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(54) GAS HEAT-PUMP SYSTEM

(57) Provided is a gas heat-pump system. The gas
heat-pump system according to an embodiment of the
present invention includes an air-conditioning system in-
cluding a compressor, an outdoor heat exchanger, an
expander, an indoor heat exchanger and a refrigerant
pipe; an engine configured to provide power for an op-
eration of the compressor, and in which a mixed fuel in
which a fuel and air are mixed is burned; a cooling water
pump which compels a flow of cooling water for cooling
the engine; a cooling water pipe connected to the cooling
water pump, and configured to guide the flow of the cool-
ing water; an auxiliary heat exchanger in which heat ex-
change between the cooling water flowing through the
cooling water pipe and a refrigerant flowing through the
refrigerant pipe is performed; a hot water heat exchanger
in which heat exchange between the cooling water flow-
ing through the cooling water pipe and a fluid supplied
from a hot water supply tank is performed; and a plurality
of flow switching parts installed at the cooling water pipe,
and controlled so that the cooling water discharged from
the engine is guided to the auxiliary heat exchanger or
the hot water heat exchanger.
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Description

[0001] A gas heat-pump system is disclosed herein.
[0002] A heat-pump system is a system having a re-
frigeration cycle which may perform a cooling operation
or a warming operation. The heat-pump system may be
interlocked with a hot-water supply apparatus or an air
conditioner. That is, hot water may be produced or air-
conditioning for the cooling and warming operations may
be performed using a heat source obtained by heat ex-
change between a refrigerant of the refrigeration cycle
and a predetermined heat storage medium.
[0003] For the refrigeration cycle, a compressor which
compresses the refrigerant, a condenser which condens-
es the refrigerant compressed in the compressor, an ex-
pander which depressurizes the refrigerant condensed
in the condenser, and an evaporator which evaporates
the depressurized refrigerant are included.
[0004] The heat-pump system includes a gas heat-
pump (GHP) system. In the GHP system, a high-capacity
compressor which is intended not for home use, but for
industries or for air-conditioning a large building is re-
quired. That is, the GHP system may be used as a system
which uses a gas engine, instead of an electric motor, to
drive a compressor for compressing a large amount of
refrigerant into a high temperature and high pressure
gas.
[0005] The GHP system includes an engine which gen-
erates power using a mixture (hereinafter, a mixed fuel)
of fuel and air, an air supply device which supplies the
mixed fuel to the engine, a fuel supply device, and a mixer
which mixes the air with the fuel.
[0006] The engine may include a cylinder to which the
mixed fuel is supplied, and a piston which is provided in
the cylinder to be movable. The air supply device may
include an air filter which purifies the air. And the fuel
supply device includes a zero governor for supplying the
fuel having a constant pressure.
[0007] The GHP system includes cooling water which
cools the engine while being circulated in the engine. The
cooling water may absorb waste heat of the engine, and
the absorbed waste heat may be supplied to the refrig-
erant circulated in the GHP system, and may assist per-
formance enhancement of the system. In particular,
when the warming operation is performed by the GHP
system, evaporation performance in the refrigeration cy-
cle may be enhanced.
[0008] However, the waste heat of the engine may be
continuously produced more than assisting the refriger-
ation cycle. But since a conventional GHP system is not
configured to additionally use the remaining waste heat
of the engine, there is a problem that the remaining waste
heat is abandoned to the outside.
[0009] Prior art document related to the conventional
GHP system is as follows.

1. Registration number (Registration date): Korean
Patent No.10-1341533 (December 9, 2013)

2. Title of the invention : Gas heat-pump system and
control method thereof

[0010] The present invention is directed to providing a
gas heat-pump (GHP) system which is able to use waste
heat of an engine.
[0011] Also, the present invention is directed to provid-
ing a GHP system which is able to reduce the number of
additional components and to increase productivity
thereof.
[0012] Also, the present invention is directed to provid-
ing a GHP system which is able to simply realize circu-
lation control of cooling water.
[0013] Also, the present invention is directed to provid-
ing a GHP system having a structure in which circulating
water is bypassed to an engine when a temperature of
the circulating water or the cooling water is not increased
by a set temperature.
[0014] Also, the present invention is directed to provid-
ing a GHP system having a structure which is able to
reduce resistance against cooling water which is being
circulated.
[0015] The above problems are solved by the features
of the independent claim, the dependent claims relate to
further aspects of the invention.
[0016] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a gas heat-pump system comprising:
an air-conditioning system comprising a compressor, an
outdoor heat exchanger, an expander, an indoor heat
exchanger and a refrigerant pipe; an engine configured
to provide power for an operation of the compressor, and
in which a mixed fuel in which a fuel and air are mixed is
burned; a cooling water pump which compels a flow of
cooling water for cooling the engine; a cooling water pipe
connected to the cooling water pump, and configured to
guide the flow of the cooling water; an auxiliary heat ex-
changer in which heat exchange between the cooling
water flowing through the cooling water pipe and a re-
frigerant flowing through the refrigerant pipe is per-
formed; a hot water heat exchanger in which heat ex-
change between the cooling water flowing through the
cooling water pipe and a fluid supplied from a hot water
supply tank is performed; and a plurality of flow switching
parts installed at the cooling water pipe, the plurality of
flow switching parts being configured to be controlled so
that the cooling water discharged from the engine is guid-
ed to the auxiliary heat exchanger or the hot water heat
exchanger.
[0017] The gas heat-pump system further comprises
a cooling water tank in which the cooling water is stored,
wherein the cooling water pipe comprises a first pipe
which extends from the cooling water tank to the engine
so that the cooling water is introduced into the engine.
[0018] The plurality of flow switching parts comprise a
first flow switching part, the cooling water pipe further
comprises a second pipe which extends from an outlet
side of the engine to the first flow switching part, and the
hot water heat exchanger is installed at the second pipe.
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[0019] The plurality of flow switching parts comprise a
second flow switching part, and the cooling water pipe
further comprises a third pipe which extends from the
first flow switching part to the second flow switching part.
[0020] The cooling water pipe further comprises a
fourth pipe which extends from one port of the second
flow switching part to the auxiliary heat exchanger.
[0021] The gas heat-pump system further comprises
a radiator installed at one side of an outdoor fan provided
at the air-conditioning system, wherein the cooling water
pipe further comprises a fifth pipe which extends from
another port of the second flow switching part to the ra-
diator.
[0022] The gas heat-pump system further comprises
a sixth pipe which extends from the first flow switching
part to the first pipe and bypasses the cooling water heat-
exchanged in the hot water heat exchanger to the engine.
[0023] The gas heat-pump system further comprises:
an inlet path which extends from the hot water supply
tank to the hot water heat exchanger and guides the fluid
to the hot water heat exchanger, and an outlet path which
extends from the hot water heat exchanger to the hot
water supply tank and guides the fluid heat-exchanged
in the hot water heat exchanger to the hot water supply
tank.
[0024] The hot water heat exchanger comprises: a
cooling water pipe for hot water supply which guides the
flow of the cooling water; and a hot water pipe for hot
water supply which guides a flow of the fluid supplied
from the hot water supply tank.
[0025] The gas heat-pump system further comprises
a cooling water temperature sensor which senses a tem-
perature of the cooling water discharged from the engine,
wherein, when it is recognized that a temperature value
sensed by the cooling water temperature sensor is a set
temperature or less, the first flow switching part is con-
trolled so that the cooling water flows through the sixth
pipe.
[0026] At least one of the plurality of flow switching
parts comprise a 3-way valve.
[0027] The second pipe further comprises: a first intro-
duction pipe which guides the cooling water discharged
from the engine to the hot water heat exchanger; and a
first discharge pipe which guides the cooling water heat-
exchanged in the hot water heat exchanger to the first
flow switching part.
[0028] The gas heat-pump system further comprises
a connection pipe which extends from one point of the
first introduction pipe to one point of the first discharge
pipe so that at least some of the cooling water discharged
from the engine bypasses the hot water heat exchanger.
[0029] The gas heat-pump system further comprises
a bypass valve installed at the connection pipe.
[0030] The gas heat-pump system further comprises
a sixth pipe which extends from the first flow switching
part to the first pipe, wherein the hot water heat exchang-
er is installed at the sixth pipe.
[0031] According to another aspect of the present in-

vention, there is provided a gas heat-pump system com-
prising: a compressor configured to compress a refriger-
ant flowing through a refrigerant pipe; an engine config-
ured to provide power for an operation of the compressor,
and in which a mixed fuel in which a fuel and air are mixed
is burned; a cooling water pump which compels a flow
of cooling water for cooling the engine; a cooling water
pipe connected to the cooling water pump, and config-
ured to guide the flow of the cooling water; a hot water
heat exchanger in which heat exchange between the
cooling water flowing through the cooling water pipe and
a fluid supplied from a hot water supply tank is performed;
a first 3-way valve installed at the cooling water pipe, and
in which the cooling water passed through the hot water
heat exchanger is introduced; a second 3-way valve in
which the cooling water passed through the first 3-way
valve is introduced; an auxiliary heat exchanger disposed
at an outlet side of the second 3-way valve, and in which
heat exchange between the cooling water flowing
through the cooling water pipe and the refrigerant flowing
through the refrigerant pipe is performed; and a bypass
pipe connected to the first 3-way valve, and configured
to guide the cooling water to the engine.
[0032] The gas heat-pump system further comprises
a cooling water tank in which the cooling water for cooling
the engine is stored, wherein the cooling water pipe com-
prises a first pipe which supplies the cooling water from
the cooling water tank toward the engine.
[0033] The cooling water pipe further comprises a sec-
ond pipe which guides the cooling water passed through
the engine to the hot water heat exchanger, and is con-
nected to a first port of the first 3-way valve.
[0034] The cooling water pipe further comprises: a third
pipe which extends from a second port of the first 3-way
valve to the second 3-way valve; and a fourth pipe which
extends from the second 3-way valve to the auxiliary heat
exchanger.
[0035] The bypass pipe extends from a third port of the
first 3-way valve, and is connected to the first pipe.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0036] Embodiments will be described in detail with ref-
erence to the following drawings in which like reference
numerals refer to like elements, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a cycle view illustrating a configuration of
a gas heat-pump (GHP) system according to a first
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a cycle view illustrating flows of a refrigerant,
cooling water and a mixed fuel when the GHP system
is operated;
FIG. 3 is a system view illustrating a configuration of
a main part of the GHP system according to the first
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a system view illustrating the flow of the
cooling water in a structure of FIG. 3 when the GHP
system is operated in a first mode;
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FIG. 5 is a system view illustrating the flow of the
cooling water in the structure of FIG. 3 when the GHP
system is operated in a second mode;
FIG. 6 is a system view illustrating a configuration of
a main part of a GHP system according to a second
embodiment of the present invention; and
FIG. 7 is a system view illustrating a configuration of
a main part of a GHP system according to a third
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0037] Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. However, the
present invention is not limited to the exemplary embod-
iments disclosed below, and those skilled in the art ap-
preciating the ideas of the present invention can easily
propose other embodiments within the scope of the
present invention.
[0038] FIG. 1 is a cycle view illustrating a configuration
of a gas heat-pump (GHP) system according to a first
embodiment of the present invention.
[0039] Referring to FIG. 1, a GHP system 10 according
to a first embodiment of the present invention includes a
plurality of components which forms a refrigeration cycle
as an air-conditioning system. Specifically, for the refrig-
eration cycle, first and second compressors 110 and 112
which compress a refrigerant, an oil separator 115 which
separates oil from the refrigerant compressed in the first
and second compressors 110 and 112, and a 4-way valve
117 which switches a direction of the refrigerant passed
through the oil separator 115 are included.
[0040] The GHP system 10 further includes an outdoor
heat exchanger 120 and an indoor heat exchanger 140.
The outdoor heat exchanger 120 may be disposed in an
outdoor unit located at an outdoor side, and the indoor
heat exchanger 140 may be disposed in an indoor unit
located at an indoor side. The refrigerant passed through
the 4-way valve 117 flows to the outdoor heat exchanger
120 or the indoor heat exchanger 140.
[0041] Meanwhile, elements of the system illustrated
in FIG. 1 may be disposed at the outdoor side, i.e., inside
the outdoor unit, except the indoor heat exchanger 140
and an indoor expander 145.
[0042] Specifically, when the GHP system 10 is oper-
ated in a cooling operation mode, the refrigerant passed
through the 4-way valve 117 flows toward the indoor heat
exchanger 140 via the outdoor heat exchanger 120. How-
ever, when the GHP system 10 is operated in a warming
operation mode, the refrigerant passed through the 4-
way valve 117 flows toward the outdoor heat exchanger
120 via the indoor heat exchanger 140.
[0043] The GHP system 10 further includes a refriger-
ant pipe 170 (a solid line path) which connects the com-
pressors 110 and 112, the outdoor heat exchanger 120,
the indoor heat exchanger 140 and so on, and guides a
flow of the refrigerant.

[0044] A configuration of the GHP system 10 will be
described based on the cooling operation mode.
[0045] The refrigerant flowed to the outdoor heat ex-
changer 120 may be condensed by exchanging heat with
external air.
[0046] An outdoor fan 122 which blows the external air
is provided at one side of the outdoor heat exchanger
120.
[0047] A main expander 125 for depressurizing the re-
frigerant is provided at an outlet side of the outdoor heat
exchanger 120. For example, the main expander 125
includes an electronic expansion valve (EEV). When a
cooling operation is performed, the main expander 125
is fully opened, and thus the refrigerant is not depressu-
rized.
[0048] A supercooling heat exchanger 130 which ad-
ditionally cools the refrigerant is provided at an outlet side
of the main expander 125. And a supercooling path 132
is connected to the supercooling heat exchanger 130.
The supercooling path 132 is branched from the refrig-
erant pipe 170, and connected to the supercooling heat
exchanger 130.
[0049] A supercooling expander 135 is installed at the
supercooling path 132. The refrigerant flowing through
the supercooling path 132 may be depressurized while
passing through the supercooling expander 135. Heat
exchange between the refrigerant in the refrigerant pipe
170 and the refrigerant in the supercooling path 132 may
be performed at the supercooling heat exchanger 130.
In the heat exchange, the refrigerant in the refrigerant
pipe 170 is supercooled, and the refrigerant in the super-
cooling path 132 absorbs heat.
[0050] The supercooling path 132 is connected to a
gas-liquid separator 160. The refrigerant in the super-
cooling path 132 which is heat-exchanged in the super-
cooling heat exchanger 130 may be introduced into the
gas-liquid separator 160.
[0051] The refrigerant in the refrigerant pipe 170
passed through the supercooling heat exchanger 130
flows toward the indoor unit, and is depressurized in the
indoor expander 145 and then evaporated in the indoor
heat exchanger 140. The indoor expander 145 is installed
inside the indoor unit, and may be configured with the
EEV.
[0052] The refrigerant evaporated in the indoor heat
exchanger 140 flows to an auxiliary heat exchanger 150
via the 4-way valve 117. The auxiliary heat exchanger
150 is a heat exchanger in which the heat exchange be-
tween the evaporated low-pressure refrigerant and high-
temperature cooling water is performed, and may in-
clude, for example, a plate type heat exchanger.
[0053] Since the refrigerant evaporated in the indoor
heat exchanger 140 may absorb the heat while passing
through the auxiliary heat exchanger 150, evaporation
efficiency may be improved. The gas-liquid separator 160
which separates the gas refrigerant from the evaporated
refrigerant is provided at an outlet side of the auxiliary
heat exchanger 150. The gas refrigerant and the liquid
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refrigerant passed through the auxiliary heat exchanger
150 are separated from each other in the gas-liquid sep-
arator 160, and the separated gas refrigerant may be
suctioned into the first and second compressors 110 and
112.
[0054] Meanwhile, the GHP system 10 further includes
a cooling water tank 305 in which the cooling water for
cooling an engine 200 is stored, and a cooling water pipe
360 (a dotted line path) which guides a flow of the cooling
water. A cooling water pump 300 which generates a flow-
ing force of the cooling water, a plurality of flow switching
parts 310 and 320 which switch a flow direction of the
cooling water, and a radiator 330 which cools the cooling
water may be installed at the cooling water pipe 360.
[0055] The plurality of flow switching parts 310 and 320
include a first flow switching part 310 and a second flow
switching part 320. For example, each of the first flow
switching part 310 and the second flow switching part
320 may include a 3-way valve. The first flow switching
part 310 may be referred to as a "first 3-way valve", and
the second flow switching part 320 may be referred to as
a "second 3-way valve".
[0056] The radiator 330 may be installed at one side
of the outdoor heat exchanger 120, and the cooling water
in the radiator 330 may exchange heat with the external
air by driving of the outdoor fan 122, and thus may be
cooled in this process.
[0057] When the cooling water pump 300 is driven, the
cooling water stored in the cooling water tank 305 may
pass through the engine 200 which will be described later
and an exhaust gas heat exchanger 240, and then may
selectively flow to the radiator 330 or the auxiliary heat
exchanger 150 via the first flow switching part 310 and
the second flow switching part 320.
[0058] The GHP system 10 includes the engine 200
which generates power for driving the first and second
compressors 110 and 112, and a mixer 220 which is dis-
posed at an inlet side of the engine 200 to supply a mixed
fuel.
[0059] And the GHP system 10 includes an air filter
210 which supplies purified air to the mixer 220, and a
zero governor 230 which supplies a fuel having a prede-
termined pressure or less. It may be understood that the
zero governor 230 is a device which constantly controls
and supplies an outlet pressure of the fuel, regardless of
an inlet pressure of the fuel or a change in a flow rate.
[0060] The air passed through the air filter 210 and the
fuel discharged from the zero governor 230 are mixed in
the mixer 220, and form a mixed fuel. And the mixed fuel
may be supplied to the engine 200.
[0061] The GHP system 10 further includes an exhaust
gas heat exchanger 240 which is provided at an outlet
side of the engine 200 and in which an exhaust gas gen-
erated after burning the mixed fuel is introduced, and a
muffler 250 which is provided at an outlet side of the
exhaust gas heat exchanger 240 to reduce a noise of the
exhaust gas. The heat exchange between the cooling
water and the exhaust gas may be performed in the ex-

haust gas heat exchanger 240.
[0062] An oil tank 205 which supplies oil to the engine
200 may be provided at one side of the engine 200.
[0063] The cooling water pipe 360 includes a first pipe
361 which extends from the cooling water tank 305 to-
ward the engine 200. Specifically, the first pipe 361 in-
cludes a first pipe part which extends from the cooling
water tank 305 to the exhaust gas heat exchanger 240,
and a second pipe part which extends from the exhaust
gas heat exchanger 240 to the engine 200. Therefore,
the cooling water supplied from the cooling water tank
305 exchanges heat with the exhaust gas while passing
through the exhaust gas heat exchanger 240, and is in-
troduced into the engine 200, and thus collects waste
heat of the engine 200. And the cooling water pump 300
which compels the flow of the cooling water may be in-
stalled at the first pipe 361.
[0064] The cooling water pipe 360 further includes a
second pipe 362 which guides the cooling water passed
through the engine 200 to the first flow switching part
310. The second pipe 362 may be understood as a pipe
which extends from the outlet side of the engine 200 to
a first port 311 (refer to FIG. 3) of the first flow switching
part 310.
[0065] A hot water heat exchanger 450 may be in-
stalled at the second pipe 362. Specifically, the hot water
heat exchanger 450 may be understood as a heat ex-
changer for heat-exchanging a fluid supplied from a hot
water supply tank 400 with the cooling water flowing
through the second pipe 362. For example, the fluid may
include water. Since the heat exchange between the fluid
and the cooling water is performed in the hot water heat
exchanger 450, the fluid may be heated, and the cooling
water may be cooled.
[0066] The cooling water pipe 360 further includes a
third pipe 363 which guides the cooling water from the
first flow switching part 310 to the second flow switching
part 320. The third pipe 363 may be understood as a pipe
which extends from a second port 312 (refer to FIG. 3)
of the first flow switching part 310 to a first port 321 of
the second flow switching part 320.
[0067] The cooling water pipe 360 further includes a
fourth pipe 364 which guides the cooling water from the
second flow switching part 320 to the auxiliary heat ex-
changer 150. The fourth pipe 364 extends from a second
port 322 (refer to FIG. 3) of the second flow switching
part 320 to the auxiliary heat exchanger 150, passes
through the auxiliary heat exchanger 150, and then ex-
tends and is coupled to a first point of the first pipe 361.
[0068] The cooling water pipe 360 further includes a
fifth pipe 365 which guides the cooling water from the
second flow switching part 320 to the radiator 330. The
fifth pipe 365 extends from a third port 323 (refer to FIG.
3) of the second flow switching part 320 to the radiator
330, passes through the radiator 330, and then extends
and is coupled to a second point of the first pipe 361.
[0069] The cooling water pipe 360 further includes a
sixth pipe 366 which guides the cooling water from the
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first flow switching part 310 to the first pipe 361. The sixth
pipe 366 may be understood as a pipe which extends
from a third port 313 (refer to FIG. 3) of the first flow
switching part 310, and is coupled to a third point of the
first pipe 361.
[0070] For example, when a temperature of the cooling
water passed through the engine 200 is less than a set
temperature, this means that an effect in which the cool-
ing water flows to the auxiliary heat exchanger 150 or
the radiator 330 and exchanges with it is poor, and thus
the cooling water introduced into the first port 311 of the
first flow switching part 310 may be bypassed to the first
pipe 361 through the sixth pipe 366, and then may be
guide to the engine 200. The sixth pipe 366 may be re-
ferred to as a "bypass pipe".
[0071] The GHP system 10 further includes hot water
supply paths 410 and 412 which connect the hot water
supply tank 400 with the hot water heat exchanger 450.
Each of the hot water supply paths 410 and 412 includes
an inlet path 410 which guides the fluid from the hot water
supply tank 400 to the hot water heat exchanger 450,
and an outlet path 412 which returns the fluid heat-ex-
changed in the hot water heat exchanger 450 to the hot
water supply tank 400.
[0072] The GHP system 10 further includes tempera-
ture sensors 440 and 442 which are installed at the hot
water supply paths 410 and 412, respectively. The tem-
perature sensors 440 and 442 include a first temperature
sensor 440 which is installed at the inlet path 410 to detect
a temperature of the fluid introduced into the hot water
heat exchanger 450, and a second temperature sensor
442 which is installed at the outlet path 412 to detect a
temperature of the fluid discharged from the hot water
heat exchanger 450.
[0073] The GHP system 10 further includes a cooling
water temperature sensor 290 which is installed at the
outlet side of the engine 200 to detect a temperature of
the cooling water passed through the engine 200. When
a temperature of the cooling water detected by the cool-
ing water temperature sensor 290 is a set temperature
or more, the GHP system 10 is operated in a first mode,
and when the temperature of the cooling water is less
than the set temperature, the GHP system 10 is operated
in a second mode. This will be described later.
[0074] Hereinafter, actions of the cooling water and the
mixed fuel according to an operation mode of the GHP
system 10 according to the first embodiment of the
present invention will be described.
[0075] FIG. 2 is a cycle view illustrating the flows of the
refrigerant, the cooling water and the mixed fuel when
the GHP system is operated.
[0076] First, when the GHP system 10 performs a
warming operation, the refrigerant passes through the
first and second compressors 110 and 112, the oil sep-
arator 115, the 4-way valve 117, the indoor heat exchang-
er 140 and the supercooling heat exchanger 130, is de-
pressurized in the main expander 125, and exchanges
heat in the outdoor heat exchanger 120, and then is in-

troduced again into the 4-way valve 117. Here, the indoor
heat exchanger 140 may serve as a "condenser", and
the outdoor heat exchanger 120 may serve as an "evap-
orator".
[0077] The refrigerant passed through the 4-way valve
117 may be introduced into the auxiliary heat exchanger
150, and may exchange heat with the cooling water flow-
ing through the fourth pipe 364. The refrigerant intro-
duced into the auxiliary heat exchanger 150 is an evap-
orated refrigerant, and has a lower temperature and low-
er pressure, and the cooling water supplied to the auxil-
iary heat exchanger 150 has a high temperature due to
heat of the engine 200. Therefore, the refrigerant in the
auxiliary heat exchanger 150 absorbs heat from the cool-
ing water, and thus evaporation performance may be im-
proved.
[0078] The refrigerant heat-exchanged in the auxiliary
heat exchanger 150 is introduced into the gas-liquid sep-
arator 160 and phase separated, and then may be suc-
tioned into the first and second compressors 110 and
112. The refrigerant may flow while repeating the above-
described cycle.
[0079] Meanwhile, when the cooling water pump 300
is driven, the cooling water discharged from the cooling
water pump 300 is introduced into the exhaust gas heat
exchanger 240 along the first pipe 361, and exchanges
heat with the exhaust gas. And the cooling water dis-
charged from the exhaust gas heat exchanger 240 is
introduced into the engine 200, cools the engine 200,
passes through the second pipe 362, and is introduced
into the first port 311 of the first flow switching part 310.
[0080] By control of the first flow switching part 310,
the cooling water passed through the first flow switching
part 310 flows toward the second flow switching part 320
along the third pipe 363. And the cooling water passed
through the second flow switching part 320 is introduced
into the auxiliary heat exchanger 150 via the fourth pipe
364, and may exchange heat with the refrigerant. And
the cooling water passed through the auxiliary heat ex-
changer 150 is introduced into the cooling water pump
300. The cooling water may flow while repeating such a
cycle.
[0081] Meanwhile, in the warming operation, a flow of
the cooling water toward the radiator 330 may be limited.
Generally, since the warming operation is performed
when the external air has a low temperature, there is high
possibility that the cooling water is cooled while flowing
through the cooling water pipe 360, even through being
not cooled in the radiator 330. Therefore, when the warm-
ing operation is performed, the first and second flow
switching parts 310 and 320 may be controlled so that
the cooling water does not pass through the radiator 330.
[0082] However, when the heat exchange in the aux-
iliary heat exchanger 150 is not required, the cooling wa-
ter may be introduced from the second flow switching
part 320 into the radiator 330 via the fifth pipe 365.
[0083] The driving of the engine 200 will be described.
[0084] The air filtered in the air filter 210 and the fuel
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of which a pressure is controlled through the zero gov-
ernor 230 are mixed in the mixer 220. The mixed fuel
mixed in the mixer 220 is supplied to the engine 200, and
drives the engine 200. And the exhaust gas discharged
from the engine 200 is introduced into the exhaust gas
heat exchanger 240, exchanges heat with the cooling
water, and then is discharged to the outside via the muf-
fler 250.
[0085] Meanwhile, when the GHP system 10 performs
a cooling operation, the refrigerant passes through the
first and second compressors 110 and 112, the oil sep-
arator 115, the 4-way valve 117, the outdoor heat ex-
changer 120 and the supercooling heat exchanger 130,
and is depressurized in the indoor expander 145, and
exchanges heat in the indoor heat exchanger 140, and
then is introduced again into the 4-way valve 117. Here,
the outdoor heat exchanger 120 may serve as a "con-
denser", and the indoor heat exchanger 140 may serve
as an "evaporator".
[0086] The refrigerant passed through the 4-way valve
117 may be introduced into the auxiliary heat exchanger
150, and may exchange heat with the cooling water flow-
ing through the cooling water pipe 360. And the refriger-
ant heat-exchanged in the auxiliary heat exchanger 150
is introduced into the gas-liquid separator 160 and phase-
separated, and then may be suctioned into the first and
second compressors 110 and 112. The refrigerant may
flow while repeating the above-described cycle.
[0087] Meanwhile, when the cooling water pump 300
is driven, the cooling water discharged from the cooling
water pump 300 is introduced into the exhaust gas heat
exchanger 240, and exchanges heat with the exhaust
gas. And the cooling water discharged from the exhaust
gas heat exchanger 240 is introduced into the engine
200, cools the engine 200, and is introduced into the first
flow switching part 310. The flow of the cooling water
until being introduced into the first flow switching part 310
is the same as that of the cooling water in the warming
operation.
[0088] The cooling water passed through the first flow
switching part 310 is introduced into the second flow
switching part 320 and may flow to the radiator 330 by
control of the second flow switching part 320, and may
exchange heat with the external air. And the cooling water
cooled in the radiator 330 is introduced into the cooling
water pump 300. The cooling water may flow while re-
peating such a cycle.
[0089] Meanwhile, in the cooling operation, the flow of
the cooling water toward the auxiliary heat exchanger
150 may be limited. Generally, since the cooling opera-
tion is performed when the external air has a high tem-
perature, heat absorption of the evaporated refrigerant
for ensuring the evaporation performance may not be
required. Therefore, when the cooling operation is per-
formed, the first and second flow switching parts 310 and
320 may be controlled so that the cooling water does not
pass through the auxiliary heat exchanger 150.
[0090] However, when the heat exchange in the aux-

iliary heat exchanger 150 is required, the cooling water
may be introduced into the auxiliary heat exchanger 150
via the second flow switching part 320.
[0091] Since the driving of the engine 200 is the same
as that of the engine 200 in the warming operation, de-
tailed description thereof will be omitted.
[0092] FIG. 3 is a system view illustrating a configura-
tion of a main part of the GHP system according to the
first embodiment of the present invention, FIG. 4 is a
system view illustrating the flow of the cooling water in a
structure of FIG. 3 when the GHP system is operated in
a first mode, and FIG. 5 is a system view illustrating the
flow of the cooling water in the structure of FIG. 3 when
the GHP system is operated in a second mode.
[0093] Referring to FIG. 3, the GHP system 10 accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes the hot water heat exchanger 450 in which the
heat exchange between the cooling water heated while
passing through the engine 200 and the fluid in the hot
water supply tank 400 is performed.
[0094] The hot water heat exchanger 450 may be in-
stalled at the second pipe 362 which extends from the
engine 200 to the first port 311 of the first flow switching
part 310. Specifically, the second pipe 362 includes a
first introduction pipe 362a which extends from the outlet
side of the engine 200 to the hot water heat exchanger
450, and a first discharge pipe 362b which extends from
the hot water heat exchanger 450 to the first flow switch-
ing part 310.
[0095] A cooling water pipe 451 for hot water supply
which guides the flow of the cooling water is provided
inside the hot water heat exchanger 450. The cooling
water pipe 451 for hot water supply may be understood
as a pipe which forms at least a part of the second pipe
362. And a hot water pipe 452 for hot water supply which
guides the flow of the fluid is provided inside the hot water
heat exchanger 450. The hot water pipe 452 for hot water
supply may be understood as a pipe which forms at least
a part of the hot water supply paths 410 and 412.
[0096] The GHP system 10 further includes the fourth
pipe 364 which guides the flow of the refrigerant passing
through the auxiliary heat exchanger 150. The fourth pipe
364 includes a second introduction pipe 364a which
guides the flow of the refrigerant from the second port
322 of the second flow switching part 320 to the auxiliary
heat exchanger 150, and a second discharge pipe 364b
which extends from the auxiliary heat exchanger 150 to
the first pipe 361, and guides the flow of the refrigerant
passed through the auxiliary heat exchanger 150.
[0097] The GHP system 10 further includes the fifth
pipe 365 which guides the flow of the refrigerant passing
through the radiator 330. The fifth pipe 365 includes a
third introduction pipe 365a which guides the flow of the
refrigerant from the third port 323 of the second flow
switching part 320 to the radiator 330, and a third dis-
charge pipe 365b which extends from the radiator 330
to the first pipe 361, and guides the flow of the refrigerant
passed through the radiator 330.
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[0098] FIG. 4 illustrates a flow state of the cooling water
in the first mode of the GHP system 10. Here, the "first
mode" is a general operation mode of the GHP system
10, for example, may be understood as a cooling oper-
ation mode or a warming operation mode. The first mode
may be performed when a temperature of the refrigerant
passed through the engine 200 is a set temperature or
more.
[0099] When the cooling water pump 300 is driven, the
cooling water passes through the engine 200, is intro-
duced into the hot water heat exchanger 450 through the
first introduction pipe 362a, exchanges heat with the fluid
supplied from the hot water supply tank 400, and then is
discharged to the first discharge pipe 362b.
[0100] And the cooling water is introduced into the first
port 311 of the first flow switching part 310, and dis-
charged to the second port 312. At this point, the third
port 313 is closed, and thus the flow of the cooling water
to the sixth pipe 366 is limited.
[0101] The cooling water discharged from the first flow
switching part 310 is introduced into the first port 321 of
the second flow switching part 320, and may flow to the
auxiliary heat exchanger 150 through the second port
322, or may flow to the radiator 330 through the third port
323.
[0102] The cooling water flowing to the second port
322 is introduced into the auxiliary heat exchanger 150
through the second introduction pipe 364a, exchanges
heat in the auxiliary heat exchanger 150, and then may
flow to the first pipe 361 through the second discharge
pipe 364b.
[0103] And the cooling water flowing to the third port
323 is introduced into the radiator 330 through the third
introduction pipe 365a, exchanges heat in the radiator
330, and then may flow to the first pipe 361 through the
third discharge pipe 365b.
[0104] The cooling water flowed to the first pipe 361
may pass through the cooling water pump 300, and may
be introduced again into the engine 200.
[0105] FIG. 5 illustrates the flow state of the cooling
water in the second mode of the GHP system 10. Here,
the "second mode" may be understood as a bypass mode
of the cooling water. The second mode may be performed
when the temperature of the cooling water passed
through the engine 200 is the set temperature or less.
[0106] When the cooling water pump 300 is driven, the
cooling water passes through the engine 200, is intro-
duced into the hot water heat exchanger 450 through the
first introduction pipe 362a, exchanges heat with the fluid
supplied from the hot water supply tank 400, and then is
discharged to the first discharge pipe 362b.
[0107] And the cooling water is introduced into the first
port 311 of the first flow switching part 310, and dis-
charged to the third port 313. At this point, the second
port 312 is closed, and thus the flow of the cooling water
to the third pipe 363 is limited.
[0108] Since the cooling water does not have a suffi-
ciently high temperature which is the set temperature or

more, an effect that the cooling water flows to the auxiliary
heat exchanger 150 and heats the refrigerant through
the heat exchange with the refrigerant is not good, and
a necessity that the cooling water flows to the radiator
330 and is cooled by the outdoor fan 122 is low.
[0109] The refrigerant discharged through the third
port 313 is introduced into the first pipe 361 via the sixth
pipe 366, and passes through the cooling water pump
300. And the cooling water passes through the engine
200.
[0110] Hereinafter, second and third embodiments of
the present invention will be described. Since these em-
bodiments are the same as the first embodiment, except
some configurations, differences therebetween will be
mainly described, and reference numerals and descrip-
tions of the same parts as those in the first embodiment
quote those of the parts in the first embodiment.
[0111] FIG. 6 is a system view illustrating a configura-
tion of a main part of a GHP system according to a second
embodiment of the present invention.
[0112] Referring to FIG. 6, a GHP system 10 according
to a second embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes a connection pipe 367 which is installed such that
at least some of the cooling water passed through the
engine 200 bypasses the hot water heat exchanger 450.
[0113] Specifically, the connection pipe 367 is formed
to extend from the first introduction pipe 362a extending
from the engine 200 to the hot water heat exchanger 450
toward the first discharge pipe 362b extending from the
hot water heat exchanger 450 to the first flow switching
part 310. In other words, one end of the connection pipe
367 is connected to one point of the first introduction pipe
362a, and the other end thereof is connected to one point
of the first discharge pipe 362b.
[0114] A bypass valve 368 is installed at the connection
pipe 367. For example, the bypass valve 368 may include
a solenoid valve which is controllable to be opened and
closed, or an electronic expansion valve of which an
opening degree is controllable.
[0115] When the bypass valve 368 is closed, or an
opening degree thereof is reduced, the amount of cooling
water introduced into the hot water heat exchanger 450
may be reduced. However, when the bypass valve 368
is opened, or the opening degree thereof is increased,
the amount of cooling water introduced into the hot water
heat exchanger 450 may be increased.
[0116] In an entire path of the cooling water, the hot
water heat exchanger 450 may be understood as a re-
sistor which obstructs the flow of the cooling water.
Therefore, when a demand for the hot water is not high,
or it is necessary to increase a flow rate of the cooling
water to the auxiliary heat exchanger 150 or the radiator
330, the bypass valve 368 may be opened, or the opening
degree thereof may be controlled to be increased.
[0117] When the bypass valve 368 is opened, or the
opening degree thereof is increased, at least some of the
cooling water passed through the engine 200 may by-
pass the hot water heat exchanger 450, and may be in-
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troduced into the first flow switching part 310, and thus
there is an effect that the flow rate of the cooling water
circulated in the system is increased.
[0118] FIG. 7 is a system view illustrating a configura-
tion of a main part of a GHP system according to a third
embodiment of the present invention.
[0119] Referring to FIG. 7, a GHP system 10 according
to a third embodiment of the present invention includes
the hot water heat exchanger 450 which is installed at
the sixth pipe 366.
[0120] Specifically, the sixth pipe 366 includes a fourth
introduction pipe 366a which guides the cooling water
discharged from the third port 313 of the first flow switch-
ing part 310 to the hot water heat exchanger 450, and a
fourth discharge pipe 366b which guides the cooling wa-
ter passed through the hot water heat exchanger 450 to
the first pipe 461.
[0121] In the hot water heat exchanger 450, the heat
exchange between a cooling water pipe 451 for hot water
supply through which the cooling water flows and a cool-
ing water pipe 452 for hot water through which the fluid
flows may be performed.
[0122] The cooling water passed through the hot water
heat exchanger 450 flows to the first pipe 361 via the
fourth discharge pipe 366b. And the cooling water may
pass through the cooling water pump 300, and may be
introduced into the engine 200.
[0123] When there is a demand for hot water supply,
the first flow switching part 310 may be controlled to open
the third port 313. At this point, the second port 312 may
be opened or closed. By opening of the third port 318,
the cooling water introduced into the first flow switching
part 310 is discharged to the sixth pipe 366 through the
third port 313, and passes through the hot water heat
exchanger 450.
[0124] However, when there is not the demand for hot
water supply, the first flow switching part 310 may be
controlled to close the third port 313, and thus the cooling
water may be prevented from being introduced into the
hot water heat exchanger 450.
[0125] That is, a cooling water path through which the
cooling water flows to the hot water heat exchanger 450,
and a cooling water path through which the cooling water
flows to the auxiliary heat exchanger 150 or the radiator
330 may be formed in parallel. According to such a con-
figuration, since the cooling water which should flow to
the auxiliary heat exchanger 150 or the radiator 330 does
not pass through the hot water heat exchanger 450, re-
sistance against the flow of the cooling water becomes
smaller, and thus the flow rate of the cooling water which
is circulated in the system may be prevented from being
reduced.
[0126] According to the GHP system according to the
embodiment of the present invention, since the heat ex-
changer which can supply the hot water is provided, and
the waste heat of the engine can be supplied to the heat
exchanger, performance of the GHP system can be im-
proved.

[0127] Also, since the two flow switching parts are pro-
vided, and thus circulation of the cooling water to the
auxiliary heat exchanger, the hot water heat exchanger
and the radiator can be controlled, a simple structure of
the heat-pump system can be realized, and a control
method thereof can also be simplified. Eventually, oper-
ation reliability of the heat-pump system is enhanced.
[0128] Also, since the path through which the cooling
water can be bypassed to the engine when the temper-
ature of the circulating cooling water is not increased to
the set temperature is provided, the circulating water
passed through the engine can be prevented from being
supplied to the auxiliary heat exchanger or the radiator,
and thus the circulating water can be prevented from be-
ing unnecessarily supplied.
[0129] Also, since the connection pipe which connects
the inlet path and the outlet path of the hot water heat
exchanger and the bypass valve which is installed at the
connection pipe are provided, the resistance applied to
the circulating cooling water can be reduced, and thus
the flow rate of the cooling water can be prevented from
being reduced.
[0130] Also, since the hot water heat exchanger is in-
stalled at the bypass pipe, the resistance applied to the
circulating cooling water can be reduced, and thus the
flow rate of the cooling water can be prevented from being
reduced.
[0131] Even though all the elements of the embodi-
ments are coupled into one or operated in the combined
state, the present disclosure is not limited to such an
embodiment. That is, all the elements may be selectively
combined with each other without departing from the
scope of the invention. Furthermore, when it is described
that one comprises (or includes or has) some elements,
it should be understood that it may comprise (or include
or have) only those elements, or it may comprise (or in-
clude or have) other elements as well as those elements
if there is no specific limitation. Unless otherwise specif-
ically defined herein, all terms comprising technical or
scientific terms are to be given meanings understood by
those skilled in the art. Like terms defined in dictionaries,
generally used terms needs to be construed as meaning
used in technical contexts and are not construed as ideal
or excessively formal meanings unless otherwise clearly
defined herein.
[0132] Although embodiments have been described
with reference to a number of illustrative embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the scope of the invention
as defined by the appended claims. Therefore, the pre-
ferred embodiments should be considered in a descrip-
tive sense only and not for purposes of limitation, and
also the technical scope of the invention is not limited to
the embodiments. Furthermore, the present invention is
defined not by the detailed description of the invention
but by the appended claims, and all differences within
the scope will be construed as being comprised in the
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present disclosure.

Claims

1. A gas heat-pump system (10) comprising:

an air-conditioning system comprising a com-
pressor (110, 112), an outdoor heat exchanger
(120), an expander, an indoor heat exchanger
(140) and a refrigerant pipe (170);
an engine (200) configured to provide power for
an operation of the compressor, and in which a
mixed fuel, in which a fuel and air are mixed, is
burned;
a cooling water pump (300) which compels a
flow of cooling water for cooling the engine
(200);
a cooling water pipe (360) connected to the cool-
ing water pump (300), and configured to guide
the flow of the cooling water;
an auxiliary heat exchanger (150) in which heat
exchange between the cooling water flowing
through the cooling water pipe (360) and a re-
frigerant flowing through the refrigerant pipe
(170) is performed;
a hot water heat exchanger (450) in which heat
exchange between the cooling water flowing
through the cooling water pipe (360) and a fluid
supplied from a hot water supply tank (400) is
performed; and
a plurality of flow switching parts (310, 320) in-
stalled at the cooling water pipe (360), the plu-
rality of flow switching parts (310, 320) being
configured to be controlled so that the cooling
water discharged from the engine (200) is guid-
ed to the auxiliary heat exchanger (150) or the
hot water heat exchanger (450).

2. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to claim
1, further comprising a cooling water tank (305) in
which the cooling water is stored,
wherein the cooling water pipe (360) comprises a
first pipe (361) which extends from the cooling water
tank (305) to the engine (200) so that the cooling
water is introduced into the engine (200).

3. The gas heat-pump system according to claim 1 or
2, wherein the plurality of flow switching parts (310,
320) comprise a first flow switching part (310), the
cooling water pipe (360) further comprises a second
pipe (362) which extends from an outlet side of the
engine (200) to the first flow switching part (310),
and the hot water heat exchanger (450) is installed
at the second pipe (362).

4. The gas heat-pump system according to claim 3,
wherein the plurality of flow switching parts (310,

320) comprise a second flow switching part (320),
and the cooling water pipe (360) further comprises
a third pipe (363) which extends from the first flow
switching part (310) to the second flow switching part
(320).

5. The gas heat-pump system according to claim 4,
wherein the cooling water pipe (360) further com-
prises a fourth pipe (364) which extends from one
port of the second flow switching part (320) to the
auxiliary heat exchanger (150).

6. The gas heat-pump system according to claim 4 or
5, further comprising a radiator (330) installed at one
side of an outdoor fan (122) provided at the air-con-
ditioning system,
wherein the cooling water pipe (360) further com-
prises a fifth pipe (365) which extends from another
port of the second flow switching part (320) to the
radiator (330).

7. The gas heat-pump system according (10) to any of
claims 3 to 6, further comprising a sixth pipe (366)
which extends from the first flow switching part (310)
to the first pipe (361) and bypasses the cooling water
heat-exchanged in the hot water heat exchanger
(450) to the engine (200).

8. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to any of
claims 1 to 7, further comprising:

an inlet path (410) which extends from the hot
water supply tank (400) to the hot water heat
exchanger (450) and guides the fluid to the hot
water heat exchanger (450), and
an outlet path (412) which extends from the hot
water heat exchanger (450) to the hot water sup-
ply tank (400) and guides the fluid heat-ex-
changed in the hot water heat exchanger (450)
to the hot water supply tank (400).

9. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to any of
claims 1 to 8, wherein the hot water heat exchanger
(450) comprises:

a cooling water pipe (451) for hot water supply
which guides the flow of the cooling water; and
a hot water pipe (452) for hot water supply which
guides a flow of the fluid supplied from the hot
water supply tank (400).

10. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to any of
claims 7 to 9, further comprising a cooling water tem-
perature sensor (290) which senses a temperature
of the cooling water discharged from the engine
(200),
wherein, when it is recognized that a temperature
value sensed by the cooling water temperature sen-
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sor (290) is a set temperature or less, the first flow
switching part (310) is controlled so that the cooling
water flows through the sixth pipe (366).

11. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to any of
claims 1 to 10,
wherein at least one of the plurality of flow switching
parts (310, 320) comprises a 3-way valve.

12. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to any of
claims 3 to 11,
wherein the second pipe (362) further comprises:

a first introduction pipe (362a) which guides the
cooling water discharged from the engine (200)
to the hot water heat exchanger (450); and
a first discharge pipe (362b) which guides the
cooling water heat-exchanged in the hot water
heat exchanger (450) to the first flow switching
part (310).

13. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to claim
12, further comprising a connection pipe (367) which
extends from one point of the first introduction pipe
(362a) to one point of the first discharge pipe (362b)
so that at least some of the cooling water discharged
from the engine (200) bypasses the hot water heat
exchanger (450).

14. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to claim
13, further comprising a bypass valve (368) installed
at the connection pipe (367).

15. The gas heat-pump system (10) according to any of
claims 3 to 6, further comprising a sixth pipe (366)
which extends from the first flow switching part (310)
to the first pipe (361),
wherein the hot water heat exchanger (450) is in-
stalled at the sixth pipe (366).
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