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(54) MACHINING CENTER

(57) An upright machining center (11) is character-
ized in being provided with: X-axis guides (29a, 29b) for
moving and guiding a table (35) in the left-right direction
on a bed (13); a column (15) provided on the bed (13)
and provided with an opening (7) that straddles the X-axis
guides (29a, 29b) in the front-back direction so that a
moving body (27), on which the table (35) is provided,
can enter therein in the left-right direction; a saddle (17),
which is disposed on the upper part of the column (15)
so as to be movable in the front-back direction and for
which a first Y-axis guide (19a) that extends in the
front-back direction on the right side of the left-right di-
rection and a left second Y-axis guide (19b) that is located
lower and parallel thereto are provided; and a main shaft
head (22), which is disposed on the left side surface of
the saddle (17) and moves in the vertical direction.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a machine tool
for machining a workpiece by relatively moving a tool and
the workpiece. In particular, the present invention relates
to a vertical machining center improved to reduce the
installation space for the machine while increasing the
rigidity of the machine.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Patent Literature 1 discloses a five-axis vertical
machining center, as shown in FIG. 1. This prior art ma-
chining center includes a bed 13 as a base, a column 15
mounted on the bed 13, a rotary table 35 arranged on a
moving body 27 which moves left and right on the bed
13, a spindle head 21 supporting a spindle 25, and a
saddle 17 supporting the spindle head 21 so as to be
vertically movable in the Z axis direction on the left side
face of the column 15. A pair of rails 29a, 29b are provided
in the bed 13, and the moving body 27 is provided so as
to be capable of reciprocating in the lateral directions on
the bed 13 along the rails 29a, 29b.
[0003] In this prior art, the saddle 17 is provided on the
left side face of the column 15 to move back and forth in
the Y-axis direction, and disposed between the column
15 and the spindle head 21, wherein the spindle head 25
is overhung with a large horizontal distance from the col-
umn 15, resulting in a greater structure in order to main-
tain the machine rigidity and damping performance.
Therefore, the whole size of the machine is increased,
requiring a larger installation space. In Patent Literature
2 discloses a machine tool having a slanted column con-
figured so as to increase the machine rigidity. However,
in the prior art of Patent Literature 2, a moving mecha-
nism, which moves in a top face of a bed, is disposed at
a position away from a column, since the movable range
thereof is not allowed sufficiently because of obstruction
by a column. Therefore, a machining head is overhung
so as to reach the position away from the column, result-
ing in the problem similar to that of the prior art of Patent
Literature 1.

Prior Art Documents

Patent Document

[0004]

Patent Document 1: WO 2009/144831
Patent Document 2: JP-A-H109-277857

SUMMARY

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0005] The technical object of the present invention is
to solve the above-mentioned problems of the prior art,
and to provide a vertical machine tool improved to reduce
the space required to install the machine while increasing
the machine rigidity.

Means to Solve the Problems

[0006] In order to achieve the above objectives, the
present invention provides a vertical machining center
for machining a workpiece by relatively moving a tool and
the workpiece, comprising an X-axis guide configured to
guide a table in left and right direction on a bed; a column
provided on the bed and having an opening formed to
span the X-axis guide in forward and backward direction
so as to allow the table to enter in the left and right direc-
tion; a saddle provided to move in the forward and back-
ward direction along a first Y-axis guide extending in the
forward and backward direction and a second guide
which are disposed at a top portion of the column, the
second guide disposed below, parallel to and offset in
the left and right direction from the first Y-axis guide; and
a spindle head disposed at a side of the saddle close to
the second Y-axis guide so as to move in the vertical
direction.

Effect of the Invention

[0007] According to the present invention, the space
is reduced by a configuration of an opening formed at a
lower part of the column so that the table moves into the
lower part of the column. Further, the configuration of the
saddle mounted onto the top portion of the column so as
to reduce the overhang of the spindle, while increasing
the rigidity of the machine by forming the top portion of
the column into a slant shape. As a result, the present
invention provides a vertical machining center improved
to reduce a space required to install the machine, while
increasing the machine rigidity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0008]

Figure 1 is a front view of the prior art machine tool
of Patent Literature 1.
Figure 2 is a perspective view of a machining center
according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
Figure 3 is a front view of the machining center ac-
cording to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
Figure 4 is a side view of the machining center ac-
cording to the first embodiment of the present inven-
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tion.
Figure 5 is a front view of the machining center ac-
cording to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
Figure 6 is a front view of a machining center accord-
ing to a second first embodiment of the present in-
vention.
Figure 7 is a perspective view of the machining cent-
er according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.
Figure 8 is a perspective view of a machining center
according to a third embodiment of the present in-
vention.

Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0009] An embodiment of the present invention will be
described below with reference to Figures 2 to 4.
[0010] A vertical machining center 11, according to a
first embodiment of the present invention, as shown in
Figure 2, includes, as main constituent elements, a bed
13 as a base, a trough 3 provided in the bed 13 and
configured to collect swarf, a slant-shaped column 15
mounted on the bed 13, a saddle 17 arranged so as to
be able to move back and forth on the column 15, a head
stock 22 which moves vertically with respect to the saddle
17, a spindle head 21 supporting the spindle 25 so as to
allow the spindle 25 to rotate around the vertical axis (Z
axis), and a moving body 27 which moves on the bed 13
in the left and right directions and which includes a rotary
table 35. The spindle head 21 is mounted in the head
stock 22, and a tool T (not shown) can be attached to the
spindle 25. The first embodiment is described in relation
to a five-axis vertical machining center, however the in-
vention is not limited thereto. The configuration of the
moving body 27 will be described later.
[0011] In the present embodiment, as shown in Figure
2, the rotary table 35 as a table (workpiece table) can
move in the x axis direction corresponding to the left and
right directions with respect to the bed 13. The Y axis is
defined as the direction perpendicular to both the X axis
direction and the Z axis of the spindle 25. The moving
body 27 includes a cradle 33 both ends of which are
supported so as to be rotatable in the A axis directions
through a rotating shaft which is parallel to the X axis. A
rotary table 35 which is rotatable in the C axis directions
is provided in the cradle 33. Thus, the moving body 27
can move in the X axis direction, which is the left and
right directions of the bed 13, the saddle 17 can move in
the Y axis direction, which is the forward and backward
directions, and the spindle head 21 can move in the Z
axis direction, which is the vertical direction. The C axis
and the A axis are defined as usual. The present invention
may be applied to a machine tool in which the X axis may
be defined as the forward and backward directions of the
rotary table 35 and the Y axis may be defined as the
direction perpendicular to both the X axis and the Z axis.
The table 25 need not necessarily be a rotary table. The

table 35 be mounted directly to the moving body 27. A
pallet P and the workpiece, etc., are attached to the table.
[0012] The top portion of the column 15 is inclined such
that the top surface is formed in a slant shape, the ma-
chining area side of the column 15 is positioned on the
lower side, and two linear guide rails are provided. As
these rails, a first Y axis guide 19a is provided on the
upper side of the inclination of the column 15, and a sec-
ond Y axis guide 19b is provided on the lower side of the
inclination of the column 15. The first Y-axis guide 19a
is provided at the right side in the left and right direction,
and the second guide 19b is positioned lower than the
first Y-axis guide 19a and parallel to the first Y-axis guide.
A Y axis feeding means is provided between the first Y
axis guide 19a and the second Y axis guide 19b. The Y
axis feeding means includes a ball screw (not shown;
mounted on the column) extending in the Y-axis direction
and a Y-axis feed motor (not shown) connected to one
end of the ball screw, and the saddle 17 includes a nut
(not shown) which engages with the ball screw. This feed-
ing means is hereinafter referred to as a "linear feed axis
drive mechanism".
[0013] A pair of Z-axis guides 23a, 23b extend on the
left side surface (the machining area side) of the saddle
17. The head stock 22 is attached to the saddle 17 so as
to be able to reciprocate in the vertical direction on the
Z-axis guides 23a, 23b. The saddle 17 and the head stock
22 are provided with a linear feed axis drive mechanism
as a Z-axis feed means. The lower end of the left side
surface of the saddle 17 can be moved to a position close
to the workpiece W, since the top portion of the column
15 is formed in a slant shape. The lower end of the stroke
of the head stoke 22 in the Z-axis direction can be low-
ered, enabling to reduce of the machine height with the
rigidity maintained.
[0014] A rear-side first X axis guide 29a and a front-
side second X axis guide 29b extend on the bed 13. The
moving body 27 is mounted so as to reciprocate on the
bed 13 along the first X axis guide 29a and the second
X axis guide 29b. A linear feed axis drive mechanism 39
(refer to Figure 4) as X axis feeding means is installed
between the bed 13 and the moving body 27 in a position
in which the linear feed axis drive mechanism 39 does
not overlap the trough 3. In other words, the linear feed
axis drive mechanism 39 is installed on the bed between
the trough 3 and the first X axis guide 29a. The moving
body 27 can partly enter an opening 7 in the form of an
arch-shaped tunnel in the column 15 by the linear feed
axis drive mechanism 39. While the linear feed axis drive
mechanism 39 is disposed at the rear side of the moving
body 27 in Figure 4, the present invention is not limited
thereto.
[0015] The sectional shape of the opening 7 may be
any shape, as long as the opening does not obstruct the
passage of the moving body, such as a circular, arch,
rectangular, polygonal shape. The configuration which
allows the table 35 moves into the lower part of the col-
umn 15 by forming the lower part of the column 15 into
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an arch shape, whereby reducing the space in the X-axis
directions. Additionally, in the present embodiment, the
top portion of the column 15 is formed into a slant shape,
whereby reducing the machine height. This allows a com-
pact structure, while increasing the machine rigidity.
[0016] As shown in Figure 2, the moving body 27 is
composed a left-side first beam member 27c, a right side
second beam member 27d, and front and rear connecting
members 27e and 27e which connect the first beam
member 27c and the second beam member 27d. The
moving body 27 is composed of an approximate quad-
rangle (square shape) in which a cavity H is formed in
the center, as viewed from above. In the present embod-
iment, the cavity H is formed in the center of the X axis
moving body 27, which moves in the left and right direc-
tions. The cradle 33, which rotates in the A axis direction,
is arranged in the cavity H. As a result, accumulated swarf
can fall directly into the trough 3.
[0017] In the bed 3, the trough 3 configured to recover
the swarf is formed into a groove shape in the X-axis
direction having a sheet metal swarf receiver 43 incor-
porated therein (Figure 4). The longitudinal direction of
the trough 3 is parallel to the X axis direction. In the
present embodiment, the trough 3 is formed as a groove
having a rectangular cross section. The cross-section of
the trough 3 is not limited to a rectangle and may be any
other shape. The cavity H at the center of the moving
body 27 is open from the top to the trough 3 side, so that
the swarf can fall directly into the trough 3. The supports
27a, 27b are attached integrally or separately to the left
side first beam member 27c and the right side second
beam member 27d of the moving body 27, respectively.
The left side first beam member 27c includes the support
27a and the right side second beam member 27d in-
cludes the support 27b.
[0018] In the supports 27a, 27b of the moving body 27,
the cradle 33 is supported by the pivot shafts 31a, 31b
(Figure 3) so as to be rotatable in the A axis direction.
An electric motor for pivoting the cradle 33 is incorporated
in the right side support 27b. Therefore, even if the size
of the right side support 27b is increased, it can be moved
into the opening in the form of an arch in the lower part
of the column, enabling the X-axis length to be reduced.
[0019] The rotary table 35 configured to hold the work-
piece and the pallet P is mounted on the cradle 33 so as
to be rotatable in the C axis direction. The front and rear
connecting members 27e, 27e are installed so as to cover
the first X axis guide 29a and the second X axis guide
29b and so as not to cover the trough 3. Slant covers 41
shown in Figure 3 are provided on the front and rear
connecting members 27e, 27e so that the swarf can be
satisfactorily discharged. Similarly, slant covers 41,
which are telescoping covers, are provided on the outside
of the moving body 27 to cover the first X axis guide 29a
and the second X axis guide 29b. In other words, the
slant covers 41 configured to guide the swarf into the
trough 3 are arranged so as to cover the linear feed axis
drive mechanism 39, the first X axis guide 29a, and the

second X axis guide 29b. Since the widths of the cradle
33 and the rotary table 35 are approximately the same,
swarf does not accumulate, and drops directly into the
trough 3. The swarf drops into the swarf receiver 43 of
the trough 3 along the slant cover 41 leading to the trough
3, and is then collected in a tank 47 by a conveyor (not
shown) or blown air. Although telescoping covers have
been described as an example of the slant covers 41 on
the outside of the moving body 27, the slant covers 41
on the outside of the moving body 27 may be integral
sheet metal covers fixed to the connecting members 27e,
27e, or may be winding type covers or bellows type cov-
ers.
[0020] As shown in Figure 4, the pivot shafts 31a, 31b
which rotate the cradle 33 in the A axis direction may be
supported by the first beam member 27c and the second
beam member 27d in such a way that the pivot shafts
are offset toward the side opposite of the operator with
respect to the center in the longitudinal direction of the
trough 3. Since the center of rotation of the A axis is
shifted backward, the cavity H where the swarf falls is
wider on the operator side. In addition, such a configu-
ration improves the accessibility of the operator. Further,
since the center of rotation of the A axis is shifted back-
wards so that the position of the center of gravity is shifted
backwards, the distance between the center of gravity
position and the linear feed axis drive mechanism 39 of
the X-axis feed means is shortened, increasing mechan-
ical rigidity.
[0021] With reference to Figures 5-7, a second embod-
iment of the present invention will be described below.
Figure 5 is a front view of the first embodiment, wherein
a upper guide rail 55, configured to support a Y-axis pro-
tection cover 33 so as to slide, is provided on a ceiling
9a of a splashguard 9 above the saddle 17.
[0022] On the other hand, in the second embodiment,
an Y-axis protection cover 55 is supported, as shown in
Figures 6 and 7, by an upper guide rail 51, which passes
through a through hole 31 formed in the saddle 17, and
a lower guide rail 53. As shown in Figure 7, the upper
and lower guide rails 51 and 53 extend between the front
and rear splashguards 9 and secured thereto by metal
fittings 51a and 53a. The Y-axis protection cover 55 is
guided by the upper and lower guide rails 51 and 53 and
secured between the saddle 17 and the rear side splash-
guard 9 and between the saddle 17 and the front side
splashguard 9. The other configurations are the same as
those of the first embodiment.
[0023] As a result, the Y-axis protection cover 55 is
extended and retracted along with the movement of the
saddle 17 in the forward and backward directions. A stain-
less extendable cover, e.g., an armored bellows cover,
a telescopic cover or the like may be preferably employed
as the Y-axis protection cover 55. The Y-axis protection
cover 55 covers the first and second Y-axis guides 19a
and 19b so as to protect them from swarf or the like.
[0024] In the present embodiment, the upper end of
the Y-axis protection cover 55 is positioned lower than
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the height of the saddle 17 by passing the upper guide
rail 51, for slidably supporting the Y-axis cover 55,
through the through hole 31 formed in the saddle 17. In
the embodiment of Figure 5, the height of the entire ma-
chine is slightly tall. On the other hand, in the second
embodiment, the height of the entire machine can be
made lower than the height indicated by the imaginary
line in Figure 6. Therefore, a machine installation space
required to install a vertical machining center can be re-
duced. This allows a machine to be accommodated in a
container of regular size, or to be transported easily
through an entrance of a factory.
[0025] Figure 8 shows a third embodiment.
[0026] In the present embodiment, a surplus space,
generated by forming the top portion of the column 15
into a slant shape, is effectively used for extending cables
and pipes. The present embodiment is characterized by
effectively extending electric wires for electric power or
control, such as a cabtyre cable or the like and/or flexible
pipes for coolant, machining fluid or the like by using the
surplus space.
[0027] The cables, hoses or the like are extended
through a first fixture 55, secured to the head stock 22,
so as to be loosely held above the slant-shaped top por-
tion of the column 15. Further, they are extended through
a first fixture 57, secured to the saddled 17, so as to be
loosely held above the slant-shaped top portion of the
column 15. The opposite ends of these electric wires and
pipes are disposed at sources for the electric wires and
pipes through a second fixture 59, secured to the column
15. This allows a space above the slant-shaped top por-
tion of the column 15, whereby the height of the machine
can be reduced. In this case, the electric wires and pipes
61 loosely held between the first fixture 55 of the head
stock 22 and the second fixture 59 of the column can
absorb the movements in the Y-axis and Z-axis. The elec-
tric wires and pipes 63 loosely held between the first fix-
ture 57 of the saddle 17 and the second fixture 59 of the
column can absorb the movements in the Y-axis.
[0028] Note that the technical scope of the present in-
vention is not limited to the embodiments described
above, and includes various modifications to the embod-
iments within a range which does not deviate from the
purpose of the present invention. In other words, the spe-
cific configurations described in the embodiment are
merely exemplary, and can be appropriately changed.

Description of Numerals

[0029]

11 - Machine Tool
13 - Bed
15 - Column
17 - Saddle
19a, 19b - First Y-axis Guide, Second Y-axis Guide
21 - Spindle Head
22 - Head stock

25 - Spindle
27 - Moving Body
33 - Cradle
35 - Rotary Table

Claims

1. A vertical machining center for machining a work-
piece by relatively moving a tool and the workpiece,
characterized by:

an X-axis guide configured to guide a table in
left and right direction on a bed;
a column provided on the bed and having an
opening formed to span the X-axis guide in for-
ward and backward direction so as to allow the
table to enter in the left and right direction,
a saddle provided to move in the forward and
backward direction along a first Y-axis guide ex-
tending in the forward and backward direction
and a second guide which are disposed at a top
portion of the column, the second guide dis-
posed below, parallel to and offset in the left and
right direction from the first Y-axis guide; and
a spindle head disposed at a side of the saddle
close to the second Y-axis guide so as to move
in the vertical direction.

2. The machining center according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a moving body movable in the left and right di-
rection along the X-axis guide; and
a cradle supported at the ends thereof by the
moving body with rotating shafts extending par-
allel to the X-axis, wherein the table is disposed
on the cradle.

3. The machining center according to claim 1 or 2, fur-
ther comprising a protection cover connected to the
saddle, and configured to expand and contract ac-
cording to the movement of the forward and back-
ward movement of the saddle,
wherein a guide rail, configured to slidably support
the protection cover, is extended through a through
hole in the saddle, whereby an upper end of the pro-
tection cover is positioned lower than the height of
the saddle.

4. The machining center according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the spindle head is
mounted to the head stock so as to move vertically
relative to the saddle,
wherein a cable for power supply or control, or a pipe
for machining fluid or coolant is passed through a
first fixture secured to the saddle or the spindle head
and a second fixture secured to the column so as to
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be loosely held above a slant-shaped top portion of
the column.
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