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(54) POWER CONVERSION DEVICE AND AIR-CONDITIONING DEVICE USING SAME

(57) A power converter includes a transformation cir-
cuit configured to transform a rectified voltage rectified
by a rectifier to output the voltage, and a converter control
unit configured to control an operation of a switching el-
ement of the transformation circuit. The converter control
unit calculates a current command value based on a line
voltage or the phase voltage, calculates a current devi-
ation between the current command value and the reac-
tor current, and calculates a switching command value
from the current deviation calculated in a current sub-
tractor. In this case, the converter control unit generates
a control amount obtained by integrating the current de-

viation for each of different phase angles, and includes
a plurality of integrators provided for the respective dif-
ferent phase angles of a power supply voltage. The in-
tegrator corresponding to a power supply phase angle is
caused to accumulate the current deviation, and the in-
tegrator corresponding to a phase angle that is advanced
by a set delay phase from the power supply phase angle
is caused to output the control amount. A switching signal
to be output to the switching element is generated with
use of the control amount and the switching command
value.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a power con-
verter configured to rectify AC power and then transform
the rectified AC power with use of a transformation circuit
including a switching element, and to an air-conditioning
apparatus using the power converter.

Background Art

[0002] In a large-capacity inverter device configured
to drive a motor for a compressor or a fan of a refrigerating
and air-conditioning apparatus, a three-phase full-wave
rectification type converter includes a three-phase recti-
fier configured to rectify a three-phase AC voltage, a
smoothing capacitor including a reactor and a capacitor
and being configured to smooth an output voltage of the
three-phase rectifier, and an inverter circuit configured
to convert the voltage of the smoothing capacitor into an
AC voltage to drive a motor. In this three-phase full-wave
rectification type converter, as a system for improving a
power factor and a power supply current harmonic, there
has been proposed a system including a step-up con-
verter configured to step up the output voltage of the
three-phase rectifier by chopping, and a switching control
unit configured to control a switching element of the step-
up converter. In the system, the switching control unit
controls an on duty of the switching element so that a
power supply current has a square wave (for example,
see Patent Literature 1). In Patent Literature 1, the power
supply current has a square wave, and hence as com-
pared to a case in which a DC reactor is used immediately
after the three-phase rectifier, particularly a fifth-order
harmonic component of the power supply current har-
monic is reduced, and thus this technology has an ad-
vantage in terms of harmonic regulation.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0003] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Pat-
ent Application Publication No. 2010-187521

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] In Patent Literature 1, the voltage obtained im-
mediately after the rectifier is the input of the step-up
converter. It is known that a voltage Vin output from a
rectifier 10 is pulsed at a frequency that is six times as
large as a power supply voltage (360 Hz in the case of
a commercial frequency of 60 Hz). A constant reactor
voltage cannot be obtained when the input voltage is
pulsed. Therefore, it is difficult to control a reactor current

value of the step-up converter to be constant.
[0005] In order to control the current value to be con-
stant even when the output voltage from the rectifier is
pulsed, it is conceivable to design response of a current
control system to be sufficiently high and set a high carrier
frequency. However, when the carrier frequency is in-
creased, loss of the power converter is increased, and
thus noise is also increased.
[0006] The present invention has been made in order
to overcome the problems described above, and an ob-
ject of the present invention is to provide a power con-
verter capable of having less loss and reducing noise
while suppressing fluctuations in reactor voltage even
when a carrier frequency is decreased, and to provide
an air-conditioning apparatus using the power converter.

Solution to Problem

[0007] A power converter according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention includes: a rectifier, which
is configured to rectify three-phase AC power; a trans-
formation circuit, which includes a reactor, a switching
element, and a backflow prevention element, and is con-
figured to transform a voltage rectified in the rectifier; a
capacitor, which is configured to smooth an output volt-
age of the transformation circuit; a power supply voltage
detector, which is configured to detect a line voltage or
phase voltage of at least one phase of the three-phase
AC power; a current detector, which is configured to de-
tect a reactor current flowing through the reactor; an out-
put voltage detector, which is configured to detect the
output voltage output from the transformation circuit; and
a converter control unit, which is configured to control
the switching element of the transformation circuit based
on the line voltage or phase voltage detected by the pow-
er supply voltage detector, and on the reactor current
detected by the current detector, the converter control
unit including: a current control unit, which is configured
to calculate a current command value based on the out-
put voltage detected by the output voltage detector; a
current subtractor, which is configured to calculate a cur-
rent deviation between the current command value cal-
culated in the current control unit and the reactor current;
a switching command value control unit, which is config-
ured to calculate a switching command value from the
current deviation calculated in the current subtractor; a
current deviation accumulation unit, which is configured
to generate a control amount obtained by integrating the
current deviation calculated in the current subtractor for
each of different power supply phase angles, and in-
cludes a plurality of integrators provided for the respec-
tive different power supply phase angles of a power sup-
ply voltage; a phase angle calculation unit, which is con-
figured to calculate a power supply phase angle based
on the line voltage or phase voltage detected by the pow-
er supply voltage detector; an input selection unit, which
is configured to cause one of the plurality of integrators,
which corresponds to the power supply phase angle cal-

1 2 



EP 3 358 732 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

culated in the phase angle calculation unit, to accumulate
the current deviation; an output selection unit, which is
configured to cause one of the plurality of integrators,
which corresponds to a phase angle that is advanced by
a set delay phase from the power supply phase angle
calculated in the phase angle calculation unit, to output
the control amount; and a switching control unit, which
is configured to generate a switching signal to be output
to the switching element with use of the control amount
output from the output selection unit and the switching
command value.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0008] According to the power converter of the one em-
bodiment of the present invention, an error accumulation
unit accumulates the current deviation, the output selec-
tion unit outputs the control amount at a phase angle that
is advanced by the set delay phase, and the switching
signal is generated based on the switching command
value and the control amount. In this manner, an error
included in the switching command value is canceled,
and thus the loss and the noise can be reduced while
fluctuations in reactor voltage are suppressed even when
the carrier frequency is decreased.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0009]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a circuit diagram for illustrating a
power converter according to Embodiment 1 of the
present invention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a block diagram for illustrating an
example of a converter control unit of the power con-
verter of Fig. 1.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a graph for showing an example of
a rectified voltage and a reactor current in a related-
art power converter that is slow in response of current
control and does not use an error accumulation unit.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a graph for showing an example of
a rectified voltage and a reactor current in a related-
art power converter that is fast in response of current
control and does not use an integration control unit.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a graph for showing an example of
a power supply voltage, a reactor current, and a con-
trol amount in the power converter of Fig. 1 and Fig. 2.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a block diagram for illustrating a
power converter according to Embodiment 2 of the
present invention.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a block diagram for illustrating an
example of a converter control unit of the power con-
verter of Fig. 6.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a block diagram for illustrating a
power converter according to Embodiment 3 of the
present invention.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a circuit diagram of an air-condition-
ing apparatus using the power converter according

to the present invention.

Description of Embodiments

Embodiment 1

[0010] Now, embodiments of the present invention are
described with reference to the drawings. Fig. 1 is a circuit
diagram for illustrating a power converter according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. With reference
to Fig. 1, a power converter 1 is described. The power
converter 1 of Fig. 1 is connected to a load M, for example,
a motor for a compressor or an air sending device of an
air-conditioning apparatus, and supplies an alternating
current at a predetermined frequency to the load M. The
power converter 1 includes a rectifier 10, a transformation
circuit 20, a smoothing capacitor 25, and an inverter 30.
[0011] The rectifier 10 is an AC-DC converter config-
ured to rectify an AC voltage (for example, AC 200 V) of
a three-phase AC power supply 100, and is made up of,
for example, a three-phase full-wave rectifier including
six bridge-connected diodes 11. The rectifier 10 outputs
a rectified voltage Vin to the transformation circuit 20.
[0012] The transformation circuit 20 is a DC-DC con-
verter configured to transform the voltage Vin rectified in
the rectifier 10 to any voltage (for example, DC 365 V),
and is made up of, for example, a step-up chopper circuit.
The transformation circuit 20 includes a step-up reactor
21, a backflow prevention element 22, and a switching
element 23. The reactor 21 is connected to an output
terminal of the rectifier 10, and the backflow prevention
element 22 is connected to the reactor 21 in series. The
switching element 23 is connected between the reactor
21 and the backflow prevention element 22.
[0013] The backflow prevention element 22 is made
up of a backflow prevention diode, for example, a fast
recovery diode. The switching element 23 is turned on
or off in response to a switching signal S1, and is made
up of, for example, a MOFET, an IGBT, or other semi-
conductor elements, or a silicon carbide (SiC) element,
a gallium nitride (GaN), a diamond element, or other wide
bandgap semiconductors having a larger bandgap than
that of a silicon (Si) element. The switching signal S1 is
transmitted from a converter control unit 40, and is output
from the converter control unit 40 so that an output volt-
age Vdc of the transformation circuit 20 becomes a target
voltage (voltage command value Vdc*).
[0014] When the switching element 23 is turned on,
the reactor 21 is applied with the voltage Vin rectified by
the rectifier 10, and conduction of current is inhibited by
the backflow prevention element 22. Meanwhile, when
the switching element 23 is turned off, current is conduct-
ed through the backflow prevention element 22, and a
voltage in a direction opposite to that when the switching
element 23 is turned on is induced to the reactor 21. At
this time, the energy accumulated in the reactor 21 while
the switching element 23 is turned on is transferred to
the smoothing capacitor 25 side when the switching el-
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ement 23 is turned off. An on duty of the switching ele-
ment 23 is controlled by the converter control unit 40 to
control the output voltage Vdc from the transformation
circuit 20. Then, the smoothing capacitor 25 smooths the
output voltage Vdc output from the transformation circuit
20.
[0015] The inverter 30 converts the DC power
smoothed and charged by the smoothing capacitor 25
into AC power, and includes a plurality of switching ele-
ments. The inverter 30 is connected to the load M, for
example, the motor for the compressor in the air-condi-
tioning apparatus, and supplies the alternating current at
a predetermined frequency to the load M. The operation
of the inverter 30 is controlled by an inverter control unit
(not shown).
[0016] Next, an operation example of the power con-
verter 1 of Fig. 1 is described. The AC voltage supplied
from the three-phase AC power supply 2 is rectified with
use of the rectifier 10 to be output. The voltage Vin rec-
tified by the rectifier 10 is stepped up in the transformation
circuit 20, and is accumulated in the smoothing capacitor
25. At this time, the operation of the transformation circuit
20 is controlled so that a constant reactor current IL is
obtained. Then, the output voltage Vdc stepped up in the
transformation circuit 20 is converted into a three-phase
AC by the inverter 30, and is supplied to the motor M.
[0017] As described above, the operation of the switch-
ing element 23 in the transformation circuit 20 is control-
led by the converter control unit 40, and the converter
control unit 40 performs switching control based on in-
formation detected by each detector. That is, the power
converter 1 includes a power supply voltage detector 51
configured to detect a line voltage or phase voltage of at
least one phase of the three-phase AC power supply 2,
an output voltage detector 52 configured to detect the
output voltage Vdc that is output from the transformation
circuit 20 and accumulated in the smoothing capacitor
25, and a current detector 53 configured to detect the
reactor current IL flowing through the reactor 21. Then,
the converter control unit 40 is configured to control the
switching operation of the switching element 23 based
on the line voltage or the phase voltage, the output volt-
age Vdc, and the reactor current IL flowing through the
reactor 21, to thereby control the output voltage Vdc out-
put from the transformation circuit 20.
[0018] Fig. 2 is a block diagram for illustrating an ex-
ample of the converter control unit in the power converter
of Fig. 1. With reference to Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, the converter
control unit 40 is described. The configuration of the con-
verter control unit 40 of Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 is constructed
by executing a program stored in a microcomputer. The
converter control unit 40 includes a feedback loop control
system that is based on the output voltage Vdc, and a
minor loop control system that is based on the reactor
current IL. Specifically, the converter control unit 40 in-
cludes, as a voltage control system, a voltage subtractor
41 and a current control unit 42, and includes, as a current
control system, a current subtractor 43 and a switching

command value control unit 44.
[0019] The voltage subtractor 41 calculates a voltage
difference between the voltage command value Vdc*
(target voltage value) and the output voltage Vdc. The
current control unit 42 calculates a current command val-
ue IL* of the reactor current IL flowing through the reactor
21, based on the voltage difference calculated in the volt-
age subtractor 41. In this case, the current control unit
42 calculates the current command value IL* by perform-
ing, for example, PID control in which proportional con-
trol, integral control, and derivative control are combined.
The control method performed by the current control unit
42 is not limited as long as the current command value
IL* can be calculated. For example, the current control
unit 42 may perform PI control including only proportional
control and integral control, or may perform P control
including only proportional control. It is enough that the
control be a combination of any of the proportional con-
trol, the integral control, and the derivative control.
[0020] The current subtractor 43 calculates a current
deviation between the current command value IL* calcu-
lated in the current control unit 42 and the reactor current
IL detected by the current detector 53. The switching
command value control unit 44 calculates a switching
command value (for example, duty ratio) D0 based on
the current deviation calculated in the current subtractor
43. In this case, the current control unit 42 calculates the
switching command value D0 by performing, for exam-
ple, PID control in which proportional control, integral
control, and derivative control are combined. The control
method performed by the switching command value con-
trol unit 44 is not limited as long as the switching com-
mand value D0 can be calculated. For example, the
switching command value control unit 44 may perform
PI control including only proportional control and integral
control, or may perform P control including only propor-
tional control. It is enough that the control be a combina-
tion of any of the proportional control, the integral control,
and the derivative control.
[0021] Further, the converter control unit 40 includes
a switching control unit 46 configured to generate the
switching signal S1 to be output to the switching element
23. The switching control unit 46 generates the switching
signal S1 based on the switching command value D0
calculated in the switching command value control unit
44.
[0022] In this case, the converter control unit 40 in-
cludes an error accumulation unit 45 configured to accu-
mulate a harmonic component of the reactor current IL.
The switching control unit 46 has a function of generating
the switching signal S1 with use of not only the switching
command value D0 but also a control amount output from
the error accumulation unit 45.
[0023] The error accumulation unit 45 includes a cur-
rent deviation accumulation unit 45a, a phase angle cal-
culation unit 45b, an input selection unit 45c, and an out-
put selection unit 45d. The current deviation accumula-
tion unit 45a accumulates the current deviation for each
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power supply phase angle to generate the control
amount, and includes N integrators m0 to mn-1 provided
for the respective different power supply phase angles
of a power supply voltage Vrs. That is, one period of the
AC voltage is divided into N ranges of power supply
phase angles, and the integrators m0 to mn-1 are provided
for the respective divided ranges of the power supply
phase angles.
[0024] The number N of the plurality of integrators m0
to mn-1 is preferred to be set based on the period of the
power supply voltage (power supply frequency) and a
control period (control frequency). For example, when
the control frequency is 18,000 Hz and the power supply
frequency of the three-phase AC power supply 2 is 60
Hz, the number N is set to 18,000/60=300. Then, one
period of the AC voltage is divided into N (=300) ranges
of power supply phase angles, and N (=300) integrators
m0 to mn-1 are mounted. Therefore, one integrator cor-
responds to a power supply phase angle of 1.2 degrees
(360 degrees/300), and integrates the current deviation
for the power supply phase angle of 1.2 degrees.
[0025] The phase angle calculation unit 45b calculates
a power supply phase angle θ of the power supply voltage
Vrs based on the line voltage or the phase voltage. As
described above, the power supply voltage detector 51
detects a line voltage or phase voltage of at least one
phase of the three-phase AC power supply 2, and hence
the phase angle calculation unit 45b calculates the power
supply phase angle θ of one of the three phases. Further,
the phase angle calculation unit 45b has a function of
detecting the zero crossing of the power supply voltage
Vrs to detect the period of the power supply voltage Vrs.
The harmonic component of the reactor current IL has
the same frequency characteristic as the period of the
power supply voltage. The phase angle calculation unit
45b detects the zero crossing of the power supply voltage
with use of this property. Thus, the periodicity of the re-
actor current IL can be known with a simple method, and
the circuit can be formed at low cost.
[0026] The input selection unit 45c causes one of the
integrators m0 to mn-1, which corresponds to the phase
angle calculated in the phase angle calculation unit 45b,
to accumulate the current deviation. The output selection
unit 45d causes one of the integrators m0 to mn-1, which
corresponds to a power supply phase angle that is ad-
vanced by a set delay phase from the power supply phase
angle θ calculated in the phase angle calculation unit
45b, to output the control amount. As described above,
the harmonic component of the reactor current IL has the
same frequency characteristic as the period of the power
supply voltage Vrs, and hence it is preferred that the set
delay phase be set to one power supply period. In this
manner, an error can be canceled with use of the control
amount having the same frequency characteristic, and
hence the fluctuations in reactor current IL can be reliably
suppressed.
[0027] Further, the input selection unit 45c and the out-
put selection unit 45d have a function of controlling the

timing to cause each of the integrators m0 to mn-1 to in-
tegrate the current deviation and perform output in con-
sideration of two types of delay, that is, delay due to waste
time and delay due to current control. The delay due to
waste time is caused by calculation time delay of a con-
troller, for example, a microcomputer, and generally cor-
responds to one control period.
[0028] In the delay due to current control, the relation-
ship between the reactor current iL and a reactor voltage
vL is represented by a voltage equation of Expression (1).

[0029] As shown in Expression (1), the reactor current
IL is represented by the integral of the reactor voltage
VL. Therefore, even when the transformation circuit 20
performs output so that the reactor voltage VL is obtained,
a certain time is required until the output is reflected as
a current value, and delay of one control period is re-
quired to be added. As a result, the two types of delay
correspond to delay of two control periods. Therefore,
the timing for the output selection unit 45d to select the
output is set at a timing that is advanced by two control
periods from the timing for the input selection unit 45c to
select the input.
[0030] The switching control unit 46 generates the
switching signal S1 to be output to the switching element
23 with use of the control amount output from the error
accumulation unit 45 and the switching command value
D0 calculated in the switching command value control
unit 44. Specifically, the switching control unit 46 includes
an adder 46a and a switching signal output unit 46b. The
adder 46a adds the control amount output from the error
accumulation unit 45 to the switching command value
D0, and outputs an added switching command value D1.
At this time, the adder 46a may add a value obtained by
multiplying the control amount by a predetermined con-
stant to the switching command value D0.
[0031] The switching signal output unit 46b generates
the switching signal S1 indicating the ON/OFF of the
switching element 23 from the added switching command
value D1 (duty ratio) that is the output of the adder 46a.
At this time, the switching signal output unit 46b can use
various known methods, for example, generation of the
switching signal S1 with use of a triangle wave having a
carrier frequency.
[0032] Next, with reference to Fig. 2, an operation ex-
ample of the converter control unit 40 is described. First,
the voltage subtractor 41 calculates the voltage differ-
ence between the voltage command value Vdc* (target
voltage value) and the present output voltage Vdc, and
the current control unit 42 calculates the current com-
mand value IL* based on the voltage difference. After
that, the current subtractor 43 calculates the current de-
viation between the current command value IL* and the
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reactor current IL, and the switching command value con-
trol unit 44 calculates the switching command value D0
based on the current deviation.
[0033] Meanwhile, the phase angle calculation unit
45b of the error accumulation unit 45 calculates the
present power supply phase angle θ based on the power
supply voltage Vrs. After that, the input selection unit 45c
selects the integrator at which the current deviation is
integrated based on the power supply phase angle θ,
and the selected integrator integrates the current devia-
tion. Further, the output selection unit 45d selects, for
example, the integrator corresponding to the phase that
is advanced by one period from the present power supply
phase angle θ, and the control amount accumulated in
the selected integrator is output.
[0034] After that, the adder 46a of the switching control
unit 46 adds the control amount to the switching com-
mand value D0 so as to output the added switching com-
mand value D1 in which the control amount of the current
deviation is reflected. After that, the switching signal out-
put unit 46b generates the switching signal S1, and out-
puts the switching signal S1 to the switching element 23
of the transformation circuit 20.
[0035] According to Embodiment 1, the error accumu-
lation unit 45 accumulates the current deviation, and the
output selection unit 45d outputs the control amount at
a phase angle that is advanced by the set delay phase.
Thus, the switching signal S1 is generated based on the
switching command value D0 and the control amount. In
this manner, the fact that the period of the power supply
voltage is related to the period of the pulsing of the reactor
current IL is used so that the current deviation from the
predetermined current value of the reactor current IL is
brought close to zero current. Thus, the performance of
current control can be improved. As a result, the control
response in the switching command value control unit 44
can be decreased, and the carrier frequency can be de-
creased. Thus, the switching loss and the noise of the
power converter 1 can be suppressed.
[0036] That is, in a case of a configuration in which the
transformation circuit 20 made up of a step-up converter
is used immediately after the rectifier 10, the reactor cur-
rent cannot be controlled to be constant unless the re-
sponse of the current control is increased in speed. Fig.
3 is a graph for showing an example of a rectified voltage
and a reactor current in a related-art power converter that
is slow in response of current control and does not use
the error accumulation unit. As shown in Fig. 3, the volt-
age Vin obtained immediately after the rectifier 10 varies
depending on the power supply phase angle because a
difference between the maximum value and the minimum
value of the power supply voltage Vrs of each phase is
output, and the voltage Vin is pulsed at 360 Hz (when
the power supply frequency is 60 Hz), which is a frequen-
cy that is six times as large as the power supply. When
the input voltage is pulsed as described above, the volt-
age applied to both terminals of the reactor 21 changes,
and hence the reactor current IL is also pulsed at 360 Hz.

[0037] In order to prevent this pulsing from occurring,
it is conceivable to cause the current control system for
the reactor 21 to respond at a higher speed so as to
obtain a frequency that is sufficiently higher than 360 Hz.
Fig. 4 is a graph for showing an example of a rectified
voltage and a reactor current in a related-art power con-
verter that is fast in response of current control and does
not use an integration control unit. As shown in Fig. 4,
when the current control response is increased in speed,
the pulsing of the reactor current is reduced. However,
since the reactor control response is needed to be in-
creased in speed, and hence it is required to set a carrier
period to have a higher speed. This leads to increase in
switching loss of a converter.
[0038] In view of this, the reactor current control using
the error accumulation unit 45 as illustrated in Fig. 2 is
performed so that the pulsing of the reactor current can
be reduced even when the response of the reactor control
is decreased in speed. Fig. 5 is a graph for showing an
example of the power supply voltage Vrs, the reactor
current IL, and the control amount in the power converter
of Fig. 1 and Fig. 2. In Fig. 5, the power supply voltage
Vrs, the reactor current IL, and the control amount are
shown in order from the top.
[0039] As shown in Fig. 5, it can be confirmed that the
pulsing of the reactor current is reduced for each period
of the power supply voltage Vrs. That is, the current de-
viation is stored in the integrator corresponding to the
power supply phase angle θ, and the pulsing of one pe-
riod of the power supply voltage Vrs is accumulated in
each of the integrators m0 to mn-1 for each phase angle.
Then, in synchronization with the timing of the power sup-
ply phase angle θ after one period of the power supply
voltage Vrs, the control amount accumulated in corre-
sponding one of the integrators m0 to mn-1 is output, and
an error is canceled at the next power supply period. This
operation is achieved in the separate integrators m0 to
mn-1 for all of the power supply phase angles θ so that
the current deviations of all of the power supply phase
angles θ can be brought close to zero. In this manner,
as shown in Fig. 5, the current deviation can be brought
closer to zero as compared to that in the previous power
supply period. This control is repeated for each period of
the power supply voltage Vrs, and the current deviation
finally becomes zero.
[0040] Further, when the carrier frequency is increased
as shown in Fig. 4, the control period is shortened, and
the calculation is required to be ended in a limited time
period. Therefore, a high-performance microcomputer is
required, which leads to increase in cost. Meanwhile, as
shown in Fig. 5, in the power converter 1, the pulsing of
the reactor current IL can be suppressed even without
increasing the carrier frequency, and hence the control
period can be lengthened. As a result, an inexpensive
microcomputer that is low in calculation speed can be
used, and thus the cost can be reduced.
[0041] Further, the switching signal S1 is generated
with use of the control amount output from the error ac-
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cumulation unit 45 and the switching command value D0
calculated in the switching command value control unit
44. Therefore, a control gain can be set such that resist-
ance against disturbance is improved by the switching
command value control unit 44 and the followability to
the target value (harmonic suppression) is improved by
the error accumulation unit 45. In this manner, the control
can be achieved with higher accuracy as compared to
the related-art control using only the PID control. That is,
in repetitive control that uses an error of the past one
period, the periodicity of the current is important. When
a power supply environment varies as in momentary
power interruption, the periodicity of the current is lost.
Also in this case, the control gain may be set as described
above so that the PID control is mainly operated when
the power supply environment varies, and thus the re-
sistance against the variation in power supply environ-
ment can be improved.
[0042] Further, when the output selection unit 45d
causes the integrator, which corresponds to the phase
angle that is advanced by one period of the power supply
voltage as the set delay phase, to output the control
amount, an error can be canceled with use of the control
amount having the same frequency characteristic, and
hence the fluctuations in reactor current IL can be reliably
suppressed.
[0043] Further, when the output selection unit 45d se-
lects the integrator that is caused to output the control
amount at a timing that is advanced by two control periods
from the selection of the one of the integrators m0 to mn-1
by the input selection unit 45c, the integration of the cur-
rent deviation and the output of the control amount are
performed at a timing in consideration of the above-men-
tioned two types of delay. Therefore, when the error is
canceled with use of the control amount having the same
frequency characteristic, the phase shift can be sup-
pressed, and the fluctuations in reactor current IL can be
reliably suppressed.

Embodiment 2

[0044] Fig. 6 is a block diagram for illustrating a power
converter according to Embodiment 2 of the present in-
vention. With reference to Fig. 6, a power converter 100
is described. In the power converter 100 of Fig. 6, parts
having the same configuration as those of the power con-
verter 1 of Fig. 1 are denoted by the same reference
symbols, and description thereof is omitted herein. In the
power converter 100 of Fig. 6, a transformation circuit
120 is made up of a multilevel converter.
[0045] Specifically, the transformation circuit 120 in-
cludes a reactor 121, two backflow prevention elements
122a and 122b, two switching elements 123a and 123b,
and an intermediate capacitor 124. The reactor 121 is
connected to the output terminal of the rectifier 10, and
the backflow prevention elements 122a and 122b are
connected to each other in series, and are also connected
to the reactor 121 in series. The switching elements 123a

and 123b are connected between the reactor 121 and
the backflow prevention element 122a. Further, the in-
termediate capacitor 124 is connected between the back-
flow prevention elements 122a and 122b and between
the switching elements 123a and 123b.
[0046] The switching operation of the switching ele-
ments 123a and 123b in the transformation circuit 120 is
controlled by a converter control unit 140. Further, the
power converter 100 includes an intermediate voltage
detector 154 configured to detect an intermediate voltage
Vm of the intermediate capacitor 124. Then, the convert-
er control unit 140 outputs a switching signal S11 to the
switching element 123a and outputs a switching signal
S12 to the switching element 123b based on the power
supply voltage Vrs, the output voltage Vdc, the reactor
current IL, and the intermediate voltage Vm detected by
the intermediate voltage detector 154.
[0047] The basic function of the transformation circuit
120 being the multilevel converter is the same as that of
the transformation circuit 20 being the step-up converter
of Fig. 1, but an output voltage level of a chopper in the
multilevel converter is 3 levels. The intermediate voltage
Vm of the intermediate capacitor 124 is controlled so as
to be 1/2Vdc, which is a half of the output voltage Vdc of
the smoothing capacitor 25, and this intermediate voltage
command value Vm* is input to the converter control unit
140. Then, the multilevel converter can output 3 levels
of 0, 1/2Vdc, and Vdc. Therefore, the switching loss can
be reduced, and a high efficiency can be achieved be-
cause a carrier ripple current of the reactor 121 is re-
duced.
[0048] Fig. 7 is a block diagram for illustrating an ex-
ample of the converter control unit 140 in the power con-
verter of Fig. 6. In the converter control unit 140 of Fig.
7, parts having the same configuration as those of the
converter control unit 40 of Fig. 2 are denoted by the
same reference symbols, and description thereof is omit-
ted herein. In Fig. 7, the converter control unit 140 gen-
erates the switching signals S11 and S12 in considera-
tion of the intermediate voltage Vm of the intermediate
capacitor 124.
[0049] Specifically, the converter control unit 140 in-
cludes an intermediate voltage subtractor 141 configured
to calculate an intermediate voltage deviation between
the intermediate voltage command value Vm* and the
intermediate voltage Vm, and an intermediate command
value control unit 142 configured to calculate an interme-
diate switching command value Dm based on the inter-
mediate voltage deviation calculated in the intermediate
voltage subtractor 141. The intermediate command val-
ue control unit 142 calculates the intermediate switching
command value Dm by performing PID control in which
proportional control, integral control, and derivative con-
trol are combined. The current control unit 42 may per-
form, for example, PI control including only proportional
control and integral control, or may perform P control
including only proportional control. It is only required that
the control be a combination of any of the proportional
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control, the integral control, and the derivative control.
[0050] A switching control unit 146 includes the adder
46a, an intermediate subtractor 146b, an intermediate
adder 146c, and a switching signal output unit 146d. The
intermediate subtractor 146b subtracts an added switch-
ing command value D11 from the added switching com-
mand value D1 output from the adder 46a to output the
result. The intermediate adder 146c adds an added
switching command value D12 to the added switching
command value D1 output from the adder 46a to output
the result.
[0051] The switching signal output unit 146d generates
the switching signal S11 for the switching element 123a
side based on the added switching command value D11,
and generates the switching signal S12 for the switching
element 123b side based on the added switching com-
mand value D12.
[0052] As in Embodiment 2, even when the transfor-
mation circuit 120 is made up of the multilevel converter,
similarly to Embodiment 1, the current deviation is
brought close to zero current by providing the error ac-
cumulation unit 45, and hence the performance of current
control can be improved. Therefore, the control response
in the switching command value control unit 44 can be
decreased, and further the carrier frequency can be de-
creased. In this manner, the loss of the power converter
can be reduced, and the noise can be suppressed. Fur-
ther, the control period can be lengthened by decreasing
the carrier frequency. Therefore, an inexpensive micro-
computer that is low in calculation speed can be used,
and thus the cost can be reduced.

Embodiment 3

[0053] Fig. 8 is a block diagram for illustrating a power
converter according to Embodiment 3 of the present in-
vention. With reference to Fig. 8, a power converter 200
is described. In the power converter 200 of Fig. 8, parts
having the same configuration as those of the power con-
verter 1 of Fig. 1 are denoted by the same reference
symbols, and description thereof is omitted herein. In the
power converter 200 of Fig. 8, a transformation circuit
220 is made up of a step-down converter.
[0054] Specifically, the transformation circuit 220 of
Fig. 8 includes a switching element 221 connected to the
output terminal of the rectifier 10, a reactor 222 connected
to the switching element 221 in series, and a backflow
prevention element 223 connected between the switch-
ing element 221 and the reactor 222. Further, the con-
verter control unit 40 outputs the switching signal S1 to
the switching element 221 to control the step-down.
[0055] Even when the transformation circuit 220 is a
step-down converter as in Embodiment 3, similarly to
Embodiment 1, the pulsing of the reactor current IL can
be suppressed, and thus the performance of the current
control can be improved. Therefore, the control response
in the switching command value control unit 44 can be
decreased, and the carrier frequency can be decreased.

In this manner, the loss of the power converter can be
reduced, and the noise can be suppressed. Further, the
control period can be lengthened by decreasing the car-
rier frequency. Therefore, an inexpensive microcomputer
that is low in calculation speed can be used, and thus
the cost can be reduced.

Embodiment 4

[0056] Fig. 9 is a circuit diagram of an air-conditioning
apparatus using the power converter according to the
present invention. With reference to Fig. 9, an air-condi-
tioning apparatus 300 is described. Fig. 9 is an example
of a case in which one of the power converters 1, 100,
and 200 according to Embodiments 1 to 3 is applied. The
air-conditioning apparatus 300 of Fig. 9 performs a cool-
ing operation and a heating operation by a heat pump
system. The air-conditioning apparatus 300 includes a
refrigerant circuit in which a compressor 301, a flow
switching device 302, an outdoor heat exchanger 303,
an expansion device 304, an indoor heat exchanger 305,
the flow switching device 302, and the compressor 301
are connected in the stated order by refrigerant pipes.
Among the components, an outdoor unit 300A includes
the power converter 100, the compressor 301, the flow
switching device 302, the outdoor heat exchanger 303,
and the expansion device 304, and an indoor unit 300B
includes the indoor heat exchanger 305.
[0057] Among the components, the compressor 301
includes a compression element 301a configured to com-
press refrigerant, and the motor M coupled to the com-
pression element 301a. Further, the power converter 1
(100, 200) is the power converter according to any one
of Embodiments 1 to 3, which receives power supplied
from the three-phase AC power supply 2, and supplies
the power to the motor M to rotationally drive the motor M.
[0058] Next, the operation of the air-conditioning ap-
paratus illustrated in Fig. 9 is described. The cooling op-
eration is described as an example. In this case, the flow
switching device 302 switches the flow so that refrigerant
discharged from the compressor 301 flows toward the
outdoor heat exchanger 303, and the refrigerant flowing
out from the indoor heat exchanger 305 flows toward the
compressor 301. Further, the outdoor heat exchanger
303 serves as a condenser, and the indoor heat exchang-
er 305 serves as an evaporator.
[0059] When the power converter 100 rotationally
drives the motor M of the compressor 301, the compres-
sion element 301a of the compressor 301, which is cou-
pled to the motor M, compresses the refrigerant, and the
compressor 301 discharges high-temperature and high-
pressure refrigerant. The high-temperature and high-
pressure refrigerant discharged from the compressor
301 passes through the flow switching device 302 to flow
into the outdoor heat exchanger 303, and exchanges
heat with air outside the outdoor heat exchanger 303 to
reject heat. The refrigerant flowing out from the outdoor
heat exchanger 303 is expanded and reduced in pres-
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sure by the expansion device 304 to transition to low-
temperature and low-pressure two-phase gas-liquid re-
frigerant. The low-temperature and low-pressure two-
phase gas-liquid refrigerant flows into the indoor heat
exchanger 305 to exchange heat with air in an air-con-
ditioned space. Thus, the refrigerant is evaporated to
transition to low-temperature and low-pressure gas re-
frigerant to flow out of the indoor heat exchanger 305.
The gas refrigerant flowing out of the indoor heat ex-
changer 305 passes through the flow switching device
302 to be sucked into the compressor 301 to be com-
pressed again. The above-mentioned operation is re-
peated.
[0060] Fig. 9 is an illustration of an example in which
the power converter according to one of Embodiments 1
to 3 is applied to the compressor 301 of the air-condition-
ing apparatus, but the present invention is not limited
thereto. The present invention is applicable to, other than
the air-conditioning apparatus, a heat pump apparatus,
a refrigeration apparatus, or other general refrigeration
cycle apparatus.
[0061] According to Embodiment 4, similarly to Em-
bodiments 1 to 3, the carrier frequency can be decreased
to improve the efficiency as the air-conditioning appara-
tus. In addition, the air-conditioning apparatus can be
formed at low cost, and can be improved in reliability.
[0062] Embodiments of the present invention are not
limited to the respective embodiments described above,
and various modifications may be made thereto. For ex-
ample, Embodiment 1 is an example of a case in which
the set delay phase is set to one power supply period,
and the adder 46a adds the switching command value
D0 and the control amount at the phase angle that is
delayed by one period, but the set delay phase is not
limited thereto. The set delay phase can be set as ap-
propriate depending on the delay amount caused by the
circuit configuration. Further, when the input of the cur-
rent deviation and the output of the control amount are
performed at the same timing in the same integrator m0
to mn, the control amount may be stored in a buffer (not
shown) when the accumulation of the current deviation
is completed so that the control amount may be output
from the buffer.

Reference Signs List

[0063] 1, 100, 200 power converter 2 three-phase AC
power supply 10 rectifier 11 diode 20, 120, 220 transfor-
mation circuit 21, 121, 222 reactor 22, 122a, 122b, 223
backflow prevention element23, 123a, 123b, 221 switch-
ing element 25 smoothing capacitor 30 inverter 40, 140,
240 converter control unit 41 voltage subtractor 42 cur-
rent control unit 43 current subtractor 44 switching com-
mand value control unit 45 error accumulation unit
45a current deviation accumulation unit 45b phase angle
calculation unit
45c input selection unit 45d output selection unit 46, 146
switching control unit 46a adder 46b, 146d switching sig-

nal output unit 51 power supply voltage detector 52 output
voltage detector 53 current detector
124 intermediate capacitor 141 intermediate voltage sub-
tractor 142 intermediate command value control unit
146b intermediate subtractor 146c intermediate adder
154 intermediate voltage detector 300 air-conditioning
apparatus 300A outdoor unit 300B indoor unit 301 com-
pressor 301a compression element 302 flow switching
device 303 outdoor heat exchanger 304 expansion de-
vice 305 indoor heat exchanger D0 switching command
value D1, D11, D12 added switching command value Dm
intermediate switching command value IL reactor current
IL* current command value M load (motor) m0 to mn in-
tegrator N number S1, S11, S12 switching signal Vdc
output voltage from transformation circuit Vdc* voltage
command value Vin voltage output from rectifier VL re-
actor voltage
Vm intermediate voltage Vm* intermediate voltage com-
mand value
Vrs power supply voltage θ power supply phase angle

Claims

1. A power converter, comprising:

a rectifier configured to rectify three-phase AC
power;
a transformation circuit including a reactor, a
switching element, and a backflow prevention
element, and configured to transform a voltage
rectified in the rectifier;
a capacitor configured to smooth an output volt-
age of the transformation circuit;
a power supply voltage detector configured to
detect a line voltage or phase voltage of at least
one phase of the three-phase AC power;
a current detector configured to detect a reactor
current flowing through the reactor;
an output voltage detector configured to detect
the output voltage output from the transforma-
tion circuit; and
a converter control unit configured to control the
switching element of the transformation circuit
based on the line voltage or phase voltage de-
tected by the power supply voltage detector, and
on the reactor current detected by the current
detector,
the converter control unit including

a current control unit configured to calculate
a current command value based on the out-
put voltage detected by the output voltage
detector;
a current subtractor configured to calculate
a current deviation between the current
command value calculated in the current
control unit and the reactor current,
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a switching command value control unit
configured to calculate a switching com-
mand value from the current deviation cal-
culated in the current subtractor,
a current deviation accumulation unit con-
figured to generate a control amount ob-
tained by integrating the current deviation
calculated in the current subtractor for each
of different power supply phase angles, and
including a plurality of integrators provided
for the respective different power supply
phase angles of a power supply voltage,
a phase angle calculation unit configured to
calculate a power supply phase angle
based on the line voltage or the phase volt-
age detected by the power supply voltage
detector,
an input selection unit configured to cause
one of the plurality of integrators, which cor-
responds to the power supply phase angle
calculated in the phase angle calculation
unit, to accumulate the current deviation,
an output selection unit configured to cause
one of the plurality of integrators, which cor-
responds to a phase angle that is advanced
by a set delay phase from the power supply
phase angle calculated in the phase angle
calculation unit, to output the control
amount, and
a switching control unit configured to gen-
erate a switching signal to be output to the
switching element with use of the control
amount caused to be output by the output
selection unit and the switching command
value.

2. The power converter of claim 1, wherein the output
selection unit is configured to cause one of the plu-
rality of integrators, which corresponds to a phase
angle that is advanced by one period of the power
supply voltage as the set delay phase, to output the
control amount.

3. The power converter of claim 1 or 2, wherein the
output selection unit is configured to select one of
the plurality of integrators that is caused to output
the control amount at a timing that is advanced by
two control periods from a control period of the one
of the plurality of integrators selected by the input
selection unit.

4.  The power converter of any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein a number of the plurality of integrators is set
based on a period of the power supply voltage and
a control period.

5. The power converter of any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein the current control unit is configured to per-

form control by combining any of proportional con-
trol, integral control, and derivative control.

6. The power converter of any one of claims 1 to 5,
wherein the switching command value control unit
is configured to perform control by combining any of
proportional control, integral control, and derivative
control.

7. The power converter of any one of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the transformation circuit is a step-up con-
verter including the reactor connected to an output
terminal of the rectifier, the backflow prevention el-
ement connected to the reactor in series, and the
switching element connected between the switching
element and the reactor.

8. The power converter of any one of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the transformation circuit is a multilevel con-
verter including the reactor connected to an output
terminal of the rectifier, two backflow prevention el-
ements connected to the reactor in series, two
switching elements connected between the switch-
ing element and the reactor, and an intermediate ca-
pacitor connected between the two backflow preven-
tion elements and between the two switching ele-
ments.

9.  The power converter of claim 8, further comprising
an intermediate voltage detector configured to detect
a voltage of the intermediate capacitor as an inter-
mediate voltage,
wherein the converter control unit further includes
an intermediate command value control unit config-
ured to calculate an intermediate switching com-
mand value based on the intermediate voltage de-
tected by the intermediate voltage detector, and
wherein the switching control unit is configured to
generate the switching signal to be output to the
switching element with use of the control amount,
the switching command value, and the intermediate
switching command value.

10. The power converter of any one of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the transformation circuit is a step-down
converter including the switching element connected
to an output terminal of the rectifier, the reactor con-
nected to the switching element in series, and the
backflow prevention element connected between
the switching element and the reactor.

11. An air-conditioning apparatus, comprising:

the power converter of any one of claims 1 to
10; and
a refrigerant circuit in which a compressor to
which power is to be supplied from the power
converter, a condenser, an expansion device,
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and an evaporator are connected by a refriger-
ant pipe.
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