which a frequency resource, in a previous
radio frame or half-frame, used by the UE to send uplink
information. In all subframes of a radio frame or a half-
frame, all narrowbands in which frequency resources
used by the UE to send uplink information are located
are the same. For example, operating bandwidth is 1.4
MHz (or 200 kHz, or 180 kHz). In a subframe, low-com-
plexity or low-cost UE is capable of receiving or sending
a signal only in one narrowband. The narrowband is a
frequency resource with a particular frequency width. The
narrowband may include one or more subcarriers (for
example, a subcarrier width is 15 kHz, 2.5 kHz, or 3.75
kHz), or may include one or more resource blocks. A
width of the narrowband may be operating bandwidth.
[0061] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first subframe
set is located and a radio frame in which a subframe in
the second subframe set is located are adjacent different
radio frames, or a half-frame in which a subframe in the
first subframe set is located and a half-frame in which a
subframe in the second subframe set is located are ad-
jacent different half-frames.
[0062] It should be noted that a subframe in the first
subframe set or a subframe in the second subframe set
may be located in one radio frame, or may be located in
multiple radio frames. A subframe in the first subframe
set or a subframe in the second subframe set may be
located in one half-frame, or may be located in multiple
half-frames.
[0063] If a subframe in the first subframe set is located
in multiple radio frames and/or a subframe in the second
subframe set is located in multiple radio frames, a radio
frame included in the radio frames in which the subframe
in the first subframe set is located and a radio frame in
the radio frames in which the subframe in the second
subframe set is located are two adjacent different radio
frames.
[0064] If a subframe in the first subframe set is located
in multiple half-frames and/or a subframe in the second
subframe set is located in multiple half-frames, a half-
frame included in the half-frames in which the subframe
in the first subframe set is located and a half-frame in the
half-frames in which the subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located are two adjacent different half-
frames.
[0065] That is, a narrowband in which a frequency re-
source used by the UE to send uplink information in a
current radio frame is located is different from a narrow-
band in which a frequency resource used by the UE to
send uplink information in an adjacent radio frame before
the current radio frame (or after the current radio frame)
is located. Alternatively, a narrowband in which a fre-
quency resource used by the UE to send uplink informa-
tion in a current half-frame is located is different from a
narrowband in which a frequency resource used by the

UE to send uplink information in an adjacent half-frame
before (or after) the current half-frame is located.
[0066] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the uplink information transmission method provided in
this embodiment of the present invention is applied to a
TDD system. There is only a downlink subframe and/or
a special subframe between the first subframe set and
the second subframe set that are in the time division du-
plex TDD system. For the TDD system, there is only the
downlink subframe and/or the special subframe between
the first subframe set and the second subframe set. There
is no uplink subframe between the first subframe set and
the second subframe set. Therefore, the UE can adjust,
by using a time of the downlink subframe and/or the spe-
cial subframe, an operating frequency for sending uplink
information, that is, adjusting a frequency resource for
sending uplink information from the first frequency re-
source to the second frequency resource. Specifically,
one or more of the following times may be used as the
time occupied by the UE for adjusting the frequency re-
source for sending the uplink information from the first
frequency resource to the second frequency resource:
an uplink pilot timeslot (English full name: Uplink Pilot
Time Slot, UpPTS for short in English) in the special sub-
frame, a guard period (English full name: Guard Period,
GP for short in English) in the special subframe, a down-
link pilot timeslot (English full name: Downlink Pilot Time
Slot, DwPTS for short in English) in the special subframe,
the downlink subframe, a time for switching from uplink
transmission to downlink transmission, or a time for
switching from downlink transmission to uplink transmis-
sion.
[0067] An example is described below. For an uplink-
downlink configuration 0 in the TDD system, referring to
FIG. 3, FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of uplink informa-
tion transmission according to an embodiment of the
present invention. In FIG. 3, in all subframes in a half-
frame, narrowbands in which frequency resources for up-
link information transmission are located are the same.
A narrowband in which a frequency resource for uplink
information transmission is located changes every other
half-frame. That is, narrowbands in which frequency re-
sources for uplink information transmission are located
may be different only in different half-frames or radio
frames.
[0068] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a start subframe for sending the first uplink information
on the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information or the second uplink information is 5 x M
subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive integer.
[0069] When the frequency resource used by the UE
to send uplink information changes, a start subframe
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used by the UE to send uplink information by using a
changed frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame. For example,
a change of the frequency resource used by the UE to
send the uplink information is a change from the first fre-
quency resource to the second frequency resource. In
this case, the start subframe for sending the second up-
link information on the second frequency resource is the
first available uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a
half-frame. For example, a change of the frequency re-
source used by the UE to send the uplink information is
a change from the second frequency resource to the first
frequency resource. In this case, the start subframe for
sending the first uplink information on the first frequency
resource is the first available uplink subframe in a radio
frame or in a half-frame. For example, a change of the
frequency resource used by the UE to send the uplink
information includes both a change from the first frequen-
cy resource to the second frequency resource and a
change from the second frequency resource to the first
frequency resource. In this case, the start subframe for
sending the first uplink information on the first frequency
resource is the first available uplink subframe in a radio
frame or in a half-frame, and the start subframe for send-
ing the second uplink information on the second frequen-
cy resource is the first available uplink subframe in a radio
frame or in a half-frame. It should be noted that the start
subframe used by the UE to send the uplink information
may be any available uplink subframe in a radio frame
or in a half-frame. The available uplink subframe is an
uplink subframe that can be used to transmit uplink in-
formation. Specific implementation of an available uplink
subframe needs to be determined with reference to an
application scenario. The available uplink subframe may
be generally the first uplink subframe in a radio frame or
in a half-frame, or may not be the first uplink subframe.
For example, the available uplink subframe may be the
second uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a subframe.
[0070] In addition, the change of the frequency re-
source used by the UE to send the uplink information is
referred to as frequency hopping for sending the uplink
information. That a frequency hopping granularity for
sending the uplink information is 5 x M subframes means
that the frequency resource used to send the uplink in-
formation changes every 5 x M subframes. Each of the
5 x M subframes may be 1 ms. Certainly, a subframe
size in another communications protocol system may be
flexibly configured. If a subframe is 1 ms, the frequency
resource used to send the uplink information changes
every 5 x M ms. For example, M= 1, or M = 2.
[0071] In this embodiment of the present invention, an
information type of the uplink information may be uplink
data, uplink control information UCI, or a random access
preamble. An information type of the first uplink informa-
tion may be the same as an information type of the second
uplink information. This embodiment is applicable to a
change of a frequency resource used by the UE to send
uplink information of a same information type. It should

be noted that an information type of the first uplink infor-
mation may alternatively be different from an information
type of the second uplink information. This embodiment
is further applicable to a change of a frequency resource
used by the UE to send uplink information of different
information types. For example, an LTE uplink physical
channel is an uplink control channel, an uplink shared
channel, or a random access channel. Different uplink
channels are used to carry different uplink information.
The uplink information may include uplink data, uplink
control information (English full name: Uplink control in-
formation, UCI for short in English), or a random access
preamble. For example, the uplink data is carried on a
physical uplink shared channel (English full name: Phys-
ical Uplink Shared Channel, PUSCH for short in English),
the UCI is carried on a physical uplink control channel
PUCCH (English full name: Physical uplink control chan-
nel, PUCCH for short in English) or a PUSCH, or the
random access preamble is carried on a physical random
access channel PRACH (English full name: Physical
Random Access channel, PRACH for short in English).
[0072] From the foregoing descriptions about the ex-
ample of the present invention, it can be learned that, for
the TDD system, in this embodiment of the present in-
vention, a narrowband for uplink information transmis-
sion may be different from a narrowband for uplink infor-
mation transmission that is in a previous radio frame or
half-frame only after a radio frame or a half-frame chang-
es. Therefore, the UE can adjust an uplink information
sending frequency by using a guard period for uplink and
downlink switching, a downlink subframe, or a special
subframe. In this case, no additional subframe needs to
be reserved as an interval subframe. This avoids an un-
necessary uplink information transmission delay, and
avoids an increase in resource scheduling complexity of
a base station. The guard period is an uplink and downlink
switching interval. The UE may switch between different
narrowbands in the guard period. Therefore, no addition-
al interval subframe needs to be allocated to the UE.
[0073] From the descriptions about the present inven-
tion in the foregoing embodiment, it can be learned that
the UE sends the first uplink information on the first fre-
quency resource of the first subframe set, and the UE
sends the second uplink information on the second fre-
quency resource of the second subframe set. The first
frequency resource and the second frequency resource
are frequency resources included in two different narrow-
bands. A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or a half-frame in which a
subframe in the first subframe set is located is different
from a half-frame in which a subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located, and any subframe included in the
first subframe set and any subframe included in the sec-
ond subframe set belong to different half-frames. In this
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embodiment of the present invention, because the first
uplink information and the second uplink information are
respectively sent by using the first subframe set and the
second subframe set that are different, the UE needs to
switch between different narrowbands after sending the
first uplink information. In this embodiment of the present
invention, it is specified that radio frames (or half-frames)
in which subframes in two subframe sets (that is, the first
subframe set and the second subframe set) are located
are different, and any subframe in the first subframe set
and any subframe in the second subframe set belong to
different radio frames (or half-frames). Therefore, in this
embodiment of the present invention, between the sub-
frame in the first subframe set and the subframe in the
second subframe set, there is already an interval in which
the UE does not send uplink information, and the UE can
perform narrowband switching by using the interval be-
tween the subframe in the first subframe set and the sub-
frame in the second subframe set. Completely different
from a prior-art manner in which an additional subframe
is reserved as an interval subframe, this embodiment of
the present invention can avoid an unnecessary uplink
information transmission delay, and avoid an increase in
resource scheduling complexity of a base station.
[0074] The foregoing embodiment describes the uplink
information transmission method implemented on a UE
side. The following describes another uplink information
transmission method implemented on a UE side. Refer-
ring to FIG. 4, an uplink information transmission method
provided in an embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes the following steps:

401. UE sends first uplink information on a first fre-
quency resource of a first subframe set.
402. The UE sends second uplink information on a
second frequency resource of a second subframe
set.

[0075] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands. The last subframe in the first sub-
frame set and a start subframe in the second subframe
set are adjacent subframes.
[0076] The first uplink information is not sent in the last
A time units of the last subframe in the first subframe set,
and/or the second uplink information is not sent in the
first B time units of the start subframe in the second sub-
frame set, where A and B are natural numbers.
[0077] In this embodiment of the present invention, the
UE may send uplink information by using different fre-
quency resources in the two subframe sets separately.
Specifically, in this embodiment of the present invention,
there are the first subframe set and the second subframe
set. Each subframe set may include at least one sub-
frame. For example, there may be only one subframe in
a subframe set, or there may be multiple subframes in a
subframe set. All subframes included in a same subframe
set may belong to a same radio frame, or may belong to

different radio frames. Similarly, all subframes included
in a same subframe set may belong to a same half-frame,
or may belong to different half-frames. This is not limited
in this embodiment of the present invention.
[0078] In this embodiment of the present invention, the
first uplink information is sent by using the first frequency
resource of the first subframe set, and the second uplink
information is sent by using the second frequency re-
source of the second subframe set. In addition, a location
relationship between a subframe in the first subframe set
and a subframe in the second subframe set is described
in detail in this embodiment of the present invention. Sub-
frames in the two subframe sets satisfy the following re-
lationship: The last subframe in the first subframe set and
the start subframe in the second subframe set are adja-
cent subframes. That is, the last subframe in the first
subframe set and the start subframe in the second sub-
frame set are two temporally adjacent subframes. In ad-
dition, in this embodiment of the present invention, it is
further described that the first uplink information is not
sent in the last A time units of the last subframe in the
first subframe set, and/or the second uplink information
is not sent in the first B time units of the start subframe
in the second subframe set. The last subframe in the first
subframe set in this embodiment of the present invention
includes multiple time units. A time unit in this embodi-
ment of the present invention is a component of a sub-
frame. Specifically, the time unit may be a symbol, or
may be Ts. For example, Ts = 1/(15000 3 2048) seconds.
Further, the symbol is an SC-FDMA symbol, or a symbol
in another multiple access mode. Because no uplink in-
formation is sent in the A time units and/or the B time
units, the A time units and/or the B time units are used
to adjust a frequency resource used by the UE to send
uplink information.
[0079] In an implementation of the present invention,
A = 1, and B = 1. An example is described below. There
is one subframe in the first subframe set, there is one
subframe in the second subframe set, a time unit is one
SC-FDMA symbol, and one subframe includes seven
SC-FDMA symbols. Referring to FIG. 5-a, FIG. 5-a is a
schematic diagram of another type of uplink information
transmission according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In FIG. 5-a, UE does not send uplink informa-
tion in two symbols in a shaded part. The two symbols
in the shaded part may be used by the UE to adjust a
frequency.
[0080] In another implementation of the present inven-
tion, A = 2, and B = 0. An example is described below.
There is one subframe in the first subframe set, there is
one subframe in the second subframe set, a time unit is
one SC-FDMA symbol, and one subframe includes sev-
en SC-FDMA symbols. Referring to FIG. 5-b, FIG. 5-b is
a schematic diagram of another type of uplink information
transmission according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In FIG. 5-b, UE does not send uplink informa-
tion in two symbols in a shaded part. The two symbols
in the shaded part may be used by the UE to adjust a
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frequency.
[0081] In another implementation of the present inven-
tion, A = 0, and B = 2. An example is described below.
There is one subframe in the first subframe set, there is
one subframe in the second subframe set, a time unit is
one SC-FDMA symbol, and one subframe includes sev-
en SC-FDMA symbols. Referring to FIG. 5-c, FIG. 5-c is
a schematic diagram of another type of uplink information
transmission according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Uplink information transmission in this imple-
mentation is shown in FIG. 5-c. UE does not send uplink
information in two symbols in a shaded part. The two
symbols in the shaded part are used by the UE to adjust
a frequency.
[0082] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the uplink information transmission method shown in
FIG. 4 and provided in this embodiment of the present
invention is applied to an FDD system. In this embodi-
ment, uplink information or an information type of uplink
information may be uplink data, uplink control informa-
tion, or a random access preamble. An information type
of the first uplink information is the same as an informa-
tion type of the second uplink information. This embodi-
ment is applicable to a change of a frequency resource
used by the UE to send uplink information of a same
information type. It should be noted that an information
type of the first uplink information may alternatively be
different from an information type of the second uplink
information. This embodiment is further applicable to a
change of a frequency resource used by the UE to send
uplink information of different information types.
[0083] When the first uplink information is uplink infor-
mation carried on a physical uplink control channel, the
first uplink information is transmitted in the last subframe
in the first subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format. It should be noted that the
first uplink information is transmitted in another subframe
in the first subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format, or is not transmitted by
using a shortened physical uplink control channel format,
that is, the first uplink information is transmitted by using
a normal physical uplink control channel format.
[0084] In the prior art, the shortened physical uplink
control channel format is applied to a subframe including
a sounding reference signal (English full name: Sounding
Reference Signal, SRS for short in English). In the sub-
frame including the SRS, a physical uplink control chan-
nel in a shortened physical uplink control channel format
is not mapped to the last SC-FDMA symbol in the sub-
frame. For the physical uplink control channel in the short-
ened physical uplink control channel format, when the
format of the physical uplink control channel is 1, 1a, or
1b, in the first timeslot of the subframe, an orthogonal
sequence used for the physical uplink control channel

has a length of  and in the second timeslot

of the subframe, an orthogonal sequence used for the
physical uplink control channel has a length of

 

[0085] For a physical uplink control channel in the nor-
mal physical uplink control channel format, in the first
timeslot of a subframe, an orthogonal sequence used for
the physical uplink control channel has a length of

 and in the second timeslot of the sub-

frame, an orthogonal sequence used for the physical up-

link control channel has a length of 

where R is a positive integer, and particularly, R = 4.
[0086] Specifically, that the first uplink information is
transmitted in a subframe in the first subframe set by
using a shortened physical uplink control channel format
includes: in the first timeslot of the subframe, an orthog-
onal sequence used for the physical uplink control chan-
nel in the shortened physical uplink control channel for-

mat has a length of  and in the second

timeslot of the subframe, an orthogonal sequence used
for the physical uplink control channel in the shortened
physical uplink control channel format has a length of

 where P and Q are positive integers, and

P > Q. For example, P = 4, and Q = 3. For example, the
shortened physical uplink control channel format used
for the first uplink information in the subframe in the first
subframe set is the same as a prior-art shortened phys-
ical uplink control channel format.
[0087] When the second uplink information is uplink
information carried on a physical uplink control channel,
the second uplink information is transmitted in a start
subframe in the second subframe set by using a short-
ened physical uplink control channel format. It should be
noted that the second uplink information is transmitted
in another subframe in the second subframe set by using
a shortened physical uplink control channel format, or is
not transmitted by using a shortened physical uplink con-
trol channel format, that is, the second uplink information
is transmitted by using a normal physical uplink control
channel format.
[0088] Specifically, that the second uplink information
is transmitted in a subframe in the second subframe set
by using a shortened physical uplink control channel for-
mat includes: in the first timeslot of the subframe, an or-
thogonal sequence used for the physical uplink control
channel in the shortened physical uplink control channel

format has a length of  and in the second

timeslot of the subframe, an orthogonal sequence used
for the physical uplink control channel in the shortened
physical uplink control channel format has a length of

 where P and Q are positive integers,

and P > Q. For example, P = 4, and Q = 3. Particularly,
the shortened physical uplink control channel format
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used for the first uplink information in the subframe in the
first subframe set is different from a prior-art shortened
physical uplink control channel format.
[0089] Next, referring to FIG. 5-d, FIG. 5-d is a sche-
matic diagram of another type of uplink information trans-
mission according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. In an example in which there is one subframe in
the first subframe set, there is one subframe in the second
subframe set, a time unit is one SC-FDMA symbol, and
one subframe includes seven SC-FDMA symbols, the
first uplink information is transmitted in the last subframe
in the first subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format, and the second uplink in-
formation is transmitted in a start subframe in the second
subframe set by using a shortened physical uplink control
channel format.
[0090] Particularly, when the first uplink information is
a random access preamble, B = 0. The second uplink
information starts to be sent in the first time unit of the
start subframe in the second subframe set. Particularly,
a format of the random access preamble is one of formats
1 to 3. Because a guard period in the last subframe of
one or more subframes used to transmit a random access
preamble in one of formats 1 to 3 is greater than a time
length of two SC-FDMA symbols, no guard time used by
the UE to adjust a frequency needs to be reserved in the
start subframe in the second subframe set. The UE may
adjust a frequency by using the guard period in the sub-
frame used to transmit the random access preamble in
one of formats 1 to 3.
[0091] Alternatively, particularly, when the first uplink
information is a random access preamble, A = 0. Sending
of the first uplink information ends after the last time unit
of the last subframe in the first subframe set (or a time
occupied for transmitting the random access preamble
in the last subframe) elapses.
[0092] Alternatively, particularly, when the first uplink
information is a random access preamble, a format of
the random access preamble is a format 0, A = 1, and B
= 1. A guard period in a subframe used to transmit the
random access preamble in the format 0 is less than a
time length of two SC-FDMA symbols. Therefore, the first
uplink information is not sent in the last time unit of the
last subframe in the first subframe set, and the second
uplink information is not sent in the first time unit of the
start subframe in the second subframe set. The two time
units are used as guard times for the UE to adjust a fre-
quency.
[0093] In this embodiment of the present invention, on-
ly the last A time units of the last subframe in the first
subframe set and/or the first B time units of the start sub-
frame in the second subframe set are used in this em-
bodiment of the present invention to adjust a frequency
of UE, so that a time used to adjust a frequency is a
maximum value of a frequency adjustment time required
by the UE. In this case, no additional subframe needs to
be reserved as an interval subframe. This avoids an un-
necessary uplink information transmission delay, and

avoids an increase in resource scheduling complexity of
a base station. Further, in this embodiment of the present
invention, the first uplink information and the second up-
link information are two pieces of uplink information car-
ried on a physical uplink control channel. The uplink in-
formation is transmitted by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format. Particularly, a length of an
orthogonal sequence used for the physical uplink control
channel in the shortened physical uplink control channel
format is the same as that in the prior art. This helps
ensure orthogonality of orthogonal sequences used for
different PUCCHs, and ensures transmission perform-
ance of uplink information carried on a PUCCH.
[0094] In some embodiments of the present invention,
when a frequency resource of a PUSCH and a frequency
resource of a PUCCH are not in one narrowband, and
multiple subframes to be used to transmit uplink data
overlap with multiple subframes to be used to transmit
uplink control information (English full name: Uplink Con-
trol Information, UCI for short in English) (the UCI in-
cludes hybrid automatic retransmission request feed-
back information (English full name: Hybrid automatic
retransmission request, HARQ for short in English)), the
uplink information transmission method provided in this
embodiment of the inventive solution includes the follow-
ing:
If a start subframe to be used to transmit the uplink data
is before a start subframe to be used to transmit the UCI,
and an end subframe to be used to transmit the uplink
data is after the start subframe to be used to transmit the
UCI, the UCI is carried on a PUSCH, and the UCI is not
transmitted when the uplink data is uplink data in a ran-
dom access process; or the UCI is not transmitted; or the
UCI is carried on a PUCCH, and the UCI is not transmitted
in an overlapping subframe, a subframe after the over-
lapping subframe, or C time units after the overlapping
subframe, where C is a natural number. Referring to FIG.
6-a, FIG. 6-a is a schematic diagram of a processing
procedure in which multiple subframes to be used to
transmit uplink data overlap with multiple subframes to
be used to transmit UCI according to an embodiment of
the present invention. n1 to n1 + NRep1 are used to trans-
mit uplink scheduling information, n2 to n2 + NRep2 are
used to transmit downlink scheduling information, n4 to
n4 + NRep4 are used to transmit downlink data, n3 to n3
+ NRep3 are used to transmit uplink data, and n5 to n5
+ NRep5 are used to transmit UCI.
[0095] If a start subframe to be used to transmit the
UCI is before a start subframe to be used to transmit the
uplink data, and an end subframe to be used to transmit
the UCI is after the start subframe to be used to transmit
the uplink data, the UCI is carried on a PUCCH, and the
uplink data is not transmitted in an overlapping subframe,
a subframe after the overlapping subframe, or C time
units after the overlapping subframe; or the uplink data
is not transmitted. Referring to FIG. 6-b, FIG. 6-b is a
schematic diagram of another processing procedure in
which multiple subframes to be used to transmit uplink
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data overlap with multiple subframes to be used to trans-
mit UCI according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. n1 to n1 + NRep1 are used to transmit uplink
scheduling information, n2 to n2 + NRep2 are used to
transmit downlink scheduling information, n4 to n4 +
NRep4 are used to transmit downlink data, n3 to n3 +
NRep3 are used to transmit UCI, and n5 to n5 + NRep5
are used to transmit uplink data.
[0096] Alternatively, if a start subframe to be used to
transmit UCI is before a start subframe to be used to
transmit uplink data, and an end subframe to be used to
transmit the UCI is after the start subframe to be used to
transmit the uplink data, the UCI is carried on a PUCCH,
and the UCI is not transmitted in an overlapping sub-
frame, a subframe before the overlapping subframe, or
C time units before the overlapping subframe. Referring
to FIG. 6-c, FIG. 6-c is a schematic diagram of another
processing procedure in which multiple subframes to be
used to transmit uplink data overlap with multiple sub-
frames to be used to transmit UCI according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention. n1 to n1 + NRep1 are
used to transmit uplink scheduling information, n2 to n2
+ NRep2 are used to transmit downlink scheduling infor-
mation, n4 to n4 + NRep4 are used to transmit downlink
data, n3 to n3 + NRep3 are used to transmit UCI, and n5
to n5 + NRep5 are used to transmit uplink data.
[0097] When multiple subframes to be used to transmit
a random access preamble overlap with multiple sub-
frames to be used to transmit the uplink data/UCI, the
uplink information transmission method provided in this
embodiment of the inventive solution includes:
[0098] If a start subframe to be used to transmit the
random access preamble is before a start subframe to
be used to transmit the uplink data/UCI, and an end sub-
frame to be used to transmit the random access preamble
is after the start subframe to be used to transmit the uplink
data/UCI, the uplink data/UCI is not transmitted in an
overlapping subframe, a subframe after the overlapping
subframe, or C time units after the overlapping subframe;
or the uplink data/UCI is not transmitted; or the uplink
data/UCI is not transmitted in an overlapping subframe.
[0099] If a start subframe to be used to transmit the
uplink data/UCI is before a start subframe to be used to
transmit the random access preamble, and an end sub-
frame to be used to transmit the uplink data/UCI is after
the start subframe to be used to transmit the random
access preamble, the uplink data/UCI is not transmitted
in an overlapping subframe, a subframe before the over-
lapping subframe, or C time units before the overlapping
subframe; or the uplink data/UCI is not transmitted.
[0100] In this embodiment, for a meaning of a time unit,
refer to Embodiment 2. C is a natural number. Particu-
larly, C = 1, and a time unit is one symbol. The subframe
or the C time units that are after the overlapping subframe
are temporally adjacent to the overlapping subframe. The
subframe or the C time units that are before the overlap-
ping subframe are temporally adjacent to the overlapping
subframe.

[0101] According to this embodiment of the present in-
vention, the UE is capable of transmitting uplink informa-
tion according to a predefined priority when different up-
link information cannot be simultaneously transmitted in
subframes to be used to transmit the uplink information.
This ensures transmission performance of uplink infor-
mation with a high priority.
[0102] According to this embodiment of the present in-
vention, the UE is capable of transmitting uplink informa-
tion according to a predefined priority when different up-
link information cannot be simultaneously transmitted in
subframes to be used to transmit the uplink information.
This ensures transmission performance of uplink infor-
mation with a high priority.
[0103] The foregoing embodiments describe the uplink
information transmission method on the UE side. The
following describes an uplink information transmission
method from a peer end (a base station) of UE according
to the present invention. Referring to FIG. 7, the uplink
information transmission method provided in another
embodiment of the present invention may include the fol-
lowing steps:

701. A base station receives first uplink information
on a first frequency resource of a first subframe set.
702. The base station receives second uplink infor-
mation on a second frequency resource of a second
subframe set.

[0104] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands.
[0105] A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe set
is located is different from a half-frame in which a sub-
frame in the second subframe set is located, and any
subframe included in the first subframe set and any sub-
frame included in the second subframe set belong to dif-
ferent half-frames.
[0106] In this embodiment of the present invention, the
base station may receive uplink information received by
the base station by using different frequency resources
in the two subframe sets separately. Specifically, in this
embodiment of the present invention, there are the first
subframe set and the second subframe set. Each sub-
frame set may include at least one subframe. For exam-
ple, there may be only one subframe in a subframe set,
or there may be multiple subframes in a subframe set.
All subframes included in a same subframe set may be-
long to a same radio frame, or may belong to different
radio frames. Similarly, all subframes included in a same
subframe set may belong to a same half-frame, or may
belong to different half-frames. This is not limited in this
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embodiment of the present invention.
[0107] In this embodiment of the present invention, the
first uplink information is received by using the first fre-
quency resource of the first subframe set, and the second
uplink information is received by using the second fre-
quency resource of the second subframe set. In addition,
a location relationship between a subframe in the first
subframe set and a subframe in the second subframe
set is described in detail in this embodiment of the present
invention. Subframes in the two subframe sets satisfy
the following relationships: (1) A radio frame (or a half-
frame) in which a subframe in the first subframe set is
located is different from a radio frame (or a half-frame)
in which a subframe in the second subframe set is locat-
ed. (2) Any subframe included in the first subframe set
and any subframe included in the second subframe set
belong to different radio frames (or half-frames).
[0108] In this embodiment of the present invention, on-
ly after a radio frame or a half-frame changes, a narrow-
band in which a frequency resource used by the base
station to receive uplink information is located may be
different from a narrowband in which a frequency re-
source, in a previous radio frame or half-frame, used by
the base station to receive uplink information is located.
It should be noted that, after a radio frame or a half-frame
changes, a narrowband in which a frequency resource
used by the base station to receive uplink information is
located may alternatively be the same as a narrowband
in which a frequency resource, in a previous radio frame
or half-frame, used by the base station to receive uplink
information is located. In all subframes of a radio frame
or a half-frame, all narrowbands in which frequency re-
sources used by the base station to receive uplink infor-
mation are located are the same. The narrowband means
that one or more frequency resources are included in a
frequency domain. The frequency resource may be a
subcarrier, or may be a frequency resource occupied by
a PRB.
[0109] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first subframe
set is located and a radio frame in which a subframe in
the second subframe set is located are adjacent different
radio frames, or a half-frame in which a subframe in the
first subframe set is located and a half-frame in which a
subframe in the second subframe set is located are ad-
jacent different half-frames.
[0110] It should be noted that a subframe in the first
subframe set or a subframe in the second subframe set
may be located in one radio frame, or may be located in
multiple radio frames. A subframe in the first subframe
set or a subframe in the second subframe set may be
located in one half-frame, or may be located in multiple
half-frames.
[0111] If a subframe in the first subframe set is located
in multiple radio frames and/or a subframe in the second
subframe set is located in multiple radio frames, a radio
frame included in the radio frames in which the subframe
in the first subframe set is located and a radio frame in

the radio frames in which the subframe in the second
subframe set is located are two adjacent different radio
frames.
[0112] If a subframe in the first subframe set is located
in multiple half-frames and/or a subframe in the second
subframe set is located in multiple half-frames, a half-
frame included in the half-frames in which the subframe
in the first subframe set is located and a half-frame in the
half-frames in which the subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located are two adjacent different half-
frames.
[0113] That is, a narrowband in which a frequency re-
source used by the UE to send uplink information in a
current radio frame is located is different from a narrow-
band in which a frequency resource used by the UE to
send uplink information in an adjacent radio frame before
the current radio frame (or after the current radio frame)
is located. Alternatively, a narrowband in which a fre-
quency resource used by the UE to send uplink informa-
tion in a current half-frame is located is different from a
narrowband in which a frequency resource used by the
UE to send uplink information in an adjacent half-frame
before (or after) the current half-frame is located.
[0114] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the uplink information transmission method provided in
this embodiment of the present invention is applied to a
TDD system. There is only a downlink subframe and/or
a special subframe between the first subframe set and
the second subframe set that are in the time division du-
plex TDD system. For the TDD system, there is only the
downlink subframe and/or the special subframe between
the first subframe set and the second subframe set. There
is no uplink subframe between the first subframe set and
the second subframe set. Therefore, the UE can adjust,
by using a time of the downlink subframe and/or the spe-
cial subframe, an operating frequency for sending uplink
information, that is, adjusting a frequency resource for
sending uplink information from the first frequency re-
source to the second frequency resource.
[0115] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a start subframe for sending the first uplink information
on the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information or the second uplink information is 5 x M
subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive integer.
[0116] When the frequency resource used by the base
station to receive uplink information changes, a start sub-
frame used by the base station to send uplink information
by using a changed frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame.
For example, a change of the frequency resource used
by the base station to receive the uplink information is a
change from the first frequency resource to the second
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frequency resource. In this case, the start subframe for
sending the second uplink information on the second fre-
quency resource is the first available uplink subframe in
a radio frame or in a half-frame. For example, a change
of the frequency resource used by the base station to
receive the uplink information is a change from the sec-
ond frequency resource to the first frequency resource.
In this case, the start subframe for sending the first uplink
information on the first frequency resource is the first
available uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-
frame. For example, a change of the frequency resource
used by the base station to receive the uplink information
includes both a change from the first frequency resource
to the second frequency resource and a change from the
second frequency resource to the first frequency re-
source. In this case, the start subframe for sending the
first uplink information on the first frequency resource is
the first available uplink subframe in a radio frame or in
a half-frame, and the start subframe for sending the sec-
ond uplink information on the second frequency resource
is the first available uplink subframe in a radio frame or
in a half-frame. It should be noted that the start subframe
used by the base station to receive the uplink information
may be any available uplink subframe in a radio frame
or in a half-frame. The available uplink subframe is an
uplink subframe that can be used to transmit uplink in-
formation. Specific implementation of an available uplink
subframe needs to be determined with reference to an
application scenario. The available uplink subframe may
be generally the first uplink subframe in a radio frame or
in a half-frame, or may not be the first uplink subframe.
The available uplink subframe may be the second uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a subframe.
[0117] In this embodiment of the present invention, that
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the uplink
information is 5 x M subframes means that the frequency
resource used to send the uplink information changes
every 5 x M subframes. Each of the 5 x M subframes
may be 1 ms. Certainly, a subframe size in another com-
munications protocol system may be flexibly configured.
If a subframe is 1 ms, the frequency resource used to
send the uplink information changes every 5 x M ms. For
example, M = 1, or M = 2.
[0118] In this embodiment of the present invention, an
information type of the uplink information may be uplink
data, uplink control information UCI, or a random access
preamble. An information type of the first uplink informa-
tion is the same as an information type of the second
uplink information. This embodiment is applicable to a
change of a frequency resource used by the base station
to receive uplink information of a same information type.
It should be noted that an information type of the first
uplink information may alternatively be different from an
information type of the second uplink information. This
embodiment is further applicable to a change of a fre-
quency resource used by the base station to receive up-
link information of different information types.
[0119] From the foregoing descriptions about the ex-

ample of the present invention, it can be learned that, for
the TDD system, the UE needs to perform uplink and
downlink switching in each half-frame or each radio
frame, and frequencies for sending uplink and downlink
information are different. In this embodiment of the
present invention, a narrowband for uplink information
transmission may be different from a narrowband for up-
link information transmission that is in a previous radio
frame or half-frame only after a radio frame or a half-
frame changes. Therefore, the UE can adjust an uplink
information sending frequency by using a guard period
for uplink and downlink switching, a downlink subframe,
or a special subframe. The base station does not need
to receive, in the guard period for uplink and downlink
switching, the uplink information sent by the UE, and the
UE performs narrowband switching by using the guard
period for uplink and downlink switching. In this case, no
additional subframe needs to be reserved as an interval
subframe. This avoids an unnecessary uplink information
transmission delay, and avoids an increase in resource
scheduling complexity of a base station. The guard pe-
riod is an uplink and downlink switching interval. The UE
may switch between different narrowbands in the guard
period. Therefore, no additional interval subframe needs
to be allocated to the UE.
[0120] From the descriptions about the present inven-
tion in the foregoing embodiment, it can be learned that
the base station receives the first uplink information on
the first frequency resource of the first subframe set, and
the base station receives the second uplink information
on the second frequency resource of the second sub-
frame set. The first frequency resource and the second
frequency resource are frequency resources included in
two different narrowbands. A radio frame in which a sub-
frame in the first subframe set is located is different from
a radio frame in which a subframe in the second subframe
set is located, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second sub-
frame set belong to different radio frames; or a half-frame
in which a subframe in the first subframe set is located
is different from a half-frame in which a subframe in the
second subframe set is located, and any subframe in-
cluded in the first subframe set and any subframe includ-
ed in the second subframe set belong to different half-
frames. In this embodiment of the present invention, be-
cause the first uplink information and the second uplink
information are respectively sent by using the first sub-
frame set and the second subframe set that are different,
the base station needs to switch between different nar-
rowbands after receiving the first uplink information. In
this embodiment of the present invention, it is specified
that radio frames (or half-frames) in which subframes in
two subframe sets (that is, the first subframe set and the
second subframe set) are located are different, and any
subframe in the first subframe set and any subframe in
the second subframe set belong to different radio frames
(or half-frames). Therefore, in this embodiment of the
present invention, between the subframe in the first sub-
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frame set and the subframe in the second subframe set,
there is already an interval in which the UE does not send
uplink information, and the UE can perform narrowband
switching by using the interval between the subframe in
the first subframe set and the subframe in the second
subframe set. Completely different from a prior-art man-
ner in which an additional subframe is reserved as an
interval subframe, this embodiment of the present inven-
tion can avoid an unnecessary uplink information trans-
mission delay, and avoid an increase in resource sched-
uling complexity of a base station.
[0121] The foregoing embodiment describes the uplink
information transmission method implemented on a base
station side. The following describes another uplink in-
formation transmission method implemented on a base
station side. Referring to FIG. 8, the uplink information
transmission method provided in an embodiment of the
present invention includes the following steps:

801. A base station receives first uplink information
on a first frequency resource of a first subframe set.
802. The base station receives second uplink infor-
mation on a second frequency resource of a second
subframe set.

[0122] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first
subframe set and a start subframe in the second sub-
frame set are adjacent subframes.
[0123] The first uplink information is not received in the
last A time units of the last subframe in the first subframe
set, and/or the second uplink information is not received
in the first B time units of the start subframe in the second
subframe set, where A and B are natural numbers.
[0124] In this embodiment of the present invention, the
base station may receive uplink information by using dif-
ferent frequency resources in the two subframe sets sep-
arately. Specifically, in this embodiment of the present
invention, there are the first subframe set and the second
subframe set. Each subframe set may include at least
one subframe. For example, there may be only one sub-
frame in a subframe set, or there may be multiple sub-
frames in a subframe set. All subframes included in a
same subframe set may belong to a same radio frame,
or may belong to different radio frames. Similarly, all sub-
frames included in a same subframe set may belong to
a same half-frame, or may belong to different half-frames.
This is not limited in this embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0125] In this embodiment of the present invention, the
first uplink information is received by using the first fre-
quency resource of the first subframe set, and the second
uplink information is received by using the second fre-
quency resource of the second subframe set. In addition,
a location relationship between a subframe in the first
subframe set and a subframe in the second subframe
set is described in detail in this embodiment of the present

invention. Subframes in the two subframe sets satisfy
the following relationship: The last subframe in the first
subframe set and the start subframe in the second sub-
frame set are adjacent subframes. That is, the last sub-
frame in the first subframe set and the start subframe in
the second subframe set are two temporally adjacent
subframes. In addition, in this embodiment of the present
invention, it is further described that the first uplink infor-
mation is not received in the last A time units of the last
subframe in the first subframe set, and/or the second
uplink information is not received in the first B time units
of the start subframe in the second subframe set. The
last subframe in the first subframe set in this embodiment
of the present invention includes multiple time units. A
time unit in this embodiment of the present invention is
a component of a subframe. Specifically, the time unit
may be a symbol, or may be Ts. Ts = 1/(15000 3 2048)
seconds. Further, the symbol is an SC-FDMA symbol, or
a symbol in another multiple access mode. Because no
uplink information is sent in the A time units and/or the
B time units, the A time units and/or the B time units are
used to adjust a frequency resource used by the UE to
send uplink information.
[0126] In an implementation of the present invention,
A = 1, and B = 1. An example is described below. There
is one subframe in the first subframe set, there is one
subframe in the second subframe set, a time unit is one
SC-FDMA symbol, and one subframe includes seven
SC-FDMA symbols. Referring to FIG. 5-a, FIG. 5-a is a
schematic diagram of another type of uplink information
transmission according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In FIG. 5-a, the base station does not receive
uplink information in two symbols in a shaded part. The
two symbols in the shaded part may be used by the UE
to adjust a frequency.
[0127] In another implementation of the present inven-
tion, A = 2, and B = 0. An example is described below.
There is one subframe in the first subframe set, there is
one subframe in the second subframe set, a time unit is
one SC-FDMA symbol, and one subframe includes sev-
en SC-FDMA symbols. Referring to FIG. 5-b, FIG. 5-b is
a schematic diagram of another type of uplink information
transmission according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In FIG. 5-b, the base station does not receive
uplink information in two symbols in a shaded part. The
two symbols in the shaded part may be used by the UE
to adjust a frequency.
[0128] In another implementation of the present inven-
tion, A = 0, and B = 2. An example is described below.
There is one subframe in the first subframe set, there is
one subframe in the second subframe set, a time unit is
one SC-FDMA symbol, and one subframe includes sev-
en SC-FDMA symbols. Referring to FIG. 5-c, FIG. 5-c is
a schematic diagram of another type of uplink information
transmission according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Uplink information transmission in this imple-
mentation is shown in FIG. 5-c. The base station does
not receive uplink information in two symbols in a shaded
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part. The two symbols in the shaded part are used by the
UE to adjust a frequency.
[0129] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the uplink information transmission method shown in
FIG. 8 and provided in this embodiment of the present
invention is applied to an FDD system. In this embodi-
ment, uplink information or an information type of uplink
information may be uplink data, uplink control information
UCI, or a random access preamble. An information type
of the first uplink information is the same as an informa-
tion type of the second uplink information. This embodi-
ment is applicable to a change of a frequency resource
used by the base station to receive uplink information of
a same information type. It should be noted that an in-
formation type of the first uplink information may alterna-
tively be different from an information type of the second
uplink information. This embodiment is further applicable
to a change of a frequency resource used by the base
station to receive uplink information of different informa-
tion types.
[0130] When the first uplink information is uplink infor-
mation carried on a physical uplink control channel, the
first uplink information is transmitted in the last subframe
in the first subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format. It should be noted that the
first uplink information is transmitted in another subframe
in the first subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format, or is not transmitted by
using a shortened physical uplink control channel format,
that is, the first uplink information is transmitted by using
a normal physical uplink control channel format.
[0131] In the prior art, the shortened physical uplink
control channel format is applied to a subframe including
an SRS. In the subframe including the SRS, a physical
uplink control channel in a shortened physical uplink con-
trol channel format is not mapped to the last SC-FDMA
symbol in the subframe. For the physical uplink control
channel in the shortened physical uplink control channel
format, when the format of the physical uplink control
channel is 1, 1a, or lb, in the first timeslot of the subframe,
an orthogonal sequence used for the physical uplink con-

trol channel has a length of  and in the sec-

ond timeslot of the subframe, an orthogonal sequence
used for the physical uplink control channel has a length

of  

[0132] For a physical uplink control channel in the nor-
mal physical uplink control channel format, in the first
timeslot of a subframe, an orthogonal sequence used for
the physical uplink control channel has a length of

 and in the second timeslot of the sub-

frame, an orthogonal sequence used for the physical up-

link control channel has a length of 

where R is a positive integer, and particularly, R = 4.

[0133] Specifically, that the first uplink information is
transmitted in a subframe in the first subframe set by
using a shortened physical uplink control channel format
includes: in the first timeslot of the subframe, an orthog-
onal sequence used for the physical uplink control chan-
nel in the shortened physical uplink control channel for-

mat has a length of  and in the second

timeslot of the subframe, an orthogonal sequence used
for the physical uplink control channel in the shortened
physical uplink control channel format has a length of

 where P and Q are positive integers, and

P > Q. For example, P = 4, and Q = 3. The shortened
physical uplink control channel format used for the first
uplink information in the subframe in the first subframe
set is the same as a prior-art shortened physical uplink
control channel format.
[0134] When the second uplink information is uplink
information carried on a physical uplink control channel,
the second uplink information is transmitted in a start
subframe in the second subframe set by using a short-
ened physical uplink control channel format. It should be
noted that the second uplink information is transmitted
in another subframe in the second subframe set by using
a shortened physical uplink control channel format, or is
not transmitted by using a shortened physical uplink con-
trol channel format, that is, the second uplink information
is transmitted by using a normal physical uplink control
channel format.
[0135] Specifically, that the second uplink information
is transmitted in a subframe in the second subframe set
by using a shortened physical uplink control channel for-
mat includes: in the first timeslot of the subframe, an or-
thogonal sequence used for the physical uplink control
channel in the shortened physical uplink control channel

format has a length of  and in the second

timeslot of the subframe, an orthogonal sequence used
for the physical uplink control channel in the shortened
physical uplink control channel format has a length of

 where P and Q are positive integers,

and P > Q. For example, P = 4, and Q = 3. The shortened
physical uplink control channel format used for the first
uplink information in the subframe in the first subframe
set is different from a prior-art shortened physical uplink
control channel format.
[0136] Next, referring to FIG. 5-d, FIG. 5-d is a sche-
matic diagram of another type of uplink information trans-
mission according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. In an example in which there is one subframe in
the first subframe set, there is one subframe in the second
subframe set, a time unit is one SC-FDMA symbol, and
one subframe includes seven SC-FDMA symbols, the
first uplink information is transmitted in the last subframe
in the first subframe set by using a shortened physical
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uplink control channel format, and the second uplink in-
formation is transmitted in a start subframe in the second
subframe set by using a shortened physical uplink control
channel format.
[0137] Particularly, when the first uplink information is
a random access preamble, B = 0. The second uplink
information starts to be sent in the first time unit of the
start subframe in the second subframe set. Particularly,
a format of the random access preamble is one of formats
1 to 3. Because a guard period in the last subframe of
one or more subframes used to transmit a random access
preamble in one of formats 1 to 3 is greater than a time
length of two SC-FDMA symbols, no guard time used by
the UE to adjust a frequency needs to be reserved in the
start subframe in the second subframe set. The UE may
adjust a frequency by using the guard period in the sub-
frame used to transmit the random access preamble in
one of formats 1 to 3.
[0138] Alternatively, particularly, when the first uplink
information is a random access preamble, A = 0. Sending
of the first uplink information ends after the last time unit
of the last subframe in the first subframe set elapses.
[0139] Alternatively, particularly, when the first uplink
information is a random access preamble, a format of
the random access preamble is a format 0, A = 1, and B
= 1. A guard period in a subframe used to transmit the
random access preamble in the format 0 is less than a
time length of two SC-FDMA symbols. Therefore, the first
uplink information is not sent in the last time unit of the
last subframe in the first subframe set, and the second
uplink information is not sent in the first time unit of the
start subframe in the second subframe set. The two time
units are used as guard times for the UE to adjust a fre-
quency.
[0140] In this embodiment of the present invention, on-
ly the last A time units of the last subframe in a subframe
set and/or the first B time units of the start subframe in
the second subframe set are used in this embodiment of
the present invention to adjust a frequency of UE, so that
a time used to adjust a frequency is a maximum value of
a frequency adjustment time required by the UE. In this
case, no additional subframe needs to be reserved as
an interval subframe. This avoids an unnecessary uplink
information transmission delay, and avoids an increase
in resource scheduling complexity of a base station. Fur-
ther, in this embodiment of the present invention, the first
uplink information and the second uplink information are
two pieces of uplink information carried on a physical
uplink control channel. The uplink information is trans-
mitted by using a shortened physical uplink control chan-
nel format. A length of an orthogonal sequence used for
the physical uplink control channel in the shortened phys-
ical uplink control channel format is the same as that in
the prior art. This helps ensure orthogonality of orthogo-
nal sequences used for different PUCCHs, and ensures
transmission performance of uplink information carried
on a PUCCH.
[0141] It should be noted that, for ease of description,

each of the foregoing method embodiments is described
as a combination of a series of actions; however, persons
skilled in the art should understand that, because some
steps may be performed in another sequence or simul-
taneously according to the present invention, the present
invention is not limited by the described action sequence.
In addition, persons skilled in the art should also under-
stand that all the embodiments described in this specifi-
cation are preferred embodiments, and the included ac-
tions and modules are not necessarily mandatory to the
present invention.
[0142] To better implement the foregoing solutions in
the embodiments of the present invention, the following
further provides related apparatuses for implementing
the foregoing solutions.
[0143] Referring to FIG. 9, UE 900 provided in an em-
bodiment of the present invention may include a first
sending module 901 and a second sending module 902.
[0144] The first sending module 901 is configured to
send first uplink information on a first frequency resource
of a first subframe set.
[0145] The second sending module 902 is configured
to send second uplink information on a second frequency
resource of a second subframe set.
[0146] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands.
[0147] A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe set
is located is different from a half-frame in which a sub-
frame in the second subframe set is located, and any
subframe included in the first subframe set and any sub-
frame included in the second subframe set belong to dif-
ferent half-frames.
[0148] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the radio frame in which the subframe in the first subframe
set is located and the radio frame in which the subframe
in the second subframe set is located are adjacent dif-
ferent radio frames, or the half-frame in which the sub-
frame in the first subframe set is located and the half-
frame in which the subframe in the second subframe set
is located are adjacent different half-frames.
[0149] In some embodiments of the present invention,
there is only a downlink subframe and/or a special sub-
frame between the first subframe set and the second
subframe set that are in a time division duplex TDD sys-
tem.
[0150] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a start subframe for sending the first uplink information
on the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
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able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information and/or the second uplink information is
5 x M subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive
integer.
[0151] In some embodiments of the present invention,
an information type of the first uplink information is the
same as an information type of the second uplink infor-
mation.
[0152] From the descriptions about the present inven-
tion in the foregoing embodiment, it can be learned that
the UE sends the first uplink information on the first fre-
quency resource of the first subframe set, and the UE
sends the second uplink information on the second fre-
quency resource of the second subframe set. The first
frequency resource and the second frequency resource
are frequency resources included in two different narrow-
bands. A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or a half-frame in which a
subframe in the first subframe set is located is different
from a half-frame in which a subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located, and any subframe included in the
first subframe set and any subframe included in the sec-
ond subframe set belong to different half-frames. In this
embodiment of the present invention, because the first
uplink information and the second uplink information are
respectively sent by using the first subframe set and the
second subframe set that are different, the UE needs to
switch between different narrowbands after sending the
first uplink information. In this embodiment of the present
invention, it is specified that radio frames (or half-frames)
in which subframes in two subframe sets (that is, the first
subframe set and the second subframe set) are located
are different, and any subframe in the first subframe set
and any subframe in the second subframe set belong to
different radio frames (or half-frames). Therefore, in this
embodiment of the present invention, between the sub-
frame in the first subframe set and the subframe in the
second subframe set, there is already an interval in which
the UE does not send uplink information, and the UE can
perform narrowband switching by using the interval be-
tween the subframe in the first subframe set and the sub-
frame in the second subframe set. Completely different
from a prior-art manner in which an additional subframe
is reserved as an interval subframe, this embodiment of
the present invention can avoid an unnecessary uplink
information transmission delay, and avoid an increase in
resource scheduling complexity of a base station.
[0153] Referring to FIG. 10, UE 1000 provided in an
embodiment of the present invention may include a first
sending module 1001 and a second sending module
1002.
[0154] The first sending module 1001 is configured to

send first uplink information on a first frequency resource
of a first subframe set.
[0155] The second sending module 1002 is configured
to send second uplink information on a second frequency
resource of a second subframe set.
[0156] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first
subframe set and a start subframe in the second sub-
frame set are adjacent subframes.
[0157] The first uplink information is not sent in the last
A time units of the last subframe in the first subframe set,
and/or the second uplink information is not sent in the
first B time units of the start subframe in the second sub-
frame set, where A and B are natural numbers.
[0158] In some embodiments of the present invention,
A = 1, and B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

[0159] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the first uplink information and the second uplink infor-
mation are two pieces of uplink information carried on a
physical uplink control channel, the first uplink informa-
tion is transmitted in the last subframe in the first sub-
frame set by using a shortened physical uplink control
channel format, and the second uplink information is
transmitted in the start subframe in the second subframe
set by using a shortened physical uplink control channel
format.
[0160] In some embodiments of the present invention,
when the first uplink information is a random access pre-
amble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random access
preamble, A = 0.
[0161] In this embodiment of the present invention, on-
ly the last A time units of the last subframe in the first
subframe set and/or the first B time units of the start sub-
frame in the second subframe set are used in this em-
bodiment of the present invention to adjust a frequency
of UE, so that a time used to adjust a frequency is a
maximum value of a frequency adjustment time required
by the UE. In this case, no additional subframe needs to
be reserved as an interval subframe. This avoids an un-
necessary uplink information transmission delay, and
avoids an increase in resource scheduling complexity of
a base station. Further, in this embodiment of the present
invention, the first uplink information and the second up-
link information are two pieces of uplink information car-
ried on a physical uplink control channel. The uplink in-
formation is transmitted by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format. Particularly, a length of an
orthogonal sequence used for the physical uplink control
channel in the shortened physical uplink control channel
format is the same as that in the prior art. This helps
ensure orthogonality of orthogonal sequences used for
different PUCCHs, and ensures transmission perform-
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ance of uplink information carried on a PUCCH.
[0162] Referring to FIG. 11, a base station 1100 pro-
vided in an embodiment of the present invention may
include a first receiving module 1101 and a second re-
ceiving module 1102.
[0163] The first receiving module 1101 is configured
to receive first uplink information on a first frequency re-
source of a first subframe set.
[0164] The second receiving module 1102 is config-
ured to receive second uplink information on a second
frequency resource of a second subframe set.
[0165] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands.
[0166] A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe set
is located is different from a half-frame in which a sub-
frame in the second subframe set is located, and any
subframe included in the first subframe set and any sub-
frame included in the second subframe set belong to dif-
ferent half-frames.
[0167] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the radio frame in which the subframe in the first subframe
set is located and the radio frame in which the subframe
in the second subframe set is located are adjacent dif-
ferent radio frames, or the half-frame in which the sub-
frame in the first subframe set is located and the half-
frame in which the subframe in the second subframe set
is located are adjacent different half-frames.
[0168] In some embodiments of the present invention,
there is only a downlink subframe and/or a special sub-
frame between the first subframe set and the second
subframe set that are in a time division duplex TDD sys-
tem.
[0169] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a start subframe for sending the first uplink information
on the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information and/or the second uplink information is
5 x M subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive
integer.
[0170] In some embodiments of the present invention,
an information type of the first uplink information is the
same as an information type of the second uplink infor-
mation.
[0171] From the descriptions about the present inven-
tion in the foregoing embodiment, it can be learned that
the base station receives the first uplink information on

the first frequency resource of the first subframe set, and
the base station receives the second uplink information
on the second frequency resource of the second sub-
frame set. The first frequency resource and the second
frequency resource are frequency resources included in
two different narrowbands. A radio frame in which a sub-
frame in the first subframe set is located is different from
a radio frame in which a subframe in the second subframe
set is located, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second sub-
frame set belong to different radio frames; or a half-frame
in which a subframe in the first subframe set is located
is different from a half-frame in which a subframe in the
second subframe set is located, and any subframe in-
cluded in the first subframe set and any subframe includ-
ed in the second subframe set belong to different half-
frames. In this embodiment of the present invention, be-
cause the first uplink information and the second uplink
information are respectively sent by using the first sub-
frame set and the second subframe set that are different,
the base station needs to switch between different nar-
rowbands after receiving the first uplink information. In
this embodiment of the present invention, it is specified
that radio frames (or half-frames) in which subframes in
two subframe sets (that is, the first subframe set and the
second subframe set) are located are different, and any
subframe in the first subframe set and any subframe in
the second subframe set belong to different radio frames
(or half-frames). Therefore, in this embodiment of the
present invention, between the subframe in the first sub-
frame set and the subframe in the second subframe set,
there is already an interval in which the UE does not send
uplink information, and the UE can perform narrowband
switching by using the interval between the subframe in
the first subframe set and the subframe in the second
subframe set. Completely different from a prior-art man-
ner in which an additional subframe is reserved as an
interval subframe, this embodiment of the present inven-
tion can avoid an unnecessary uplink information trans-
mission delay, and avoid an increase in resource sched-
uling complexity of a base station.
[0172] Referring to FIG. 12, a base station 1200 pro-
vided in an embodiment of the present invention may
include a first receiving module 1201 and a second re-
ceiving module 1202.
[0173] The first receiving module 1201 is configured
to receive first uplink information on a first frequency re-
source of a first subframe set.
[0174] The second receiving module 1202 is config-
ured to receive second uplink information on a second
frequency resource of a second subframe set.
[0175] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first
subframe set and a start subframe in the second sub-
frame set are adjacent subframes.
[0176] The first uplink information is not received in the
last A time units of the last subframe in the first subframe
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set, and/or the second uplink information is not received
in the first B time units of the start subframe in the second
subframe set, where A and B are natural numbers.
[0177] In some embodiments of the present invention,
A = 1, and B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

[0178] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the first uplink information and the second uplink infor-
mation are two pieces of uplink information carried on a
physical uplink control channel, the first uplink informa-
tion is transmitted in the last subframe in the first sub-
frame set by using a shortened physical uplink control
channel format, and the second uplink information is
transmitted in the start subframe in the second subframe
set by using a shortened physical uplink control channel
format.
[0179] In some embodiments of the present invention,
when the first uplink information is a random access pre-
amble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random access
preamble, A = 0.
[0180] In this embodiment of the present invention, on-
ly the last A time units of the last subframe in a subframe
set and/or the first B time units of the start subframe in
the second subframe set are used in this embodiment of
the present invention to adjust a frequency of UE, so that
a time used to adjust a frequency is a maximum value of
a frequency adjustment time required by the UE. In this
case, no additional subframe needs to be reserved as
an interval subframe. This avoids an unnecessary uplink
information transmission delay, and avoids an increase
in resource scheduling complexity of a base station. Fur-
ther, in this embodiment of the present invention, the first
uplink information and the second uplink information are
two pieces of uplink information carried on a physical
uplink control channel. The uplink information is trans-
mitted by using a shortened physical uplink control chan-
nel format. A length of an orthogonal sequence used for
the physical uplink control channel in the shortened phys-
ical uplink control channel format is the same as that in
the prior art. This helps ensure orthogonality of orthogo-
nal sequences used for different PUCCHs, and ensures
transmission performance of uplink information carried
on a PUCCH.
[0181] It should be noted that as regards information
exchange between the modules/units of the foregoing
apparatuses, the implementation processes, and other
details, because they are based on a same conception
as the method embodiments of the present invention and
bring the same technical effects as those of the method
embodiments of the present invention, refer to the de-
scriptions in the method embodiments of the present in-
vention, and no details are repeated herein.
[0182] An embodiment of the present invention further
provides a computer storage medium. The computer

storage medium stores a program, and the program ex-
ecutes some or all of the steps recorded in the foregoing
method embodiments.
[0183] The following describes another UE provided in
an embodiment of the present invention. Referring to
FIG. 13, UE 1300 includes:
a receiver 1301, a transmitter 1302, a processor 1303,
and a memory 1304 (there may be one or more proces-
sors 1303 in the UE 1300, and one processor is used as
an example in FIG. 13), where in some embodiments of
the present invention, the receiver 1301, the transmitter
1302, the processor 1303, and the memory 1304 may
be connected by using a bus or in another manner, and
in FIG. 13, a bus connection is used as an example.
[0184] The processor 1303 is configured to perform
the following steps:

sending first uplink information on a first frequency
resource of a first subframe set; and
sending second uplink information on a second fre-
quency resource of a second subframe set.

[0185] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands.
[0186] A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe set
is located is different from a half-frame in which a sub-
frame in the second subframe set is located, and any
subframe included in the first subframe set and any sub-
frame included in the second subframe set belong to dif-
ferent half-frames.
[0187] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the radio frame in which the subframe in the first subframe
set is located and the radio frame in which the subframe
in the second subframe set is located are adjacent dif-
ferent radio frames, or the half-frame in which the sub-
frame in the first subframe set is located and the half-
frame in which the subframe in the second subframe set
is located are adjacent different half-frames.
[0188] In some embodiments of the present invention,
there is only a downlink subframe and/or a special sub-
frame between the first subframe set and the second
subframe set that are in a time division duplex TDD sys-
tem.
[0189] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a start subframe for sending the first uplink information
on the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
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a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information and/or the second uplink information is
5 x M subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive
integer.
[0190] In some embodiments of the present invention,
an information type of the first uplink information is the
same as an information type of the second uplink infor-
mation.
[0191] From the descriptions about the present inven-
tion in the foregoing embodiment, it can be learned that
the UE sends the first uplink information on the first fre-
quency resource of the first subframe set, and the UE
sends the second uplink information on the second fre-
quency resource of the second subframe set. The first
frequency resource and the second frequency resource
are frequency resources included in two different narrow-
bands. A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or a half-frame in which a
subframe in the first subframe set is located is different
from a half-frame in which a subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located, and any subframe included in the
first subframe set and any subframe included in the sec-
ond subframe set belong to different half-frames. In this
embodiment of the present invention, because the first
uplink information and the second uplink information are
respectively sent by using the first subframe set and the
second subframe set that are different, the UE needs to
switch between different narrowbands after sending the
first uplink information. In this embodiment of the present
invention, it is specified that radio frames (or half-frames)
in which subframes in two subframe sets (that is, the first
subframe set and the second subframe set) are located
are different, and any subframe in the first subframe set
and any subframe in the second subframe set belong to
different radio frames (or half-frames). Therefore, in this
embodiment of the present invention, between the sub-
frame in the first subframe set and the subframe in the
second subframe set, there is already an interval in which
the UE does not send uplink information, and the UE can
perform narrowband switching by using the interval be-
tween the subframe in the first subframe set and the sub-
frame in the second subframe set. Completely different
from a prior-art manner in which an additional subframe
is reserved as an interval subframe, this embodiment of
the present invention can avoid an unnecessary uplink
information transmission delay, and avoid an increase in
resource scheduling complexity of a base station.
[0192] The following describes another UE provided in
an embodiment of the present invention. A structure of
the UE is the same as that of the UE 1300 shown in FIG.
13. However, the processor 1303 is configured to perform
the following steps:

sending first uplink information on a first frequency

resource of a first subframe set; and
sending second uplink information on a second fre-
quency resource of a second subframe set.

[0193] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first
subframe set and a start subframe in the second sub-
frame set are adjacent subframes.
[0194] The first uplink information is not sent in the last
A time units of the last subframe in the first subframe set,
and/or the second uplink information is not sent in the
first B time units of the start subframe in the second sub-
frame set, where A and B are natural numbers.
[0195] In some embodiments of the present invention,
A = 1, and B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

[0196] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the first uplink information and the second uplink infor-
mation are two pieces of uplink information carried on a
physical uplink control channel, the first uplink informa-
tion is transmitted in the last subframe in the first sub-
frame set by using a shortened physical uplink control
channel format, and the second uplink information is
transmitted in the start subframe in the second subframe
set by using a shortened physical uplink control channel
format.
[0197] In some embodiments of the present invention,
when the first uplink information is a random access pre-
amble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random access
preamble, A = 0.
[0198] In this embodiment of the present invention, on-
ly the last A time units of the last subframe in the first
subframe set and/or the first B time units of the start sub-
frame in the second subframe set are used in this em-
bodiment of the present invention to adjust a frequency
of UE, so that a time used to adjust a frequency is a
maximum value of a frequency adjustment time required
by the UE. In this case, no additional subframe needs to
be reserved as an interval subframe. This avoids an un-
necessary uplink information transmission delay, and
avoids an increase in resource scheduling complexity of
a base station. Further, in this embodiment of the present
invention, the first uplink information and the second up-
link information are two pieces of uplink information car-
ried on a physical uplink control channel. The uplink in-
formation is transmitted by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format. Particularly, a length of an
orthogonal sequence used for the physical uplink control
channel in the shortened physical uplink control channel
format is the same as that in the prior art. This helps
ensure orthogonality of orthogonal sequences used for
different PUCCHs, and ensures transmission perform-
ance of uplink information carried on a PUCCH.
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[0199] The following describes another base station
provided in an embodiment of the present invention. Re-
ferring to FIG. 14, a base station 1400 includes:
a receiver 1401, a transmitter 1402, a processor 1403,
and a memory 1404 (there may be one or more proces-
sors 1403 in the base station 1400, and one processor
is used as an example in FIG. 14), where in some em-
bodiments of the present invention, the receiver 1401,
the transmitter 1402, the processor 1403, and the mem-
ory 1404 may be connected by using a bus or in another
manner, and in FIG. 14, a bus connection is used as an
example.
[0200] The processor 1403 is configured to perform
the following steps:

receiving first uplink information on a first frequency
resource of a first subframe set; and
receiving second uplink information on a second fre-
quency resource of a second subframe set.

[0201] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in two
different narrowbands.
[0202] A radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio frame in
which a subframe in the second subframe set is located,
and any subframe included in the first subframe set and
any subframe included in the second subframe set be-
long to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first subframe set
is located is different from a half-frame in which a sub-
frame in the second subframe set is located, and any
subframe included in the first subframe set and any sub-
frame included in the second subframe set belong to dif-
ferent half-frames.
[0203] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the radio frame in which the subframe in the first subframe
set is located and the radio frame in which the subframe
in the second subframe set is located are adjacent dif-
ferent radio frames, or the half-frame in which the sub-
frame in the first subframe set is located and the half-
frame in which the subframe in the second subframe set
is located are adjacent different half-frames.
[0204] In some embodiments of the present invention,
there is only a downlink subframe and/or a special sub-
frame between the first subframe set and the second
subframe set that are in a time division duplex TDD sys-
tem.
[0205] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a start subframe for sending the first uplink information
on the first frequency resource is the first available uplink
subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink informa-
tion on the second frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-frame;
and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first up-
link information and/or the second uplink information is

5 x M subframes, where M is a preconfigured positive
integer.
[0206] In some embodiments of the present invention,
an information type of the first uplink information is the
same as an information type of the second uplink infor-
mation.
[0207] From the descriptions about the present inven-
tion in the foregoing embodiment, it can be learned that
the base station receives the first uplink information on
the first frequency resource of the first subframe set, and
the base station receives the second uplink information
on the second frequency resource of the second sub-
frame set. The first frequency resource and the second
frequency resource are frequency resources included in
two different narrowbands. A radio frame in which a sub-
frame in the first subframe set is located is different from
a radio frame in which a subframe in the second subframe
set is located, and any subframe included in the first sub-
frame set and any subframe included in the second sub-
frame set belong to different radio frames; or a half-frame
in which a subframe in the first subframe set is located
is different from a half-frame in which a subframe in the
second subframe set is located, and any subframe in-
cluded in the first subframe set and any subframe includ-
ed in the second subframe set belong to different half-
frames. In this embodiment of the present invention, be-
cause the first uplink information and the second uplink
information are respectively sent by using the first sub-
frame set and the second subframe set that are different,
the base station needs to switch between different nar-
rowbands after receiving the first uplink information. In
this embodiment of the present invention, it is specified
that radio frames (or half-frames) in which subframes in
two subframe sets (that is, the first subframe set and the
second subframe set) are located are different, and any
subframe in the first subframe set and any subframe in
the second subframe set belong to different radio frames
(or half-frames). Therefore, in this embodiment of the
present invention, between the subframe in the first sub-
frame set and the subframe in the second subframe set,
there is already an interval in which the UE does not send
uplink information, and the UE can perform narrowband
switching by using the interval between the subframe in
the first subframe set and the subframe in the second
subframe set. Completely different from a prior-art man-
ner in which an additional subframe is reserved as an
interval subframe, this embodiment of the present inven-
tion can avoid an unnecessary uplink information trans-
mission delay, and avoid an increase in resource sched-
uling complexity of a base station.
[0208] The following describes another base station
provided in an embodiment of the present invention. A
structure of the base station is the same as that of the
base station 1400 shown in FIG. 14. However, the proc-
essor 1403 is configured to perform the following steps:

receiving first uplink information on a first frequency
resource of a first subframe set; and

45 46 



EP 3 346 783 A1

25

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

receiving second uplink information on a second fre-
quency resource of a second subframe set.

[0209] The first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources included in dif-
ferent narrowbands, and the last subframe in the first
subframe set and a start subframe in the second sub-
frame set are adjacent subframes.
[0210] The first uplink information is not received in the
last A time units of the last subframe in the first subframe
set, and/or the second uplink information is not received
in the first B time units of the start subframe in the second
subframe set, where A and B are natural numbers.
[0211] In some embodiments of the present invention,
A = 1, and B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

[0212] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the first uplink information and the second uplink infor-
mation are two pieces of uplink information carried on a
physical uplink control channel, the first uplink informa-
tion is transmitted in the last subframe in the first sub-
frame set by using a shortened physical uplink control
channel format, and the second uplink information is
transmitted in the start subframe in the second subframe
set by using a shortened physical uplink control channel
format.
[0213] In some embodiments of the present invention,
when the first uplink information is a random access pre-
amble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random access
preamble, A = 0.
[0214] In this embodiment of the present invention, on-
ly the last A time units of the last subframe in a subframe
set and/or the first B time units of the start subframe in
the second subframe set are used in this embodiment of
the present invention to adjust a frequency of UE, so that
a time used to adjust a frequency is a maximum value of
a frequency adjustment time required by the UE. In this
case, no additional subframe needs to be reserved as
an interval subframe. This avoids an unnecessary uplink
information transmission delay, and avoids an increase
in resource scheduling complexity of a base station. Fur-
ther, in this embodiment of the present invention, the first
uplink information and the second uplink information are
two pieces of uplink information carried on a physical
uplink control channel. The uplink information is trans-
mitted by using a shortened physical uplink control chan-
nel format. A length of an orthogonal sequence used for
the physical uplink control channel in the shortened phys-
ical uplink control channel format is the same as that in
the prior art. This helps ensure orthogonality of orthogo-
nal sequences used for different PUCCHs, and ensures
transmission performance of uplink information carried
on a PUCCH.
[0215] In addition, it should be noted that the described

apparatus embodiments are merely examples. The units
described as separate parts may or may not be physically
separated, and parts shown as units may or may not be
physical units, may be located in one position, or may be
distributed on multiple network units. Some or all of the
modules may be selected according to actual needs to
achieve the objectives of the solutions of the embodi-
ments. In addition, in the accompanying drawings of the
apparatus embodiments that are provided in the present
invention, connection relationships between modules in-
dicate that the modules are in communication connection
with each other, which may be specifically implemented
as one or more communications buses or signal cables.
Persons of ordinary skill in the art may understand and
implement the embodiments of the present invention
without creative efforts.
[0216] Based on the descriptions of the foregoing im-
plementations, persons skilled in the art may clearly un-
derstand that the present invention may be implemented
by software and necessary general-purpose hardware,
or by dedicated hardware, including a dedicated integrat-
ed circuit, a dedicated CPU, a dedicated memory, a ded-
icated component, and the like. Generally, any functions
that are performed by a computer program can be easily
implemented by using corresponding hardware. Moreo-
ver, a specific hardware structure used to implement a
same function may be in various forms, for example, in
a form of an analog circuit, a digital circuit, or a dedicated
circuit. However, an implementation in which a software
program is used for implementing the present invention
is a better implementation in most cases. Based on such
an understanding, the technical solutions of the present
invention essentially or the part contributing to the prior
art may be implemented in a form of a software product.
The software product is stored in a readable storage me-
dium, such as a floppy disk, a USB flash drive, a remov-
able hard disk, a read-only memory (ROM, Read-Only
Memory), a random access memory (RAM, Random Ac-
cess Memory), a magnetic disk, or an optical disc of a
computer, and includes several instructions for instruct-
ing a computer device (which may be a personal com-
puter, a server, a network device, or the like) to perform
the methods described in the embodiments of the present
invention.
[0217] To sum up, the foregoing embodiments are
merely intended for describing the technical solutions of
the present invention, but not for limiting the present in-
vention. Although the present invention is described in
detail with reference to the foregoing embodiments, per-
sons of ordinary skill in the art should understand that
they may still make modifications to the technical solu-
tions described in the foregoing embodiments or make
equivalent replacements to some technical features
thereof, without departing from the spirit and scope of
the technical solutions in the embodiments of the present
invention.
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Claims

1. An uplink information transmission method, compris-
ing:

sending, by user equipment UE, first uplink in-
formation on a first frequency resource of a first
subframe set; and
sending, by the UE, second uplink information
on a second frequency resource of a second
subframe set, wherein
the first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources com-
prised in two different narrowbands; and
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio
frame in which a subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located, and any subframe com-
prised in the first subframe set and any subframe
comprised in the second subframe set belong
to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located is different from a half-frame
in which a subframe in the second subframe set
is located, and any subframe comprised in the
first subframe set and any subframe comprised
in the second subframe set belong to different
half-frames.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the radio
frame in which the subframe in the first subframe set
is located and the radio frame in which the subframe
in the second subframe set is located are adjacent
different radio frames, or the half-frame in which the
subframe in the first subframe set is located and the
half-frame in which the subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located are adjacent different half-
frames.

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein there
is only a downlink subframe and/or a special sub-
frame between the first subframe set and the second
subframe set that are in a time division duplex TDD
system.

4. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein
a start subframe for sending the first uplink informa-
tion on the first frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-
frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink infor-
mation on the second frequency resource is the first
available uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a
half-frame; and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first
uplink information and/or the second uplink informa-
tion is 5 x M subframes, wherein M is a preconfigured

positive integer.

5. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein an information type of the first uplink infor-
mation is the same as an information type of the sec-
ond uplink information.

6. An uplink information transmission method, wherein
the method comprises:

sending, by user equipment UE, first uplink in-
formation on a first frequency resource of a first
subframe set; and
sending, by the UE, second uplink information
on a second frequency resource of a second
subframe set, wherein
the first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources com-
prised in different narrowbands, and the last
subframe in the first subframe set and a start
subframe in the second subframe set are adja-
cent subframes; and
the first uplink information is not sent in the last
A time units of the last subframe in the first sub-
frame set, and/or the second uplink information
is not sent on the first B time units of the start
subframe in the second subframe set, wherein
A and B are natural numbers.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein A = 1, and
B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

8. The method according to claim 6 or 7, wherein
the first uplink information and the second uplink in-
formation are two pieces of uplink information carried
on a physical uplink control channel, the first uplink
information is transmitted in the last subframe in the
first subframe set by using a shortened physical up-
link control channel format, and the second uplink
information is transmitted in the start subframe in the
second subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format.

9. The method according to any one of claims 6 to 8,
wherein when the first uplink information is a random
access preamble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random ac-
cess preamble, A = 0.

10. An uplink information transmission method, compris-
ing:

receiving, by a base station, first uplink informa-
tion on a first frequency resource of a first sub-
frame set; and
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receiving, by the base station, second uplink in-
formation on a second frequency resource of a
second subframe set, wherein
the first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources com-
prised in two different narrowbands; and
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio
frame in which a subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located, and any subframe com-
prised in the first subframe set and any subframe
comprised in the second subframe set belong
to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located is different from a half-frame
in which a subframe in the second subframe set
is located, and any subframe comprised in the
first subframe set and any subframe comprised
in the second subframe set belong to different
half-frames.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the radio
frame in which the subframe in the first subframe set
is located and the radio frame in which the subframe
in the second subframe set is located are adjacent
different radio frames, or the half-frame in which the
subframe in the first subframe set is located and the
half-frame in which the subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located are adjacent different half-
frames.

12. The method according to claim 10 or 11, wherein
there is only a downlink subframe and/or a special
subframe between the first subframe set and the sec-
ond subframe set that are in a time division duplex
TDD system.

13. The method according to any one of claims 10 to 12,
wherein
a start subframe for sending the first uplink informa-
tion on the first frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-
frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink infor-
mation on the second frequency resource is the first
available uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a
half-frame; and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first
uplink information and/or the second uplink informa-
tion is 5 x M subframes, wherein M is a preconfigured
positive integer.

14. The method according to any one of claims 10 to 13,
wherein an information type of the first uplink infor-
mation is the same as an information type of the sec-
ond uplink information.

15. An uplink information transmission method, wherein

the method comprises:

receiving, by a base station, first uplink informa-
tion on a first frequency resource of a first sub-
frame set; and
receiving, by the base station, second uplink in-
formation on a second frequency resource of a
second subframe set, wherein
the first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources com-
prised in different narrowbands, and the last
subframe in the first subframe set and a start
subframe in the second subframe set are adja-
cent subframes; and
the first uplink information is not received in the
last A time units of the last subframe in the first
subframe set, and/or the second uplink informa-
tion is not received in the first B time units of the
start subframe in the second subframe set,
wherein A and B are natural numbers.

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein A = 1,
and B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

17. The method according to claim 15 or 16, wherein
the first uplink information and the second uplink in-
formation are two pieces of uplink information carried
on a physical uplink control channel, the first uplink
information is transmitted in the last subframe in the
first subframe set by using a shortened physical up-
link control channel format, and the second uplink
information is transmitted in the start subframe in the
second subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format.

18. The method according to any one of claims 15 to 17,
wherein when the first uplink information is a random
access preamble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random ac-
cess preamble, A = 0.

19. User equipment UE, comprising:

a first sending module, configured to send first
uplink information on a first frequency resource
of a first subframe set; and
a second sending module, configured to send
second uplink information on a second frequen-
cy resource of a second subframe set, wherein
the first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources com-
prised in two different narrowbands; and
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio
frame in which a subframe in the second sub-
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frame set is located, and any subframe com-
prised in the first subframe set and any subframe
comprised in the second subframe set belong
to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located is different from a half-frame
in which a subframe in the second subframe set
is located, and any subframe comprised in the
first subframe set and any subframe comprised
in the second subframe set belong to different
half-frames.

20. The user equipment according to claim 19, wherein
the radio frame in which the subframe in the first
subframe set is located and the radio frame in which
the subframe in the second subframe set is located
are adjacent different radio frames, or the half-frame
in which the subframe in the first subframe set is
located and the half-frame in which the subframe in
the second subframe set is located are adjacent dif-
ferent half-frames.

21. The user equipment according to claim 19 or 20,
wherein there is only a downlink subframe and/or a
special subframe between the first subframe set and
the second subframe set that are in a time division
duplex TDD system.

22. The user equipment according to any one of claims
19 to 21, wherein
a start subframe for sending the first uplink informa-
tion on the first frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-
frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink infor-
mation on the second frequency resource is the first
available uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a
half-frame; and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first
uplink information and/or the second uplink informa-
tion is 5 x M subframes, wherein M is a preconfigured
positive integer.

23. The user equipment according to any one of claims
19 to 22, wherein an information type of the first up-
link information is the same as an information type
of the second uplink information.

24. User equipment UE, wherein the UE comprises:

a first sending module, configured to send first
uplink information on a first frequency resource
of a first subframe set; and
a second sending module, configured to send
second uplink information on a second frequen-
cy resource of a second subframe set, wherein
the first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources com-

prised in different narrowbands, and the last
subframe in the first subframe set and a start
subframe in the second subframe set are adja-
cent subframes; and
the first uplink information is not sent in the last
A time units of the last subframe in the first sub-
frame set, and/or the second uplink information
is not sent in the first B time units of the start
subframe in the second subframe set, wherein
A and B are natural numbers.

25. The user equipment according to claim 24, wherein
A = 1, and B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

26. The user equipment according to claim 24 or 25,
wherein
the first uplink information and the second uplink in-
formation are two pieces of uplink information carried
on a physical uplink control channel, the first uplink
information is transmitted in the last subframe in the
first subframe set by using a shortened physical up-
link control channel format, and the second uplink
information is transmitted in the start subframe in the
second subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format.

27. The user equipment according to any one of claims
24 to 26, wherein when the first uplink information is
a random access preamble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random ac-
cess preamble, A = 0.

28. Abase station, comprising:

a first receiving module, configured to receive
first uplink information on a first frequency re-
source of a first subframe set; and
a second receiving module, configured to re-
ceive second uplink information on a second fre-
quency resource of a second subframe set,
wherein
the first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources com-
prised in two different narrowbands; and
a radio frame in which a subframe in the first
subframe set is located is different from a radio
frame in which a subframe in the second sub-
frame set is located, and any subframe com-
prised in the first subframe set and any subframe
comprised in the second subframe set belong
to different radio frames; or
a half-frame in which a subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located is different from a half-frame
in which a subframe in the second subframe set
is located, and any subframe comprised in the
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first subframe set and any subframe comprised
in the second subframe set belong to different
half-frames.

29. The base station according to claim 28, wherein the
radio frame in which the subframe in the first sub-
frame set is located and the radio frame in which the
subframe in the second subframe set is located are
adjacent different radio frames, or the half-frame in
which the subframe in the first subframe set is locat-
ed and the half-frame in which the subframe in the
second subframe set is located are adjacent different
half-frames.

30. The base station according to claim 28 or 29, wherein
there is only a downlink subframe and/or a special
subframe between the first subframe set and the sec-
ond subframe set that are in a time division duplex
TDD system.

31. The base station according to any one of claims 28
to 30, wherein
a start subframe for sending the first uplink informa-
tion on the first frequency resource is the first avail-
able uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a half-
frame; and/or
a start subframe for sending the second uplink infor-
mation on the second frequency resource is the first
available uplink subframe in a radio frame or in a
half-frame; and/or
a frequency hopping granularity for sending the first
uplink information and/or the second uplink informa-
tion is 5 x M subframes, wherein M is a preconfigured
positive integer.

32. The base station according to any one of claims 28
to 31, wherein an information type of the first uplink
information is the same as an information type of the
second uplink information.

33. Abase station, wherein the base station comprises:

a first receiving module, configured to receive
first uplink information on a first frequency re-
source of a first subframe set; and
a second receiving module, configured to re-
ceive second uplink information on a second fre-
quency resource of a second subframe set,
wherein
the first frequency resource and the second fre-
quency resource are frequency resources com-
prised in different narrowbands, and the last
subframe in the first subframe set and a start
subframe in the second subframe set are adja-
cent subframes; and
the first uplink information is not received in the
last A time units of the last subframe in the first
subframe set, and/or the second uplink informa-

tion is not received in the first B time units of the
start subframe in the second subframe set,
wherein A and B are natural numbers.

34. The base station according to claim 33, wherein A
= 1, and B = 1; or

A = 2, and B = 0; or
A = 0, and B = 2.

35. The base station according to claim 33 or 34, wherein
the first uplink information and the second uplink in-
formation are two pieces of uplink information carried
on a physical uplink control channel, the first uplink
information is transmitted in the last subframe in the
first subframe set by using a shortened physical up-
link control channel format, and the second uplink
information is transmitted in the start subframe in the
second subframe set by using a shortened physical
uplink control channel format.

36. The base station according to any one of claims 33
to 35, wherein when the first uplink information is a
random access preamble, B = 0; or
when the second uplink information is a random ac-
cess preamble, A = 0.
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